26 March 2025

Jewish Communities

Representing, connecting, and supporting Jewish people in Scotland

Political Affairs Digest

A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community

Contents
Home Affairs Relevant Legislation

Israel Consultations
Back issues

The following two questions both received the same answer
Religion: Education
Shivani Raja (Conservative) [38703] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she
will make an assessment of the potential impact of the teaching of religious education on
(a) community relations and (b) preparing pupils for work in a global economy.
Shivani Raja (Conservative) [38704] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what
steps she plans to take to help ensure that schools meet their statutory requirement to
teach religious education to pupils at all stages of their schooling.
Catherine McKinnell: It is a mandatory requirement for maintained schools and
academies to teach religious education (RE) to all pupils throughout all key stages
up to age 18. RE is inspected by Ofsted as part of their assessment of a school’s
curriculum, as set out in the school inspection handbook. In schools with a
designated religious character, schools will receive an inspection of RE provision
from their religious body.
The government has established an independent Curriculum and Assessment
Review, covering ages 5 to 18, chaired by Professor Becky Francis CBE. The
Review Group has now published a well-evidenced, clear interim report, which sets
out its findings and confirms the key areas for further work. The review will be
looking in greater detail at all curriculum subjects, including RE, within the next
phase, proceeding on the basis of ‘evolution not revolution’. Any subject-specific
findings and recommendations will be included in the final report, which will be
published in the autumn.
RE is an important subject that should provide pupils with an opportunity to learn
about a wide range of religious and non-religious beliefs. RE should help pupils to
better understand the values and traditions of different religious communities.
When teaching RE, schools should consider how their curriculum can develop
social skills and empathy, as well as equip children and young people with the skills
for living and working in a diverse society. For older pupils, RE should also focus
on developing skills that are useful in a wide range of careers and adult life, in
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particular the skills of critical enquiry, creative problem-solving and communication.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38703
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38704

The interim report referred to above, together with associated publications, can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/curriculum-and-assessment-review-interim-report

Palestine Action
Brian Leishman (Labour) [38767] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, whether she has had meetings to discuss Palestine Action since July 2024.
Diana Johnson: Home Office ministers regularly meet with officials to discuss the
safety and security of the public.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38767

Home Office: Elbit Systems
Brian Leishman (Labour) [38765] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, for what reason Ministers in her Department met with Elbit Systems on 16
December 2024.
Diana Johnson: No ministers have met Elbit Systems on 16th December 2024.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38765

Community Security Trust: Finance
Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP) [HL5702] To ask His Majesty's Government what is the
total annual funding provided to the Community Security Trust.
Lord Hanson of Flint: The Jewish Community Protective Security (JCPS) Grant
provides protective security measures (such as security personnel services, CCTV
and alarm systems) at synagogues, Jewish educational establishments and
community sites. It is managed on behalf of the Home Office by the Community
Security Trust. The Community Security Trust will receive funding of £18 million per
year through the JCPS from 2024/25 to 2027/28.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/h15702

Information about the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant, referred to above, can
be read at
httpos://www.qov.uk/quidance/jewish-community-protective-security-qgrant

Tell MAMA: Finance
Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour) [HL5676] To ask His Majesty's Government why
they are stopping funding for Tell MAMA; and what assessment they have made of the
impact of this decision on the level of Islamophobia in the UK.
Lord Khan of Burnley: Funding for Tell MAMA has not stopped.
In 2024/25, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government made up
to £1m of funding available to Tell MAMA via Faith Matters to continue this work.
And, following negotiations, Tell MAMA and MHCLG have now signed a Grant
Funding Agreement for this financial year and we have instructed payment the first
half of 24/25. We are awaiting further claims from Tell Mama for further payment
into the second half of the year.
As with all government funding, funding to Tell MAMA is subject to grant funding
agreements which are rightly kept under constant review and are subject to
continued monitoring and evaluation.
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The Government will soon be opening a call for grant applications to ensure we can
meet the challenges communities face today. We welcome an application from Tell
MAMA and look forward to seeing their new ideas and proposals for confronting
hate targeting Muslims and providing support to victims, which is a priority for this
government. Further detail will be provided in due course.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/h15676
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See also Commons written answers 38765 “Home Office: Elbit Systems” and 38767
“Palestine Action” that are included in the Home Affairs section above.

House of Commons Written Answers

Israel: Arms Trade
Igbal Mohamed (Independent) [39736] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will suspend arms sales to Israel.
Hamish Falconer: We have continued to review export licences for items to Israel
and assess that there are no extant licences for items that might be used to commit
or facilitate a serious violation of International Humanitarian law. This is subject to
the specific measures set out to Parliament excluding exports to the global F-35
programme from the scope of the suspension. There are a number of export
licences which we have assessed are not for use by the Israeli Defense Forces in
military operations in Gaza and therefore do not require suspension. These include
military items such as components for trainer aircraft or components for air defence
systems, and other, non-military, items such as food-testing chemicals, telecoms
and data equipment.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39736

UNRWA: Finance
Priti Patel (Conservative) [38984] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what criteria he will use to assess whether to
provide UNRWA with funding in 2025.
Hamish Falconer: We cannot yet confirm funding allocations for financial year
2025-26, but continue to assess all overseas development assistance robustly
against government priorities. The UK has provided £41 million this financial year
for United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA). This supports delivery of UNRWA's vital work, ensuring that
Palestinians have access to humanitarian assistance, education and healthcare in
Gaza, the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the region.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-18/38984

International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [39443] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to the oral contribution of the
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Affairs in the debate on Israeli-Palestinian Peace: International Fund on 11 March 2025,
Official Report, column 368WH, when the inaugural meeting of the international fund for
Israeli-Palestinian peace will take place in London; and who will be present.
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Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary is committed to convening a meeting to
support civil society in the region. On 11 March, | answered a Westminster Hall
Debate on this topic, where | emphasised the UK's commitment to supporting
peace efforts in the Middle East and to help find a resolution to the Israel-Palestine
conflict. We want to make sure that the meeting will have the desired effect of
building trust across communities, and that the timing is sensitive to the
circumstances in the region.

| have also met with representatives of the Alliance for Middle East Peace to discuss
their proposal for an International Fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace. The Foreign
Secretary and | welcome the opportunity to discuss further with civil society
organisations their work and the prospects for peacebuilding. Since day one, the
Government has prioritised working to end this conflict and secure the safe release
of hostages, in co-ordination with international partners. We will continue to use
every diplomatic lever to bring about a ceasefire deal as the first step towards long-
term peace and security for Israelis and Palestinians, and the wider region.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39443

The oral contribution referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/0BC095FB-6732-40B9-
BB66-BB1E1EC062C2/Israeli-PalestinianPeacelnternationalFund#contribution-
5E1F0179-B5AB-41C1-8D89-8B9FDO0OEASF7

The following three questions all received the same answer
Israel: Occupied Territories
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [39440] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with (a)
Israel, (b) the USA, (c) the UAE and (d) other countries in the region on the ceasefire

agreement between Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [39441] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to ensure the UK's active
involvement in discussions on the ceasefire agreement between Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories.
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [39442] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to support the ceasefire
agreement between Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Hamish Falconer: As the Foreign Secretary said to the House on 20th March, we
strongly oppose Israel's resumption of hostilities. We urgently want to see a return
to a ceasefire. More bloodshed is in no-one's interest. Hamas must release all the
hostages and negotiations must resume. We want Israel and Hamas to re-engage
with negotiations, we continue to condemn Hamas, of course, for their actions on
October 7th 2023, their refusal to release the hostages, and their ongoing threat to
Israel, but we are also resolute in calling on Israel to abide by international law and
to lift the unacceptable restrictions on aid and demand the protection of civilians.
Since the renewed outbreak of hostilities, the Foreign Secretary has spoken to US
Secretary of State Rubio, to EU High Representative Kallas, to UN Emergency
Relief Coordinator Tom Fletcher and plans to speak to his Israeli counterpart
Gideon Sa'ar and Palestinian Prime Minister Mustafa.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39440
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/3944 1
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39442

The Foreign Secretary’s statement referred to above can be read at
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-03-20/debates/393342B7-164E-4306-BA76-
FE648ADB773F/ConflictinGaza#tcontribution-1614AD92-40C3-4EE6-A8C6-9A842D4031DC

Gaza: Armed Conflict
Jas Athwal (Labour) [38781] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his (a) Middle Eastern and (b)
Palestinian counterparts on reducing the impact of damage to (i) educational and (ii)
cultural facilities in Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: We are deeply alarmed by the disproportionate impact of the
conflict on children in Gaza. Education is a priority sector, and we are engaging
with partners to ensure children's needs are integrated into recovery planning. The
destruction of cultural facilities is also highly concerning. The Foreign Secretary
welcomed the Arab initiative of a Recovery and Reconstruction Plan for Gaza,
alongside Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and Italy on 8 March. We are
funding technical expertise to support Palestinian Authority planning for Gaza's
recovery and reconstruction. The UK is engaging with international partners to
support a Palestinian-led recovery.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38781

The joint statement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/foreign-ministers-statement-arab-plan-for-
reconstruction-of-gaza

House of Lords Oral Answers

Israel: Arms Exports
Lord Howard of Lympne (Conservative): To ask His Majesty’s Government, further to
the remarks by Baroness Chapman of Darlington on 3 September 2024 (HL Deb cols
1065-69), whether they had discretion not to suspend the arms exports to Israel which
they suspended.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Business and
Trade and Department for Science, Information and Technology (Baroness
Jones of Whitchurch): My Lords, the assessment that there was a clear risk that
certain UK exports might be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of
international humanitarian law meant that such exports were no longer permitted
under our strategic export licensing criteria, and were thus suspended. The SELC
are statutory guidance, from which the Government may depart only when there is
a good reason. Moreover, the UK’s international obligations, such as under the
Arms Trade Treaty, remain binding on the UK under international law, irrespective
of whether the SELC are being applied. My noble friend Lady Chapman was
therefore quite correct to say that, under the criteria, the Government were required
to suspend certain licences.
Lord Howard of Lympne | thank the Minister for that answer but, when the Foreign
Secretary announced the suspension, he was careful not to use the word “required”, and
specifically referred to the fact that international humanitarian law was not the only factor
to be taken into account. Whether one thinks that all arms exports to Israel should be
suspended or no arms exports to Israel should be granted, surely we can all agree that
Parliament must be given an accurate reason for the Government’s decision. Is not the
very fact that the suspension is only partial proof that, contrary to what the noble Baroness,
Lady Chapman of Darlington, told your Lordships on 3 September and subsequently, the
Government had a discretion in this matter that they chose to exercise in a particular way?
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch: | must reiterate that my noble friend Lady
Chapman was absolutely correct to say that, under the criteria, the Government
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were required to suspend certain licences. The decision not to suspend the F35
licences was a departure from the criteria, and Ministers anticipated such a course
when the criteria were introduced.
However, our international obligations remain binding on the UK under international
law, regardless of whether the SELC are being applied. So, for example, our actions
to depart from the SELC and continue the export of items for the F35 programme
still have to comply with the Arms Trade Treaty. Article 7 of that treaty requires a
balancing exercise, considering factors including the risk of serious violation of
international humanitarian law and whether exports “would contribute to or
undermine peace and security”. Exports are prohibited under this article unless the
risk of negative consequences is overriding.
Finally, the Government have been clear about the international humanitarian risks
in this case, but also that F35 licences cannot be suspended without serious
prejudice to the entire programme and, therefore, to international peace and
security. Thus, the exemption of F35 licences was a case-specific decision based
on specific factors, while the suspension of other licences was mandated by the
criteria.
Lord Singh of Wimbledon: My Lords, the United Nations, Amnesty International, Human
Rights Watch and others have all condemned lIsraeli brutality and genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank. The International Criminal Court has declared
Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, guilty of war crimes and issued a warrant for
his arrest. Will the Minister agree that, in continuing to supply arms to Israel, however
diplomatically we put it, we are complicit in the genocide of Palestinian men, women and
innocent children?
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch: | Ultimately, these are matters for the courts to
determine, not the Government. However, the clear risk of serious breaches of
international humanitarian law has led us to suspend those licences. | will say one
further thing: Prime Minister Netanyahu has not been found guilty of any breaches
up until this date.
Baroness Deech (Crossbench): My Lords, are the Government taking a bit of a pick-
and-mix attitude to international law? In the case of Prime Minister Netanyahu, what about
the law of sovereign immunity? He has immunity as a head of state, and it is a state that
never signed up to the International Criminal Court. The Government need to be clear on
what they consider to be international law and what is not, and not just pick and choose.
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch: | | can only reiterate what | have just said, which
is that this is a matter for the courts, not the Government, to determine. However,
we have made our own decisions about the clear risk of serious breaches of
international humanitarian law, which have led us to suspend the licences being
debated.
Lord Wolfson of Tredegar (Conservative): My Lords, on 15 October my noble friend
Lord Howard of Lympne asked a Written Question of the Attorney-General, who | am
pleased to see in his place. He asked whether the Attorney-General’s advice was that
licences to export arms to Israel had to be suspended. The Attorney’s reply cited the usual
convention that his advice was confidential. But, on 5 September, the noble Baroness,
Lady Chapman of Darlington, referred expressly to the substance of that advice when
explaining to this House why arms exports had to be suspended. Her answer therefore
both breached the convention on Attorney-Generals’ advice and contradicted the Foreign
Secretary’s explanation, because he said in the other place that the Government had a
“discretion” on whether to suspend the licences. Can we now finally have a clear answer
to a clear question? Were the Government legally required to suspend those arms export
licences or did they have a discretion that they chose to exercise in a particular way?
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch: | As | have made clear, our assessment was that
there was a clear risk that there would be serious violations of international




humanitarian law, so my noble friend was correct in her decision. The strategic
export licensing criteria are cumulative, in that before a licence can be issued it
must comply with all the criteria. Criterion 5 of the SELC is a separate criterion that
allows the Government to weigh national security concerns when considering
whether to license an export, and as such provides a discretionary basis on which
to refuse exports. There is no scope to balance criterion 2(c) on international
humanitarian issues against criterion 5.
Lord Grocott (Labour): My Lords, is it not a fact that we all know and can agree on that,
during the course of the war in Gaza, schools, hospitals and aid convoys have been
attacked, and families have been attacked in areas that the Israel Defense Forces has
declared as being safe to go to? Rather than looking at the intricacies of legal arguments,
is it not an absolutely clear fact, bearing in mind the proportionality principle of international
humanitarian law, that it would be an astonishing argument to say that there have been no
violations of international humanitarian law?
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch: | | thank my noble friend for raising those issues.
We strongly oppose Israel’s resumption of hostilities and urgently want to see a
return to a ceasefire. More bloodshed is in no one’s interest. The reported civilian
casualties resulting from the recent strikes are appalling and we urge all parties to
return urgently to talks, implement the ceasefire agreement in full and work towards
a permanent peace. For the sake of the remaining hostages and their loved ones,
for the people of Gaza and for the future of two peoples who have suffered so much
for so long, we will continue to strive for a return to the path of peace.
Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, these Benches agreed with the
assessment carried out last summer. But, given that there have been considerable and
grave breaches since then, why have the Government not reviewed their assessment, to
take into consideration the more recent developments and the concerns over breaches?
Given that the assessment concerned the risk of grave breaches in Gaza, we have also
seen—with almost impunity—the deteriorating situation in the West Bank. Surely the
Government should be using the precautionary principle and we should not be trading with
the Occupied Territories and should be restricting further activities, because these export
licence restrictions represent less than 10% of all licences. Surely the Government must
now use the precautionary principle and widen restrictions even further, especially with
regard to the West Bank?
Baroness Jones of Whitchurch: | My Lords, we keep all these decisions under
review. The noble Lord is right to say that not all the licences have been suspended.
Some of the items are not being used actively in combat; they are being used for
humanitarian aid and other issues, to help, for example, the NGOs in those
territories, so we did not feel that a full suspension was necessary.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-25/debates/78673622-8EB0-4C88-90BE-
CB2F54F811FD/lIsraelArmsExports

Baroness Chapman of Darlington’s remarks on 3 September 2024, referred to above by

Lord Howard of Lympne, can be read at
https.//hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-09-03/debates/9BD8C786-8AFB-484E-AF88-

D353419E2004/Middle EastUpdate#contribution-5F7A96A4-55FF-46C0-9EF3-BC2FC686D05C

The SELC (Strategic Export Licensing Criteria), referred to above by Baroness Jones of
Whitchurch and others, can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449

The Arms Trade Treaty, referred to above by Baroness Jones of Whitchurch, can be read at
https://thearmstradetreaty.org/hyper-images/file/ATT _English/ATT English.pdf?templatel
ad=137253

Information about the International Criminal Court arrest warrant referred to above by Lord
Singh of Wimbledon can be read at
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https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges

The Written Question referred to above by Lord Wolfson of Tredegar can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-15/HL 1625/

Baroness Chapman of Darlington’s remarks on 5 September 2024, referred to above by
Lord Wolfson of Tredegar, can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-09-05/debates/043AA3B4-333F-4F47-8F2A-
48A2093DDB2E/IsraelArmsSales
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Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

** Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime policing pbc rm 0326.pdf

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, Twenty-eighth Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-25/debates/072fb172-50ba-42e5-bff5-
€5899a834189/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-EighthSitting)

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, Twenty-ninth Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-25/debates/676a2a72-652e-4ab6a-ad5e-
6c219e4493ff/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-NinthSitting)

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

House of Commons Consideration of Lords Amendments
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-25/debates/69304B4F-A7D8-4E 13-
AA75-9628F9327437/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
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