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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi (Labour) [903478] While our nation was being engulfed last 
year by racist riots, in Slough, Christians, Hindus, Jews, Sikhs and people of faith and of 
no faith openly declared that if anybody tried to attack a mosque in our town, we would 
stand in solidarity with our local Muslim community to protect it. Since then, however, many 
have become more fearful, with a rise in Islamophobic attacks, including at a mosque in 
Aberdeen this month. Will my right hon. and learned Friend the Prime Minister confirm for 
the country what steps the Government are taking to tackle such hate crime and promote 
community cohesion, so that those seeking to divide our British society are not allowed to 
succeed?  

The Prime Minister: I thank my hon. Friend for his question; he does great work to 
bring our communities together, especially in Slough. Any form of racial or religious-
based hatred is abhorrent and has no place in society. We have set aside over £50 
million to protect faith communities and freedom of worship. That is the right thing 
to do; it is a shame that we have to do it. Our £15 million community recovery fund 
has been supporting communities affected by the disorder last summer—again, 
that is the right thing to do, but it is a shame that we have to do it. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-26/debates/50A5998E-A096-4A3F-
A200-36FB83059A06/Engagements#contribution-D3B2E729-1974-45AA-81F6-
3F8D16DA00BB 
 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Hate Crime 
Preet Kaur Gill (Labour Co-op) [39539] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what steps her Department is taking to help improve the collection of data on 
people affected by hate crime by (a) religion and (b) ethnicity. 

Diana Johnson:  This Government is committed to tackling all forms of hate crime  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-26/debates/50A5998E-A096-4A3F-A200-36FB83059A06/Engagements#contribution-D3B2E729-1974-45AA-81F6-3F8D16DA00BB
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-26/debates/50A5998E-A096-4A3F-A200-36FB83059A06/Engagements#contribution-D3B2E729-1974-45AA-81F6-3F8D16DA00BB
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-26/debates/50A5998E-A096-4A3F-A200-36FB83059A06/Engagements#contribution-D3B2E729-1974-45AA-81F6-3F8D16DA00BB
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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and we back the police in taking strong action against the perpetrators of these 
appalling offences. 
The Home Office collects and publishes information on the number of religious hate 
crimes by the perceived targeted religion of the victim and on the ethnicity of victims 
in racially or religiously aggravated crimes that occur in England and Wales. The 
latest information can be found here: Hate crime, England and Wales, year ending 
March 2024 
The Home Office is continuously working with Police Forces to improve the quality 
and coverage of these data. Home Office crime and policing data collections are 
reviewed annually via the Annual Data Requirement board consisting of Home 
Office and police force representatives. Ways to improve quality and coverage of 
data collections are considered as part of the review process. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39539  
 

Hate Crime 
Chris Bloore (Labour) [35449] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, whether she has made an assessment of the potential merits of 
making the use of Nazi (a) symbolism and (b) salutes illegal in non-academic settings. 

Alex Norris: The government has a robust legislative framework in place to deal 
with the perpetrators of racist and other forms of hate crime and expect the 
perpetrators of these abhorrent offences to be brought to justice. We are deeply 
concerned about the unprecedented levels of antisemitism we have seen over 
recent years. That is a stain on society, and we must never relent in our work to 
root out hatred in all its forms. 
The government has been working closely with the Independent Adviser on 
Antisemitism Lord Mann along with Jewish community voices such as the 
Community Security Trust on the most effective methods to tackle antisemitism. 
Government has committed funding of £72m for the Jewish Community Protective 
Security Grant to provide protective security measures (such as security personnel 
services, CCTV and alarm systems) at synagogues, Jewish educational 
establishments and community sites until 2028. 
It is vital that the government continues to offer support and reassurance to 
communities targeted by hatred and that we are firm in pushing back on those 
seeking to incite hatred and promote extremist narratives. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-04/35449  
 

Information about the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant, referred to above, can 
be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/jewish-community-protective-security-grant  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Death Certificates 

Helen Whately (Conservative) [31059] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, what the (a) average and (b) longest recorded wait time is for the issuance of 
death certificates since September 2024. 
Helen Whately (Conservative) [31061] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, what steps he is taking to ensure that the new death certification process 
does not cause further distress for grieving families. 

Ashley Dalton: The Government is monitoring the impact of the death certification 
reforms, which came into legal effect on 9 September 2024. Early data indicates 
the median time taken to register a death appears to have risen by one day, from 
seven days to eight days. This figure is for all deaths, as it includes those certified 
by a doctor and those investigated by a coroner. The average time taken to register 
has  increased  further  over  the  Christmas  weeks,  but  this  was  expected  given  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39539
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-04/35449
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/jewish-community-protective-security-grant
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increases are observed during this period every year, and the average is expected 
to decrease again as more data becomes available for January and February 2025. 
The Department does not hold data on what was the longest period between a 
death and its registration since September 2024. 
The median time taken to register a death varies depending on the type of 
certification. Deaths certified by a doctor, that comprise approximately 80% of 
deaths registered each week, have typically had a median time to registration of 
seven days, though there can be variation at a local level. It’s important to note that 
the medical examiner system was active on a non-statutory basis before the 
introduction of the statutory system on 9 September 2024, and this makes direct 
‘before’ and ‘after’ comparisons challenging to draw conclusions from. 
The core purposes of the death certification reforms are to introduce scrutiny of the 
cause of death, to detect and deter malpractice, to improve reporting, and crucially 
to put the bereaved at the centre of the process by offering a conversation with the 
medical examiner about the cause of death. The expectation on doctors and 
medical examiners is clear, that they should complete certification as quickly and 
efficiently as possible, and the Government is working with all stakeholders to make 
sure this is the case. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31059  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31061 
 

Death Certificates: Wales 
Llinos Medi (Plaid Cymru) [40896] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social 
Care, what assessment he has made with the Welsh Government of the effectiveness of 
(a) death certification reforms and (b) the statutory medical examiner system; and if he will 
undertake a review of their implementation. 

Ashley Dalton: The Government is monitoring the impact of the death certification 
reforms which came into legal effect on 9 September 2024. Overall, the 
implementation of the reforms has been effective and medical examiners are 
conducting scrutiny of the causes of death in every case that is not investigated by 
a coroner. Medical examiners were introduced to provide additional safeguards in 
death certification, and they are obliged by law to make all the enquiries they 
consider necessary to conduct their scrutiny and to ensure there has been an 
opportunity for the bereaved to ask questions and raise concerns in every case. 
Feedback from bereaved people about the support provided by medical examiner 
offices is overwhelmingly positive. 
Since the introduction of the reforms, the median time taken to register a death in 
England and Wales appears to have risen by two days, from seven days to nine 
days, though there is regional variation. This figure is for all deaths, as it includes 
those certified by a doctor and those investigated by a coroner. The median time 
taken to register a death varies depending on the type of certification, and deaths 
certified through the medical examiner route, which comprise approximately 80% 
of deaths registered each week, typically had a shorter period between death and 
registration compared to all deaths. It’s important to note that the medical examiner 
system was active on a non-statutory basis before the introduction of the statutory 
system on 9 September 2024, and this makes direct ‘before’ and ‘after’ 
comparisons challenging to draw conclusions from. 
To improve the implementation of the reforms, the Welsh administration has 
implemented short-term fortnightly oversight meetings to engage all partners along 
the death certification pathway, including health boards, medical examiner 
services, coroners, funeral directors, registrars, primary care associations, and 
patient  voice  organisations,   to  monitor,  improve,   and  learn  lessons  from  the  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31059
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31061
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implementation through the 2024/2025 winter period. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40896  
 

The following three questions all received the same answer 
Meat Products: Labelling 

Rupert Lowe (Independent) [40683] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, if he will introduce mandatory labelling on meat products to indicate 
whether animals were stunned prior to slaughter. 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [40684] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, whether he has had recent discussions with the Food Standards Agency 
on the labelling of (a) halal and (b) kosher meat products in food outlets. 
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [40686] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to encourage (a) public institutions 
and (b) restaurants to label halal meat to consumers. 

Daniel Zeichner: The Government encourages the highest standards of animal 
welfare at slaughter and would prefer all animals to be stunned before slaughter, 
but we respect the rights of Jews and Muslims to eat meat prepared in accordance 
with their religious beliefs. 
It is for religious authorities to decide if meat is halal or kosher. A significant 
proportion of halal meat comes from animals that are stunned before slaughter. 
There are no regulations that require labelling of meat to include the method of 
slaughter, but where any information of this nature is provided it must be accurate 
and must not be misleading to the consumer. The Government respects religious 
freedoms and expects the industry, whether food producer or food outlet, to provide 
consumers with all the information they need to make informed choices. 
A consultation on proposals to improve and extend current mandatory method of 
production labelling was undertaken last year by the previous government. The 
consultation sought views on options for the production standards behind the label. 
We are now carefully considering all responses before deciding on next steps. 
The Department engages regularly with the Food Standards Agency on a range of 
topics. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40683  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40684  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40686  
 

Meat: Ritual Slaughter 
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [40685] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of abattoirs in 
enforcing welfare standards during the production of halal meat. 

Daniel Zeichner: The Government encourages the highest standards of animal 
welfare at slaughter and would prefer all animals to be stunned before slaughter, 
but we respect the rights of Jews and Muslims to eat meat prepared in accordance 
with their religious beliefs. A significant proportion of halal meat comes from animals 
that are stunned before slaughter. 
Legislation sets out strict requirements to protect the welfare of animals when 
slaughtered and there are additional rules that apply when animals are slaughtered 
by either the Jewish or Muslim method to ensure that animals are spared avoidable 
pain, suffering, or distress during the slaughter process. Official Veterinarians of 
the Food Standards Agency (FSA) are present in all approved slaughterhouses in 
England and Wales to monitor and enforce animal welfare requirements. The FSA  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40896
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40683
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40684
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40686
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has a zero-tolerance policy to animal welfare breaches and will take appropriate 
action where these occur. 
In addition to the Official Veterinarian presence, the FSA conduct regular audits to 
ensure that the animal welfare controls in slaughterhouses are effective. The 
frequency of these audits are risk based and the results are communicated to Defra. 
The Department engages regularly with FSA officials on a range of animal welfare 
topics. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40685  
 
 

Home Office 

Places of worship to be protected from intimidating protests 
Places of worship will be better protected from intimidatory protests under new powers 
being given to police. 
The new measures, which will be included as an amendment in the government’s landmark 
Crime and Policing Bill, will protect synagogues, mosques, churches and other religious 
sites from intimidating levels of disruption caused by protest activity.  
These changes will build on existing laws under the Public Order Act, providing a new 
threshold for officers to be able to impose conditions – including on the route and timing 
of a march – where the effect of the protest is to intimidate those attending a place of 
worship. This will give the police total clarity on how and when they can protect religious 
sites from the types of protest designed to disrupt them.   
Concerns have been raised repeatedly in recent months after protests near synagogues 
have caused the cancellation of events on the Sabbath and have forced congregants to 
stay at home due to fears about travelling to their places of worship during large-scale 
demonstrations, especially in central London. Similarly, during last summer’s violent 
disorder, thugs targeted mosques in Southport, Hull, Sunderland and other areas, causing 
significant distress to members of the local community. 
The move comes as religious hate crime has continued to rise at an alarming rate, with 
police-recorded antisemitic hate crimes having soared by 113% in the year ending March 
2024, and anti-Muslim hate crimes having risen by 13%. 
The Home Secretary has also announced new protections for the Holocaust Memorial 
planned to be built next to Parliament, with protesters or vandals who climb on the 
memorial facing imprisonment.   
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper said: The right to protest is a cornerstone of our democracy 
which must always be protected, but that does not include the right to intimidate or infringe 
on the fundamental freedoms of others. … 
The Home Secretary has announced that the new offence for climbing on a war memorial 
– already announced when the Crime and Policing Bill was introduced – will be extended 
to cover the new National Holocaust Memorial scheduled to be built next to Parliament in 
Victoria Tower Gardens.  
The preventative measure will ensure that the memorial to the 6 million Jews murdered in 
the Holocaust and all other victims of Nazi persecution will get the protection it deserves, 
with those breaking the law facing imprisonment. … 
The new measure to better protect places of worship will not ban protests and recognises 
the public’s right to take part in peaceful demonstrations. As they currently do, the police 
will have to make a proportionality assessment before imposing conditions on specific 
protests – balancing the right to freedom of expression with the right for others to go about 
their daily lives free from intimidation and serious disruption.  
Alongside the new legislation, the government is also providing up to £50 million to protect 
faith communities next year. This includes £18 million through the Jewish Community 
Protective  Security  Grant,  £29.4 million  through  the  Protective  Security  for  Mosques  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40685
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scheme and for security at Muslim faith schools, and £3.5 million for the places of worship 
and associated faith community centres of all other faiths. 
Lord Khan, Lords Minister for Faith, Communities and Resettlement, said: Everyone 
should be protected to practice their faith freely and safely, and no one should fear 
attending their place of worship. 
The freedom to protest is a key part of a democracy which must be protected. These new 
powers will add to the significant security funding we are providing places of worship, 
enabling worshippers – and the many others who rely on these important community 
assets – to go about their daily lives free from intimidation and fear. 
Mark Gardner, Chief Executive of the Community Security Trust, said: The cumulative 
impact on central London synagogues of repeated large, noisy protests, often featuring 
antisemitism and support for terrorism and extremism, has been intolerable.  
We welcome these new measures to protect the rights of the Jewish community to pray in 
peace and we thank the Home Secretary for her ongoing support. Everyone has the right 
to protest, but there must be a balance so that all communities can attend their places of 
worship free from hate and without fear of being intimidated. 
We also welcome the protection of the forthcoming Holocaust memorial which is set to be 
built next year – a tribute that will have cultural and historical significance for the entire 
country. 
Phil Rosenberg, President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said: We welcome the 
Home Secretary’s announcement about measures to protect places of worship under the 
new Crime and Policing Bill. This is something we have been calling for over recent 
months.  
We also welcome the inclusion of the new Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre in the 
protected list of war memorials. Protests near synagogues have led to serious and 
unacceptable disruption to our communal life over the last 18 months. The intimidatory 
protests outside mosques during the violent disorder last summer were similarly 
intolerable. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/places-of-worship-to-be-protected-from-
intimidating-protests  

 

Information about the Crime and Policing Bill, referred to above, can be read at 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Information about the Protective Security for Mosques scheme, referred to above, can be 
read at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/jewish-community-protective-security-grant  
 

Information about the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant, referred to above, can 
be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protective-security-for-mosques-scheme  
 

The Protective security for faith communities scheme, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/places-of-worship-security-funding-scheme  
 

--------------------- 
 

Home Secretary speech at the Community Security Trust 
… The work CST does makes the difference every single day between confidence and 
fear, between safety and danger, between life and death, and we owe you all a huge debt 
of thanks.  
For the research and analysis they undertake to expose the scourge of antisemitism. The 
critical security they provide for hundreds of Jewish communal buildings and events every 
year. The fact that every week, thousands of British Jews go to school, or to synagogue, 
more confident in the knowledge that CST are providing protection and support. … 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/places-of-worship-to-be-protected-from-intimidating-protests
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/places-of-worship-to-be-protected-from-intimidating-protests
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/jewish-community-protective-security-grant
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protective-security-for-mosques-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/places-of-worship-security-funding-scheme
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… I do want to commend the work that the Holocaust Memorial Foundation is doing … to 
ensure that the Memorial and Learning Centre are built according to plan, next to the 
Palace of Westminster and the seat of our democracy, to ensure that future generations 
of young people in our country will learn about the evil of antisemitism and the horror of 
where it leads.  
This government will continue the work of our predecessors ensuring that the Holocaust 
Memorial is built for future generations. Just as we will continue our steadfast support for 
the CST and for the security of Jewish communities across the UK. …  
And I know that for the community this has been another extremely difficult year. In the 
short months I have been in the Home Office, I and other ministers in my department have 
met with many of you … 
With the CST, the Board of Deputies, the Jewish Leadership Council, the Union of Jewish 
Students and many more. We’ve talked about the 3,500 incidents of anti-Jewish hate that 
were recorded by CST last year.  
The second highest total ever reported in a single calendar year. Threats to kill sent to 
synagogues. Individuals spat on or assaulted in the street. Graffiti daubed on religious 
sites. Antisemitic bullying in schools.   
And we’ve talked not just about the disgraceful crimes and the action needed, but about 
the real impact they have – for you and your families. … 
And make no mistake – these horrific incidents are a stain on our society that simply will 
not be tolerated. Not now and not ever. Because there is no place for antisemitism in 
Britain.   
We all know that fear has grown since the barbaric terrorist attack by Hamas on October 
7, 2023. The single deadliest day for Jewish people since the Holocaust. And the past 16 
months have seen intense anguish. The living nightmare of hostages and their families. 
The appalling devastation and destruction we have seen in Gaza.   
The ceasefire deal agreed in January provided a glimmer of hope. … 
But the breakdown of the ceasefire and resumption of airstrikes has devastating 
consequences – both for the remaining hostage families and for innocent civilians in Gaza, 
as this cycle of suffering continues.   
That’s why the Foreign Secretary has been clear that all parties must re-engage with 
negotiations, because diplomacy, not more bloodshed, is how we will achieve security for 
Israelis and for Palestinians. And that’s why the UK government will continue to strive for 
a return to a path of peace and the goal of a two-state solution.  
But as Home Secretary, I am clear that we must never allow conflict happening elsewhere 
to lead to greater tension or hatred here on our streets, and we will never allow antisemites 
to use this or any conflict as an opportunity or as an excuse to spread poisonous hatred 
against our Jewish community here at home.  
But let me be clear what zero tolerance means, because I know how wary you are of warm 
words that mean nothing in practice. Zero tolerance means that we cannot and will not 
accept people being abused, attacked or threatened because of who they are or what they 
believe.   
It means where antisemitic hate crimes are committed – whether in a local community, on 
a national protest or on the internet – we will back the police in the action they need to 
take. Arrests, charges and convictions. Whenever and wherever it takes place. But zero-
tolerance also means ensuring that Jewish people in this country can take part in 
communal life free from intimidation and fear.   
Just as all communities are entitled to that right, but particularly when they attend their 
place of worship. Whether it’s going to synagogue for a Shabbat service; for a bar or bat 
mitzvah; for a wedding; to celebrate a festival or for any other community event. We know 
how sacred and special those moments are in the week, in the month and in the year for 
the family.   
And there is no shying  away  from  the  fact  that  over  the  last 18 months – for congregants  
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of Central Synagogue, Western Marble Arch and Westminster – those sacred and special 
moments have been hugely disrupted by protest activity.   
On too many occasions, Shabbat services have been cancelled and people have stayed 
at home – worried to travel and attend shul as they normally would. … 
People have made use of that right to peaceful protest through generations, and they will 
do so for many more to come. But the right to protest is not the right to intimidate.   
And the right to protest must always be balanced against the freedom for everybody else 
to go about their daily lives. The police already have powers to place conditions on 
protests. And just as we supported officers last summer taking every possible action to 
defend mosques from appalling attacks violent disorder on Britain’s streets. … 
So tonight I can announce that we will legislate in the Crime and Policing Bill currently 
going through Parliament to strengthen the law. And to give the police an explicit new 
power to prevent intimidating protests outside places of worship. … 
Because the right to protest must not undermine a person’s right to worship. And 
everybody has a right to live in freedom from fear.   
We will also never stand for the desecration of memorials and gravestones, or the 
vandalism and graffiti inflicted on synagogues, schools, shops and community centres. 
These are not minor acts of criminal damage, they are hateful acts of antisemitism and 
they will continue to be punished as such.  
And we will make a further amendment to the Crime and Policing Bill.  
We have carried over from the previous government an important new proposal to make it 
a criminal offence to climb the most significant memorials in our country, such as the 
Cenotaph, with a maximum penalty of 3 months’ imprisonment and a £1,000 fine. So I can 
tell you tonight that I plan to extend the proposed list of protected memorials to include the 
new Holocaust Memorial in Westminster, to demonstrate our commitment to ensure it is 
valued as a place of reflection and respect. … 
When you hear the testimony of survivors – they so often start with a description of a happy 
childhood. Going to the park, enjoying school, playing with friends. The joy of being 
children – free from worry and from fear.   
And they describe how quickly things changed. How almost overnight – peace became 
war; communities became ghettos; life became death.   
There are only a couple of generations separating those brave survivors from our children 
today. So when students feel compelled to remove their kippahs or their star of David 
necklaces, when organisations like CST say their workload has doubled, I understand why 
– for this community – freedom feels so fragile and safety does not feel guaranteed.  
But that is why understanding the history of antisemitism and where it can lead is so 
important. Not just for us to talk about tonight, but right across government and public 
services, and right across society. … 
So I have agreed with the Permanent Secretary at the Home Office, that we will roll out 
antisemitism awareness training across the Home Office, and when Home Office staff seek 
to visit Auschwitz or other concentration camps with the Holocaust Educational Trust, 
March of the Living, and other organisations, that will not count towards their annual leave, 
because we will treat that experience as a crucial part and asset for their employment.  
I want to thank the Holocaust Educational Trust, the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, the 
Anne Frank Trust and other brilliant organisations for the work they do to educate new 
generations about the horrors of the past, just as we thank the CST for its work to challenge 
antisemitism and keep our communities safe today. … 
And we are also upgrading our response to state threats here on our shores. … it is no 
secret that there is a long-standing pattern of the Iranian intelligence services targeting 
Jewish and Israeli people across the world.  
And we are not prepared to stand for the increasingly brazen Iranian activity on British 
shores in recent years, with our security services thwarting an increasing number of direct 
plots.   
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This month we have announced that the whole of the Iranian State – including Iran’s 
intelligence services, like the IRGC – will be placed on to the enhanced tier of our new 
Foreign Influence Registration Scheme. This is a critical disruptive tool that will mean those 
who are being directed by Iran to conduct activities in the UK must register that activity, 
whatever it is, or face 5 years in prison. … 
Be it the response to different extremist ideologies or the interaction with state threats, 
CST’s work identifies how antisemitism is the poison that pollutes so many of our wider 
national security challenges.   
And no one should be in any doubt about the unparalleled professionalism and 
extraordinary expertise with which Mark Gardner and all the teams and volunteers carry it 
out. The information and intelligence-sharing with police forces and government, which 
has contributed to the arrests and convictions of the removal of so many individuals intent 
on causing harm.   
And the SAFE programme, through which CST shares expertise with other minority groups 
who want to keep their communities safe and secure – building the bonds and bridges 
across different faiths that help to keep our society as a whole cohesive and strong.   
Through all of this work, CST play a pivotal role not just in securing the safety of the Jewish 
community but our country as a whole.  …  
As Home Secretary, I know that security and safety are the bedrock on which all of these 
other opportunities in our lives are built.   
A Jewish community that feels secure means a Jewish community that can flourish. And a 
successful, vibrant, confident Jewish community means a better future for Britain. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/home-secretary-speech-at-the-community-
security-trust  

 

Information about Iran being placed in the Foreign Influence Registration Scheme, referred 
to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/protecting-national-security  
 
 

Ministry of Justice  

Lord Chancellor letter to the Sentencing Council: 20 March 2025 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67e6640655be617e1490d69c/lord-
chancellor-rt-hon_lord-justice-davis.pdf 
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

Mark Ruskell (Green) [S6M-16838] Support for Stella Maris – That the Parliament 
notes with concern the treatment and dismissal of Stella Maris as the rector of University 
of St Andrews, following her public letter calling for a ceasefire in Palestine; understands 
that this letter was published from the independent office of the rector to, and on behalf of, 
students at the university; recognises that rector is an independent role in the university 
court and is elected by the student body; believes that this gives the role holder significant 
scope to make statements on global issues on behalf of the students; understands that, 
since Ms Maris’ dismissal, several open letters signed by the students and the international 
community calling for her reinstatement have been published, believes that Ms Maris has 
not received adequate support from the university and has felt unsafe due to the 
heightened media coverage of her dismissal, and supports the calls for her reinstatement 
as chair of the university court. 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16838   
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/home-secretary-speech-at-the-community-security-trust
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/home-secretary-speech-at-the-community-security-trust
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/protecting-national-security
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67e6640655be617e1490d69c/lord-chancellor-rt-hon_lord-justice-davis.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67e6640655be617e1490d69c/lord-chancellor-rt-hon_lord-justice-davis.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16838
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Stella Maris’ letter, referred to above, can be read at  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fsm-aeN-c2T1mo_KIdBq8eNjcttF3ckg0qG-
7qAwi9I/edit?tab=t.0   

 

Information about the dismissal of Stella Maris as President of Court of the University of St 
Andrews, referred to above, can be read at 
https://news.st-andrews.ac.uk/archive/statement-from-the-court-of-the-university-of-st-
andrews-university-court-discharges-rector/   
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Slaughter without pre-stunning 
Jonathan Buckley (DUP) [AQW 24895/22-27] To ask the Minister of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs to detail the number of animals that have been slaughtered 
without being stunned for the production of halal meat in each of the last five years. 

Minister of Agriculture: All animals slaughtered in Northern Ireland within the past 
5 years for Halal production have been stunned preslaughter. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=433856  
 

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answers 

The following five questions all received the same answer 
National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 

Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour) [HL5841] To ask His Majesty's Government what 
is the date of the latest UK Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre business case; what 
is the latest estimate for the total amount of capital cost including contingency; and whether 
both the business case and the estimate are publicly available. 
Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour) [HL5842] To ask His Majesty's Government 
when they last prepared an estimate of the total capital cost for the UK Holocaust Memorial 
and Learning Centre, and what assumptions they used for the (1) start date, and (2) end 
date, of its construction. 
Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour) [HL5843] To ask His Majesty's Government what 
estimate they have made of the cost of time spent by (1) Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government staff, and (2) contractors, on (a) management, (b) project 
management, (c) planning, (d) legal case management, (e) architectural design, and (f) 
engineering management, of the UK Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre. 
Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour) [HL5844] To ask His Majesty's Government 
whether the contract with Sir David Adjaye and Adjaye Associates to provide lead 
architectural services for the UK Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre is still in force; 
and if it, or an amended contract, is in force, what is the scope of that contract or those 
contracts. 
Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour) [HL5845] To ask His Majesty's Government what 
estimate they have made of the cost of maintenance, landscaping, security and flood 
defence of the UK Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre during and after its 
construction. 

Lord Khan of Burnley: A revised Full Business Case for the Holocaust Memorial 
and Learning Centre was  prepared  in  2023.  That  business  case  supported  the  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fsm-aeN-c2T1mo_KIdBq8eNjcttF3ckg0qG-7qAwi9I/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fsm-aeN-c2T1mo_KIdBq8eNjcttF3ckg0qG-7qAwi9I/edit?tab=t.0
https://news.st-andrews.ac.uk/archive/statement-from-the-court-of-the-university-of-st-andrews-university-court-discharges-rector/
https://news.st-andrews.ac.uk/archive/statement-from-the-court-of-the-university-of-st-andrews-university-court-discharges-rector/
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=433856
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Accounting Officer assessment published on 26 June 2023; cost estimates used in 
the business case were published on 28 June 2023 in a Written Ministerial 
Statement by Baroness Scott of Bybrook [Statement UIN HLWS875]. The business 
case assumed that construction would extend from 2024 to 2027 with appropriate 
contingency included to allow for further delay. 
Information on programme costs incurred to date has been set out in answers by 
Lord Khan of Burnley to Written Parliamentary Questions HL4243 and HL4207 and 
an answer by Baroness Taylor of Stevenage to Written Parliamentary Question 
HL5549. 
The contract awarded in 2016 to Adjaye Associates, Ron Arad Architects and 
Gustafson Porter + Bowman for the design of a Holocaust Memorial and Learning 
Centre at Victoria Tower Gardens, Westminster remains in place. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5841  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5842  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5843  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5844  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5845  
 

The Full Business Case referred to above is not currently available online. 
 

The Accounting Officer assessment referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dluhc-accounting-officer-assessments/uk-
holocaust-memorial-and-learning-centre-revised-accounting-officer-assessment  

 

The Written Statement referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-06-28/hlws875  
 

The written answers referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/hl4243  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/hl4207  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-06/hl5549  
 
 

Department for Culture, Media and Sport 

Family to be reunited with Nazi-looted artwork after eight decades 
The heirs and great-grandchildren of Jewish Belgian art collector Samuel Hartveld are set 
to receive a painting by Henry Gibbs currently in the collection of the Tate … 
When Hartveld and his wife left the city, the couple were forced to leave behind their most 
treasured possessions including a painting by Henry Gibbs, titled ‘Aeneas and his Family 
Fleeing Burning Troy’. The painting is said to have been one of 66 paintings in a gallery 
owned by Hartveld in Antwerp. … 
After surviving the war, Hartveld was never reunited with his collection of paintings, as a 
majority of the works were looted and sold by the German authorities with Hartveld and 
his family receiving none of the proceeds. Some of his artworks may have changed hands 
several times since 1940 and are believed to be in galleries across Europe. The painting 
by Henry Gibbs was eventually purchased from Galerie Jan de Maere in Brussels in 1994 
by the Tate collection. … 
Arts Minister Sir Chris Bryant said: The case of Samuel Hartveld is the perfect example of 
the Spoliation Advisory Panel doing the work it was  designed  to  do – helping  to  reunite  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5841
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5842
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5843
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5844
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/hl5845
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dluhc-accounting-officer-assessments/uk-holocaust-memorial-and-learning-centre-revised-accounting-officer-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dluhc-accounting-officer-assessments/uk-holocaust-memorial-and-learning-centre-revised-accounting-officer-assessment
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-06-28/hlws875
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/hl4243
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/hl4207
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-06/hl5549
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families with their most treasured possessions that were looted by the Nazis. 
The decision to return the painting to the heirs of Samuel Hartveld and his wife is absolutely 
the right decision, which I welcome wholeheartedly. 
Director of Tate Maria Balshaw said: It is a profound privilege to help reunite this work with 
its rightful heirs, and I am delighted to see the spoliation process working successfully to 
make this happen. Although the artwork’s provenance was extensively investigated when 
it was acquired in 1994, crucial facts concerning previous ownership of the painting were 
not known. … 
The trustees of the Sonia Klein Trust said: … This decision clearly acknowledges the awful 
Nazi persecution of Samuel Hartveld and that the ‘clearly looted’ painting belonged to Mr. 
Hartveld, a Jewish Belgian art collector and dealer. … 
The Government welcomes Tate’s full cooperation with this process throughout and its 
prompt agreement to accept the Panel’s recommendation in full. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/family-to-be-reunited-with-nazi-looted-artwork-
after-eight-decades  
 
Report of the Spoliation Advisory Panel in respect of the painting 'Aeneas and his 
Family Fleeing Burning Troy' by Henry Gibbs 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67e3cfa4dcd2d93561195bdb/Report_of_T
he_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_Final.pdf  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Scottish Parliament Motion S6M-16838 “Support for Stella Maris” that is 
included in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Defence 
Brian Leishman (Labour) [39809] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, what the 
purpose is of Project HEZUK; and whether that project (a) is ongoing or (b) has been 
discontinued. 

Luke Pollard: The Ministry of Defence has a number of active and retired project 
names, I will not comment further for security reasons. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39809  
 

Trade Agreements: Israel 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [40930] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and 
Trade, whether his Department plans to exempt trade with the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories from the free trade agreement being negotiated with Israel. 

Douglas Alexander: The government’s position is clear that Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories are illegal under international law 
Goods originating from illegal Israeli settlements are not entitled to tariff and trade 
preferences under either the existing agreement between the UK and Israel or in 
our agreement with the Palestinian Authority. This will not change in an upgraded 
free trade agreement with Israel. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40930  
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/family-to-be-reunited-with-nazi-looted-artwork-after-eight-decades
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/family-to-be-reunited-with-nazi-looted-artwork-after-eight-decades
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67e3cfa4dcd2d93561195bdb/Report_of_The_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_Final.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67e3cfa4dcd2d93561195bdb/Report_of_The_Spoliation_Advisory_Panel_Final.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39809
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40930
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Israel: International Law 
Iqbal Mohamed (Independent) [39733] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what diplomatic steps he is taking to help 
ensure that Israel uphold its obligations under international law. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK strongly opposes Israel's recent resumption of 
hostilities. The Foreign Secretary has been engaged in intensive diplomacy since 
to restore a ceasefire, get hostages out and aid in. He has spoken to US Secretary 
Rubio, to EU High Representative Kallas, UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Tom 
Fletcher, to his Israeli counterpart Gideon Sa'ar and will shortly speak to Palestinian 
Prime Minister Mustafa. On international law the Foreign Secretary, with his French 
and German Counterparts, has publicly urged Israel to uphold its obligations and 
warned Israel that its block on aid to Gaza risks violating International Humanitarian 
Law. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39733  
 

The joint statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-
france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza  
 

Gaza: Politics and Government 
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [39444] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with (a) Israel and 
(b) regional partners on the future governance of Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary welcomed the Arab initiative of a 
Recovery and Reconstruction Plan for Gaza, alongside Foreign Ministers of 
France, Germany and Italy on 8 March. Reconstruction efforts must be based upon 
a solid political and security framework that provides long-term peace and security 
for Israelis and Palestinians alike. We are committed to working with the Arab 
initiative, Palestinians and Israel, including on security and governance, and are 
engaging international partners to support these efforts. We are clear there can be 
no role for Hamas. The UK supports a central role for the Palestinian Authority. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39444  
 

Israel: UNRWA 
Merlanie Ward (Labour) [39771] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what representations he has made to his Israeli 
counterpart on restarting civil-military cooperation with UNRWA. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK has repeatedly set out our grave concern about the 
Government of Israel's legislation on the United Nations Relief and Work Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), and our support for UNRWA's 
vital work to provide essential services and humanitarian assistance in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. On 31 January, together with France and 
Germany, we shared our grave concern regarding the Government of Israel's 
implementation of UNRWA legislation and called on Israel to abide by its 
international obligations and responsibility to ensure full, rapid, safe and unhindered 
humanitarian assistance and the provision of basic services to the civilian 
population. The Foreign Secretary continues to raise these issues with Israeli 
counterparts and discussed this with the UN's Emergency Relief Coordinator, Tom 
Fletcher, on 14 March. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39771  
 

The joint statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39733
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39444
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39771
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
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Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Andrew Gwynne (Independent) [39399] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has had recent discussions with his 
international counterparts on the accessibility of Gaza for the distribution of humanitarian 
aid. 

Hamish Falconer: On 21 March, the Foreign Secretary issued a joint statement 
with the Foreign Ministers of France and Germany, making clear that Israel should 
fully respect international law and allow the flow of aid immediately. He called on 
Israel to restore humanitarian access, including water and electricity, and ensure 
access to medical care and temporary medical evacuations in accordance with 
international humanitarian law. The Foreign Secretary called Israeli Foreign 
Minister Sa'ar and Minister for Strategic Affairs Dermer on 20 and 21 March to press 
Israel to restore humanitarian access, raise serious concerns about civilian deaths 
and the safety of the hostages, and the importance of restoring a ceasefire and 
negotiated path forward. He also spoke to the Emergency Relief Coordinator, Tom 
Fletcher, about the humanitarian situation in Gaza on 14 March. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39399  
 

The joint statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-
france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Nesil Caliskan (Labour) [39732] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what information his Department holds on the 
amount of UK aid that has reached Gaza since 15 January 2025. 

Hamish Falconer: The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) 
does not have a breakdown of the specific amount of UK aid that has reached Gaza 
since 15 January 2025, but the UN reports that over 4,000 trucks of aid entered 
Gaza per week during the ceasefire, reaching over 2 million people. In the first days 
of the ceasefire, we released £17 million in additional emergency humanitarian 
funding for the promised surge in aid, bringing our total support this financial year 
for Palestinians across the region to £129 million. The UK remains strongly 
opposed to Israel's halt of the flow of aid into Gaza since 2 March, which risks 
undoing the vital progress made during the ceasefire. Since 7 October 2023, UK 
support has meant over half a million people have received essential healthcare, 
over 647,000 have received food, and over 284,000 people have improved access 
to water, sanitation and hygiene services. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39732  
 

Hossam Shabat 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [40970] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to his Israeli 
counterpart on the killing of Hossam Shabat by Israeli forces; what steps he is taking to 
help increase the safety of journalists in conflict zones. 

Hamish Falconer: The Government is deeply concerned about the safety of 
civilians, including journalists in Gaza, who are afforded protection under 
international humanitarian law. As international media are not permitted to work in 
Gaza, Palestinian journalists have been playing a crucial role in covering the impact 
of the conflict. This Government has been repeatedly clear that all civilians must be 
protected in Gaza. The Foreign Secretary reiterated this again in a joint statement 
with the Foreign Ministers of France and Germany on 21 March, which called on 
Israel to fully respect international law. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40970  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39399
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39732
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-24/40970
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The joint statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-
france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL5719] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Collins of Highbury on 10 March (HL5089), what assessment 
they have made of the impartiality of the experts to which that answer refers regarding 
death statistics. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: As explained in HL5089, we use data from United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). The United 
Nations, and its agencies, work under the principle of impartiality. We also consult 
academic experts, including from the London School of Tropical Medicine, who 
have published their research in peer-reviewed publications. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-12/hl5719  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/hl5089  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL5720] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Collins of Highbury on 10 March (HL5089), what assessment 
they have made of the number of Palestinian combatants killed since 7 October 2023, the 
ratio of this figure against Palestinian civilians killed during the same period, and how that 
ratio compares with other urban conflicts. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: We use data from United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to report on daily casualties in the 
current Gaza conflict. OCHA draws on figures issued from the Gazan Ministry of 
Health (MoH), which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants. It is 
nonetheless clear that the conflict has been devastating for civilians. It is vital that 
the ceasefire is sustained, all hostages released, and aid and access to essential 
services including electricity in Gaza resumed. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-12/hl5720  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/hl5089  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL5769] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Collins of Highbury on 10 March (HL5089), what assessment 
they have made of the reliability of the figures produced as a result of changes of 
methodology used by the Gazan Ministry of Health since October 2023. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The UK Government uses data from the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) for the numbers of those 
killed in the current Gaza conflict. OCHA obtain their figures from the Gazan 
Ministry of Health (MoH). Producing reliable casualty statistics in contexts of violent 
conflict is often difficult. For example, prior to October 7th 2023, the MoH collected 
mortality figures from 8 sentinel hospitals across the strip. Unfortunately, many of 
these hospitals were struck in the conflict and the capacity to collect the data was 
reduced. After consulting experts, we believe the MoH data to be largely accurate. 
Some experts have reached the view  that  the  MoH may have underestimated the  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-12/hl5719
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/hl5089
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-12/hl5720
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/hl5089
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numbers of injured and dead. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-13/hl5769  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/hl5089  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Emma Roddick (SNP) [S6W=35570] To ask the Scottish Government, regarding the 
£750,000 that it provided for aid in Gaza, what its response is to the Israeli government's 
reported decision to block such aid for people in Gaza, and what information it has on 
whether any aid that it has provided or funded will be impacted. 

Angus Robertson: Since the current escalation began, Scottish Government has 
provided £1m to support humanitarian response efforts in Gaza and the wider 
region. £750k of this was channelled through the UN Relief and Works Agency in 
November 2023. These funds have been fully used to provide food, medicine and 
shelter for displaced people in Gaza. 
We provided a further £250,000 to the Disasters Emergency Committee, Mercy 
Corps and SCIAF in November 2024. I am concerned that the current Israeli 
blockade of aid entering Gaza, now in its third week, could lead to delays in this 
lifesaving support reaching the men women and children who so desperately need 
it. 
I urge all parties to reengage in negotiations in good faith and with due regard to 
their obligations under international humanitarian law which requires the rapid and 
unimpeded passage of humanitarian relief. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-
answers/question?ref=S6W-35570   
 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

Alex Rowley (Labour) [S6M-16948] Children in Palestine Deserve the Chance to 
Live – That the Parliament is deeply concerned by reports that over 15,000 children and 
young people under 18 have been killed since the start of Israeli military operations in 
Gaza in October 2023; understands that, according to the most recent figures from the 
Gaza health ministry, of the 15,613 children killed, 890 were under the age of one, 274 
were born and died during the course of the war and just over a quarter, 26%, were under 
five; recognises that the Gaza health ministry has recently reported the death toll of 
Palestinians in Gaza now reaching over 50,000, but believes that this figure is likely to be 
higher, with many thousands of bodies reported to still be under rubble; acknowledges the 
finding from a peer-reviewed study, which was published in The Lancet by researchers 
from a leading health research university, that the number of people killed may be 
significantly higher than the figure reported by authorities, by up to 41%; understands that 
the true number of deaths will also be significantly higher due to the disruption to 
healthcare and insufficient food, clean water and sanitation, as well as disease outbreaks; 
believes that the reporting from the UN that around 70% of all deaths in Gaza have been 
women and children is devastating; further believes that this situation cannot continue and 
constitutes one of the greatest humanitarian crises in current times, and calls on the UK 
Government to stop all arms sales to Israel and expand its efforts for a permanent 
ceasefire to all hostilities. 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16948   
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-13/hl5769
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/hl5089
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-35570
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-35570
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16948
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Gaza: Deep concerns about the forced displacement of Palestinians 
We are deeply concerned about the shrinking space for civilians in Gaza who are being 
forcibly displaced by the Israeli army from large swaths of territory. Since the resumption 
of its military campaign on 18 March, the Israeli army has issued 10 mandatory “evacuation 
orders”, covering large areas across all governorates of the Gaza strip. 
Of particular concern is northern Gaza, over half of which appears to be under such orders. 
Tens of thousands of Palestinians are reportedly trapped in Khan Younis and Rafah. 
Those who are displaced are not guaranteed safety. The Israeli army ordered the 
population from western Rafah to go to Al Mawasi, which has been reportedly bombarded. 
These evacuations fail to comply with the requirements of international humanitarian law. 
Israel is not taking any measures to provide accommodation for the evacuated population, 
nor ensure that these evacuations are conducted in satisfactory conditions of hygiene, 
health, safety and nutrition. 
Civilians who have endured multiple displacement as a result of such orders are again 
faced with the stark choice of being displaced once more or staying and risking their lives 
and those of their loved ones. Since 18 March, at least 855 Palestinians were killed by the 
Israeli army, and 1,869 were injured, according to the Ministry of Health in Gaza. 
We call on all parties to reach a permanent ceasefire as soon as possible. Israel must 
immediately end its blockade of humanitarian assistance and refrain from any acts 
amounting to forcible transfer of Gaza’s population. Forcible transfer is a serious violation 
of international humanitarian law and constitutes a crime under international law. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/gaza-deep-concerns-about-forced-
displacement-palestinians  
 
 

UNRWA 

UNRWA Commissioner-General: "Gaza : humanity at its darkest hour" 
No humanitarian aid has entered #Gaza for more than 3 weeks now.   
This is  longest that Gaza has been without any supplies since the war began. 
During the ceasefire, 500–600 trucks arrived daily.  
The sick are without medicine. 
Prices are soaring. 
Hunger is increasing while the risk of diseases spreading is looming. 
Meanwhile, bombardment from the Israeli Forces continues. 
Last week saw the single deadliest day in the past 1.5 years of war with more than  500 
people reported killed including women and children. 
Another eight UNRWA  staff were killed only in the past week. 
People continue to search for safety.  
Over 140,000 people were forced to flee due to the Israeli authorities evacuation orders. 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-gaza-
humanity-its-darkest-hour  
 

TOP 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/gaza-deep-concerns-about-forced-displacement-palestinians
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https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-gaza-humanity-its-darkest-hour
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-gaza-humanity-its-darkest-hour
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Library Briefing 

Persecution of Christians 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2025-0076/CDP-2025-0076.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, First Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-27/debates/f1b94411-cdcd-41a4-8e1b-
0ee2e847e52e/CrimeAndPolicingBill(FirstSitting)  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime_policing_rm_pbc_0331.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
** Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 
 

Bill as Introduced 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0082/240082.pdf  

 
** Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 

House of Lords Grand committee, Fourth Day 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-27/debates/B997DE98-0C68-4A59-8CD7-
64DACF06DA4D/HolocaustMemorialBill  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  
 

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2025-0076/CDP-2025-0076.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
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https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-27/debates/f1b94411-cdcd-41a4-8e1b-0ee2e847e52e/CrimeAndPolicingBill(FirstSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-27/debates/f1b94411-cdcd-41a4-8e1b-0ee2e847e52e/CrimeAndPolicingBill(FirstSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_rm_pbc_0331.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_rm_pbc_0331.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0082/240082.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-27/debates/B997DE98-0C68-4A59-8CD7-64DACF06DA4D/HolocaustMemorialBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-27/debates/B997DE98-0C68-4A59-8CD7-64DACF06DA4D/HolocaustMemorialBill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0212/240212.pdf  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_rep_0331.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 
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