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Meat: Ritual Slaughter
Rupert Lowe (Independent) [36520] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, if he will bring forward legislation to prohibit the slaughter of animals
without being stunned for Halal meat.
Daniel Zeichner: The Government encourages the highest standards of animal
welfare at slaughter and would prefer all animals to be stunned before slaughter,
but we respect the rights of Jews and Muslims to eat meat prepared in accordance
with their religious beliefs. There are no plans to bring forward legislation to prohibit
the slaughter of animals without prior stunning when slaughtered in accordance
with religious rites.
Existing legislation sets out the main requirements to protect the welfare of animals
when being slaughtered and there are additional rules that apply when animals are
slaughtered by either the Jewish or Muslim method without prior stunning to ensure
that animals are spared avoidable pain, suffering, or distress during the slaughter
process.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-07/36520

Pro-Palestinian Demonstrations (Policing)
Maggie Chapman (Green) [S60-04457] To ask the Scottish Government what its
response is to reported claims that policing of pro-Palestinian rallies and demonstrations
has been disproportionate and heavy handed.
The Minister for Victims and Community Safety (Siobhian Brown): The
operational policing of protests and demonstrations is rightly a matter for Police
Scotland. We support Police Scotland, as a rights-based organisation, to take
appropriate and proportionate action in response to any criminal offences and
maintain public order at or around those events.


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-07/36520
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

Police Scotland’s priority will always be public safety. The right to peaceful public
assembly and freedom of expression are important rights that the Scottish
Government is committed to uphold. That is why we have funded the Centre for
Good Relations to run training courses to upskill stewards and marshals involved
in facilitating marches, parades and protests. That training is available free of
charge and has received very positive feedback.
Maggie Chapman: Last month, six protesters were arrested for protesting against a
supermarket stocking Israeli-produced goods. One of those people, a woman in her 60s,
remains on remand. Firearms officers turned up at that protest, as they have done at other
protests where there has been no public safety threat at all.
That follows instances of protesters being denied their right to assembly and protest, and
people of colour being treated differently from white people. Does the minister agree that
a review of Police Scotland’s guidance on the policing of protests to ensure the facilitation
of the rights to protest and freedom of expression would be helpful? Does she believe that
firearms should not be deployed for such incidents and that, at a time of overcrowding in
our prisons, remanding people for peaceful protest is not appropriate? ...
Siobhian Brown: | know that Scotland has a proud tradition of activism and
peaceful protest. | am concerned to hear what Maggie Chapman has stated, and |
will write to her on that.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-19-03-
2025?meeting=16325&iob=139447#orscontributions M16183E409P745C2669358
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Holocaust

House of Lords Written Answer

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service

Lord Inglewood (Crossbench) [HL5549] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the
remarks by Lord Khan of Burnley on 4 March (HL Deb cols 62GC-68GC), what is their
estimate of the total cost of the construction of the Holocaust memorial; on exactly what
basis was that estimate calculated; when was that estimate calculated; by how much they
expect that estimate to have changed since it was calculated; and whether that estimate
includes running costs.

Lord Khan of Burnley: Forecast costs of £138.8m for completion of the Holocaust

Memorial and Learning Centre were published on 28 June 2023 in a Written

Ministerial Statement UIN HLWS875. Within that total figure, as the Statement

makes clear, £91.3m relates to construction costs.

The construction and exhibition cost estimates, including inflation rates in those

sectors, are based on advice from cost consultants Aecom (construction) and

Greenways (exhibition). The forecast also includes programme staff and

contractors, design and operational set-up costs and the cost of the planning

inquiry.

A revised estimate of construction costs will be prepared following the receipt of

tenders for the Main Works contract.

Operating costs, which will be incurred after the Holocaust Memorial and Learning

Centre is built, are currently estimated to be between £6.5m and £8.5m per year.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-06/h15549

The Minister’s remarks referred to above can be read at
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B96 3-
1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill#contribution-8933B5E9-B142-4213-83EB-
71AE24756B2C

The Written Statement referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-06-28/hlws875
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See also Scottish Parliament oral answers “Pro-Palestinian Demonstrations
(Policing)” that are included in the Home Affairs section above.

Westminster Hall Debate

Military Co-operation with Israel

col 93WH Shockat Adam (Independent): ... | woke up this morning just before dawn, like
millions of other Muslims around the world, to begin fasting for another day with some food
and water, when news broke of yet another violation of yet another peace deal, as Israelis
rained down bombs on makeshift shelters, slaughtering men, women and children.
Perhaps like me, those men, women and children were preparing for their day of fasting,
but now they will never see another sunset.

The question is this: have we provided those lethal bombs, or the parts for the aircraft that
are dropping them, and has our intelligence sharing led to the slaughter of a further 400
people last night? ...

Imran Hussain (Labour): ... this has happened against the backdrop of the last two
weeks, when we have seen a siege and blockade of Gaza, denying the people there food,
water and electricity, which is collective punishment and in itself a war crime under
international law. Does [Shockat Adam] agree that the silence of the international
community is unacceptable? ...

Shockat Adam: ... In the words of Martin Luther King: “In the end, we will remember not
the words of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.”

col 94WH ... what the British people in their millions are demanding—rightfully and
unequivocally—is moral clarity, a strategic commitment to ending hostilities and the
absolute assurance that our nation is not complicit in facilitating war crimes.

... this is a legal and moral inquiry into our nation’s military co-operation with Israel in the
face of credible allegations, including of genocide, now before the International Court of
Justice. ... Under international law, the UK has an obligation not only to refrain from
facilitating those crimes but to prevent them actively. ...

Luke Akehurst (Labour): Does the hon. Gentleman not accept that the Government have
introduced arms export licence suspensions, which target any weapons that might be of
British origin that would be used in Gaza, but are attempting to balance that with the needs
of the IDF to defend itself against acts of aggression—for instance, the Iranian missile
attacks in other theatres in which the IDF is operating? ...

col 95WH Shockat Adam: ... in September 2024, our Government acknowledged that
Israel was at clear risk of not complying with international humanitarian law and admitted
that there was a risk that UK arms exports might be used to commit serious violations. Yet
according to Campaign Against Arms Trade, potentially £100 million-worth of military
equipment has been approved for export to Israel, including spare parts for F-35 fighter
jets that require continuous maintenance to remain operational, therefore constantly
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requiring spare parts. Furthermore, exports of F-35 parts are covered under what we call
an open general licence, which allows unlimited exports to all approved partners
worldwide., so we will never know the real numbers. Given that more than 15% of every
F-35 is made in the UK, Israeli airstrikes would simply not be possible without British
components.

Tahir Ali (Labour): ... Israel is not using weapons to defend itself, but rather using them
against innocent Palestinians ...

Shockat Adam: ... we have seen close to 50,000 Palestinians killed, the majority of whom
have been women and children. In addition to the manufacture and supply of F-35 parts,
it appears that RAF Marham in Norfolk has been used at least seven times to send spare
parts directly to Israel. Since declaring a so-called suspension of arms exports, the UK has
issued 34 new licences, including those for essential aircraft components. ...

Our military co-operation extends beyond arms sales; it is operational, especially when it
comes to using our airbase in Akrotiri, Cyprus. In one year alone, from December 2023 to
November 2024, the UK conducted 645 surveillance and recon missions, which amounts
to almost two flights a day. Interestingly, during the same period, the US moved heavy
transport aircraft carrying military equipment to Akrotiri, and the RAF subsequently
conducted daily cargo flights from Akrotiri to Tel Aviv. We have been told that those flights
were for surveillance and hostage rescue, but if that is the case, we must ask why we used
RAF Atlas C1 aircraft, which are large enough to transport military vehicles and
helicopters.

Luke Akehurst: Does the hon. Member not accept that in the unlikely event that RAF
transport aircraft had been carrying something as large as a helicopter or a military vehicle
from Cyprus to Israel—it is the first time | have heard that allegation—we might have seen
evidence of such helicopters or military vehicles of British provenance? The Israel Defence
Forces have no need of such equipment. They have far more equipment than the British
armed forces do.

Shockat Adam: That is the question that | wish to be answered. ...

col 96WH Adnan Hussain (Independent): Does my hon. Friend agree that allying with
Israel while it carries out a genocide will bring about the end of the international world order
as we know it?

Shockat Adam: | completely concur ... The Government claim that they provide
intelligence only when they are satisfied that it will be used in compliance with international
law, but what independent due diligence has been conducted to verify that? If hundreds of
UK flights have taken place over Gaza, what have we withessed? What crimes, if any,
have we seen? In the light of what happened this morning, why has the RAF continued to
deploy Shadow R1 surveillance flights towards Gaza, when a stipulation of the ceasefire
explicitly forbids surveillance operations? ...

The war has taken the lives of an unprecedented number of aid workers, including three
British nationals who were killed while working with the World Central Kitchen humanitarian
convoy. Their families have repeatedly requested video footage from our own Shadow R1
surveillance aircraft, which was operating above Gaza at the time. The Government have
refused to release it. ...

Finally, there is now mounting suspicion and evidence that UK facilities in Gibraltar are
being used for the facilitation of armed shipments, harbour services, and jet fuel supplies
for vessels transporting weapons from the US to Israel. ...

col 97WH Andy McDonald (Labour): ... The murder of more than 400 Palestinians in
Gaza last night must outrage us all. In the past fortnight, the passage of aid through Israeli
checkpoints has been denied, leaving the Palestinian population in Gaza with less food,
less water and fewer vital medical supplies. Israel’s rejection of the ceasefire and its
extreme military action overnight has escalated the killing of civilians in Gaza, including
women and children. Itis a reasonable assumption that those airstrikes were conducted




at least in part with F-35s, for which the UK continues to manufacture parts and supply
maintenance parts. ...

From reports of the High Court case between Al-Haq and the Business and Trade
Secretary, we have been made aware that the Government continued sending F-35 fighter
jet components to Israel despite knowing that there was a clear risk that they could be
used to commit or facilitate a serious violation of international humanitarian law.

Luke Akehurst: Does my hon. Friend accept that it is more likely that F-35s were in use
to shoot down Iranian drones, cruise missiles and other projectiles that were fired at
Israel? ...

Andy McDonald: ... Israel is perfectly entitled to defend itself against Iranian attacks. It
can have all the arms it wishes for, and it has the protection of other people from around
the region, but the prerequisite is that it observes international humanitarian law in respect
of the Palestinian people and that it vacates the illegally occupied west bank. ...

The US and the UK have actively constructed a false dichotomy in which the lives of
Palestinians are pitted against the lives of other civilians. Continuing to transfer F-35
components to Israel is a violation of the UK’s domestic and international legal
obligations ...

col 98WH Sian Berry (Green): ... Families in Gaza are searching for their loved ones
among rubble. The dead lie wrapped in stained white sheets. They are the ones who have
paid the price. Meanwhile, this Government have relentlessly pushed for the continued
export of UK-made parts for F-35s. ...

In September 2024, the Government admitted that “Israel is not committed to complying
with international humanitarian law”, that there was a “clear risk” the UK’s arms exports
might be used to commit serious legal violations, and introduced a partial suspension of
29 arms export licences to Israel. But that move exempted the UK’s most financially
significant and deadly export: components for the F-35 jets, including bomb release
mechanisms, which are still being made in my constituency despite the city council’s
rejection of the company’s presence in our city. Moreover, since the original suspension,
the Government have issued at least a further 34 arms export licences to Israel. ...
Alongside issuing deadly arms licences, the UK has outsourced more of its complicity to
its overseas territories and military bases. The UK’s base in Cyprus has been used by the
UK, US and Germany to supply Israel with weapons, personnel and intelligence since
October 2023. Gibraltar has continuously provided harbour services to vessels involved in
providing energy and supplies to Israel ...

The UK can either reaffirm its commitment to human rights, as a nation that upholds
democratic values, or it can continue to aid and abet a state whose human rights abuses
now extend to genocidal actions—it cannot do both.

col 99WH Brian Leishman (Labour): ... Tens of thousands of Palestinians have been
slaughtered in Gaza. Women and children account for the vast majority of the dead. Entire
families have been wiped from existence. What is left for those who survive? Starvation
and disease, with homes and hospitals turned to rubble and dust. They now also face
renewed airstrikes.

Just last night, more than 400 Palestinians were killed in Israeli bombings. That is not
defence; it is the annihilation and the attempted eradication of a people. ... The
Government have approved more arms export licenses to Israel than they have
suspended, they continue to use RAF Akrotiri to assist the transfer of US military cargo to
Israel and carry out surveillance flights over Gaza gathering intelligence that could aid in
the targeting of Palestinian civilians.

When the International Court of Justice ruled that genocide is “plausible”, the Government
should have cut all military ties with Israel. Instead, it has chosen to continue arming and
enabling a regime that conducts annexation, apartheid, ethnic cleansing and genocide. ...
Every weapon part that the UK supplies and every piece of intelligence thatwe share




makes us complicit. We must immediately suspend all arms sales, cease all military co-
operation and impose economic and diplomatic sanctions. Anything less is just another
stain on our history and an unforgivable betrayal of the Palestinian people to whom, let us
be completely honest, we already owe a historical debt. ...

col 100WH Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): ... if we, as a country, knowingly accept that
Israel is in breach of international law and continue to provide it with the weapons with
which people can be killed in Gaza then we ourselves, as a country, also become complicit
in breaches of international law. ...

col 101WH Jim Shannon (DUP): ... | must indicate that there is a time for peace through
strength, which is what is needed. Israel was mercilessly attacked; the hostage releases,
along with the parading of infant bodies in coffins, highlight the mentality of those who
carried out the 7 October atrocities. Some 1,200 were killed—men, women and children—
and women were raped with indescribable violence by Hamas terrorists. With Hamas there
is clearly no remorse, but there is a clear hatred.

When people know where they stand and that the scorpion can sting, they protect
themselves, which is what Israel does. Hamas can do nothing other than hate Israel and
seek her eradication, and | would never support calls for Israel not to have the means to
defend herself, as she rightly does. ...

Israel did not use its military prowess until atrocities were carried out on it. It is my hope
that the time has come for a solution for Israel and the decent people of Gaza. | will support
that, but | will never attempt to bring Israel to the negotiating peace table with a hand tied
behind their back, while acknowledging that the hatred of Hamas has not abated, and
therefore neither has the threat to Israel. | want peace, but | want a lasting peace, and that
will not happen while Hamas retain any control or ability to carry out their desire. These
are the same Hamas terrorists who hid behind women’s skirts in schools and hospitals—
that is the sort of terrorists they are.

col 102WH The rules cannot change and those who hate Israel are the main players in the
game. Israel must have access to weapons and the support that they deserve. They must
also have access to wise counsel to help to provide a plan and a way forward. ...

Luke Akehurst: ... The military co-operation between the UK and Israel helps to keep our
country safe. Over decades, Britain and Israel have conducted joint military exercises in
areas such as counter-terrorism, cyber-security and defence technology. British troops
have been kept safe thanks to co-operation with Israel’s cutting-edge defence sector,
particularly in unmanned aerial vehicles, missile defence and radar systems.

The UK and Israel share intelligence on counter-terrorism and security threats posed by
Iran, ISIS and other malign actors, both in the middle east and at home. Indeed, it is my
understanding that the surveillance flights are actually collecting intelligence relating to the
hostages in Gaza, including Avinatan Or, whose mother is British and who has now been
held captive for 528 days. ...

The UK and lIsrael’'s defence co-operation strengthens our international alliances, most
obviously through the F-35 programme, which some other hon. Members have rather
maligned today, but which has created more than 20,000 jobs in the UK. ...

col 103WH ... military co-operation with Israel brings benefits to civilian populations in the
middle east—Israeli and Palestinian. Last year, when Iran launched unprecedented
ballistic missile attacks against Israel, which could have killed Palestinians as well as
Israelis, British jets and intelligence played their role in shooting them down, saving Israeli
and Palestinian lives and avoiding a huge escalation that could have brought all-out war
across the region. ...

Helen Maguire (Liberal Democrat): ... the UK must immediately halt all arms exports to
Israel. ...

Ultimately, the Liberal Democrats believe that only a political resolution, based on a two-
state solution, can bring lasting peace, security and dignity to Palestinians and Israelis.




However, developments in recent weeks have undermined efforts by moderates on both
sides to maintain a ceasefire and move towards a durable peace in the region. The Israeli
Government’s decision to block the supply of aid into Gaza and their cutting of the
electricity supply are unlawful and must be unequivocally condemned. ...

col 104WH The UK Government must apply pressure to ensure a return to a ceasefire,
and supplies must resume without delay.

Hamas must move immediately to release the remaining hostages, including the bodies of
those killed in captivity. The treatment of hostages at the hands of Hamas, both in captivity
and during their release, has been despicable. It is also clear that the expansion of Israeli
settlements in the west bank is illegal and is fuelling further tension, undermining the efforts
of Israeli and Palestinian moderates to move towards peace. The UK Government must
outline concrete steps to put pressure on Prime Minister Netanyahu to address rising
settler violence and the illegal expansions. Inaction on this issue must end. The Liberal
Democrats have called for a ban on the import of goods from illegal settlements.

An increasing number of our allies, including Spain, Norway and Ireland, have formally
recognised a Palestinian state. It is now time that the UK joins them. Recognition of
Palestine on 1967 lines would send a strong signal that we are committed to a two-state
solution and to supporting the work of Israeli and Palestinian moderates to that end. ...

col 105WH Mark Francois (Conservative): ... The release of the remaining 59 hostages
held by Hamas since the atrocities of 7 October 2023 is key to a sustainable end to the
conflict in Gaza and to building a better future. ... The international community must also
reiterate that there can be no role for Hamas in Gaza’s future.

The Foreign Secretary argued back in January that the only viable long-term settlement of
this issue is via a two-state solution, which would permit the creation of a credible
Palestinian state not under Hamas control, alongside an Israel with secure borders, free
from terrorist attack. ...

col 106 WH The Minister for the Armed Forces (Luke Pollard): ... Let me be very clear:
the reported civilian casualties resulting from Israel’s actions are appalling. We do not want
to see a return to fighting. More bloodshed is in no one’s interest. Our priority is
encouraging all parties to return urgently to dialogue, and ensuring that the ceasefire
agreement is implemented in full and becomes permanent. Peace and security for Israelis
and Palestinians lies down the path of a proper and respected ceasefire, of releasing the
hostages and restoring humanitarian aid, and, ultimately, of a two-state solution.

We will step up our work with partners across the region to restore aid and secure the
release of the hostages through negotiation. Humanitarian aid should never be used as a
political tool. Israel must restart the flow of aid immediately. ...

The UK shares an important, long-standing and broad strategic partnership with the state
of Israel. Our defence partnership with Israel aims to support the security of an important
partner and reduce tensions in the wider region. It incorporates a range of defence
engagement activity, including defence education, joint training and capability
development. ...the role our RAF played in thwarting Iran’s co-ordinated missile and drone
attack on Israel in April 2024, and again in October 2024, demonstrates our commitment
to Israel’s security and to de-escalating regional tensions.

... in the aftermath of the shocking attacks on 7 October, the RAF has conducted unarmed
surveillance flights over the eastern Mediterranean, including in airspace over Israel and
Gaza. | reassure hon. Members ... that these flights are solely in support of hostage
rescue. Only information related to hostage rescue can be passed to the relevant authority
for hostage rescue. We will pass information only if we are satisfied that it will be used in
accordance with international humanitarian law.

col 107WH As in the past, and as with other nations, any future defence activity with Israel
will be subject to a rigorous overseas security and justice assistance assessment to assess
compliance with human rights obligations and international humanitarian law. Although we
recognise and respect Israel’s right to defend itself following 7 October, and condemn the




brutal attacks by Hamas in the strongest possible terms, we have had, and continue to
have, concerns about Israel’'s conduct. ...

We recognise Israel’s right to defend itself and the continuing threat posed by armed
groups, but Israel must protect civilians and show restraint to ensure that the scale and
conduct of its operations are proportionate to the threat posed. ...

Our position remains that Israel’s actions in Gaza are at clear risk of breaching international
humanitarian law, and we will continue to raise our concerns with Israel. ...

In recent years, UK arms exports have accounted for less than 1% of total defence exports
to Israel. ... when my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary took office in July 2024, he
ordered a review of Israel's compliance with international humanitarian law. On 2
September, he concluded there was a clear risk that UK exports to Israel for use in military
operations in Gaza could be used to commit or facilitate serious violations, at which point
my right hon. Friend the Business and Trade Secretary took the decision to suspend
relevant export licences to Israel.

col 108WH As hon. Members are aware, the suspension of export licences does not
include exports of components for the global F-35 programme. As previously set out to
Parliament, it was necessary to exclude exports for the F-35 programme from the scope
of the suspension because of the programme’s broader strategic role in NATO and its
wider implications for international peace and security. ...

The events overnight were a major setback. ... The ceasefire must be re-established, there
must be a return to dialogue, the remaining hostages must be released and a surge of aid
must be delivered to the people of Gaza. Although the challenge is much greater today
than it was yesterday, we will continue to work alongside our allies and partners towards
those goals and a two-state solution that delivers security for lIsraelis, dignity for
Palestinians and a lasting peace in the region. ...

Shockat Adam: ... History will judge us not by our words but by our actions. ... | urge hon.
Members to reflect not on their political loyalties but on their moral duty. When history looks
back at this moment, we must be able to say with absolute certainty that we stood on the
right side. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-18/debates/C5900243-EC83-4C59-
BABA-F3EDEE9DS8EGO/MilitaryCo-OperationWithlsrael

Information about the High Court case referred to above by Andy McDonald can be read at
https://www.qglanlaw.org/israel-weapons-sales

House of Commons Written Answers

Trade Agreements: Israel
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat): [36875] To ask the Secretary of State for Business
and Trade, if he will take steps to prohibit the import of goods produced in illegal Israeli
settlements under the terms of proposed UK-Israel free trade agreement.
Douglas Alexander: Goods originating from illegal Israeli settlements are not
entitled to tariff and trade preferences under either the agreement between the UK
and Israel, or in our agreement with the Palestinian Authority.
The UK will not compromise on any of our longstanding positions on the Middle
East Peace Process through the FTA negotiation, including with respect to
settlements.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-10/36875

Gaza: RAF Akrotiri
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [37040] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how
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many times UK Shadow R1 planes have flown from RAF Akrotiri towards Gaza since 19
January 2025; and for what purpose.
Luke Pollard: Since the terrorist attacks against Israel on 7 October 2023, the UK
Government has been working with partners across the region to secure the
release of hostages, including British nationals.
In support of this, the Ministry of Defence has been conducting surveillance flights
over the Eastern Mediterranean, including operating in airspace over Israel and
Gaza. For the avoidance of doubt, our mandate is narrowly defined to focus on
securing the release of hostages only; surveillance aircraft are unarmed and do not
have a combat role.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-10/37040

House of Lords Oral Answers

Gaza: Ceasefire
col 1120 The Lord Bishop of Gloucester: The Lord Bishop of Gloucester to ask His
Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of the durability of the ceasefire
in Gaza.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): My Lords, our position is clear.
We do not want to see a return to fighting. The reported civilian casualties resulting
from these strikes are appalling. Our priority is urging all parties to return urgently
to dialogue and to ensure that the ceasefire agreement is implemented in full and
becomes permanent. The fighting must stop; hostages must be released, and
civilians must be protected, including those who have returned home during the
ceasefire.
The Lord Bishop of Gloucester: ... We on these Benches find the recent airstrikes on
Gaza deeply shocking and abhorrent, as we do the continued cruel holding of hostages.
Following the Foreign Secretary’s comments yesterday that Israel was breaking
international law by cutting aid to Gaza, what steps are being taken to ensure that the
Government of Israel abide by their international obligations as the occupying power to
ensure unhindered provision of humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza? What
consideration has been given to introducing targeted sanctions should the Government of
Israel persist with this culture of impunity?
Lord Collins of Highbury: The Foreign Secretary’s and the Government’s position
remains that Israel’s action in Gaza is at a clear risk of breaching international
humanitarian law. Our international humanitarian law assessments have raised
concerns about possible breaches of IHL in the areas of humanitarian access and
the treatment of detainees, and we took decisive action on 2 September,
suspending all licences for the IDF. We have also been clear that the Government
are not an international court, and we therefore could not arbitrate on whether Israel
has breached international humanitarian law.
However, | can be clear to the right reverend Prelate that humanitarian aid should
never be used as a political tool. Israel must restart the flow of aid immediately. The
Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary have both made it clear that we are
appalled by Israel blocking aid when it is needed at greater volume and speed than
ever before. Blocking goods, supplies and power entering Gaza risks breaching
international humanitarian law and should not be happening. We are doing
everything we can to alleviate the situation. It is disappointing to hear reports that
the Rafah crossing has now closed to medical evacuations. This is a desperate
situation, and we urge all parties to return to the table.
col 1121 Lord Callanan (Conservative): My Lords, as we speak, the APPG on UK-Israel
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is launching the 7 October Parliamentary Commission Report, chaired by the noble Lord,
Lord Roberts of Belgravia. That report systematically documents the appalling abuses of
that day—the rapes, the mutilations and the slaughter. In the midst of this terrible situation,
there is one incontrovertible truism: Hamas is still holding dozens of those hostages who
they abducted on that day and who have now been in captivity for well over a year. Does
the Minister agree that the entire international community should be united in calling for
the immediate release of those hostages, and that that will help to bring this terrible
situation to an end?
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... Our thoughts are very much with those still waiting
to be reunited with their loved ones, including the family of the UK-linked hostage,
Avinatan Or. The simple fact is that release of the hostages is a vital component of
the ceasefire deal, and it is the ceasefire deal that we have to be focused on to
ensure that the hostages are released, that there is peace back in Gaza and that
we get humanitarian aid in there, which is essential.
Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, given the unacceptable civilian
casualties, the withholding of life-sustaining aid and the comments by the Hostages and
Missing Families Forum, representing the Israeli hostages’ families, who said that they
were “shocked” by the strikes and “the deliberate disruption of the process to return our
loved ones”, it looks as if there is little chance that there will be the next stage of the
ceasefire. Given that the Government believe that there is a very strong possibility of IHL
being breached, is this not now the time to enact the precautionary principle and for there
to be targeted actions against the extremist members of the Israeli Government who have
rejoined the cabinet and must have been given an element of impunity by the United
States? We must act unilaterally in this country and use the precautionary principle.
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... All our diplomatic efforts are engaged with
neighbouring countries, the US and all others to ensure that the parties to the
ceasefire return to the table and implement the commitments they made. ... That
is how we will see the release of the hostages and see aid get back into Gaza. ...
col 1122 Lord Pannick (Crossbench): My Lords, does the Minister agree that the tragedy
of Gaza is going to continue until Hamas is removed from power? Can he explain what he
wants to say on this subject to Ayelet Epstein, who is watching these proceedings and
whose son Netta was murdered by Hamas on 7 October when he successfully shielded
his fiancée from a grenade?
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... we are committed to building a future where the
Palestinian Authority is the authority for all Occupied Territories and it is defended
and protected to do its job. There is no role for Hamas in the future of Gaza.
Lord Grocott (Labour): My Lords, is not the overwhelming natural reaction to the news
that we have heard today to ask: how much longer must this slaughter continue? Let us
add the 400 deaths reported so far to the 48,000 that have already taken place—including
11,000 children and several hundred children under the age of 12 months, who
presumably were not members of Hamas. If this does not include serious breaches of
international humanitarian law, then it is time that someone started rewriting the
humanitarian law law book.
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... we have considered the risk of breach of
humanitarian law and have taken action to mitigate that risk. | also want to stress
how we have worked with allies. On 5 March, together with France and Germany,
we expressed our deep concern at Israel’s halt on aid to Gaza and urged it to lift
restrictions. The Foreign Secretary also made this clear to the lIsraeli Foreign
Minister during their call on 5 March. On 28 January, the then Minister for
Development announced a further £17 million of healthcare aid. The situation is no
doubt dire. We cannot see the return to the violence we have seen before. We want
this ceasefire to hold. We want to see the return of hostages and we are doing
everything we can with our allies to ensure that that is the case.
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col 1123 Baroness Morris of Bolton (Conservative): ... Given the horrifying events of
the last 24 hours, there is an inescapable irony in uttering the words “durability” and
“ceasefire in Gaza” in the same breath. The Minister talked about diplomatic efforts. What
are the Government specifically doing to engage our allies across the Arab world,
especially Saudi Arabia, in helping to bring this nightmare to an end?
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... we are working with all our allies. One thing is very
clear: if anyone was listening to the “Today” programme this morning, they will
certainly have heard former Israeli ambassadors express deep concern that these
actions will impact on the possibility of relationships with Arab countries. We
actually saw some positive signs of a rapprochement with Saudi Arabia; all of this
risks that. We should focus much more on ensuring that unity of diplomatic effort to
get the ceasefire back on course and have further, longer peace talks so that we
can both defend Israel and protect Palestine. ...
Lord Sahota (Labour): My Lords, last year the EU representative for the Middle East said
on TV that “before 7 October, Gaza was an open prison and after 7 October it became an
open graveyard”. What does the Minister make of that statement?
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... The situation in Gaza has been horrific, but there is
no doubt that the events that caused those hostages to be taken were also horrific.
We have also got to think about the levels of sexual violence that those hostages
were put to. There is no escaping the fact that we have to focus on the future. We
have to ensure that we get proper aid and support into the Occupied Territories and
Gaza and we have to focus on a much longer-term solution, which this ceasefire
agreement gave. There were stages and we knew it was not going to be easy, but
all our diplomatic efforts are going to be focused on that.
Baroness Foster of Oxton (Conservative): My Lords, those who are really guilty of
breaching this ceasefire numerous times and continuing to do so are the Hamas terrorists
and their cohorts, with many psychopaths in Gaza. These people are guilty of war crimes,
breaching Geneva conventions and many other crimes that they perpetrated on 7 October
and since then. Does the Minister agree that the only solution here is to release these
hostages? ...
col 1124 Lord Collins of Highbury: There is no doubt that the ceasefire agreement
provided for exactly that. We have renewed our call to all parties to return urgently
to dialogue and to ensure that the ceasefire agreement is implemented in full, most
notably through hostage releases and the humanitarian scale-up becoming
permanent. As | have said, it is ultimately in everyone’s interest for this deal to hold.
The Prime Minister has made it clear that we are appalled by Israel blocking aid,
which is needed in greater volume and spend than ever before. But | repeat that
there is a solution: return to the ceasefire agreement, release the hostages and let
aid into Gaza. ...
Lord Turnberg (Labour): | am afraid it is the case that Hamas is busily redigging its
tunnels, rearming and preparing to attack Israel again. It makes that very clear and at the
same time it has 58 or 59 men, women and children held hostage in terrible conditions, as
we have heard from the report that we will receive later today. Should we not be pressing
Qatar and Egypt to impress on Hamas that it really must come to the table? ...
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... We had on the table an agreement that provided for
the release of hostages and for there to be a return to full aid going into Gaza. That
is the solution: get back to the table and implement the ceasefire agreement. |
stress that we are in diplomatic contact with all our allies in the region and we are
certainly urging them to ensure that all sides, particularly Hamas, deliver on their
commitments in that ceasefire agreement.
Lord Singh of Wimbledon (Crossbench): My Lords, with all the reservations we have
heard about the excesses of Israel in Gaza in this House, from the Foreign Secretary and
in many other parts of the world, why are we still supplying arms to Israel?
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Lord Collins of Highbury: | think the noble Lord knows full well that we took
decisive actions in terms of arms supplies to the IDF that might be used in Gaza.
We followed our own international humanitarian guidelines in that respect. We took
decisive action when we felt that there was a risk to international humanitarian law
being applied. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-18/debates/B24F022A-2FC1-45C8-AB2F-
714E0D20E90B/GazaCeasefire

The Foreign Secretary’s comments referred to above by the Lord Bishop of Gloucester
can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/2085400B-DCEF-4726-
8039-4DCADG6FAC871/G7#contribution-9EDO6F95-9B0C-471C-8FEF-13FFE20B5DC4

The APPG report referred to above by Lord Callanan can be read at
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/67bf0490d422da027d74c55¢/t/67d80d04b3bde77
ec3ac2b66/1742212374048/The+7+0October+Parliamentary+Commission+Report+-
+The+Roberts+Report+-+APPG+UK-Israel.pdf

The joint statement together with France and Germany referred to above by Lord Collins
of Highbury can be read at

https.//www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/e 3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-
access-in-gaza

A recording of the Today programme referred to above by Lord Collins of Highbury can be
heard — for the next month only — at
https.//www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0029008

All-Party Parliamentary Group on UK-Israel

7 October Parliamentary Commission Report
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/67bf0490d422da027d74c55¢/t/67d80d04b3bde77
ec3ac2b66/1742212374048/The+7+0ctober+Parliamentary+Commission+Report+-
+The+Roberts+Report+-+APPG+UK-Israel.pdf

Northern Ireland Assembly Oral Answers

Gaza War: Israeli Airstrikes

Jemma Dolan (Sinn Féin) [AQT 1142/22-27] asked the First Minister and deputy First

Minister whether they agree that Israel's renewal of its deadly air raid attacks on the people

of Gaza is an appalling breach of the ceasefire.
The First Minister (Michelle O’Neill): Last night's air strikes on Gaza were nothing
short of a brutal and inhumane assault on people who are defenceless. These are
people with nowhere to go, no roofs over their heads and no food in front of them.
Children are trapped in a nightmare with nowhere to run. What we have seen over
the course of the past 24 to 48 hours is Israeli bombs raining down again on the
people of Palestine. For the love of God, what could ever suggest and who could
ever think that that is remotely acceptable? It is a gross failure of leadership and
utterly reprehensible that world leaders are standing by. World leaders, including
the United States, are standing by and nearly, in some ways, cheerleading what
Israel is doing in Palestine. What we witnessed over the course of recent days was
another act of genocide on the part of Israel; another act to murder and maim the
Palestinian people. | appeal again to the international community for everybody to
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bring their efforts to the fore. It is time now to act. We need to see a resolution for
everybody in the Middle East. We need to see a resolution that is a two-state
solution that will give peace to Palestinians and Israelis.
Jemma Dolan: The Palestinian people in Gaza have endured horrendous slaughter at the
hands of the Israeli occupying forces over the past year and a half in particular. Do you
agree that Israel needs to stop its attacks and respect the ceasefire?
Michelle O’Neill: Yes. | call on the Israeli Government to reinstate and respect the
ceasefire that was achieved. However, the international community, including in
Britain and Dublin, needs to ensure that all pressure is exerted to avert what is
happening right now. Israel cannot just be allowed to continue to breach
international law, to annex the Palestinian people and to basically attack them daily.
It cannot continue. Where is the international community at this moment when the
Palestinians need it?
There are no direct links to Topical Questions but the above exchange can be read
two questions below
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-
18&docID=432305#AQ0%201733/22-27

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statement

Gaza War: Ceasefire
Declan Kearney (Sinn Féin): At the outset of the Gaza ceasefire, | spoke of the hope of
children in Gaza that they would be able, for the first time in a year, to look to the skies
with hope and not fear. However, | also cautioned about what was required to ensure that
the ceasefire would apply: adherence to the terms of the ceasefire and the importance of
having guarantors that would underpin the implementation of the ceasefire.
This morning, | woke to messages from Palestinian leaders in Gaza and the West Bank
urging action against the latest atrocity by the Israeli regime and showing images of
children's butchered, cold and lifeless bodies. Up to 400 people have been killed in Gaza
since the attacks this morning, and more will die as a result: the death toll will increase.
In recent weeks, since the ceasefire began, over 100 people had already been killed. Israel
has violated all the terms of the ceasefire since its beginning. It has blocked tents, homes
and aid. In the past 12 days, all aid has been blocked from getting into the Gaza Strip, and
electricity supplies have been stopped. Those are acts not of peacebuilding but of
terrorism. The terrorist regime of Netanyahu has determined that it will continue to wage
its genocide in Gaza by other means. The genocide in Gaza is not just a war against
Palestinian children and women; it has become a war against multilateral systems,
international law, diplomacy and humanity.
It is inconceivable that action cannot be taken against the Israeli regime at this time. To fail
to act is to be complicit in the destruction of the Palestinian people and their homeland. All
red lines have been crossed. Only one moral and diplomatic choice is left, which is to
isolate Israel internationally and enforce boycott, divestment and sanctions.
The reality is clear. Israel can have security only through peace. It will never have peace
through war crimes and atrocities.
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/03/18&docID=
432305#4858870

United Nations

Secretary-General Shocked by Deadly Israeli Air Strikes in Gaza
The Secretary-General is shocked by the Israeli air strikes in Gaza, in which a meaningful
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number of civilians have been killed.

He strongly appeals for the ceasefire to be respected, for unimpeded humanitarian
assistance to be re-established and for the remaining hostages to be released
unconditionally.

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22590.doc.htm

Resumed Hostilities, Blocked Aid Destroying Ceasefire Gains in Gaza, Security
Council Hears

As Israel resumes airstrikes over Gaza and blocks entry of humanitarian aid into the Strip,
the modest gains made during the ceasefire are being destroyed, Tom Fletcher, Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, told
the Security Council today.

“Overnight, our worst fears materialized,” he added, noting unconfirmed reports of
hundreds of people killed on 17 March. ...

Since 2 March, Israeli authorities have halted the entry of all lifesaving supplies, including
food, medicine, fuel and cooking gas, for 2.1 million people. Repeated requests to collect
aid sitting at the Karem Shalom border crossing have also been systematically rejected,
no further hostages have been released and Israel has cut power to southern Gaza’s
desalination plant, limiting access to clean water for 600,000 people.

Further, international staff of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) are no longer able to rotate into and out of Gaza due
to recent Knesset legislation. ...

Also pointing to the urgent crisis in the West Bank, he said that 95 Palestinians have been
killed, including 17 children, since the start of 2025. Additionally, Israeli military operations
in the northern West Bank have displaced 40,000 Palestinians, while hundreds of Israeli
settlers have launched large-scale attacks on Palestinian villages. ...

The Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine ... added: “Now we gather here
after a series of deadly lIsraeli attacks that killed, last night alone, hundreds of
Palestinians.” Bombardment, death, devastation, fire and fear are yet again spreading
throughout Gaza ...

“Ceasefire works — it is the only thing that does,” he stressed, stating that it stopped the
bloodshed, allowed the release of hostages and prisoners and enabled the delivery of
humanitarian aid. ...

The Arab Summit endorsed a clear vision and a solid plan for a different trajectory for Gaza
and Palestine — “these efforts should be supported, not compromised and sabotaged”,
he urged. The international community must also support the Palestinian Government’s
assumption of its responsibilities throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, the
deployment of a UN-mandated mission throughout the Territory, a permanent ceasefire
and the two-State solution. ...

However, Israel’s representative stressed that “the return to fighting is a necessity”,
reaffirming his country’s commitment to bring home its hostages and defeat
Hamas. Hamas has refused to release hostages and has repeatedly rejected all offers by
the United States and mediating countries — even during Ramadan — he said,
spotlighting the Israel Defense Forces’ precise attacks on Hamas targets.

For months, Israel took unprecedented steps to facilitate humanitarian aid into Gaza, he
asserted, adding that these efforts are “not speculation, not political rhetoric”; they are
“‘documented, verifiable and confirmed by the organizations distributing and supplying the
aid”. The hostages still held in brutal captivity by Hamas should be paramount for those
truly concerned about humanitarian crises, he said, adding: “Any discussion of
humanitarian suffering that does not begin with the hostage release is not an honest
discussion.” ...
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Along similar lines, the representative of United States emphasized that the blame for
resumed hostilities lies solely with Hamas, which has steadfastly refused “every proposal
and deadline they’'ve been presented”. Hamas prefers to hold hostages captive and hide
amongst the people of Gaza, she said, dismissing the allegation of indiscriminate attacks
by the Israel Defense Forces. ...

Echoing that, Panama’s delegate said that the suffering in Gaza is the direct consequence
of Hamas’ extremist actions, “which unleashed this tragic spiral of violence”. He, too,
condemned Hamas’ current refusal to meet the commitments agreed upon and release
additional hostages.

France’s representative highlighted the international conference to be held in June,
chaired by his country and Saudi Arabia, on the implementation of the two-State
solution. The reconstruction plan for Gaza put forward by the Arab League must exclude
Hamas from Gaza’s governance, he said. ...

Blocking trucks, cutting off electricity, mistreating non-governmental organizations,
preventing Muslims from accessing the Agsa Mosque compound — “these are all tactics
of the oppressor”, stated Pakistan’s representative. ...

The representative of Denmark, Council President for March, spoke in her national
capacity to spotlight Israel’s obligation, as the occupying Power, to ensure that the civilian
population does not lack food or other basic needs, including water. ...

Several speakers condemned Israel’s decision to halt humanitarian aid into Gaza. ...
Greece’s delegate added that UNRWA's role is indispensable with millions in urgent need
of primary health services, education and shelter. “War has not left the next generation in
Gaza untouched,” he said, noting that thousands of children died, were injured or
separated from their families and internally displaced. ...

Also speaking today was the Permanent Observer of the League of Arab States, who
urged implementation of the first phase of that plan, adopted during an Arab League
meeting in Cairo and later endorsed by a ministerial meeting of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). He also urged the Council to activate international oversight
mechanisms to guarantee the safe and sustainable delivery of aid and ensure the
protection of Palestinian civilians.

To read the full press release see

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16023.doc.htm

UNICEF

Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell on the attacks in Gaza
“Reports and images emerging from the Gaza Strip following today’s attacks are beyond
horrifying. Hundreds of people have reportedly been killed, including more than 130
children, representing one of the largest single-day child death toll in the last year.

“Some of the strikes reportedly hit makeshift shelters with sleeping children and families,
another deadly reminder that nowhere is safe in Gaza.

“The latest attacks come as lifesaving aid remains blocked from entering Gaza,
compounding the risks to children. It has been sixteen days since the last truck delivering
humanitarian aid crossed into Gaza. In addition, electricity has been cut to the main
desalination plant, significantly reducing the amount of potable water.

“Today, Gaza’s one million children — who have endured more than 15 months of war —
have been plunged back into a world of fear and death. The attacks and the violence must
stop — now.

“We urge all parties to immediately reinstate the ceasefire, and we call on countries with
influence to use their leverage to ensure the situation does not further deteriorate.
International humanitarian law must be respected by all parties, allowing the immediate
provision of humanitarian aid, the protection of civilians, and the release of all hostages.”
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https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-unicef-executive-director-catherine-
russell-attacks-gaza
TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Second Day)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-18/debates/1ADE3133-E454-489F-
8154-1C7BA296FACC/Children%E2%80%99SWellbeingAndSchoolsBill

** Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime policing pbc rm 0319.pdf

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Twenty Fourth Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-18/debates/efabec42-43aa-4342-b777-
0900aaaabcedc/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-FourthSitting)

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Twenty Fifth Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-18/debates/62154872-d932-42b0-887e-
eb56d262479b/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill( Twenty-FifthSitting)

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults day pbc 0319.pdf

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC))
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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