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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Iranian State Threats 
col 195 The Minister for Security (Dan Jarvis): … The threat from Iran sits in the wider 
context of the growing, diversifying and evolving threat that the UK faces from malign 
activity by a number of states. … 
I turn to Iran. The regime has become increasingly emboldened, and is asserting itself 
more aggressively to advance its objectives and undermine ours. That is evidenced by the 
fact that direct action against UK targets has substantially increased over recent years. 
The director general of MI5 recently stated that since the start of 2022, the UK has 
responded to 20 Iran-backed plots presenting potentially lethal threats to British citizens 
and UK residents. The Iranian regime is targeting dissidents, and media organisations and 
journalists reporting on the regime’s violent oppression. It is also no secret that there is a 
long-standing pattern of the Iranian intelligence services targeting Jewish and Israeli 
people internationally. It is clear that these plots are a conscious strategy of the Iranian 
regime to stifle criticism through intimidation and fear. These threats are unacceptable. 
They must and will be defended against at every turn. … 
To tackle this threat, we must understand it. The Iranian intelligence services, which 
include the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps and the Ministry of Intelligence and 
Security, direct this damaging activity, but often, rather than working directly on UK shores, 
they use criminal proxies to do their bidding. … 
These threats are not only physical in nature. The National Cyber Security Centre has seen 
malicious cyber-activity, conducted by actors who are affiliated with the Iranian state, that 
targets a range of state sectors, including in the UK. The Government are absolutely 
committed to ensuring that our intelligence and law enforcement agencies have the tools 
that they need to disrupt and degrade the threats that we face from Iran, so I can announce 
today that we will place the whole of the Iranian state, including Iran’s intelligence services, 
the IRGC and MOIS, on the enhanced tier of the new foreign influence registration 
scheme. The FIRS is a critical disruptive tool for the UK. 
col 196 This action will mean that those who are directed by Iran to conduct activities in 
the UK, such as criminal proxies,  must  register  that  activity,  whatever  it  Is, or face five  
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years in prison. They will face a choice: expose their actions to the Government or face 
jail. The Home Office will lay regulations before Parliament as soon as possible, with a 
view to having the scheme up and running by the summer. 
On proscription, as hon. Members will know, we do not routinely comment on groups that 
are being considered for proscription, but I assure the House that we do and will continue 
to keep the list of groups considered under constant review. However, it has become 
increasingly clear that there are challenges inherent in applying our existing counter-terror 
legislation to state and state-linked threats to our national security. That challenge was 
first raised by the Home Secretary in opposition. She warned of a lack of a comprehensive 
strategic approach for state threats to mirror that adopted on terrorism, and the specific 
difficulties of using on state bodies a proscription mechanism that was designed for groups 
such as al-Qaeda. 
We are progressing work at pace to address that challenge, so I can announce today that 
Jonathan Hall KC has been asked to review the parts of our counter-terrorism framework 
that could be applied to modern-day state threats, such as those from Iran. That includes 
giving specific consideration to the design of a proscription mechanism for state and state-
linked bodies, providing more flexibility than is offered under the existing powers. … 
Let there be no doubt: we are utterly determined to stay ahead of those who threaten our 
country, and any step that could aid us in that critical endeavour will be considered. … 
We regularly collaborate with our Five Eyes and European partners to protect our 
democracies from hostile Iranian attack. Here at home we are going further too. The 
National Security Act 2023 … has given the police new powers to target evolving activity. 
For example, the Act criminalises assisting a foreign intelligence service, such as the IRGC 
or MOIS. The maximum penalty for those offences is 14 years in prison, which is the same 
as the maximum for a proscription offence. 
I can also announce that training and guidance on state threats activity is now being offered 
by counter-terrorism policing to all 45 territorial police forces across the UK. æ 
col 197 We will also continue to go after the criminal networks and enablers that Iran uses 
to carry out its work. The leader of the Zindashti organised crime group—a group 
frequently used by the Iranian regime—has already been sanctioned. We will explore 
further sanctions against other Iranian-linked criminals, and the National Crime Agency 
will target those who assist the IRGC and others to launder their money. … 
I am clear that our response must be a UK-wide effort, so I welcome the Charity 
Commission’s statutory inquiries into both the Islamic Centre of England and the Al-
Tawheed Charitable Trust. I have also asked officials to review where any Iranian 
interference is being conducted in the UK, and FIRS will shine more light on any 
undisclosed relationships between the Iranian state and UK-based institutions and 
individuals. 
Finally, the National Protective Security Authority and counter-terrorism policing will 
continue to provide protective security advice and support to individuals and organisations 
threatened by the Iranian regime and its criminal proxies, including Persian-language 
media organisations and their employees. We will also continue to maintain funding for 
protective security measures to synagogues, Jewish community centres and schools, 
ensuring that we do all we can to keep our Jewish communities safe. … 

 

Chris Philp (Conservative): … The House should be in no doubt about how serious the 
threat posed by Iran is. Iran sponsors terror organisations across the middle east. It is an 
enthusiastic and significant supporter of Hamas, Hezbollah and the Houthis in Yemen and 
it backs Shi’a militias in Iraq and Syria. Those organisations kidnap, murder, rape and 
commit terrorist atrocities. Without Iran’s support, those terror organisations would not be 
able to operate in the way that they do. Iran therefore bears a heavy burden of 
responsibility for enabling those terrorist actors to perpetrate atrocities. 
col 198 Let us not forget that Iran is also an enthusiastic supporter of Putin’s murderous 
regime and its invasion of Ukraine. … 
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We of course support the Government in the listing of Iran in the enhanced tier of FIRS, 
and we will support the relevant statutory instrument when it comes before Parliament. I 
am glad that the National Security Act 2023 is being used … 
Having welcomed this move, I have some questions, however … is merely requiring 
registration a strong enough sanction? I put it to the House that it is not, because under 
FIRS all that is required is registration, and that alone is not enough. … 
Then we come to the views of Jonathan Hall himself, because he said … that the National 
Security Act 2023 is good enough for the purposes of dealing with Iran. My question to the 
Security Minister is this: who is right? Is it the Home Secretary, who in 2023 called for 
outright proscription? … Or is it Jonathan Hall …? 
col 199 Are we doing enough to provide protective security to potential victims of this 
activity? … And are we using sanctions enough? … 

Dan Jarvis: … First, let me agree with [Chris Philp’s] characterisation of the Iranian 
regime. … 
col 200 The Home Secretary, when in opposition, absolutely rightly identified the 
challenge that we are now seeking to address in government. … We will obviously 
look very closely at Mr Hall’s findings. I am very happy to discuss them further with 
the shadow Home Secretary and others … 
The right hon. Gentleman entirely reasonably asked what more could be done. 
Again, as a former Home Office Minister he will completely understand that there 
are lots of things that we are doing that we are not going to talk about, and he will 
understand the reason for that, but I can give him the assurance that we are doing 
everything we possibly can to combat the threat that we all know we face. … 

Jon Pearce (Labour): I am extremely grateful to the Minister for his statement and also 
for his unwavering commitment to addressing the threat posed by the Iranian regime here 
in the UK, particularly to our Jewish communities. I have heard evidence of the IRGC 
operating on British campuses, seeking to radicalise our students; operating charities to 
pursue its malign aims; and plotting to murder people on Britain’s streets. … 

Dan Jarvis: … I completely agree that the kind of disruption and interference that 
he has described—whether that is in universities, on students, or through 
charities—is completely and utterly unacceptable.  

col 201 Christine Jardine (Liberal Democrat): … The Liberal Democrats of course 
welcome the steps he has outlined and recognise the existential threat that Iran now poses 
not only to Israel but to western democracies, including here in the UK. … 
Of course we welcome the placing of the whole Iranian state on the FIRS enhanced tier, 
and that will include Iran’s revolutionary guard, which is a vital part of the infrastructure 
that makes Iran’s Government such a threat, acting as it does with impunity, supplying 
terrorist groups such as Hezbollah, and contributing so much to the tension and violence 
across the middle east. If we are to achieve lasting peace, it is also essential to curtail the 
influence and threat of Iran to the west. 
We welcome the review by Mr Hall that has been outlined. I am glad to hear that the 
Government continue to keep the list of proscribed groups under review, but I hope that a 
decision on the IRGC will come sooner rather than later. … 
I am pleased to see the Government working closely with territorial police forces across 
the United Kingdom to give officers at all levels the skills and confidence to identify these 
threats on our own shores, particularly those to communities that remain vulnerable, so I 
also welcome the reference to the threat faced by our Jewish communities across the 
country and the rising tensions on our streets. I hope the Minister can outline how his 
Department will work with the Community Security Trust and other groups to keep all 
Jewish communities safe at a time when those abroad seek to undermine our whole 
country. We must not let them succeed. 

Dan Jarvis: The hon. Member is absolutely right that we must not let them succeed, 
and we will not. … 
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We keep matters relating to proscription under constant review. She is right to 
mention sanctions. … 
col 202 I am grateful, as I know other Members will be, for the hon. Lady’s reference 
to the importance of ensuring that we work cross-party to protect Jewish 
communities around the country. She mentioned the Community Security Trust. It 
is an organisation that will be well known to Members across this House. It is 
incredibly professional and delivers massive value to communities right around the 
country, and we will continue to work closely with it. … 

col 203 Tom Tugendhat (Conservative): … Does the Minister agree that this is not just 
a domestic challenge? I recognise all that he has set out, but we need to be working on 
this matter with friends and allies. The pressures that we see in Iran today—the failure of 
the state, the emergence of a civil society and perhaps even, let us hope, the destruction 
of that dreadful regime that has occupied the country and tortured those people for so 
many years—require a whole-of-Government response. We are feeling the effects here in 
the United Kingdom because the poison is seeping out of Tehran. 

col 204 Dan Jarvis: … The right hon. Gentleman is completely right that this is not 
just a domestic challenge; it is a challenge that requires an international coalition of 
the willing, and we need to work incredibly closely with our partners—with the US, 
with our partners in Europe and partners in the region. … 

Mark Sewards (Labour): … [The Minister] said in his statement that there was a long-
standing pattern of targeting Jewish and Israeli people by the Iranian intelligence services. 
Although that is certainly no secret, it is still very concerning for the community involved. I 
absolutely welcome what he said about maintaining funding for protective security 
measures around synagogues, community centres and schools, but given the seriousness 
of the situation, will he set out in more detail how the Government will protect the Jewish 
community in the UK from those and other threats? 

Dan Jarvis: … I spoke in my opening remarks about the importance that we attach 
to ensuring that all communities in our country are not just safe but feel as if they 
are safe. He is absolutely right to reference the importance of ensuring that our 
Jewish communities feel that they are both properly valued and properly protected. 
He will have heard me refer to the important work of the Community Security Trust, 
to which we have made a significant financial commitment to support that work. I 
have written to the trust today, and will meet it, I hope, in the very near future. It 
does extraordinary work, and we are grateful for that. I am very happy to take this 
opportunity to reassure him and all Members of our continued commitment to work 
with the trust in the future. … 

col 206 Alec Shelbrooke (Conservative): … The Israelis have done a huge amount to 
dismantle Iran’s influence in the middle east, so will the Minister ensure that we carry on 
giving Isreal the support to ensure Iran is not able to re-establish that influence in some 
areas through Hezbollah and Hamas? Will he also ensure that British companies are not 
supplying components to Iran through a series of countries with which they can trade, and 
that we are able to achieve our stated objectives on that supply chain? 

col 207 Dan Jarvis: The right hon. Gentleman makes important points. He is right 
to attach importance to our relationships with partners in the middle east. We invest 
heavily in those relationships, and it is in our national interest to do so. He made a 
very good point about supply chains. I can give him an assurance on that, but it is 
a good point and I will think further on it. … 

col 208 Bob Blackman (Conservative): … [The Minister] will probably be aware that at 
the start of this year our close ally the United Arab Emirates proscribed 19 organisations 
for their links to the IRGC and Iran, and that eight of those organisations are headquartered 
in the UK. Will he give a commitment to the House not to take action today, but to review 
what has been decided by our allies and take action to prevent those organisations from 
carrying out terrorist activities in the United Kingdom? 
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col 209 Dan Jarvis: I am grateful to the hon. Gentleman for raising that important 
matter. … I give him an assurance that we will look closely at it, and I am happy to 
discuss it with him further. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/72131BAE-1691-4A8C-
A1B3-A3B77BB7CEF8/IranianStateThreats  

 

The National Security Act 2023, referred to above by Dan Jarvis, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/32/contents  
 

Information about the Charity Commission inquiry into the Islamic Centre of England, 
referred to above by Dan Jarvis, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-launches-inquiry-into-islamic-centre-of-england  
 

Information about the Charity Commission inquiry into the the Al-Tawheed Charitable 
Trust, referred to above by Dan Jarvis, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-to-investigate-al-tawheed-charitable-
trust-over-event-held-at-its-premises  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Department for Work and Pensions: Muslim Council of Britain 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [33042] To ask the Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions, for what reason the Minister for Social Security and Disability attended the 
Muslim Council of Britain's leadership dinner on 25 January 2025. 

Stephen Timms: I attended the event in order to bid farewell to the outgoing 
General Secretary, Zara Mohammed. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33042  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Gaza: BBC Coverage 
The Minister’s 27 February urgent answer in the Commons was read in the House 
of Lords. 

 

col 131 As the House will be aware, Hamas is a proscribed terrorist organisation in the UK. 
It is my view and the view of this Government … that Hamas is a terrorist organisation 
guilty of heinous acts of terrorism over many years, including the appalling terrorist and 
anti-Semitic attacks carried out on 7 October 2023. … 
That tragic day and the conflict that followed have had real-life impacts on communities 
across the UK, playing out on our streets and overseas, and every one of us has a duty to 
take the utmost care not to exacerbate the situation. … The BBC has clear editorial 
guidelines to report Hamas as a terror organisation proscribed by the UK Government.  … 
I held discussions with the BBC director-general earlier this week at my request in order to 
seek urgent answers about the checks and due diligence that should have been carried 
out ahead of the screening of a recent documentary on Gaza, and about the 
commissioning, the payment and the use of licence fee payers’ money. I also sought cast-
iron assurances that no money paid has fallen into the hands of Hamas and that the utmost 
care was taken to ensure that that was the case. … 

 

col 132 Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay (Conservative): My Lords, this is an incredibly 
serious matter. Public money may have ended up in the hands of supporters of a 
proscribed terrorist organisation. With the police and Ofcom both saying that they are 
willing to investigate this matter, and reports today that other broadcasters have used the  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/72131BAE-1691-4A8C-A1B3-A3B77BB7CEF8/IranianStateThreats
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/72131BAE-1691-4A8C-A1B3-A3B77BB7CEF8/IranianStateThreats
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/32/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-launches-inquiry-into-islamic-centre-of-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-to-investigate-al-tawheed-charitable-trust-over-event-held-at-its-premises
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-to-investigate-al-tawheed-charitable-trust-over-event-held-at-its-premises
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33042
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-27/debates/89B386F6-B5B4-4013-B810-B1F4A4A1C741/GazaBBCCoverage#contribution-EEA63016-E6A7-4E4F-8531-2FD316B27E0E
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same boy without making clear his parentage, would the Minister agree that a properly 
independent inquiry is needed and that the signatories to a letter urging the reinstatement 
of this contested programme—some of whom have been very well remunerated by the 
licence fee payer in the past—should not be heeded? 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport (Baroness Twycross): … I will not prejudge the outcome of the BBC’s 
investigation. As the noble Lord is aware, the BBC is operationally and editorially 
independent of government, but we expect it to continue to follow robust procedures 
to protect taxpayers’ money and uphold the high standards the public and this 
Government rightly expect. … 

Lord Fowler (Crossbench): My Lords, I fully share the noble Lord’s criticism of the 
particular programme, but we should recognise that that in no way describes the BBC’s 
general coverage of Gaza. Speaking as a former journalist who covered a Middle East 
war, I was struck by the way BBC journalists strived for impartiality in all their reporting. … 

Baroness Twycross: First, this incident is clearly very serious and, secondly, we 
expect that high standard of journalism. It is why the BBC has traditionally been a 
trusted source of news, both in this country and overseas. … 
While we are talking about journalism in the context of Gaza, the House should also 
be aware that a considerable number of journalists and media workers have been 
killed since the war began. So there is a wider context as well, but, on the specifics, 
it is right that this issue be investigated. 

col 133 Baroness Bonham-Carter of Yarnbury (Liberal Democrat): … The reputation 
of the BBC is central. However … does the Minister not agree that, regardless of today’s 
discussion, it is vital to shine an ongoing, credible and sustained spotlight on the plight of 
those in Gaza, particularly the children? … 

Baroness Twycross: The unfortunate matter at stake here is that the whole issue 
of shining a light has been muddied by really unacceptable failures in this 
instance. … 

Lord Birt (Crossbench): My Lords, as with every major organisation, people working for 
the BBC make mistakes, and mistakes must be exposed when they happen, and the 
lessons learned. But does the Minister agree that the reason why the BBC … is the single 
most respected news organisation in the whole world … is that almost everyone who works 
for it is wholly committed and is doing their best to be fair, accurate and impartial? 

Baroness Twycross: … There are two issues. We have to make sure that we 
understand exactly what went wrong, and the BBC is undertaking a thorough 
investigation into that. … But that does not and should not detract, and we need to 
make sure that we find out the answers and move on, because that accuracy and 
impartial voice of the BBC in relation to news is critical, not least at this really 
uncertain time. 

Baroness Foster of Aghadrumsee (Non-affiliated): My Lords, given the very serious 
allegations of systemic anti-Semitism and bias, does the Minister agree with me that there 
is a need to look at the BBC’s complaints process? … 

Baroness Twycross: The BBC’s complaints process, in the sense that it is BBC 
first, is intended to make sure that there is an element of independence from the 
parts of the organisation that are being investigated. … 

col 134 The Bishop of St Albans: My Lords, I understand that one of the particular worries 
was to do with the way certain phrases were translated, and therefore may have unwittingly 
biased people or been misleading. Will the BBC publish the principles and guidelines that 
are used for translation in these difficult situations? 

Baroness Twycross: … the Secretary of State herself has asked for clarity on: the 
BBC policy on translations and how a decision over translation of a particular word 
or phrase might be made. … 

Lord Katz (Labour): … While it pains me to agree with the BBC chair,  Samir Shah,  who  
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just this morning in a Select Committee of the other place called the latest controversy over 
this documentary a dagger to the heart of BBC impartiality … this is not the BBC’s first 
misstep in this area as far as the Jewish community perceives it, especially since 7 October 
2023. Does my noble friend agree with Mr Shah and me that a proper independent review 
of the corporation’s Middle East conflict coverage—not just this documentary but its wider 
coverage—is essential if it is to retain our confidence and, importantly, the confidence of 
the Jewish community in this country? 

Baroness Twycross: My noble friend makes a really important point. … 
Baroness Foster of Oxton (Conservative): … In August 2024, over 200 members of the 
film and television industry signed a letter calling for an investigation into problems of 
systemic anti-Semitism and bias at the BBC. This follows a series of editorial failures and 
the employment of individuals who have openly glorified terrorism, particularly since the 7 
October attack. Given these deeply troubling happenings, will the Minister support an 
independent inquiry, as my noble friend on the Front Bench asked for, into anti-Semitism 
and bias at the BBC? 

col 135 Baroness Twycross: I should like to be clear that there is absolutely no 
place for and should be no tolerance of anti-Semitism, whether in the BBC or 
elsewhere in society: it is a stain on our country. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/8D62C259-1EC7-41C4-B3CF-
7036F52B1028/GazaBBCCoverage  

 

Samir Shah’s evidence to the Select Committee, referred to above by Lord Katz, is not yet 
available online. 

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Grand Committee 

Holocaust Memorial Bill 
col 43GC Lord Blencathra (Conservative): … I am a member of Conservative Friends 
of Israel and a supporter of its current fight against the new attempts to destroy the Jewish 
homeland from the river to the sea. I say that because I do not want my opposition to this 
Bill to be misconstrued. 
So why am I opposed to the Bill? It is because it fails in every way to implement the 
recommendations of the Holocaust Commission. The commission recommended a 
campus with large amounts of space: “The Learning Centre should include facilities to host 
lectures and seminars and to run educational courses and workshops, as well as the 
opportunity for Holocaust organisations to locate their offices, or set up satellite offices, 
within the wider physical campus”. 
This Adjaye design fails that requirement. … The commission said in its first 
recommendation that “it is also clear that a memorial on its own is not enough and that 
there must be somewhere close at hand where people can go to learn more”. about the 
Holocaust. “Close at hand” does not necessarily mean shoehorned into the wrong space, 
which is too small to do justice to the commission’s recommendations but far too large for 
this little garden. 
col 44GC The commission recommended three possible solutions: the Imperial War 
Museum site, Potters Field and a site further along Millbank. … Victoria Tower Gardens 
never entered its contemplation …  
col 45GC The  project  was  originally  costed at under £100 million,  and  the  Government  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/8D62C259-1EC7-41C4-B3CF-7036F52B1028/GazaBBCCoverage
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/8D62C259-1EC7-41C4-B3CF-7036F52B1028/GazaBBCCoverage
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proposed to finance it with at least £25 million in philanthropic funding. … The latest capital 
cost estimate … is £138.8 million without any contingency … 
The operating costs will be high and have so far escalated from £6 million to £8 million per 
annum, but absolutely no detail has been provided about what the costs will cover. This is 
particularly important because it is not clear what provision the department has made for 
the costs of policing and other security measures … 

 

col 47GC Baroness Deech (Crossbench): … I am struck by the contrast with the planned 
expenditure on a fitting memorial to our late Queen, together with a space for pause and 
reflection, which is reportedly to be sited in St James’s Park. The construction cost is £46 
million excluding VAT—including a replacement of the Blue Bridge in the park—and it is 
going to be ready in 2026. If such fiscal restraint is good enough for our late Queen, surely 
something has gone adrift in the financial plans for the memorial. … 
col 48GC About £20 million has been spent so far, I believe, with nothing to show for it; 
nor has inflation been accounted for. … 
The Government have pledged free entry to the learning centre … Operating costs so far 
are estimated to have risen to £8 million a year and the cost of security is a big unknown. 
The Government had hoped to make some money from the learning centre by opening it 
for conferences, even in the evening, but it would be a most unattractive site: open to the 
elements; open to risks of various sorts; and calling for expenditure to run it out of hours, 
not to mention disturbance to the neighbours. … 

 

col 49GC Viscount Eccles (Conservative): … There were five recommendations from 
the commission, and the first was that there should be a “striking memorial”. Its very first 
qualification of that was that it should be “a place where people can pay their respects, 
contemplate … and offer prayers”. 
I rather doubt that what is on the table now … is a suitable place for paying respect, 
contemplating and praying. As I understand it, the people visiting will be expected to move 
through in something like half an hour. … 
Remembering people is a private affair. The Holocaust was 6 million Jewish tragedies. … 
col 50GC The second recommendation, about the learning centre, is much longer. … It is 
clear that the commission did not … see this as part of the memorial. There was mention 
of a campus. … 

 

col 51GC Lord Finkelstein (Conservative): … Every single point that I have heard was 
also made against the erection of Nelson’s column. They did not have the money. The 
public subscriptions had fallen short of how much it would cost. The cost ballooned. It was 
too high. It had to be made shorter. People were not sure about the design and lots of 
people were not sure about Nelson either. They were furious that the Tsar had contributed. 
The economic strain was regarded as too great. These are points that are made about the 
construction of anything when it is first proposed and are later found to be entirely irrelevant 
to the impact that it will have. 
This Holocaust memorial is a memorial to everything we fought the war for and that the 
young people who liberated Belsen liberated Belsen for. It is a reminder of why we have a 
Parliament and why we have a parliamentary democracy and therefore it is relevant that 
it be right next door to Parliament. There is not a single place you could ever put anything 
that does not disrupt anyone. If we put it somewhere where no one goes, we would have 
a committee full of people saying, “We cannot believe you are putting this thing in the 
middle of nowhere”. … 

 

col 52GC Lord Pickles (Conservative): … I was disturbed by what my noble friend Lord 
Blencathra —my dear friend—said. He seemed to be almost on the defensive to suggest 
that if you are opposed to this, somehow you are opposed to Jewish people or opposed to 
Israel. Nobody thinks that and no one has a greater, more distinguished record in their 
support of Jewish people than my noble friend Lord Blencathra. … 
But there is something that we need to be clear about. … I should be grateful if, when the  
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Minister comes to reply, he can confirm that in all the briefings that he received, none 
suggested that this memorial would be about the glorification of the British Empire or the 
trivialisation of the Holocaust, or that the Holocaust would be diluted by references to other 
genocides. … 
col 53GC In terms of the size, it is the size of the Berlin Holocaust underground site. It is 
the size of the one in Jasenovac. It is the size of the large temporary exhibition in America. 
It is not particularly small art; it is adequate for its size. It will not have any exhibits. It will 
all be digital. … 

 

col 54GC Lord Carlile of Berriew (Crossbench): … The noble Lord, Lord Pickles … 
seems to be suggesting that the location in Victoria Tower Gardens is extremely important 
for symbolic reasons, because we have to have this memorial in a place that is closely 
related to some kind of politically or historically analogous event, or analogy, of a kind 
which means that it really has to be there and not somewhere else. … 
col 55GC Yad Vashem, the most celebrated Holocaust memorial in the world and the most 
moving, is situated on a mountain which was completely devoid of any historical 
associations. It was deliberately put there and after it was built, it was called the mountain 
of remembrance, or whatever the correct translation is. … So, if a memorial or a learning 
centre is put on another site … its existence there will be the reason that people will visit 
that memorial. It will be a memorial that stands in its own right and it will have an identity. … 

 

Lord Sterling of Plaistow (Conservative): … I am the second generation born in this 
country after the pogrom which happened in 1880, from which my great-grandmother 
managed to escape. She got to this country and some of our relatives went to New York. 
What I wanted to say was that when one thinks about the pogroms then, and I take my 
own family, we finished up here. This country allowed us to be free and to live; it is a great 
country and we are proud to be part of it. But I also know that some of my family did not 
get out and finished up in Auschwitz. … 
col 56GC I was approached early on by friends in both Houses, and the comment which 
was made to me … is that there are nearly 3,000 people in the Parliament complex, and 
they love this park for what it is and how they enjoy it. At that stage, it was said to me, 
“Would you be prepared to get involved, because the problem is that there are many in 
both Houses who actually are nervous, afraid and very worried that if they come out 
publicly to state that they are not happy with this park being used for that purpose, they 
will be considered anti-Semitic”. … 
You do not need things such as memorials to think about this. You can go out in the 
morning and look up in the trees and think about it yourself. … 
In the days to come, as I have said many times before, we could live to regret it if there is 
any form of memorial in that park; in practice, that is very dangerous. … If you have 500 
children, shall we say, when the whole thing is built and the schools come along, and we 
say, “Right, you can come there”, and there are kids from all over the world, you only have 
to get somebody to drop a satchel and blow the bloody thing to smithereens. But more 
importantly … somebody could come along and fire something into that area. We could 
therefore live to regret totally what danger there could be. … 

 

col 57GC Lord King of Bridgwater (Conservative): … One of the comments made was 
that we need to get on with this or the few remaining Holocaust survivors will not be around 
to see it opened. How many have died in the last nine years while we have been trying to 
put this project forward? It is embarrassing … 

 

col 58GC Lord Sterling of Plaistow: … it is all about education. … in every educational 
course at state schools, as they were, there had to be education on what happened with 
the Holocaust and other holocausts. It was there to be done. I can tell your Lordships from 
my own grandchildren that over the last few years it has not come up at all. I have checked 
with teachers, headmasters and headmistresses in some of my other roles, and they say 
that one of the biggest problems is that now they are advised that it is not necessary, other  
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than on a wider front. That is the key point in education—for it to get back into state schools. 
It does come up in non-state schools but not in state schools in the form that it should. 

 

col 59GC Baroness Walmsley (Liberal Democrat): … we need a national Holocaust 
memorial, a fitting one, a respectful one, somewhere we can remember the suffering and 
death of 6 million people in the last century. We also need a learning centre. We must 
never forget, and we must ensure that future generations never forget either. However, 
like others, I think that they should not necessarily be in the same place and that they 
should not necessarily be where they are currently proposed to be. … 

 

Lord Hamilton of Epsom (Conservative): … My noble friend Lord Finkelstein said, “If it 
doesn’t go here, where else does it go?” … There is a very satisfactory Holocaust memorial 
at the Imperial War Museum … It is a place where lots of people go, and it is very regularly 
visited. … 
col 60GC I do not understand why the Government have volunteered taxpayers’ money, 
when there is so little of it, to finance this. The Jewish community in Britain has an awful 
lot of money. It has a lot of education charities that would contribute towards this. I do not 
understand why they should not pay for their own memorial. … I have plenty of Jewish 
blood, and I am a member of the Conservative Friends of Israel. 

 

Lord Austin of Dudley (Non-affiliated): My Lords, this is not a memorial for the Jewish 
community … 
It is a memorial for everybody.  
 

Lord Hamilton of Epsom: I take that point, but the driving forces behind putting up this 
memorial are the Jewish people in this country. They are people who have property 
everywhere. I do not see why they should not fund it. I just do not understand why the 
British taxpayer should be asked to pay for this … I would have thought that this could be 
financed by individuals, Jewish charities and so forth that would be happy to contribute to 
it. I am just amazed. … 

 

Lord Finkelstein: My Lords, I apologise for intervening, but I really cannot leave that 
comment on its own. The noble Lord cannot stand up here and say, “The Jews want the 
Holocaust memorial, and they ought to pay for it”. The Holocaust is not something that is 
just about the Jews. … It is probably a pretty eloquent contribution as to why we need this 
memorial—and near Parliament. 

 

col 61GC Baroness Deech: … It is the case that most of the remaining Holocaust 
survivors do not know what is being done in their name or the details of it. In fact, people 
have gone to great lengths to stop them finding out. I was temporarily banned from talking 
to a group of survivors in north London in case they found out what was going on. However, 
one of the greatest survivors, Anita Lasker- Wallfisch, is opposed to this project … 
Secondly, it is a matter of profound Jewish scholarship that the Holocaust is diluted by 
mixing it with other genocides, but there is no time to go into that now. 
Finally, even if the Jewish community had money, it supports its own people through a 
number of charities. If it was called on to come up with £200 million, there would be nothing 
left for anything else. It is a misconception that this is a community project or that the 
community should pay for it. 

 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook (Conservative): … my noble friend Lord Cameron of 
Chipping Norton made a solemn commitment to the survivors of the Holocaust, saying that 
“the past will never die and your courage will never be forgotten”. 
That was 11 years ago. 
We have heard a great deal about solemn commitments already this week, but this is not 
a promise that we can break. In the 80th anniversary year of so many liberations of 
concentration camps, we have a duty to deliver a Holocaust memorial and learning centre 
right here in Westminster, at the heart of our democracy. We must do this so that survivors 
who are still with us can see it opened to the public, sure in the knowledge that we as a 
nation have renewed our commitment never to forget the horrors of the Holocaust. That is  
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what is at stake with this Bill. …  
col 63GC The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (Lord Khan of Burnley): … Plans for the 
Holocaust memorial and learning centre have been endorsed by every living Prime 
Minister and have widespread support from leading representatives of the Jewish 
community, other faith and community leaders, survivors, refugees and the wider public. 
The proposed memorial will honour the 6 million Jewish men, women and children who 
were murdered in the Holocaust and all other victims of Nazi persecution. The collocated 
learning centre will examine the Holocaust through British perspectives, looking at what 
we did and what more we could have done to tackle the murder and persecution of the 
Jewish people and other groups. … 
Amendment 1 … would put in the Bill a limit that would apply to both the construction and 
the operational costs of the Holocaust memorial and learning centre. … 
Setting a limit in primary legislation in that way would create a great deal of inflexibility in 
the management of the project. The project to create a national Holocaust memorial and 
learning centre is being taken forward in line with normal procedures and processes for 
government projects. … 
col 64GC Clause 1 allows the Secretary of State to spend money to build the Holocaust 
memorial and learning centre. … 
col 65GC The project is also subject to review by the National Audit Office. In July 2022, 
the National Audit Office conducted a review and produced a report noting, among other 
points: “The programme has controls to try to safeguard against substantial cost 
increases”. … 
The commitment to raise £25 million has been given by the Holocaust Memorial Charitable 
Trust, which is chaired by Sir Gerald Ronson. Specific donations will be agreed once 
planning consent has been granted.  
col 66GC The noble Viscount, Lord Eccles, raised improving records. The testimony of 120 
Holocaust survivors has been recorded and is being made available online for all to see 
before the memorial opens. We have worked with the Association of Jewish Refugees to 
create an online portal. … 
col 67GC The Holocaust memorial and learning centre will be a source of pride and an 
inspiration to the whole of society across boundaries of religion, class, geography or 
political party. I have only to quote the words of 94 year-old Holocaust survivor Mala 
Tribich, MBE, to underline why this is so vital: “As the Holocaust moves further into history 
and we survivors become less able to share our testimonies this Memorial and Learning 
Centre will be a lasting legacy so that future generations will understand why it is important 
for people to remember the Holocaust, to learn from the past and stand up against 
injustice”. … 
… the memorial and learning centre will draw on the history of the Holocaust, and 
particularly the decisions made by the British Parliament, to stress the importance of 
tackling intolerance and hatred at all levels in our society. It will deliver this message for 
all the people across the UK and the rest of the world, regardless of faith and 
background. … 

 

col 68GC Lord Blencathra: …  Lord Pickles … said that this memorial would improve the 
park, but that is not what Adjaye, the architect, said. When people said that these fins are 
despicably ugly, he said: “Disrupting the pleasure of being in a park is key to the thinking” 
on the memorial. I thought that key to the thinking was finding a memorial that 
commemorated the 6 million exterminated Jews, not putting something ugly in the park. … 
Lord Carlile, was so right to point out that people will come to a memorial if it is good 
enough, not because of where it is sited. … 
col 69GC I suspect that there is no one anywhere in this Room who wants to break the 
promise to build a memorial, but what we all want is a proper memorial and a big, proper 
learning centre, as the Holocaust Commission recommended. … 
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col 70GC Baroness Blackstone (Labour): … I really hope that the noble Lord, Lord 
Finkelstein … and the noble Lord, Lord Pickles, will respect the views of those who are 
opposed to the Bill and not in any sense intimate or suggest that we are not in favour of a 
Holocaust memorial or indeed a learning centre. That is not the case as far as I am 
concerned and I do not believe that it is the case among any other members of the 
Committee who are speaking against the Bill. … 
col 71GC It is my contention that the proposal for the inclusion of a learning centre as 
currently planned is wholly misconceived and needs to be scrapped in its current form. 
The decision to create a learning centre in addition to a memorial to the Holocaust lies at 
the heart of many of the criticisms of this project, and I ask the Government to think again 
about whether they should really be backing this ill-thought-out addition to a memorial in 
Victoria Tower Gardens. … In addition, because of the constrictions in the overall size, the 
proposed centre is too small to encompass a learning centre providing an exhibition that 
can fully explore the historical background of anti-Semitism in Europe as well as the 
development of persecution of the Jewish population over more than a decade, first in 
Germany and then in countries conquered by the Germans. Obviously, such an exhibition 
would also need to cover fully the establishment of concentration camps, the transporting 
of Jews and other victims to them, the forced labour and torture of those imprisoned and 
the final solution, as the Nazis described it, in the gas chambers at Auschwitz and 
elsewhere. It would need to include what was known about the existence of the camps in 
Germany and elsewhere, and it would need to cover the liberation and what happened to 
the survivors, covering a wide range of their individual stories. I also hope that the learning 
centre and its contents would reflect how these horrific events could be prevented from 
ever happening again in Europe. All of this suggests that a large amount of space is 
needed to do justice to the wide range of issues that need to be covered. Unless that space 
is provided, the young people and children who might visit it would do just as well to stay 
in their schools and be taught about the Holocaust in a way that fully represents the horrors 
of what happened. 
Turning to what is planned in this project, it is for a learning experience in exhibition spaces 
that are entirely underground. Presumably this was the architect’s solution to the 
constraints of the site vis-à-vis a large enough building above ground, but it is a poor 
solution from the point of view of those paying to visit it. They will be cooped up in cramped 
galleries with no natural light and with limited coverage of the Holocaust. It is also a poor 
solution from the point of view of the extra cost in construction and the risk of flood or fire 
in underground galleries. … 
col 72GC … Amendment 13 … has the effect of confining the proposal set out in the Bill 
to a memorial. I ask the Government to take such an amendment seriously. The current 
proposal for a memorial and a learning centre is estimated to cost, as has been set out 
clearly by those speaking on the earlier group of amendments, to more than £138 million, 
considerably more with the large contingency that has been included, bringing the figure 
up to something like £190 million at current prices. A well designed and compelling stand-
alone memorial with a courtyard could be constructed for around £25 million in Victoria 
Tower Gardens. A much improved Holocaust learning centre, relocated in a more suitable 
place elsewhere, ought to be considered for the second stage of this project. Such a 
decision would help remove the massive controversy associated with the Bill … 

 

Lord Blencathra: … An Ofcom report of July 2022 showed that for teenagers, Instagram 
gave them 29% of the news, TikTok 28% and YouTube 28%. These are the main sources 
of news with ITV and the BBC way down in fourth and fifth places. The Ofcom report also 
states: “Users of TikTok for news claim to get more of their news on the platform from 
‘other people they follow’ (44%) than ‘news organisations’ (24%).” 
The report continues: “Teenagers today are increasingly unlikely to pick up a newspaper 
or tune into TV News, instead preferring to keep up-to-date by scrolling through their social 
feeds”. 
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col 73GC If those social media outlets were accurate, we would have little concern, but 
also in July 2023 we had a United Nations report History Under Attack. It was a co-
operation with an Oxford organisation and found that up to half of Holocaust-related 
content on Telegram denied or distorted the facts. It said that distortion and Holocaust 
denial was present on all social media but that moderation and education can significantly 
reduce this. … These were the findings: on Telegram, there was 50% distortion and denial 
of the Holocaust in English language messages; on Twitter, which is now X, there was 
19% distortion; on TikTok, 17%; on Facebook, 8%; and on Instagram, 3%. Many of those 
comments were anti-Semitic as well. 
Another key finding of the United Nations report is that the researchers identified that 
perpetrators have learned to evade content moderation through the use of humorous and 
parodic memes as a strategy intended to normalise anti-Semitic ideas and make them 
appear mainstream. … I found hundreds on the internet, some suggesting that the Jews 
had attacked USS “Liberty” in 1967, others that the Jews had brought down the Twin 
Towers in New York. Some said that if America was to save itself then it had to declare 
war on Israel. Thousands of these memes are absolutely scurrilous, despicable lies and 
hate-filled, but millions of our young people are lapping them up. 
Up to even three years ago, I thought that education on the Holocaust of 80 years ago was 
all that we needed to do, but now we see hundreds of thousands of people on our streets 
calling for a new Holocaust, the destruction of Israel and the extermination of the Jews. 
Indeed, in 2019 the BBC published a poll of more than 2,000 people that was carried out 
by Opinion Matters for the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. It found, and this is quite 
frightening, that 5% of UK adults—that is, out of 45 million—do not believe that the 
Holocaust took place, and one in 12 believes that its scale has been exaggerated. Some 
45% of those polled said they did not know how many people were killed in the Holocaust, 
while 19% believed that fewer than 2 million Jews were murdered and 5% believed that 
there was no Holocaust at all; that is 2.2 million people. That is frightening—all those British 
people denying the Holocaust or completely ignorant about it. 
It is therefore essential that we create an endowment fund to undertake 24/7 Holocaust 
education and rebuttal of all the new anti-Semitic attacks. That is why we need a proper 
campus, as recommended in the Holocaust Commission report, staffed by experts who 
can work online 24/7 countermanding lies about the Holocaust and the new Holocaust 
demand to push the Jews out of Israel, their homeland, from the river to the sea. Anti-
Semitism is on the rise worldwide, and it seems to be even worse in the UK, so a 
monument to the unique Holocaust of 80 years ago is essential. Equally essential is annual 
funding to tackle the new lies about Jews and the calls for their extermination. … 

 

col 74GC Lord Robathan (Conservative): … the Holocaust memorial galleries in the 
Imperial War Museum … are incredibly instructive and similar to the ones outside Tel Aviv, 
whereas somewhere here would be about one-eighth of the size. 

 

Lord Blencathra: … they are extraordinary. The good thing about the museum is that it 
has physical artefacts, although not many—it has more Nazi uniforms than Jewish 
uniforms —but it has physical things to look at, whereas the Adjaye bunker will merely 
have videos showing on a screen that kids can look at on their mobile phones and iPads 
much more easily. Why build a museum if you have nothing physical to put in it?  
The Holocaust Commission concluded on the Imperial War Museum by saying: “It is the 
view of the Commission that this is a viable option, provided a way can be found to meet 
the Commission’s vision for a prominent and striking memorial”. … 

 

col 76GC Baroness Fleet (Conservative): … As Prime Minister in 2015, my noble friend 
Lord Cameron of Chipping Norton had a noble ambition when, with cross-party support, 
he announced details of his proposal. … There is no doubt that the original ambition has 
been radically reduced as, now, the proposed learning centre would be just a few rooms, 
all digital. … 
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Several eminent historians, including Sir Richard Evans, have pointed out that London’s 
contribution would be put to shame by what can be seen elsewhere in the world—indeed, 
in our own Imperial War Museum … They are indeed world-class: through more than 2,000 
photos, books and letters, they tell individual stories of some of the 6 million Jewish people 
murdered in the Holocaust. 
The first room is extraordinary. It introduces us, through home movies, music and photos, 
to Jewish families across Europe in the early 1930s. They are smiling and posing on 
graduation from school or university, at family weddings, skiing and playing table tennis. 
With the dark reality of what was to come, we then see personal possessions—a child’s 
teddy bear, a darning mushroom and sheet music—displayed in the large cabinets. A 
dozen or so spacious, themed rooms link events from the rise of Hitler through to the final 
solution. It is a profound, emotional and educational experience.  
col 77GC The proposed learning centre, squeezed into the very limited space of Victoria 
Tower Gardens, lacks this essential content and impact. Surely the Imperial War Museum, 
set in the verdant 14-acre Harmsworth Park just a mile from Westminster, is a potential 
alternative site for the Holocaust memorial and learning centre. The Victoria Tower 
Gardens site is totally inappropriate. … 

 

Lord Hodgson of Astley Abbotts (Conservative): … the Jewish Museum in Camden 
has closed due to a lack of funding. All its exhibits are now in storage. It might be worth 
while considering that this could be included in an overall context of a British-Jewish 
experience and a national, or London, Jewish museum. … 
col 78GC In his reply in the Second Reading debate, the Minister said: “We estimate that 
there will be 11 coaches per day, using a proposed coach bay on a quieter section of 
Millbank”.—[Official Report, 4/9/24; col. 1225.] … 
Eleven coaches a day is 660 people. Are we going to do all this for 660 people? Surely 
not. The idea is that this should be much bigger than that. If we then ask what estimates 
are being given for the number of people, it comes out usually as between 3,000 and 
4,000. That number means that you are going to need about 58 coaches a day. … 
col 79GC I share the view that the learning centre is not in a good place. In my view, it is 
going to be born in the spirit of rancour, whereas it surely should be born in the spirit of 
remembrance and healing. … 

 

Lord Blencathra: My noble friend mentioned the Jewish Museum in Camden, which has 
closed down. Is he aware that it says that it has 28,000 items and artefacts—including 
Jewish art, and examples showing the Jewish way of life going back centuries—in 
storage? Can he understand why, on the one hand, we have plans for this learning centre 
in Victoria gardens that will have no artefacts while, on the other, we have a closed-down 
museum with 28,000 artefacts looking for a home? Can the Government explain why on 
earth they are unable to marry them up and put the two together in a big, proper museum 
and learning centre, as the Holocaust Commission recommended? … 

 

Baroness Deech: … apparently the learning centre will have only digital and audio 
material in it, so why not just send us round the country, in whatever way can be done 
technologically these days, rather than bringing people to London? … 
col 80GC The inadequacy of Holocaust education, which is well known, can be seen on 
the streets of London every week and on our campuses. Young people who have had 
some education about the Holocaust at school cannot make the connection between that 
and the vicious hatred of Israel today, the attacks on the survival of Jewish people, the 
resurgence of Nazi language and images, and the violence we find against Jewish people 
as they go about their businesses or go to synagogue. That is because of the failing of 
Holocaust education in two respects. First, it places the hatred of Jews in a box, something 
that was the exclusive province of the Nazis 90 years ago and ended at the end of the 
Second World War. The planned learning centre will compound that. 
The other failing is the presentation of many genocides as if they had anything in common.  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=&ColumnNumber=1225&House=2&ExternalId=E144E0C7-C2C9-442D-A0C6-83E6420C4790
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The messages coming from the learning centre, as far as one can tell, will be “Do not be 
a bystander” and “Hatred is what brought on the Holocaust and other genocides”. That 
serves as an obfuscation and diversion of blame. It misses the point entirely: it was 2,000 
years of anti-Semitism. The civilised world has said “Never again”, but that is 
overoptimistic. Anti-Semitism remains alive and well, not only among the denizens of 
Hamas, Hezbollah and Iran but of course, since 7 October, in countries hitherto thought 
immune, such as the Western world. 
Holocaust education has failed, but it should include the place of Israel in the world and in 
Jewish life and history. Scholars say that the Holocaust found Jews defenceless. After 7 
October, sadly, a Jewish state was able to hit back and may eliminate its enemies, but 
certainly Israel provides a haven for Jews elsewhere who find themselves threatened by 
this new anti-Semitism. That fairly obvious statement shows what is so wrong about the 
theme and location of the memorial planned for VTG. As the noble Lord, Lord Pickles, has 
said, his intent is that seeing the Palace of Westminster and being reminded of the power 
of democracy means that there is protection for Jewish people under British values, but 
that is historically and contemporaneously wrong. Democracy here, now and in the past, 
has not protected Jewish minorities. We can see that even today there are plenty of people 
in our democratic Government who wish Israel ill and who have failed to protect the Jewish 
community from the pressure that it faces right now. 
What saves people from genocide? It is having a state of one’s own and the means of self-
defence. … As the late Lord Sacks of blessed memory pointed out, today’s anti-Semitism 
is directed at the world’s only Jewish state, which should be a haven for a persecuted 
minority. He called for Holocaust education to be in context—the context of Jewish history 
over the millennia, and Jewish culture. In regard to the Holocaust, it is wrong for people to 
learn only about that and nothing else. The ill-educated person in the street often 
associates Jews only with the images of concentration camps and knows nothing other 
than that—nothing about Jewish history and practices. 
col 81GC That is made worse by the films, some of them ghoulish, that deal with that 
period. This concentration on the Holocaust, taken out of context and history, turns it into 
just a word for describing something dreadful, which is casually used, as is the word 
“genocide”. It even results in those accusations being turned against the Jewish people. 
Holocaust education needs a complete overhaul, rather than being frozen into the same 
inadequate frame that we will find in the learning centre. That is why there needs to be an 
endowment fund and a professor, as suggested in Amendment 32, because those 
awkward topics of anti-Semitism today and Israel need to be faced up to and explained. 
We want to know why the Government have abandoned the suggested endowment 
fund. … 
We know about the drawbacks of VTG—the cramped nature, the deprivation of local 
residents, the breach of trust, the environmental damage, the flooding risk, the fire risk, 
the crowding and the security. The cost is bound to rise. … 
col 82GC Advances in technology lessen the case for the exhibition hall. There are already 
six memorials in this country and 21 learning centres. No one has stopped to think what 
effect they have or what they achieve. Is anything lacking? Why do we need another one? 
What is it for? Of course, people outside London will find it hard to get to. … 
There is no evidence that a visit to this will make any difference. There are 300 memorials 
around the world, from New Zealand to China, and nobody measures the effect. In fact, 
anti-Semitism is growing. The memorial will provide a nice political backdrop for politicians 
who want to pose against it and say, “I don’t have a racist bone in my body”, but it will not 
help prevent anti-Semitism today. I support the movement to create a wonderful new 
Jewish museum like the fabulous one in Warsaw, which is placed where the Warsaw 
ghetto used to be and has made that into a sacred site. … 

 

col 83GC Lord Carlile of Berriew: … What if … there is a terrorism outrage in a learning 
centre in Victoria Tower Gardens,  which  is  far  more  likely  to  be  visible than an above- 
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ground sculpture made of very solid materials? Bronze is very difficult to damage, even 
with a bomb. We would then have security of the kind that we cannot imagine at present, 
which would make it extremely difficult for those wishing to visit the learning centre and 
also extremely inconvenient for those of us who have worked in this building for years. … 
A Holocaust learning centre has to be complex. … There will have to be academics there 
who are supervising doctorates and other postgraduate degrees in Holocaust studies. 
There will have to be exhibition rooms and halls which will host the relicts of people such 
as my mother, who wrote down most of her history, which I have by my desk in my home. 
These are things that belong in a Holocaust learning centre, where people who are looking 
for a real understanding of the Holocaust can see what happened. 
col 84GC My view is that the aspiration of a learning centre should be that people emerge 
shuddering at the thought of the Shoah, shocked by the evidence, determined to tell their 
children and their grandchildren what happened during the Holocaust, and absolutely set 
upon demonstrating to everyone they know that anti-Semitism is not to be tolerated, 
however defined. We know what it is even without a complex definition. … 
I do not want to take my grandchildren to see computer images that they can watch sitting 
in our television room at home where I can talk them through them; I want them to see real 
artefacts that tell them what the Holocaust was about, and we cannot do that in a 
shoebox. … 

 

col 85GC Lord Pickles: … In terms of its size, it is by no means unusual among Holocaust 
museums. I talked about the Berlin museum, which is subterranean and roughly that size. 
Jasenovac is roughly that size. If we talk about museums in Warsaw, a short walk from 
the POLIN museum is a museum dedicated to the uprising, which is roughly the same 
size. 
As for new things, we have discovered, hidden for 80 years, some tapes by Patrick Gordon 
Walker, who many here will remember. He went in the week after Dimbleby did his famous 
interviews and interviewed inmates of the camp as well as perpetrators. We also have the 
first recording of the singing of Hatikvah after liberation. As the Government took the 
decision to release all the documents relating to the Holocaust, we have lots of new 
material that has simply not been seen. It will certainly address what we knew and when 
we knew it. 
In terms of getting an idea of what it would look like, if Members have visited Hut 27 at 
Auschwitz, which is an audio-visual experience of the book burning and the effect that it 
had on Jewish life and young people, they will know that that gives you an idea. You cannot 
say, “We need to embrace new technologies”, then criticise us for doing precisely that. … 
col 86GC My noble friend is right about TikTok and other social media, which is why we 
produced … 80 Objects/80 Lives in which Holocaust survivors describe a particular object 
that kept them going through the Holocaust. … 
In order to ensure that we never lose sight of the Jewish nature of the Holocaust, our 
director of the exhibition is a former deputy director of Yad Vashem. We work regularly 
with Yad Vashem on this, and there is a lot of interest. … 
We want to use this as a taster to move things out to younger people, to use new 
technologies and to start to communicate in a way in which we have not done because—
this is a point that has been made—Holocaust education is peculiarly wrong in terms of 
teaching about anti-Semitism so far as it relates to Israel. Despite what the noble 
Baroness, Lady Deech, said about me, I agree with her point regarding Jewish life and 
Israel: Jewish life is an important part of the British character. It is what makes us tick; 
without them, we would be in a worse state. … 

 

col 87GC Baroness Deech: Can I just ask the noble Lord why he thinks that being a tourist 
attraction that attracts millions is compatible with commemoration, grief, prayer, 
remembrance and all the other things that the commission called for and that are normally 
associated with a Holocaust memorial? There is a little plaque to one of my grandmothers 
in Manchester; that brings me more solace than any number of millions of people tramping  
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through the gardens then heading off to have an ice cream. 
 

Lord Pickles: It is important not to conflate the solemn nature of the memorial with the 
learning centre; they are two distinct but integrated matters. … we want people who go to 
the learning centre and come away having learned something. … 

 

col 88GC Baroness Scott of Bybrook: … At a time when we are seeing growing anti-
Semitism while marking the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, we 
need to recommit ourselves to the memory of the Holocaust … My noble friend Lord 
Blencathra … was right to highlight the need for proper Holocaust education as we work 
to counter anti-Semitism. 
I take this opportunity … to ask the Minister to update me on what steps his department is 
taking to counter rising anti-Semitism in this country. … 

 

Lord Khan of Burnley: … The need for a learning centre was set out clearly in the 2015 
report, Britain’s Promise to Remember, published by the Prime Minister’s Holocaust 
Commission and accepted by all major political parties. 
col 89GC The commission proposed “that the National Memorial should be co-located with 
a world-class Learning Centre. This would be a must-see destination using the latest 
technology to engage and inspire vast numbers of visitors”. 
That remains the Government’s intention. We want to put in place a learning centre that 
will set the memorial in context and will be a moving and inspiring experience for visitors. 
… It is certain that the experience of entering the underground exhibition space through 
the bronze fins of the memorial will be a powerful introduction for all visitors. 
Our proposal for a learning centre integrated with the Holocaust memorial is a tangible 
demonstration of the importance that we attach to education, which has been at the heart 
of this programme from the outset. The creation of the memorial and learning centre will 
be a further development of the significant efforts already taking place to deepen 
understanding of the Holocaust. Already, the Holocaust is the only historic event that is 
compulsory in the national curriculum for history at key stage 3, for pupils aged 11 to 14. 
The Prime Minister has made a strong personal commitment that this Government will 
seek to give every young person the opportunity to hear a recorded survivor testimony. 
The Government fund the Holocaust Educational Trust’s “Lessons from Auschwitz” 
programme and Holocaust Memorial Day. It is right that we should also build this Holocaust 
memorial with a co-located learning centre as a focal point for national commemoration to 
demonstrate our commitment to ensuring that the lessons of the Holocaust are never 
forgotten. …  
The Holocaust Commission recommended that a new world-class learning centre should 
physically accompany the new national memorial. The learning centre will provide an 
opportunity to learn about the Holocaust close to the memorial and will therefore provide 
necessary context to the memorial. It is essential that the learning centre should be co-
located with the memorial. … 
col 91GC The reasons why co-location matters are clear. We want the Holocaust to be 
understood. We cannot assume that visitors, however powerfully they may be affected by 
the memorial, will have even a basic understanding of the facts of the Holocaust. We 
cannot assume that they will recognise the relevance of the Holocaust to us, here in Great 
Britain, now and in the years to come. A co-located learning centre provides the 
opportunity to give facts, setting the memorial in context and prompting visitors to reflect. 
I have no doubt that visitors will be motivated to learn more, as I was when I visited the 
Washington memorial. For many, the learning centre will be a starting point. I am confident 
that many visitors will want to explore the subject further at the Imperial War Museum in 
Lambeth, at the Holocaust Centre and Museum in Nottinghamshire, at Holocaust Centre 
North in Huddersfield and at many other excellent institutions in the UK and abroad. If the 
memorial were not accompanied by a learning centre, how many opportunities would be 
missed? Is it realistic to expect  that  thousands  of  visitors  would  see  the memorial and  
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decide then to make a journey of some miles across London to search out further 
information? Perhaps some would; I am certain that a great many would not. … 

 

col 92GC Lord Carlile of Berriew: I am troubled by the Minister repeatedly using the term 
“world-class”. Could he give us some comparators that enable him to say that what is 
offered in this centre is world-class? In what respect is it in the same class as the POLIN 
centre in Warsaw or Yad Vashem? Those centres set the standard for world-class. How 
can he make that claim for a small centre that will have only computerised images? 

 

Lord Khan of Burnley: I will affirm the point. The noble Lord talked about Yad Vashem. 
The content for the learning centre is being developed by a leading international curator, 
Yehudit Shendar, formerly of Yad Vashem. The ambition and vision is to have a quality 
curator with a strong academic advisory board. 

 

col 93GC Baroness Deech: … Sir Richard Evans, who is our greatest historian of 
Germany, and who has been outstanding in combating Holocaust denial, said at the public 
inquiry that the learning centre will be a national and international embarrassment. 

 

Lord Khan of Burnley: … Everyone is entitled to their opinion … 
The overall focus of the learning centre must of course remain clearly on the Holocaust, 
and it must be wholly integrated with the national memorial to the 6 million Jews murdered 
in the Holocaust. We want to be sure that visitors are left in no doubt about the nature of 
the Holocaust. Having seen the memorial, they should clearly understand what it 
represents. For those reasons, it simply does not make sense to envisage a learning 
centre located elsewhere and carrying a much broader set of messages. 
The history of the Jewish people is rich and deep. Jewish communities have a long history 
in Britain that needs to be understood, including of course the history of anti-Semitism, 
extending for many centuries. Telling such a story requires expertise, creativity and space. 
The Jewish Museum London told this story well, making excellent use of the tens of 
thousands of artefacts in its collection. I wish the museum well in its search for a new 
home. … But I am sure that we should recognise the differences between the purpose of 
a Jewish museum in London and the aims of a learning centre located with a Holocaust 
museum. Each has a distinct and hugely important aim. Placing the Holocaust learning 
centre wholly within the Jewish Museum could easily mean a loss of focus and would 
certainly require breaking the essential link between the learning centre and the 
memorial. … 
col 94GC … Let me be clear. Anti-Semitism is completely abhorrent and has no place in 
our society, which is why we are taking a strong lead in tackling it in all its forms. The 
Government are particularly concerned about the sharp rise in anti-Semitism and will not 
tolerate this. We have allocated £54 million for the Community Security Trust to continue 
its vital work until 2028, providing security to schools, synagogues and other Jewish 
community buildings. We have been actively exploring a more integrated and cohesive 
approach to tackling all forms of racial and religious hatred. We continue to work closely 
with the noble Lord, Lord Pickles, in his important work of IHRA. Also, the noble Lord, Lord 
Mann, continues his work as an anti-Semitism adviser to the Government. … 

 

Baroness Blackstone: … I tried to set out as clearly as I could why what is being proposed 
for this learning centre is inadequate. There is not enough space for it; the proposals for a 
computerised exhibition are deeply disappointing; and what I hoped the Minister might say 
is that he would take this away, have a look at it and discuss it with his officials and others 
who have expertise in the provision of learning centres on this subject. There was none of 
that. I can only say that I am disappointed … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-
1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill  

 

The Amendments discussed above can be read at 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59312/documents/6076 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59312/documents/6076
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The Holocaust Commission recommendations referred to above by Lord Blencathra, 
Viscount Eccles, and others can be read at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7e51c1e5274a2e8ab47401/Holocaust_
Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf  

 

David Cameron’s comment referred to above by Baroness Scott of Bybrook can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/25th-anniversary-of-the-holocaust-
educational-trust-prime-ministers-speech  

 

The National Audit Office report referred to above by Lord Khan of Burnley can be read at 
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Investigation-into-the-management-
of-the-Holocaust-Memorial-and-Learning-Centre.pdf  

 

The online testimony referred to above by Lord Khan of Burnley can be accessed at 
https://www.holocausttestimony.org.uk/  
 

The Ofcom report referred to above by Lord Blencathra can be read at 
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/tv-radio-
and-on-demand-research/tv-research/news/news-consumption-2022/news-consumption-
in-the-uk-2022-report.pdf  

 

The United Nations report referred to above by Lord Blencathra can be read at 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382159  
 

The findings of the Opinion Matters poll referred to above by Lord Blencathra can be read at 
https://hmd.org.uk/news/about-our-research-to-mark-holocaust-memorial-day/  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Lords oral answers “Gaza: BBC Coverage” that are included in the Home 
Affairs section above, and 

 

Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A “Iranian State Threats” that are included 
in the Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Palestinian Rights: Government Support 
col 79WH Edward Leigh (Conservative): … I have just returned from a trip to Israel and 
the west bank organised by Yachad, a moderate Jewish group that seeks to promote 
peace between Arab and Jew. … 
We went to a couple of the kibbutzim that were attacked on 7 October, which was of course 
incredibly moving. I want to start, in order to have a fair balance, by unequivocally 
condemning Hamas and all their dealings, and the way they even killed women and 
babies. … 
What was most moving about the trip was to be in a kibbutz listening to an 80-year-old 
lady. On that day in October she was cowering with her husband; her daughter was down 
the road. Next door to her daughter, people in their eighties were deliberately burned to 
death. What did that woman say to us? She said, “All my life, I’ve striven for peace, and I 
will go on striving for peace. I even took my driving test in Gaza. I have many friends in 
Gaza.” What an inspiring moment that was. 
Later, we talked to another Israeli woman, whose son had been shot dead by a Palestinian 
sniper when he was simply doing his military service. She too said, “I’m absolutely 
dedicated to peace.” We talked to the brother of a hostage who was a conscript dragged 
from his tank—he is still a hostage—and he also talked of peace. We talked to a youngish  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7e51c1e5274a2e8ab47401/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7e51c1e5274a2e8ab47401/Holocaust_Commission_Report_Britains_promise_to_remember.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/25th-anniversary-of-the-holocaust-educational-trust-prime-ministers-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/25th-anniversary-of-the-holocaust-educational-trust-prime-ministers-speech
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Investigation-into-the-management-of-the-Holocaust-Memorial-and-Learning-Centre.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Investigation-into-the-management-of-the-Holocaust-Memorial-and-Learning-Centre.pdf
https://www.holocausttestimony.org.uk/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand-research/tv-research/news/news-consumption-2022/news-consumption-in-the-uk-2022-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand-research/tv-research/news/news-consumption-2022/news-consumption-in-the-uk-2022-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand-research/tv-research/news/news-consumption-2022/news-consumption-in-the-uk-2022-report.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382159
https://hmd.org.uk/news/about-our-research-to-mark-holocaust-memorial-day/


 20 

 

Palestinian, whose father is very well known and has been imprisoned by the Israelis for a 
very long time, and they also talked of peace. We talked to the Prime Minister of the 
Palestinian Authority, who also talked of peace. 
The purpose of this debate, if we have any moral authority at all, is to convince our 
moderate Israeli friends that it is simply not in the long-term interests of Israel to hold down 
in occupation some 5 million Palestinians—2 million in Gaza and 3 million in the west bank. 
There are many moderate Israeli citizens—I would say a majority—who agree with that 
supposition. However, there are some extremist settlers who have the completely wrong 
idea that somehow they can expel people who have lived for centuries in the west bank 
from their ancestral homelands. … 
On our visit, we spent time in the west bank. It was incredibly moving to visit a small 
Palestinian settlement on dry lands to see how they were coping. We saw a beautifully 
turned-out little girl, the same age as my granddaughter, living in those appalling 
conditions. In that very hot and dry climate, they traditionally sheltered in caves to protect 
themselves from the heat, and from the cold in winter, and extremist settlers had 
deliberately smashed the caves. We went to another village nearby where the hall had 
been deliberately smashed. The moment that we turned up, two young settlers—I can only 
describe them as punks—turned up with sub-machine-guns, in a clear act of 
intimidation. … 
col 80WH Data from the United Nations Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
suggests that there were 1,800 incidents of settler violence on the west bank between 7 
October 2023 and 31 December 2024, which is an average of four a day. With the whole 
world’s attention on Gaza, perhaps there has been too little attention on the west bank. … 
The olive harvest in October and November has been a particular time of tension. Harvests 
have been interfered with and crops damaged. Often the police, army and armed settlers, 
organised as civilian security co-ordinators, are either physically present or alleged 
participants. Settlers and soldiers have attacked, beaten or threatened harvesters. There 
are even eight cases of live fire being directed at Palestinian farmers. … 
The west bank is economically precarious, and destroying crops or preventing a harvest is 
extremely damaging. Hundreds of Palestinian-owned olive trees have been torched, 
sawed down or destroyed. Because of the deployment of Israeli troops in Gaza and 
Lebanon, settlers have been drafted into the army to protect other settlers. As a 
consequence, some settlers have committed violence while in Israel Defence Forces 
uniform. 
A delegation of British rabbis organised by Yachad witnessed young settlers spitting at and 
kicking a Palestinian woman in Hebron. … 
It was moving, when we went to Ramallah, to talk to a grandmother—actually, she is a 
very distinguished banker—who cannot even see her grandson in Nablus, because 
although it is a very quick drive to Nablus from Ramallah, there are so many checkpoints 
that it takes seven or eight hours to get there. … 
Virtually every application—over 90% of them—to build or extend a settlement is granted, 
but virtually every application by Palestinians to build is rejected. … 
col 81WH There is no solution other than a two-state solution. … 
There is a role for us, and it is not just moral. We had a very good meeting with our Foreign 
Office civil servants in the West Bank Protection Consortium. … they are doing a 
tremendous job in calling out some of this settler violence. 
We were anxious to get both sides of this issue, so we also had a meeting with the Israeli 
foreign service. They were very reasonable and charming people. … Of course, I raised 
the issue of settler violence—why would I not? They said, “Oh, it’s illegal.” Of course it is 
illegal, but the Israeli Government could stop it tomorrow. They choose not to. … 

 

Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): … Last month, I was with the Father of the House as part 
of a cross-party group of MPs who visited the occupied west bank and Israel. While in 
southern Israel, we also had the chance to look towards Gaza from a distance. We stood  
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up high on a viewing platform that looked toward the Mediterranean and, through a 
telescope … what emerged was the stark image of the bombed-out buildings and smashed 
streets of a war-torn city. It was truly a vision of hell. 
Just this week, Israel has suspended aid deliveries to Gaza—a move that is all the more 
devastating during the holy month of Ramadan, when food has particular significance. The 
latest blockade confirms that the Netanyahu Government see humanitarian aid as a 
bargaining chip; it is a callous tactic of political leverage… 
col 82WH On our trip we visited the site of the Nova music festival—a very moving sight 
indeed—where nearly 800 young Israelis were murdered on that horrific night of 7 October. 
We also met Yotam Cohen, brother of Nimrod Cohen, who was taken hostage by Hamas 
and remains with them. Yotam Cohen’s cold anger at the Netanyahu Government was 
palpable to everyone who met him. He felt that the Government could have freed his 
brother, along with all the other hostages, much sooner—many months ago. 
But while the tens of thousands of deaths in Gaza rightly deserve our attention … we 
became very conscious of the fact that a future Palestinian state is being slowly suffocated 
by extremist Israeli settlers enabled and protected by the Israeli police and armed forces. 
… In Ramallah, I met the general union of Palestinian co-operatives, which shared with 
me video footage showing how, miraculously, amid the rubble of Gaza, the agricultural co-
op is growing seedlings for strawberries, peppers and aubergines, and trying to rebuild an 
income for all those who have been devastated by the war. … 
Throughout our visit, the resilience of the Palestinian people was evident. Arab Barghouti, 
son of the jailed Palestinian politician Marwan Barghouti, told us that his people’s very 
existence is itself an act of resilience and resistance. Mohammad Mustafa, the Palestinian 
Prime Minister, perhaps put it best when he told us, “Being hopeless is not a privilege we 
Palestinians can have.” … 

 

col 83WH Pippa Heylings (Liberal Democrat): … Together with other Members … I have 
just returned from a cross-party visit to Israel and the west bank—a journey that brought 
us face to face with the human cost of war and violence for Israelis and Palestinians. … 
On the one hand are the atrocities perpetrated by Hamas on 7 October, killing over 1,200 
people and taking hundreds of hostages, with 60 still held captive. On the other hand is 
the brutal war in Gaza, killing 45,000 Palestinians, including 18,000 children, displacing 
thousands and imprisoning many. 
A different kind of violence extends to the west bank. It is not new and it did not start on 7 
October. It has been ongoing and escalating since the ceasefire agreement. … we were 
witness to the impacts of daily violence by extremist settlers in the occupied territories and 
of the policies that continue to erode the rights and dignity of the Palestinian people. That 
includes the rights of the young Palestinian schoolgirl and her family, whom we visited in 
their village of Susya. She told us how, on a nightly basis, she is woken up terrified by 
marauding settlers who have set up their outpost nearby. … 
We visited the nearby primary school, built with UK and European aid funding, that had 
been completely demolished by the settlers. Desks were mangled and educational picture 
books were strewn in the rubble. Through a remaining window, we had a clear view of the 
settler outpost. From there, a quad bike came rushing towards us with two settler youths, 
grins on their faces, swagger in their steps and a sub-machine-gun slung over their 
shoulder. … 
That is why many people, Israeli and international, offer to provide what is called a 
protective presence for Palestinian schoolchildren in the rural areas in their villages to try 
to ensure that they have the basic right of safety as they walk to school. They also provide 
a protective presence for Palestinian farmers to harvest their crops. 
That same night, after we left the village, between 3 am and 5 am there was a settler 
incursion during which the neighbour’s car was torched with a petrol bomb. … 
There is impunity for the perpetrators, and the removal of the equal rights of Israelis and 
Palestinians in the law and in the protection of  the  police.  In fact, since 2005, only 3% of  

 



 22 

 

investigations into ideologically motivated crime against Palestinians in the west bank led 
to a full or partial conviction. … 
col 84WH There has been a huge increase in settlement and settler violence since the 
Hamas attacks on 7 October. With attention focused on Gaza and the hostage crisis in 
Israel, it has given settlers an opportunity to attack with increasing impunity. … 

 

Richard Burgon (Labour): … We need absolute clarity in this House that every single 
Palestinian man, woman and child has the right to life and the right to a decent existence, 
and that Palestinians have a right to a state. … 
Yesterday, the Prime Minister quite rightly said that Putin’s invasion of Ukraine was “vile”. 
We want that moral clarity in relation to the actions of Netanyahu’s Government. What that 
Government have done to the people of Gaza and the people of the west bank is vile. A 
war crime is a war crime, whoever commits it—whether it be Putin, Netanyahu or anyone 
else. … 
col 85WH In relation to the unlawful invasion of Ukraine and Russia’s war crimes, the 
Government have shown that they know how to introduce widespread sanctions, and they 
have rightly done so. 
We need widespread sanctions to be brought against Israel until it complies with 
international law and stops the war crimes. … 

 

Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): … People’s thirst to gain peace, and in particular peace 
through justice, has led to a search for peace through international law, hence the 
application that was made by South Africa to the International Court of Justice and the 
application that was made to the International Criminal Court. … 
I was recently in The Hague … for the launch of The Hague Group. The group is made up 
of a number of nations that have determined to proselytise on every global stage for the 
carrying out of international law, with respect to the illegal nature of the occupation and the 
bombardment of Gaza, as well as the continuing bombardment of the west bank. … 
col 86WH I wrote yesterday to the Prime Minister to ask that he initiate a Chilcot-style 
inquiry into the whole gamut of policies in relation to Israel, Palestine and the conduct of 
this war. I think that we, as a country, need examine ourselves in this, and what we have 
actually done over the past few years. … 
In my letter, I put the following points to the Prime Minister. History is repeating itself. 
Today, the death toll in Gaza has exceeded 61,000; two Israeli officials are now warranted 
by the ICC for war crimes; and Britain has played a highly influential role in all of that. A 
recent report by the British Palestinian Committee outlined the extent of that relationship, 
including the sale of weapons, the supply of intelligence and the use of RAF bases in 
Cyprus. Many of us have repeatedly objected to the use of those bases, and the continuing 
supply of weapons. We must pursue all the avenues that we can for an independent inquiry 
and some transparency about what is going on. 
Our Government—both the current and previous Governments—have supplied weapons, 
have supplied intelligence and have allowed the use of the RAF bases in Akrotiri. Some 
61,000 people are already dead in Gaza, there is a rising death toll in the west bank and 
… the Israeli Government are encouraging the settlement policy. Let us have some 
transparency and let us hold our Government to account so that we can play our part in 
bringing about peace and justice for the people of the region. … 

 

Uma Kumaran (Labour): … Last week, as a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, I 
travelled to the west bank—to the Occupied Palestinian Territories—and passed through 
area C. We also visited Saudi, where we met leaders to discuss their plans and hopes for 
peace. We went to Jordan, where we met Ministers, and again discussed their plans and 
their hopes for peace. Finally, we went to Tel Aviv and to East and West Jerusalem. We 
went into the heart of the Knesset and met our counterparts on the Foreign Affairs and 
Defence Committee. 
col 87WH It was a sobering trip, but I believe in the invaluable power of diplomacy and the  
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immeasurable importance of seeing places in person, so that we can come back and speak 
authentically about the reality of what is happening on the ground. … 
I have come home determined to redouble my efforts to find peace, as well as to stand up 
and be a voice for the things I have seen. In Israel, it is evident that the release of the 
hostages and the return of the bodies is paramount, and the issue seems to be hampering 
any chance of progress. The nation is in deep collective trauma and grief. Every single 
person has a story of being touched by the terror of 7 October and Hamas. 
I met former hostage families who are themselves calling for peace, and who feel the pain 
of what is happening on the Palestinian side. … I was there on the day of the Bibas family 
funerals—a mother and her two young babies, who were killed. Grief permeates that 
society, which I fear may never recover. … 
The frustrations of people in Israel are palpable, and those frustrations are with their 
political class. Sitting down with counterparts in the Knesset, I saw no will or desire to push 
forward for peace. That was sobering and, frankly, quite depressing. Without breaking 
diplomatic protocol, I will say that some of what was openly said to us … was sobering. I 
certainly would not say things like that in Parliament; it is not acceptable, and we must call 
it out at every turn. … 
In the Occupied Palestinian Territories, I was the only Member of Parliament who was able 
to go and meet Bedouin women and their children. I do not care to repeat some of what 
they showed me on their phones; the Bedouin—particularly the women and children—face 
unfathomable settler violence … The community’s wider conditions are stark: their access 
to electricity is limited, and their access to water is hampered. There is a stream within 
touching distance, but they are unable to use it: above it there is a sign, with a Star of 
David, that makes it very clear that they may not drink or even touch the water. It is 
terrifying and shocking. 
col 88WH I was there as a member of the Foreign Affairs Committee with full diplomatic 
protection, security and a reinforced 4x4, and we still had guns pointed in our faces. We 
were still terrified, and our drivers would still not take us any further into area C, for fear of 
what would happen to us. I was there as a British Member of Parliament. Can you imagine 
what the Bedouin people face day in, day out? Can you imagine the settler violence they 
face? The IDF turn up and the police turn up, and they let it happen. It is sanctioned by the 
state, it is sanctioned by the IDF and it is sanctioned by the police. … 
In the Old City, the arbitrary demolishing of family homes from generations past is stark; it 
was shown to me by a brave Palestinian man and a brave Israeli NGO worker who walked 
us around, and who told me he expected to get a call from the security services the minute 
we left because, as we know, this is the most surveilled place on Earth, with cameras at 
every turn. … 
Hamas’s military capabilities need to be eliminated. An ideology is much harder to root out, 
but with time, peace and education it is possible. The Palestinian Authority need political 
reform, so that they have the confidence of the Palestinian people. It is clear that neither 
side can do it alone; international allies and allies in the region have a seismic role to play, 
and so do we in this room. … 

 

col 89WH Shockat Adam (Independent): … Last Monday, 24 February, a piercing shrill 
broke the silence of the night. It was a mother crying because her two-month-old baby, 
Sham, had frozen to death. These are the real human costs of this conflict. Sham joins 
five other children who have frozen to death in the past month, joining the 116 other 
Palestinians who have been killed since the ceasefire began. … 
I want to be a little more forthright than the hon. Member for Stratford and Bow (Uma 
Kumaran), who could not repeat what she heard in the Knesset. There are sentiments that 
have been openly declared and that, unlike any BBC show, require no translation. … 
Nissim Vaturi, who is the Deputy Speaker of the House, said that Palestinians are 
“scoundrels” and “subhumans”, and that Israel must “separate the children and women 
and kill the adults in Gaza. We are being too considerate.” 
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He has previously called for the complete erasure of the Gaza strip. The Israeli Heritage 
Minister, Amichai Eliyahu, openly suggested that Israel drop a nuclear bomb on Gaza and 
said that there were no “uninvolved civilians in Gaza”. The then Defence Minister, Yoav 
Gallant, who announced a “complete siege” of Gaza, said Israel was fighting “human 
animals”. And, of course, we have Benjamin Netanyahu himself, who—reciting the Hebrew 
Bible—said: “Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare 
them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass.” 
We rightly ask about the impartiality of the BBC, but I do not recall the same level of hysteria 
about the open sentiments expressed by Israeli Ministers that demonise, dehumanise and 
destroy two-month-old babies. The BBC’s infamous documentary merely gives us a 
glimpse into the blighted lives of Palestinian children, at a time when no independent 
journalist is allowed into Gaza and over 160 journalists have been killed. … 

 

col 90WH Tracy Gilbert (Labour): … I must share my horror at the Israeli Government’s 
most recent action in stopping all aid going into Gaza. … 
Visiting the west bank and the Gaza envelope was an honour, and it brings a perspective 
I will never forget. While we were in the west bank, we heard directly from Palestinian 
families who have been victims of settler violence. It is estimated that there are around 
250 settlements in the west bank and East Jerusalem—settlements that have led to 
Palestinian families being attacked, Palestinian children being harassed on the way to and 
from school, cars being burned and damaged, houses and schools being destroyed, 
access to water and roads being blocked, and families being prevented from working their 
land to make a living and feed themselves. 
Not only did we hear about settler violence, but we witnessed it at first hand when we were 
approached by two armed settlers in the south Hebron hills. … 
The situation of Palestinians in the west bank and Gaza is desperate. In July 2024, the 
International Court of Justice issued an advisory opinion declaring Israel’s occupation of 
the west bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza strip to be unlawful under international law. 
The court emphasised that Israel’s prolonged occupation and settlement activities violate 
the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination and contravene international legal 
principles. It also stated that all states are obligated to ensure that they are not in any way 
aiding or assisting the maintenance of the continued presence of Israel in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 
col 91WH As a democratic country committed to the rule of law and human rights, the UK 
must consider the gravity of that ruling and how it will affect UK-Israeli relations. In 
particular, it must examine whether continuing to allow goods produced in settlements in 
the west bank into the UK market would be considered assisting and prolonging the 
occupation, hence denying basic rights to the Palestinian people. … 

 

Jim Shannon (DUP): … The topic of Government support for Palestinian rights cannot be 
discussed without acknowledging Israel’s right to exist as a secure and democratic 
homeland for the Jewish people. … Israel has the right, and the duty, to defend herself 
against the terrorists Hamas, who have long inflicted violence on innocent civilians. We 
must remember that it is Hamas, with their acts of barbarity and their deliberate targeting 
of civilians, who have led to the consequences of retaliatory warfare that we see today. 
The acts of 7 October were despicable, but more recently we saw the celebrations around 
the coffins containing women and children who were Israeli hostages. The awful, inhuman 
celebration, which made a mockery of the innocent lives contained within those coffins, 
would have been cause for further Israeli action. … 
However, although I remain unwavering in my support for Israel’s right to defend herself, I 
also recognise the need for compassion and empathy for the Palestinian people. Many 
Palestinian civilians are victims of violence, deprived of necessities and subjected to an 
increasingly precarious living situation through the acts of Hamas, whom they have no 
ability to evict from their own communities. The collapse of infrastructure and diversion of  
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aid, which is intended for civilians but has been used by militants, exacerbates the almost 
impossible life lived by the families in Gaza who wish for nothing more than peace and a 
safe place to raise their children. …  
We must advocate for a compassionate end to this dreadful conflict that recognises both 
the needs of those innocent Palestinians who are victims of the terrorists Hamas within 
their communities, and Israel’s right to security and safety. Were it not for the fêted Iron 
Dome, the simple fact is that Israel would have been wiped off the map, and the genocide 
of its people, which is the aim of Hamas and all other interested parties, would have been 
completed. Of course, Hamas have been baby killers. They have raped women and they 
have murdered everyone. … 
col 92WH It is clear that peace cannot be achieved unless there is a mutual recognition of 
each other’s rights. Palestine must unequivocally acknowledge Israel’s right to exist 
politically, territorially and socially. That recognition must be accompanied by a 
commitment to peace, which means an end to terrorism and violence. For peace to 
flourish, we need both sides to renounce hatred and violence. It is crucial that we hold firm 
in demanding an end to terrorist attacks launched from Palestinian territories, as they 
undermine the prospects of a lasting peace. … 
The Government have a role to play in addressing this issue—not just by offering support 
for humanitarian aid, but by standing firm in our support for Israel’s security while pushing 
for genuine peace. … We can find a way if there is a willingness, and if Hamas are 
eradicated from the Earth. 

 

Jas Athwal (Labour): … Gaza is not a political football. It is home to 2 million people, and 
the west bank is home to 3 million. Five million people’s lives are impacted. … 
The degradation of the Palestinian people and the untold amount of bloodshed must not 
continue. We must call it out for what it is. 
More families are being torn apart. Children are left without vital food and water, and more 
lives are left in limbo with little relief in sight. … How many more Palestinian lives must be 
lost before we finally them afford them the same respect and dignity that is afforded to 
others? 

 

col 93WH Martin Vickers (Conservative): … In preparing for this contribution, I looked 
back on the Backbench debate that took place in October 2014 about the recognition of 
Palestine. … 
One of the contributions came from our former colleague Sir Malcolm Rifkind, who of 
course in the 1990s was Foreign Secretary. His view was that it was not the right time for 
recognition at that point because to be a recognisable state there needed to be a 
functioning Government and military. In the present circumstances, achieving a 
functioning, democratically accountable Government and all the extensions of that such 
as a military is clearly an impossibility. … 
Israel has a perfect right to exist. … It must surely recognise that its actions in Gaza—while 
with the perfectly legitimate aim of eliminating Hamas, particularly after the appalling 
atrocities of 7 October—are creating the Hamas of the future. They are radicalising the 
children and young people, who see death and destruction all around. How will they not 
grow up wanting revenge for what they see? 
In so many ways, Israel is an admirable country. The people have shown courage. Their 
science and technology are very advanced, and the resulting benefits are tremendous. 
However, Israel has a proportional representation system of Government, which inevitably 
means coalitions, and the extreme elements that exist within those coalitions will always 
hold them back. … 

 

col 94WH Sam Rushworth (Labour): … I start by paying my respects to the more than 
1,200 people who were killed on 7 October 2023 in those horrific and barbaric attacks by 
Hamas, whose intent was genocidal, in the sense that they saw anybody who was in that 
space as a legitimate target.  Hamas  are  completely against the existence of the state of  
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Israel. … However … Hamas are not the only organisation within that space who are 
opposed to a two-state solution; extremist elements in the Israeli Government are 
seemingly opposed to a two-state solution as well. When we met Mohammad Mustafa, the 
Prime Minister of Palestine, it became clear to me that he was the only political actor I met 
who is committed to that two-state solution. … 
I used to be of the opinion that recognition of the state of Palestine should come as part of 
a negotiated settlement, but it is now clear to me that a Palestinian Authority who are 
committed to a two-state solution needs that recognition sooner rather than later. … 
It is also deeply concerning that the access of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross to Israeli prisons is being blocked, because we know that human rights abuses and 
torture are occurring in those prisons. … 
col 95WH Can we please put an arm around those people and say, “enough is enough”? 
 

Iqbal Mohamed (Independent): … I believe that the UK’s denial of Palestinian rights for 
more than a century has directly led to the situation we face today. What rights have we 
denied them? … they have a right for the UK not to refuse to recognise their state, their 
homeland. They have a right not to be starved and denied essential life supplies, such as 
water and medicines. They have a right not to be unlawfully killed by Israeli forces and 
settlers at any point in their daily lives. They have a right not to be unlawfully and violently 
evicted from their homes, and forcibly displaced. 
They have a right not to face abusive detention and torture in Israeli prisons. They have a 
right not to face movement restrictions, blockades and checkpoints that prevent pregnant 
mothers reaching hospitals to deliver babies. They have a right not to face discriminatory 
laws passed daily by the Israeli Knesset. They have a right not to undergo collective 
punishment and not to be sexually abused trying to live their lives. … 

 

Nadia Whittome (Labour): … In his Oscar acceptance speech, the director of the film “No 
Other Land”, Basel Adra, called on the world to stop the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian 
people. We must bear witness to the atrocities documented in his film, and the genocide 
documented on our mobile phone screens … 
Having committed what many experts are clear is genocide in Gaza, Israel is now, during 
the holy month of Ramadan, once again collectively punishing the people of Gaza by 
withholding aid. The UK has licensed arms for export to Israel, and UK military bases have 
been used to facilitate military cargo to Israel, and for surveillance flights over Gaza. It is 
very difficult to argue that the UK Government are not complicit in at least some of Israel’s 
breaches of international law. 
col 96WH If the UK is seen to take an inconsistent approach to war crimes, it undermines 
the international legal order … We must not treat Israel differently just because it has been 
our ally. …  
When will the Government recognise the state of Palestine? Will the Government stop all 
arms sales to Israel and other military support? Will they implement sanctions on Israel? 
Will they commit to funding the rebuilding of Gaza? 
If the answer to any of those questions is no, why not? Why are our responses to Russia’s 
war crimes in Ukraine and to Israel’s war crimes in Gaza so different? … 

 

Will Forster (Liberal Democrat): … In Gaza, the devastation is beyond words. In the 
shadow of Gaza’s skeleton ruins, I met aid workers risking their lives to provide vital relief, 
and refugees whose homes and futures have been torn apart. The scale of the destruction 
means that we must push for immediate and sustained humanitarian aid, and we need to 
stand firm against any measures to undermine that aid getting to where it is needed. In the 
west bank, I saw the daily reality of life under occupation: the constant roadblocks, the 
endless checks and the ever-present fear. I met families who have been forcibly removed 
from their homes and villages that have been demolished six times. Palestinians are 
treated worse than second-class citizens. The UK cannot turn a blind eye to this injustice. 
We  should  use  the  financial  sanctions  available  to  us  as  a  country  to  target  Israeli  
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settlements, to uphold international law and human rights.… 
col 97WH We need to recognise the state of Palestine. We must ensure that aid gets to 
where it is needed. We must challenge policies that entrench division and violence, 
whether they come from Hamas, the Israeli Government or any other actor. … 

 

Harpreet Uppal (Labour): … The already strained Palestinian healthcare system in the 
west bank has been further weakened, and is facing significant budget constraints 
stemming from Israel’s increased withholding of tax revenues meant for the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, which it collects on behalf of the Palestinian Authority, as stipulated 
by the Oslo accords. The World Health Organisation reports that 45% of essential 
medications are out of stock, and health workers have not received their full salary for over 
a year, meaning that most clinics and hospitals are running at significantly reduced levels. 
Of course, the effective ban of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East is impacting the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Hardly any 
healthcare facilities are running in Gaza. … 

 

col 98WH Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): … I reaffirm the Liberal Democrats’ 
unwavering commitment to human rights, international law and a lasting peace for both 
Palestinians and Israelis through a two-state solution based on the 1967 borders. First and 
foremost, the Liberal Democrats support the UK Government in their efforts to uphold the 
current ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. Negotiations to move from phase 1 to phase 
2 of the ceasefire deal must occur as quickly as possible. In the meantime, I urge the 
Government to do everything they can to secure the unconditional release of hostages, all 
the while ensuring that humanitarian aid flows unhindered into Gaza. … 
Last weekend, Israel blocked further humanitarian aid from entering Gaza, which is a 
contravention of international humanitarian law. It also imperils the delicate but essential 
cessation of hostilities, and will impose yet more suffering on Gazan civilians, who have 
already suffered so much. Israel must act in line with its obligations under international 
humanitarian law and permit aid in. 
I also note with concern developments in the west bank. Despite the ceasefire in Gaza, 
there are strong indications that the Israeli military are refocusing efforts on the west bank. 
Israel’s Defence Minister, Israel Katz, confirmed last Sunday that 40,000 residents were 
displaced from refugee camps in the north of the west bank, and that Israel will not allow 
the return of the Palestinian residents. … 
Moreover, the UK must respect and act upon the ICJ’s advisory opinion on the occupation, 
cease all trade with illegal Israeli settlements, and work to end the arbitrary administrative 
detention of Palestinians by the IDF. … 
… it is indefensible that the UK continues to export arms to countries in which human rights 
violations are rampant. … 
The UK must also take a stand by immediately recognising the state of Palestine. … 
However, recognition alone is not enough; we must actively work with international 
partners to support democratic leadership in Palestine, invest in peacebuilding initiatives, 
and use trade as a tool for economic co-operation and stability. … 
col 99WH Beyond the immediate violence, the long-term effects of the conflict, if left 
unaddressed, will devastate generations of Palestinians. It is alarming to think that we 
might see that devastation start to bite far more quickly than we previously feared, now 
that the UK and the US have cut back on their overseas aid budgets. … By putting that 
vital work at risk, we are not only diminishing our ability to alleviate vast amounts of human 
suffering … but we are also rolling the dice on a more dangerous world. Failed states 
create more Hamas. … 

 

col 100WH Wendy Morton (Conservative): … We recently passed 500 days since the 
atrocities of 7 October 2023 and the taking of the innocent hostages. They and their 
families did nothing to deserve the unimaginable horrors that have been inflicted upon 
them  by  Hamas.  Since I last  spoke  in  this  place,  we  have  witnessed  further  hostage  
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releases. Tragically, last week, we also saw the return of the bodies of Ohad Yahalomi, 
Tsachi Idan, Itzik Elgarat and Shlomo Mantzur. The week prior, we witnessed the return 
of the bodies of Ariel and Kfir Bibas, their mother Shiri Bibas and Oded Lifschitz. Our hearts 
break for their families and we stand with the state of Israel at this desperately sad time. 
As the Chief Rabbi Sir Ephraim Mirvis said: “It is pure evil to take a mother and her young 
children and an elderly man hostage. It takes another layer of evil to be responsible for 
their deaths.” 
Nobody should be in any doubt about the evil of Hamas and their total disregard for human 
life and human dignity, which I shall return to. 
On the present situation in Gaza, I would be grateful if the Minister updated the House on 
four points. First, what conversation has she had recently with the International Committee 
of the Red Cross on its efforts, both on hostage releases and on humanitarian assistance 
more broadly? Is there any further practical or diplomatic assistance that the UK can 
provide to support its operations? 
Secondly, can the Minister offer her latest assessment of the humanitarian situation in 
northern Gaza? Thirdly, what is the Government’s practical response to Israel’s decision 
on aid access? … Fourthly, what role is the UK playing to help get an agreement on phase 
two of the ceasefire over the line? … 
Turning to the main subject of this debate, we must acknowledge that fundamental 
freedoms and rights have been denied to the people of Gaza for many years by Hamas. 
Hamas have no regard whatsoever for human life, let alone human rights, women’s rights, 
freedom of expression or political freedoms. Hamas have been deeply repressive of civil 
society and political opposition, and they have arbitrarily arrested journalists. Hamas have 
also executed Palestinians, and have form on sentencing Palestinians to death. In both 
Gaza and the west bank, the LGBT community has been subject to attacks, and elections 
have not been held in the west bank since 2006. There have been reports of thousands of 
detentions in relation to freedom of expression and political affiliation in the west bank. … 
What are the Government doing on the diplomatic front to help to ensure that there can be 
no future role for Hamas in Gaza, and what conversations have they had with Israeli 
counterparts and key regional actors on bringing this about? 
col 101WH In government and before, Conservatives called for many years for the 
Palestinian Authority in the west bank to reform. If the Palestinian Authority are to have an 
expanded role, it is even more important that they implement the most significant 
programme of reform in their history, including to their welfare and education policies. Of 
course, they must also demonstrate real, serious democratic progress. … 
As I have said, we would also like Israel to take steps in relation to the west bank, including 
with regard to releasing frozen funds, on settlements and, in particular, in holding to 
account those responsible for extreme settler violence. 
We support a two-state solution that guarantees security and stability for both the Israeli 
and the Palestinian people. We must help to give the people of the west bank and Gaza 
the political perspective of a credible route to a Palestinian state and a new future. … 

 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs (Catherine West): … I pay tribute to the work of Yachad, which 
educates Members of Parliament on the realities, brings people up to date on important 
work that is happening, and gives us hope … 
The agreement to end the fighting in Gaza was a major step forward, ending combat 
operations and increasing aid for Gazans while allowing the release of 38 hostages in 
Gaza so far. … 
We have been clear from the outset that a ceasefire is simply the first step towards a lasting 
solution to this crisis and a lasting peace. What is needed now is a political process and a 
political horizon towards a two-state solution. … 
col 102WH The Palestinian Authority will have a key role in the future security and 
governance of Gaza. For the current fragile deal to work, we need all parties to co-operate.  
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That includes making future security arrangements that protect Israelis and Palestinians 
and respect their human rights. Most importantly, aid must now flow into Gaza and must 
be sustained. … Aid includes the supply of medical equipment, shelter items, water and 
sanitation equipment, which are essential for humanitarian and early recovery needs. … 
The UK is investing in this ceasefire, and we continue to do all we can to alleviate the 
suffering. … 
The Government have announced £129 million of funding for the OPTs so far this financial 
year, including £41 million for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, delivering essential services to civilians in Gaza and the west 
bank and to Palestinian refugees across the region. … 
The UK will play a leading role in international efforts to support a Palestinian-led recovery 
and reconstruction … We welcome the leadership of Arab partners, as demonstrated by 
the discussions in Cairo today about plans to reconstruct Gaza … 
Civil society must have a strong role in Gaza’s early recovery. It is crucial to lay the 
groundwork for inclusive governance, accountability and transparency. We will continue to 
work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US, and Arab and regional partners to build 
consensus for a governance and security framework in post-conflict Gaza. 
So many have mentioned the west bank. Its stability is absolutely essential if the fragile 
ceasefire in Gaza is to last. … We recognise that Israel has legitimate security concerns, 
but we have continually urged it to show restraint in its military operations and for civilians 
to be protected. We also continue to call on Israel to hold violent settlers to account. … 
col 103WH We reiterate, as the Father of the House did in his opening remarks, that 
settlements are illegal under international law and undermine prospects for peace. The UK 
condemns comments that propose the annexation of land in the west bank. This would 
undermine prospects for peace, lead to greater instability, and be illegal under international 
law. … 
Gaza needs to be rebuilt for the Palestinians who live there. Our priority is the 
implementation of the ceasefire deal in full, creating the foundations for a pathway to 
peace. An effective Palestinian Authority is vital for lasting peace. The Foreign Secretary 
has spoken to the Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority, Mohammad Mustafa, and to 
President Abbas, and has offered our support as their Government implement much-
needed reforms to build the pathway towards the future. However the Government of 
Israel, as well as the Palestinian Authority, retain a responsibility to support the rights of 
Palestinians. … 

 

Edward Leigh: … We condemn Hamas, but we stick up unequivocally for the rights of the 
Palestinian people. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/43BD1A1C-29F2-496D-
9B11-3B7478807334/PalestinianRightsGovernmentSupport  

 

Information about the International Court of Justice case referred to above by Jeremy 
Corbyn can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/case/192  
 

Information about the Hague Group, referred to above by Jeremy Corbyn, can be read at 
https://act.progressive.international/english/  
 

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above by Tracy Gilbert and 
Monica Harding can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf  
 

The 2014 debate referred to above by Martin Vickers can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2014-10-
13/debates/14101322000001/PalestineAndIsrael  
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/43BD1A1C-29F2-496D-9B11-3B7478807334/PalestinianRightsGovernmentSupport
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/43BD1A1C-29F2-496D-9B11-3B7478807334/PalestinianRightsGovernmentSupport
https://www.icj-cij.org/case/192
https://act.progressive.international/english/
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2014-10-13/debates/14101322000001/PalestineAndIsrael
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2014-10-13/debates/14101322000001/PalestineAndIsrael
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House of Commons Oral Answers 

Gaza 
col 165 Ellie Chowns (Green):To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs if he will make a statement on the situation in Gaza. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs (Catherine West): We urge all parties to fully implement the 
ceasefire to help deliver a permanent end to hostilities. We are very concerned at 
reports that Israel is preventing humanitarian aid from entering Gaza. Israel must 
not block aid coming into Gaza. Humanitarian aid should never be contingent on a 
ceasefire or used as a political tool. We urge the Government of Israel to lift 
restrictions immediately and unconditionally. 
The humanitarian situation in Gaza is dire. The halt on goods and supplies entering 
Gaza risks breaching Israel’s obligations under international humanitarian law. … 
We must all work together with the United Nations and all partners to continue to 
facilitate aid and ensure it is sustained. Fully reinstating commercial deliveries will 
be key, as will allowing more types of goods in, so that civilians who lost their homes 
can be protected and civilian infrastructure repaired. 
We welcome the announcement of an agreement to end the fighting in Gaza, and 
we welcome the release of 38 hostages in Gaza so far, including British national 
Emily Damari and Eli Sharabi, who both have both close links to the UK. Emily, of 
course, has met the Prime Minister and discussed her dreadful treatment at the 
hands of Hamas. The hostages and their families have endured unimaginable 
suffering from the cruelty of Hamas, and the situation in Gaza has continued to 
worsen. The current ceasefire is the only way for the region to move forward. 
As we have made clear, we want to see a negotiated two-state solution, with a 
sovereign Palestinian state, including the west bank and Gaza, alongside a safe 
and secure Israel. We have also made it clear that we would oppose any effort to 
move Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states against their will. Forced 
displacement of Palestinians or any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip are 
simply not an option. We need Palestinian civilians to be able to return to their 
homes and lives, and to rebuild. International law guarantees them this right. A two-
state solution is the only way to secure long-term peace and security for 
Palestinians and Israelis. … 

col 166 Ellie Chowns: Over the weekend, the Israeli Government took the decision to 
block the entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza. The Minister talked about that aid, but it can 
no longer be delivered. Israel is once again using starvation as a weapon of war, and today 
we hear that it has also announced a so-called “hell plan” that would see electricity and 
remaining water supplies cut off. 
These decisions coincide with the end of the first phase of the ceasefire agreement, with 
negotiations on phase 2 barely begun, jeopardising the release of the remaining live 
hostages, plans for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and a longer-term peace 
agreement. … 
Does the Minister agree that the Israeli Government are again in clear violation of the 
ceasefire agreement and of international humanitarian law? Has she, or have her 
colleagues, spoken to their Israeli counterparts to condemn Israel’s “hell plan”, and to 
make it clear that there must be no resumption of the war and that it is unacceptable for 
the people of Gaza to be denied critical food, water, and medical or any other supplies? 
What action will the UK take against the Israeli Government if they continue, illegally, to 
use humanitarian aid and access to water and power as a bargaining chip? … 

Catherine West: … A halt on goods and supplies entering Gaza, such as that 
announced by the Government of Israel, does risk breaching obligations under 
international   humanitarian   law.   To   answer   her   question   directly,   the   UK  
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Government have been in touch with interlocutors to make that point. … 
Humanitarian aid should never be contingent on a ceasefire or used as a political 
tool. … 

col 167 Emily Thornberry (Labour): I have just come back from the middle east, where I 
went with the Foreign Affairs Committee. While the world watches with increasing alarm 
the disintegration of the peace process in Gaza, we were warned in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
the west bank and Israel that the far-right Government in Israel may have no long-term 
plan on Gaza, but that there is a long-term plan for the west bank, and that is annexation. 
The international community is well aware of that. It sees the evictions, the demolitions, 
the increasing number of Israeli settlements, and that 40,000 people have recently been 
displaced. … 

Catherine West: … The UK Government have taken a very tough position on 
militant factions or groups attacking Palestinians in the occupied territories and the 
west bank. … 

Priti Patel (Conservative): As recent days have shown, the ceasefire continues to be 
incredibly fragile. Of course, we all want this agreement to hold, and none of us should be 
in any doubt that that hinges on the release of each and every hostage held by the Iranian-
backed terrorists Hamas, who caused the conflict by their sickening acts on 7 October. As 
the Minister has pointed out, those hostages and their families have now suffered 
unimaginably for more than 500 days, and that cannot go on. The hostages have been 
held in barbaric conditions, and the world has been shocked by the distressing scenes 
involving those who have been released. … 
col 168 First, what role is the UK playing in helping to get an agreement on phase 2 of this 
ceasefire over the line? What discussions has the Foreign Secretary had with America, 
Israel, and other regional players in recent days? What engagement have the Government 
had with the plans for the future of Gaza that are being discussed in Cairo, and on how to 
prevent Hamas from continuing to control the Gaza strip? 
Secondly, what is the Government’s practical response on aid access? … 

Catherine West: … There have been stops and starts in this peace process, as 
there often are in these very difficult situations. Our role is to continue to speak very 
closely with the US and with Steve Witkoff to push for practical, day-to-day 
solutions. She asked about British aid and what negotiations we are undertaking. 
We are in daily contact with the region, and are pushing for discussions, 
conversations and dialogue, so that aid can get back in. Following this urgent 
question, we undertake to contact the Red Cross, one of our partner organisations, 
with the message that this House wants that aid to re-enter the area, and to save 
lives. 

Abtisam Mohamed (Labour): … The powerful scenes of Palestinians celebrating the start 
of Ramadan, even as their homes and lives have been reduced to rubble by Israeli forces, 
send a defiant message to the world that despite the displacement and destruction, 
Palestinians remain rooted in their land. … 

Catherine West: … a halt on goods and supplies entering Gaza, such as that 
recently announced by the Government of Israel, risks breaching Israel’s 
obligations under international humanitarian law. … 

col 169 Calum Miller (Liberal Democrat): The Israeli Government are wrong to prevent 
humanitarian aid entering Gaza. That threatens the lives of Gazans who are dependent 
on aid after the destruction of the past 15 months, and is a clear breach of international 
humanitarian law. What practical steps are the Government taking to ensure that the Israeli 
Government back down and let that aid in? I understand the depth of distress in Israel 
about the despicable way that Hamas terrorists have played psychological games with the 
hostages and their families, but withholding essential supplies of food, medicine and 
shelter only worsens the devastation faced by the Palestinian people. 
In the west bank, we also see illegal settlers violently attacking Palestinians and apparently  
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receiving the support of members of the Israeli Cabinet. Does the Minister agree that we 
in the UK must do all we can to undermine the extremists in this conflict, so that a second 
phase of the ceasefire can be negotiated, all hostages can be released, and Gazans can 
receive the aid that they desperately need? 

Catherine West: …[Calum Miller] is quite right to emphasise the psychological 
impact of this terrible conflict, and the traumatised state of people in the region. … 
we welcome the release of the 38 hostages in Gaza, including of course Emily 
Damari … We think so much of those members of the Lifshitz family—they of 
course had strong ties to the UK—who were held hostage by terrorists in Gaza and 
who died. … We are in daily contact with the region, including our mission there. … 

Alex Ballinger (Labour): … While the world’s attention is rightly on the devastating 
humanitarian situation in Gaza, we met Palestinians in the Jordan valley whose schools 
were being attacked, whose mosques were being burned, and whose livestock were being 
stolen by extremist Israeli settlers. This is happening with the apparent connivance of the 
Israeli security forces, and it appears to be part of a wider plan for annexation. … 

col 170 Catherine West: … There are many settler communities that just get on 
with it, and that want a peaceful solution, but [Alex Ballinger] is right to say that 
there is violence in the settlements, which are of course unlawful under international 
humanitarian law and harm the prospects of a two-state solution. … 

Brendan O’Hara (SNP): No one is surprised that as soon as the world’s attention shifted 
from Gaza, Israel reimposed its siege, preventing the entry of all humanitarian aid. … After 
17 months in which Israel has been given carte blanche, none of us—least of all 
Netanyahu—expects there to be any meaningful consequences from Israel’s actions, but 
does the Minister consider what is happening in Gaza to be collective punishment? … 

Catherine West: Sometimes, the words we use are really important. There has 
been an enormous amount of suffering. We know that so many in Israel feel that 
we do not understand their need for security, and so many in Gaza feel that we do 
not understand the depth of their suffering. … 

Jon Pearce (Labour): The leaders of the Arab world have made welcome proposals about 
the future of Gaza and its people. What update can the Minister give on the UK’s support 
for those proposals, and will she join me in welcoming the fact that the proposals recognise 
that the terrorist death cult Hamas can have no part in the future governance of Gaza? 

Catherine West: My hon. Friend is quite right to say that, as a proscribed terror 
organisation, Hamas have certainly displayed some very frightening characteristics 
that we would expect of a terrorist organisation. There was also the macabre 
pantomime that we saw in the past couple of weeks during the release of 
hostages—that was truly shocking. … The exact detail on the next stage of the 
negotiation is to be defined by the two parties, but we play a real role both with the 
ally, which is Israel, but also working with Egypt, Qatar and the wider region. … 

Kit Malthouse (Conservative): I was going to ask what we would do if the Israelis refused 
to let in aid, or to turn on the water and power, but I think we all know that basically the 
answer is nothing. Instead, let me ask this. The Minister rightly mentioned the macabre 
display around the return of the hostages and the condition of those hostages, and she is 
right. I think she said that she has taken that up with interlocutors.  
col 171 Why has not she mentioned the return of the Palestinian non-combatants? Why 
has not she mentioned their condition when they are returned, often emaciated and 
showing signs of torture? Why has she not mentioned the number of senior medics who 
have been detained without charge and then died in mysterious circumstances in Israeli 
detention? Apparently there is some kind of investigation, but it never comes to a 
conclusion. Is she surprised that people have become cynical about British conduct in this 
conflict, when it seems that we are only concerned about the welfare of one side? 

Catherine West: With all due respect, I think that across this House we have had 
a very balanced approach to the suffering of all the communities in the region. The  
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right hon. Member is right to mention the terrible suffering of those who have 
experienced arbitrary detention or alleged torture by various law enforcement 
agencies. … 

Damian Egan (Labour): The issue of collaboration and infiltration between Hamas and 
some UNRWA officials is well documented. Clearly, people in Gaza need aid, so can the 
Minister update us on how we are monitoring the work being done to restore neutrality and 
confidence in UNRWA? 

Catherine West: The UK Government have been a supporter of the work of 
UNRWA throughout this conflict and before it. We have been supporting UNRWA 
financially, as have all international organisations and countries. There have been 
problems with certain challenges to individuals who have been employed by 
UNRWA, but we have consistently joined with allies in expressing our concerns 
about the role of UNRWA being curtailed. … 

Shockat Adam (Independent): The blockade of aid is just the last line in a long list of 
activities that Israelis have committed against the Palestinian people. … 

col 172 Catherine West: The hon. Member is right to talk about the ongoing need 
for aid in the region … 

Imran Hussain (Labour): … Israel has been emboldened by Trumpian tactics in imposing 
a total siege and blocking all supplies, including humanitarian aid into Gaza, to force new 
ceasefire terms. We in this House should be clear and call that what it is: collective 
punishment of the Palestinian people, starvation as a method of war, and a blatant war 
crime. Will the Minister finally sanction Israel for these gross violations of international law? 

Catherine West: Specifically on the question of sanctions, I think my hon. Friend 
knows what I am going to say, which is that we do not talk about them until we 
make a decision. … What we are doing is making clear our views … that 
humanitarian aid must not be prevented from entering Gaza. While this important 
peace process is going on, people still need to eat. They still need lifesaving 
medical treatment. Children still need to be educated. … 

Catherine Voaden (Liberal Democrat): … With hospitals destroyed, a lack of clean 
water, desperate food shortages and now more threats to power and water supplies, how 
will the Minister ensure that last week’s cuts to development spending will not worsen the 
humanitarian catastrophe happening in Gaza? 

Catherine West: … We know that the humanitarian situation remains extremely 
challenging, with more than 48,000 having been killed and 90% of the population 
having been displaced, many repeatedly. I think the UK has a really good story to 
tell. We have been in there for many decades now. … 

col 173 Yasmin Qureshi (Labour): Does the Minister agree that Israel’s decision to block 
aid to more than 2 million Palestinians in Gaza is collective punishment? … 

Catherine West: … It is very positive that the Rafah crossing remains open: that 
has led to a significant increase in the number of medical evacuations in recent 
weeks. It is vital for Israel to ensure that there is a sustained passage for patients 
who need treatment that is not available in Gaza, and officials from all relevant 
Whitehall Departments are exploring avenues to ensure that our support best 
meets the needs of the those who are critically ill there. … 

Bob Blackman (Conservative): Yesterday the all-party parliamentary group on UK-Israel 
heard from the families of five of the remaining hostages. It is estimated that of the 59 who 
are still in captivity, only 24 are alive and 35 have been murdered. The recently released 
hostage Eli Sharabi described the conditions in which he was detained: he was held in 
chains, brutally beaten and starved. Alon Ohel, who was held alongside him, remains in 
captivity. The families believe that the remaining hostages are in a very vulnerable position. 
Clearly the demand must be for all of them to be released immediately, and that should be 
the aim of the British Government. What action is the Minister taking to ensure that 
happens? 
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Catherine West: … The UK has played an active role in co-ordinating with 
international partners since the beginning of the conflict. The Foreign Secretary has 
visited Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on three occasions since 
taking office, and has worked closely with European partners in pushing for a 
resolution to secure the ceasefire. … 

Frank McNally (Labour): … The Israeli Government’s decision is contrary to international 
humanitarian law and clearly undermines such a fragile ceasefire. Both the Prime Minister 
and the Foreign Secretary have been absolutely clear about the right of Palestinians to 
return home to Gaza to rebuild their lives. Does the Minister agree that their right to return 
is jeopardised by the blocking of critical humanitarian aid, and what actions will the 
Government take if that right continues to be restricted? 

col 174 Catherine West: … humanitarian aid should never be contingent on a 
ceasefire or used as a political tool, and we urge the Government of Israel to lift 
restrictions immediately and unconditionally. … 

Layla Moran (Liberal Democrat): … The Minister has rightly said that forced 
displacement is unacceptable. Indeed, I think she said that the actions of the illegal 
extremist settlers were unlawful. … if ever there was a time for us to ban the illegal 
settlement goods that fund those extremist settlers, is now not that time? 

Catherine West: … I want to be clear that our position is that [settlements] are 
illegal under international law, present an obstacle to peace and threaten the 
physical viability of a two-state solution. 

Florence Eshalomi (Labour Co-op): … the role of the aid workers who are working on 
the ground in horrific conditions is also vital. According to estimates, more than 320 have 
been killed, the highest number on record, but we see many aid organisations being 
attacked on social media, with claims that they have links to terrorist organisations. What 
more can the Minister do to make clear the Government’s support for these vital 
international aid workers and organisations? … 

col 175 Catherine West: … Not only must aid reach those who need it in all areas, 
but the important work of aid workers must be respected and they must be 
protected. It is horrifying to hear reports that, for example, six babies have died from 
hypothermia and cold-related injuries in Gaza in just two weeks. … 

Jim Shannon (DUP): … Over the weekend and in the Chamber yesterday, the Prime 
Minister made very clear his support for Ukraine until peace is achieved, for which I am 
eternally grateful; but will the Minister confirm that our support remains with Israel as we 
attempt to secure peace for now and a lasting solution to maintain it, and that we hope that 
a future can be achieved for the children on both sides of the Gaza boundary? 

Catherine West: I thank the hon. Member for mentioning the children involved in 
this conflict. He is well aware of the trauma that can be passed down from 
generation to generation, and of the many orphans in the region. I thank him for his 
commitment to the state of Israel and a secure future for its people so that the 
suffering of people in Palestine can also come to an end. 

Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi (Labour): … Now, shockingly, for the first time in two decades, 
there are tanks in Jenin and further displacement of Palestinians. What representations 
are the Government making to the Israeli Government that aid must not be blocked from 
entering Gaza, and that this illegal occupation and these further evictions must be stopped 
immediately? 

Catherine West: … Israeli settlements are illegal under international law and harm 
the prospects for a two-state solution. The Foreign Secretary has made it clear to 
Israeli Ministers on a number of occasions that their Government must clamp down 
on settler violence and end settler expansion. 

Mark Pritchard (Conservative): … civilian lives are just as precious whether they are 
Israeli or Palestinian, and that we should do all we can, across the House, to save lives. I 
fear,  however—this  may  be a surprise—that  the biggest foreign policy headache for the  
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Government over coming months may be not Ukraine but Israel, with the divergence of the 
new American Administration over Israel being of great concern. Does the Minister accept 
what has been agreed today at the Arab summit in Cairo—a $53 billion five-year 
reconstruction plan for Gaza which will allow displaced Palestinians to return, no Trump 
Gaza riviera, and countries in the region putting Palestinians back into Gaza and at the 
heart of its future? 

col 176 Catherine West: … the majority of homes in Gaza have been damaged or 
destroyed, the economy has collapsed and the delivery of basic services, including 
energy and water, has been badly affected. Over 60% of the electricity distribution 
network has been damaged or destroyed. Over 90% of main roads are damaged, 
profoundly limiting the mobility of people, aid and goods. That is why the underlining 
of the $53.2 billion is so welcome. We are supportive of regional efforts cohering 
around a single workable reconstruction plan for Gaza, and we support the regional 
expertise in construction to get going on that. … 

Kim Johnson (Labour): The suffering of Palestinian children who have been attacked by 
Israeli drones is devastating, and the fact that those children are denied medical support 
and assistance is even more so. … 

Catherine West: … we know that children suffer deep trauma as a result of conflict, 
and we are deeply alarmed by the disproportionate impact of the conflict on children 
in Gaza. Half of Gaza’s population are children, and the consequences of tens of 
thousands being killed, injured or separated from their parents threaten not only 
their individual futures, but the very fabric of Palestinian society for generations to 
come. Most, if not all, students in Gaza have not had access to education since 7 
October, and at least 88% of school buildings will need full or major reconstruction. 
… The UK is supporting the restoration of education services in Gaza, including 
through the UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the Near East. … 

Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru): I am very pleased to hear the Minister emphasise that the 
withholding of humanitarian aid is a direct contravention of international humanitarian law. 
What steps are her Government taking to work with partners in the region and in Europe 
to apply pressure on the Israeli Government, to ensure that the flow of critical aid is no 
longer impeded? 

col 177 Catherine West: That is precisely why we have ministerial visits to the 
region: to emphasise the importance, not only to the Government but to this House, 
of the message that we must keep pushing for a peaceful future. … 

Patricia Ferguson (Labour): Have the Government carried out an assessment of the 
impact of the withdrawal of USAID from the region? … 

Catherine West: … It will be almost impossible to replace the important work that 
USAID has done over the decades in the middle east. … 

Nick Timothy (Conservative): On Monday, the London School of Economics’ middle east 
centre will host the launch of a book called “Understanding Hamas”. One contributor to the 
book, Azzam Tamimi, has previously called for the destruction of the state of Israel. 
Speakers at the event deny that Hamas is a terrorist organisation and wrongly dismiss 
Israel as a “white, settler colonialist nation”. Will the Minister join me in saying very clearly 
that this is not an accurate description of Israel? There is no genocide, as I heard an hon. 
Member claim earlier, and Hamas is a terrorist organisation that seeks to murder Jews 
and has brought nothing but destruction and disaster to the people of Gaza. 

Catherine West: … I can confirm that Hamas is a terror organisation that is 
proscribed by our Government for those reasons. It is really important that we are 
robust in our defence of the right of the state of Israel, our ally, to exist. 

col 178 Stella Creasy (Labour Co-op): The people of both Israel and Palestine have been 
failed by their leadership, with horrific consequences. One person who knew that more 
than most was my  constituent’s  father,  Oded  Lifschitz,  whose  coffin  we  saw  paraded  
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horrifically through the streets of Khan Yunis. We should say his name in this place, 
because he dedicated his life to securing peace between Israel and Palestine. He drove 
ambulances over the border to help Palestinian people. We can be clear in this Chamber 
that withholding aid and using starvation as a weapon of war is wrong, but if we want to 
challenge that leadership, we must step up ourselves. … 

Catherine West: … There are certain schemes to assist families in medical 
emergencies. With her permission, I will write to her with the detail … 

Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): There have now been 60,000 known deaths in Gaza. 
Israel is already accused by the ICJ and the ICC of war crimes, including genocidal acts, 
and it is now committing a new war crime by denying food and water to the people of Gaza. 
What will it take for the British Government to cease all arms supplies to Israel and to end 
the use of the RAF base in Akrotiri as a staging point for delivery to Israel? When will we 
end the security co-operation with Israel to make it absolutely clear that we are not 
prepared to support a regime that is breaking international humanitarian law in so many 
respects? 

Catherine West: … as soon as the Foreign Secretary took office he ordered a 
review of the compliance with international humanitarian law of various export 
items. Following the review, the Government suspended export licences to Israel 
in a number of categories, assessing where there was a clear risk that they might 
be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of international humanitarian law. 
As the right hon. Member will also be aware, the question of genocide is not for a 
Minister to determine at the Dispatch Box. Legal experts continue to look at the 
definitions and descriptions of acts of war, and they will come forward with their 
determinations over time. … 

Rachael Maskell (Labour Co-op): … Over recent days, we have seen the power of co-
ordinated action when addressing a most challenging diplomatic, military and humanitarian 
crisis, yet in 17 months we have not seen a parallel in addressing the challenges over 
Gaza. … 

col 179 Catherine West: … The UK will certainly continue to work, as it has done, 
ceaselessly with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and regional partners to 
build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework that 
supports conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. … 

Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): What message does the Minister think the 
Government send about their commitment to international aid in Gaza—and, indeed, 
anywhere else—by not only cutting it to 0.3%, which is its lowest level this century, but 
removing the ability of this House to scrutinise that cut or any remaining spend by moving 
ministerial responsibility for aid and development from this Chamber to the other place? 

Catherine West: … it will take some time for the comprehensive spending review 
to come forward with a picture of the resource implications. … 

Andy Slaughter (Labour): I understand that the Minister does not want to give a legal 
opinion, but is it not clear that banning all supplies to Gaza is a breach of the Geneva 
conventions and the Rome statute?   Will she confirm, as it was missing from her earlier 
response, that when the Government finally recognise the Palestinian state, it will include 
not only the west bank and Gaza, but East Jerusalem as its capital? 

Catherine West: … humanitarian aid should never be contingent on a ceasefire or 
used as a political tool, and Jerusalem should of course be the shared capital. 

Iqbal Mohamed (Independent): My constituents are horrified at reports that the UK 
Government are not only complicit in Israeli atrocities, but have actively and directly 
participated in the war crimes and ethnic cleansing perpetrated by Israel. Will the Minister 
explain to this House what the UK’s participation and role have been in the Israeli genocide 
and the ongoing atrocities that continue in Gaza and the west bank? 

Catherine West: … it is not for the Minister here, but for legal experts to determine 
the definition of genocide. … 
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col 180 Melanie Ward (Labour): With almost 20,000 Palestinian children having been 
killed, Gaza and its people are in a state of devastation. The use of starvation as a weapon 
of war is a war crime. The denial of humanitarian aid is a war crime, and it leads to babies 
freezing to death—an example the Minster gave earlier. What specific action are the 
Government taking with allies to pressure the Israeli Government to comply with 
international law and let aid into Gaza? 

Catherine West: … Our work continues with our partners—Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority, the US and regional partners—to build consensus, because we all want 
to live in a world where aid is no longer necessary and there is a vibrant economy 
and people have jobs, schools and hospitals. … 

Ben Maguire (Liberal Democrat): It has been very frustrating to hear about this 
Government’s practical inaction in the face of flagrant breaches of international law in the 
siege of Gaza … With that in mind, what steps is the Minister taking to recognise Palestine 
as a state immediately as part of the two-state solution based on the 1967 borders? … 

Catherine West: …over the last few weeks we have seen some rays of sunlight 
and a few bits of hope as—hopefully—less violence is being perpetrated and more 
people are going back to their homes. … 

Steve Yemm (Labour): … What update can the Minister provide to the House on how the 
UK plans to support the international forum for Israeli-Palestinian peace? 

Catherine West: In the short term, Israeli military withdrawal from Gaza will be 
phased—all parties have agreed to that—but in time we must see the occupation 
end, as confidence is rebuilt in Gaza and Israel. The Palestinian Authority should 
play a key role in the future governance and security of Gaza. For the deal to work, 
we need all parties to co-operate, including on future security arrangements that 
protect both Israelis and Palestinians and allow the safe distribution of aid, in the 
vision of the two-state solution. 

col 181 Sammy Wilson (DUP): Despite the appalling abuse of the hostages who were 
released and the propaganda value made of them, in 42 days the Israeli Government have 
allowed 25,200 truckloads of aid into Gaza, which is enough to sustain the entire 
population for four months. 

 

Iqbal Mohamed: Nonsense! 
 

Sammy Wilson: It is a fact. The concern is that Hamas are now using aid as their major 
source of income and are seeking to control the billion-dollar aid industry there now is in 
Gaza. What assurances can the Minister give that UK aid will not be used to sustain that 
terrorist organisation or to control the local population? 

Catherine West: If the right hon. Member is reading things online, he needs to be 
careful that they are correct, because while there have been recent arrivals of aid, 
we all know that there is a continuing need for aid. … 

Rupa Huq (Labour): Instituting an aid blockade, while getting on for 50,000 Gazans have 
been killed and there is a polio epidemic, surely looks as if civilian deprivation is being 
used as a weapon of war. What are the Government doing about that, and to ensure that 
the entire fragile ceasefire does not fall apart and the hostages can come home? 

Catherine West: … We are very pleased to hear that the latest polio vaccination 
roll-out reached 99% of the children who were targeted, but we remain gravely 
concerned by the lack of adequate medical care in a wider sense in Gaza. … 

col 182 andrew George (Liberal Democrat): … It is clear that there is no justification for 
the vindictive and counterproductive actions of the Israeli Government, but they are clearly 
emboldened by the US President. In seeking to build international alliances to put pressure 
on the Israeli Government to change their actions and stop that vindictive behaviour, what 
conversations are the Government having to ensure that their view is conveyed to the 
United States so they can adopt the same line as we are? 

Catherine West: To provide clarification on some of the ideas that have been 
proposed, for example on the future of Gaza, we have made it clear that we would  
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oppose any effort to move Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states, and 
the forced displacement of Palestinians or any reduction in the territory of the Gaza 
strip are simply not an option. … 

Connor Rand (Labour): Does the Minister agree that, especially at a time of such intense 
suffering for so many civilians in Gaza, this use of both humanitarian assistance and aid 
is totally unacceptable and not conducive to a lasting ceasefire and long-term peace? 

Catherine West: My hon. Friend is quite right to emphasise the need for the steady 
inflow of aid. Anything else could potentially be a breach of international 
humanitarian law. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/F7756755-7D2A-4675-
9266-0A73A6DEA9BE/Gaza  

 

The Geneva Conventions, referred to above by Andy Slaughter, can be read at 
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-conventions-1949additional-
protocols-and-their-commentaries  

 

The Rome Statute, referred to above by Andy Slaughter, can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Humanitarian access in Gaza: E3 foreign ministers' statement, 5 March 2025 
Joint statement on behalf of the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and the UK (E3): 
We, the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and the United Kingdom recall our 
continued support for the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas. 
It is vital that the ceasefire is sustained, all the hostages are released, and continued flows 
of humanitarian aid to Gaza are ensured. We urge all parties to engage constructively in 
negotiating the subsequent phases of the deal to help ensure its full implementation and 
a permanent end to hostilities. We welcome Egyptian, Qatari and US efforts in mediating 
and seeking to agree an extension to the ceasefire. 
The humanitarian situation in Gaza is catastrophic. We express our deep concern at the 
Government of Israel’s announcement on 2 March to halt all entry of goods and supplies 
into Gaza. We call on the Government of Israel to abide by its international obligations to 
ensure full, rapid, safe and unhindered provision of humanitarian assistance to the 
population in Gaza.  This includes supply of items such as medical equipment, shelter 
items, and water and sanitation equipment, essential to meet humanitarian and early 
recovery needs in Gaza, but which face restrictions under Israel’s “dual use” list. A halt on 
goods and supplies entering Gaza, such as that announced by the Government of Israel 
would risk violating International Humanitarian Law. Humanitarian aid should never be 
contingent on a ceasefire or used as a political tool. We reiterate that the civilians of Gaza 
who have suffered so much must be allowed to return to their homes and rebuild their 
lives. 
All hostages must be unconditionally released and Hamas must end their degrading and 
humiliating treatment. We reiterate our unwavering solidarity with their families and with 
the Israeli people in the face of the terrorist attacks committed by Hamas on 7 October 
2023. 
We need all parties to uphold the ceasefire and ensure it leads to a sustainable peace, the 
reconstruction of Gaza, and to allow for a credible pathway towards a two-state solution in 
which Israelis and Palestinians can live side by side in peace. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-
access-in-gaza  
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/F7756755-7D2A-4675-9266-0A73A6DEA9BE/Gaza
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/F7756755-7D2A-4675-9266-0A73A6DEA9BE/Gaza
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-conventions-1949additional-protocols-and-their-commentaries
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/geneva-conventions-1949additional-protocols-and-their-commentaries
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-access-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-humanitarian-access-in-gaza
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

John Mason (Independent) [S6M-16568] Building Bridges through Sport – That the 
Parliament welcomes that sport can be a bridge between countries with wildly differing 
political views; further welcomes that countries such as China and Iran, with what it 
considers to be appalling human rights records, are allowed to take part in international 
sporting competitions; believes that Israel is treated with much greater hatred, despite 
what it sees as its democratic system and much better human rights record; considers that 
there has been no genocide in Gaza by what it views as all normal definitions of that word; 
believes that it was right for Israel to be established as a safer haven for Jews, who had 
been for centuries widely persecuted in both Europe and in the Arab world, and hopes 
that, by building bridges through sport and dialogue, no country or people will be isolated 
and that negotiations on borders and other issues can be meaningfully progressed. 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16568   
 
 

Welsh Senedd Written Answer 

Free Trade Agreement: Israel 
Sam Rowlands (Conservative) [WQ95850] What discussions is the Welsh Government 
having with UK Government counterparts regarding a free trade agreement between the 
United Kingdom and Israel? 

The Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning: The Welsh 
Government engages with the UK government on all of the Free Trade Agreements 
that the UK government is undertaking. My officials have had discussions, and the 
opportunity to present Welsh views and interests, with the UK government on all 
six of the trade deals the UK government committed to undertaking, including the 
agreement between the United Kingdom and Israel. 

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/95850  
 
 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 

Rapporteur urgently calls for safe and unhindered access to humanitarian aid in 
Gaza 
Saskia Kluit (Netherlands, SOC), PACE rapporteur on “The absolute and urgent need to 
end the humanitarian crisis for women, children and the hostages in Gaza” today made 
the following statement: 
“I am deeply alarmed by Israel’s decision to halt humanitarian aid into the Gaza strip. 
The blocking of humanitarian aid deliveries into the Gaza Strip has severe consequences 
for the people in Gaza, especially children and families in desperate need. The 
humanitarian needs in Gaza are still immense and blocking this aid is a flagrant violation 
of international humanitarian law. Last Sunday, the UN Secretary General, António 
Guterres, called for “humanitarian aid to flow back into Gaza immediately”. The Genocide 
Convention forbids blocking food aid to civilians at all times, also in times of war. This 
blockage is just another step in the long-time suffering of the people of Gaza. Already in 
2017, the Parliamentary Assembly stated that the lifting of the blockade is a vital 
precondition for the resolution of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza (Resolution 2142 (2017)). 
Even with the restoration of food deliveries, the lack of drinking water, the near-complete 
destruction of Gaza’s hospitals and clinics, the lack of shelter, and the build-up of untreated 
sewage among the rubble are all but lethal to the surviving population of 2 million people. 
Just to cite an example of the dire situation: even last week infants were dying because of 
hypothermia, while  their  lives  could  have  been  easily  saved with good tents and other  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16568
https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/95850
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/23404
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basic humanitarian goods. This shouldn’t happen in societies based on human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law. 
After the ceasefire on 19 January 2025, humanitarian workers in Gaza were racing against 
time to assist those in need and save lives. They were repairing water systems and vital 
infrastructure as people return to what is left of their homes. This progress, relying on the 
ceasefire being upheld, and sustained funding, is threatened. 
What children and people in Gaza need now is a sustained ceasefire and continued 
unimpeded and unconditional access to aid. 
Recalling the Assembly’s Resolution 2582 (2025), I urgently call on the parties to fully 
respect their obligations under international law and immediately grant full, rapid, safe and 
unhindered access by humanitarian aid organisations to the Gaza Strip and to ensure that 
the adequate supply of essential goods in the Gaza Strip, such as food, water, medical 
equipment and medicines, fuel and shelter, is guaranteed for all Palestinians, in particular 
women and children, and for the hostages in Gaza. I call on the Israeli observer delegation 
to PACE to push for unhindered access to humanitarian aid in Gaza.” 
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9789/rapporteur-urgently-calls-for-safe-and-unhindered-
access-to-humanitarian-aid-in-gaza  

 

The UN Secretary General’s comments referred to above can be read at 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22568.doc.htm 
 

The Genocide Convention, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on
%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  

 
Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
 
 
 

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/34105
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9789/rapporteur-urgently-calls-for-safe-and-unhindered-access-to-humanitarian-aid-in-gaza
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9789/rapporteur-urgently-calls-for-safe-and-unhindered-access-to-humanitarian-aid-in-gaza
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22568.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
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** Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 

House of Lords Grand Committee, First Day 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-
1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, Sixteenth Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/0941ed2c-cfed-4199-a7d0-
4f4396e4ea1f/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SixteenthSitting) 

 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee, Seventeenth Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/fa14eacd-a954-4140-b9aa-
1cf63e222fc8/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SeventeenthSitting)  

 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0305v2.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/30CB6E45-DE7C-4061-B963-1E2C5E011170/HolocaustMemorialBill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/0941ed2c-cfed-4199-a7d0-4f4396e4ea1f/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SixteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/0941ed2c-cfed-4199-a7d0-4f4396e4ea1f/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SixteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/fa14eacd-a954-4140-b9aa-1cf63e222fc8/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SeventeenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-04/debates/fa14eacd-a954-4140-b9aa-1cf63e222fc8/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SeventeenthSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0305v2.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0305v2.pdf
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  
 

Report Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/73A4EB52-4BC1-42FF-910C-
769843C9C8FF/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/73A4EB52-4BC1-42FF-910C-769843C9C8FF/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-03-04/debates/73A4EB52-4BC1-42FF-910C-769843C9C8FF/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

