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Prime Minister’s Questions

Tulip Siddiq (Labour) [903147]1 am proud to represent a constituency with eight
synagogues, a thriving Jewish population and the United Kingdom’s largest Jewish cultural
centre, JW3, but this week, | was horrified to read reports of rising antisemitism on NHS
wards, and in particular about a shocking incident in which a Jewish NHS staff member
was called a baby killer by a colleague. The NHS that | know and love is open to everyone,
regardless of background. What is the Prime Minister doing to ensure that my Jewish
constituents can safely use our beloved national health service?

The Prime Minister: | thank my hon. Friend for raising the subject of those deeply

concerning reports. It is completely unacceptable for anyone to experience racism,

discrimination or prejudice in the health service, and | know that my right hon.

Friend the Health Secretary takes such reports extremely seriously, because it is a

fundamental principle that the NHS provides care and treatment for everyone,

regardless of race, faith or background.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/9AAG67121-4A80-41B4-
9409-3F81D4B0D6BB/Engagements#contribution-6AC63DC9-C973-4CE5-ACDC-
37A2429746DF

Topical Questions: Justice
Ayoub Khan (Independent): One of the key objectives of the Sentencing Council is to
ensure that there is parity of sentence up and down the country. It is a known fact that
people from ethnic minorities sometimes get tougher custodial sentences than their white
counterparts for similar offences. Given that, does the Lord Chancellor regret her attempt
to discredit the considered and evidence-based conclusions of some of the most esteemed
members of our judiciary when they published the guidelines on pre-sentencing reports?
Shabana Mahmood: What | am shocked about is that we can see a disparity in the
overall cohort sentencing outcomes. Everybody accepts that we are not quite sure
why it is happening, and there has not been sufficient curiosity over the last few
years to work out why that is the case. My view is that if we can see a problem or
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think we have one, we need to get to the bottom of what is actually going on before
we start coming up with broad policy solutions to fix that problem. | also think that
some of these broad policy decisions are better made by Ministers, because we
are directly elected individuals who will pay the price for the consequences of our
choices. That is a conversation that | will pick up with the Sentencing Council when
we meet later this week. ...
Jonathan Hinder (Labour): | was shocked to read the Sentencing Council’s response to
the Secretary of State last night, with its arrogant tone. As she has said, this Parliament is
sovereign, and the fact is that we have given too much power away to these unelected
bodies in recent years. Can | reassure her of my support, and can she reassure me that
she will not rest until we retain equality before the law?
Shabana Mahmood: ... As | have made clear, | am looking into the roles and
powers of the council, and | will not hesitate to legislate if | need to do so.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/3B153A20-40BC-476B-
A22D-48EE3750B79E/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C225D088-E6AB-4D55-93F 7-
8856075CF951

The guidelines referred to above can be read at
https://www.sentencingcouncil.orq.uk/overarching-quides/magqistrates-
court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-quideline/

The Sentencing Council’s response, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.sentencingcouncil.orq.uk/wp-content/uploads/20250310-Letter-from-Lord-
Justice-William-Davis-to-Lord-Chancellor-on-Imposition-FOR-PUBLICATION.pdf

Death Certificates
Helen Whately (Conservative) [35346] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and
Social Care, pursuant to the Answer of 28 February 2025 to Question 31062 on Death
Certificates, what the median time taken was to register a death at the most localised level
for which data is available.
Ashley Dalton: The Office for National Statistics (ONS) publishes weekly data
showing the median time to register a death by certification type in England and
Wales. The latest data, for deaths registered in the week ending 21 February 2025,
shows that the median time to register all deaths was nine days, and the median
time to register deaths certified by a doctor was eight days. The ONS is planning to
extend this data to include the median time taken to register a death by region, and
expect this to be available in Spring 2025.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-04/35346

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31062

The following three questions all received the same answer
Food: West Bank

Ayoub Khan (Independent) [32777] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, with reference to the Written Statement of 10 December 2009 on Food
Labelling (Occupied Palestinian Territories), column 28WS, whether his Department has
reviewed the adequacy of its advice to retailers and importers on the labelling of food
produced in the West Bank.

Ayoub Khan (Independent) [32778] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, if he will make it his policy to require traders and importers to label food
produced in the West Bank to state whether it was produced by (a) Palestinian
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communities and (b) Israeli settlers.
Food: Occupied Territories
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [33372] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, what steps his Department has taken to help prevent traders from
declaring that food and drink imports produced by lIsraeli settlers in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories are Produce of Israel.
Daniel Zeichner: The UK maintains high standards on the information that is
provided on food labels so that consumers can have confidence in the food that
they buy.
The fundamental principle of food labelling rules is that information provided to the
consumer must not mislead. All food sold on the UK market, including that which
is imported, must comply with food labelling rules. The government continues to
review existing legislation through post implementation reviews.
Country of Origin labelling is compulsory for prepacked unprocessed beef, veal,
lamb, mutton, pork, goat and poultry meat and most unprocessed fresh fruit and
vegetables.
Where origin information is not required, it can still be provided as long as it does
not mislead. We support accurate labelling of settlement goods, so as not to
mislead the consumer.
Food labelling rules are enforced by local authorities. Concerns that a specific food
does not comply or is otherwise misleading, should be raised with a local trading
standards officer who will be able to investigate and take necessary action.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32777
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32778
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33372

The Written Statement referred to above can be read at
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091210/wmstext/91210m00
01.htm#09121060000015

Armed Forces: Palestine Action
Luke Akehurst (Labour) [36249] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, if he will make
an assessment of the potential impact of direct action taken by Palestine Action on the (a)
defence sector and (b) adequacy of the supply of assets to the Armed Forces.
Maria Eagle: The Ministry of Defence regularly monitors risks and issues facing the
defence sector as part of our supply chain resilience work.
A number of UK Defence companies have reported that they have incurred costs
through installing additional security measures in responding to the threat of actions
from groups such as Palestine Action. It is also recognised that there are a small
number of defence companies, and associated supporting businesses, who have
been targeted by Palestine Action with criminal damage and intimidation of their
staff. At an individual level these businesses have incurred costs and disruption
through the damage caused and we are working with the Police to deal with such
offences and mitigate potential future such action.
However, the overall impact to Defence has been limited and there have been no
significant reported impacts to the Defence supply chain.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-06/36249

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: Unpaid Work
Richard Holden (Conservative) [27915] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 16 January 2025 to Question 22359 on
DEFRA: Unpaid Work, what Environment Agency summer internship opportunities for
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2025 are open to (a) male, (b) white, (c) British and (d) working class people, other than
industry placements, apprenticeships, training partnerships and scholarships.
Emma Hardy: The Environment Agency (EA) does not offer unpaid internships.
Employment opportunities with the EA are advertised on the jobs board: External
Opportunities - Environment Agency Jobs.
In 2025 the EA is running its Summer Development Internship Programme, which
is open to men, working class people, British people and white people who also
come from a minority ethnic background (e.g. White Irish, Roma, Jewish or other
white ethnic minority backgrounds).
We are happy to consider any application that he may want to put forward for one
of these roles.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-31/27915

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22359

Radicalism

Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [34867] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, pursuant to the Answer of 21 February 2025 to Question MHCLG: 23916 on
MHCLG: Legal Costs, whether it is her Department's policy that (a) organisations may be
classified as extremist but will not be publicly named as such, (b) organisations will not be
classified as extremist, (c) Ministers may name organisations as extremist when covered
by Parliamentary privilege.

Dan Jarvis: It has been a long standing rule under successive governments that

the Home Office does not comment on specific groups or individual cases.

The government’s focus is to reduce and disrupt the influence of high-harm groups

and individuals and the spread of extremist ideologies that can lead to community

division and to radicalisation into terrorism. Where there is evidence of purposeful

actions that are potentially radicalising others into terrorism or violence,

proportionate legislative action will be considered.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-03/34867

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23916

Islamophobia
Shockat Adam (Independent) [33681] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, what steps her Department is taking to ensure
effective (a) monitoring and (b) tackling of Islamophobia.
Alex Norris: Islamophobia is completely abhorrent and has no place in our society.
No one should ever be a victim of hatred because of their religion or belief, and we
are determined to root it out.
On 28 February 2025, the Government announced the establishment of a new
working group to provide government with a definition of Anti-Muslim
Hatred/Islamophobia, advising government and other bodies on how to best
understand, quantify and define prejudice, discrimination, and hate crime targeted
against Muslims. With levels of Islamophobia at a record high, this work will improve
understanding of unacceptable treatment and prejudice against Muslim
communities, supporting wider and ongoing government-led efforts to tackle
religiously motivated hate crime and foster cohesion.
We continue to work closely with police and community partners to ensure effective
monitoring of Islamophobia. The Government has worked with the police to fund
True Vision, an online hate crime reporting portal, designed so that victims of hate
crime do not have to visit a police station to report. We have also made up to £1
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million of funding available this year to monitor Islamophobia and provide support
to victims.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33681

The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/qovernment-launches-working-qroup-on-anti-
muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition

Campus Antisemitism in Britain: Community Security Trust Report
Baroness Deech (Crossbench): To ask His Majesty’s Government what assessment
they have made of the report by the Community Security Trust, Campus Antisemitism in
Britain 2022—2024, published on 9 December 2024; and what steps they have taken to
ensure an appropriate response to its recommendations from university authorities.

The Minister of State, Department for Education (Baroness Smith of Malvern):
My Lords, the recommendations of this report focus on improving processes for
reporting and investigating campus anti-Semitism. We have discussed it with the
Community Security Trust and the Office of the Independent Adjudicator. The
Secretary of State will shortly host a round table with vice-chancellors to discuss,
among other matters, how the report’s recommendations might be implemented.
The forthcoming Office for Students E6 condition will require universities to
demonstrate that they are preventing and tackling harassment.
Baroness Deech: ... The events of 7 October have released a 117% rise in anti-Semitic
incidents on campus and released into the mainstream an anti-Semitism that was always
under the surface—what a failure of education. The incidents reported, which include acts
by lecturers, are shameful: calls to “Kill Jews” and “Bring back Hitler”, comparisons of Gaza
and Auschwitz, physical assaults and isolation—the like of which | have never seen before
in academic life. Will the Government tell the Office for Students to use its regulatory
powers to ensure a good complaints system which is speedy and punishes the
malefactors? Will the Minister follow this up? Will she tell vice-chancellors to stand up for
persecuted Jewish minorities and to stop appeasing and negotiating with vandals? Vice-
chancellors should follow the example of the noble Lord, Lord Hague, the new Chancellor
of Oxford, who has spoken out against the situation.
Baroness Smith of Malvern: The noble Baroness is absolutely right that there are
some shocking examples of anti-Semitic abuse, some of which | was able to hear
about yesterday during a session run by StandWithUs, at which students
themselves movingly and distressingly talked about their experiences on
campuses. The noble Baroness is right that higher education needs to focus on the
recommendations of the report and, in thinking in advance of the implementation of
the new OfS condition in August, on what action it can take. That is why my right
honourable friend the Secretary of State will be bringing together vice-chancellors
to make that message very clear.
Lord Katz (Labour): My Lords, as the CST report lays bare, university campuses are
indeed the front line of anti-Semitism, with some at risk of becoming all but no-go zones
for Jewish students. Has my noble friend the Minister seen the briefing compiled by the
Union of Jewish Students which catalogues a litany of Holocaust distortion and inversion
that occurred on Holocaust Memorial Day this year in universities across the country?
Does she agree with the UJS that HE institutions—including the Office for Students and
student unions—and the police need to take immediate and decisive action to confront this
troubling trend, ensuring that Holocaust distortion has no place on campus, and that
Jewish students have the necessary support and protection to thrive at whatever university
they choose to attend?
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Baroness Smith of Malvern: | recognise the situation outlined by my noble friend.
| have already talked about the action that this Government will be taking with
respect to the Holocaust to ensure that young people understand its significance
even before they go to university. The Holocaust is, quite rightly, the only historic
event that is compulsory in the current national curriculum for history at key stage
3. Itis why, as well as the support provided for Holocaust education in schools and
colleges at the moment, an additional £2 million was committed in the Autumn
Budget 2024 for Holocaust remembrance and education. That funding aims to
ensure that all students have the opportunity to hear a recorded survivor testimony,
with the department exploring ways to support schools in achieving that goal.
The Lord Bishop of Bristol: My Lords, aware of the renewed efforts by the University of
Bristol to combat anti-Semitism, and noting the multifaith conference on anti-Semitism that
will take place there this month and the collaborative work of multifaith chaplaincies with
university authorities and the Community Security Trust, how are the Government using
the learning and good practice from universities around the country?
Baroness Smith of Malvern: The right reverend Prelate makes the important
point, as did the noble Baroness, Lady Deech, that there are some universities
which are taking this challenge extremely seriously and are making progress. It is
important that we share that best practice as widely as possible. On the role of
chaplaincies, one of the things that this Government have already done is to provide
£500,000 to the University Jewish Chaplaincy, to help to support student welfare
on university campuses, as part of the £7 million in funding that we have confirmed
to address anti-Semitism in schools, colleges and universities.
Lord Leigh of Hurley (Conservative): One of the areas led on by the CST was the
encampments at the universities, which provide an intimidating and, frankly, terrifying
atmosphere for Jewish students. | have walked past them myself and | have seen them.
They have been joined by people from outside the university who are masked, shouting
slogans supporting terror. What steps will the Minister take to encourage vice-chancellors
to move these encampments away from the central parts of the universities—free speech
is fine, but not right in the centre of a university—and pursue those who are clearly guilty
of anti-Semitism and anti-Semitic rhetoric?
Baroness Smith of Malvern: The noble Lord is right that encampments have been
enormously intimidating and that they have attracted external activists on to
campuses, often in a very intimidating way. Universities have already been working
hard to improve on the situation from 2023-24, when there were a number of pro-
Palestine encampments—at one point, there were around 40 active encampments.
Some universities have taken legal action in order to secure possession orders in
legal cases. Those cases were helpful for other universities contemplating or in the
middle of possession proceedings against similar student encampments. So far, in
this academic year, 2024-25, protesters have not been able to establish any kind
of encampment lasting more than a few hours. Universities appear to be learning a
lot from last year’s experience, both in being able to de-escalate incidents where
possible and, where necessary, taking formal action to prevent disruption to core
activities, including teaching. ...
Baroness Garden of Frognal (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, can the Minister say
whether all universities have designated places of worship for Jewish students and what
security arrangements they are expected to put in place to ensure that Jewish students
can work in safety?
Baroness Smith of Malvern: | am not in a position to say whether all universities
do, although, as | have previously identified, we are providing support to the
University Jewish Chaplaincy to support student welfare on campuses. However, |
think that is a fair question and one that | hope vice-chancellors will reflect on.
Lord Turnberg (Labour): My Lords, last night, | had the privilege of hosting a group of



students who described in devastating detail the sort of abuse that they were receiving on
campuses, such that many are now afraid to attend classes or even go to the universities.
Worst of all, it seems that their complaints to the authorities are often ignored and not
answered at all in many instances. There may be examples of good practice but there are
too many examples of bad practice. Will my noble friend the Minister bring it to the attention
of vice-chancellors that they must take a grip on this horrible situation that allows their
students to be treated in this manner, and in a way that means that some parents are
beginning to think they should move abroad, rather than take their children into an English
university.
Baroness Smith of Malvern: The noble Lord is right about the impactful testimony
that we were able to hear yesterday evening. | agree with him about the types of
action we should be taking, particularly focusing on how the introduction of the new
OfS condition will ensure that universities respond quickly, appropriately and with
sufficient independence to the sorts of complaints we heard about yesterday.
Baroness Barran (Conservative): My Lords, | was glad to hear the Minister refer to the
University Jewish Chaplaincy, which offers invaluable practical and emotional support in
universities all around the country. Will she join me in thanking it for its work, recognising
that it is in exceptionally difficult circumstances, and for the leadership of the chief
executive, Sophie Dunoff, and her team?
Baroness Smith of Malvern: | am very pleased to join the noble Baroness in
recognising that work. The University Jewish Chaplaincy not only provides
safeguarding and support for Jewish students, at a time that we have already
agreed has been enormously difficult, but, as the right reverend Prelate outlined, is
increasingly working with other chaplaincies to develop the tolerance, and the
ability to discuss and debate on our university campuses, that we should
absolutely expect—as should Jewish students, given the experiences they have
had. As a Government, we will definitely promote that work.
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-12/debates/745DB5E9-E3FB-4D0F-89E2-
80065AF4F7E3/CampusAntisemitismInBritainCommunitySecurity TrustReport

Campus Antisemitism in Britain 2022—-2024, referred to above by Baroness Deech and
others, can be read at
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/f/d/Campus%20Antisemitism%20in%20Britain%202022-

2024.pdf
The Union of Jewish Students briefing referred to above by Lord Katz is not available online.

Religious Freedom
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) [HL5275] To ask His Majesty's
Government what measures they have in place to ensure that the beliefs of different faiths
are respected.
Lord Khan of Burnley: Our country is strengthened by individuals of different faiths
and beliefs, and the valuable contribution they make to our communities. | regularly
meet leaders and representatives of major faiths and beliefs, and in the first six
months in my role, | am proud to have engaged with all faith groups in the UK. The
insights of faith and belief groups play an important role in shaping policies that
promote inclusivity, understanding, and respect across our society.
Departmental officials also hold strong relationships with many faith and belief
representatives, as interfaith practitioners.
This government also recognises and respects the importance of the various
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festivals commemorated by our different faiths. These are marked through

attendance at events and receptions, and on the department’s social media

channels.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/h15275

Civil Society: Islam

Lord Godson (Conservative) [HL5101] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the
answer by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Housing, Communities and Local
Government on 21 January (HC Deb col 867), and further to the Written Answer by the
Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Housing, Communities and Local Government on 24
December 2024 (HC20228), what are the characteristics, policies or activities of (1)
MEND, (2) CAGE, (3) the Muslim Association of Britain, and (4) the Muslim Council of
Britain, that provide the basis for this Government’s policy of nhon-engagement with those
individual organisations.

Lord Khan of Burnley: The Government will only engage with organisations when

it is in the public interest.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15101

The answers referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-01-21/debates/2A568B5F-175D-4833-A8E9-
837C82F21102/CommunityEngagementPrinciplesAndExtremismDefinition#contribution-
C4EE8832-6D3C-4EDF-AQCC-E15430A61D83

and

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228

Islamophobia
Lord Godson (Conservative) [HL5102] To ask His Majesty's Government by what
process their proposed definition of Islamophobia will be drafted; and what plans they
have, if any, to outsource the process to a separate body or council of advisers.
Lord Khan of Burnley: On 28 February 2025, we announced a working group
which has been set up to provide government with a definition of Anti-Muslim
Hatred/Islamophobia, supporting a wider stream of work to tackle the unacceptable
incidents of anti-Muslim hatred.
It will advise government on how to best understand, quantify and define prejudice,
discrimination, and hate crime targeted against Muslims.
The group’s proposed definition must be compatible with the unchanging right of
British citizens to exercise freedom of speech and expression - which includes the
right to criticise, express dislike of, or insult religions and/or the beliefs and practices
of adherents. This work will support these important freedoms, ensuring that they
are preserved.
The group will be chaired by Dominic Grieve KC, bringing his years of legal and
government expertise to the role. Alongside drawing on their own expertise,
members will engage widely to ensure the definition accounts for the variety of
backgrounds and experiences of Muslim communities across the United Kingdom.
Details of the members of the Group will be published in due course.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15102

The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/qovernment-launches-working-qroup-on-anti-
muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition

Freedom of Expression and Islamophobia
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (Non-affiliated) [HL5318] To ask His Majesty's Government
what plans they have to establish a body to define Islamophobia; and what steps they are
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taking to ensure that freedom of speech is protected to allow the criticism of religions.
Lord Khan of Burnley: The Government has established a new working group to
provide a definition of Anti-Muslim Hatred/Islamophobia, advising government and
other bodies on how to best understand, quantify and define prejudice,
discrimination, and hate crime targeted against Muslims. The group’s proposed
definition will be non-statutory, and we are clear that it must be compatible with
British citizens’ unchanging right to exercise freedom of speech and expression -
which includes the right to criticise, express dislike of, or insult religions and/or the
beliefs and practices of adherents. This work will support these important freedoms,
ensuring that they are preserved.
With levels of Islamophobia at a record high, this work will improve understanding
of unacceptable treatment and prejudice against Muslim communities and support
wider and ongoing government-led efforts to root out hatred in all its forms.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/h15318

Information about the working group referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/qovernment-launches-working-group-on-anti-
muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition
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Holocaust

House of Lords Grand Committee

Holocaust Memorial Bill: Committee Stage, Second Day
col 186GC Viscount Eccles (Conservative): ... The thing | want to emphasise there is
that, right from the start, there was an acceptance that the memorial was one thing and
the world-class education initiative was another, and that it would take a very considerable
time to achieve. There was no intention that they should be contemporaneous. ...
The matter of how this institution was to be managed went on for a long time ... but it rose
to the surface again only when the National Audit Office did its investigation in 2022. That
report says ... that its recommendation was that it should be a new non-departmental
public body. ... it seems to me to be high time that some action is taken. ... We are only
about a year away from lots of action on the ground. Surely if a chair and a chief executive
were to be appointed following the creation of an NDPB, there would be plenty for them to
do. They are not going to be bad value for money. ...
col 187GC | do not think that what is proposed to go into the building at present can
possibly be described as a learning centre.
Learning centres came from America. They are institutions that are normally attached to
other institutions, in particular to schools and universities, and ... they provide “a dedicated
facility where people can come to learn at a time that suits them in a comfortable and
supportive environment”. ...

col 188GC The Lord Bishop of St Albans: ... assurance 10 given by the promoter, the
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, which is intended to mitigate
concerns that the interest of the Holocaust memorial and learning centre may take
preference over users of the park and garden, states: “The Promoter’s intention is for the
remit of any permanent independent body that is established to operate and run the
proposed Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre ... to be limited to the area of Victoria
Tower Gardens occupied and used by the HMLC”.

In practice, the whole of Victoria Tower Gardens will be used by the Holocaust memorial
and learning centre ... As a result, the assurance effectively gives jurisdiction to the body



https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/hl5318
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-working-group-on-anti-muslim-hatredislamophobia-definition
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managed by the Holocaust memorial and learning centre over the management of the
whole park.
Not only does this raise a number of concerns, but it is probably unenforceable. ...

col 189GC Lord Blencathra (Conservative): ... The National Audit Office said in a
devasting report of 2022 that the department had informed it that it hoped to get an NDPB
up and running about a year before the centre opened. It would be in charge of running it
but have no role in managing its construction. ...

[There] are three organisations credited with giving independent assurance. One is the
Infrastructure and Projects Authority, which has already condemned the management of
the project. Another is the Cabinet Office, which must give approval on business cases
and procurement. Then there is the Treasury. ...

Then there are three advisory boards: the foundation advisory board, the academic
advisory board and the construction advisory board. The members of the foundation
advisory board are extremely distinguished and will all have firm views on fulfilling their
role of defining the overall vision for the programme, including content of the learning
centre. But the academic advisory board, “Provides a peer-review process and discussion
forum for the envisioned exhibition content”.

So now we have two expert bodies advising on content and a paralysed programme board
terrified to decide between them or reject their advice. This is a recipe for delay and
completely contradictory decisions as the programme board attempts to please
everyone. ...

col 190GC The oversight board is one level higher up. It will meet “2-3 times a year with
representatives from the Foundation Advisory Board and senior government. ...

Next, we have the investment sub-committee, whose remit is: “The ISC must approve new
project or programme business cases. ...

Finally, at the top of this indecision tree is the Secretary of State as “the ultimate escalation
point and sits on the Oversight Board”. ...

This Heath Robinson so-called management structure devised by the department is a
recipe for argument, delay and cost overruns. However, it has one magnificent feature
cleverly built in by civil servants: with this structure, not a single person can be held
accountable for failure. ...

The NDPB ... will feel that it can dictate all aspects of the governance of the gardens.

We can guess what will happen: if it finds long queues, it will create roped-off chicanes,
like those zigzag lines you get in airports, and do so with no consultation with the garden
authorities. What will it do to stop visitors spreading out over the rest of the garden to have
picnics, as in Berlin, and taking up the space of other garden users? ...

col 191GC Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts (Conservative): ... The spider's web of
committees and advisory boards referred to by my noble friend ... must be a recipe for
disaster. As he pointed out very forcefully, it is a way to ensure that nobody will ever be
blamed for anything. It does not matter whether it is too much money, design faults, cost
overruns, failure to meet timescales or failure to meet commitments ... it is, in effect, an
organisational blank cheque. ...

col 192GC Baroness Deech (Crossbench): ... There has been a tendency, since it was
first chosen, for the promoters to treat Victoria Tower Gardens as a private park of their
own. It was closed for a day in May 2024 for a Holocaust commemoration event in which
the main message was that people had better get used to it. The Royal Parks, which
manages the gardens, said that its initial decision to refuse permission for the
commemoration event to take place there was based on its “longstanding policy” of not
allowing “religious activity” in its parks, apart from annual acts of remembrance where
memorials already exist”. But, lo and behold, the gardens have been closed again this
year for the same purpose. ...

One can see what will happen: because the learning centre will be so small, every time
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there is a need for a meeting, the whole of the park will be closed off. Little gilt chairs and
a tent will be put in, and the park will be taken over. ...

col 193GC The governance of this project has always been a mystery. The original
foundation was composed of more donors to the Tory party than scholars, and no
executives. Can the Minister tell us, in straightforward language, who is in charge of
executing this project and its future governance? ...

The insubstantial nature of management may explain why countless attempts by me to get
any information about the project from the department, by way of freedom of information
requests, have been fiercely resisted. ...

There has also been no parliamentary scrutiny of the project until now. There has been a
lack of qualified external appraisal of the project brief, the design and the environmental
effects of the proposals. There has been a lack of sufficient consultation with the public on
the site; such consultation as there was was very much rigged and curtailed. There has
been a lack of attention to public feedback on the design. There has been a lack of
consultation with the academic community; there is a British association of Holocaust
scholars, who feel that they have not been involved. ...

col 195GC Lord Pickles (Conservative): ... | think there is general agreement that there
should be an independent, stand-alone body. | have no doubt that, once this Bill becomes
an Act, that is one of the first things the Government will do. ...

However, the question is whether these things should be in the Bill. Frankly, | doubt that
they should. With due respect to the right reverend Prelate, | am a little queasy about
limiting in the Holocaust Bill the number of days in which we commemorate 6 million dead.
Why are we not limiting the number of dog shows, open-air cinemas and organised picnics
and exercise in the parks? It looks peculiar that we should pick on the Holocaust and Jews
in this Bill. ...

| do not recognise any of noble Lords’ descriptions of the academic board. It is only right

that we ensure that this is a balanced memorial and learning centre, which does not glorify
the British Empire but shows what happened during the Holocaust and our reaction to it,
warts and all. ...

col 197GC Baroness Deech: ... the delay in this project, which is undoubted, arises solely
from the fact that Victoria Tower Gardens was chosen in defiance and ignorance of the
1900 statute that forbade building there. That is the reason for the delay and the litigation.
Secondly, Crufts is a bad analogy for closing the park. The learning centre may well be
open 365 days a year, day and night, for all we know. However, we are talking about
protecting the rest of the park, over which the prohibition in the 1900 statute will remain. It
would be in defiance of that statute if the park were to be closed every now and then, quite
frequently, for a meeting. ...

Lord Robathan: ... | will briefly come in on something my noble friend Lord Pickles said
about 6 million Jews. | am sure many people here have been to Yad Vashem, which is
one of the most moving places | have been to. | have been there three times, and it is
absolutely heartbreaking every time—as any memorial and learning centre to
commemorate the Jewish Holocaust of the mid-20th century under the Nazis should be.
However, my noble friend said that for 6 million Jews we should have about three days of
closure a year, but this memorial is about the Holocaust, not about the 6 million Jews—as
| think it should be. It is about the Holocaust in general. Are we going to have one for the
Armenian holocaust, where a huge number of Armenians were slaughtered by the Turks
in the 1920s? Are we going to have one for the Rwandan holocaust? | have been to
Rwanda and know that it was equally as awful. It was just as much of a holocaust as the
Jewish one, with one million out of eight million people in Rwandan murdered. Are we
going to have one for Holodomor, which saw the slaughter of Ukrainians under Stalin in
the 1930s? All of these are examples of holocausts. That is why we are talking about three
days, to stop there being endless holocaust events.
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Lord Pickles: ... we need to make it absolutely clear that there is only one Holocaust. A
number of genocides have occurred before and after, but there is only one Holocaust: that
was the murder of 6 million Jews by the Nazi regime and its collaborators.

Lord Blencathra: My noble friend Lord Robathan has made a very good point, and my
noble friend Lord Pickles is right that there is only one Holocaust. But the briefing for this
centre says that other genocides will also be commemorated there. So there will be things
about Holodomor, and possibly Rwanda, and Pol Pot, Stalin, Mao or whoever they may
be. Though there is only one really evil Holocaust, the Shoah, other genocides will also be
commemorated. In my opinion, that dilutes the purpose of a Holocaust memorial.

col 198GC Lord Austin of Dudley (Non-affiliated): ... | was one of the few Members of
either House ... who attended a meeting organised to discuss the contents of the learning
centre. The meeting was addressed by a historian who made it absolutely clear that this
is not a learning centre about genocides; it is a learning centre specifically about the
Holocaust, and it will not relativise the Holocaust and it will not compare the Holocaust to
other genocides. The only extent to which other genocides may be mentioned is on the
way out, where it might say something along the lines of, “Since then, there have been
other genocides, showing we have not yet learned lessons”. The learning centre will be
devoted specifically and solely to the Holocaust. ...

| point out gently to the noble Lord, Lord Blencathra, that | do not see what would be
objectionable about people visiting the Holocaust memorial and sitting on the grass to eat
their sandwiches afterwards. Why should they not have a picnic in the park if they choose
to do so? It is what many other visitors to the park do. How would he distinguish between
people visiting the memorial and having their lunch and people visiting the park and having
their lunch? ...

col 200GC Lord Tugendhat (Conservative): ... it is quite clear from the exchanges that
we have had this afternoon that the site of this learning centre is extremely controversial.

It seems to me that a memorial to 6 million people is almost sacred. It should not be built
in a place that arouses controversy of this sort. It is disrespectful to the dead that it should
be a subject of controversy and, because it is a subject of controversy, it should be moved
to somewhere else. ...

col 201GC Lord Pickles: ... there has not been a single Holocaust memorial built
anywhere in the world where this kind of controversy did not occur. People, by and large,
do not like them. They do not want them, but once they are built, they are very proud of
them.

Baroness Deech: My Lords, | have visited the Berlin memorial more than once. It is widely
regarded as inappropriate and ineffective. People picnic on it, they bicycle around it, they
dance on top of it. They do not know what it is and, of course, what good has it done in
Germany? Where is Germany heading now? Look at the rise of anti-Semitism across
Europe. There is no relationship at all between the position of a memorial and the effect
that it has. ...

col 202GC ... The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government (Lord Khan of Burnley): ... From the beginning
of the design process, the importance of maintaining access to Victoria Tower Gardens
has been a high priority. ...

col 203GC ... it has always been our intention that Victoria Tower Gardens should remain
open to the public, with only a small area taken for the Holocaust memorial and learning
centre when it is built. ...

No decisions have been taken on future closures of the entirety of Victoria Tower Gardens
to facilitate Holocaust-related commemoration events once the Holocaust memorial and
learning centre is built. ...

col 204GC Given that the Holocaust memorial and learning centre is intended to be the
national focal point of Holocaust remembrance, it is expected that it will host annual events
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to mark Holocaust Memorial Day and Yom HaShoah. The Government would expect the
Holocaust memorial and learning centre operating body to work closely with the body
responsible for the wider arrangements of the Victoria Tower Gardens to agree
arrangements for any other proposed or required closures associated with the Holocaust
memorial and learning centre.

col 205GC | believe it would be completely wrong to set a formal limit on Holocaust-related
events and not on other types of event. ...

My Lords, although these matters are important and need careful attention, the Bill is not
the place to deal with them and it would be premature to attempt to do so. Decisions on
the precise form and function of the operating body for the Holocaust memorial and
learning centre have yet to be taken. However, | can assure the Committee that we have
no plans for the operating body to take on responsibility for the management and
maintenance of Victoria Tower Gardens beyond that part of the gardens occupied by the
memorial and learning centre. ...

col 206GC The noble Viscount talked about the learning centre. We envisage an ambitious
programme of educational activities. Some will be delivered on site and many will be
delivered by working in partnership with other organisations, such as the Holocaust
Educational Trust. The commission’s vision, which the Government accepted, was that
such a body would guide, sponsor and facilitate ongoing commemoration and educational
initiatives to ensure that the memory of the Holocaust and its lessons remain vibrant and
current for all future generations.

A range of options are being considered for operating the memorial and learning centre.
As a significant public investment, responsibility for managing the centre will need to rest
with a body ultimately accountable to Parliament. The cost of running the memorial and
learning centre will be met through a mixture of fundraising and grant funding, as with
many other government-sponsored organisations.

As no decisions have yet been taken by the Government on the right model for operating
the Holocaust memorial and learning centre, it would not be right to tie our hands by
including a statutory requirement that it be a non-departmental public body. ...

col 209GC Lord Blencathra: ... [the Buxton] memorial commemorates the 1833 Act to
emancipate slaves and marks the immense contribution of British parliamentarians who
campaigned for abolition, including Wilberforce, Clarkson, Thomas Fowell Buxton and
others. ...

col 210GC The setting of the monument will undoubtedly be harmed by the proposed
Holocaust memorial and learning centre. ...

The Buxton memorial is a vital part of British history and it should not be infringed upon or
sidelined.

| stress that this is not a matter of prioritising a monument to the abolition of slavery over
the extermination of 6 million Jews. We on this side of the argument all say that there
should be an appropriately sized and relevant monument to the Holocaust in Victoria
Tower Gardens. We reject the grotesque, oversized Adjaye fins as not suitable for this
space. These giant fins would overwhelm the Buxton memorial; any poky little path
between it and the fins or the learning centre should be at least 8 metres wide, so that the
memorial can be properly seen from a reasonable distance. ...

col 211GC ... on the main footpath, which runs parallel to Millbank, | see daily heavy use.
Each morning and evening | will see four or five people exercising their doggies and
collecting any mess. The main footpath is essential for them. Every morning, at a regular
time, | see two or three nannies with tiny tots in tow. These kiddies are no more than 18
inches high, in their little yellow vests, and each nanny will have two or three of them on
either side, safely holding hands or tied together. They make very slow but safe progress
along this path. | do not know where they come from or where they go, but | have never
seen them on the river path. Indeed, that may be too far for them to walk.

col 212GC These are some of the main users. The others are individuals—not organised
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games—playing football or other games. There are those having little picnics, but not
hundreds of people and 40 buses squashed into the place to have picnics.

If this main footpath is taken over for construction purposes and cannot be used, thousands
of users every day will be deprived of the use of the garden. ...

Baroness Walmsley (Liberal Democrat): ... Among the dangers associated with the
choice of siting an underground learning centre in Victoria Tower Gardens, the most
serious is the flood risk. This is a critical issue, given that large numbers of visitors,
including children and people with disabilities, are expected to visit. ...

There are four kinds of flood risk, the most serious of which is the risk of inundation from
the nearby tidal River Thames. This could happen either by overtopping of the
embankment wall, if the water level is higher than the defences, or by breach flooding, in
the case of a break in the wall. The latter would be catastrophic to life and property, as the
proposed development is below ground level and the design of the proposed building has
no above-ground refuge. ...

col 213GC Flooding has happened here before. The southern section of the site is partially
within the area of the historic flooding information. However, data confidence is low
because the records were hand-drawn and their extent is limited. It could be even more at
risk than the records show. ...

col 214GC According to Michael Coombs, a highly qualified civil engineer with
considerable experience in this field, the water would reach the entrance of the learning
centre within less than a minute and would rise to a metre above the ground level. If anyone
managed to escape from underground, which is unlikely, they would be swept away by the
speed of the oncoming water which would flood the whole area. This risk cannot be
accepted. ...

col 216GC Baroness Finlay of Llandaff (Crossbench): ... | ... looked at disasters that
have happened underground. We all remember the King’s Cross fire, in which there were
31 fatalities. One of the findings was that there was a flashover—the trench effect where
a tongue of fire comes up into a central area so fast that nobody can escape. Here we are
talking about people being trapped underground. In that fire, there were alternative routes
that a lot of people escaped through—although one was blocked by a locked door, which
aggravated the disaster. ...

col 217GC | also looked at what happened in the Moscow theatre siege. People were held
in an enclosed space and fentanyl gas was used, which rendered them unconscious very
quickly. ... | can envisage someone going in with a canister of something like fentanyl gas
in a plastic container and releasing it. ...

My other concern, which relates to that, came from the sarin gas attack in the Tokyo
underground, where it was evident that people had to get to the victims rapidly but there
was no advanced airway support available, hence the mortality rate went up.

You might say that this is scaremongering. | looked at what would happen with fire
precautions. If you go into museums with extremely precious artefacts, you find that it is
argon gas, not water, that is used to put out fires. ... | think that in museums which use
argon gas you have one or two minutes to get out when the alarm goes, but | have a real
concern about how you would get a lot of children and people with variable degrees of
mobility out and up these staircases. ...

col 218GC Lord Finkelstein (Conservative): ... the siting of the Buxton memorial was
one of the main reasons, originally, for my being persuaded that Victoria Tower Gardens
would be the ideal place for the Holocaust memorial. | think it will create a garden of
conscience that links the Pankhurst statue to the Buxton memorial and the Holocaust
memorial, right by the Houses of Parliament. ...

It is the case that, when we are talking about the Holocaust memorial being not as nice as
the Buxton memorial, Viscount Swinton and Earl Jowitt both argued that the Buxton
memorial should not be placed in Victoria Tower Gardens because it was a Gothic

14



monstrosity and hideously ugly. ...

In this debate, we have heard almost every argument and its opposite: | want a learning
centre and a Holocaust memorial; | want only a Holocaust memorial; | want either of them
but both of them somewhere else; no one will come; everyone will come; the garden is too
tranquil; the garden is too full. That was followed by a series of arguments in which, in
short order, we heard that no children will ever go safely by this memorial, and that we do
not need to worry about all the people going there because anyone who goes to the
learning centre will end up drowning, as the waters will rise and we will have to flee for our
lives. These are all points that were seriously made. It was further argued that Parliament
will have to be adjourned; the people in it will be burned to death; that they will be rendered
unconscious by terrorists hiding gas in their rectum; and that people will be trampled
underfoot. ...

col 219GC In addition, it was said that people will be trampled to death in the communal
areas and poisoned with Novichok. These are all points that were made seriously, and that
could apply, of course, to any structure. We are talking about building a reasonably modest
structure near Parliament, with four rooms underneath it. We have managed to build
nuclear power stations, railways and shopping centres in this country, almost all of them
without all these terrible consequences happening because people are able to organise
themselves and plan things so that disasters are coped with.

We absolutely have the capability of doing that with this centre. These are all alarmist ideas
that will not come to pass. This is an extremely simple proposal for a very fitting memorial.
| can understand why people might not want it, particularly if they live nearby, but it is a
fitting response to the Holocaust and it is in the right place.

Lord Blencathra: My Lords, my noble friend Lord Finkelstein said that this is a modest
memorial. It may be a modest underground centre, which is inadequate for the purpose,
but it is 23 giant bronze fins that will dominate the park. ...

Baroness Deech: ... | do not belong to that small group of people who think that any old
memorial will do, as long as we get one. Let me remind your Lordships that we already
have at least half a dozen Holocaust memorials in this country and at least 21 learning
centres, including the much-praised one set up by the grandfather of the noble Lord, Lord
Finkelstein. | cannot see anything going up in VTG that will better that. ...

col 220GC On flooding, | defer, of course, to the masterly presentation by the noble
Baroness, Lady Walmsley. The trouble with all the pictures we have seen of the proposed
memorial is that it is always in the sunshine, and it is always sketches. Rain and inclement
weather seem never to be considered in the plans. For example, the promoters have
mentioned gatherings of hundreds of people on the sloping entrance to the learning centre,
but in reality, would they stand there for hours in the rain, especially if they are elderly? ...
Visitors’ lives are being put at risk to make a political point about the Westminster location,
which is the source of all the trouble. ...

col 225GC Lord Blencathra: ... When | look at the representations of the fins, they do not
seem to be entirely modest. They are absolutely massive. [Lord Finkelstein] said that they
are appropriate. | ask those with strong Jewish heritage whether they have ever heard the
figure of 23 or 22—the gaps—mentioned before. All my life, the only figure which mattered
for the Holocaust was 6 million Jews slaughtered, massacred, killed. The idea is that these
giant fins are somehow appropriate because the gaps between them represent 22
countries. Has any noble Lord in this Committee ever heard of that before, apart from in
this planning application? To my knowledge, neither 23 fins nor 22 gaps have anything to
do with Jewish history. If we want something appropriate, it must represent 6 million Jews
slaughtered. ...

col 227GC Lord Finkelstein: Just to clarify the point on “reasonably modest”, it has been
a reasonable subject for discussion and obviously opinions will differ about how big this
ought to be. ... | was just observing that we manage, as humanity, to cope with quite a lot
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of building and this is, on the scale of many of the things that we build, “reasonably
modest”. ...

col 232GC Lord Khan of Burnley: ...This Government, like their predecessors, believe
that a Holocaust memorial and learning centre is essential, and we believe that Victoria
Tower Gardens is the right place to build it. We make no apology for this proposal. The
attempt by a European nation to use all the machinery of a modern state to exterminate
the Jewish people must not be forgotten or diminished.

Designing a memorial that can adequately convey the significance of the Holocaust is, of
course, a great challenge. The design we are proposing arises from an international
competition with more than 90 entrants and from extensive consultation, including with
Holocaust survivors. | believe it is powerful, striking and moving. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-11/debates/72A33140-C760-43DE-8F6E-
E702C25470CE/HolocaustMemorialBill

The National Audit Office report referred to above by Viscount Eccles can be read at
https://www.nao.orq.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Investigation-into-the-management-
of-the-Holocaust-Memorial-and-Learning-Centre.pdf

Assurance 10, referred to above by the Lord Bishop of St Albans, can be read aat
https://www.qov.uk/government/publications/holocaust-memorial-bill-government-
response-to-the-house-of-lords-select-committee-report/holocaust-memorial-bill-
government-response-to-the-house-of-lords-select-committee-report
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See also Commons written answers 32777 and 32778 “Food: West Bank”, 33372
“Food: Occupied Territories”, and 36249 “Armed Forces: Palestine Action” that are
included in the Home Affairs section above.

Westminster Hall Debate

Israeli-Palestinian Peace: International Fund

col 354WH Ste Yemm (Labour): ... One of the most violent cycles of Israeli-Palestinian
conflict in history, the largest since 1973, has drawn to a halt and it is now critical that we
redouble our efforts to make this a lasting peace. The atrocities and massive loss of life
we have seen on and since 7 October cannot happen again. ...

The recent news has been packed with talk of various reconstruction plans and
Government summits, but the current debate is neglected and a vital pathway to peace—
that is, the involvement of Israeli and Palestinian civil society. The international fund for
Israeli-Palestinian peace is at its core an initiative designed to give agency to those often
overlooked grassroots communities of Israel and Palestine. It plans to mobilise
international investment in regional peacebuilding projects and, in doing so, will tackle
unaddressed drivers of this terrible conflict. That is why the Government’s commitment to
the fund has been such a groundbreaking move and why our continued support will be
critical. ...

One great advantage of the fund is the opportunity that it presents for British leadership
abroad. ... Seizing the initiative on civil society reconciliation in Israel and Palestine by
championing the fund would be yet another demonstration of that power in a notably
resource-efficient way. ... Innocent Palestinians have suffered the catastrophic loss of
their loved ones, homes and livelihoods; and at the same time in Israel the images of the
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hostages are burned into the national consciousness, and the scars of 7 October will be
felt for generations to come.

col 355WH Therefore ... | ask that Members allow accounts from victims to always be
heard. ... | make clear my view that anyone who considers themselves to be on the side
of peace should respect the testimony of innocents on both sides. ...

Anneliese Dodds (Labour Co-op): ... Is [Steve Yemm] aware of the fact that the British
Co-operative Group has been working hard, with the Co-operative party, on tangible
measures to support peace and economic development, including the Wahat al-
Salam/Neve Shalom peace village? ...

Steve Yemm: | agree that co-operatives and co-operation are incredibly important with
regard to this fund and that we lose sight at our peril of the value of any civil society actors,
including co-operatives. ...

col 356WH Gregory Campbell (DUP): ... | just have a word of caution for him on the
comparison between the middle east and Northern Ireland. Yes, the International Fund for
Ireland made a difference, but the scale of the schism in the middle east caused by 7
October and the scale of the rebuild that will be required in Gaza are such that a fund
many times greater than the IFI will be needed to make any meaningful difference in the
middle east.

Steve Yemm: | very much agree that we need to address the scale of the issue ...
Democracy is one of the strongest tools that we have in the quest for peace, not just in
ensuring that our Government do their part, but in giving disenfranchised people a say in
their future. ...

| have personally engaged with Israel’s democratic tradition in my recent meetings with
Yair Golan, the leader of the opposition Democrats party. He is an inspiring man who has
put his life on the line, and he has been a clear and consistent voice for peace and security.
| also welcome Israel’s continued engagement with the UK, but democracy will not be built
and maintained unless there is a strong coalition of ordinary people and communities to
safeguard it. Peacebuilding is about not just summits and large state initiatives, but the
day-to-day work of people on the ground doing their utmost to set the conditions for the
ending of hostilities.

We know that the Government are ultimately interested in peace in the middle east and
are taking a long-term view to achieve that end. We have seen momentum build among
G7 countries behind an international fund. ... The UK has the opportunity to take action
and provide leadership. ...

col 357WH Jim Shannon (DUP): ... It is important that we focus on the most innocent
victims of this enduring conflict—the children. Their futures are being compromised by the
ongoing violence around them ... For Israeli children, especially those living in border
towns such as Sderot, which has been known as the bomb shelter capital of the world for
more than 25 years, and in other communities within range of regular Hamas missile fire,
life is lived under constant threat of attack. These children go to school knowing that at
any moment a missile could be launched at them. Many of them suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder, and their education and daily life are continually disrupted by air raid
sirens, evacuations and nights spent in bomb shelters.

At the same time, the children of Gaza are also being denied their hopes and dreams.
Their education has been disrupted because their schools have been systematically used
by Hamas and other terrorist organisations as military installations. Too many of these
children grow up being indoctrinated into extremist ideologies, rather than hearing the
promise of peace. If we are to foster a generation that chooses peace over war, we must
ensure that children on both sides have access to education that is free from the toxic
legacies of violence and hatred. This is where an international fund could play a role. It
could invest in educational programmes to promote and instil co-existence, tolerance and
economic unity.
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Any such fund must be administered with transparency and accountability. Given what we
already know about the politicised nature of the many NGOs operating in the region, it is
very important that funds are not diverted towards movements that do not work towards
peace. The foundation of that work must be a democratic Gaza, free from the influence of
Hamas terrorism, and a complete rejection of Hamas’ vision of the destruction of the state
of Israel.

Parents in Gaza and Israel are exhausted from burying children and loved ones. ... If we
believe in a future where Israeli and Gazan children can grow up without fear of one
another, we need decisive action. ...

col 358WH Luke Akehurst (Labour): ... | am proud that before being elected, | worked
for 13 years as the director of an organisation called We Believe in Israel. However, it was
not just a pro-Israel organisation; it was committed to a two-state solution and national
self-determination for both peoples, Jews and Palestinians. ... | have seen many examples
of magnificent work to promote peace and co-existence, and | have met many inspiring
Israeli and Palestinian voices for peace. ...

It also means that the appalling terrorist attacks on 7 October 2023 and the subsequent
dreadful war do not just relate to places that | have only seen on the news; they have
affected communities and families that | have visited and met. One of the things | find most
painful is that the communities that bore the brunt of the attacks on 7 October were
communities that were deeply committed to co-existence and to helping their neighbours
in Gaza. ...

We need to launch a diplomatic process towards ending the conflict, but it cannot just be
a top-level diplomatic process between leaders; it must involve a grassroots diplomatic
and co-existence process that marginalises the enemies of peace with a new strategy. We
need to find organisations like Roots that bring together Israelis and Palestinians and build
genuine understanding between them, that educate communities away from the ideologies
and ideas of violence and bring them towards the ideas of peace and co-existence. ...

Preet Kaur Gill (Labour Co-op): ... The past 18 months have been the most painful for
the people of Israel and Palestine—on 7 October the worst massacre of Jews in one day
since the holocaust, death and destruction in Gaza on an intolerable scale, and the torment
of hostages held in chains for more than 500 days.

The ceasefire must continue to hold, the hostages taken by Hamas must be unconditionally
released, and desperately needed aid must be allowed to reach innocent Gazans. Out of
the rubble of the conflict, we must vow to create the conditions for peace. Our goal has to
be a two-state solution, with a safe and secure Israel alongside a viable and independent
Palestine.

How do we get there? First, we have to learn the lessons from the past. For decades,
diplomats and politicians have invested countless hours in trying to achieve peace from
the top down. Each effort ultimately failed. Why?

col 3569WH Because neither community felt that it had a real partner for peace. Without
public support, even well-intentioned leaders cannot impose a lasting peace from the top
down. ...

| think of Middle East Entrepreneurs of Tomorrow, a pioneering summer school programme
that has supported more than 800 Israeli and Palestinian young adults in learning
computer science, social entrepreneurship and leadership skills. MEET is just one of
hundreds of such programmes that have emerged since the signing of the Oslo accords.
We know that they work. Just look at the data: 80% of participants in a dialogue project
were more willing to work for peace, 71% reported more trust and empathy for the other,
and 77% had a greater belief that reconciliation is possible. ...

With the UK’s support in building peace from the bottom up by tackling the fear and mistrust
that has only grown since 7 October, we stand a chance of learning the lessons of the past
and making sure that the next effort at top-down diplomacy succeeds. We owe it to the
people of Israel and Palestine.
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Dan Tomlinson (Labour): ... | strongly welcome the ceasefire in Gaza, the release of
hostages—including the British hostage Emily Damari—and the increased flow of aid into
the region, which must continue. The ceasefire undoubtedly marks a crucial moment of
relief after 17 months of devastating conflict started by the massacre committed by Hamas
on 7 October. Too many have lost their lives and countless others have been displaced,
injured or traumatised. ...

The path to peace runs primarily through political resolutions, political will, and reaching a
mutual understanding of the rights and freedoms that should be afforded to both Israelis
and Palestinians, but we know that civil society organisations can also play a crucial role.
In fact, the political route to peace is made easier if attitudes on the ground shift.

col 360WH Ayoub Khan (Independent): We have recently heard about the Arab summit
contributing $53 billion to support redevelopment and restructuring within the Gaza strip.
Does the hon. Member agree that recognising the state of Palestine first, and then
discussing funding packages, would prevent the nonsense that we constantly hear, from
Trump and others, about the riviera?

Dan Tomlinson: ... we cannot lose sight of the need for a two-state solution—for Palestine
to exist alongside Israel. ...

We know that civil society organisations shape attitudes on the ground, and that is crucial.
Even now, they are integral to resolving the conflict, with programmes that create new
ideas, leaders and political dynamics, fostering mutual understanding and advocacy. ...

Kevin Bonavia (Labour): ... The attention of the world has naturally been drawn to the
destruction and the suffering of the peoples of both Palestine and Israel since the
devastating Hamas attacks and throughout the subsequent war. | believe that the UK has
a unique contribution to make in the area of civil society and people-to-people
peacebuilding in Israel and Palestine. In the mid-1980s, when a political peace process
was non-existent, the international community decided to intervene at the grassroots level

with the International Fund for Ireland. Expert effort was put into investing in civil society
to create the social, economic and political foundations for peace. Twelve years later, the
landscape in Northern Ireland was transformed, with genuine constituencies for peace.
That allowed the negotiation of the Good Friday agreement. ...

col 361WH Today, we have an opportunity to play a similar role in a similarly intractable
conflict. ...

Sharon Hodgson (Labour): ... Several decades ago, the conflicts in Northern Ireland and
Israel-Palestine bore strong parallels to each another. They both faced large-scale terrorist
insurgencies with urban warfare tactics that had never been seen before, deeply polarised
populations and horrific damage wrought on innocent lives. Most importantly, they shared
the fact that many sceptics painted the fighting as the product of ancient and intractable
religious disputes, and thus hand-waved away any prospects of peace. But today they look
very different. Opposed interests on the island of Ireland now have a legitimate political
channel and dialogue through the provisions of the Good Friday agreement, while conflicts
between those on the territory of Israel and Palestine arguably reached their highest
intensity in over half a century prior to the recent ceasefires. ...

Although negotiations over Israel and Palestine, such as those that led to the Oslo accords,
have been largely top down and sometimes entirely secret projects of men in smoke-filled
rooms, the Good Friday agreement was far more inclusive, paying attention to left-out
voices, the unconvinced women and the international community. Much of the credit for
getting civil society engaged in Ireland must go to the International Fund for Ireland, which
our own Jonathan Powell has called “the great unsung hero of the peace process”.

col 362WH Fact-finding visits to Northern Ireland by lIsraeli and Palestinian non-
governmental organisations found that the IFI's strategic approach to funding—with
an independent body, tight public-private donor co-ordination and field officers from the
affected communities—made all the difference. Civil society was the glue that brought
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communities together and has continued to hold them together despite the increased
uncertainty of recent years. ...

Jon Pearce (Labour): ... In recent months, there have been hours of debate in this place
about how the UK can best contribute towards peace in the middle east following the
horrific scenes of death, destruction and suffering on 7 October and the subsequent war
in Gaza.

After the last serious peace process failed in 2014, it was said that “the negotiations did
not fail because the gaps were too wide, but because the level of trust was too low.”
Today, trust is in even shorter supply and neither leadership is in a position or has a
mindset to make the painful compromises that peace and a two-state solution will
inevitably entail. That is a challenge for all of us who want to kick-start the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, and it is a challenge that only such a bottom-up initiative,
rooted not in the halls of power but in civil society, can seriously resolve. ...

| saw the potential when | visited Israel and Palestine on such an initiative in July 2023. |
met organisations and NGOs run on a shoestring that dedicate their work to providing
spaces for Israelis and Palestinians to meet and work together outside the confines of
conflict. EcoPeace, for example, brings together Israelis, Palestinians and Jordanians to
forge new and creative solutions to climate change in a region increasingly co-dependent
on natural resources. | met young Palestinian activists in Ramallah who are working to
train the next generation of political leaders for the long-awaited Palestinian Authority
elections and a more democratically engaged and pluralistic Palestinian future. Supporting
such civil society groups is how we can play our part in changing attitudes on the ground
in Israel and Palestine. ...

col 363WH Alex Ballinger (Labour): ... Last month, | had the privilege to visit Israel and
the west bank. We were unable to go to Gaza, but we visited area C of the west bank,
where we saw a lot of Israeli settler violence and some of the demolitions in East
Jerusalem. We also had the privilege of meeting some of the families of the hostages, as
well as Aviva Siegel, who had the very difficult experience of leaving her husband behind
when she was released.

In many ways, it is completely understandable that the trauma and suffering on both sides
of the conflict have led to such a polarisation of views, which is reflected in the polls. We
saw it in our conversations with members of the Knesset, where we heard extreme views
on continuing the occupation for generations and justifying what Israel is doing on the west
bank. ...

The good work of ALLMEP is well known, and we should recognise that its work is being
harmed by the United States Agency for International Development cuts of recent weeks.
It is now important that the UK steps up to support these organisations. ...

Peter Prinsley (Labour): ... Decades of violence and displacement in Israel and Palestine
have created psychological scars that will take generations to heal. For lIsraelis, the
collective trauma of 7 October is still all too painful. Magen Inon is an Israeli peace activist
whose parents were killed on 7 October, and he writes that “it feels as if a flash flood of
blood engulfs the landscape and my grief is one small branch caught in the current.
Everyone | know from my childhood has a horror story to tell.”

Palestinians are reeling from the terrible destruction and loss of life in the Gaza strip, tying
into a wider historical experience of displacement. This cannot be described as post-
traumatic stress, because the trauma is ongoing. Gaza does not have “pre” and “post”.
The effects of trauma on peacebuilding cannot be overstated. Traumatised populations
are likely to support violent and armed extremist groups. Trauma leads to a siege mentality
and increased anger, and trauma means a continual drain on grassroots pressure for the
ending of the conflict. It is vital that peacebuilding initiatives help to end these cycles of
trauma and introduce a path towards healing and lasting peace.

col 364WH The newly proposed international fund will help us to do that, anditis critical
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that we build momentum for it today. Civil organisations in Israel and Palestine are already
working with people who are terribly traumatised, while living with their own personal
traumas under the harsh daily realities they face. Each day, organisations such as
Combatants for Peace, the Middle East Children’s Institute and the Holy Land Trust tackle
the profound scars left by the cycles of war. ...

Brian Mathew (Liberal Democrat): ... The Liberal Democrats have long called for a two-
state solution to the conflict in the middle east based on the 1967 borders. In the immediate
term, the current ceasefire in Gaza must be maintained, and both sides must advance
talks on phase 2. That must include the release of all remaining hostages, including the
bodies of hostages killed in Hamas captivity, and it must ensure that aid can flood into
Gaza to relieve the suffering of Palestinians after 18 months of devastation.

The UK Government must also urgently engage with the Israeli Government to ensure they
reopen aid routes and the supply of electricity, in line with Israel’s obligations under
international law. Their decision to blockade and stop electricity entering Gaza is wrong,
and it will only exacerbate the suffering of the Palestinians in the strip.

Beyond the immediate maintenance and progression of the ceasefire, a just, long-term
peace must include the immediate recognition of the state of Palestine. ...

We must also work closely with those Israelis and Palestinians who are advocating for a
just peace based on a two-state solution, which would bring security and dignity for all.
There is no future for peace in the region unless moderate voices can influence and frame
discussions on what a peace settlement looks like. That means addressing the sources of
resentment and fear for Israelis and Palestinians, weakening Hamas’s influence in Gaza
and the west bank, and responding robustly to illegal and often violent Israeli settler
encroachments on Palestinian land. This should include the UK Government legislating to
cease trade with illegal settlements in Palestinian territory.

col 365WH We must also work with the international community to identify future
democratic leaders of Palestine, with a view to having swift elections in Palestine as soon
as possible in the hope of uniting Gaza and the west bank under one democratically
elected vote. ...

Over the past decade, there has been a stark absence of diplomatic efforts to address the
core issues of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In that chasm, civil society organisations have
played a vital role in promoting peace, justice and equality. Those organisations are
advocates for diplomacy and non-violence within both societies. They educate and
mobilise their communities, generate momentum for peace beyond formal political
structures, reduce the political risk of new ideas, influence shifting public opinion and
contribute directly to political and diplomatic solutions. ...

The middle east stands at a critical crossroads. Although the fragile ceasefire still holds,
destabilising rhetoric and actions threaten efforts towards de-escalation, diplomacy and
conflict resolution. ...

The UK must work with our allies in Europe, and with regional partners in the middle east,
to support the maintenance of the ceasefire, to secure the release of the remaining
hostages and to give Gaza the aid its suffering people need. ...

Wendy Morton (Conservative): ... We are all appalled by Hamas’s cynical move to
continue holding hostages as human bargaining chips. Those individuals, their families
and loved ones have all experienced unimaginable pain over the last 500 days and more.
The world has been watching as the hostages released so far have returned to their homes
and loved ones. Of course, many have not returned alive. We continue to call on Hamas
to immediately release the remaining hostages, who have already suffered so deeply. That
is key to a sustainable end to the conflict.

col 366WH | would be grateful if the Minister could update us on his latest discussions with
Israel, the US, the UAE and other regional players to help the parties reach agreement on
phase 2 of the ceasefire. ...
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The Prime Minister has pledged his support for establishing an international fund for Israeli-
Palestinian peace, and for the plans to hold an inaugural meeting in London. We all aspire
to peace in the region, and the fund was first endorsed by the Conservative Government
in 2018. When will the inaugural meeting take place, and who will be a party to those
discussions?

On peace more broadly, we understand that the Government share our view that Hamas
can have no role in the future governance of Gaza, but we have had very little detail on
how they plan to help achieve a post-Hamas Gaza. ... Hamas have extensively repressed
civil society in Gaza, stamped out political opposition and arbitrarily arrested journalists.
What discussions has the Minister had with Israeli and regional partners on the future
governance of Gaza? ...

The Abraham accords signed in 2020 were a welcome step that normalised relations
between Israel and the other regional actors. ...

Between 2021 and 2023, the UK’s conflict, stability and security fund helped over 18,000
Palestinians at risk of eviction to protect their property rights. We strengthened economic
opportunity by funding key water infrastructure and we launched the UK-Palestinian tech
hub. Between 2015 and 2020, UK official development assistance supported 70,000
children to gain a decent education, and it also supported the middle east peace process,
a £30 million programme that ran between 2015 and 2019. The UK is a party outside the
region, but it is an important player with key historical links that act as a connector. ...

col 367WH What role does the Minister envisage the UK playing in the reconstruction of
Gaza? How will we work together with regional allies? ... For a lasting peace, Palestinians
need the same liberties that their neighbours enjoy in Israel. That involves reforming the
Palestinian Authority. ...

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs (Hamish Falconer): ... Securing peace in the middle east is a
priority that | know we share across the House. The agreement to end the fighting in Gaza
was a major step forward. As many have said, ending combat operations and increasing
aid for Gazans, as well as the release of hostages—38 so far—was vital. ...

The ceasefire has made an enormous difference to the lives of both Palestinians and
Israelis, and we want it to continue. ... We think that a ceasefire going through all three
phrases, with all of the difficult politics and all of the difficult compromises that that will
require, is a vital part of building trust between the two communities. The Prime Minister
has been absolutely clear: the decision to block aid going into Gaza is completely wrong.
Aid should not be used as a political tool. ...

col 368WH James Frith (Labour): ... Does the Minister agree that peacebuilding funds
that rebuild Gaza are not just for humanitarian efforts but are a regional step towards the
normalisation of peace and an independent Palestinian state free from Hamas? ...

Hamish Falconer: ... It is important to make a distinction between the vital humanitarian
aid into Gaza and efforts to support civil society, which necessarily will be less focused on
the immediate humanitarian support required and the reconstruction, which he rightly says
will be necessary in Gaza, and more focused on the efforts that many have referred to as
bottom-up—trying to ensure that both communities see bridges to each other. ...

Jim Shannon: ... When it comes to the moneys, there obviously has not been much, and
it must be ensured that it goes far and wide. | think the issue has been debated in the
past—that money has been diverted by certain terrorist groups. What we need is
transparency to ensure that the moneys that are allocated are safely distributed to the right
people for the right purposes.

col 369WH Hamish Falconer: | agree ... To be clear, we imagine this international fund
being of a much smaller magnitude than the much larger funds that would be required for
humanitarian assistance or the reconstruction of Gaza. ...

... we welcome the Arab plan. We think it has considerable merit and is a good place to
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start in thinking through the vital questions of reconstruction and the future governance of
Gaza.

| am happy to confirm ... that we see no role for Hamas in the future governance of
Gaza. ...

The Palestinian Authority are clearly very important in all of this. They are the authoritative
voice for the Palestinian people. We are committed to supporting them through their
journey of reform, which is vital. We have given £5 million to support their reform
initiatives. ...

Adnan Hussain (Independent): ... does [the Minister] agree that there must be steps
taken to ensure that Israel is held accountable for its violations of international law? In
doing so, will he commit to taking steps to begin ending the UK’s military support to Israel?

col 270WH Hamish Falconer: | have commented on the question of international law, and
indeed on arms suspension ... | stand by those remarks. ...

UK support has meant that over half a million people have received essential healthcare.
Some 647,000 people have received food, and 284,000 have had improved access to
water, sanitation and hygiene services. Humanitarian needs, however, cannot be solved
by short-term solutions. | will conclude by saying that we reaffirm our support for a credible
pathway towards peace, leading to a two-state solution where Israelis and Palestinians
live side by side in peace, dignity and security, and we agree on the merits of an
international fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/0BC095FB-6732-40B9-
BB66-BB1E1EC062C2/Israeli-PalestinianPeacelnternationalFund

House of Commons Oral Answer

Prime Minister’s Questions

Zarah Sultana (Independent) [903153] In October 2023 in an interview with LBC, the
Prime Minister said: “I think Israel does have that right”’, when asked whether cutting off
power and water to Gaza was appropriate. For 11 days now, Israel has blocked the entry
of vital goods and aid into Gaza, subjecting over 2 million people to collective punishment
and starvation. Israel’s decision to cut off electricity to a plant supplying drinking water to
half a million people is yet another blatant violation of international law, and further
evidence of genocide against the Palestinian people. In the light of these facts, does the
Prime Minister still maintain that Israel is not committing genocide?

The Prime Minister: | am really appalled by Israel blocking aid when it is needed

at greater volume and speed than it has ever been needed. Blocking goods,

supplies and power entering Gaza risks breaching international humanitarian law

and it should not be happening, and we are doing everything we can to alleviate

that situation.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/96ED78C9-70A5-40F1-
B132-8BA540FFECCB/Engagements#contribution-152DE25A-CF7F-49F0-A482-
85AD50DC885A

House of Commons Written Answers

Palestinians: Fire and Rescue Services
Stephen Gethins (SNP) [36087] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 17 December to
Question 18869 on Palestinians: Fire and Rescue Services, what progress he has made
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on discussions with Israeli counterparts to ensure the successful delivery of this donation.
Hamish Falconer: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development (FCDO) Officials
have raised the matter of this donation directly with the Israeli authorities and are
working with colleagues in the Scottish Government to resolve the matter.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-06/36087

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-09/18869

Israel: Hamas
Sarah Champion (Labour) [35264] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 26 February 2025 to
Question 30101 on Israel: Hamas, which partners are reporting and monitoring aid losses;
and whether their assessments will be published.
Hamish Falconer: The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)
maintains regular communication with the UN, like-minded donors, and our other
partners to understand the risk of aid losses and share approaches to mitigation.
We consistently communicate our expectation that losses are reported to us
proactively, in line with our signed agreements - with which they comply fully. The
FCDO's Fraud Investigations Team ensures robust investigations take place where
loss is identified, and works with our partners to understand ongoing risks and learn
lessons from all cases. Individual investigation reports and outcomes are
confidential, but details of total losses, along with details of any loss over £300,000,
are published in the FCDO's Annual Report and Accounts.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-04/35264

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30101

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid
Kanishka Narayan (Labour) [34948] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment his Department has
made of the potential impact of Israel's decision to restrict access into Gaza on
humanitarian outcomes in that area.
Hamish Falconer: We are deeply concerned at the announcement that Israel has
halted all humanitarian aid from entering Gaza. As per the UK Government's
statement on 5 March, with France and Germany, the entry of lifesaving aid should
never be contingent on a ceasefire or used as a political tool. A halt on goods and
supplies entering Gaza, such as that announced by the Government of Israel would
risk violating International Humanitarian Law. It is vital that the ceasefire is
sustained, all the hostages are released, and continued flows of humanitarian aid
to Gaza are ensured.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-03/34948

Israel: Palestinians
Anna Dixon (Labour) [35971] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to help protect the rights of
Palestinian minors currently detained by Israel.
Hamish Falconer: The plight of children affected by the war in Gaza is deeply
distressing. We are deeply concerned by reports of the mistreatment of detainees.
The UK continues to reiterate calls for Israel to allow the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) unfettered and immediate access to detention facilities.
We continue to raise this with the Israeli government as a priority. The UK reaffirms
our support for the ICRC as the only humanitarian actor with the experience,
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capability, independence and mandate to carry out their important responsibilities.
We believe it is critical that the ICRC is given regular access to detainees to deliver
on their independent visiting role, as enshrined within the 1949 Geneva
Conventions.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-05/35971

The Geneva Conventions, referred to above by Andy Slaughter, can be read at
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/qeneva-conventions-1949additional-
protocols-and-their-commentaries

UK Parliament Early Day Motion

Ellie Chowns (Green) [938] Provision of essential humanitarian supplies, electricity
and water sanitation in Gaza — That this House condemns the Israeli Government’s
decision of 3 March 2025 to halt the entry of all humanitarian aid and commercial supplies,
including fuel and food, to Gaza, and its decision of 9 March 2025 to cut off electricity to
Gaza’s main desalination plant; recognises that these actions violate international
humanitarian law and amount to collective punishment of 2.2 million people in Gaza for
the terrible crimes committed against Israeli and other citizens by Hamas; records that
Gaza was already experiencing a water and sanitation catastrophe following
overwhelming damage and destruction of water and sanitation infrastructure due to the
Israeli Defence Force’s military operations and the ongoing unlawful blockade; further
recognises that Amnesty International has described these actions as inhumane and
unlawful; considers these actions to be evidence that the Israeli Government is deliberately
imposing conditions of life calculated to bring about the physical destruction of Palestinians
in Gaza, an act prohibited under the Genocide Convention; and calls on the UK
Government to take steps to prevent genocide, as it is obligated to do, including through
implementing a full arms embargo on Israel, working to secure comprehensive sanctions
against Israel and other actions to hold Israel accountable for grave breaches of
international law.

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63311

The Genocide Convention, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.un.org/en/qgenocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention
%200n%20the %20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200f%20the % 20Crime %200f%
20Genocide.pdf

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

“More than a human can bear”: Israel's systematic use of sexual, reproductive and
other forms of gender-based violence since October 2023

Israel has increasingly employed sexual, reproductive and other forms of gender-based
violence against Palestinians as part of a broader effort to undermine their right to self-
determination and carried out genocidal acts through the systematic destruction of sexual
and reproductive healthcare facilities, according to a new report issued today by the UN
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and Israel.

The report documents a broad range of violations perpetrated against Palestinian women,
men, girls and boys across the Occupied Palestinian Territory since 7 October 2023 that
constitutes a major element in the ill-treatment of Palestinians and are part of the unlawful
occupation and persecution of Palestinians as a group.

“The evidence collected by the Commission reveals a deplorable increase in sexual and
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gender-based violence,” said Navi Pillay, Chair of the Commission. “There is no escape
from the conclusion that Israel has employed sexual and gender-based violence against
Palestinians to terrorise them and perpetuate a system of oppression that undermines their
right to self-determination.” ...

The report found that sexual and gender-based violence — which has risen in frequency
and severity — is being perpetrated across the Occupied Palestinian Territory as a strategy
of war for Israel to dominate and destroy the Palestinian people.

Specific forms of sexual and gender-based violence — such as forced public stripping and
nudity, sexual harassment including threats of rape, as well as sexual assault — comprise
part of the Israeli Security Forces’ standard operating procedures toward Palestinians.
Other forms of sexual and gender-based violence, including rape and violence to the
genitals, were committed either under explicit orders or with implicit encouragement by
Israel’s top civilian and military leadership, the report said.

A climate of impunity also exists with regard to sexual and gender-based crimes committed
by Israeli settlers in the West Bank, with the aim of instilling fear into the Palestinian
community and expelling them.

“The exculpatory statements and actions by Israeli leaders and the lack of effectiveness
shown by the military justice system to prosecute cases and convict perpetrators send a
clear message to members of the Israeli Security Forces that they can continue committing
such acts without fear of accountability,” said Pillay. “In this context, accountability through
the International Criminal Court and national courts, through their domestic law or
exercising universal jurisdiction, is essential if the rule of law is to be upheld and victims
awarded justice.” ...

The Commission found that Israeli authorities have destroyed in part the reproductive
capacity of Palestinians in Gaza as a group through the systematic destruction of sexual
and reproductive healthcare, amounting to two categories of genocidal acts in the Rome
Statute and the Genocide Convention, including deliberately inflicting conditions of life
calculated to bring about the physical destruction of Palestinians and imposing measures
intended to prevent births. ...

The Commission found an increasing proportion of female fatalities in Gaza, which have
occurred at an unprecedented scale as a result of an Israeli strategy of deliberately
targeting residential buildings and using heavy explosives in densely populated areas. The
Commission also documented cases in which women and girls of all ages, including
maternity patients, were targeted - acts that constitute the crime against humanity of
murder and the war crime of wilful killing. ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/more-human-can-bear-israels-
systematic-use-sexual-reproductive-and-other

The Rome Statute, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-enq.pdf

The Geneva Conventions, referred to above, can be read at
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/qgeneva-conventions-1949additional-
protocols-and-their-commentaries

“More than a human can bear”: Israel's systematic use of sexual, reproductive and
other forms of gender-based violence since 7 October 2023 (A/HRC/58/CRP.6)
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-
regular/session58/a-hrc-58-crp-6.pdf
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On the brink: Women in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
“Do you want both your children buried together or in separate graves?”
Amal recalled seeing a mother near a Gaza hospital being asked the question after losing
two children in a single airstrike months ago. ...
“Here in Gaza, our hopes are limited. Before the ceasefire, we hoped to die together with
our children when the time comes, and prayed our bodies remain intact instead of ripping
to pieces,” Amal said. ...
The worst part is the uncertainty, Hala, a United Nations Human Rights protection worker,
asserted.
“Itis impossible to return to any kind of normalcy if you can’t at least count on the slaughter
being over,” Hala said. ...
Sixteen months of intensive military operations have killed over 48,000 Palestinians in
Gaza, according to the Gaza Ministry of Health, and devastated civilian infrastructure
including hospitals, schools, governance and justice institutions. Such destruction
predictably affects women disproportionally and causes gender-based violence to spike.
Women struggle more to secure their basic needs, feel the loss of public safety more
intensely, and bear the brunt of some of the worst coping mechanisms like early
marriage. ...
Less than a day after the birth of her daughter Salma, Arabic for “safe,” Shorouq was
already fleeing further south with a fresh incision, no painkillers, and a newborn. The
hospital was subject to an evacuation order, and an airstrike hit close to the makeshift
shelter where she lived. ...
In the Occupied West Bank, Palestinian women are facing their own unique challenges.
Based on monitoring by UN Human Rights, since 7 October 2023, violence by Israeli
security forces rose to levels unseen for decades. Entire communities have been displaced
due to intense militarized operations, increased house demolitions, and escalating settler
violence. Israeli raids and attacks on Palestinian communities in the West Bank have
become routine, including through the increasing use of airstrikes and other heavy military
weapons, which are not permitted where law enforcement framework applies.
According to testimonies, women repeatedly find themselves responsible for protecting
children and the elderly, while Israeli forces occupy homes as military bases during raids.
Some are used to shield Israeli forces from possible retaliation during searches. Women
human rights defenders report increased targeting through surveillance, arbitrary
detention, and ill-treatment.
According to UNFPA, there are 73,000 pregnant women in the West Bank, many of whom
encounter critical health risks due to movement restrictions and checkpoint closures,
severely limiting access to antenatal, postnatal, and delivery care. ...
Despite feeling targeted and depleted, Palestinian women in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory are finding ways to support each other and their communities.
“We are providing services to displaced communities while we are also displaced. They
have needs, but so do we,” Amal said. “The day | opened the Rafah branch of the
organization was the day after | received the news that my brother died because he could
not reach a hospital to get dialysis.”
To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/stories/2025/03/brink-women-occupied-palestinian-territory

UNRWA

UNRWA Commissioner General In Geneva: letting UNRWA implode will have grave
consequences

In Geneva today, | told the press that letting UNRWA implode because of the fierce
disinformation campaign, the Knesset legislation, and the suspension of funding by key
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donors will have grave consequences.
It would create a dangerous vacuum in the occupied Palestinian territory. It will also send
shockwaves through Jordan, Lebanon and Syria.
This would create an environment in which children are deprived of education, people lack
access to basic services. Such an environment would be fertile ground for exploitation and
extremism. This is a threat to peace and stability in the region and beyond.
Dismantling UNRWA abruptly will only deepen the suffering of Palestine Refugees, it will
not cancel their refugee status.
Alternatively, UNRWA can be supported to progressively conclude its mandate within the
framework of a political process leading to empowered and prepared Palestinian
institutions within the “two-State solution”.
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/unrwa-commissioner-general-
geneva-letting-unrwa-implode-will-have-grave

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children rm rep 0313.pdf

** Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0187/amend/crime policing pbc rm 0313.pdf

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

** Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Committee Stage, House of Lords (Second Day)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-11/debates/72A33140-C760-43DE-8F6E-
E702C25470CE/HolocaustMemorialBill
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Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Twentieth Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/a7b99ba9-554a-4eec-bf40-
0527f3235500/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwentiethSitting)

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Twenty First Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/5e88e02a-deab-4ce7-a81a-
7f660d92c23a/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwentyFirstSitting)

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Twenty Second Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/382c21a3-01b9-499e-af6b-
ff5e32f1adaa/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-SecondSitting)

Committee Stage, House of Commons (Twenty Third Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/183a24d69-edd8-4965-aa45-
5c22eb73f890/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-ThirdSitting)

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults rm pbc 0313.pdf

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

29


https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/a7b99ba9-554a-4eec-bf40-0527f3235500/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwentiethSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/a7b99ba9-554a-4eec-bf40-0527f3235500/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwentiethSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/5e88e02a-deab-4ce7-a81a-7f660d92c23a/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwentyFirstSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-11/debates/5e88e02a-deab-4ce7-a81a-7f660d92c23a/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwentyFirstSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/382c21a3-01b9-499e-af6b-ff5e32f1adaa/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-SecondSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/382c21a3-01b9-499e-af6b-ff5e32f1adaa/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-SecondSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/183a4d69-edd8-4965-aa45-5c22eb73f890/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-ThirdSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-12/debates/183a4d69-edd8-4965-aa45-5c22eb73f890/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Twenty-ThirdSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0313.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0313.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Third Reading, House of Lords

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-11/debates/BF205D47-8174-4FOE-AQF6-
CCEAF2722FEE/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0200/240200.pdf

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill

TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC))
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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