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Business of the House

Ashley Fox (Conservative): The Sentencing Council has issued guidelines saying that a
pre-sentence report will normally be considered before sentencing a criminal from an
ethnic, cultural or faith minority, or if the criminal is a woman or a transsexual, but not,
apparently, if someone is a straight, white, Christian man. That evidence of two-tier justice
is corrosive to public trust and confidence in the criminal justice system.
Given that Ministry of Justice officials attend the Sentencing Council, either the Lord
Chancellor knew of the policy or she was asleep at the wheel. For the record, the Lord
Chancellor’s predecessor, Alex Chalk, has described this as ridiculous. ...

Lucy Powell: ...the Government have made it absolutely clear that we disagree

with the guidance issued by the Sentencing Council. The hon. Member will know

that the process and consultation for developing that guidance happened on his

Government’s watch—it absolutely did. The Lord Chancellor has made her position

and that of the Government absolutely clear today, and that is why she has written

to the Sentencing Council.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-06/debates/EEBBB668-1EE5-4453-
821A-5D3C35E92E7E/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-C3C12D02-33AC-4453-
B2B5-C1E6D81E36AA

The sentencing guidelines referred to above can be read at
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-
court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-quideline/

Business of the House
Jodie Gosling (Labour): Footage released yesterday appears to show 200 horrific hours
of repeated animal abuse at an abattoir in my constituency. | have been working with
residents and a multitude of agencies to try to ensure safety and compliance since well
before my election to this place. Many now feel outraged that the regulatory systems have
failed even to notice, let alone address, the repeated breaches. Will the Leader of the
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House work with me to establish why it took an activist to highlight those issues while my
constituents in Old Arley and those animals continue to suffer, and to find ways of ensuring
that there is tighter scrutiny and swifter action, and that businesses are closed when
standards are not met?
Lucy Powell: We take a zero-tolerance approach to breaches of animal welfare,
such as those that my hon. Friend describes. The Food Standards Agency has
already taken action, but if that has not been sufficient, | will ensure that it does
more.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-06/debates/EEBBB668-1EE5-4453-
821A-5D3C35E92E7E/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-99CF3607-75A2-448F-B496-
FBFO04DF8422

Iranian State Threats
The Minister’s statement House of Commons on 4 March was read in the Lords.

col 364 ... The threat from Iran sits in the wider context of the growing, diversifying and
evolving threat that the UK faces from malign activity by a number of states. ...

col 365 The regime has become increasingly emboldened, and is asserting itself more
aggressively to advance its objectives and undermine ours. ... The director general of MI5
recently stated that since the start of 2022, the UK has responded to 20 Iran-backed plots
presenting potentially lethal threats to British citizens and UK residents. The Iranian regime
is targeting dissidents, and media organisations and journalists reporting on the regime’s
violent oppression. It is also no secret that there is a long-standing pattern of the Iranian
intelligence services targeting Jewish and Israeli people internationally. ...

To tackle this threat, we must understand it. The Iranian intelligence services, which
include the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the Ministry of Intelligence and
Security, direct this damaging activity, but often, rather than working directly on UK shores,
they use criminal proxies to do their bidding. ...

The Government are absolutely committed to ensuring that our intelligence and law
enforcement agencies have the tools that they need to disrupt and degrade the threats
that we face from Iran, so | can announce today that we will place the whole of the Iranian
state, including Iran’s intelligence services, the IRGC and MOIS, on the enhanced tier of
the new foreign influence registration scheme. The FIRS is a critical disruptive tool for the
UK.

This action will mean that those who are directed by Iran to conduct activities in the UK,
such as criminal proxies, must register that activity, whatever it is, or face five years in
prison. They will face a choice: expose their actions to the Government or face jail. ...

col 366 ... | can announce today that Jonathan Hall KC has been asked to review the parts
of our counter-terrorism framework that could be applied to modern-day state threats, such
as those from Iran. That includes giving specific consideration to the design of a
proscription mechanism for state and state-linked bodies, providing more flexibility than is
offered under the existing powers. ...

col 367 Let there be no doubt: we are utterly determined to stay ahead of those who
threaten our country, and any step that could aid us in that critical endeavour will be
considered. ...

| am clear that our response must be a UK-wide effort, so | welcome the Charity
Commission’s statutory inquiries into both the Islamic Centre of England and the Al-
Tawheed Charitable Trust. | have also asked officials to review where any Iranian
interference is being conducted in the UK, and FIRS will shine more light on any
undisclosed relationships between the Iranian state and UK-based institutions and
individuals. ...
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We will also continue to maintain funding for protective security measures to synagogues,
Jewish community centres and schools, ensuring that we do all we can to keep our Jewish
communities safe. ...

Lord Davies of Gower (Conservative): ... | welcome the Government’s recognition of the
growing threat posed by Iran to our national security. The escalation of Iranian state-
backed plots against UK residents and the targeting of dissidents, Jewish communities
and journalists is deeply concerning. ...
While we welcome the measures outlined today, | must ask whether they go far enough.
The danger posed by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, the IRGC, is clear and
escalating ... Are this Government acting decisively enough on proscription? The Foreign
Secretary has ruled it out, despite overwhelming evidence of the IRGC’s involvement in
malign activities. ...
I welcome the decision to place the entire Iranian state on the enhanced tier of the foreign
influence registration scheme. However, given Iran’s well-documented use of proxies, how
do the Government intend to enforce these requirements effectively? ...
col 368 The role of Iranian-linked organised crime networks is another crucial issue. The
Government have pledged further sanctions and action against these networks, but we
need clarity. Will the Minister commit to a specific timeline ...
Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): ... We are all aware that, given the economic
crisis and tense political situation in Iran, it is likely that the regime will seek to export
further attempts to destabilise and disrupt neighbouring countries, and countries such as
the United Kingdom. ...
We have seen the use of proxies: we have seen the use of agencies and we have seen
the use of other countries’ nationals. So | also wish to ask: when it comes to the
implementation of the enhanced scheme, as well as the policing, how vigilant are we about
those from other countries who are paid by the Iranian regime to carry out actions on its
behalf? ...
col 369 We have a country-wide Iranian sanctions regime, which is welcome, but the
question ... [is] about other bodies whom the Iranians are paying and who are nationals of
other countries. That is a grey area when it comes to our legislation ...
The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Hanson of Flint): ... Iran is the first
country we placed into the FIRS scheme which ... will be operational from the
summer of this year. The signals that we have sent by placing Iran on the enhanced
tier ... is extremely important.
... those who subsequently are proved not to have registered when the scheme
goes live in the summer will face the potential penalty of a five-year jail sentence
for the failure to register. ...
| should also say to both noble Lords that there will be significant new training for
all front-line police officers. We are going to explore further sanctions against
criminal groups linked to Iran ...
col 370 We can monitor the effectiveness of this, but it is put in place for the simple
reason that we cannot accept the level of activity by the Iranian regime in the United
Kingdom against both Iranian citizens here and British interests. ...
Lord Polak (Conservative): ... | do not speak on behalf of the Jewish community, but |
want to thank the Government for their continued support for the protective security that
the community needs.
The Statement says that the National Crime Agency will target those who assist the IRGC
and others to launder their money. | fail to understand what more the IRGC needs to do to
be proscribed. ...
col 371 Lord Hanson of Flint: ...We keep proscription under review at all times. ...
| welcome the noble Lord’s comments on the Jewish community. One of the drivers for this
is to ensure that members of the Jewish community have security from any state threats
that are made to them. He would wish to know that around £18 million is being provided



up to 2027-28 for security measures where members of the Jewish community feel they
need them for places of worship. That is, again, a secondary, but very important, measure
that the Government are putting in place to ensure that people feel safe in their
communities. ...
col 375 Baroness Foster of Oxton (Conservative): My Lords, not only do we not
proscribe the IRGC as a terrorist group, we allow Iran Air flights into London daily, which
Is astonishing. By all accounts, the Home Office has issued around 200 visas to Islamic
clerics during the last 18 months, despite the regime’s involvement in the 7 October attacks
on Israel. ...
Lord Hanson of Flint: The Statement said that we will strengthen the enforcement
of our immigration laws and examine, on a case-by-case basis, the issues that the
noble Baroness mentioned. ... We also need to look at people who we do not wish
to enter the United Kingdom. ...
Lord Walney (Crossbench): The leadership being shown by the Government on this is
highly welcome, but | noted the approving reference in the Statement to the investigations
by the Charity Commission. Does the Minister share my concern that the Charity
Commission, despite having a staff of 500 people and a budget of £32 million, has so far
been unacceptably reactive and slow in looking at these issues? ...
Lord Hanson of Flint: | share the noble Lord’s concerns around Iranian-aligned
centres in the United Kingdom and the malign influence Iran might be projecting
through them. ...
The Charity Commission is undertaking inquiries into both the Islamic Centre of
England and the Al-Tawheed Charitable Trust. Ministers are closely tracking
progress. My officials and others in the Home Office are now reviewing whether
any Iranian interference is being conducted in the United Kingdom. Crucially, | hope
that the specification in the Statement that Iran is in the enhanced tier of FIRS will,
when it comes into place in summer, shine a considerable light on the Iranian state
and the UK institutions and individuals involved in it. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-06/debates/0AD4E229-2565-490E-AFEF-
BC79846589BE/IranianState Threats

Information about the Charity Commission inquiry into the Islamic Centre of England,
referred to in the statement above, can be read at
https://www.qgov.uk/government/news/regulator-launches-inquiry-into-islamic-centre-of-england

Information about the Charity Commission inquiry into the the Al-Tawheed Charitable
Trust, referred to in the statement above, can be read at
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/requlator-to-investigate-al-tawheed-charitable-
trust-over-event-held-at-its-premises

The work of the BBC
... Q40 Rupa Hug (Labour): ... My question is about international stuff. ... there are
guestions to be asked. In Parliament on Thursday there was an urgent question on
it. Samir Shah, you have been head of current affairs, and you have also run an
independent production company. It is right that this thing did not meet
editorial standards. | just wonder what went wrong. When it is a production company as
well as the BBC, what is the chain of accountability?

Dr Samir Shah (Chair, BBC): ... | would say that right from the start, from the moment

this story kicked off, Tim and | have been in constant conversation about precisely those
guestions: what went wrong, how and why did it go wrong, and what are we going to do
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about it? Those questions started literally day one following transmission of that
programme. | asked Tim and his team to write a report for the board answering those
guestions. There was a very speedy piece of work done where that report came to the
board last Thursday.

To my shock, we found that there were serious failings on both sides—on the independent
production side as well as on the BBC side. In the statement that we produced from the
board, following what was quite a robust, candid and open discussion addressing those
questions, based on the paper that was prepared forus, we acknowledged that
there were failings on both sides and thatwe now need to move to the stage of
asking what actions we will take.

We have now asked for a further investigation. Remember, the first step was an interim
report. Now we need to talk to people directly and find out what their answers are. We
need to do this properly. But | am surprised. The processes, the editorial guidelines and
the standards that the BBC has are very good. They are very strong, and | know because
| have been on the receiving end of them. | worry that it was not so much that the
processes were at fault as that people were not doing their job. That is what we need to
establish.

Q41 Rupa Hug: | suppose the question is the accuracy of the film. There might be,
conversely, a danger of throwing the baby out with the bathwater. The thing has been
withdrawn from iPlayer. Obviously, transparency was lacking. There is a letter going
around from originally 500 media professionals and now 1,000 who say that it was an
over-reaction. You could edit or put health warnings in. This was a kid whose dad had that
job title. In some of these regimes ... to be a doctor you had to be in the party. We do not
know whether this individual had prior warning of 7 October and whether they were
involved. ... It could be that by removing the whole programme—

Samir Shah: ... | want to make it quite clear that the idea that we see what is happening
in Gaza through the eyes of children is a good documentary idea. ... What we are talking
about is the execution of that idea and the level of trust that took place between the BBC
and the independent production company. ...

Tim Davie (Director General, BBC): First, nothing is more important than that we are
trusted. We have built trust, so you can imagine that there is a lot of frustration and
disappointment. It is not about the BBC and people like myself, but we are very sorry to
the audience, because we do not wantto be in a position where we have flaws in the
programme making. Overall, | am proud of the way that we are covering some of these
polarised, fiendishly difficult events where many of our journalists, as you know, are under
enormous pressure and ferocious lobbying, and it has been extremely difficult. But in this
case there are flaws. ...

Chair (Caroline Dinenage, Conservative): How many complaints have you received?

Tim Davie: ... On the log this morning there were 500-odd complaints about the film being
biased against Israel. We had about 1,800 wanting to put the film back, but then we had
some serious complaints from various parts of the—we had various complaints from
different people and various organisationsin terms of their concern about this
programme. ...

At the end of the day, as editor-in-chief, | have to be secure in not only where the film was
at editorially, but in the making of that film. At that point, quite quickly, I lost trust in that
film. Therefore, | took the decision quite quickly to take it off iPlayer while we do this deep
dive. ...

Q43 Rupa Hug: So it could come back after editing or something. There are questions of
accuracy and coercion.

Tim Davie: | am not ruling anything out. ...
Q44 Rupa Huq: Was it accurate and was there coercion involved—those kinds of things?



Tim Davie: | think that we have done a good bit of initial work that tells me more than
enough that there are flaws, but | want to do a forensic analysis. ...

Q45 Chair: Dr Shah, you asked whether it was a question of people not doing their jobs
properly. Is that a reflection of the staff of the BBC in general? Has something fallen
through the gaps between the BBC commissioners and the independent production
company? Are you talking about it reflecting BBC staff choosing to be lax when it comes
to reporting of Gaza?

Samir Shah: ... We are looking very precisely, on this particular film, at the decisions that
were taken, at what point they were taken, when and how the process of compliance took
place, and whether people did or did not follow the compliance rules to the letter. ... the
compliance rules are really tough. We do have to comply. We do not just sign something
off without interrogating it. ... We are talking about human beings here and they need to
have a right to answer the questions, to be talked to, to find out; before the board discuss
what is appropriate action, we need to hear from everyone about it. ...

There is a wider question, which | can come to, about the BBC’s coverage of the middle
eastin general. ... we have loads of complaints about our coverage on specific
programmes or in general, and it seems to me that this warrants a proper, independent
review of our coverage as a whole. ...

Q46 Chair: Ofcom wrote to you yesterday on this. They said that they feel that they may
need to step in to facilitate this investigation. Can the BBC mark their own homework
on such a matter? ...

Samir Shah: Ofcom’s letter, and | welcomed it, asserted that it is for the BBC to investigate
first—BBC first—and if that is not satisfactory, Ofcom can then move in. ... On marking
your own homework, we literally marked our own homework on Thursday, and we came
up with a very robust statement that there had been failings on our side as well as the
others. ...

Q47 Rupa Hug: There should be questions around the whole coverage of this war. Is that
within the remit of the Peter Johnston inquiry?

Samir Shah: No. ...

Rupa Huq: I think there should be scope for something like that—

Rupa Shah: No, | am agreeing with you.

Rupa Huq: Because | have been sent loads of stuff about it from day one. Dr Zomlot—is
he the ambassador or is he head of mission because it is not an actual country?—was on

TV and the question was always, “Do you condemn Hamas?” People have evaluated these
and measured the leniency with which certain interviewees ...

Samir Shah: There is a piece of work to do with this particular film, “Gaza”. There is a very
important piece of work to do about how the BBC has covered the wider story of the middle
east conflict. That needs to be done independently. ...

Please understand, as Tim said, that we get a lot of complaints and are accused about all
our coverage from all sides. It does not just come from one side; it comes from all sides.
We need an independent review of how well we have done this. Have we done it
impartially? ...

Q48 James Frith (Labour): You have had to make a value judgment in removing the film
from iPlayer. Is it right that you do not agree with the 500 to 1,000 artists who have said
that this breaches regulations on regulatory, legal and ethical obligations because you
have removed it in the first instance? Do you disagree with that argument that they are
making?

Tim Davie: ... It was a very difficult decision, because representing some of the views—
these are stories we want to tell. ...

| do not think we are in breach of anything. As editor-in-chief, very simply, if 1 cannot
trust a programme, it is nothing to do with one side or the other. This is where it has been



misrepresented. ... By the way, if you think we bow to lobbies from other side, come and
spend a day with me. We do not. We try to navigate a course sensibly and rationally, based
on fair, balanced journalism, and everyone has a view on it.

What we did, and | did—and it was a very tough decision—was say, “At the moment,
looking people in the eye, can we trust this film in terms of how it was made and the
information we have?” ...

Q49 James Frith: But why is it a retrospective decision— ...
Tim Davie: Because we had new information.

James Frith: But to show some even-handedness questioning-wise, the BBC repeatedly
raised concerns about the child’s family links to Hamas. ...

But why were not those suspicions not properly investigated or reported? There is a
requirement under section 19 of the Terrorism Actto do so. Shouldn’t the counter-
terrorism police now be investigating whether BBC funds have reached Hamas, through
payment to the father or to the sister, who, as | understand, has also received money?

Tim Davie: | need to segment the issues there slightly. That first decision was not related—
payments were not the thing being debated at that point. It was the simple fact of the
relationship. At that point, | did not need information on the payments. It was enough to
say that we had asked about—remember, the question was, “Is there a relationship with
Hamas in any way?” You can talk about the looseness of the relationship, that should have
been declared. ...

Rupa Huq: Transparency was lacking.

Tim Davie: Transparency was lacking—exactly right. At that point | look people in the eye
and say, “Can we trust this film at this point?” It is not, “Is it a valid area of journalistic
endeavour?” It is not a criticism of the wider newsroom. It is absolutely, “Can we trust this
programme?” ...

It is worth saying, just to be utterly clear, that, as | understand it today—and | want to make
sure that | am safe, bluntly, because we need to do this deeper investigation—the BBC
has only made one payment, which was for a licence fee to the programme maker, the
independent, to make the film. We need to do the detailed work, but the initial assessment
of the economics showed that there was a small payment to the sister because—and it
was a totally normal payment—the boy recorded the narration and went to a studio to do
it. We just need to understand how that works.

We are very clear about our obligations in terms of the law ... My view is absolutely clear;
it is if we have obligations, to make sure everyone is aware. ...

Q50 James Frith: Will the scope of your inquiry confirm if the money paid for the
documentary ended up with Hamas?

Tim Davie: Part of the work is to do a forensic analysis of exactly what happened to the
money.

James Frith: But are you asking that question?

Tim Davie: Of course.

James Frith: Will we expect an answer?

Tim Davie: It is worth saying that the independent production company—to represent
them fairly—have written to us very clearly that no money has gone to Hamas, but we
absolutely have to do that work, and the answer is yes, of course, as far as you can go.
Q51 James Frith: It is fair to assume if the family of a senior Hamas leader is paid, that
money goes into the orbit of Hamas.

Tim Davie: Let us deal with the facts without assuming anything at this point. | am telling
you the facts | know and that is why | can stand on. | have told you what | know, which is
that a limited amount of money was paid to the sister. That is what | am being told at this
point.



Q52 Chair: ... If people are calling into question whether the BBC can be trusted on this
issue, is the BBC the right body to be doing that inquiry?

Tim Davie: The review we will be doing is—I think we have a very good process. ...

... we have thematic reviews that stretch beyond one particular affair, because this does
leak into bigger allegations around the BBC’s coverage, on which, to earlier points, we
have vociferous views on either side of this conflict. It is absolutely right that as a public
service broadcaster, we have independent oversight. Part of what | have tried to do for the
BBC is to be a guardian of true impartiality through thick and thin, and that requires being
completely transparent. ... ...

Q53 Damian Hinds (Conservative): Dr Shah, you said the board is very exercised about
this, and | am not surprised. From the point of view of the BBC’s reputation, this is
awful, and today more than ever for a similar case if it had happened in the past. You
talked about the distinction between opinionated news and fact-based news. ...

You have both talked about there being failings both at the BBC and at the independent
production company. The failings at the independent production company matter not to
the people of Britain. It is called Hoyo. Brand awareness in Britain of Hoyo is zero. Brand
awareness of the BBC is close to 100%. It is with you. You are the trusted source.

Given that Hamas are in administration in Gaza, presumably things that happen there have
their say-so, regardless of the identity of the father of the child who was involved.
Therefore, there must have been a whole series of questions. Did you have questions that
were unanswered, or did you have questions that were answered incorrectly by the
production company? In any event, given the sensitivity of the situation and given the
nature of administrative control of Gaza, surely, on the precautionary principle, until you
had full comfort on those types of questions, the thing should not have been aired in the
first place. ...

Samir Shah: Let me first agree with you that this is a really, really bad moment. What has
been revealed is a dagger to the heart of the BBC’s claim to be impartial and trustworthy,
which is why | and the board are determined to answer the questions you have just asked.
That is what we are trying to do here. Who did know what?

You make a very good point about the film itself, and it slightly addresses Tim’s point about
losing trust in the content of what we saw because of what you have just said. This is why
we need to do a proper deep dive into the mechanics of the filmmaking itself. My
experience is not in Gaza, but | know that when we made films in Northern Ireland, we had
to be very careful about the circumstances in which the terrorist organisations worked and
how they controlled things and what we did...

Q54 Chair: Dr Shah, you are a flmmaker—a programme maker—yourself. Would the BBC
normally risk its reputation by subcontracting the due diligence of something as important
as this to the independent production company?

Samir Shah: It is another really good question. The independent production sector is a
highly experienced, very mature and developed one, which does lots of really quite difficult
programming. ...

Q55 Chair: But my question is: is itthe normal system and process that you would
subcontract the due diligence?

Tim Davie: We do not subcontract in that way. We contract and then we—to answer the
guestion directly, there are unanswered questions.

Q56 Damian Hinds: When you say there are unanswered questions, there are questions
from the BBC—

Tim Davie: From the BBC that should have been followed up and answered. There is
plenty of process here. | 100% agree that, for the audience out there, at the end of the
day, this is about trust in the BBC. At the end of the day, the editorial responsibility for
anything we publish is on the BBC.



Having said that, if you are in my job, you want to understand why the failings happened,
and clearly there were serious flaws on both sides. Then you get to the question how you
can absolutely ensure that the right questioning and everything happens so that you do
not get that problem again and you put the oversight in. ...

Samir Shah: One of the questions | did ask was, “How did this programme come to
be? Was it an idea that came from within the BBC and then they thought about which
company would execute it or whether they could do it in house?” This idea came from the
company. It was not a question of subcontracting; it was a question of commissioning. |
can have an idea. | can try to sell it to the BBC as an idea. ...

Q57 Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): ... You said there were unanswered questions. We
want to know whether that was because the questions were not comprehensive enough
and not followed up effectively, or whether it was an active deception on the part
of this production company to give you misleading answers.

Tim Davie: | have no evidence of the latter, but that is part of what we need to do in the
review. ...

Q58 Paul Waugh: To Rupa’s point earlier, is there a way of making this film safe so that
it can be seen by everyone and they can make their own minds up? From what | have
seen, there is an 11-year-old, Zakaria, who helps paramedics at al-Agsa hospital in this
film, and does that rather than staying with his family because his family do not have any
food or water, and he says he has seen 5,000 people dead. That is an 11-year-old. That is
not the narrator of the movie; that is one of the people in the movie.

Surely that is a valid voice to be heard by the BBC licence fee payer, if it can be done
safely. Surely it is possible to edit this film so that you remove the narrator—in other words,
the point of contention—and you still allow the children’s voices to be heard by everyone.
Then the licence fee payer can see for themselves what they make of it.

Tim Davie: Certainly, as | said right at the front, there was absolutely legitimate journalism
to be done here, and the voices of those children in Gaza are absolutely something we
need to hear. That is what makes it, frankly, frustrating to be where we are. ...

| want to reinforce that the vast majority of our journalists are doing a tremendous job, but
we are only as good in this job as the weakest link, as it were. This is damaging, but | want
to say that overall trust in BBC News remains very high. ...

Q59 James Frith: ... personally, if the conclusion on this is to redact the original
programme, | do not support that. In the interests of transparency, we should see the thing
as it was supposed to be and how it went out initially. You could of course self-redact and
choose to emphasise and hear different aspects of that testimony, and | absolutely concur
with Dr Shah’s point about the validity of seeing this war through a Gazan child or indeed
an Israeli child—I look forward to that documentary being commissioned—but | do not
think this is about redacting.

Tim Davie: ... It is about whether something meets our editorial guidelines and our
standards, end of. ...

Q60 RupaHuq: ... Al Jazeera did a documentary—I have not seen it, but | have been told
about it—with bodycams of IDF soldiers and some of the things that they captured.
Would you ever do—

Tim Davie: There is not an area of scope that we would not make a documentary on. It is
a question of the editorial controls. That one does not look like the easiest compliance
journey, but we report without fear or favour and we want to get to the truth. The answer
is that we will look at any proposal. Our journalists are out there looking at those kinds of
things. The issue is where editorial control sits. It is worth saying that part of the challenge
here is journalists on the ground in Gaza, what access we have and making sure we are
not being minded. All those things are fair concerns. It just depends on the situation.

Q61 Rupa Hug: International news is often a bit flavour of the month. We are talking about



this at great length. Yesterday, there was an aid blockade in Gaza, but that does not seem
to have been on the evening news yesterday. | heard it on the “Today” programme in the
morning. ...

Tim Davie: | think we are doing a great job on our coverage and I think there is appropriate
prominence, if | may. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/15458/html/

The Urgent Question referred to above by Rupa Huqg can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-27/debates/89B386F6-B5B4-4013-
B810-B1F4A4A1C741/GazaBBCCoverage

The BBC Board statement referred to above by Samir Shah can be read at
https://www.bbc.com/mediacentre/statements/gaza-how-to-survive-a-war-zone

Community cohesion: The role of integration
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/community-cohesion-the-role-of-integration/

Islamophobia
Foysol Choudhury (Labour) [S6F-03871] To ask the First Minister whether he will
provide an update on how the Scottish Government is working to tackle Islamophobia in
Scotland, in light of reports that anti-Muslim hate incidents across the United Kingdom
reached record levels in 2024.
The First Minister (John Swinney): The rise in anti-Muslim hate incidents is of
serious concern. The Scottish Government unequivocally condemns all forms of
Islamophobia and the impact that it has on individuals, families and communities.
That is why we work co-operatively with a range of partners to tackle such
pernicious behaviour. Our hate crime strategy and the associated delivery plan
include strategic priorities for tackling hate crime and Islamophobia in Scotland.
Importantly, the strategy was informed by those with lived experience of
Islamophobia, which is central to understanding the challenges that we face.
Foysol Choudhury: The First Minister will know that last Friday was the beginning of
Ramadan, which is a time of reflection, peace and hope for Muslims in Scotland and
worldwide. However, Muslim communities across the UK and Scotland are now facing
hatred at a higher level than ever. The UK Labour Government has convened a working
group on Islamophobia, which will create a definition of it. Will the Scottish Government
adopt that definition? When will we see real progress on the implementation of the
recommendations from the inquiry into Islamophobia from the cross-party group on
tackling Islamophobia?
The First Minister: Two recommendations were levelled at the Scottish
Government in the cross-party group’s report. One was to increase the
understanding of Islamophobia in the curriculum in our schools, and the other was
to ensure that the public sector equality duty was enforced in schools. | assure Mr
Choudhury that those priorities are being taken forward by the Scottish
Government. It is vital that we do all that we can to ensure that we take steps on
the issue. We will consider any decision that is made by the United Kingdom
Government on the definition of Islamophobia and will consider any implications of
that decision for our approach to adopting a definition.
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Audrey Nicholl (SNP): The growing levels of Islamophobia in the UK are deeply
concerning. It is vital that we recognise that more must be done. Will the First Minister
further outline how he hopes that the gathering of representatives from key organisations
with the leaders of Scotland’s parliamentary parties, which was announced last week, will
assist in creating a more cohesive society in which everyone feels at home?
The First Minister: Last week, | set out my aspiration to draw together leaders from
across Scotland, including from our parliamentary parties, to consider how we can
agree a common approach to asserting the values of our country in order to bring
people together and create a cohesive society where everyone feels safe and at
home. | am heartened by the response from civic society and parliamentary party
leaders, and | hope that we will be able to convene that gathering on 23 April. My
objective is to draw people together to encourage community cohesion, which will
involve working to tackle the hatred and prejudice that Mr Choudhury raised—
Audrey Nicoll echoed what he said. | look forward to using that gathering to create
a firm foundation for the values of Scottish society.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-06-03-
2025?meeting=16300&i0b=139235#0rscontributions M16216E356P845C2664660

The report of the Cross-Party Group referred to above by Foysol Choudhury can be read at
https://mcb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Scotlands_Islamophobia 2023 Update.pdf

TOP

Israel

See also the Culture, Media and Sport Committee evidence session on “The work
of the BBC” that is included in the Home Affairs section above.

House of Commons Written Answers

Gaza: Israel Defense Forces
Apsana Begum (Independent) [33992] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 19 December 2024
to Question 19048 on Gaza: Israel Defense Forces, whether any products made by Elbit
Systems exported before 2 September 2024 were used by Israel Defence Forces in
operations in Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: Following the suspension of export licences announced on 2
September, there are currently no extant export licences for items that we assess
might be for use by the Israel Defense Forces in military operations in the Gaza
conflict (except for F-35 components, which have been excluded from the ambit of
the suspension). We continue to keep export licences for Israel under continual and
careful review.
Licences where there is no clear risk the items could be used in military operations
in the conflict remain extant. These cover items such as body armour for NGOs,
journalists, components for trainer aircraft, items for re-export to third countries, or
non-military controlled items such as technology for commercial aircraft, chemical
manufacturing equipment, commercial satellite, and spacecraft components.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33992

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-10/19048
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The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/F5A06C09-84E1-4788-AF6F-
E1560E2B25D3/MiddleEastUpdate#contribution-78DA6459-BB53-4645-8872-CB7C4F535069
and

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-
02/debates/24090222000013/ExportsTolsraelMilitaryOperationsinGaza

Gaza: Prisoners
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [33532] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what representations he has made to his Israeli
counterpart on allowing independent monitors to access detention centres housing
prisoners from Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: We are deeply concerned by reports of the mistreatment of
detainees. The UK has raised this with the Israeli Government as a priority and
continues to reiterate calls for Israel to allow the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) unfettered and immediate access to detention facilities. We believe
it is critical that the ICRC is given regular access to detainees to deliver on their
independent visiting role, as enshrined within the 1949 Geneva Conventions.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-qguestions/detail/2025-02-25/33532

Hussam Abu Safiya
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [33533] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the
potential implications for his policies of the (a) arrest and (b) detention of Dr Hussam Abu
Safiya in Israel.
Hamish Falconer: We are concerned by the reports of the detention of Dr Hussam
Abu Safiya and others. | have raised this case with both Israel's Ambassador to the
UK, and Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Haskel. Israel must allow medical staff to
carry out their work unimpeded, and to travel around Gaza as needed.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33533

Israel: Gaza
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [33534] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli
counterpart on upholding the human rights of healthcare workers from Gaza detained in
Israel.
Hamish Falconer: The UK has consistently raised concerns about the impact of
this conflict on Gaza's healthcare systems and medical staff, including reiterating
the requirement for all parties to uphold International Humanitarian Law. We are
also deeply concerned by reports of the mistreatment of Palestinian detainees in
Israel. | raised our concerns about healthcare workers in Gaza with Israel and urged
Israel to clarify the reasons for detention of medical staff from Gaza who are
detained in Israel, including cases such as Dr Hussam Abu Safiya. We have
consistently called on Israel to allow the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) unfettered and immediate access to detention facilities and will continue to
do so.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33534

Gaza: Palestinians
Paula Barker (Labour) [33578] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, if he will make it his policy to oppose the potential (a) forcible
transfer and (b) ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: We oppose moving Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab
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states against their will. There must be no forced displacement of Palestinians, nor
any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. Palestinian civilians should be able
to return to and rebuild their homes and their lives. Our position is clear - we want
to see a negotiated two-state solution that guarantees security and stability for both
the Israeli and Palestinian people, with a sovereign Palestinian state, which
includes the West Bank and Gaza, alongside a safe and secure Israel.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33578

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid
Chris Law (SNP) [34277] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, how much of the 0.3% of gross national income to be spent on official
development assistance he plans to allocate to humanitarian aid in Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: As with all Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) spend,
new allocations provided to humanitarian partners working in Gaza will be
announced in the usual way. The UK has announced £129 million for the Occupied
Palestinian Territories (OPTSs) this financial year, providing vital services to civilians
in Gaza and the West Bank, and to Palestinian refugees across the region. The
Prime Minister made clear in the House on 25 February that this Government is
proud of the UK's pioneering record on overseas development, and we will continue
to play a key humanitarian role in Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34277

The Prime Minister's comments referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-26/debates/3F57102E-2D5F-43E6-B427-
3D827F618B5F/Engagements#contribution-44CECBBB-F8D7-4762-8F5E-E18439A6C599

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid

Paula Barker (Labour) [33575] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, whether he has made an assessment of the potential
implications for his policies of reports of the looting of aid trucks in areas of Gaza that are
under Israeli military control; and if he will hold discussions with his Israeli counterpart on
this matter.

Hamish Falconer: We welcome reports that looting of aid deliveries in Gaza has

reduced. This remains a concern, and we continue to work with partners to monitor

this. Israel must now continue to work with partners to ensure law and order is

maintained in Gaza so that safe distribution of aid across the Gaza strip is

sustained. The Foreign Secretary raised this with Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar in a

call on 22 January.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33575

Gaza: Culture and Educational Institutions
Marsha De Cordova (Labour) [34308] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he plans to take to mitigate the
impact of the destruction of educational and cultural facilities in Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: We are deeply alarmed by the disproportionate impact of the
conflict on children in Gaza. Most students have not had access to education since
the 7th of October 2023 and at least 88 per cent of school buildings need full or
major reconstruction. Education is a priority sector, and we are engaging with
partners to ensure children's needs are integrated into Gaza's recovery. Through
UK support, over 14,000 children in Gaza now have access to education materials.
The destruction of cultural facilities is also highly concerning. We engage regularly
with NGOs and civil society, who are best placed to communicate needs and rebuild
their communities.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-27/34308
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Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

Updated Travel Advice: Israel
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel

Updated travel Advice: The Occupied Palestinian Territories
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-territories

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Gaza: Experts condemn Israeli decision to re-open ‘gates of hell’ and unilaterally
change conditions of truce deal

... “We are alarmed by Israel’s decision to suspend once again all goods and supplies,
including life-saving humanitarian aid entering the Gaza strip. The announcement followed
a decision by the Israeli War Cabinet to break from the Gaza ceasefire agreement and
calls by ministers to re-open the ‘gates of hell’ in the besieged enclave.

Apart from the cruelty of these statements on the second day of the holy month of
Ramadan, these moves are patently unlawful under international law. As the occupying
Power, Israel is always obliged to ensure sufficient food, medical supplies and other relief
services. By deliberately cutting vital supplies, including those relating to sexual and
reproductive health, and assistive devices for persons with disabilities, Israel is once again
weaponising aid. These are serious violations of international humanitarian and human
rights laws, and war crimes and crimes against humanity under the Rome Statute.

The so-called three phase ceasefire deal should have led to a permanent cessation of
hostilities and the release of all Palestinians and Israelis unlawfully detained as a most
basic requisite for sustainable peace. Instead, they resulted in further violence and even
further destruction of Palestinian life. This is both unlawful and utterly inhumane.

During the ceasefire, conditions remained very harsh. Very few tents and no mobile units
were allowed into Gaza, and Palestinians, including children and older persons, continued
to die due to the cold and dire conditions. Reinstating a total-siege policy against a
population that has barely survived 16 months of constant bombardment, repeated forced
displacement and 80 percent of farmland and civilian infrastructure destroyed, will
aggravate the dire situation.

Creating unliveable conditions for the Palestinians under Israeli occupation appears to be
Israel’'s determination across the entire occupied Palestinian territory, from the decimated
Gaza strip to the West Bank. The annexation of territory by force is advancing at full speed
in the West Bank, where refugee camps and cities are being bombed, depopulated and
looted, and other areas are attacked by armed settlers with complicity of Israeli forces.
The reality is that while the ceasefire restored a glimpse of hope for Palestinians and
Israelis, it ‘never ended’ fire against the Palestinians. Since the ceasefire took effect on 19
January 2025, Israeli forces have killed at least 100 Palestinians in Gaza, bringing the total
killed to at least 48,400. In the current landscape, Israel appears determined to further
destroy Palestinian life including through starvation.

In weighing the allegation of genocide brought against Israel, the International Court of
Justice ordered lIsrael to facilitate aid deliveries in Gaza. In 2024, when issuing arrest
warrants for Israeli leaders, the International Criminal Court found ‘reason to believe that
Israel had used starvation as a method of warfare.’

We are particularly dismayed by the swift endorsement by some States and regional
organisations of Israel’s justification to cut off aid to Gaza as a reaction to Hamas’ alleged
violations of the ceasefire, while Israel’s numerous infringements of the ceasefire went
largely unreported.

By resuming its siege and bombardment of Gaza, Israel has unilaterally changed the
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conditions of the ceasefire agreement and next steps. We urge the Gaza ceasefire
mediators; Egypt, Qatar and the United States to intervene to preserve the agreement in
line with international obligations.

The ceasefire took effect in the broader context of an illegal occupation that must be
brought to an end. Israel has a legal obligation to withdraw its occupation and overall
presence from Palestinian territory as declared by the International Court of Justice last
year. This underlies the obligations of any party under the terms of the ceasefire
agreement.

We urge nations across the world to recall their own obligations under international law
and to act to end this brutal and endless assault on the Palestinian people and their rights,
lest the whole world be swept up in this storm of lawlessness and injustice.”
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/gaza-experts-condemn-israeli-
decision-re-open-gates-hell-and-unilaterally

The Rome Statute, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf

UNRWA

The West Bank: large scale house demolitions by ongoing Israeli Forces operation
are having unprecedented impact on Palestine Refugees
Today, the Israeli Security Forces began the demolition of more than 16 buildings in Nur
Shams Camp in Tulkarm, northern West Bank.
This comes less than a week after 11 houses were demolished in the same camp, 14 other
houses in the Tulkarm Camp, and controlled detonations in Jenin Camp around a month
ago that left the camp uninhabitable.
These large-scale demolitions are an alarming new pattern. They have an unprecedented
impact on the Palestine Refugees and seek to permanently change the characteristics of
the camps in the northern West Bank.
The demolitions are occurring in the context of the so-called Israeli Security Forces
operation “lron Wall” ongoing since 21 January in the northern West Bank — the single-
longest and most destructive operation since the second intifada.
The operation has resulted in the largest displacement of Palestinians in the West Bank
since the 1967 war, with some 40,000 people forced from their homes.
Jenin, Tulkarm, and Nur Shams refugee camps have been nearly emptied of their
residents. With widespread destruction to civilian infrastructure including homes, people
now face the prospect of having nowhere to return to.
UNRWA teams on the ground are working to meet the needs of those displaced, under the
ever-shrinking humanitarian space in the West Bank. The Israeli anti-UNRWA laws which
came into effect on 30 January 2025 have created a vacuum of international protective
presence when it is most needed.
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/west-bank-large-scale-house-
demolitions-ongoing-israeli-forces

TOP

Relevant Legislation * new or updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
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Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
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Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/chill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults rm pbc 0307.pdf

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally 1l Adults (Scotland
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations  * new or updated today

Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC))
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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