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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Oliver Dowden (Conservative) [903015] St Hilda’s girls school looks set to join Immanuel 
Jewish prep as the second school in Bushey alone forced to close because of Labour’s 
VAT hike. That is a double hit to aspirations—first, to those of the parents, many of whom 
are not wealthy and who have described the significant sacrifices they have made to send 
their children to these schools; and secondly, it affects the excellent local state schools, 
including the one that I attended, which simply do not have the places, meaning that this 
policy will not even save money. May I therefore urge the Prime Minister, even at this late 
stage, to look again at the failures of this policy?  

The Prime Minister: I do not doubt the aspirations of all parents for their children. 
What we have been able to do is ensure that we release the funding to ensure that 
our state secondary schools have the teachers they need. There is no point the 
Conservatives pretending that they are interested in state education when they left 
them without the teachers they needed. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/15DC8D17-99F8-492E-
B70F-A88522D9BB71/Engagements#contribution-B01EDBE3-F5B5-477F-95A6-
0623DF37F6BE  

 
Courts and Tribunals: Sitting Days 

Robert Jenrick (Conservative): … the new sentencing guidelines published alongside 
this statement will make a custodial sentence less likely for those “from an ethnic minority, 
cultural minority, and/or faith minority community”.  
Why is the Justice Secretary enshrining this double standard—this two-tier approach to 
sentencing? It is an inversion of the rule of law. … 

Shabana Mahmood: … as somebody from an ethnic minority background, I do not 
stand for any differential treatment before the law for anyone. There will never be a 
two-tier sentencing approach under my watch or under this Labour Government. 

To read the full transcript see 
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/15DC8D17-99F8-492E-B70F-A88522D9BB71/Engagements#contribution-B01EDBE3-F5B5-477F-95A6-0623DF37F6BE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/15DC8D17-99F8-492E-B70F-A88522D9BB71/Engagements#contribution-B01EDBE3-F5B5-477F-95A6-0623DF37F6BE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/15DC8D17-99F8-492E-B70F-A88522D9BB71/Engagements#contribution-B01EDBE3-F5B5-477F-95A6-0623DF37F6BE
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-03-05/debates/04627A5E-E10E-4D14-
98EF-9164949B89F4/CourtsAndTribunalsSittingDays#contribution-285273E3-F0D7-
4BAF-B5D0-13D0F5797A65  

 

The sentencing guidelines referred to above can be read at 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-
court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following three questions all received the same answer 
Police: Demonstrations 

Apsana Begum (Independent) [33988] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to the Answers of 20 December 2024 to Questions 19855 and 
19857 on Climate Change: Demonstrations and to Questions 19852 and 19853 on Arms 
Trade: Israel, Question, what assessment her Department has made of the adequacy of 
the implementation of the (a) Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2023 and (b) Public 
Order Act 2023. 
Apsana Begum (Independent) [33989] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to the Answers of 20 December 2024 to Questions 19855 and 
19857 on Climate Change: Demonstrations and to Questions 19852 and 19853 on Arms 
Trade: Israel, Question, what assessment her Department has made of the potential 
impact of the (a) Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2023 and (b) Public Order Act 
2023 on (i) the policing of protests and (ii) (A) arrests and (B) convictions for protest related 
activities. 
Apsana Begum (Independent) [33990] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, pursuant to the Answers of 20 December 2024 to Questions 19855 and 
19857 on Climate Change: Demonstrations and to Questions 19852 and 19853 on Arms 
Trade: Israel, Question, what assessment she has made of the potential implications for 
her policies of (a) the policing of protests and (b) trends in the number of (a) arrests and 
(b) convictions for protest related activities. 

Diana Johnson: The right to peacefully protest is a fundamental part of our 
democratic society. 
We have committed to holding expedited post-legislative scrutiny of the Public 
Order Act 2023 beginning in May 2025. This process will review how the legislation 
has operated since it came into force. We will carefully consider the outputs of this 
review. 
The full Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022 will also be subject to post-
legislative scrutiny between April 2025 and April 2027. This will include a review of 
sections 73, 74 and 79, as well as the other public order measures in the Act. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33988 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33989  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33990  
 

The answers referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19855 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19857 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19852 
and 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-03-05/debates/04627A5E-E10E-4D14-98EF-9164949B89F4/CourtsAndTribunalsSittingDays#contribution-285273E3-F0D7-4BAF-B5D0-13D0F5797A65
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-03-05/debates/04627A5E-E10E-4D14-98EF-9164949B89F4/CourtsAndTribunalsSittingDays#contribution-285273E3-F0D7-4BAF-B5D0-13D0F5797A65
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-03-05/debates/04627A5E-E10E-4D14-98EF-9164949B89F4/CourtsAndTribunalsSittingDays#contribution-285273E3-F0D7-4BAF-B5D0-13D0F5797A65
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33988
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33989
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-26/33990
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19855
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19857
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19852
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19853  
 

The Public Order Act 2023, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/15/contents  
 

The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act 2022, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/32/contents  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Non-crime Hate Incidents 

Ben Obese-Jecty (Conservative) [33647] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what guidance is available to Crime Registrars on the recording of (a) hate 
and (b) non-crime hate incidents. 
Ben Obese-Jecty (Conservative) [33648] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what criteria are used by Crime Registrars to determine whether hate 
incidents meet the criminal threshold. 

Diana Johnson: The Home Office Counting Rules (HOCR) for recorded crime 
requires that every force in England and Wales must have a Force Crime Registrar 
(FCR) who has attended a College of Policing training course and been accredited 
as professionally competent. 
The FCR is responsible for overseeing the correct application of the National Crime 
Recording Standards within their force which stipulate that: 
An incident will be recorded as a crime for ‘victim related offences’ if, on the balance 
of probability: 
(a) the circumstances of the victims’ report amount to a crime defined by law (the 
police will determine this, based on their knowledge of the law and the HOCR); and 
(b) there is no credible evidence to the contrary immediately available. 
Regarding hate crimes, these are defined as "any criminal offence which is 
perceived by the victim or any other person, to be motivated by hostility or prejudice 
based on a person's race or perceived race; religion or perceived religion; sexual 
orientation or perceived sexual orientation; disability or perceived disability and any 
crime motivated by hostility or prejudice against a person who is transgender or 
perceived to be transgender." 
The FCR is the final arbiter within each force in relation to any crime recording 
decisions and in many forces their role extends to the recording of non-crime hate 
incidents. 
The College of Policing publishes operational guidance known as ‘Authorised 
Professional Practice’ (APP) for the police, including FCRs, on how to deal with 
many different types of crimes or incidents. In June 2023, the College updated its 
APP relating specifically to non-crime hate incidents (NCHIs) to align with the 
previous Government’s statutory code of practice. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33647  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33648  
 

The APP on non-crime hate incidents, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/hate-crime  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Death Certificates 

Ben Maguire (Liberal Democrat) [33368] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, whether he has made an assessment of the potential impact of the changes 
made to the death certification process implemented in September 2024 on the time taken 
to process death certificates. 
Ben Maguire (Liberal Democrat) [33807] To ask the Secretary  of  State  for  Health  and  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-12/19853
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/15/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/32/contents
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33647
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33648
https://www.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/hate-crime
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Social Care, whether he has made an assessment of the potential impact of the changes 
made to the death certification process implemented in September 2024 on the time taken 
to process death certificates. 

Ashley Dalton: The Government is monitoring the impact of the death certification 
reforms which came into legal effect on 9 September 2024. Early data indicates the 
median time taken to register a death appears to have risen by one day, from seven 
days to eight. This figure is for all deaths, as it includes those certified by a doctor 
and those investigated by a coroner. The average time taken to register has 
increased further over the Christmas weeks, but this was expected given increases 
are observed during this period every year. Latest data from the Office for National 
Statistics indicates that the average time has subsequently decreased. 
The median time taken to register a death varies depending on the type of 
certification. Deaths certified by a doctor, that comprise approximately 80% of 
deaths registered each week, have typically had a median time to registration of 
seven days, though there can be variation at a local level. It is important to note 
that the medical examiner system was active on a non-statutory basis before the 
introduction of the statutory system on 9 September 2024, and this makes direct 
‘before’ and ‘after’ comparisons challenging to draw conclusions from. 
The core purposes of the death certification reforms are to introduce scrutiny of the 
cause of death to detect and deter malpractice, to improve reporting, and crucially 
to put the bereaved at the centre of the process by offering a conversation with the 
medical examiner about the cause of death. The expectation on doctors and 
medical examiners is clear, that they should complete certification as quickly and 
efficiently as possible, and the Government is working with all stakeholders to make 
sure this is the case. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33368  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33807  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Charity Commission: Freedom of Expression 
Lord Moylan (Conservative) [HL4945] To ask His Majesty's Government, following the 
recent case of Gary Mond, what steps they are taking to ensure that the Charity 
Commission is respecting the right to free speech. 

Baroness Twycross: The Charity Commission’s role as the independent regulator 
of charities in England and Wales is to ensure that charity trustees comply with their 
duties as set out in charity law. The Charity Commission has published guidance 
for trustees on the use of social media and managing the risks for charities. 
The Charity Commission notes the Tribunal’s judgment in this recent case, and is 
considering what lessons can be applied to future casework. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/hl4945  

 

The Tribunal judgement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKFTT/GRC/2025/103.html  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Gaza: BBC Coverage 
The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (Lisa Nandy) [HCWS496] Last week I 
spoke to the House about concerning issues associated with the BBC documentary “Gaza:  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33368
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-25/33807
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-and-social-media/charities-and-social-media
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/hl4945
https://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKFTT/GRC/2025/103.html
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How to Survive in a War Zone”. At that time I promised to keep the House informed about 
my conversations with the BBC on this issue and the progress of their investigation. Since 
then I have been deeply shocked and disappointed to see the further details which 
emerged from the BBC’s statement published on 27 February 2025. 
As the BBC themselves and their board recognise, there have clearly been a number of 
serious failings in their commissioning and editorial processes. This damages vital trust in 
an organisation which must retain the confidence of the public. 
After the BBC issued its statement last Thursday evening, I called an urgent meeting with 
the BBC chair, which took place on Friday. 
In that meeting I expressed my concerns, and the concerns expressed in this House last 
Thursday, about the events surrounding this documentary. While I appreciate that the BBC 
apologised for its failings, and the BBC board acknowledged that the mistakes were 
“significant and damaging”, it is vital that the BBC now takes action so that trust is restored 
and a serious error of this magnitude is not repeated. 
Reflecting the concerns of this House I sought assurances from the chair that the fact-
finding review the BBC has commissioned will be swift and rigorous. I emphasised that it 
must include a robust financial audit and address concerns raised in the House on 
translation. I made it clear that the chair and his board must lead and hold the BBC robustly 
to account for resolving the issues already exposed, and implementing the review’s 
recommendations. 
The BBC has provided me with further information on their approach to enhanced 
compliance procedures but I have not yet received the full range of assurances I need to 
update the House. I have requested further details and assurances and expect to be 
provided these by the BBC leadership urgently, so as to be able to update the House as 
soon as possible. 
The duty to report on what is happening to people in Gaza is absolutely fundamental. That 
is why the Government believe that the BBC and others have a responsibility to exercise 
utmost care and due diligence in the way in which they report on this conflict. It is in no 
one’s interest for the public not to have confidence in the information that they are 
receiving. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-
05/debates/25030559000010/GazaBBCCoverage  
 
 

Ministry of Justice 

Shabana Mahmood The Sentencing Council is entirely independent. Today's updated 
guidelines do not represent my views or the views of this government. I will be writing to 
the Sentencing Council to register my displeasure and to recommend reversing this 
change to guidance. As someone who is from an ethnic minority background myself, I do 
not stand for any differential treatment before the law, for anyone of any kind. There will 
never be a two-tier sentencing approach under my watch. 
https://x.com/ShabanaMahmood/status/1897338599542006132  
 

The sentencing guidelines referred to above can be read at 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-
court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

Religious Observance Opt-out (Schools) 
Carol Mochan (Labour) [S6O-04396] To ask the Scottish Government  what  its  response  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/25030559000010/GazaBBCCoverage
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/25030559000010/GazaBBCCoverage
https://x.com/ShabanaMahmood/status/1897338599542006132
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/overarching-guides/magistrates-court/item/imposition-of-community-and-custodial-sentences-overarching-guideline/
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is to the reported view of the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland that 
proposed changes to legislation on religious observance diverge from the 
recommendation by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child to allow 
young people to independently opt out of religious observance at school.  

The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (Jenny Gilruth): As the First 
Minister noted in the chamber last week, we have consulted a wide range of 
stakeholders on changes to legislation on religious observance and religious and 
moral education in schools. The public consultation closed on 26 January. We 
recognise that there is a wide range of views on the topic, and ministers will 
continue to discuss those issues with Parliament and other interested parties. We 
will consider all responses to the consultation and publish a consultation analysis 
report in due course, as well as outlining next planned steps. 

Carol Mochan: The 2022 census found that more than 60 per cent of school-age children 
in Scotland now identify as non-religious. In an increasingly secular and religiously diverse 
country, it is critically important that young people of all faiths and none have their beliefs 
and choices respected in school. Parents have always had the right to opt their children 
out of religious observance, and all state schools are legally required to provide that opt-
out to parents; however, pupils have no equivalent right, no matter their age, maturity or 
personal beliefs. Can the cabinet secretary provide clarity on the timeframes for when we 
might get the information that she mentions in her answer? Is it her view that we should 
conform to the UN committee’s recommendations? 

Jenny Gilruth: The legislative changes proposed in the consultation will strengthen 
the rights of children and young people in Scotland; I think that that is what the 
member is alluding to, and I am very supportive of it. The changes also build on our 
commitment under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The 
existing guidance, which the member also alluded to, encourages schools to 
discuss with both parents and children the question of opting out of religious 
observance. 
As the member will understand, the consultation analysis has not yet been 
published. However, I am more than happy to write to her about the timescales 
associated with the consultation in due course, when I have received that advice 
from my officials. … 

Patrick Harvie (Green): If we believe in the principle of religious freedom, surely it is clear 
that any pupil who is mature enough to decide that they are not a believer should not be 
required to go through a pretence of religious observance. Can the cabinet secretary 
assure us that, in analysing the consultation responses, she will give due regard to the 
views of young people who want to make what is a perfectly reasonable choice for 
themselves? 

Jenny Gilruth: Of course, I recognise the member’s views. It is important that we 
balance them accordingly, and I am also mindful of the range of different views on 
the topic. As I said in my response to Ms Mochan, I will give due consideration to 
those views once I have received the consultation analysis. I can then set out more 
detail on the associated timescales. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-06-03-2025?meeting=16300&iob=139227#orsc
ontributions_M16211E347P836C2664581  

 

The Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland’s view referred to above can be 
read at 
https://www.cypcs.org.uk/resources/religious-observance-in-schools/  
 

Information about the consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-
observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-06-03-2025?meeting=16300&iob=139227#orscontributions_M16211E347P836C2664581
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-06-03-2025?meeting=16300&iob=139227#orscontributions_M16211E347P836C2664581
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-06-03-2025?meeting=16300&iob=139227#orscontributions_M16211E347P836C2664581
https://www.cypcs.org.uk/resources/religious-observance-in-schools/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/
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The First Minister’s comments referred to above can be read at 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-27-02-2025?meeting=16283&iob=139100#orsc
ontributions_M16197E314P803C2662067 

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Commons written answers 33988, 33989, 33990 “Police: Demonstrations”, 
and Commons ministerial statement HCWS496 “Gaza: BBC Coverage” that are 
included in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

House of Commons Point of Order 

Point of Order 
Ellie Chowns (Green): On a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. Yesterday, during 
my urgent question on Gaza, the Minister responding, the hon. Member for Hornsey and 
Friern Barnet (Catherine West), who has responsibility for the Indo-Pacific, said that the 
Minister with responsibility for the middle east, Afghanistan and Pakistan, the hon. Member 
for Lincoln (Mr Falconer), could not answer the question himself as he was “in the region 
pushing for a peace deal”—[Official Report, 4 March 2025; Vol. 763, c. 166.] 
However, I have since received a communication from the press with evidence suggesting 
that he was at a Labour party networking lunch at Ronnie Scott’s at the time. Could you 
advise, Madam Deputy Speaker, on whether the record should be corrected if it is shown 
not to be correct? 

Madam Deputy Speaker: … Has [Ellie Chowns] given notice to the Members 
involved that she was going to raise this matter in the Chamber? 

Ellie Chowns: I have indeed. 
Madam Deputy Speaker: The Chair is not responsible for the content of ministerial 
answers, but the hon. Lady has put her point on the record and there is a procedure 
for Ministers to correct the record if they wish to do so. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/94998DA3-A09F-495F-
AB16-1E0C89A83B0E/PointsOfOrder#contribution-20992528-8B97-4239-9FB6-
898A84AF6E0D  
 

 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Gaza 
The Minister’s answer to a House of Commons urgent question on 4 March was read 
in the Lords.  

 

col 255 … We are very concerned at reports that Israel is preventing humanitarian aid from 
entering Gaza. Israel must not block aid coming into Gaza. Humanitarian aid should never 
be contingent on a ceasefire or used as a political tool. We urge the Government of Israel 
to lift restrictions immediately and unconditionally. … 
The halt on goods and supplies entering Gaza risks breaching Israel’s obligations under 
international humanitarian law. …  
col 256 We must all work together with the United Nations and all partners to continue to 
facilitate aid and ensure it is sustained. … 
We welcome the announcement of an agreement to end the fighting in Gaza, and we 
welcome  the  release  of  38 hostages  in  Gaza  so  far … The hostages and their families  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-27-02-2025?meeting=16283&iob=139100#orscontributions_M16197E314P803C2662067
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-27-02-2025?meeting=16283&iob=139100#orscontributions_M16197E314P803C2662067
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-27-02-2025?meeting=16283&iob=139100#orscontributions_M16197E314P803C2662067
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=763&ColumnNumber=166&House=1&ExternalId=4804797E-27CF-4830-8DA5-96CB8132E932
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/94998DA3-A09F-495F-AB16-1E0C89A83B0E/PointsOfOrder#contribution-20992528-8B97-4239-9FB6-898A84AF6E0D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/94998DA3-A09F-495F-AB16-1E0C89A83B0E/PointsOfOrder#contribution-20992528-8B97-4239-9FB6-898A84AF6E0D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/94998DA3-A09F-495F-AB16-1E0C89A83B0E/PointsOfOrder#contribution-20992528-8B97-4239-9FB6-898A84AF6E0D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/F7756755-7D2A-4675-9266-0A73A6DEA9BE/Gaza#contribution-FADEEE0A-AB89-49B3-AA94-95107E0B40DE
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have endured unimaginable suffering from the cruelty of Hamas, and the situation in Gaza 
has continued to worsen. The current ceasefire is the only way for the region to move 
forward.  
As we have made clear, we want to see a negotiated two-state solution, with a sovereign 
Palestinian state, including the west bank and Gaza, alongside a safe and secure Israel. 
We have also made it clear that we would oppose any effort to move Palestinians in Gaza 
to neighbouring Arab states against their will. … We need Palestinian civilians to be able 
to return to their homes and lives, and to rebuild. International law guarantees them this 
right. A twostate solution is the only way to secure long-term peace and security for 
Palestinians and Israelis. … 

 

Lord Callanan (Conservative): My Lords, we need to acknowledge that the ceasefire is 
entirely contingent on the safe return of the remaining hostages. … 
I have two questions for the Minister. First, what conversations has he or the Government 
had with US and Israeli allies on helping to ensure that phase 2 of the ceasefire comes 
into effect? Secondly, can he give us an update on British aid in Gaza? … 

col 257 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): … On the next stages of 
the process, we welcome the efforts by Arab leaders to put forward a plan for the 
next phase and the recovery and reconstruction in Gaza. The UK stands ready to 
work with partners to develop these ideas and to support all parties to get behind a 
single, viable plan for Gaza that meets the needs and aspirations of the civilian 
population and ensures a peaceful political framework for a negotiated two-state 
solution. As I have said to the House before, we are very clear that Hamas cannot 
govern Gaza and that any plan must ensure Israeli security and should support the 
unity of the West Bank and Gaza under the PA’s mandate. 
On humanitarian aid, I reassure the noble Lord that we have committed a further 
£17 million …We have also announced £129 million for the OPTs so far for this 
financial year, including £41 million for UNRWA. … 
The halt on goods and supplies entering Gaza is a serious matter, and Israel risks 
breaching its obligations under international humanitarian law. Today, we have 
issued with France and Germany a statement in which we express deep concern 
at Israel’s halt on aid to Gaza and urge it to lift all restrictions. … 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): … Given that the United States and the Israeli 
Governments have rejected the Arab plan, which was agreed yesterday, the UK 
Government may be in a position where they will have to choose whether to support the 
Trump proposals or the Arab proposals. … 
The UK has been the lead country in supporting the training, professionalisation and 
funding for the Palestinian Authority police force. Any police force in the new arrangements 
for Gaza will be of fundamental importance. Can the Minister reassure me that our support 
will continue for the professionalisation and training of a civilian police force? It would 
probably be one of the strongest ways to prevent gangsterism and Hamas regaining 
footage in that area. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … We will continue to support the Palestinian Authority, 
not only with the training that he mentioned but in other ways, to enable it to take 
part positively in that plan. We have insisted that any dialogue should include 
Palestinians, and we will certainly continue with that. … we will continue to work 
with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and regional partners to build a 
consensus on the governance of post-conflict Gaza and the security framework that 
supports the conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. 

col 258 Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick (Labour): My Lords, as part of that building of 
a sustainable peace, can the Minister indicate what further action will be taken with 
international partners if there are further flagrant abuses in respect of blocking aid to the 
people of Gaza? 
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Lord Collins of Highbury: We made our position very clear to the Israeli authorities 
about their actions risking breaching their obligations under international 
humanitarian law. We have, however, gone further … We issued a statement … 
together with France and Germany—again, our strong allies in this—making it clear 
that blocking aid is unacceptable and should be stopped. … 

Lord Robathan (Conservative): My Lords, would it be possible for the Minister to explain 
whether there is any inter-relationship between the American plan—with the rather 
unusual large, golden statue of Mr Trump—and the Egyptian and Arab plan … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: Obviously, the situation is incredibly complex, but if 
there is one thing that I think will be key to finding a solution, it is the normalisation 
of relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia. That is key, and there must be a 
Palestinian component in that. … Our long-standing position has been that we will 
recognise a Palestinian state at the time that is most conducive to that peace 
process, but we are certain that if we can ensure that that normalisation between 
the Saudis and Israel takes place, we can progress rapidly. 

Lord Pannick (Crossbench): My Lords, will the Palestinian component, as the Minister 
describes it, exclude Hamas? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … we are working with the Palestinian Authority; we are 
supporting the Palestinian Authority, and there is no place for Hamas in the 
governance of Gaza. 

Baroness Foster of Oxton (Conservative): My Lords, since the outset of this horrendous 
conflict, Israel has provided 25,000 trucks and 57,000 tonnes of aid that have gone into 
Gaza. It is quite clear that Hamas continues to renege on the agreement that it has made 
so far, which leaves phase 2 in an extremely difficult situation. There are 47 organisations 
that provide aid to Gaza—not only UNRWA—so can the Minister please respond to the 
question from my noble friend on the Front Bench as to what oversight is provided to 
ensure that the £41 million of British taxpayers’ money is going to the correct people? 

col 259 Lord Collins of Highbury: … We have had undertakings from UNRWA 
about the accusations of Hamas involvement in its work. … There is no doubt that 
UNRWA remains key in terms of delivery, but that is not the sole purpose. We are 
working with all agencies and all allies to ensure that aid gets through to the people 
who need it most. … 

Lord Bellingham (Conservative): … it is obviously good news that this Arab group has 
supported Egypt’s proposals for the $53 billion reconstruction. I notice that they ask 
specifically for EU and UK contributions to that fund for reconstruction. Can the Minister 
comment on whether that will be forthcoming and HMG’s view on it? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: One thing we are absolutely clear about is that there 
should be international co-operation to ensure the full restoration of Gaza. That 
means, primarily, the leading regional players playing their part. We will work with 
all our allies to support that. I will not predict what that might mean in financial terms, 
but at this stage, it is about working hard politically. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-05/debates/7F6181B6-E31E-42B3-BB30-
046B7702A0C1/Gaza  

 

The joint statement referred to above by Lord Collins of Highbury can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-
access-in-gaza  
 

 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Hamish Falconer The ceasefire between Israel + Hamas must be implemented fully, with 
all hostages released, incl. Avinatan Or, more aid in and a credible path to lasting peace.  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-05/debates/7F6181B6-E31E-42B3-BB30-046B7702A0C1/Gaza
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-05/debates/7F6181B6-E31E-42B3-BB30-046B7702A0C1/Gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-access-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-access-in-gaza


 10 

 

 

Israel must not block aid, which should never be used as a political tool. [French, German, 
and British flag icons] urge Israel to lift restrictions. 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1897599378086314155  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  

 
Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  
 

https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1897599378086314155
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, Eighteenth Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/c5473281-e122-49d1-97ab-
b091a2c7d695/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(EighteenthSitting)  

 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, Nineteenth Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/9d95adc3-b030-464c-b828-
01c2af97505b/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(NineteethSitting)  

 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0306.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/c5473281-e122-49d1-97ab-b091a2c7d695/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(EighteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/c5473281-e122-49d1-97ab-b091a2c7d695/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(EighteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/9d95adc3-b030-464c-b828-01c2af97505b/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(NineteethSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-05/debates/9d95adc3-b030-464c-b828-01c2af97505b/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(NineteethSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0306.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0306.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

