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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Home Department 
Chris Philp (Conservative): Has the Home Secretary seen the police’s anti-racism 
commitment that was published last week, which says that the police do not have to treat 
everyone the same regardless of race and calls for arrest rates to be artificially engineered 
to be the same across racial groups? Does she agree that this two-tier approach to policing 
is totally unacceptable? 

Yvette Cooper: The police operate without fear or favour, and they respond to the 
crimes they face across the country and to the perpetrators of those crimes, 
whosoever they should be and wheresoever they are. That is the right approach for 
the police to take, whether they are dealing with the most serious violence—which 
we have prioritised—or with neighbourhood crimes in communities. As the shadow 
Home Secretary will know from the approach we are taking to the Sentencing 
Council and the importance of us bringing forward rapid emergency legislation in 
that area, we are very clear that there can be no preferential treatment for anyone 
in the criminal justice system. It is really important that the principle of fair treatment 
for all is always maintained. 

Chris Philp: I completely agree with the Home Secretary that people should stand equally 
before the law and be treated exactly the same, regardless of their race or identity. I agree 
with the Home Secretary about all of that, but unfortunately the anti-racism commitment 
published last week does not say that—in fact, it says the opposite. It expressly says that 
“It does not mean treating everyone ‘the same’ or being ‘colour blind’”. 
Given that the Home Secretary and I agree that the law should be blind to race and that 
everyone should be treated the same, will she join me in tabling an amendment to the 
Crime and Policing Bill to override those provisions in the anti-racism commitment? 

Yvette Cooper: The police already have to swear an oath on their impartiality and 
policing without fear or favour. That is the responsibility of every single police officer 
right across the country. The shadow Home Secretary will know that there are 
dedicated police officers who do exactly that and will continue to do exactly that, to 
ensure that they treat  everyone  appropriately  and make sure that everyone faces  
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justice before the law. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/C83A95D0-78CB-46EF-
9D95-7EAD645F1F1A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-90C93BD3-F110-45A2-B414-
8695C97A0EBB  

 

The police anti-racism commitment, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.npcc.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/our-work/race-action-
plan/police-anti-racism-commitment.pdf  

 

Information about the Crime and Policing Bill, referred to above, can be read at 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Defending Democracy Taskforce 
Nick Timothy (Conservative): The Minister for Local Government and English Devolution 
recently spoke at an iftar hosted by the European Islamic Centre, which is connected to 
Jamaat-e-Islami and Abul A’la al-Maududi, the Minister for Social Security and Disability 
attended the Muslim Council of Britain’s annual dinner, and the Prime Minister hosted 
Adam Kelwick, an imam who celebrated the 7 October attacks and told followers to “pray 
for victory” for Hamas. Why are the Government so keen to spend time with and lend 
legitimacy to organisations and people they say they oppose? What will the Minister say 
to the Prime Minister? 

Dan Jarvis: We are not, and I do not agree with the proposition that the hon. 
Member has made. All Ministers —of course, including the Prime Minister—take 
these matters incredibly seriously, and we always engage in the most responsible 
way. … 

Matt Vickers (Conservative): … with Islamist extremism behind three quarters of MI5’s 
caseload, it is essential to shield our democracy from its pressure. The Minister has 
repeatedly reiterated the Government’s non-engagement policy with the Muslim Council 
of Britain, despite a Government Minister attending its annual dinner. More recently, there 
have been concerns about attendees at Government events who have publicly expressed 
some frightening views. Will the Minister assure the House that the Government remain 
committed to a non-engagement policy with those who seek to promote extreme views 
that undermine our democracy? Where Government Ministers go against that, how does 
the defending democracy taskforce respond? 

Dan Jarvis: …our policy on engagement has not changed. … What I can say to 
him, addressing the substance of the issue, is that we will tackle extremism 
wherever we find it. The Government take these matters incredibly seriously. We 
will never allow them to be used as a political football. We will address these matters 
and tackle them head-on. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/B488FEA5-3380-4029-
86FF-A6B01500F28E/DefendingDemocracyTaskforce#contribution-BB622A98-1444-
4D2C-AC69-3F2414F46BF8 

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Commons oral answers “Defending Democracy Taskforce” that are 
included in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel and Occupied Territories: Development Aid 
Wendy  Morton  (Conservative)  [39447]   To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign,  
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he made of the potential 
impact of the reduction in Official Development Assistance funding on programmes in (a) 
Israel and the (b) Occupied Palestinian Territories in the 20525-26 financial year. 

Hamish Falconer: The Prime Minister made clear in the House on 25 February 
that this Government is proud of the UK's pioneering record on overseas 
development, and we will continue to play a key humanitarian role in Gaza. The 
reduction in Official Development Assistance will come into effect from 2027. This 
will provide time for planning and adapting plans to ensure the smoothest transition 
possible. We cannot yet confirm funding allocations for the region in financial year 
2025-26 but continue to assess all overseas development assistance. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39447  
 

Hamas: UNRWA 
Priti Patel (Conservative) [38985] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer given on 11 February 
2025 to Question 28011 on Hamas: UNRWA, what assessment he has made of UNRWA's 
implementation of the Colonna review; and what steps he has taken to investigate the 
alleged use of UNRWA facilities by Hamas. 

Hamish Falconer: The United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) have committed to fully investigate any 
allegations against their employees and to continue implementation of the Colonna 
Report's recommendations. UNRWA must meet the highest standards of neutrality 
as laid out in the report. £1 million of our funding to UNRWA this year is supporting 
the implementation of its agreed Action Plan to ensure UNRWA commits to these 
neutrality obligations. We welcome the fact that UNRWA has said there should be 
an investigation into any misuse of its facilities. We have encouraged the 
Government of Israel to share any evidence of misuse of UNRWA facilities with the 
UN. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-18/38985  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28011  
 

The Colonna Review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf 
  
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

David Lammy A year since an Israeli strike killed British aid workers John Chapman, 
James Henderson, & James Kirby, Gaza remains the deadliest place for humanitarians - 
with over 400 killed. Recent aid worker deaths are a stark reminder. Those responsible 
must be held accountable. [plus video[ 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1907091232221716618  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Asylum Seekers: Palestinians 
Gerry Carroll (Peaople Before Profit Alliance) [AQW 23187/22-27] To ask the First 
Minister and deputy First Minister whether they have raised the need for a fast-track 
scheme for Palestinian asylum seekers with the British Government. 

The First Minister and deputy First Minister: Decisions on the matters raised in 
the question are excepted. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39447
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-18/38985
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28011
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1907091232221716618
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There is no joint position on this matter. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=429551  
 
 

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Jonathan Whittall [Head of Office, OCHA OPT] First responders should never be a 
target. Yet today @UNOCHA supported @PalestineRCS and Civil Defense to retrieve 
colleagues from a mass grave in #Rafah #Gaza that was marked with the emergency light 
from one of their crushed ambulances. [plus video] 
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455238371905901  
 
Jonathan Whittall Seven days ago, as Israeli forces advanced on #Rafah, 10 PRCS and 
6 Civil Defense first responders were dispatched to collect injured. All five ambulances and 
one fire-truck were struck, along with a UN vehicle that arrived later. Contact was lost with 
all [plus photo] 
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455253702115359  
 
Jonathan Whittall One survivor said Israeli forces had killed both of the crew in his 
ambulance. For days, OCHA coordinated to reach the site but our access was only granted 
5days later. [plus video] 
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455340528312578  
 
Jonathan Whittall While traveling to the area on the fifth day we encountered hundreds 
of civilians fleeing under gunfire. We witnessed a woman shot in the back of the head. 
When a young man tried to retrieve her, he too was shot. We were able to recover her 
body using our UN vehicle. [plus video] 
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455423810490659  
 
Jonathan Whittall Returning the next day, we were finally able to reach the site and 
discovered a devastating scene: ambulances, the UN vehicle, and fire truck had been 
crushed and partially buried. After hours of digging, we recovered one body - a Civil 
Defense worker beneath his fire truck. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455443213365668  
 
Jonathan Whittall Today, on the first day of Eid, we returned and recovered the buried 
bodies of 8 PRCS, 6 Civil Defense and 1 UN staff. They were killed in their uniforms. 
Driving their clearly marked vehicles. Wearing their gloves. On their way to save lives. This 
should never have happened [plus photo] 
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455461450100924  
 

 

UNRWA 

UNRWA Commissioner-General: "As if death, diseases, destruction and hunger 
were not enough for the Palestinians in Gaza" 
People are treated like pinballs with constant military orders playing with their fate and 
lives. 
The Israeli Authorities issued today more forced displacement orders in Rafah, impacting 
over 140,000 people. 
This is causing panic, anxiety and uncertainty on the first day of Eid, a time to be with 
family and loved ones. 
Where are people supposed to move? 
 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=429551
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455238371905901
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455253702115359
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455340528312578
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455423810490659
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455443213365668
https://x.com/_jwhittall/status/1906455461450100924
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Unlike in other conflicts, where populations can find safety, Gaza  is being bombarded all 
across. 
It is sealed off like a cage with borders shut and basics not allowed in. 
Two million people, half of them children, live there. 
How is this allowed, at the world’s watch, with no checks and balances. 
One of the darkest times for our common humanity we vowed would not happen again. 
It is time to put an end to this hell on earth, starting with a resumption of the ceasefire. 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-if-
death-diseases-destruction-and-hunger  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Alex Sobel (Labour Co-op): We all know that Dodik has continually denied that a 
genocide occurred at Srebrenica. I was absolutely appalled to see that after his conviction, 
he was invited by the Israeli Minister for antisemitism to go to Jerusalem to address an 
antisemitism conference. I hope that the Minister can restate the UK’s strong belief that a 
genocide occurred at Srebrenica and that other countries should not be inviting Dodik to 
address conferences, particularly on the subject of genocide. 

Stephen Doughty: I obviously cannot comment on Mr Dodik’s travel, but I can say 
that we are absolutely clear on what happened at Srebrenica. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-
B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-473E95B7-F277-42D5-
AB2D-F4F83D53EC2A  
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Jim Shannon (DUP): … [The Minister] will be aware of the recent judgments made in 
respect of human rights, in particular those involving discrimination against the Jewish 
community. Will he outline whether the deputations included discussions of faith and 
freedom and people’s ability to practise their faith, and what the outcomes are envisaged 
to be to secure the right for people to hold and live their faith, no matter what that faith is, 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina? 

Stephen Doughty: … [Jim Shannon] will be pleased to know that interfaith 
engagement was part of the special envoy’s recent visit. … 
Of course, this is a country that has a strong tradition for a number of different faiths. 
At the moment, we are celebrating Eid and the end of the holy month of Ramadan, 
but alongside Muslim communities, Christian and Jewish communities have a long 
heritage in Bosnia and Herzegovina—I have witnessed that with my own eyes. We 
remain a staunch defender of freedom of religion or belief, and we will continue to 
work with organisations that promote an inclusive and diverse society where 
everybody is respected and not discriminated against on the basis of their religion 
or belief. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-
B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-EB850879-3DF6-44D1-
8AD0-CA1F843B9605 

 

Information about the judgements referred to above can be read at 
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-96491%22]}  
 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-if-death-diseases-destruction-and-hunger
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-if-death-diseases-destruction-and-hunger
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-473E95B7-F277-42D5-AB2D-F4F83D53EC2A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-473E95B7-F277-42D5-AB2D-F4F83D53EC2A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-473E95B7-F277-42D5-AB2D-F4F83D53EC2A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-EB850879-3DF6-44D1-8AD0-CA1F843B9605
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-EB850879-3DF6-44D1-8AD0-CA1F843B9605
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-31/debates/01A7C04F-E30B-43E9-B20A-8EE25BA30778/BosniaAndHerzegovina#contribution-EB850879-3DF6-44D1-8AD0-CA1F843B9605
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-96491%22]}
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and 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/04/04/second-class-citizens/discrimination-against-
roma-jews-and-other-national  
and 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-law-may-cement-de-facto-ban-on-bosnia-
herzegovinas-jews-holding-high-office/  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_day_0401.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847  

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  
 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/04/04/second-class-citizens/discrimination-against-roma-jews-and-other-national
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https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-law-may-cement-de-facto-ban-on-bosnia-herzegovinas-jews-holding-high-office/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-law-may-cement-de-facto-ban-on-bosnia-herzegovinas-jews-holding-high-office/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_day_0401.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_day_0401.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
** Sentencing Guidelines (Pre-sentence Reports) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3955  
 

Bill as Introduced 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0217/240217.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0217/en/240217en.pdf  
 

Equalities Impact Assessment 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0217/EqStatement.pdf  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3955
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0217/240217.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0217/en/240217en.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0217/EqStatement.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill

