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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Sentencing Council Guidelines 
col 25 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Nicholas Dakin): The 
Sentencing Council is independent of Parliament and Government. The council decides 
on its own priorities and workplan for producing guidelines. … 
The Lord Chancellor was clear about her discontent with the guideline when it was 
published. It is our view that there should not be differential treatment before the law. … 

 

Robert Jenrick (Conservative): In just 14 days, new two-tier sentencing rules will come 
into force. These sentencing rules will infect our ancient justice system with the virus of 
identity politics, dividing fellow citizens on the basis of their skin colour and religion. The 
rules will ride roughshod over the rule of law and destroy confidence in our criminal justice 
system. … 
col 26 I cannot escape the conclusion that the Justice Secretary actually supports these 
two-tier sentencing rules. Why? Because she supported a group that called the criminal 
system institutionally racist. Her representatives walked through the two-tier guidance and 
approved it, and she refuses to legislate to block the guidance coming into force or to take 
any sanction against the members of the Sentencing Council that drafted it. … 

Nicholas Dakin: … the Lord Chancellor met the Sentencing Council last Thursday 
and had a constructive discussion. It was agreed that she will set out her position 
more fully in writing, which the Sentencing Council will then consider before the 
guidance is due to come into effect. … 

Andy Slaughter (Labour): The Sentencing Council is—it should not need saying—a non-
political body whose guidelines are carefully drafted and widely consulted on. These 
guidelines received positive responses from the Justice Committee under its previous 
Chair and from the previous Government. They do not require that a pre-sentence report 
is ordered, they do not limit who should be the subject of such a report and they do not tie 
the hands of the sentencer. … 

 

Imran Hussain (Labour): Does my hon. Friend agree that if there is a two-tier justice 
system, it is … one where victims of crime are let  down  by  delays,  where working-class  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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communities see justice delayed and denied, and where the reality remains that black and 
ethnic minority defendants are disproportionately sentenced? … 

 

Edward Leigh (Conservative): … no one is suggesting that anybody in Parliament wants 
to restrict the power of judges and their traditional right to sentence people according to 
their own lights. All we are questioning is whether a quango like the Sentencing Council 
should try to stack the deck against certain groups. … 

 

col 28 Jeremy Wright (Conservative): … I also ask [the Minister] to consider in this 
debate the real purpose of a pre-sentence report. It is there to give more information about 
an offender, but it also enables a judge to impose a non-custodial sentence if they believe 
that is the appropriate course. … is it not important that the Sentencing Council makes 
clear that what is important in deciding whether to ask for a pre-sentence report is whether 
that extra information is needed and not anything else, including protected 
characteristics? … 

Nicholas Dakin: That is exactly what the Lord Chancellor is saying. 
Steve Yemm (Labour): … the Sentencing Council’s consultation on the guidelines that 
recommended differing approaches for those from an ethnic minority background was 
undertaken during the previous Government … it was welcomed by the Government at 
the time … 

Nicholas Dakin: … The previous Government were fully involved in the 
consultation, and not only were they fully involved, but they welcomed it. 

col 29 Chris Vince (Labour Co-op): … does [the Minister] agree that pre-sentencing 
reports should be available for all offenders, and that their availability should not be 
determined by an offender’s ethnicity, culture or faith? … 

Nicholas Dakin: I absolutely agree … 
col 31 Nick Timothy (Conservative): … It is obviously ridiculous that the Justice Secretary 
is on her knees before a quango, asking it to respect the principle of equality before the 
law, but this is not the only example. The Judicial College’s equal treatment handbook 
says: “to treat some persons equally, we must treat them differently.” 
Will the Minister condemn that logic and say, “No, we must not treat defendants differently 
because of their race or religion”? 

Nicholas Dakin: The Government do not believe that there should be differential 
treatment before the law. The Lord Chancellor has been very clear about that. The 
“Equal Treatment Bench Book”, to which the hon. Member alludes, is written by 
and for the judges. Ministers have no involvement whatsoever in its content. … 

col 32 Jim Shannon (DUP): … any reform of sentencing must have victims at its heart. 
For most victims, their concern is not the ethnicity of the perpetrator, but the severity of the 
crime and the lasting impact on their life. Many victims today will feel that the sentencing 
guidelines play politics with justice. How can victims be assured that justice will mean time 
served for crimes committed, and will not be based on ethnicity? Justice is blind, and so 
must sentencing be. 

Nicholas Dakin: The hon. Gentleman will not be surprised to learn that I agree with 
him. … That is why there is a victims’ representative on the sentencing review 
panel. We need to make sure that victims are at the centre of whatever we do. … 

col 33 Lincoln Jopp (Conservative): … Pre-sentencing reports are allowed to take in 
further background on the lives of offenders from an “ethnic minority, cultural minority, 
and/or faith minority community”. What is the definition of a cultural minority …? 

Nicholas Dakin: The hon. Member reads out a phrase that was welcomed by the 
previous Government, but that the Lord Chancellor is objecting to and talking to the 
Sentencing Council about. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/DBEDE38B-34BD-452C-
8AA5-554F6940B36F/SentencingCouncilGuidelines  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/DBEDE38B-34BD-452C-8AA5-554F6940B36F/SentencingCouncilGuidelines
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/DBEDE38B-34BD-452C-8AA5-554F6940B36F/SentencingCouncilGuidelines
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The Guidelines referred to above can be read at 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-
court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/  

 

The Equal Treatment Bench Book, referred to above by Nick Timothy and Nicholas Dakin 
can be read at 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Equal-Treatment-Bench-Book.pdf  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Hate Crime: Ahmadiyya 
Luke Taylor (Liberal Democrat) [33171] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what steps she is taking to help protect Ahmadiyya 
Muslims from hate crimes. 

Alex Norris: All forms of hatred and intolerance are completely unacceptable, 
including that directed at Ahmadiyya Muslims. We are committed to protecting the 
rights of individuals to freely practice their religion and we will not tolerate 
Islamophobia in any form. 
The Government has established a working group to provide a definition of Anti-
Muslim Hatred/Islamophobia, advising government and other bodies on how to best 
understand, quantify and define prejudice, discrimination, and hate crime targeted 
against Muslims. Alongside drawing on their own expertise, members will engage 
widely to ensure the definition accounts for the variety of backgrounds and 
experiences of Muslim communities across the United Kingdom. 
This announcement builds on existing work with police and community partners to 
ensure effective monitoring of Islamophobia. The Government has worked with the 
police to fund True Vision, an online hate crime reporting portal, designed so that 
victims of hate crime do not have to visit a police station to report. We have also 
made up to £1 million of funding available this year to monitor Islamophobia and 
provide support to victims. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33171  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-working-group-on-anti-
muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition  

 

The True Vision portal, referred to above can be accessed at 
https://www.report-it.org.uk/your_police_force  
 
 

Office for Equality and Opportunity 

Government announces Race Equality Engagement Group to break down barriers 
to racial equality 
The views of ethnic minority people are being placed at the heart of government decision 
making following the establishment of the Race Equality Engagement Group (REEG). … 
Chaired by Baroness Lawrence of Clarendon OBE, the group will work with equalities 
ministers to better understand ethnic minority people’s lived experience and make sure it 
is represented in government’s 5 missions. 
The group will also partner with ethnic minority communities, stakeholders and delivery 
partners. … 
Minister for Equalities, responsible for race and ethnicity policy, Seema Malhotra MP, said: 
People across the UK still experience barriers to opportunity at work and in society 
because  of  their  race.  We  are  determined  to  change  this  so  that everyone has the  

 

https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Equal-Treatment-Bench-Book.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33171
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-working-group-on-anti-muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-working-group-on-anti-muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition
https://www.report-it.org.uk/your_police_force
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opportunity to thrive. 
The Race Equality Engagement Group will play a vital role in understanding everyday 
barriers to opportunity and hear voices from across the country so that together we can 
more actively address racial inequality and enable everyone to be supported in achieving 
their aspirations. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-race-equality-
engagement-group-to-break-down-barriers-to-racial-equality  

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

G7 
col 35 The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Affairs (David Lammy): … The G7 united in support for the fragile ceasefire in Gaza, the 
release of all hostages and unhindered humanitarian aid into Gaza. Let me be clear to this 
House about what I said to the G7: Hamas must release the hostages. For Israel to be 
secure, these terrorists can have no role in Gaza’s future, but the complete blocking of aid 
in Gaza is appalling and unacceptable. Humanitarian aid should never be used as a 
political tool, and we urge the Israeli Government to change course. The G7 also discussed 
the Arab reconstruction plan for Gaza—an important signal on which we should build. … 

 

col 37 Priti Patel (Conservative): … we are absolutely united on the position that the Iran-
backed terrorists Hamas can have no role in Gaza’s future, but what have the Government 
done to pursue an end to that brutal regime, and what discussions has the Foreign 
Secretary held with middle eastern counterparts on their proposed plan for the future of 
Gaza? Now is the time for maximum pressure on Hamas from the international community. 
They must release every single hostage. Is the UK directly involved in discussions to drive 
action in a positive direction? … 

col 39 David Lammy: Let me make it absolutely clear that we were all united in 
saying that there could be no role for Hamas. We welcome the work that has been 
done by the Arab Quint as a direction of travel. The United Kingdom wants to 
continue to work with the Quint on strengthening that proposal, particularly on the 
security guarantees that the Israelis would rightfully need—their assurance that 7 
October can never, ever happen again. … 

col 41 Rupa Huq (Labour): I welcome my right hon. Friend’s strong statement that 
blockading all aid into Gaza, including UK aid, is “appalling and unacceptable”. What 
discussions did he have with G7 colleagues about what can be done about this provocative 
action during Ramadan, and what consequences are there for what people are saying is 
a breach of international law? 

David Lammy: My hon. Friend is right: this is a breach of international law. Israel, 
quite rightly, must defend its own security, but we find the lack of aid—and it has 
now been 15 days since aid got into Gaza—unacceptable,  hugely alarming and 
very worrying. We urge Israel to get back to the number of trucks we were seeing 
going in—way beyond 600—so that Palestinians can get the necessary 
humanitarian support they need at this time. … 

col 46 Steve Yemm (Labour): … Last week, I hosted a Westminster Hall debate on the 
international fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace. Was the Foreign Secretary able to raise 
that matter at the G7 Foreign Ministers’ meeting? Might he commit to a further meeting 
with MPs to discuss the UK’s commitment to that fund? 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-race-equality-engagement-group-to-break-down-barriers-to-racial-equality
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-race-equality-engagement-group-to-break-down-barriers-to-racial-equality
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David Lammy: We were able to discuss Gaza and to link that to a broader 
discussion on development spend and our commitment to Gaza. My hon Friend will 
know that the United Kingdom supports the Palestinian Authority and the necessary 
reforms that they need to make. I assure him that I, or indeed the Minister for the 
Middle East, will meet and discuss these issues further. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): The Foreign Secretary described the blocking of aid to 
Gaza in his statement as “appalling” and “unacceptable”. Why does he not also confirm 
that it is illegal and in breach of international law, as is the continued bombardment of 
Gaza and the bombardment of the west bank? When will the British Government finally 
say to Israel, “We will no longer supply weapons to you and we will no longer continue 
security co-operation while you continue to illegally occupy territory and commit war crimes 
in both Gaza and the west bank”? 

David Lammy: I did say in my contribution that Israel is in breach of international 
humanitarian law. Of course, we have spoken to the Israelis about those concerns. 
Indeed, the right hon. Gentleman will recall the decision that I made back in 
September to suspend arms sales, which was largely because of that breach. 

col 47 Jim Shannon (DUP): … I welcome the reaffirmation of support for Ukraine 
contained in the statement as well as the continuation of support for a peaceful resolution 
in Israel and Gaza. However, peace cannot come at the price of appeasement of Russia 
or of the Hamas terrorist murderers that they are. How will the Secretary of State ensure 
that peace will have at its foundation respect rather than threat? What more can be done 
in the interim to ensure that children on both sides of the Israel-Gaza border and in Ukraine 
can have food, medicine, clothing and an education while these complex things are sorted 
out? 

col 48 David Lammy: … It is horrendous, when one looks at the scenes of those 
hostages coming out, that among those hooded young men with Kalashnikovs 
there are children. That cannot be right or proper, but at the same time, it cannot 
be right to starve children of the humanitarian aid and medical supplies that they 
need while we seek to deal with the problems of Hamas and getting those hostages 
out. I always hold up the prospect of a two-state solution as a way through this most 
complex and difficult challenge. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/2085400B-DCEF-4726-
8039-4DCAD6FAC871/G7  

 

The debate referred to above by Steve Yemm can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/0BC095FB-6732-40B9-
BB66-BB1E1EC062C2/Israeli-PalestinianPeaceInternationalFund  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Arms Trade 
Euan Stainbank (Labour) [37397] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the 
potential implications for his policies of any open arms licences granted for export to Israel 
since the partial arms licence suspension. 

Hamish Falconer: We have continued to review export licences for items to Israel 
and assess that there are no extant licences for items that might be used to commit 
or facilitate a serious violation of International Humanitarian Law. This is subject to 
the specific measures set out to Parliament excluding exports to the global F-35 
programme from the scope of the suspension. There are a number of export 
licences which we have assessed are not for use by the Israeli Defense Forces in 
military operations in Gaza and therefore do not require suspension. These include  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/2085400B-DCEF-4726-8039-4DCAD6FAC871/G7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-17/debates/2085400B-DCEF-4726-8039-4DCAD6FAC871/G7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/0BC095FB-6732-40B9-BB66-BB1E1EC062C2/Israeli-PalestinianPeaceInternationalFund
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/0BC095FB-6732-40B9-BB66-BB1E1EC062C2/Israeli-PalestinianPeaceInternationalFund
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military items such as components for trainer aircraft or components for air defence 
systems, and other, non-military, items such as food-testing chemicals, telecoms, 
and data equipment. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/37397  
 

Israel: Syria 
Chris Law (SNP) [34857] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs, what his Department's policy is on the presence of Israeli armed 
forces in positions within Syria since 8 December 2024. 

Hamish Falconer: We continue to call on Israel, and all actors, to uphold their 
obligations to peace, stability, and security under international law.  We are 
increasingly concerned by Israel's actions in Syria and are raising these concerns 
directly with the Israeli authorities. Israel have said their presence in the buffer zone 
in the Golan Heights will be limited and temporary, and we have been clear that we 
expect them to adhere to this commitment. We recognise current threats to Israel, 
Israel's presence in the buffer zone must not become permanent. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-03/34857  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: International Criminal Court 
The Lord Bishop of Southwark [HL5328] To ask His Majesty's Government whether they 
have made representations to the government of Israel regarding the Protection of Israeli 
Public Officials from the Action of the International Criminal Court in The Hague against 
the State of Israel Bill 2024. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: We have not raised the Protection of Israeli Public 
Officials from the Action of the International Criminal Court in The Hague against 
the State of Israel Bill 2024 with the Government of Israel. We respect the 
independence of the International Criminal Court (ICC) which is the primary 
international institution for investigating and prosecuting the most serious crimes of 
international concern. The UK is a State Party to the Rome Statute. This brings with 
it obligations that put us in a different position to Israel, which is not a State Party. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/hl5328  
 

Information about the Protection of Israeli Public Officials from the Action of the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague against the State of Israel Bill 2024, referred to 
above, can be read at 
https://main.knesset.gov.il/en/news/pressreleases/pages/press19225c.aspx  
 

The Rome Statute, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf  
 
 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Dame Emily Thornberry: “this is a backwards step and a tragic day for Palestinians” 
Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee, Dame Emily Thornberry MP, said:  “Today we 
woke up to reports that hundreds more Gazans have been killed, and to new scenes of 
destruction. This comes after weeks of Israel blocking aid to Gaza, in an apparent violation 
of international humanitarian law. Last night’s attack targeted a population already on their 
knees and places Israeli and other hostages at further risk. 
“On our recent visit to the Middle East, we were privileged to hear directly from those who 
were held hostage in Gaza.  Aviva Siegel spoke movingly about her appalling experience  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/37397
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-03/34857
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/hl5328
https://main.knesset.gov.il/en/news/pressreleases/pages/press19225c.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf
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as she was held underground for fifty days, and yet she still showed great empathy and 
concern for the mothers of Gaza. 
“The recently-brokered ceasefire deal offered hope to both Gazans and Israelis, many of 
whom are desperate for peace and for a lasting solution to the violence that has blighted 
the whole region for generations. 
“This is a backwards step and a tragic day for Palestinians.” 
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/78/foreign-affairs-committee/news/205883/d
ame-emily-thornberry-this-is-a-backwards-step-and-a-tragic-day-for-palestinians/  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

David Lammy The civilian casualties from Israeli strikes overnight are appalling. All parties 
must re-engage with negotiations to get hostages out, surge aid, and secure a permanent 
end to this conflict. Diplomacy, not more bloodshed, is how we get security for Israelis and 
Palestinians. 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1902014258772091162  
 
------------------- 
 
Aid should never be used as a political tool: UK statement at the UN Security Council 
… As my Foreign Secretary has said, the civilian casualties from Israeli strikes overnight 
are appalling. 
I want to be clear, a return to fighting will only result in the deaths of further Palestinian 
civilians, Israeli hostages and IDF soldiers.  
This conflict cannot be resolved through military means. 
We want to see the ceasefire re-established as soon as possible. 
The humanitarian situation in Gaza was already catastrophic.  
After 17 days, Israel continues to block all aid entering Gaza. Crossing points have been 
shut off. Bakeries are closing. Hospitals and desalination plants are running on generators 
that could stop at any moment. 
This is horrifying and unacceptable. 
Humanitarian aid should never be used as a political tool.  
We are calling for the following urgent steps to bring this terrifying situation back from the 
brink. 
First, we call for the protection of civilians, and for safe, rapid, unimpeded humanitarian 
access.  
We call on Israel to fulfil its international obligations and allow for a rapid and unhindered 
resurgence in the flow of aid.  
This includes the supply of items such as medical equipment, shelter items, and water and 
sanitation equipment, essential to meet humanitarian and early recovery needs in Gaza, 
but which remain restricted.  
Failure to deliver this not only risks undoing the vital humanitarian progress made during 
phase one of the ceasefire agreement; it also risks violating international humanitarian law. 
Second, we urge all parties to return urgently to dialogue and to implement the ceasefire 
agreement in full, including scaling up aid and releasing the 59 hostages who have been 
cruelly held by Hamas for over 500 days and have endured unimaginable suffering.  
For Israel to be secure, these terrorists can have no role in Gaza’s future. But cutting off 
aid and resuming the fighting is not a means to this end. 
Finally, we reiterate that civilians of Gaza who have suffered so much must be allowed to 
return to their homes and rebuild their lives. 
Colleagues, we urge all parties to return to the ceasefire deal and get back to the path of 
peace.  

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/78/foreign-affairs-committee/news/205883/dame-emily-thornberry-this-is-a-backwards-step-and-a-tragic-day-for-palestinians/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/78/foreign-affairs-committee/news/205883/dame-emily-thornberry-this-is-a-backwards-step-and-a-tragic-day-for-palestinians/
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1902014258772091162
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A negotiated two-state solution is the best way to ensure long-term security for both Israelis 
and Palestinians. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/aid-should-never-be-used-as-a-political-tool-
uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  
 
 

Scottish Government 

John Swinney The renewed suffering we are seeing in Gaza is completely unacceptable. 
We cannot allow more innocent lives to be lost. Israel must stop the bombing and the 
ceasefire must be restored immediately as we work towards a lasting peace. 
https://x.com/JohnSwinney/status/1901973551202390341  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Israel ramps up settlement and annexation in West Bank with dire human rights 
consequences 
The Government of Israel last year ratcheted up settlement of the occupied West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, transferring its own population into the territory and unlawfully 
demolishing Palestinian homes, while settler violence increased in a climate of continuing 
impunity, a report by the UN Human Rights Office has found. 
“Israel’s settlement policy, its acts of annexation, and related discriminatory legislation and 
measures are in breach of international law, as the International Court of Justice has 
confirmed, and violate Palestinians’ right to self-determination,” UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Volker Türk said. 
“Israel must immediately and completely cease all settlement activities and evacuate all 
settlers, stop the forcible transfer of the Palestinian population, and prevent and punish 
attacks by its security forces and settlers.” 
The ongoing transfer of Government powers over the Occupied Palestinian Territory from 
the Israeli military to the Israeli Government is facilitating the advancement of Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank and the steady integration of the occupied West Bank into 
the State of Israel, the report says. 
Covering the period from 1 November 2023 to 31 October 2024, the report details 
significant expansion of Israeli settlements in the occupied West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem. Steps have been taken towards implementing plans to construct over 20,000 
housing units in new or existing Israeli settlements in East Jerusalem alone, according to 
Israeli non-governmental organisations, while 214 Palestinian properties and structures 
have been demolished in East Jerusalem. Over 10,300 units within existing Israeli 
settlements in the rest of the West Bank are in the pipeline and an unprecedented 49 new 
Israeli outposts have been established. 
“Dozens of unauthorised roads have been paved by settlers and the army around 
settlements and outposts, helping to connect them while blocking Palestinians’ movement 
and enabling further seizure of their land,” the report says. … 
It also points to “a climate of revenge” and violence across the West Bank. During the 
reporting period, a total of 612 Palestinians were killed in the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, by Israeli security forces and settlers. Twenty-four Israelis were also killed in 
alleged attacks or clashes with Palestinians. … 
“The line between settler and State violence has blurred to a vanishing point, further 
enabling an increase in violence and impunity,” it says, pointing to steps taken by Israel to 
further militarise the settler movement. … 
A total of 1,779 Palestinian structures were demolished in the West Bank for “lack of 
building permits”,  which  are  almost  impossible to obtain for Palestinians, resulting in the  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/aid-should-never-be-used-as-a-political-tool-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/aid-should-never-be-used-as-a-political-tool-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://x.com/JohnSwinney/status/1901973551202390341
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forcible displacement of 4,527 people. … 
“The transfer by Israel of parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies 
amounts to a war crime,” the High Commissioner said, urging the international community 
to take meaningful action on Israel’s advancing settlement of the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. … 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/israel-ramps-settlement-and-
annexation-west-bank-dire-human-rights  
 
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 
and in the occupied Syrian Golan (A/HRC/58/73) 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-
regular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-73-aev-1.pdf  
 
------------------- 
 
‘Tragedy foretold and stain on our collective humanity’: Special Rapporteur warns 
of mass ethnic cleansing in the West Bank 
Palestinians face serious risk of mass ethnic cleansing as Israel advances its long-held 
plan to take Palestinian lands and evacuate them of Palestinians under the fog of war, a 
UN expert warned today. 
While ethnic cleansing is not a standalone crime, it involves actions that constitute war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, and even genocide, said Francesca Albanese, the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967. 
In October 2023, the Special Rapporteur warned that Israel would use the “war against 
Hamas” to acquire Palestinian land and further displace Palestinians. “What Israel is doing 
in occupied Palestine today has strong echoes of 1947-1949 Nakba and the 1967 Naksa,” 
Albanese said. 
“The world meanwhile is pretending not to see history repeating itself,” she said. 
In 16 months, Israeli forces have killed 48,570 Palestinians in Gaza and displaced 1.9 
million. Israel’s relentless bombardment has devastated the strip, making return 
impossible. Even Western governments now propose forcibly relocating survivors. "This 
idea is unlawful and adds insult to injury," Albanese said. 
Beyond Gaza, Israeli forces and settler militias have escalated violence in the West Bank. 
Since January 2025, more than 40,000 refugees from Jenin, Tulkarm, and Nur Shams 
were forcibly displaced from their homes, and nearly 70 killed. 
Albanese said the West Bank faces its worst military assault since the second intifada, 
marked by air strikes, armoured bulldozers and controlled demolitions to conduct raids, 
demolish homes and destroy villages and critical infrastructure including farmland. 
"We are witnessing new ‘Trails of Tears’ in the West Bank, mirroring Gaza’s fate. In 2025, 
such injustice is not only unacceptable but a stain on our collective conscience," the 
Special Rapporteur said. … 
History demonstrates that Israel’s strategy for a “Greater Israel” free of Palestinian 
presence relies on forcibly displacing and repressing Palestinians, the Special Rapporteur 
recalled. Albanese noted that destroying Palestinian lives, homes, and infrastructure while 
denying their return advances this goal.  
“Israel’s conduct aiming to ethnically cleanse the land between the river to the sea, 
amounts to a genocidal campaign to erase Palestinians as a people. 
“The international community must uphold its obligation to protect Palestinians from 
annihilation. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/tragedy-foretold-and-stain-our-
collective-humanity-special-rapporteur-warns  

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/israel-ramps-settlement-and-annexation-west-bank-dire-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/israel-ramps-settlement-and-annexation-west-bank-dire-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-73-aev-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-73-aev-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/tragedy-foretold-and-stain-our-collective-humanity-special-rapporteur-warns
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/tragedy-foretold-and-stain-our-collective-humanity-special-rapporteur-warns
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Deporting international students involved in pro-Palestinian protests will escalate 
trauma and polarisation on US campuses: UN experts 
A group of independent human rights experts have urged the United States Department of 
Homeland Security and US Immigration and Customs Enforcement to cease repression 
and retaliation, including in the form of arbitrary detention of U.S. lawful permanent 
residents, and removal of international students who have participated in university 
protests in solidarity with Palestine. 
“These actions are disproportionate, unnecessary, and discriminatory and will only lead to 
more trauma and polarisation negatively impacting the learning environment within 
university campuses,” the experts said, adding that “these actions create a chilling effect 
on the rights to freedom of expression, assembly and of association.” 
We have been raising our concerns with the Government about the use of reprisals against 
students, faculty members, and citizens in general that have participated in pro-Palestine 
peaceful assemblies at universities. 
“The world has been shaken by the human suffering that has marked the war in Gaza,” the 
experts said. “Students and faculty members on all sides have engaged in contrasting 
expressions of unitary solidarity and in the absence of bridging communication, the result 
has been in frustration and pain.” 
“Instances of intimidation and harassment on social media and physical attacks effectively 
transformed campuses into divided communities and there is need for reconciliation, 
mutual respect, and entente,” the experts said. 
“Further repression and retaliation, including revocation of visas and deportation will not 
promote peace within campuses because it is a disproportional policy that fails to 
recognise the vulnerability of the students and does not promote healing dialogue. The 
principle of academic freedom is fundamental for the maintenance of faculties and student 
bodies that can tackle critical issues for discussion without penalisation. … 
They stressed that universities must refrain from surveillance against students for 
participating in peaceful assemblies, and from sharing personal data of students with 
external actors, including the police and other law enforcement officials, and should review 
their internal regulations to align them to international human rights law standards. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/deporting-international-students-
involved-pro-palestinian-protests-will  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Artificial Intelligence: Religious Freedom 
Ruth Jones (Labour) [37272] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the potential 
impact of the use of artificial intelligence to target minority religious communities on 
freedom of religion or belief globally. 

Stephen Doughty: The UK remains strongly committed to freedom of religion or 
belief (FoRB) for all abroad. It is our firm opinion that no one should live in fear 
because of what they do or do not believe in. The development and use of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) presents both opportunities and risks for the enjoyment of human 
rights, including FoRB. It is important that we champion the positive potential of 
technology, whilst taking action to mitigate risks. We do this by working with 
international partners and through  multilateral  fora including the UN and on FoRB  

 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=29009
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/deporting-international-students-involved-pro-palestinian-protests-will
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/deporting-international-students-involved-pro-palestinian-protests-will
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specifically, through our engagement in the Article 18 Alliance, which has a 
dedicated workstream on AI and FoRB. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/37272  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Amendment paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children_day_rep_0318.pdf  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0318.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
** Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59799/documents/6234  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-11/37272
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_day_rep_0318.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_day_rep_0318.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0318.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0187/amend/crime_policing_pbc_rm_0318.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59799/documents/6234
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887


 12 

 

 

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0318.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 
 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0318.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0318.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

