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The following three questions all received the same answer
Meat: Ritual Slaughter
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [36521] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, what estimate his Department has made of how many animals were
slaughtered without being stunned for the production of Halal meat in 2024.
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [36522] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, how many and what proportion of animals were slaughtered without
being stunned for the production of Halal meat in the UK in 2024.
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [36523] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, what estimate his Department has made of the proportion of all meat (a)
produced and (b) consumed in the UK that is Halal meat.
Daniel Zeichner: Of the 1.035 billion animals processed in English and Welsh
slaughterhouses in 2024, an estimated 214.6 million animals (20.7%) were
slaughtered to produce halal meat of which an estimated 27.0 million animals (2.6%
of all animals processed) were slaughtered for halal meat without being stunned.
These figures are calculated using data from a survey carried out at all
slaughterhouses operating in England and Wales during the period 12 February to
18 February 2024, under the last Government.
We do not hold data that would allow us to accurately estimate the quantity of halal
meat that was consumed in 2024.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-07/36521
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-07/36522
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-07/36523

The survey data referred to above can be read at
https://assets.publishing.service.qov.uk/media/67c5cfO0e750837d7604dbdbif/25-02-
14 Slaughter Sector Survey 2024 REVISED .pdf
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Religious Hatred
Jas Athwal (Labour) [37961] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government, what steps her Department is taking to help tackle hate crimes based
on religion in (a) England, (b) London and (c) liford South constituency.
Alex Norris: All forms of racial and religious discrimination are completely
unacceptable, and the Government continues to work closely with community
partners to tackle it. The Government has worked with the police to fund True
Vision, an online hate crime reporting portal, designed so that victims of hate crime
do not have to visit a police station to report. The Government also funds the
National Online Hate Crime Hub, which supports individual local police forces in
dealing specifically with online hate crime. The Hub provides expert advice to police
forces to support them in investigating these abhorrent offences.
In 2024/25, up to £50.9 million is available to protect faith communities. This
includes £18 million through the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant,
£29.4 million through the Protective Security for Mosques scheme and for security
at Muslim faith schools, and £3.5 million for the places of worship and associated
faith community centres of all other faiths.
The Government established a new working group to provide government with a
definition of Anti-Muslim Hatred/Islamophobia, advising government and other
bodies on how to best understand, quantify and define prejudice, discrimination,
and hate crime targeted against Muslims.
Since his appointment, the Minister for Faith, Communities and Resettlement has
made it a priority to meet with people of all major faiths and beliefs across our
diverse country.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-12/37961

The True Vision portal referred to above can be accessed at
https.//www.report-it.orqg.uk/your police force

Racial Discrimination: Palestinians

Nadia Whittome (Labour) [38689] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps

she is taking to help tackle anti-Palestinian racism in (a) schools and (b) universities.
Catherine McKinnell: There is no place for racism in our education system or
anywhere else in society. Students, regardless of their background, should be able
to study in a safe and supportive environment that allows them to thrive.
The Equality Act 2010 enshrines in law that all public sector bodies, including
schools and higher education institutions, must not discriminate against a student
because of their protected characteristics. All educational institutions have a
responsibility to take a zero-tolerance approach to any racism towards students
and staff. They have clear responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010 to adopt
robust policies and procedures that enable them to investigate and address reports
of racism swiftly. The department has published guidance for schools on how to
comply with their duties. This guidance is accessible at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools.
Schools should actively promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance for those of different
faiths and beliefs. Actively promoting these values means challenging opinions or
behaviours in school that are contrary to fundamental British values. Schools
should further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by
enabling students to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other
cultures. Promotion of these values plays an important role in preparing our children
and young people for life in a modern and diverse Britain. Ofsted inspects how
schools and colleges develop their pupils' understanding of these values. The



https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-12/37961
https://www.report-it.org.uk/your_police_force
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools

Educate Against Hate website features more than 150 free resources to help pupils,
teachers and parents tackle sensitive topics with students, including in relation to
discrimination and hatred.

In universities, the Office for Students (OfS) is introducing a new condition of
registration for preventing, addressing and investigating incidents of harassment
with effect from 1 August 2025. The government is working with the OfS and sector
bodies to help providers prepare to implement the new measures. The condition
will enable the OfS to do more to ensure that universities are taking appropriate
and timely action to prevent and tackle harassment of all kinds, including anti-
Palestinian racism.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38689

Catering Products (Companies Involved in Activities Related to Israeli Settlements)
Patrick Harvie (Green) [S60-04478] To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body
whether it will consider removing from its catering outlets any products made by companies
identified by the United Nations human rights office as being involved in activities related
to illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory.
Claire Baker (Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body): The catering services at
the Scottish Parliament are provided through our service partner Sodexo Limited.
Sodexo has been monitoring any supply requirements, and it has no original
sources or suppliers within occupied Palestinian territory. | understand that Sodexo
continues to review its supply chain, working with supply chain partners to
understand risks and challenges related to issues such as international conflict,
political instability and logistics.
Patrick Harvie: | am grateful for that answer, and | take on trust the assurance that there
are no specific products produced in the occupied territories. However, there are products
produced by companies that are complicit in activity in the occupied territories. All of us
would rightly be horrified if there were products on sale that were profiting companies that
were benefiting from the illegal Russian occupation of Ukraine. It seems to me that exactly
the same principle should apply in relation to companies that are complicit in the Israeli
occupation of Palestine.
| urge the corporate body to consider more deeply the question and whether we can have
a stronger position, agreed with catering partners, to ensure that such companies are not
profiting from the custom of either staff members or visitors to the Parliament.
Claire Baker: It is important that the corporate body operates within the legal
framework. Through the Scottish procurement policy, we ensure that all our
contractors comply with all legal requirements. They also adhere to the United
Kingdom Government’'s embargoes and sanctions list, which was updated in
October last year.
Nevertheless, | hear Patrick Harvie's concerns. He might be interested to learn that
our catering contract is due for renewal and that it will be put out to tender soon.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-20-03-2025?meeting=16328&iob=139502#orsc
ontributions M2892E315P804C2669899

The UN human rights office list referred to above can be read at
https://www.ohchr.orqg/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-reqular/se
ssion31/database-hrc3136/23-06-30-Update-israeli-settlement-opt-database-hrc3136.pdf
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Islamophobia
Kevin Stewart (SNP) [S6F-03920] To ask the First Minister what action the Scottish
Government is taking to tackle Islamophobia in Scotland, in light of reports of an attack on
a mosque in Aberdeen at the weekend.
The First Minister (John Swinney): | unequivocally condemn the recent attack on
the Aberdeen Mosque and Islamic Centre. | recognise the traumatic impact that
such incidents have on individuals, families and communities. That is why we are
taking robust and meaningful action to challenge such prejudice. We are tackling
hatred and Islamophobia through delivery of our hate crime strategy.
Kevin Stewart: That incident of vandalism has shocked Aberdeen’s Muslim community
and the city at large. The police have responded positively and people in Old Aberdeen
have rallied round to help the mosque congregation with the clean-up.
Does the First Minister agree with my view that it is incumbent on Governments, all leaders
and all politicians in the Parliament and elsewhere to unite to tackle Islamophobia,
intolerance and extremist views?
The First Minister: | agree with those sentiments, and it is for that reason that |
have indicated that | will convene a gathering of political and civic leaders to
establish constructive interventions that we can all agree on to create a cohesive
society in which everyone feels safe and at home.
The example that Mr Stewart has given to Parliament—the steps that the
community in Old Aberdeen has taken to demonstrate exactly that type of solidarity
and support to the Muslim community in the city of Aberdeen—is a splendid
example of the type of spirit that we need to have in this country, where we are
defined by what unites us and not by what divides us.
Foysol Choudhury (Labour): | raised Islamophobia with the First Minister just two weeks
ago. The abhorrent attack on Aberdeen Mosque and Islamic Centre demonstrates that
Scotland is not immune to hatred, so | welcome the First Minister's condemning it today.
Will he outline what action is being taken to protect mosques during Ramadan? Does he
agree that education is key to combating Islamophobia and hatred of all forms?
The First Minister: | agree with the points that Mr Choudhury has put to me. |
reassure him and the Muslim community in Scotland that | have been constantly
encouraged by the approach that Police Scotland has taken. It has always sought
dialogue with the Muslim community and has, at times of anxiety, accentuated its
engagement. | know that, during Ramadan and at other times of the year, Police
Scotland is actively engaged with the community to ensure that it feels safe. That
is what | want the community to feel, and | know that that is the view of the
Parliament and Police Scotland.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-20-03-20257?meeting=16328&iob=139485#orsc
ontributions M2098E385P721C2669848
TOP

Israel

See also Commons written answer 38689 “Racial Discrimination: Palestinians”, and
Scottish Parliament oral answers S60-04478 “Catering Products (Companies
Involved in Activities Related to Israeli Settlements)” that are included in the Home
Affairs section above.
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House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A

Conflict in Gaza
col 519 The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Affairs (David Lammy): ... In January, | outlined to the House the deal agreed between
Israel and Hamas. It was a moment of huge hope and relief. ...
On the night of 18 March, Israel launched airstrikes across Gaza. A number of Hamas
figures were reportedly killed, but it has been reported that over 400 Palestinians were
killed in missile strikes and artillery barrages. The majority of them were women and
children. This appears to have been the deadliest single day for Palestinians since the war
began. This is an appalling loss of life, and we mourn the loss of every civilian.
Yesterday morning, a UN compound in Gaza was hit. | can confirm to the House that a
British national was among the wounded. ... | share the outrage of the UN Secretary-
General Guterres at this incident. The Government call for a transparent investigation, and
for those responsible to be held to account. ...
We strongly oppose Israel’s resumption of hostilities. We urgently want to see a return to
a ceasefire. More bloodshed is in no one’s interest. Hamas must release all the hostages,
and negotiations must resume. Diplomacy is the one way to achieve security for both
Israelis and Palestinians. ... The deal reached in January saw the nightmare of captivity
for 30 hostages end, and the bodies of eight further victims of Hamas returned to their
loved ones. ... Children in Gaza had respite from relentless fear. The severely injured
could cross the border again for treatment. Palestinians had begun to return to their
homes, and to consider how to rebuild their lives. ...
col 520 But negotiations have been gridlocked for several weeks. Hamas has been
resisting calls for the release of further hostages in return for a longer truce. Israeli forces
did not begin to withdraw from the Philadelphi corridor as agreed, and on 2 March, the
Israeli Government announced that they were blocking all further aid deliveries until
Hamas agreed to their terms. For weeks now, supplies of basic goods and electricity have
been blocked, leaving over half a million civilians once again cut off from clean drinking
water and sparking a 200% surge in the price of some basic foodstuffs—a boon to those
criminals who use violence to control supplies. ...
Ultimately, of course, these are matters for the courts, not Governments, to determine, but
it is difficult to see how denying humanitarian assistance to a civilian population can be
compatible with international humanitarian law. Although it is important to say that | could
have been a little clearer in the House on Monday, our position remains that Israel’s actions
in Gaza are a clear risk of breaching international humanitarian law.
The consequences of the ceasefire’s breakdown are catastrophic. ... Hamas’s kidnapping
of those people and treatment of them in captivity, the cruel theatre of their release,
depriving them of food and basic rights—those are acts of despicable cruelty. Hamas must
release them all now.
Palestinian civilians, who have already endured so much, now must fear a re-run and a
return to days of death, deprivation and destruction. Civilians have once again been issued
with evacuation orders by Israel. ...
Hamas can have no role in Gaza’s future, but a collapsed ceasefire will not bring the
hostages home to their families, an endless conflict will not bring long-term security to
Israel, and a deepening war will only set back the course of regional normalisation and risk
further instability, shortly after the Houthis resumed their unacceptable threats to shipping
in the Red sea. ...
We and our partners need to persuade the parties that this conflict cannot be resolved by
military means. We want Israel and Hamas to re-engage with negotiations. We continue
to condemn Hamas, of course, for their actions on 7 October, their refusal to release the
hostages, and their ongoing threat to Israel, but we are also resolute in calling on Israel to
abide by internationa | law, lift the unacceptable restrictions on aid and demand the




protection of civilians.

Many months ago, only weeks into office, | concluded that there was a clear risk of Israel
breaching international humanitarian law in Gaza. It was that risk ... that meant that the
Government suspended relevant export licences for items for use by the Israel Defence
Forces in military operations in Gaza. The actions of last week only reinforced that
conclusion. In the days and weeks ahead, we will redouble our efforts to restore a
ceasefire, but we will also continue to work with our partners on the security, governance
and reconstruction arrangements. Those issues are not going away. There remains no
military solution to this conflict. A two-state solution remains the only path to a just and
lasting peace. ...

col 521 Priti Patel (Conservative): ... We all mourned the loss of innocent lives in this
appalling conflict. The death of the UN aid worker and the injury to a British national are
tragic ...

The onward transition at the end of phase 1 of the ceasefire agreement was always going
to be challenging. This is a difficult and fragile moment for the middle east, but several
basic truths remain unchanged, including the urgent need to return to their loved ones the
59 hostages captured by Hamas terrorists during the atrocities of 7 October. That is vital
for achieving a sustainable end to this horrendous conflict. ...

We should all fully understand who we are dealing with here: a brutal Iranian-backed
terrorist organisation that seeks the destruction of the world’s only Jewish state, uses its
own defenceless people as human shields and has ruthlessly eradicated fundamental
freedoms in Gaza. Anyone who has read the shocking report from Lord Roberts on 7
October, commissioned by the all-party parliamentary group on UK-Israel, will have seen
the harrowing details of the real-life consequences of Hamas’s total disdain for human
dignity, utter disregard for human life, visceral antisemitism and murderous intentions: their
organised brutality, murder, rape and torture, indiscriminately targeting babies, children,
women and the elderly. ...

col 5622 1t is abundantly clear that Iranian-backed Hamas can have no role in the future of
Gaza ... What exactly are the British Government doing at this moment in time to bear
down on Hamas and work with partners to put an end to this brutal regime? What
assessment has the Foreign Secretary made of the capabilities of Hamas and the ongoing
threat that the terrorists pose to peace and stability in the region? ...

Careless comments do not help, including the Foreign Secretary’s remarks in this House
on Monday, for which he has been rebuked by the Prime Minister. Will he apologise to the
House and to Israel? ...

Let us be clear: Hamas have no respect for international law, human life or human rights.
Does the Foreign Secretary agree that we must be unequivocal that there is no moral
equivalence between Hamas and the democratically elected Government of Israel? ...
On the question of aid to Gaza ... How are the Government working to unblock the
situation, and what is happening to British aid that is already in the region or en route? ...

col 5623 David Lammy: ... The right hon. Lady talks about Hamas, and | have said
at this Dispatch Box that the scenes of those young men in balaclavas with
Kalashnikovs parading hostages are obscene, and | condemn them. | said in
January that we would continue to stand with the hostage families, and we will.
There are still dozens of families waiting, hoping, praying that their loved ones can
return, but the right hon. Lady will also have seen overnight that many of those
families are saying that this is not the way to bring them home. They fear that as a
consequence of this resumed action, their loved ones will perish ...

There has to be an alternative to Hamas, and that alternative is the Palestinian
Authority. We must work with it; we have to give people hope and prospect that is
not about terrorism, and that is about supporting Prime minister Mustafa in all his
efforts. .... Of course there is no moral equivalence between Hamas and the Israeli
Government, and none of us has ever suggested that that is the case. ...




Emily Thornberry (Labour): ... The renewed bombing in Gaza cannot be justified, the
renewed siege of Gaza cannot be justified, and it is difficult to see how either of those
things are compatible with international law. It will be for a court to decide, and there will
be a reckoning. ...
col 524 Now that the Israeli Government have abandoned the fragile course of peace, what
is plan B for the west bank, which still faces the threat of annexation? Following reports
that the strikes may have American endorsement, what is plan B when it comes to uniting
our international allies, to make sense of this senseless violation of the peace process? ...
David Lammy: ... | understand that the US envoy, Steve Witkoff, is flying into the
region ... and | hold out hope that we can once more get a ceasefire that gets us to
the plan, which was to the end of the Passover period ...
Helen Maguire (Liberal Democrat): ... The resumption of fighting now threatens the lives
of Israeli hostages still held in captivity by Hamas, and of Palestinians, who have already
seen their homes and communities devasted by 15 months of war. ...
Even before the resumption of military operations, the Israeli Government had cut aid
routes into Gaza, as well as the supply of electricity. That was illegal and wrong,
contravening Israel’s obligations under international law. In this House on Monday, and
today, the Foreign Secretary stated that Israel’s aid blockade was a breach of international
law. Will he outline what action he is taking to ensure that there are consequences to
breaching international law? Hamas must now immediately and unconditionally release
the remaining hostages, the treatment of whom while in captivity has been despicable. ...
col 525 Arab states have a vital role to play in supporting the transition back to a state of
ceasefire. Their plans for the reconstruction of Gaza also provide a pragmatic proposal for
rebuilding the strip, particularly when compared with the reckless proposals put forward by
Trump ... Does the Foreign Secretary agree that the UK must now move to officially
recognise a state of Palestine, as a vital part of a two-state solution that offers dignity and
security to Palestinians and Israelis?
David Lammy: ... As | have now said on 10 occasions since September, Israel’s
actions in Gaza are at clear risk of breaching international humanitarian law. The
Government have been clear all along that we are not an international court, and
we could not make a judgment as to whether Israel has breached international
humanitarian law, but | made a decision back in September, based on whether
there was a clear risk, and for that reason we have suspended those sales to Gaza,
and they will continue to be suspended. ...
Melanie Ward (Labour): ... More than 170 Palestinian children have been killed this week
alone ...
Yesterday, the Israeli Defence Minister threatened the ethnic cleansing of Gaza. What
action is the Foreign Secretary taking to stop that and to hold the Government of Israel
accountable for their actions?
col 526 David Lammy: Humanitarian aid should never be used as a political tool
and Isreal must restart the aid immediately. ...
Edward Leigh (Conservative): | agree with everything the Foreign Secretary has said, in
particular that we have to give hope to the Palestinian people. To be fair to the Israeli
Government position, Hamas could solve the problem now by releasing the hostages.
Having said that, does the Foreign Secretary agree that is quite wrong for any member of
the Israeli Government to say that the Gazan people could rise up against Hamas? If they
did that, they would be tortured, at best, and probably killed. The people of Gaza are
victims of Hamas as much as anybody, and it is quite wrong for the Israeli Government to
inflict collective judgment on the people of Gaza: that will bring death, destruction, more
radicalism and we will never get the hostages home.
David Lammy: ... none of us stands with Hamas; we all want to see Hamas
removed, but an alternative to Hamas has to be provided. It seems to me that the
alternative is the Palestinian Authority and working alongside people to undermine




Hamas. We also have to see the end of Hamas. There are ways to bring that about
... but they are best done through diplomatic and political solutions, not military
endeavour.
col 527 Imran Hussain (Labour): The double standards and injustice we are witnessing
on the international stage are truly appalling. It is obvious that Isreal is breaking
international law, as every serious legal expert on international law has pointed out. It is
shameful, frankly, that the Government refuse to state that about Israel but will rightly do
so about Russia’s violation in Ukraine. ...
David Lammy: The conflict has gone on for 526 painful days. | recognise the
strength of feeling after more than 49,000 people have been killed in Gaza ...
Kit Malthouse (Conservative): It has been estimated that in the opening salvos of this
appalling aggression, the Israelis killed 80 Palestinian children in the space of 51 minutes.
There have been reports of children going through amputations without anaesthetics
because of the blockade, and that leaflets were dropped across Gaza last night threatening
extermination. Surely even for the Government, the Israelis have now crossed a monstrous
red line. ...
David Lammy: A whole generation of Gazans are growing up in the most
unbearable conditions ... children who we saw rummaging around in the rubble;
children who are now orphaned; and the many thousands of children in Gaza who
are out of school. ... But the way forward that we were shown back at the beginning
of January was through a ceasefire, negotiations to get into phases 2 and 3 of that
ceasefire, and a horizon for a two-state solution. That is what | will continue to fight
for.
Stella Creasy (Labour Co-op): ... Israel Katz, the Defence Minister, claimed that the
“evacuation” of Gaza would resume and he is threatening “total devastation”. Those are
not the actions of a Government who want peace; they are the actions of an increasingly
authoritarian Government who are more interested in their own political survival than in
the survival of any innocent civilian, be they Palestinian or Israeli. This is not what the
hostage families want to see, and we should speak for them as much as for the innocent
civilians in Gaza and the Palestinians whose lives are being lost. ...
col 528 David Lammy: | do condemn those words and | would ask Minister Katz,
who is very experienced, to withdraw them.
Alistair Carmichael (Liberal Democrat): The language that we use in this conflict
matters. We know what has happened and the Foreign Secretary has reminded us today:
for weeks, supplies of basic goods and electricity have been blocked. To say that Isreal
“risks” breaching international law for having done that is to say that this country does not
see those acts as a prima facie breach of international law—that is how it will be heard in
Tel Aviv. Is that really the Government’s position?
David Lammy: The Government’s position is based on the law that was set out in
our export licensing regime ... The language of that legislation ... states that |, as
a Minister and on behalf of the Government, have to make an assessment of clear
risk. That is the language that | have used 10 times in this House since September.
| stand by it, and so should he.
Chi Onwurah (Labour): ... constituents ... see the mutilated bodies of babies and the
consequences of the blockade on humanitarian aid, and they say to me, “What are this
Government doing about it? What are you doing about it?” ...
David Lammy: ... the United Kingdom announced £129 million of funding for the
occupied territories just in the last year, which included £41 million for the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency; that we are very clear that humanitarian aid
should not be used as a tool ...
col 529 Bob Blackman (Conservative): ... The shadow Foreign Secretary, my right hon.
Friend the Member for Witham (Priti Patel), mentioned the all-party parliamentary group’s
report on the atrocities committed on 7 October 2023, which was brilliantly researched by




Lord Roberts and a whole series of different individuals. The document is almost 500 pages
long and contains the evidence of what happened not only on that day, but subsequently.
... in future it will be the definitive history of what happened on 7 October. Will [the Foreign
Secretary] therefore look at the fact that 59 hostages are still in captivity? It is understood
that only 24 of them are alive—probably only barely alive—and 35 are dead. The reality is
that there is an opportunity for the deal, as proposed by the United States, for a ceasefire
to continue, for the release of the hostages and for Hamas to lay down their arms. That is
still open to the terrorists in Hamas to take up. If they do so, we can then all unite across
the House and call for the end of death and destruction.

David Lammy: ... The question now is: how do we get those remaining hostages

home, and is the action that we have seen in the last two to three days likely to

bring them home or to see more of them perish? ... | think military action is unlikely
to bring them home.
Rachel Hopkins (Labour): ... this is an appalling and unacceptable loss of life ... there is
no military solution to this conflict?

David Lammy: Let me state again: there is no military solution to this conflict. ...
Brendan O’Hara (SNP): The inhumanity and depravity that we witnessed on Tuesday
defies belief, but it shows that after 17 months, Israel understands fully what impunity is,
because Netanyahu shattered that fragile ceasefire, killing 400 civilians sheltering in
tents—mostly babies and toddlers—knowing that there would be absolutely no
consequence for his action. ...

David Lammy: The whole House will have heard the hon. Gentleman’s language.

... There are atrocities on both sides of this conflict; | just remind him of the scenes

of those murdered horrendously on 7 October. ...
col 530 Matthew Patrick (Labour): ... | worry that Hamas state that they want to repeat
the actions of 7 October. They are committed only to endless war. ...

David Lammy: Reports have come in that Hamas have now started firing rockets

into Israel and sirens are at this time sounding in Tel Aviv. | condemn Hamas’s

rocket attacks. | want to reiterate that the only way through this is to get back to a

ceasefire. It is unacceptable that Israeli civilians are running for cover and that

Palestinian civilians are finding that the casualties are rising. There can be no place

for Hamas in the future of Gaza ...

Desmond Swayne (Conservative): Despite a huge investment in our relationship with
Israel over so many years, we appear to be reduced to the position of spectators on a
touchline ...

David Lammy: ... Sometimes it can feel futile; diplomacy can feel very hard. The

words of parliamentarians can feel like they have no effect, but everything that

every single one of us as Members of Parliament did in those 17 months also led
to that ceasefire in January. ...
Warinder Juss (Labour): ... It is not right that the ordinary people of Palestine should
suffer because of the actions of Hamas. Does the Foreign Secretary agree that we now
need to send a stronger message to Israel and go further, perhaps by suspending all arms
licences to Israel and recognising the state of Palestine?

David Lammy: We are three days into a resumption of fighting. That is three days

too long ...
col 531 Jim Shannon (DUP): ... We all watched with horror as Israeli prisoners were
released—not released in a sombre, dignified way, but paraded about as an example of
the control that Hamas had. As far as Hamas were concerned, those prisoners were not
human beings; instead, they were trophies of abuse and hate. ... Will the Secretary of
State confirm that, now as much as ever, Israel must show her strength and her friends,
and show Hamas to be the murderous scum that they are? Will he reaffirm his pledge to
support those who stand against the evil personified by the Hamas terrorists?

David Lammy: ... | condemn Hamas, condemn their activities, and condemn them




for not releasing those hostages. That is the way out of this: release the hostages,
let us get back to a political process and a ceasefire, and stop firing rockets into
Israel.
Nesil Caliskan (Labour): ... in the past few days, hundreds more women and children
have been killed in Gaza. We have now had confirmation from the Foreign Secretary that
a British national UN aid worker has been wounded, and aid continues to be blocked. For
Palestinians, hope is moving far away. ...
David Lammy: ... all efforts are being made, and of course we are supporting the
reform of the Palestinian Authority. That is why | will be speaking to Prime Minister
Mustafa a little later today.
Martin Vickers (Conservative): It is a tragic fact that wherever they occur, military
conflicts result in the death of innocent civilians, among them many children... Israel has
an absolute right to take action to recover the hostages, but ... the continuing
bombardment of Gaza will not achieve that of itself. Does he agree that one thing it does
achieve is to risk radicalising the younger generation to become the Hamas supporters of
the future?
col 5632 David Lammy: That is a huge concern, because we want to provide hope
for those people, and we want to provide an alternative to Hamas. | repeat that
there have been 17 months of bombardment, and if that was going to work, it would
have worked. It has not worked, and going back to that means—as night follows
day—that at the end of any military exercise, Hamas will still be there and we will
still come back to a political process. ...
Florence Eshalomi (Labour Co-op): ... For Israel to breach that ceasefire is
indefensible—the targeting of civilians and civilian infrastructure should not be justified
under any circumstances. ... leadership requires honesty with our friends and telling things
how they are. Will [the Foreign Secretary] commit to the UK showing leadership in
providing international clarity to end this cycle of violence, and clarity on the really serious
issue of international law breaches?
David Lammy: ... | can confirm that we will continue to do all we can, and we stand
by the judgments that we made back in September when we assessed that there
was a clear risk of a breach of humanitarian law.
Ellie Chowns (Green): Israel is committing war crimes in Gaza—blocking the entry of
humanitarian aid, cutting electricity that is essential for drinking water, the forced
displacement of civilians, and now indiscriminate bombing that is killing and maiming
many, many children. Those are not just clear risks of a breach of humanitarian law; they
are clear breaches, and it is just not enough to say that we do not like it. ... has [the Foreign
Secretary] explicitly asked the Israeli Government whether any UK-made arms or arms
components were used in the mass air strikes in recent days that broke the ceasefire and
have caused untold suffering to civilians?
David Lammy: In making our assessment of a clear risk of a breach of
humanitarian law, we suspended arms sales to Israel, and | stand by that decision.
col 533 Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): ... it disgusts me that Israel’s actions seem to treat
Palestinian children’s lives as somehow more expendable or less precious than those of
Israeli children. ...
David Lammy: As the father of an adopted child, | feel personally the plight of the
many, many children in Gaza who have been orphaned, and who are subject to
exploitation as a result of the fact that they now have no parents. ...
Julian Lewis (Conservative): Have the Government received any indication or formed
any view about what the current Israeli Government would do if—admittedly against all
expectation—Hamas were to release all the hostages forthwith?
David Lammy: ... | have discussed with the United States envoy, Steve Witkoff.
Indeed, | have discussed it with the Israeli Government. ... there is a lot of politics
in Israel, and it is my sincere hope that these judgments are not being guided by

10



political calculation when they cut to the core of human life. | say to those in Israel:
listen to the hostages’ families and listen to the way out of this. ...
Naushabah Khan (Labour): ... What work is [the Foreign Secretary] doing with the
international community and directly with the Israeli Government to lift the blockade on aid
and ensure that it can get to the Palestinian people ...
David Lammy: ... We will be working closely with partners in the region to get that
aid in. ... There are many other families and many Palestinians who have lost loved
ones, with more than 350 aid workers killed in this conflict. We cannot see the
continued killing of aid workers in any conflict, and we condemn it ...
col 534 Chris Law (SNP): | begin with a quote: “Annihilate, smash, eradicate, erase, crush,
shatter, burn, be cruel, punish, ruin, crush. Annihilate!”
That is the genocidal voice of the Israeli Government as posted on X only last night by
ltamar Ben-Gvir as he was reappointed as a Cabinet Minister. The Foreign Secretary
recognised this week that Israel is in breach of international law. What further evidence
does the Prime Minister need to recognise that, and for the UK Government to end their
complicity in these crimes by stopping support for the Israeli Government committing
atrocities against the Palestinian people?
David Lammy: If those are the words that were used last night, and | have not seen
them all, then | condemn them categorically from this Dispatch Box.
Matt Western (Labour): ... The signals coming from Defence Minister Katz are absolutely
clear: the lIsraeli Government seek the total destruction of Gaza and they see the
occupation of west bank as their objective. The leverage over Netanyahu’s Government is
from Ben-Gvir and Smotrich ... Other than once again reviewing all the arms licences, and
perhaps withdrawing them, and putting in place sanctions against Israel, what leverage do
the UK Government have over Israel in this circumstance?
David Lammy: | cannot comment on future sanctions designations, but | refer my
hon. Friend to the sanctions | announced back in October raising concerns in
particular about settlements and settler violence, particularly in the west bank. |
condemn the expansion. ...
Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): Millions around the world saw in real time last night the
destruction of life, the loss of children’s lives, more destruction and the Israeli attempt to
annex northern Gaza, if not the whole of Gaza. That is clearly what the whole agenda is
about. Israel continues to commit war crimes through the denial of food, water and
electricity to the people of Gaza. Will the British Government confirm that they are in
breach of international law? Secondly, will we cease all military co-operation with Israel,
including arms supplies and the use of RAF Akrotiri as a staging point for the delivery of
weapons?
David Lammy: | condemn any attempts to annex Gaza or the west bank. ... Under
the legislation ... the assessment is about there being “a clear risk” of a breach of
international humanitarian law. ... assessment of a clear risk is a low standard, but
on the assessments that | have seen and continue to see, that is my assessment.
| therefore think the right hon. Gentleman should be comforted that we are not
assisting in what we are seeing in Gaza.
Rachael Maskell (Labour Co-op): May | correct my right hon. Friend when he uses the
words “both sides”, since neither the Israeli Government nor Hamas represent the interests
of the Palestinian people? ...
col 535 However, Many times, my right hon. Friend has rightly said from the Dispatch Box
that it is for the courts to determine whether or not a genocide has been committed. Can
he say what efforts he has made to ask the courts to make such a ruling?
col 5635 David Lammy: ... We as politicians make our judgments, but we are not
courts. We cannot pronounce that from this Dispatch Box—certainly not on behalf
of a Government. ... it must be right that courts make these determinations.
Ann Davies (Plaid Cymru): ... UNICEF says that the reported killing earlier this week of
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more than 130 children would be the largest single-day child death toll in the past year. ...
Is the Minister comfortable with the possibility of UK arms being used by Israel against
children ...
David Lammy: ... we are absolutely not in the business at the moment of selling
arms that could be used in Gaza under our licensing decisions—save, of course,
for the decision we made on F-35s. That is because, in looking at the supply chain
and recognising risks and conflicts in other parts of the world, including in the Euro-
Atlantic, we had to make some serious judgments.
Andy Slaughter (Labour): Failing to act in the face of Israel breaking the ceasefire in such
a violent manner has consequences: it undercuts moderate voices in Israel, damages the
UK’s reputation internationally, and compromises our support for international law and the
rule of law. ...
David Lammy: ... we want a two-state solution and the recognition of a Palestinian
state, but that is best done as part of a process that actually gets us to two states.
... the decision by other partners to move to recognition has not alleviated the
suffering before our eyes, which is why there must be a careful balance. ...
col 5636 Shockat Adam (Independent): Along with a billion Muslims around the world, |
began my fast on Tuesday morning, having taken some food and water, with the screams
of 400 innocent men, women and children ringing in my ears, as they were burned alive in
their makeshift tents. ...
The Minister will be aware of the peace deal that was available in May 2024. According to
President Biden, the hostages are not a priority for the Israelis—a sentiment that was
echoed just the other day by the Hostages and Missing Families Forum ...
The fact is that the Foreign Secretary is aware of all this, as we continue to provide Israel
with military support and the use of our air base in Cyprus, and to give it moral, economic
and political support. ... [The Foreign Secretary] has spoken passionately about his
heritage and his ancestors, who were shackled in the chains of slavery. To unshackle his
own chains, will he immediately cease all arms licences? ...
David Lammy: ... Notwithstanding the horrors of the conflict that has begun, we
are three days into it. In the end, it is the ceasefire that will alleviate the suffering...
Laura Kyrke-Smith (Labour): ... | am glad to hear [the Foreign Secretary] speak of the
need to send a clear message to Israel that the resumption of airstrikes is unacceptable,
but | worry that this message will be heard only if it is conveyed through both words and
actions. ...
David Lammy: ...I cannot comment from the Dispatch Box on further actions or
sanctions; | just pray in aid what | have already said about diplomatic efforts. ...
col 5637 Adam Jogee (Labour): ... The scenes from Gaza on our TV screens have been
beyond horrifying. ... Without question, we need all hostages to be released, and we need
this war to end now. ...
David Lammy: | met many partners at the G20 a few weeks ago, and ... | have
also spoken to many partners, particularly from the Arab Quint ... | suspect that |
will be in the region in the coming weeks as a consequence of what we are now
seeing.
Harpreet Uppal (Labour): This destruction and killing during the holy month of Ramadan
is horrific and inhumane. Yesterday, with colleagues from this House, | met Palestinian
students studying in the UK. One did not know if her family members were alive. Another
could not attend because she had just heard that her father had been killed the night
before. ... Can the Secretary of State confirm that the UK Government will abide by any
International Court of Justice rulings regarding breaches of international humanitarian law
in the region?
David Lammy: | reassure my hon. Friend that, yes, we will.
Josh Fenton0Glynn (Labour): Over 400 people have been killed, the majority of whom
were children. Aid supplies have been blocked and aid workers killed, and the rhetoric
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from Israeli Ministers is getting worse. All this has happened under a ceasefire. ... at what
point do we change our posture towards the Israeli Government?
David Lammy: When we are talking about Israel, we should remember that we
stand alongside the Israeli people at this time, and we think of the many hostages
who are underground and in desperate conditions in Gaza. Israel is a democracy,
which is why we see people taking to the streets and making their voices heard.
We see a heated debate in Israel as the best way forward.
Alice Macdonald (Labour Co-op): ... Under IHL, aid workers should be protected. ... but
the death toll continues to rise in Gaza, and most of the aid workers are locals. ...
col 538 David Lammy: ... We continue to work with UN colleagues to ensure that
aid workers are protected, just as we continue to work with our EU colleagues on
that. We condemn the tremendous loss of life in the worst conflict for aid workers,
and we continue to call for justice, particularly for those killed in the World Central
Kitchen, and for a proper investigatory process in Israel that sees accountability for
such acts.
Patricia Ferguson (Labour): ... The actions of Hamas are both brutal and unacceptable,
but for a democratically elected Government to bombard innocent civilians, and to deprive
them of food, water and medical supplies, is totally reprehensible. The Foreign Secretary
is quite right to say that words are the language of diplomacy, but sometimes symbols
matter too. Given the fear that Israel’s ground invasion is an attempt to separate the north
from the south, leading to annexation, is it not time to recognise the state of Palestine and
show that we stand with the people of Palestine?
David Lammy: ... | recognise the strength of feeling in the House about wanting to
see, alongside Israel, a home for the Palestinian people that is safe and secure. ...
we keep this issue under review, and we work with close allies such as France on
these issues. My own judgment is that the moment will be right when there is a
process that actually leads to two states. ...
Tom Rutland (Labour): ... Civilians in Gaza and the remaining Israeli hostages, who were
abducted in the appalling Hamas terror attacks of 7 October, desperately need a ceasefire
back in place, and the hostages must be released. Will the Foreign Secretary join me in
condemning comments from the Israeli Defence Minister, who threatened the total
destruction of Gaza? Will he also be clear that the terrorists of Hamas can have no role in
the future of Gaza?
David Lammy: Yes, | will.
Kirsteen Sullivan (Labour Co-op): ... We must never forget the hostages, who are
waiting to come home, and their families, who are waiting for them, as well as the horrors
they have experienced. ... Can [the Foreign Secretary] give assurances that arms licences
will continue to be under regular review, and that sanctions will be actively considered? ...
col 539 David Lammy: Arms licences are of course continually reviewed, and ...
we always keep sanctions under review.
Sarah Smith (Labour): In recent days, nearly 1,000 Palestinians have been killed or
injured, and once again, many more are being displaced. The humanitarian situation is
getting worse in Gaza, as Israel refuses to let through the aid trucks. The crossings have
been closed for 18 continuous days, which is surely a breach of international law. More
than 1 million people have been left without food parcels, and one in five pregnant women
and breastfeeding mothers are malnourished. We need a return to the ceasefire and the
return of the hostages, but the actions of the last week demand that the UK Government
take further action. Israel continues to breach the terms of the ceasefire. We should not
do a trade deal with Israel while the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians is a real possibility. |
urge the Foreign Secretary to consider sanctions against some of the key Israeli actors. ...
David Lammy: ... although the UK has differences with the Israeli Government, we
do not have differences with the Israeli people. The Secretary of State for Business
and Trade has taken the decision to restart negotiations on a free trade
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arrangement with Israel. There have not been any ministerial meetings, but it is
important that we do not act against the people of Israel, many of whom are taking
to the streets at this very time.
Douglas McAllister (Labour): Bombing civilians and preventing access to basic
humanitarian supplies as a tactic of war is a war crime. ... However, given our strong
opposition to the return of hostilities, and the bombing by the Israelis, we must now go
beyond persuasion. Their actions are incompatible with international law. ...
David Lammy: As one of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council,
we of course have an arsenal of diplomatic tools, which we deploy as appropriate
and keep under review. ...
Sarah Coombes (Labour): ...The Foreign Secretary is absolutely right to say that
diplomacy is the only way to end the bloodshed, but can | push him on the resumption of
humanitarian aid? ... What levers do we have to get Israel to end the blockade on aid,
and what is the likelihood of aid going in in the coming days?
David Lammy: ... when we got that ceasefire, the number of trucks crossing
exceeded expectations and the aid suddenly got in. It has now been, | think, 16 or
17 days since the aid stopped, and there will be tremendous suffering as a result.
Aid should never be used as a tool in any conflict, and that is why we want to see
the resumption of aid. ...
Polly Billington (Labour): ... While the ceasefire held, there were comments from those
on the Treasury Bench about the possibility of a trade deal between the UK and Israel.
Does the Foreign Secretary agree ... that a trade deal between the UK and Israel must be
completely out of the question now that the ceasefire is over?
David Lammy: ... There have not been any ministerial meetings on any such trade
deal. | always want to keep in mind the Israeli people—such a deal is not, as it
were, for the Government; it would be done on behalf of the people of Israel—but
Ministers will have heard, and the whole House will have heard, [Polly Billington’s]
remarks ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-20/debates/393342B7-164E-4306-
BA76-FE648ADB773F/ConflictinGaza

The Foreign Secretary’s remarks to the House the previous Monday, referred to above by
the Foreign Secretary, Priti Patel, and others can be read at
https.//hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/2085400B-DCEF-4726-
8039-4DCADG6FAC871/G7#contribution-9EDO6F95-9B0C-471C-8FEF-13FFE20B5DC4

The APPG report referred to above by Priti Patel and Bob Blackman can be read at
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/67bf0490d422da027d74¢c55¢/t/67d80d04b3bde77
ec3ac2b66/1742212374048/The+7+0October+Parliamentary+Commission+Report+-
+The+Roberts+Report+-+APPG+UK-Israel.pdf

Information about the sanctions referred to above by David Lammy can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/new-uk-sanctions-tarqget-illeqgal-outposts-and-
organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank

House of Commons Written Answers

Trade Promotion: Israel and Occupied Territories
Andy Slaughter (Labour) [38558] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade,
pursuant to the Answer of 13 February 2025 to Question 30065 Trade Promotion: Israel
and Occupied Territories, if he will list his department’s current priorities identified for (a)
export and (b) investment services in (i) Israel and (ii) the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
Douglas Alexander: Current priorities identified for export and investment services
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in Israel include infrastructure (construction and energy), healthcare (medicinal and
pharmaceutical products), food and drink, financial and professional services.
Priorities for the Occupied Palestinian Territories include cars, tech, food and drink,
and financial, professional business, and digital services.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38558

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30065

Trade Promotion: Israel and Occupied Territories

Andy Slaughter (Labour) [38559] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade,
pursuant to the Answer of 13 February 2025 to Question 30065 on Trade Promotion: Israel
and Occupied Territories, how much of his Department's budget has been allocated to
each of the Trade Envoys for (a) Israel and (b) the Occupied Palestinian Territory in the (i)
2024-25 and (ii) 2025-26 financial years.

Gareth Thomas: The Department has so far not spent any of its budget this

Financial Year to support the Trade Envoys to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian

Territories.

The funding for next Financial Year 2025-26 for the Trade Envoys to Israel and the

Occupied Palestinian Territories will be allocated on a case-by-case basis to meet

costs of travel and subsistence needed to undertake their role.

Any costs incurred are subject to Departmental guidelines which apply to the

programme’s use of public funds.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38559

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30065

Trade Promotion: Israel and Occupied Territories
Andy Slaughter (Labour) [38560] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade,
pursuant to the Answer of 13 February 2025 to Question 30065 on Trade Promotion: Israel
and Occupied Territories, what assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the role
of the Trade Envoys to (a) Israel and (b) the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Gareth Thomas: Following the announcement by the Secretary of State on
28" January of the appointment of a new team of Trade Envoys, we are in the
process of developing specific objectives to measure the performance and impact
of the Trade Envoys supporting Departmental priorities including Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territories.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38560

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30065

The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2025-01-28/hcws 392

Israeli Settlements: Sanctions
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [38513] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential
implications for his policies of the Occupied Territories Bill proceeding through the Irish
Parliament; and whether he plans to bring forward similar legislation to ban trade with
illegal settlements.
Hamish Falconer: The UK government considers Israeli settlements illegal under
international law and goods produced in these settlements are not entitled to benefit
from tariff and trade preferences under the UK's current trade agreements with the
Palestinian Authority and Israel. We support accurate labelling of settlement goods,

15


https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38558
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30065
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38559
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30065
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-17/38560
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30065
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2025-01-28/hcws392

so as not to mislead the consumer. We routinely update our guidance to British

businesses on the Overseas Business Risk website and do not encourage or offer

support to economic and financial activity in the settlements.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-14/38513

Information about the Occupied Territories Bill, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/bills/bill/’2018/6/

and
https://www.breakingnews.ie/ireland/ireland-has-obligation-to-comply-with-occupied-
territories-bill-un-expert-1742696.html|

The Overseas Business Risk Guidance referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/overseas-business-risk-israel

and
https.://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/overseas-business-risk-palestinian-territories

House of Lords Oral Answer

G7
Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle (Green): My Lords, the Statement refers, rightly, to
Israel’'s complete blocking of aid to Gaza as being “appalling and unacceptable”. Since the
Statement was made, Israel has resumed attacks on Gaza; 400 people have died,
including many children, and there is great concern for the remaining Israeli hostages in
this situation. Sir Keir Starmer said that he was “deeply concerned” about the Israelis
resuming military action, and, in the other place, he refused to rule out the suspension of
further arms sales. Surely we are now at the point where we have to suspend all arms
sales to Israel.
Baroness Chapman of Darlington: We have been very clear that we think that
Israel ought to allow aid into Gaza, and that it is wrong to disrupt that flow and to
cut off the electricity supply. What matters is that we can protect that population,
feed those children and get the medical supplies where they need to be. On arms
and restrictions, as noble Lords know, we take an approach that is based on the
law, and we apply the law. We made decisions last year to impose restrictions; we
will do so again should we need to in future. The situation today is the same as it
was yesterday, and we have made no new decisions on that.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-20/debates/EC497AD0-802B-4B20-A665-
3BEAOBB84695/G7#contribution-B16B2C43-9241-4513-A4FB-4EA4018C760D

House of Commons Library Briefing

UNRWA and UK aid to the West Bank and Gaza Strip 2023-25
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9900/CBP-9900.pdf

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

The ceasefire deal was the best chance we had seen to return the hostages to their
families: UK statement at the UN Security Council

... I would like to add my sincere gratitude to you, Eli [Sharabi], for the courage you have
shown today, and every day, since those horrific events of 7 October.

The suffering you and your family have endured is beyond imagination.

Hamas must be held accountable for their despicable actions including the murder of your
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wife, Lianne, a British national, and your two daughters.

Your powerful testimony also serves as a reminder of the anguish that the remaining
hostages held by Hamas continue to endure.

This Council has called for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages in all
four of our resolutions since October 7th.

| repeat that call today. ...

We also remain deeply concerned by the appalling treatment of hostages during their
captivity, as we have heard from Eli today, and the shocking images we have seen around
their release.

In its dedicated reports, the UN has concluded that there are reasonable grounds to
suspect sexual violence occurred during the 7 October attacks.

President, the UK is also deeply concerned at reports of sexual and gender-based violence
against Palestinian detainees by Israeli forces.

These allegations must be fully investigated.

We reiterate our call for the International Committee of the Red Cross to be granted
unfettered and immediate access to the hostages in Gaza and Palestinian detainees.
Granting ICRC access is a clear obligation under international humanitarian law. ...

And Israel must facilitate a rapid and unhindered resurgence in the flow of aid.

We condemn the unacceptable statements from Defence Minister Katz warning of the total
destruction of Gaza.

President, both Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire deal in January which provided for
the release of all hostages through the three phases of the deal.

With the Israeli air strikes this week, which have killed so many Palestinian civilians, that
deal has fallen apart and with it, the best chance we had seen to return the hostages to
their families and end their suffering.

We call on the parties to urgently return to this deal.

For the sake of the hostages and their families who continue to wait in agony for news of
their loved ones.

And for the sake of the Palestinians in Gaza who have already suffered terribly.
Diplomacy must be the way forward, not bloodshed.

To read the full transcript see
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-ceasefire-deal-was-the-best-chance-we-
had-seen-to-return-the-hostages-to-their-families-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

United Nations

Security Council Hears Renewed Ceasefire Appeals, as Israel Vows to Fight until
Last Hostage Freed

The Security Council ... heard harrowing testimony from a former Israeli hostage amid
urgent calls for the immediate, unconditional and dignified release of hostages held in
Gaza, as well as the swift restoration of the ceasefire, while Israel pledged to fight until all
the captives are freed.

Khaled Khiari, Assistant Secretary-General for the Middle East, Asia and the Pacific,
Departments of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs and Peace Operations, said the
ceasefire that went into effect on 19 January had “offered a glimmer of hope” by reuniting
25 Israeli hostages with their loved ones and returning the remains of eight deceased
hostages. As of today, at least 59 hostages — alive and deceased — are still being held
captive, he noted.

“The testimonies of those released provide terrifying accounts of their captivity, including
physical and psychological torture, sexual violence and deprivation,” ... The
hostagesmust be allowed to receive visits from the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC). The significant Israeli air strikes in Gaza in recent days have also been
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devastating — hundreds of Palestinians have been killed, including women and children,
and one United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) staff member, he noted. ...
“I've come back from hell,” said Eli Sharabi, who was held hostage in Gaza for 491 days.
Describing the day he was taken captive, he said he was torn away from his wife and two
daughters. His arms and legs were tied so tightly, the ropes tore into his flesh. He was
fed a piece of pita a day, maybe a sip of tea. “They beat me; they broke my ribs,” he said,
adding: “We had to beg for food, beg to use the bathroom; begging was our existence.”
“For 491 days, | dreamt of seeing my family again, only when | returned home, | learned
the truth my wife and my daughters had been slaughtered by Hamas terrorists on
7 October 2023,” he said.

Where was the United Nations and the Red Cross during his 491 days as a hostage, he
asked. “| saw Hamas terrorists carrying boxes with the UN and UNRWA [United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East] emblems on them into
the tunnel, feeding terrorists who tortured me and murdered my family,” he said.
Commending the United States for helping secure his release, he urged Council
members: “No more excuses; no more delays; if you stand for humanity, prove it, bring
them home.”

The representative of Israel said that, for 530 days, 59 innocent people have been
trapped in Hamas captivity. “They are starving, in the dark, alone, afraid, suffering beyond
what words can capture,” he stated. ... Since 7 October 2023, there have not been a single
resolution condemning Hamas. For 530 days, the Council has spoken about Gaza without
mentioning the crimes of Hamas. “How can you claim to stand for international law while
ignoring the hostages,” he asked.

The massive amounts of humanitarian aid that Israel has facilitated, coordinated and
allowed into Gaza, he said, have reached every segment of the population except one: the
hostages. So many Agencies that claim to be the protectors of humanity but have
abandoned the hostages entirely ... Detainees in Israel have three meals a day, medical
treatment, visitation of the Red Cross, and before the war, they had visitation of families,
while the Red Cross has not spent one moment with the hostages in Gaza ... Hamas was
given a choice, and they chose war. “This will continue until every last hostage is home” ...
Council members reiterated the call for the release of all hostages, with the speaker for
the United States commending Eli Sharabi for his courageous first-hand testimony about
the depravity of Hamas. ... Hamas is responsible for the resumption of hostilities, refusing
time and time again to accept proposals to extend the ceasefire, she said ...

The representative of the United Kingdom noted that a United Nations report has
concluded that there were reasonable grounds to suspect sexual violence occurred during
the 7 October 2023 attacks. He also expressed concern about reports of sexual and
gender-based violence against Palestinian detainees by Israeli forces. ... [click here to
read this speech in greater detail]

Expressing condolences to Eli Sharabi, the Permanent Observer for the State of
Palestine said: “Maybe no one around the table can fully grasp what such a loss means,
the killing of loved ones, prolonged captivity, fear and trauma, but Palestinians can”,
because “there is not a single Palestinian family that does not have a loved one Kkilled,
wounded, detained or displaced”. Palestinians come out of Israeli captivity “looking like
ghosts, starved and traumatized, beaten and some raped”, he said, adding: “Israel arrests
our children, our doctors, our teachers, our workers, family members, bystanders,
parliamentarians, academics, human rights defenders.”

In 42 days of ceasefire, more hostages were released than in 15 months of
bombardments, he said, noting that the families of the hostages know this and are
demonstrating to restore the ceasefire. ... While Palestinians call for a ceasefire, Israel's
Government is trying to convince its people that killing Palestinians is the only way
forward. But, “we are rooted as olive trees, deep in our land, you cannot kill all of us”, he
underscored. ...
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To read the full press release see
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16024.doc.htm

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

“Arms transfers are not a human rights-free zone”
“‘Arms transfers to countries involved in human rights violations undeniably contribute to
further violations and negatively affect human rights,” said Khawla Al-Rowaishan. “They
are one of the main causes of atrocities and crimes committed in various regions around
the world.”
Al-Rowaishan is the director of Accountability and Redress at Mwatana for Human
Rights, an independent Yemeni organization that advocates for human rights and provides
legal aid to victims of rights violations ...
As the world faces the highest number of conflicts since World War I, an increasing
number of human rights advocates, lawyers and non-governmental organizations are
turning to courts to compel States to prevent arms supplies that fuel violations, and hold
States and companies accountable. ...
Working with its Palestinian partner organizations Palestinian Center for Human Rights, Al
Mezan and Al Haq, the Berlin-based ECCHR [European Center for Constitutional and
Human Rights] has supported five Palestinians in Gaza who lost relatives in the war and
whose lives are in acute danger in Gaza in filing several legal actions in German courts
against the export of weapons and other military equipment from Germany to Israel.
“In the context of arms transfers to Israel, the human rights impact of these transfers is
especially grave due to the high level of destruction of civilian life and infrastructure through
Israel’s military operation in Gaza since October 2023,” said Lilian Léwenbrick, Legal
Advisor in the International Crimes and Accountability Program of ECCHR. ...
Under the UN Guiding Principles for Business and Human Rights, businesses also have a
responsibility to respect human rights and humanitarian law and address the risk of
adverse impacts.
The UN human rights report also notes a failure by businesses to conduct due diligence
assessments, and highlights examples where businesses have been involved in unlawful
arms transfers.
However, holding companies accountable in court for serious human rights and
humanitarian law violations over their arms supplies also faces challenges, including lack
of transparency on arms exports.
“Companies continue to claim that their export decisions rely on the licenses delivered by
the States, thereby refusing to acknowledge their own responsibility to ensure that their
activities do not contribute to human rights violations,” Lavite said.
James Yap, Acting Director of the International Human Rights Program at the University
of Toronto, said the transnational nature of the arms industry, coupled with the large
opacity surrounding arms exports, make corporate accountability difficult.
‘Arms, like all goods, can move quite freely from country to country,” said Yap,
who represents a coalition of Palestinian and Canadian individuals and NGOs who are
suing the Canadian government to stop arms exports to Israel. ...
To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2025/03/arms-transfers-are-not-human-rights-free-zone

U.S. must immediately release Palestinian rights-activist Mahmoud Khalil and stop
threats of deportation against foreign residents, say UN experts
The U.S. Government must immediately release Mahmoud Khalil, a U.S. resident, student
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and Palestinian rights activist detained by Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
agents, and stop threatening and harassing foreign students who are campaigning for
Palestinians’ rights, a group of independent human rights experts said...

“The arrest, detention, and pending deportation of Mr. Mahmoud Khalil marks a dangerous
escalation in the U.S. Government's crackdown on student activism and censorship of pro-
Palestinian voices,” the experts said.

Mahmoud Khalil was arrested on 8 March without prior notice and without clarity on the
charges against him. ... The White House has indicated that Khalil’s arrest may be the first
of many targeting activists involved in campus demonstrations against Israel.

“We are alarmed that the U.S. authorities are openly weaponising deportation as a tool to
censor critical voices, seriously damaging the precious rights of free speech and assembly
that the US has long cherished and promoted at home and abroad,” the experts said. ...
The experts have previously expressed grave concern over the U.S. Government's
crackdown on pro-Palestinian student protests at various university campuses. In a letter
to the U.S. Government, they highlighted that banning and attacking student protests
violate the rights to peaceful assembly and freedom of expression.

They rejected the excuse of the crackdown as action to counter terrorism and fight
antisemitism.

“To express solidarity with Palestinian civilians or to peacefully demand the divestment
from companies facilitating Israel's horrific assault on Gaza is neither terrorism nor
antisemitism, but political expression and advocacy of human rights, protected by
international law,” the experts said. ...

“Advocacy of Palestinian rights, including their right to self-determination, is a legitimate
exercise of the right to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly, and no one should
be penalised for peacefully protesting against Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory,
which has been declared unlawful by the International Court of Justice,” the experts
said. ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/us-must-immediately-release-
palestinian-rights-activist-mahmoud-khalil-and

TOP

Relevant Legislation < newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
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Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

** Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

House of Lords Grand Committee (Third Day)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-20/debates/ CDAAGABD-D6AC-497A-8F5E-
55963268DFDC/HolocaustMemorialBill

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP
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Consultations ** new or updated today

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly

advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
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