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Israel 

Downing Street 

PM call with King Abdullah II of Jordan: 22 March 2025 
… The Prime Minister expressed his deep concern about the renewed Israeli military action 
in Gaza and the lack of humanitarian aid. 
He thanked His Majesty for his country’s leadership and work towards a political solution. 
He welcomed the Arab Plan for Gaza and commended the efforts of Jordan and partners 
in the region in developing it. The leaders agreed that they must continue to urge both 
sides to return to the ceasefire. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-king-abdullah-ii-of-jordan-22-march-
2025  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

 
David Lammy We are alarmed by reports of escalation across the Israel-Lebanon border. 
We strongly urge all parties to exercise restraint. We must ensure this ceasefire agreement 
opens a pathway to a lasting peace. 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1903470405752381895  
 
----------------- 
 
The UK opposes any attempt to forcibly annex land in Gaza or expand settlements 
in the West Bank: UK statement at the UN Security Council 
… It is appalling that hundreds of Palestinians have been killed following Israeli strikes 
since 18 March. 
We strongly oppose Israel’s resumption of hostilities.  
Escalation and endless violence is in nobody’s interests.    
We are outraged that a UN compound in Gaza was hit on Wednesday morning. … 
We urge all parties to return to dialogue and to implement the ceasefire agreement in full.  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-king-abdullah-ii-of-jordan-22-march-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-king-abdullah-ii-of-jordan-22-march-2025
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1903470405752381895
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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This must include the return of the 59 hostages who have been cruelly held by Hamas for 
over 500 days. 
As we said in the Council yesterday, Hamas must be held accountable for their depraved 
actions.  
We also call on Israel to immediately restore humanitarian access and electricity to Gaza. 
Refusing to do so risks breaching international humanitarian law.  
Second, President, we must look to the future and redouble our efforts to secure long-term 
peace for Israelis and Palestinians.  
This means a credible plan to allow Palestinians in Gaza to return home and rebuild their 
lives, with Hamas removed from power. … 
Sustainable peace also means addressing worrying developments in the West Bank.  
We are seriously concerned by the scale of the Israeli miliary operation in the West Bank 
and the displacement of nearly 40,000 Palestinian refugees.  
We recognise Israel’s right to self defence, but civilians must be protected, and Israel must 
ensure its operations are proportionate to the threat posed.     
Israel must halt settlements which are illegal and undermine the viability of a Palestinian 
state and the security of both Israelis and Palestinians.   
Violent settlers must be held to account. 
The UK has introduced three rounds of sanctions on violent settlers and their supporters 
to bring accountability for abuses of human rights, in the absence of sufficient Israeli 
action. … 
Reports of the killing of Palestinian civilians in the West Bank, including children, are 
abhorrent.  
The IDF must take all precautions to prevent civilian deaths, and must investigate civilian 
deaths thoroughly and demonstrate full accountability to the law.     
The level of restrictions on Palestinian movement in the West Bank are crippling.  
These only fuel further instability.  
It is important, especially during the month of Ramadan, that religious freedoms are 
respected.   
Restrictive visa and registration processes are also deeply concerning.  
Israel must ensure the UN, including UNRWA, can provide essential humanitarian and 
service delivery in a safe and secure environment. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-opposes-any-attempt-to-forcibly-annex-
land-in-gaza-or-expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-
council  

 

Information about the sanctions referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-extremist-settlers-in-the-west-bank 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-extremist-groups-and-individuals-for-
settler-violence-in-the-west-bank  
and  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-
organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank  
 
----------------- 
 
Joint statement from the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and the UK (E3) on 
Gaza 
The resumption of Israeli strikes in Gaza marks a dramatic step backward for the people 
of Gaza, the hostages, their families and the entire region. We are appalled by the civilian 
casualties and urgently call for an immediate return to a ceasefire. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-opposes-any-attempt-to-forcibly-annex-land-in-gaza-or-expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-opposes-any-attempt-to-forcibly-annex-land-in-gaza-or-expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-opposes-any-attempt-to-forcibly-annex-land-in-gaza-or-expand-settlements-in-the-west-bank-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-extremist-settlers-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-extremist-groups-and-individuals-for-settler-violence-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-sanctions-extremist-groups-and-individuals-for-settler-violence-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank
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We call on all parties to re-engage with negotiations to ensure the ceasefire is implemented 
in full and becomes permanent. This must include Hamas releasing the hostages that they 
have cruelly detained and persistently refuse to release. 
All Israelis and Palestinians have a right to peace and security. We call on all those with 
influence over Hamas to use that influence to ensure no further attacks against Israel. We 
are clear that Hamas must neither govern Gaza nor be a threat to Israel anymore. 
However, this conflict cannot be resolved through military means.  A return to fighting will 
only result in the deaths of more Palestinian civilians and Israeli hostages. 
More bloodshed is in no-one’s interest. Israel should fully respect international law and 
allow the flow of aid immediately. Civilians should be protected and not be cut off from 
essential aid or assistance. We call on Israel to restore humanitarian access, including 
water and electricity, and ensure access to medical care and temporary medical 
evacuations in accordance with international humanitarian law. 
We are deeply shocked by the deadly incident affecting a UNOPS building in Gaza, which 
has killed one UN employee and injured several others. Amongst the victims were 
European citizens. UN personnel and its premises should be protected and never be a 
target. There must be a full investigation into what happened. 
A long-lasting ceasefire is the only credible pathway towards a sustainable peace, a two-
state solution and the reconstruction of Gaza. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-
france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza  
 
 

United Nations 

Security Council Speakers Warn of ‘Gazafication’ of West Bank, Urge Israel to End 
Illegal Settlements, Occupation 
… “The relentless expansion of Israeli settlements is dramatically altering the landscape 
and demographics of the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, presenting an 
existential threat to the prospect of a contiguous, viable, independent Palestinian State,” 
said Sigrid Kaag, United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace 
Process ad interim. Presenting the latest Secretary-General’s report on the 
implementation of Security Council resolution 2334 (2016) — a measure calling on Israel 
to “immediately and completely cease all settlement activity in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem” — she pointed out that settlement activity has 
nevertheless continued at a high rate, with Israeli planning authorities advancing or 
approving approximately 10,600 housing units in settlements in the occupied West Bank, 
including 4,920 in East Jerusalem. 
Demolitions and seizures of Palestinian-owned structures accelerated across the occupied 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem, she continued, reporting that Israeli authorities 
demolished 460 structures and displaced 576 people, including 287 children and 
149 women, because they did not possess Israeli-issued building permits, which are 
almost impossible for Palestinians to obtain.  Meanwhile, “alarming levels” of violence 
continued, with 123 Palestinians, including 6 women and 19 children, killed amidst Israeli 
forces’ air strikes, operations, armed exchanges and other incidents, she said, adding: 
“Most Palestinians were killed in the context of Israeli operations in Area A, including during 
exchanges of fire with armed Palestinians.” 
Israel’s largest operation in the occupied West Bank since 2002 began on 21 January and 
has since expanded across the northern West Bank in what Israeli authorities described 
as a counter-terrorism operation, displacing 40,000 people, she continued. … 
She also voiced concern that any long-term presence of Israeli security forces in the camps 
would further undermine the Palestinian Authority and contravene Israel’s obligation to end 
its unlawful continued presence in the  Occupied  Palestinian  Territory,  as affirmed by the  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-from-the-foreign-ministers-of-france-germany-and-the-uk-e3-on-gaza
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International Court of Justice. 
“Israel’s goal has always been maximum Palestinian land with minimum Palestinians,” said 
the Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, adding: “Instead of ending its 
occupation, it is attempting to end the occupied people.”  Pointing to the ongoing genocide 
in Gaza and the “most massive ethnic-cleansing campaign since 1967” in the northern 
West Bank, displacing 40,000 Palestinians in weeks, he underscored the need for 
accountability, emphasizing:  “Confronted with this unprecedented Israeli escalation, there 
must be an unprecedented escalation of international measures in response.” … 
Israel’s delegate, denouncing “morally obscene” remarks equating Israeli hostages with 
Palestinian terrorists “legally arrested by Israel”, said his country had “no choice” but to act 
decisively, considering Hamas’ rejection of the offer to release the remaining hostages for 
a continued ceasefire.  It has struck targets with precision, eliminating “arch-terrorists” 
such as Mahmoud Abu Watfa, head of Hamas’ internal security forces and Issam al-Daalis, 
head of Hamas’ Government in Gaza. The group has a choice:  “Come back to the table 
and negotiate or wait and watch as its leadership falls one by one.” … 
The United States’ delegate … [said] Just as Hamas could end the war by releasing the 
hostages, Iran “could chose to join the community of nations by ending its support for 
terrorist proxy groups and providing transparency on its nuclear programme” … reiterating 
her Government’s support for the Israel Defense Forces and the Palestinian Authority 
Security Forces in rooting out extremists in Jenin and Tulkarm. … 
France’s representative, however, stated that the reason evoked by Israel to justify its 
new massive bombardments does not hold water, and delays in the hostages’ release 
cannot justify the punishment of the entire people.  Noting that settlements in the West 
Bank are becoming more violent, with active participation of Israeli security forces, he 
reiterated that France opposes any annexation in the West Bank or Gaza. … 
… the representative of the United Kingdom highlighted three rounds of sanctions on 
violent settlers and their supporters imposed by his country to bring accountability for 
abuses of human rights, in the absence of sufficient Israeli action.  “The level of restrictions 
on Palestinian movement in the West Bank are crippling,” he observed, underscoring the 
importance of ensuring that religious freedoms are respected, especially during 
Ramadan. … [click here to read this speech in greater detail] 
Noting that the West Bank “risks repeating the Gaza scenario”, the representative of the 
Russian Federation underscored that what is happening in the West Bank is a “good 
illustration” that there is no alternative to political solutions.  Israel’s settlement actions are 
aimed to undermine a two-State solution, he said, adding that, while Israel is using “crude 
force” to ensure their security, he said it is not surprising that the radical forces are popular 
among regular Palestinians. … 
Rounding out the meeting, the representative of Jordan recalled that the Arab League 
summit held in Cairo at the beginning of the month confirmed the bloc’s rejection of any 
attempt to displace the Palestinian people from their occupied lands, and approved the 
Gaza Early Recovery and Reconstruction Plan presented by Egypt. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16025.doc.htm  
 

UNSCR 2334, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2334(2016) 
 

 

UNRWA 

UNRWA Commissioner-General: 60 days to the start of Operation "Iron Wall" in 
Jenin camp  
Today marks 60 days since the Israeli Forces launched operation ‘Iron Wall’ in Jenin Camp 
– by far the longest and  most  destructive  operation in the occupied West Bank since the  

 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16025.doc.htm
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2334(2016)
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second intifada in the 2000’s.  
 Tens of thousands of residents from Jenin, Tulkarm, Nur Shams, and El Far’a refugee 
camps have been displaced, with uncertain prospects for return amid statements from the 
Israeli Forces on their intentions to stay in the area in the foreseeable future. 
The ongoing Israeli Forces operations has caused systematic destruction of civilian 
infrastructure and homes, aiming to permanently change the character of Palestinian cities 
and refugee camps at a scale unjustifiable by any purported military or law enforcement 
aims.  
Just this week, the Israeli authorities issued demolition orders for another 66 buildings in 
Jenin Camp, on top of dozens of houses already destroyed there by the Israeli Forces.  
Such large-scale, militarized operations cannot become the new norm in the West Bank. 
This trend of escalating violence – which started even before 7 October 2023 – must be 
reversed.  
Several red lines have already been crossed, violating principles of international law that 
always emphasise the protection of civilians, civilian infrastructure, and private property 
including homes.   
UNRWA teams are supporting displaced communities with emergency assistance.  
Families must be able to return to their homes, and UNRWA 
services in the camp restored including education and healthcare.  
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-60-
days-start-operation-iron-wall-jenin-camp  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Updated Explanatory Notes 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59886/documents/6261  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0324.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 
 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-60-days-start-operation-iron-wall-jenin-camp
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-60-days-start-operation-iron-wall-jenin-camp
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59886/documents/6261
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0324.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0324.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
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Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0324.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 
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 7 

 

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

