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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Ethnic Minority People: Discrimination 
Gregory Stafford (Conservative): As a former NHS employee, I was shocked to hear 
that the Community Security Trust has found that the number of complaints of antisemitism 
in the NHS tripled in the 17 months after 7 October 2023. What steps are the Government 
taking to crack down on antisemitism in the NHS? 

Seema Malhotra: The hon. Gentleman will agree that antisemitism has no place in 
our society or in our workplaces. This is an extremely important issue, and he will 
know that the Home Secretary and the whole Government take it very seriously. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-
9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-13AC4679-
6C8E-4094-B44F-34CA9D7DCEFB  
 

Ethnic Minority People: Discrimination 
Mims Davies (Conservative): Does the Minister think it is acceptable for anyone in this 
country to say that people should “pray for victory” for Hamas over Israel, or for anyone to 
celebrate the 7 October attacks as a David-over-Goliath situation? If not, why did the Prime 
Minister invite Adam Kelwick, who has said such despicable things, to No. 10 just last 
week? Will the Minister apologise on behalf of the Prime Minister to the Jewish community, 
who need to know that this Government will stand with them against violence, hatred and 
division—and, in fact, with communities of all races and religions? All communities need 
to be supported. 

Seema Malhotra: The shadow Minister knows that Hamas is a proscribed 
organisation, and we will not tolerate antisemitism at any point, or in any way. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-
9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-9BE90E09-
BE98-4E99-8ACF-C086F7F10C1A 
 

Ethnic Minority People: Discrimination 
John Grady (Labour): Glasgow’s Muslim community is characterised by its kindness and  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-13AC4679-6C8E-4094-B44F-34CA9D7DCEFB
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-13AC4679-6C8E-4094-B44F-34CA9D7DCEFB
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-13AC4679-6C8E-4094-B44F-34CA9D7DCEFB
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-9BE90E09-BE98-4E99-8ACF-C086F7F10C1A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-9BE90E09-BE98-4E99-8ACF-C086F7F10C1A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-9BE90E09-BE98-4E99-8ACF-C086F7F10C1A
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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public service. Last weekend, I visited my friends at the Hillview Islamic and education 
centre in Shettleston, and met the convenor of the Muslim Council of Scotland, Dr 
Muhammad Adrees. I heard about terrible incidents of anti-Muslim hatred and crimes in 
Glasgow and the west of Scotland. Does my hon. Friend agree that our Muslim brothers 
and sisters should not have to live with that hatred, and will she set out the steps that the 
Government are taking to combat that? 

Seema Malhotra: … I completely agree … Indeed, I also attended a wonderful 
interfaith iftar in Hounslow on Friday. Islamophobia is completely abhorrent and has 
no place in our society. No one should ever be the victim of hatred because of their 
religion or belief. The Government have established a new working group to provide 
the Government with a definition of anti-Muslim hatred and Islamophobia, and 
advise the Government and other bodies on how best to understand, quantify and 
define prejudice, discrimination and hate crime targeted against Muslims. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-
9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-53E4CF6C-
41FB-4A8E-ABF3-1BA281C84141  
 

Ethnic Minority People: Discrimination 
Kirsty Blackman (SNP): Aberdeen mosque and Islamic centre in my constituency was 
vandalised while worshippers were inside. I am pleased that the local community came 
together and helped with the clean-up. The University of Glasgow has published a report 
that says that one in three Muslim students are victims of Islamophobic abuse. Does the 
Minister agree that the Government and the House have a responsibility to ensure that 
racist stereotypes are not putting our Muslim community at risk of a rise in hate crime and 
far-right extremism? 

Seema Malhotra: The hon. Lady is absolutely right. It is important that we tackle 
religious and racial hatred in all its forms. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-
9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-AAFCFB25-
0C25-4949-A7FD-2278E9460479  

 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/67507138f93ab16b069b3
375_Runnymede_Islamophobia%20Report_Final_11_compressed-compressed.pdf 
 
 

House of Commons Point of Order 

Point of Order 
Sarah Owen (Labour): On a point of order, Mr Speaker. The shadow Minister for Women, 
the hon. Member for East Grinstead and Uckfield (Mims Davies), just before Prime 
Minister’s questions, stated at the Dispatch Box that imam Adam Kelwick posted that he 
prayed for victory of Hamas over Israel. That was totally inaccurate. He made absolutely 
no mention, in the post to which she referred, of Hamas or against Israel; that was added 
wrongly by the shadow Minister. He, in fact, called for prayers of peace. The truth is that 
Adam has spent years working on countering extremism and even uniting people through 
food and conversations when rioters came to attack his local mosque in Liverpool last 
year. I ask that the hon. Member correct the record, and I remind her that should she have 
made such statements outside the House, there would possibly be legal action. What 
advice can you give to Members to ensure that they do not abuse parliamentary privilege 
by slandering people? 

Mr Speaker: I am not responsible for hon. Members’ questions, or for Ministers’ or 
shadow Ministers’ answers. I do not want to extend this question, but I can assure 
the hon. Lady that the Table Office will be able to advise her on how to pursue the  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-53E4CF6C-41FB-4A8E-ABF3-1BA281C84141
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-53E4CF6C-41FB-4A8E-ABF3-1BA281C84141
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-AAFCFB25-0C25-4949-A7FD-2278E9460479
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C78C6BA3-1623-4D3A-9F21-4E206090C131/EthnicMinorityPeopleDiscrimination#contribution-AAFCFB25-0C25-4949-A7FD-2278E9460479
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/67507138f93ab16b069b3375_Runnymede_Islamophobia%20Report_Final_11_compressed-compressed.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/61488f992b58e687f1108c7c/67507138f93ab16b069b3375_Runnymede_Islamophobia%20Report_Final_11_compressed-compressed.pdf
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matter. I am sure, without doubt, that it is on the record and that people will reflect 
on that. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C6F5FD51-0B42-44D8-
95DE-3EB1AD27B867/PointOfOrder  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Freedom of Expression 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [36684] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 26 February 2025 to 
Question 24223 on Freedom of Expression, what assessment has been made of the 
potential impact of introducing a definition of Islamophobia on legal rights to freedom of 
expression relating to blasphemy. 

Alex Norris: The Government has established a new working group to provide 
government with a definition of Anti-Muslim Hatred/Islamophobia, advising 
government and other bodies on how to best understand, quantify and define 
prejudice, discrimination, and hate crime targeted against Muslims. The group’s 
proposed definition must be compatible with the unchanging right of British citizens 
to exercise freedom of speech and expression. The Government has been clear 
that there is no blasphemy law in England, and we will not introduce one. 

  https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-10/36684  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24223  
 
 

Commission for Countering Extremism 

Sacred violence The enduring role of ideology in terrorism and radicalisation  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67dab0f31a60f79643028402/24.269_HO_
CCE_TR_Report_WEB__002___002__Edit.pdf  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the second of the four Commons oral answers “Ethnic Minority People: 
Discrimination” and subsequent Point of Order that are included in the Home Affairs 
section above. 
 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
The Prime Minister (Keir Starmer): …  I am deeply concerned about the resumption of 
Israeli military action in Gaza. The images of parents carrying their children—young 
children—to hospitals that have emerged over the last few days are truly shocking, as is 
the sheer number of those who have been killed. We will do all that we can to ensure the 
resumption of the ceasefire in order to get the remaining hostages out, and to get aid that 
is desperately needed in. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/E330A689-2C11-4932-
8DC9-62DFD859C08C/Engagements#contribution-A045F3A7-FA69-4F7A-B4BE-
8330441051F7  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C6F5FD51-0B42-44D8-95DE-3EB1AD27B867/PointOfOrder
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/C6F5FD51-0B42-44D8-95DE-3EB1AD27B867/PointOfOrder
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-10/36684
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24223
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67dab0f31a60f79643028402/24.269_HO_CCE_TR_Report_WEB__002___002__Edit.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67dab0f31a60f79643028402/24.269_HO_CCE_TR_Report_WEB__002___002__Edit.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/E330A689-2C11-4932-8DC9-62DFD859C08C/Engagements#contribution-A045F3A7-FA69-4F7A-B4BE-8330441051F7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/E330A689-2C11-4932-8DC9-62DFD859C08C/Engagements#contribution-A045F3A7-FA69-4F7A-B4BE-8330441051F7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/E330A689-2C11-4932-8DC9-62DFD859C08C/Engagements#contribution-A045F3A7-FA69-4F7A-B4BE-8330441051F7
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House of Commons Written Answer 

Trade Agreements: Israel 
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat) [37381] To ask the Secretary of State for Business 
and Trade, if he will make an assessment of the potential impact of a free trade agreement 
between the UK and Israel on the use of (a) surveillance and (b) cybersecurity 
technologies manufactured by UK businesses in Gaza. 

Douglas Alexander: Any export of controlled items requires approval under the 
UK's Export Controls regime - this is not affected by whether there is an FTA in 
place or not. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/37381  

 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

David Lammy Appalled a UN compound in Gaza was hit this morning. My thoughts are 
with the victims and their families. This incident must be investigated transparently and 
those responsible held to account. The UN and humanitarian workers must be protected. 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1902463744782819819  
 
------------------ 
 
UN Human Rights Council 58: UK Statement for the General Debate Under Agenda 
Item 4 
… we urge all parties to return to the Gaza ceasefire talks. All hostages must be released. 
Aid must restart. The recent civilian casualties are appalling. Our thoughts are also with 
the victims and families of those killed and injured in the UN compound 
yesterday. The Israeli and Palestinian people deserve a peaceful and secure future based 
on a two-state solution. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/un-human-rights-council-58-uk-statement-for-
the-general-debate-under-agenda-item-4  
 
 

Parliamentary Assembly of the European Union (PACE) 

The rapporteur on the humanitarian situation in Gaza appalled by the resumption of 
bombardments on the civilian population in Gaza 
“I am deeply shocked by Israel's decision to resume bombardments and not to respect the 
ceasefire’, said Saskia Kluit (Netherlands, SOC), rapporteur on “The absolute and urgent 
need to end the humanitarian crisis for women, children and the hostages in Gaza". 
“The press reported yesterday that at least 330 civilians, including many women and 
children, were killed in their sleep by Israeli strikes on the night of Monday 17 March. 
Hundreds other innocent people were injured and due to the collapsed healthcare system 
more deaths are to be expected. I strongly condemn this further disproportionate attack 
on innocent lives, which violates the much-needed cease fire and adds to the suffering 
already caused by the renewed blockage by Israel of all humanitarian aid and electricity 
to Gaza. The ever-increasing threat to the lives of the 2 million persons in Gaza, and of 
the hostages which are still in the hands of Hamas and other groups, is intolerable. 
I again remind the Israeli government of the responsibilities that arise from the human 
rights framework and international humanitarian law. Recalling Assembly Resolution 2582 
(2025), I urge the Israeli government to immediately and fully comply with international law  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/37381
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1902463744782819819
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/un-human-rights-council-58-uk-statement-for-the-general-debate-under-agenda-item-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/un-human-rights-council-58-uk-statement-for-the-general-debate-under-agenda-item-4
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/34105
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/34105
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and the stated in the resolution. The ceasefire must be respected so Gazans can be safe 
and start rebuilding their territories; and so that the remaining hostages have a chance of 
coming home alive as soon as possible. Humanitarian aid must be restored immediately 
and without hindrance and the remaining hostages must be released unconditionally. The 
focus of all parties should be on de-escalation, reaching a long-term ceasefire and 
protecting innocent lives. 
I call on all Council of Europe member States to use the full scope of means available to 
them to fulfill their obligations under international law and the Convention on the Prevention 
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide to prevent further violations of international 
humanitarian law; and to insist in the strongest terms for a continuation of the ceasefire 
and immediate 
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9804  
 

 

United Nations 

Secretary-General Condemns Attacks on United Nations Personnel, Calls for Full 
Investigation as Staff Member Killed in Gaza 
The Secretary-General was deeply saddened and shocked to learn of the death of a United 
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) staff member, when two UN guesthouses in 
Deir al Balah were hit in strikes.  Five other UN personnel were seriously injured. 
The locations of all UN premises are known to the parties to the conflict, who are bound 
by international law to protect them and maintain their absolute inviolability. 
The Secretary-General strongly condemns all attacks on UN personnel and calls for a full 
investigation.  He underscores that all conflicts must be conducted in a way that ensures 
civilians are respected and protected. 
The Secretary-General sends his deepest condolences to the family of the staff member 
killed. 
Today’s deadly strike brings the number of UN colleagues killed in Gaza since 
7 October 2023 to at least 280. 
The incident follows reports from yesterday — which saw the deaths of hundreds, including 
many children — marking one of the deadliest days in Gaza since late 2023. 
The Secretary-General stresses the need for the ceasefire to be respected to bring an end 
to the suffering of the people.  Humanitarian aid must reach all people in need.  The 
hostages must be released immediately and unconditionally. 
He also recalls that international law must be complied with at all times. 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22594.doc.htm  
 
 

UNRWA 

Gaza: Israeli Forces bombardment continues from air and sea for the third day – 
Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General 
We are fearing that the worst is yet to come given the ongoing ground invasion separating 
the north from the south. 
Evacuation orders forcing people to flee were issued impacting tens of thousands of 
people. The vast majority have been already displaced, treated like “pinballs” since the 
war began nearly 1.5 years ago. 
In the past few days, another five UNRWA staff have been confirmed killed, bringing the 
death toll to 284. They were teachers, doctors and nurses: serving the most vulnerable. 
Meanwhile, the siege on the war-torn enclave tightens. For nearly three weeks now, the 
Israeli Authorities continue to ban the entry of any humanitarian aid or basic commercial 
supplies. 

 

https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9804
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22594.doc.htm
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Under our daily watch, people in Gaza are again and again going through their worst 
nightmare. 
An endless unleashing of the most inhumane ordeals. 
No time left, we need now: 
- a renewal of the ceasefire 

- ⁠a dignified release of all the hostages in Gaza 

- ⁠an unimpeded flow of humanitarian aid & commercial supplies. 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/gaza-israeli-forces-bombardment-
continues-air-and-sea-third-day  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Bill as brought to the House of Lords 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59833/documents/6243  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0320.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/gaza-israeli-forces-bombardment-continues-air-and-sea-third-day
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/gaza-israeli-forces-bombardment-continues-air-and-sea-third-day
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59833/documents/6243
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0320.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0320.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
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Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

House of Commons Public bill Committee (Twenty Sixth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/39a0ed88-5b5b-4690-a5dc-
163a7c393331/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-SixthSitting)  

 

House of Commons Public bill Committee (Twnty Seventh Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-19/debates/7f4c87f5-df27-4f7e-8667-
e0ccacde0317/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-SeventhSitting)  

 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0320.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 
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https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 
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