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Crime and Policing Bill: Second Reading
Kim Johnson (Labour): ... In recent years we have seen the introduction of a vast swathe
of anti-protest measures, including new police powers that have been used increasingly to
clamp down on freedom of assembly and expression. Those powers are being extended
yet again in the Bill. The Tories’ controversial Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act
2022, the Public Order Act 2023 and the “serious disruption” regulations all brought in
wide-ranging new powers. Those include allowing the police to impose “conditions” on any
protest that is deemed to be disruptive or to cause “serious annoyance” to the local
community, and sentences of up to 10 years in prison for damaging memorials such as
statues. Those of us who fought those measures tooth and nail have now seen our fears
realised, with clampdowns on the right to protest peacefully.
Last month the aggressive policing of the national Palestine protest led to the arrest of an
estimated 77 protesters. Even Members of this House were called in for police questioning,
as was an 87-year-old Holocaust survivor who was carrying flowers to lay for the dead
children of Gaza. We cannot underestimate the chilling impact that that heavy-handed
policing of peaceful protests will have on our basic rights and freedoms. From striking
workers to the national Palestine demos and farmers’ protests, huge demonstrations and
protests are becoming more commonplace across the political spectrum, as people across
the country and beyond feel that they are losing their voices in their workplaces and the
political sphere. Instead of continuing down that dangerous road, we should be taking the
opportunity that the Bill presents to roll back some of those powers, defend our civil
liberties, and restore our proud traditions of freedom of speech, expression, and
assembly. ...
In this country we have a proud tradition of standing up for what we believe in, but that has
increasingly come under threat, and measures in the Bill continue on that trajectory. | hope
that the Minister and Government will take those points on board and consider
amendments in Committee to roll back some of the draconian anti-protest legislation and
restore our civil liberties ...


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-10/debates/FBC378D8-E3CC-4ABF-
A1D2-DD6A8B2CD7F6/CrimeAndPolicingBill#contribution-3A9F1BCE-9721-48E2-A515-
CDF046ED8C87

The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022, referred to above, can be read at
https.:.//www.leqislation.qov.uk/ukpga/2022/32/contents

The Public Order Act 2023, referred to above, can be read at
https:.//www.leqislation.qov.uk/ukpga/2023/15/contents

The Serious Disruption Regulations, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/’2023/655/contents

House of Lords Personal Statement

Personal Statement
Lord Hamilton of Epsom (Conservative): My Lords, | apologise unreservedly for the
comments | made last week during the debate in Committee on the Holocaust Memorial
Bill. I realise that what | said was grossly insensitive, and | apologise to the Committee and
to the House.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-10/debates/912A5731-ECA5-498F-8FE4-
03A268EEDAAS5/PersonalStatement

The comments referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-
1E2C5EQ011170/HolocaustMemorialBill#contribution-55F43634-30CD-4AFF-9319-
B4AAAAE46604

and
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-
1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill#contribution-1D52125D-2F05-4B10-BOC8-
8947699B1E38

House of Lords Written Answers

The following three questions all received the same answer
Non-crime Hate Incidents

Lord Jackson of Peterborough (Conservative) [HL5118] To ask His Majesty's
Government whether they will publish the terms of reference for the review on the use and
effectiveness of non-crime hate incidents, conducted by the National Police Chiefs’
Council and supported by the College of Policing.
Lord Jackson of Peterborough (Conservative) [HL5119] To ask His Majesty's
Government when they expect the National Police Chiefs’ Council to publish their findings
from the review on the use and effectiveness of non-crime hate incidents.
Lord Jackson of Peterborough (Conservative) [HL5120] To ask His Majesty's
Government what opportunities there will be for stakeholders, including civil society
organisations, to contribute to the forthcoming review on the use and effectiveness of non-
crime hate incidents.

Lord Hanson of Flint: The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC), supported by

the College of Policing, will conduct a review on the use and effectiveness of non-

crime hate incidents.

The Government welcomes this review and will work closely with the NPCC and

the College as they develop their findings and any proposals. It will be for the NPCC

and the College of Policing to provide further details on the review in due course.
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15118
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15119
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15120

The following three questions all received the same answer
Non-crime Hate Incidents

Lord Lucas (Conservative) [HL5147] To ask His Majesty's Government what analysis, if
any, they have undertaken to measure the effectiveness of the police recording non-crime
hate incidents in reducing hate crime.
Lord Lucas (Conservative) [HL5148] To ask His Majesty's Government what analysis, if
any, they have undertaken to measure the effectiveness of the police recording non-crime
hate incidents in detecting hate crime.
Lord Lucas (Conservative) [HL5149] To ask His Majesty's Government whether the
College of Policing or the National Police Chiefs Council report to them about any analysis
those organisations have undertaken on the effectiveness of recording non-crime hate
incidents in (1) reducing, and (2) preventing, hate crime; and, if so, how often.

Lord Hanson of Flint: The Home Secretary is clear a consistent and common-

sense approach must be taken with NCHls.

The National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC), supported by the College of Policing,

is currently conducting a review on the use and effectiveness of NCHls.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15147
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15148
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15149

Islam
Lord Godson (Conservative) [HL5103] To ask His Majesty's Government whether the
Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government has a working definition of
Islamism.
Lord Hanson of Flint: In the context relevant to the Home Office's responsibility
for tackling Islamist extremism or terrorism the UK's counter-terrorism strategy
CONTEST says that Islamist terrorism is the threat or use of violence as a means
to establish a strict interpretation of an Islamic society.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15103

“It's Silent”: Race, racism and safeguarding children
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67cb0a9d5993d41513a45¢c5b/Race Raci
sm Safeqguarding March 2025.pdf

John Mason (Independent) [S6M-16744] International Day to Combat Islamophobia
2025 — That the Parliament notes that 15 March 2025 marks the International Day to
Combat Islamophobia, as designated by the UN; understands that this day highlights the
ongoing challenge of Islamophobia in society and the need to tackle prejudice,
discrimination and hate crimes against Muslim communities; acknowledges the significant
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contributions of Scotland’s Muslim communities in all areas of public life; condemns all
forms of anti-Muslim hatred and bigotry, and supports efforts to promote understanding,
tolerance and respect among all communities.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16744

TOP

Israel

See also the contribution to the Commons Second Reading Debate on the Crime
and Policing Bill that is included in the Home Affairs section above.

House of Commons Oral Answer

Syria
Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): ... Is [the Minister] able to make any comment on the
continuing presence of foreign troops in Syria? Russian, Turkish, American and Israeli
forces are presently occupying at least the demilitarised zone just beyond the Golan
heights. What pressure is being applied for the withdrawal of those forces and the
cessation of their military activities within Syria, to give Syria an opportunity to bring this
appalling period to a conclusion, hopefully with peace and justice in the future?
Hamish Falconer: The right hon. Gentleman is knowledgeable on these issues
and, as he says, there is a range of different military forces in Syria, under different
auspices. When there is a new, full Syrian Government, it will be for them to decide
which forces should be in their country. Let me be clear about the British position.
We have been of the view for a long time that the Russian and Iranian presence is
malign. It will be for the new authorities to work out whether they are prepared to
accept a continued Russian presence, given all the damage that that Russian
presence has done to the Syrians. In relation to the Israeli presence in the country,
to which he alludes, we have had assurances from the Israelis that that presence
will be temporary, and we expect them to stick to that.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-10/debates/B757635E-697A-4BOF-
AGE7-6B8E7E35F97D/Syria#contribution-1CBFDDEA-6C63-46F6-AB49-
D83E35C89741

House of Commons Written Answers

Hague Group

Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [34274] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential merits of the UK
joining the Hague Group.

Stephen Doughty: The UK has no current plans to join the Hague Group. The UK

is fully committed to international law and respects the independence of the

International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34274

Information about the Hague Group, referred to above, can be read at
https://act.progressive.international/english/

Occupied Territories: Unmanned Air Systems
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [34272] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
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and Development Affairs, whether UK surveillance drones have been flown from Jordan
over (a) Gaza and (b) the West Bank in Occupied Palestine.
Hamish Falconer: We are unable to comment on the detail of intelligence matters,
for operational security reasons.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34272

The following two questions both received the same answer
Israel: Arms Trade
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [33371] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the adequacy
of the steps his Department is taking to help prevent the use of UK-produced arms by
Israel in (a) Gaza and (b) the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [33373] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the adequacy
of the Government's policy towards UK arms trade with Israel in complying with Criterion
2a and Criterion 2c of the Strategic Export Licencing Criteria.
Hamish Falconer: The Government is committed to maintaining a robust and
transparent export control system. We will not grant an export licence if to do so
would be inconsistent with the Criteria, including respect for human rights and
International Humanitarian Law. The Criteria provide a thorough risk assessment
framework and require us to carefully consider the impact of the export of items and
their capabilities. As soon as the Foreign Secretary took office, he ordered a review
into Israel's compliance with International Humanitarian Law, which concluded that
there is a clear risk that UK export items might be used to commit or facilitate
serious violations of International Humanitarian Law. On 2 September 2024 we
suspended export licences to Israel for use in military operations in the Gaza
Conflict. This does not, however, include exports to the global F-35 programme.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/3337 1
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33373

The Criteria referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449

Middle East: Foreign Relations
Adam Jogee (Labour) [33247] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterparts in the Middle
East on (a) the territorial integrity of the West Bank and (b) the steps that will be taken to
ensure the establishment of a free, safe, independent and secure Palestine alongside a
safe and secure Israel.
Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary raised this issue when he spoke with
Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar on 22 January. Stability in the West Bank is crucial to
ensure the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. All sides should work to ensure a
lowering of tension in the West Bank at this time. We are of the clear view that Israel
should bring an end to its presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs)
as rapidly as possible - but this must be done in a way that creates the conditions
for negotiations towards the two-state solution. The UK will continue to work with
Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US, and regional partners to build consensus
for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework that supports
conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. We must give the people of the
West Bank and Gaza the political perspective of a credible route to a Palestinian
state and a new future, and it needs to be irreversible.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33247
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Occupied Territories: Christianity
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat) [34382] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the
situation of Christians in (a) Gaza and (b) the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and
whether he has made representations on that issue to the Palestinian Authority.
Hamish Falconer: The UK is pressing for a Palestinian-led process for recovery
and reconstruction in Gaza and a strong role for civil society. This is crucial to lay
the groundwork for inclusive governance, accountability, and transparency so that
the needs, desires, rights and freedoms and voices of all Gazans are protected,
including Christians. The Foreign Secretary has spoken with President Abbas and
the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority Mohammad Mustafa, and offered
the UK's support as his government implements much-needed reforms. An
effective Palestinian Authority is vital for lasting peace and progress towards a two-
state solution. Officials from the Consulate General in Jerusalem have regular
engagements with the Christian community in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,
including the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem, to understand the
impact of the conflict and Israeli occupation on Christian Palestinians. The UK
remains strongly committed to freedom of religious belief for all abroad. No one
should live in fear because of what they do or do not believe in.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34382

UNRWA: Finance
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [34213] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to the Prime Minister's Oral
Statement of 25 February 2025 on Defence and Security, Official Report, column 631,
what assessment he has made of the potential impact of the decision to reduce official
development assistance on future Government funding for UNWRA.
Hamish Falconer: Since the Foreign Secretary restored funding to the United
Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
in July 2024, the UK has committed £41 million this financial year to UNRWA to
deliver essential services for civilians in Gaza and the West Bank, and to
Palestinian refugees across the region. The UK is clear that UNRWA plays a vital
role in delivering essential services and humanitarian assistance, as well as
enabling the broader international response in Gaza through its logistics and
distribution network. As with all Official Development Assistance spend, new
allocations provided to delivery partners, including UNRWA, will be announced in
the usual way. The Prime Minister made clear in the House on 25 February that
this Government is proud of the UK's pioneering record on overseas development,
and we will continue to play a key humanitarian role in Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/34213

The Oral Statement referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/8BF58F19-B32B-4716-A613-
8D5738541A30/DefenceAndSecurity#tcontribution-DB32B970-42F2-4B1B-A92C-54CA0B28BA41

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid

Mary Glindon (Labour) [33431] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, with reference to the Oral Statement from the Minister for
Development of 28 January 2025 on Gaza: Humanitarian Situation, Official Report,
Column 185, what recent assessment he has made of the adequacy of supply of (a) tents,
(b) mattresses and (c) medical equipment in Gaza; and what diplomatic steps he is taking
to increase that supply.

Hamish Falconer: Despite the welcome ceasefire, the humanitarian situation in

Gaza remains extremely challenging. The UK is pressing Israel to increase the
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volume and type of goods, like shelter items and medical equipment, entering Gaza.
The Foreign Secretary raised this with Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar in a call on 22
January. On 31 January, we joined with Germany and France to call on Israel to
abide by its international obligations and live up to its responsibility to ensure full,
rapid, safe, and unhindered humanitarian assistance and the provision of basic
services to the civilian population. The Minister for Development also announced
£17 million in humanitarian funding on 28 January to ensure healthcare, food and
shelter reaches tens of thousands of civilians, and to rebuild vital infrastructure
across the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33431

The Oral Statement, and the announcement referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-
B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-86DFC18A-E70C-
4B1E-BC04-939158D216F3

The joint statement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qgovernment/news/e 3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
legislation-aqgainst-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near

The following four questions all received the same answer
Israeli Settlements
Andy McDonald (Labour) [33457] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether his Department has made an
assessment of the potential merits of (a) bringing forward legislative proposals and (b)
taking other steps to prohibit UK (i) nationals, (ii) companies and (iii) financial institutions
from conducting business (A) in and (B) with Israeli settlements in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories.
Andy McDonald (Labour) [33459] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has had discussions with Cabinet
colleagues on the potential merits of taking steps to prohibit UK-based investments in
Israeli (a) companies and (b) banks that are contributing to maintaining Israeli settlements
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Israeli Settlements: Import Controls
Andy McDonald (Labour) [33458] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether his Department has made an
assessment of the potential merits of (a) introducing tracking systems and (b) taking other
steps to prohibit UK trade in goods from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories.
Israeli Settlements: Exports

Andy McDonald (Labour) [33460] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential
implications for his policies of UK companies involved in (a) producing and (b) otherwise
developing (i) weapons, (ii) surveillance, (iii) policing equipment and (iv) technology for use
by Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Hamish Falconer: The UK Government considers Israeli settlements illegal under

international law and goods produced in these settlements are not entitled to benefit

from tariff and trade preferences under the UK's current trade agreements with the

Palestinian Authority and Israel. The UK Government does not encourage or offer

support to economic and financial activity in the settlements. We support accurate

labelling of settlement goods, so as not to mislead the consumer. We routinely

update our guidance to British businesses on the Overseas Business Risk website

and advise British businesses to bear in mind the UK Government's view on the

illegality of settlements under international law when considering their investments
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and activities in the region. The Government is committed to maintaining a robust
and transparent export control system. We will not grant an export licence if to do
so would be inconsistent with the Criteria, including respect for human rights and
international humanitarian law. The Criteria provide a thorough risk assessment
framework and require us to consider carefully the impact of the export of items and
their capabilities.
On 15 October 2024, the Foreign Secretary announced sanctions targeting three
illegal settler outposts and four organisations that have supported and sponsored
violence against communities in the West Bank. The Government does not
comment on future sanctions measures, as to do so would reduce their impact.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33457
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33459
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33458
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33460

The Overseas Business Risk website referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/overseas-business-risk-israel

The Criteria referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449

The sanctions announcement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/new-uk-sanctions-tarqet-illeqgal-outposts-and-
organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank

West Bank: Ceasefires
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [32265] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 28 January 2025 to
Question 25538 on West Bank: Ceasefires, if he will have discussions with his Israeli
counterpart on ensuring the de-escalation of violence in the West Bank.
Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary raised the need for de-escalation of
violence in the West Bank when he spoke with Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar on 22
January. Stability in the West Bank is crucial to ensure the fragile ceasefire in Gaza
can last. All sides should work to ensure a lowering of tension in the West Bank at
this time.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32265

The question referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25538

West Bank: Culture and Educational Institutions
Marsha De Cordova (Labour)To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts
on Israeli settler attacks on (a) schools, (b) higher education facilities and (c) cultural
institutions in the West Bank.
Hamish Falconer: We remain very concerned at the disproportionate impact of
violence on children, including in the West Bank: education is a priority sector. Any
destruction of cultural facilities is also highly concerning. We engage regularly with
non-governmental organizations and civil society, who are best placed to
communicate needs and rebuild their communities. The Foreign Secretary and |
have emphasised the importance of stability throughout all the Occupied Territories
to our Israeli counterparts. The Foreign Secretary raised Israel's ongoing operation
in Jenin and highlighted the risk that this undermines the Palestinian Authority when
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he spoke to Foreign Minister Sa'ar on 22 January. The Foreign Secretary also noted
the need for violent settlers to be held accountable.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34309

Israel: West Bank
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [34276] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what discussions the Prime Minister has had with his Israeli
counterpart on adhering to international law in the Occupied West Bank.
Hamish Falconer: This Government is clear that International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) must be upheld, and civilians protected, and the Government continues to
press Israeli counterparts on issues of international law compliance. Stability in the
West Bank is crucial to ensure the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34276

Israel: Syria
Chris Law (SNP) [34856] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to help international aid agencies provide (a)
humanitarian aid and (b) assistance to Syrian communities within areas occupied by Israeli
forces since 8 December 2024.
Hamish Falconer: The UK continues to provide vital support to Syrians in need in
Syria and across the region. Since the fall of Assad, we have announced a further
£62 million, bringing UK commitments to over £4.3 billion since the start of the
conflict. Through the United Nations (UN) and other international Non-
Governmental Organisations, we are providing food, healthcare, protection, and
other life-saving assistance. We continue to fund UN programmes that support
Syrians, including in areas which currently have an Israeli presence. We call on all
parties to support humanitarian access and prioritise the protection of civilians, as
well as humanitarian workers, in all regions of Syria.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-03-03/34856

House of Lords Committee

House of Lords (Hereditary Peers) Bill (Second Day)
Viscount Hailsham (Conservative): ... Take another example, this time from Israel.
There must be many members of Likud in the Knesset who are deeply opposed to Mr
Netanyahu’s policy on the West Bank and Gaza. Should they speak out? Of course they
should. ...
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-10/debates/23E93FAF-DBE8-4BC6-AE28-
8FCD4D3A10B6/HouseOfLords(HereditaryPeers)Bill#contribution-79D63B9D-6E66-
4224-BBA0-2707E2AC965F

House of Lords Written Answer

Gaza: Israel
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL5089] To ask His Majesty's Government what
assessment they have made of the reliability of the war-related death statistics issued by
the Hamas-run Ministry of Health in Gaza since 7 October 2023.
Lord Collins of Highbury: Like many of our partners, we use data from United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) to report on
daily casualties in the current Gaza conflict. OCHA draws on figures issued from
the Gazan Ministry of Health (MoH). Producing reliable casualty statistics in
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contexts of violent conflict is never straightforward. The MoH verifies and identifies
each death by age, gender, and ID number. Previously, this methodology has been
deemed sound by international academics. The Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) has consulted experts from the London School of
Tropical Medicine, OCHA, World Health Organization (WHO) and Every Casualty
Counts, and assesses that the total number of deaths in Gaza since 7 October
2023 estimated by OCHA is a reasonable figure, though numbers of those still
missing are not yet known.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/h15089

The OCHA data referred to above can be read in the various situation updates at
https://www.ochaopt.org/crisis

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

Hamish Falconer Cutting off electricity to Gaza risks devastating consequences.
Desalination plants must be able to operate and provide clean drinking water for civilians.
| urge Israel to restart electricity supplies and humanitarian aid to ensure it abides by
International Humanitarian Law.
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1899370036285850075

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human rights (OHCHR)

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights
and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-
reqular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-47-auv-pdf.pdf

UNRWA

Press remarks by UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini
It has been almost 10 days since the State of Israel banned the entry of humanitarian aid
and commercial supplies into the Gaza Strip.
Somehow a situation similar to the one which prevailed in October 2023. This decision
threatens the lives and survival of civilians in Gaza, who have had only a brief respite from
16 months of brutal war.
The ceasefire agreement has shown that whenever there is a political will, humanitarian
assistance can be unhindered and un-interrupted. Between the beginning of the ceasefire
and 2 March, humanitarian assistance has increased 10 folds.
Itis critical that humanitarian aid is allowed into Gaza again, to maintain the progress made
during the first phase of the ceasefire and meet people’s basic needs. ...
It is important also to shed light on the situation in the West Bank. In the West Bank the
operation by the Israeli Security Forces, which started six weeks ago, is severely impacting
Palestinians, especially in the north. Palestinian armed groups are also increasingly active
in the area.
Several refugee camps have been nearly emptied, displacing around 40,000 Palestine
Refugees.
This is the largest displacement of Palestinians in the West Bank since 1967.
The large-scale demolition of buildings, including residential areas is alarming. People
have nowhere to return to. ...
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The Knesset legislation ... is not just about UNRWA. This is about any individual or
organisation calling for adherence to international humanitarian law or promoting the rights
of Palestinians.

While a number of International NGOs have already been silenced, there is now a larger,
concerted effort in Israel to undermine, or restrict through legislative measures, the
operations of international organisations and NGOs. ...

In occupied East Jerusalem, the Agency is facing increased pressure from the municipality
to vacate premises and end service provision.

International staff have been effectively expelled from the occupied West Bank due to the
lack of valid visas.

While some international staff remain in Gaza, Israel refuses to facilitate their entry or exit
via Kerem Shalom.

Despite these challenges, UNRWA will stay and deliver its General Assembly mandate
until it is no longer possible to do so in a principled manner. ...

I must highlight again the disinformation campaign portraying the Agency as a terrorist
organisation, and our staff as terrorists or terrorist sympathizers. ...

For UNRWA, the status quo is no longer an option. We have a choice to make.

We can allow the Agency to implode due to the fierce disinformation campaign; the
Knesset legislation; and the suspension of funding by key donors. ...

Alternatively, UNRWA can be supported to progressively conclude its mandate within the
framework of a political process ...

The Agency, would this be the case, would then gradually transition its public-like services
to empowered and prepared Palestinian institutions.

This would preserve the rights of Palestine Refugees and their access to basic services. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/press-remarks-unrwa-
commissioner-general-philippe-lazzarini-0

TOP

Marking Day to Combat Islamophobia, Secretary-General Says: When One Group Is
Attacked, Rights of All Are at Risk

... As Muslims around the world come together to mark the holy month of Ramadan, many
do so in fear — fear of discrimination, exclusion, and even violence.

We are witnessing a disturbing rise in anti-Muslim bigotry: From racial profiling and
discriminatory policies that violate human rights and dignity, to outright violence against
individuals and places of worship.

This is part of a wider scourge of intolerance, extremist ideologies, and attacks against
religious groups and vulnerable populations. When one group is attacked, the rights and
freedoms of all are at risk.

As a global community, we must reject and eradicate bigotry. Governments must foster
social cohesion and protect religious freedom. Online platforms must curb hate speech
and harassment. And we must all speak out against bigotry, xenophobia, and
discrimination.

On this International Day to Combat Islamophobia, let us work together to uphold equality,
human rights and dignity, and build inclusive societies where everyone, regardless of their
faith, can live in peace and harmony.
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https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22577.doc.htm

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children gov amdts 0311.pdf

** Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Second Reading, House of Commons
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-10/debates/FBC378D8-E3CC-4ABF-A1D2-
DD6A8B2CD7F6/CrimeAndPolicingBill

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

** Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

House of Lords Library Briefing
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https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LLN-2025-0013/LLN-2025-0013.pdf

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults day pbc 0311v2.pdf

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC))
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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