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Home Affairs 

Board of Deputies of British Jews 

Board of Deputies writes to Home Office over incendiary comments by David Miller 
… “We have written to the Home Office over the incendiary rhetoric of disgraced former 
academic David Miller. We have serious concerns that he is directly inciting violence 
against Jewish individuals and institutions in this country. 
“Fresh from attending the Beirut funeral of Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of proscribed 
terrorist group Hezbollah, Miller has now stated that “the entire Zionist movement globally” 
is responsible for “genocide”, and should be “targeted”, while emphasising that the vast 
majority of Jews in the UK feel a significant and personal attachment to Israel. 
“Miller said yesterday that “Protests are not enough… there are Zionists everywhere. In 
every town and city. Find out where they are”. We believe that this is clearly threatening 
language, intended to stir up racial hatred. We urge prompt action to reassure and protect 
the Jewish community.” … 
To read the full statement see 
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/board-of-deputies-writes-to-home-office-over-incendiary-
comments-by-david-miller/  

 

David Miller’s X posts referred to above can be read at 
https://x.com/Tracking_Power/status/1904174607588061515  
and 
https://x.com/Tracking_Power/status/1903771281696186586  

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Topical Questions: Defence 
Kim  Johnson  (Labour):  Does  the  Secretary  of  State  agree  that  when  we  discuss  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/board-of-deputies-writes-to-home-office-over-incendiary-comments-by-david-miller/
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/board-of-deputies-writes-to-home-office-over-incendiary-comments-by-david-miller/
https://x.com/Tracking_Power/status/1904174607588061515
https://x.com/Tracking_Power/status/1903771281696186586
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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procurement and British-made weapons, we also need to consider our responsibilities and 
legal duties in relation to the issuing of arms licences? Does he agree that now is the time 
to talk about ending all arms sales to Israel? 

John Healey: We keep all our arms exports constantly under review. We have 
made decisions on a limited number of exports in relation to Israel. That position of 
keeping things under review continues, but we have no plans at this stage to make 
any change. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-24/debates/0EC7A446-882B-43E7-
9A10-849811E84744/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1ABBDC16-3B06-4AE2-A989-
B70656D84CD9  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Trade: Occupied Territories and Western Sahara 
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [38511] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade, 
whether he has made an assessment of the potential implications for his policies of 
continuing to permit UK (a) businesses, (b) investment firms and (c) trading entities to (i) 
invest, (ii) trade and (iii) import goods from and within illegal settlements in (A) Western 
Sahara, (B) Occupied Palestinian Territories and (C) occupied territories. 

Douglas Alexander: The UK Government has a clear position that Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are illegal under international 
law. Goods produced in these settlements are not entitled to benefit from 
preferential tariff treatment under the UK's current trade agreements with the 
Palestinian Authority and Israel. There are clear risks related to economic and 
financial activities in the settlements, and we do not encourage or offer support to 
such activity. 
Similarly, it is for companies to take their own decisions on whether to do business 
in Western Sahara.The UK continues to support UN-led efforts to reach a just, 
lasting and mutually acceptable political solution. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-14/38511  
 

Trade: Occupied Territories and Western Sahara 
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [38511] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade, 
with reference to the International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion entitled Legal 
Consequences Arising From The Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Including East Jerusalem, published on 19 July 2024, if he will ban 
UK trade and investment with illegal settlements in (a) Western Sahara and (b) Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. 

Douglas Alexander: The UK Government has a clear position that Israeli 
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are illegal under international 
law. Goods produced in these settlements are not entitled to benefit from 
preferential tariff treatment under the UK's current trade agreements with the 
Palestinian Authority and Israel. There are clear risks related to economic and 
financial activities in the settlements, and we do not encourage or offer support to 
such activity. The UK is committed to international law and respects the 
independence of the ICJ. We are carefully considering the Court's advisory opinion 
with the rigour it deserves. 
It is for companies to take their own decisions on whether to do business in Western 
Sahara. The UK continues to support UN-led efforts to reach a just, lasting and 
mutually acceptable political solution. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-14/38512  
 

The Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-24/debates/0EC7A446-882B-43E7-9A10-849811E84744/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1ABBDC16-3B06-4AE2-A989-B70656D84CD9
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-24/debates/0EC7A446-882B-43E7-9A10-849811E84744/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1ABBDC16-3B06-4AE2-A989-B70656D84CD9
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-24/debates/0EC7A446-882B-43E7-9A10-849811E84744/TopicalQuestions#contribution-1ABBDC16-3B06-4AE2-A989-B70656D84CD9
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-14/38511
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-14/38512
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https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf  
 

Gaza: Military Aircraft 
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [39455] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether the 
RAF has deployed Shadow R1 surveillance flights to Gaza since 15 January 2025. 

Luke Pollard: Since the terrorist attacks against Israel on 7 October 2023, the UK 
Government has been working with partners across the region to secure the 
release of hostages, including British nationals. 
In support of this, the Royal Air Force has been conducting unarmed surveillance 
flights over the Eastern Mediterranean, including in airspace over Israel and Gaza. 
For the avoidance of doubt, our mandate is narrowly defined to focus on securing 
the release of hostages only. 
I cannot comment further on detailed intelligence matters for reasons of operational 
security. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39455  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Conflict in Gaza 
The Foreign Secretary’s Statement in the House of Commons was read in the Lords. 
 

col 1488 … On the night of 18 March, Israel launched airstrikes across Gaza. A number of 
Hamas figures were reportedly killed, but it has been reported that over 400 Palestinians 
were killed in missile strikes and artillery barrages. The majority of them were women and 
children. … 
We strongly oppose Israel’s resumption of hostilities. We urgently want to see a return to 
a ceasefire. More bloodshed is in no one’s interest. Hamas must release all the hostages, 
and negotiations must resume. Diplomacy is the one way to achieve security for both 
Israelis and Palestinians. … deal reached in January saw the nightmare of captivity for 30 
hostages end, and the bodies of eight further victims of Hamas returned to their loved 
ones. … Children in Gaza had respite from relentless fear. The severely injured could 
cross the border again for treatment. Palestinians had begun to return to their homes, and 
to consider how to rebuild their lives. … 
But negotiations have been gridlocked for several weeks. Hamas has been resisting calls 
for the release of further hostages in return for a longer truce. Israeli forces did not begin 
to withdraw from the Philadelphi corridor as agreed, and on 2 March, the Israeli 
Government announced that they were blocking all further aid deliveries until Hamas 
agreed to their terms. For weeks now, supplies of basic goods and electricity have been 
blocked, leaving over half a million civilians once again cut off from clean drinking water 
and sparking a 200% surge in the price of some basic foodstuffs—a boon to those 
criminals who use violence to control supplies. … 
Ultimately, of course, these are matters for the courts, not Governments, to determine, but 
it is difficult to see how denying humanitarian assistance to a civilian population can be 
compatible with international humanitarian law. … 
col 1489 Hamas can have no role in Gaza’s future, but a collapsed ceasefire will not bring 
the hostages home to their families, an endless conflict will not bring long-term security to 
Israel, and a deepening war will only set back the course of regional normalisation and risk 
further instability, shortly after the Houthis resumed their unacceptable threats to shipping 
in the Red sea. … 
Many months ago … I concluded that there was a clear risk of Israel breaching international 
humanitarian law in Gaza. It was that risk … that meant that the Government suspended 
relevant export licences for items for use by the Israel Defence Forces in military 
operations in Gaza. The actions of last week only reinforced that conclusion. … 

 

https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-19/39455
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-20/debates/393342B7-164E-4306-BA76-FE648ADB773F/ConflictInGaza#contribution-1614AD92-40C3-4EE6-A8C6-9A842D4031DC
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col 1490 Lord Callanan (Conservative): … In his Statement in the other place last week, 
the Foreign Secretary confirmed that he was in the process of making representations to 
the Israeli Government to find out more about the investigations they were undertaking 
into the recent air strikes that were undertaken against targets in Gaza. … 
This conflict has seen death, destruction and human suffering across a large area of the 
Middle East. Many lives have been irrevocably changed, and futures are uncertain for 
many thousands of people. We must never forget that the fault for this tragic situation lies 
squarely with Hamas—a murderous, viscerally antisemitic terrorist organisation. It 
kidnapped children, raped and mutilated women and girls, and massacred young people 
who were simply enjoying a music festival. According to Israeli news reports, Hamas has 
now fired over 4,300 rockets at civilian targets and inflicted the single deadliest anti-Jewish 
pogrom since the Holocaust. Hamas has deliberately entrenched itself in civilian 
communities to bring innocent people into the line of fire in the war that it has itself created, 
and it has acted in a way designed and intended to bring about the maximum amount of 
suffering for civilians across the region. 
The power to end this conflict lies with Hamas. It could agree to release the people it has 
imprisoned as hostages now and avert any further escalation in this conflict. … 
The UK’s relationship with Israel is vital to ensure that we can support those affected by 
this terrible conflict and the only way that we can play a role in bringing it to an end. Israel 
must continue to see the UK as a trusted partner if we are to continue to play a role not 
only in bringing about an end to this war but in supporting peace and stability across the 
entire Middle East. I therefore ask the Minister what the Government are doing to 
strengthen this relationship. … 
Finally, ensuring that aid gets to those communities affected by this conflict is one of the 
most important roles we can play amid the suffering that is taking place. Thousands of 
innocent people are suffering and we must do all we can to make sure that food and 
medicine get to those who need it. … 

 

col 1491 Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): … the ferocity of the return to war 
has shocked many. … we have seen strikes within Lebanese territory as well. … 
… the statement from the hostage families of their shock and anger at the Netanyahu 
Government’s resumption of war was really depressing, because it dashes what many 
have had: finally, the prospect of hope. … 
It should be noted that the restart of the war has seen an even higher proportion of victims 
being women and children than before the ceasefire. The availability of food and medicine 
is even less than it was then. Yet again, civilians are being treated disproportionately and 
are also being forcibly moved to new areas where there is no food, shelter, water or 
medicine. That qualifies as a war crime. … 
We have also, regrettably, seen certain extremist elements of Israeli politics rejoin the 
Netanyahu Administration. This is of concern not just to people in this Parliament but to 
civil society in Israel itself.   
col 1492 We have seen the attacks on the judiciary, the statements for annexation of parts 
of the Occupied Palestinian Territories, the unprecedented sacking of the internal 
intelligence chief and the active encouragement of settler violence. Most surely, we cannot 
have a relationship with the Netanyahu Administration in the normal manner. So, what 
actions are the UK taking to prevent settler violence and annexation? What are our red 
lines for our diplomatic relations with the Netanyahu Administration? 
Finally, one of the issues that must now be an imperative is recognition, because, even at 
a time of great humanitarian danger, there is one element we can provide: hope for 
statehood. … 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): … We all share deep concern 
about the resumption of Israeli military action in Gaza, and the United Kingdom 
does not support a return to fighting. It is absolutely not in anybody’s interests … 
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Picking up on the point from the noble Lord, Lord Purvis, about when the right time 
for recognition is, the right time is when we see a clear pathway to a negotiated 
settlement. … 
col 1493 … the Foreign Secretary said that the block on supplies of basic goods 
and electricity was appalling and unacceptable. He went on to say that, while 
ultimately this is a matter for the courts, not Governments, to determine, it was 
difficult to see how denying humanitarian assistance to a civilian population could 
be compatible with international humanitarian law. The Government have been 
clear that we are not an international court and that we cannot make a judgment on 
whether Israel has breached IHL. 
Our export licensing criteria, as the Foreign Secretary set out in the House of 
Commons back in September, require him to assess the risk that our exports could 
commit or facilitate serious violations of international humanitarian law. Our reviews 
concluded that there was a clear risk of Israel breaching IHL and we took decisive 
action on 2 September by suspending the relevant licences to the IDF for use in 
Gaza. 
We have been absolutely clear that humanitarian aid should never be used as a 
political tool and that Israel must restart the flow of aid immediately. … 
… the hostages have endured unimaginable suffering and the situation in Gaza has 
worsened. This ceasefire is the only way for the region to move forward. Securing 
an immediate ceasefire and the safe release of all hostages has been a priority for 
this Government since the start of the conflict and we will not stop until they are all 
home. Time is running out and we renew the call of all parties to return to dialogue. 
col 1494 I stress that there is no moral equivalence between Israel, a democracy, 
and Hamas, a proscribed terrorist organisation. We have been clear that there is 
no role for Hamas in the future governance of Gaza. … 
The important thing is how we can ensure that the focus continues to be on the 
ceasefire and the agreed process. … We do believe that it is our only hope for 
sustainable peace and we will work at all levels to ensure that it can be delivered. 
In relation to Lebanon, escalation across the Israel-Lebanon blue line is deeply 
concerning. It is imperative that all sides return to a cessation of hostilities and work 
towards a secure and lasting peace. … 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon (Conservative): … There is a conference scheduled for June 
by France and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. … the US envoy, clearly, the United States, 
together with Qatar, has the greatest leverage when it comes to dealing with Hamas. What 
specific role is the United Kingdom playing in engaging with these two key partners? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The Minister for the Middle East has been in regular 
contact with neighbouring countries and regional allies. … we welcome the United 
States’ action in securing the ceasefire agreement and the release of the hostages 
that we have seen so far. We remain committed to speaking with allies to look at 
all possibilities … 

col 1495 Lord Polak (Conservative): … at the UN Security Council, … I heard the brave, 
eloquent and moving speech of the freed hostage Eli Sharabi, whose British wife, Lianne, 
and daughters, Noiya and Yahel, were brutally murdered. … I will quote a short extract … 
“I saw Hamas … carrying boxes with UN and UNRWA emblems … into the tunnel. Dozens 
and dozens of boxes paid by your governments. Feeding terrorists who tortured me and 
murdered my family. They would eat many meals a day from UN aid in front of us and we 
never received any of it”. 
In the light of Eli’s remarks … What is HMG’s assessment of reports of Hamas stockpiling 
aid? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … Eli Sharabi’s statement was incredibly moving and 
had a huge impact on all members of the Security Council. Our Statement 
afterwards  was  clear  that  Hamas  must  be  held  accountable  for  its  despicable  
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actions, and we certainly reflected that in all of the UN Security Council’s 
resolutions. The problem is that aid is not getting in at all at the moment. That has 
to be the focus of our attention. We are looking at all ways to ensure that aid gets 
in, not only through UNRWA, which is an important agency in the delivery of aid, 
but … through the ICRC. … 

The Lord Bishop of Manchester: … I echo the comments that noble Lords have made 
about the fact that Hamas must have no part in any future government of the Palestinian 
territories or any future Palestinian state. Every time the situation in Gaza has become 
more warlike, under the fog of that war there have been atrocities committed in the West 
Bank. Some of the more extreme settler movements are trying to oust Palestinian farming 
families from territories that everybody accepts are theirs by right. … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … We have been extremely concerned about the 
increased level of settler violence—I prefer to call it outpost violence. We have 
made it clear, and the previous Government made it clear, that Israeli settlements 
are illegal under international law and harm prospects for a two-state solution. … 

col 1496 Lord Pickles (Conservative): … The Minister is quite right to say that aid should 
not be used for a political purpose, and he is quite right to concentrate on resuming aid 
going in. But the question my noble friend raised on the deliberate stealing of aid by Hamas 
and the use of that aid to buy ammunition, to sell it on the black market, and to ensure that 
Hamas continues to control a significant part of Gaza is important. We can have lasting 
peace only if one side is not dedicated to the utter destruction of the other. … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … I have made it clear how the United Kingdom 
Government view the actions of Hamas. It is a terrorist organisation which has 
committed atrocious crimes that it must be held accountable for. … 

Lord Verdirame (Non-affiliated): … … a few months ago the Government published an 
assessment where they concluded that there was a clear risk of breaches of IHL by Israel. 
… The Statement of last week says that the Government feel that this conclusion has been 
reinforced by the actions of the last three weeks, and that conclusion was obviously the 
basis for the decision to suspend the arms licences. Can the Government tell us a bit more 
about the nexus between the British weapons and the alleged or suspected breaches of 
IHL? … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … Our export licensing criteria … require [an 
assessment of] the risk that our exports could commit or facilitate serious violations 
of IHL. Our reviews concluded that there was a clear risk of Israel breaching IHL, 
hence the action we took on 2 September, suspending relevant licences to the IDF 
for use in Gaza. … 

col 1497 Baroness Foster of Oxton (Conservative): … I understand there is a very 
difficult issue in terms of aid crossing through from the Egyptian border, notwithstanding 
that the drivers then refused to continue delivering aid because they were being attacked 
by Hamas operatives and gangs in Gaza. … how are the Government going to provide 
oversight to ensure that the money being spent … is going in the right direction? … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The important thing to consider is how we are working 
with all agencies, including the UN and NGOs such as the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, and what we achieve through clear monitoring and assessment 
of that aid. 
The situation in Gaza is appalling and we know there is a desperate need for 
support. We have made a very clear ask: we said that Israel must work with the 
United Nations and all partners to ensure that the supply of humanitarian assistance 
to Gaza continues in all circumstances. The enhanced levels of relief supplies 
getting into Gaza prior to Israel’s current block on aid must be resumed. Aid must 
get to those who need it across all areas of Gaza, and that includes providing 
access to essential civilian services. … 

Baroness Goudie (Labour): My Lords, when the Foreign Secretary saw groups recently,  
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did he see women’s peace groups? In terms of aid, what is being done for maternal health 
… and to get help for children, who have been damaged so badly, and for babies … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … we are focused on educational support and on 
women and girls. … It is vital that we recognise the urgent situation, particularly its 
impact on women and girls, and particularly on pregnant women … 

Lord Kerr of Kinlochard (Crossbench): … Do we believe that the ceasefire is saveable? 
It looks dead; is it dead? …  
col 1498 The Government of Israel decided not to move to the second stage on the agreed 
timetable, Hamas having turned down their alternative suggestion of elongating stage 1. … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … we believe it can be saved because we believe it is 
there to be implemented … We have a clear commitment and undertakings that 
were given. Our effort and focus are on ensuring that they return to the negotiating 
table. … 

Lord Leigh of Hurley (Conservative): … My understanding is that the reason that the 
ceasefire has collapsed is that Hamas refused to release prisoners—hostages—as had 
been agreed. Because of the continued refusal to release hostages, Israel determined that 
she had no choice but to go into military action. There is a history, time and again, of 
people breaking or not honouring agreements that might be to mutual interest. Perhaps 
the Minister might reflect on the offer that was made by Ehud Olmert to the then Palestinian 
Authority of 96% of the land, including the West Bank and the whole of east Jerusalem, 
and for Jerusalem to be an international city—a proper land swap—which was rejected. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: There are many reasons for breakdowns in any kind of 
process of negotiations. I am certainly not going to focus on who is to blame. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-24/debates/B4FD31A1-031D-42B9-B886-
CD0CC0938DC9/ConflictInGaza  

 

The Export Licensing Criteria, referred to above by Lord Collins of Highbury, can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449    
 

Eli Sharabi’s speech to the UN Security Council, referred to above by Lord Polak and Lord 
Collins of Highbury, can be read at 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-freed-hostage-eli-sharabi-asks-un-security-council-
where-was-the-world/  

 

The UK Statement to the UN Security Council, referred to above by Lord Collins of Highbury, 
can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-ceasefire-deal-was-the-best-chance-we-had-
seen-to-return-the-hostages-to-their-families-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  

 

The assessment referred to above by Lord Verdirame can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-
law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-
decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Hamish Falconer The UK condemns Israel's decision to create 13 new settlements in the 
occupied West Bank. Settlements harm security for both Palestinians and Israelis and 
violate international law. 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1904317400960397344  
 
Hamish Falconer The Israeli government must crack down on settler violence, stop 
settlement expansion and reject annexation of the West Bank.  
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1904317403124658387  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-24/debates/B4FD31A1-031D-42B9-B886-CD0CC0938DC9/ConflictInGaza
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-24/debates/B4FD31A1-031D-42B9-B886-CD0CC0938DC9/ConflictInGaza
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-freed-hostage-eli-sharabi-asks-un-security-council-where-was-the-world/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-freed-hostage-eli-sharabi-asks-un-security-council-where-was-the-world/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-ceasefire-deal-was-the-best-chance-we-had-seen-to-return-the-hostages-to-their-families-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-ceasefire-deal-was-the-best-chance-we-had-seen-to-return-the-hostages-to-their-families-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1904317400960397344
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1904317403124658387
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Jenny Chapman The UK's partnership with Jordan has helped deliver tonnes of life-saving 
aid into Gaza. In Amman, I met Jordanian Ministers and reiterated our call for Israel to lift 
aid restrictions into Gaza. Jordan plays a vital role in regional stability and we share strong 
economic ties. [plus photos] 
https://x.com/JennyChapman/status/1904422636416856267  
 
------------------ 
 
Diplomacy and dialogue are the best ways to achieve a stable future in Syria: UK 
statement at the UN Security Council 
… A peaceful and secure country is in the interests of all Syrians and the wider region.   
Diplomacy and dialogue are the best way of achieving this and we urge all parties to refrain 
from further violence and to exercise restraint at this critical moment.   
We are concerned by Defence Minister Katz’s declaration that the Israeli presence in the 
Area of Separation and the Golan Heights could be for an unlimited period.  
This is unacceptable and Israel must present clear and reasonable timelines for their 
withdrawal in line with international law. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/diplomacy-and-dialogue-are-the-best-ways-to-
achieve-a-stable-future-in-syria-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  
 
 

United Nations 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General 
… As you know, in the past week, Israel carried out devastating strikes on Gaza, claiming 
the lives of hundreds of civilians, including United Nations personnel, with no humanitarian 
aid being allowed to enter the Gaza Strip since early March. 
As a result, the Secretary-General has taken the difficult decision to reduce the United 
Nations’ footprint in Gaza, even as humanitarian needs soar and our concern over the 
protection of civilians intensifies. 
We are not leaving Gaza — I repeat, the United Nations is not leaving Gaza.  We remain 
committed to continuing to provide aid that civilians depend on for their survival and 
protection. 
More than three weeks ago, the Israeli Government cut off the entry of humanitarian aid 
into Gaza — which is the longest such suspension since 7 October 2023. 
Israeli officials have indicated that they intend to continue their military activities in Gaza. 
Based on the information that is currently available, the strikes hitting a UN compound in 
Deir Al Balah on 19 March were caused by an Israeli tank shell.  The strikes claimed the 
life of a UN colleague from Bulgaria and left six others — from France, Moldova, North 
Macedonia, Palestine and the United Kingdom — with severe injuries, some of them life-
altering. 
The location of this UN compound was well known to all the parties to the conflict.  I 
reiterate that all parties to the conflict are bound by international law to protect the 
inviolability of United Nations premises.  Without this, our colleagues face intolerable risks 
as they work to save the lives of civilians. 
The Secretary-General strongly condemns these strikes and demands a full, thorough and 
independent investigation into this incident. … 
Tom Fletcher, our Emergency Relief Coordinator, said today that he continues to receive 
horrific reports from Gaza of more health workers, ambulances and hospitals attacked as 
they try to save survivors.  … 
… several casualties were reported after the surgical department of Nasser Medical 
Complex was hit and caught fire.  In Rafah,  ambulances  were reportedly hit yesterday in  

 

https://x.com/JennyChapman/status/1904422636416856267
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/diplomacy-and-dialogue-are-the-best-ways-to-achieve-a-stable-future-in-syria-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/diplomacy-and-dialogue-are-the-best-ways-to-achieve-a-stable-future-in-syria-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
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Tal Al Sultan, resulting in several casualties.  The Palestine Red Crescent Society said 
four of its ambulances were targeted, as well as 10 team members carrying out 
humanitarian work.  … 
Yesterday, Israeli authorities also issued a new evacuation order in Rafah, covering about 
2 per cent of the Strip and affecting five neighbourhoods. 
With this latest directive, the overall area designated for evacuation over the past week 
covers an estimated 14 per cent of the Gaza Strip — along with vast “no go” zones along 
the borders and the Netzarim corridor. 
UNRWA estimates that 124,000 people have been newly displaced in just days.  … 
Our partners supporting water, sanitation and hygiene services in Gaza tell us that 
90 per cent of people surveyed in recent weeks did not have sufficient access to water, 
with respondents going several days without being able to just wash their hands. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/db250324.doc.htm  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Library Briefing 

The UK and Global Freedom of Religion or Belief 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9849/CBP-9849.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0325.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
 
 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/db250324.doc.htm
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9849/CBP-9849.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0325.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0325.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
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Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0325.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0325.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0325.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

