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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Community Development: Israel 
David Simmonds (Conservative) [32006] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, 
Media and Sport, if she will require that organisations in receipt of funding from (a) her 
Department and (b) its arms-length bodies should not participate in boycotts against (i) 
Israel and (ii) the participation of (a) Israelis and (b) people from Jewish backgrounds for 
events connected to that funding. 

Stephanie Peacock: Sports, arts, and culture are powerful ways to bring 
communities together. As such, we do not support sports or cultural boycotts in 
principle, including in relation to Israel. The Secretary of State recently met with a 
delegation led by the Board of Deputies of British Jews to discuss their experiences 
of working in the arts and cultural sector at a time of increased tension in the Middle 
East. The government's view is that antisemitism is as unacceptable in our sectors, 
as it is anywhere else in society. 
Public Bodies are expected to act in line with their Framework Agreements, with 
their Board members required to adhere to the Code of Conduct for Board Members 
of Public Bodies and The Nolan Principles of Public Life. DCMS’s standard terms 
and conditions include requirements that grant recipients comply with statutory 
requirements and specifically with the Equality Act 2010. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32006 
 

The Code of Conduct for Board Members of Public Bodies, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-conduct-for-board-members-of-
public-bodies/code-of-conduct-for-board-members-of-public-bodies-june-2019  

 

The Nolan Principles of Public Life, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-
principles-of-public-life--2  

 

The Equality Act 2010, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32006
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-conduct-for-board-members-of-public-bodies/code-of-conduct-for-board-members-of-public-bodies-june-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-conduct-for-board-members-of-public-bodies/code-of-conduct-for-board-members-of-public-bodies-june-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-principles-of-public-life--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-7-principles-of-public-life/the-7-principles-of-public-life--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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BBC: Gaza 
Gregory Campbell (DUP) [33390] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, what discussions she has had with the BBC Board on the airing of the documentary 
entitled Gaza - How to survive a warzone. 

Stephanie Peacock: It is essential that the BBC maintains the highest standards 
of reporting and governance that the public rightly expects. As set out her response 
to a recent Urgent Parliamentary Question, the Culture Secretary has spoken to 
the BBC Director General and expressed deep concern about the issues around 
their recent documentary on Gaza, and pressed for answers on the checks and due 
diligence that the BBC carried out. The Culture Secretary also subsequently 
discussed this matter with the BBC Chair where she sought assurances that no 
stone will be left unturned by the fact-finding review. 
While she appreciates that the BBC apologised for its failings, and the BBC Board 
acknowledged that the mistakes were “significant and damaging”, it is vital that the 
BBC now takes action so that trust is restored and a serious error of this magnitude 
is not repeated. 
Following requests, the BBC has provided the Secretary of State with further 
information on their approach to enhanced compliance procedures, and the 
Secretary of State will update Parliament in due course. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33390  
 

The Minister’s response to the Urgent Question referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-27/debates/89B386F6-B5B4-4013-B810-
B1F4A4A1C741/GazaBBCCoverage#contribution-EEA63016-E6A7-4E4F-8531-2FD316B27E0E  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Commons written answers 32006 “Community Development: Israel” and 
33390 “BBC: Gaza” that are included in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Gaza: Palestinians 
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [34273] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterparts on the 
right to return by Palestinians who have left Gaza since 7 October 2023. 

Hamish Falconer: There must be no forced displacement of Palestinians, nor any 
reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. Palestinian civilians, including those 
evacuated from northern Gaza, must be permitted to return to their communities 
and rebuild. Our position is clear - we want to see a negotiated two-state solution 
that guarantees security and stability for both the Israeli and Palestinian people, 
with a sovereign Palestinian state, which includes the West Bank and Gaza, 
alongside a safe and secure Israel. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34273  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM meeting with Eli Sharabi: 7 March 2025 
The Prime Minister hosted Eli Sharabi in Downing Street this morning. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33390
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-27/debates/89B386F6-B5B4-4013-B810-B1F4A4A1C741/GazaBBCCoverage#contribution-EEA63016-E6A7-4E4F-8531-2FD316B27E0E
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-27/debates/89B386F6-B5B4-4013-B810-B1F4A4A1C741/GazaBBCCoverage#contribution-EEA63016-E6A7-4E4F-8531-2FD316B27E0E
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34273
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The Prime Minister began by saying how pleased he was to see Eli, and paid tribute to his 
phenomenal courage and bravery. He expressed his heartfelt condolences to Eli on the 
loss of his wife, Lianne, daughters Noiya and Yahel, and brother Yossi. 
Hearing firsthand about his 16-month ordeal, the Prime Minister said he could not begin to 
imagine what Eli had been through. 
It was a brutal reminder of what the remaining hostages were enduring, the Prime Minister 
said. 
The UK would redouble its intensive work, at all levels, to secure the release of the 
remaining 59 hostages, the Prime Minister added. 
All efforts needed to focus on full implementation of the remaining phases of the ceasefire 
and reuniting the remaining hostages with their loved ones, the Prime Minister said. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-eli-sharabi-7-march-2025 
 
Keir Starmer Eli Sharabi endured an unimaginable ordeal in Hamas captivity, he has 
shown phenomenal courage and bravery. The loss of his wife, Lianne, daughters Noiya 
and Yahel, and brother Yossi is unthinkable. Our focus must be on a full implementation 
of the remaining phases of the ceasefire and reuniting the remaining hostages with their 
loved ones. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1898053481673404690  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Foreign Ministers Statement: Arab Plan For Reconstruction of Gaza 
We, the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom welcome the 
Arab initiative of a Recovery and Reconstruction Plan for Gaza. The plan shows a realistic 
path to the reconstruction of Gaza and promises – if implemented – swift and sustainable 
improvement of the catastrophic living conditions for the Palestinians living in Gaza. 
Recovery and reconstruction efforts must be based upon a solid political and security 
framework acceptable to both Israelis and Palestinians, which provides long term peace 
and security for both Israelis and Palestinians alike. We are clear that Hamas must neither 
govern Gaza nor be a threat to Israel any more. We explicitly support the central role for 
the Palestinian Authority and the implementation of its reform agenda.  
We commend the serious efforts of all involved stakeholders and appreciate the important 
signal the Arab states have sent by jointly developing this recovery and reconstruction 
plan. We are committed to working with the Arab initiative, the Palestinians and Israel to 
address those issues together, including security and governance. We urge all parties to 
build on the plan’s merits as a starting point. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-ministers-statement-arab-plan-for-
reconstruction-of-gaza  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-eli-sharabi-7-march-2025
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1898053481673404690
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-ministers-statement-arab-plan-for-reconstruction-of-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-ministers-statement-arab-plan-for-reconstruction-of-gaza
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
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Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0310.pdf  

 
Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
** Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59522/documents/6161  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
 
 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0310.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0310.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59522/documents/6161
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0310.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0310.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0310.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

