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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Church of England: Safeguarding 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/99C58873-D3D8-440D-
88BB-EDC46B0A8417/ChurchOfEnglandSafeguarding  
 
 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Independent Schools: VAT and Business Rates Relief 
col 2WH John Lamont (Conservative): … There seems to be no recognition from the 
Government that independent schools do not cater exclusively for wealthy children … As 
the Independent Schools Council’s chief executive, Julie Robinson, has said, the policy 
will, “cause huge disruption for thousands of families and children, especially those in low-
fee faith schools, specialist arts education, single-sex schools, or those who need special 
needs support.” … 

 

col 10WH Damian Hinds (Conservative): … whenever there is a story about this topic, it 
is always accompanied by a picture of children in exotic headwear, as though wearing a 
boater or a top hat represented the only type of private school available … what the 
Government have ignored is the existence of another tranche of schools. 
For a low-fee faith school, for example, the Exchequer makes somewhere between £500 
and £1,000 VAT per child a year, but every one of those children displaced into the state 
sector will cost £7,000 or more. … 

 

col 12WH Rupa Huq (Labour): … The problem is that the words “private school” imply a 
whole load of things—but they are not all Eton. … There are smaller SEND schools and 
smaller faith schools … some of the comms are based on a caricature. … 
col 14WH Usually education is not a taxable luxury good, and there is a fear that if this 
increase happens, what could be next—nurseries or universities? … 

 

col 18WH Gagan  Mohindra  (Conservative): … The  Government’s  impact  assessment  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/99C58873-D3D8-440D-88BB-EDC46B0A8417/ChurchOfEnglandSafeguarding
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/99C58873-D3D8-440D-88BB-EDC46B0A8417/ChurchOfEnglandSafeguarding
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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admits that the education tax will impact girls more than boys because there are more 
single-sex private schools for girls than for boys, and those schools have less of a financial 
background and have not been around for as long. … I am concerned about its impact on 
the excellent work that has been done by the private sector to lead the way in ensuring a 
high quality of education for girls, particularly in science, technology, engineering and 
maths and other fields where they are under-represented. … 

 

col 32WH Munira Wilson: … The majority of independent schools are small: 40% have 
fewer than 100 pupils. … it is not the very wealthy who will be impacted by it. … The impact 
of Labour’s policy is to make our private schools yet more elitist, which is what the 
Government are waging a campaign against. … 

 

col 37WH Neil O’Brien (Conservative): … I think of a small Christian school in Leicester, 
which got in touch with me because it was so concerned about this. Its income per pupil is 
probably below those of the neighbouring state schools, its fees are low, the 
teachers could get paid a lot more elsewhere and the parents are definitely not rich. Why 
do those people do it? … There are all kinds of reasons that children end up in the 
independent sector. Maybe it is their special needs; maybe it is faith; maybe it is to do with 
language; or maybe it is a particular educational approach that works for their child. In a 
word, this is pluralism. … 

 

col 39WH The Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury (Torsten Bell): … The best 
education for children is also what motivates the Government to break down barriers to 
opportunity to ensure that every child has access to high-quality education—and every 
child includes the 94% of children who attend state schools. The reforms to VAT and 
business rates that we are debating will raise about £1.8 billion a year … That will help to 
improve state education. … 
col 40WH The issue of faith schools was also raised. They are an important part of our 
educational landscape, but the argument that private faith schools should be exempt from 
these changes is not compelling. An exemption would reduce the revenue available for 
pupils in state schools, including those of faith, and would be inconsistent with this 
Government’s strong view that a state education is suitable for children of all faiths and for 
children of no faith. 

 

col 41WH Damian Hinds: On faith-based education, the Minister is quite right that there 
are large numbers of faith-based schools in the state sector. However, there are some 
denominations and particular religious traditions for which there are not large numbers of 
schools, and whose actually charge fees sometimes considerably below the average cost 
of a state school place. Does he recognise that there may be a case for an exemption in 
such cases? 

 

Torsten Bell: I recognise the description of the status quo as the right hon. Gentleman 
describes it, but I reiterate my view and the Government’s view that a state education is 
suitable for all families of all faiths. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/91A910E1-456A-44DA-
AB1A-AD36CAA02706/IndependentSchoolsVATAndBusinessRatesRelief  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Civil Society: Islam 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [31935] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 12 February 2025 to 
Question 28148, on Civil Society: Islam, what steps her Department takes to ensure there 
is consistency across individual teams on policy engagement; and whether policy teams 
share lists of organisations they have met with. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/91A910E1-456A-44DA-AB1A-AD36CAA02706/IndependentSchoolsVATAndBusinessRatesRelief
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/91A910E1-456A-44DA-AB1A-AD36CAA02706/IndependentSchoolsVATAndBusinessRatesRelief
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Alex Norris: Policy teams routinely confer when making decisions on engagement. 
We do not maintain and share lists of organisations policy teams have met. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31935  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28148  
 

Civil Society: Islam 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [31936] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 24 December to Question 
20228 on Civil Society: Islam, for what reason her Department has not engaged with (a) 
MEND, (b) CAGE, (c) the Muslim Association of Britain and (d) the Muslim Council of 
Britain. 

Alex Norris: The Government will only engage with organisations when it is in the 
public interest. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31936 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228  
 

Community Development: Radicalism 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [31954] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 10 February 2025 to 
Question 26476 to Community Development: Radicalism, whether (a) Standard 1 and (b) 
Standard 3 of the Government’s principles of engagement, published on 14 March 2024, 
remain her policy. 

Alex Norris: The engagement principles have not been further updated since July 
2024. The existing principles remain valid. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31954  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26476  
 

The Government’s Principles of Engagement, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-engagement-
principles/296e1df6-3180-4ad2-80bc-5b65175a9387  
 

Prime Minister 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [33046] To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, 
whether 10 Downing Street has a list of organisations or groups that it does not engage 
with. 

Georgia Gould: 10 Downing Street does not hold a list of this nature. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33046  
 

Community Development: Radicalism 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [31958] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 10 February 2025 to 
Question 26476 to Community Development: Radicalism, whether (a) individuals and (b) 
groups that condone criminal activity are able to submit responses to public consultations. 

Alex Norris: The government does not actively and knowingly consult with any 
individual or group that condones criminal activity. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31958  
 

Counter-terrorism 
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat) [32667] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what steps her Department plans to take to review the strategy for Prevent in  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31935
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28148
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31936
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31954
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26476
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-engagement-principles/296e1df6-3180-4ad2-80bc-5b65175a9387
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-engagement-principles/296e1df6-3180-4ad2-80bc-5b65175a9387
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-24/33046
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/31958


 4 

 

the context of (a) the Southport attacks and (b) other recent incidents. 
Dan Jarvis: The Home Secretary announced the creation of a new Independent 
Prevent Commissioner role in a statement to the House on 17 December 2024. 
The Commissioner role will help ensure Prevent is working effectively by reviewing 
its legislation, policies and operations and making sure it is implemented as 
intended.  It will also oversee and assure implementation of recommendations from 
reports, reviews, coronial processes, and Prevent Learning Reviews. 
Lord David Anderson KC was announced as the interim Commissioner on 21 
January, to allow work to begin swiftly. Lord Anderson has been asked to conduct 
a rapid review of the perpetrators’ Prevent history in the case of the Southport 
murders and the murder of Sir David Amess. He will examine improvements made 
to Prevent since 2021 and determine whether they have sufficiently strengthened 
the Prevent system, and identify any remaining gaps or shortcomings that require 
further improvement and assure action to address them. 
An open competition to recruit the permanent Independent Prevent Commissioner 
was launched on 14 February. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32667  
 

The Ministerial Statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-12-
17/debates/24121749000021/PreventingRadicalisation 

 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/70A99479-E1AB-4D28-AC21-
024A77A05D3E/SouthportAttack#contribution-F0533068-A66F-453E-8AD0-10AE361943D7  
 

Proscribed Organisations 
Alex Ballinger (Labour) [32295] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
whether she plans to proscribe (a) the English Defence League and (b) other far right 
groups. 

Dan Jarvis: The Government has robust processes in place for reviewing the list 
of proscribed organisations. However, the Government does not routinely comment 
on whether or not an organisation is being considered for proscription. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32295  
 

Proscribed Organisations 
Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [32754] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, how many people have been (a) investigated and (b) deported for supporting 
groups proscribed under the Terrorism Act 2000 in the last ten years by proscribed group. 

Dan Jarvis: The Government takes proscription offences very seriously. It is an 
offence under Section 12 of the Terrorism Act 2000 for a person to invite support 
for a proscribed organisation or express an opinion or belief that is supportive of a 
proscribed organisation. 
Data on arrests, charges and convictions for the proscription offences in sections 
11 to 13 of the Terrorism Act 2000 can be found in the quarterly Home Office 
publication ‘Operation of Police Powers under the Terrorism Act 2000’. 
The most recent publication was published on 12 December 2024 and includes data 
up to the year ending September 2024:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/operation-of-police-powers-under-tact-
2000-to-september-2024  
Data is not published on investigations or deportations relating to section 12 
offences. Data providers are not required to provide further detail on events leading 
to the arrest. Collecting and verifying the data requested to answer this question 
could only be done at disproportionate cost to the organisations responsible. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32667
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-12-17/debates/24121749000021/PreventingRadicalisation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-12-17/debates/24121749000021/PreventingRadicalisation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/70A99479-E1AB-4D28-AC21-024A77A05D3E/SouthportAttack#contribution-F0533068-A66F-453E-8AD0-10AE361943D7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/70A99479-E1AB-4D28-AC21-024A77A05D3E/SouthportAttack#contribution-F0533068-A66F-453E-8AD0-10AE361943D7
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32295
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/operation-of-police-powers-under-tact-2000-to-september-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/operation-of-police-powers-under-tact-2000-to-september-2024
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32754  
 

The Terrorism Act 2000, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/contents  
 

Demonstrations 
Josh Babarinde (Liberal Democrat) [32655] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what steps the Government is taking (a) to protect the right to peaceful protest 
and (b) to prevent politically motivated prosecutions against peaceful protesters. 

Diana Johnson: Peaceful protest is a vital part of our democracy. It is a long-
standing tradition in this country that people are free to gather and to demonstrate 
their views, provided that they do so within the law. This Government is committed 
to protecting and preserving that right. 
The decision to prosecute an individual is a decision for the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS), who are operationally independent of Government. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32655  
 

Religion: Education 
Manuela Perteghella (Liberal Democrat) [32593] To ask the Secretary of State for 
Education, whether she plans to (a) reintroduce a Subject Knowledge Enhancement Grant 
for Religious Education (RE) and (b) increase recruitment of teachers of RE more broadly. 

Catherine McKinnell: The below tables show the number of candidates who 
received a religious education (RE) subject knowledge enhancement (SKE) grant 
in each month since October 2022. 
The previous government took the decision to cut funding for RE SKEs from April 
2024 alongside four other subjects. The department currently offers SKE support 
in five secondary subjects: chemistry, computing, mathematics, modern languages 
and physics. The department will continue to explore our options for delivery of SKE 
training in future academic years to ensure that our funding supports courses in the 
subjects where these courses are most needed. 
SKE courses in RE by month 
Oct-
22 

Nov-
22 

Dec-
22 

Jan-
23 

Feb-
23 

Mar-
23 

Apr-
23 

May-
23 

Jun-
23 

Jul-
23 

Aug-
23 

Sep-
23 

Total 

0 1 2 10 5 1 5 16 18 19 8 0 85 

Initial teacher training (ITT) census data shows there were 269 new entrants to 
postgraduate ITT courses in RE in the 2023/24 academic year. Therefore, the 
department estimates 32% of all new postgraduate entrants in RE in the 2023/24 
academic year undertook a SKE prior to commencing ITT. 
Oct-
23 

Nov-
23 

Dec-
23 

Jan-
24 

Feb-
24 

Mar-
24 

Apr-
24 

May-
24 

Jun-
24 

Jul-
24 

Aug-
24 

Sep-24 Total 

1 0 4 11 9 16 35 28 9 5 6 0 124 

ITT census data shows there were 462 new entrants to postgraduate ITT courses 
in RE in the 2024/25 academic year. We therefore estimate 27% of all new 
postgraduate entrants in RE in the 2024/25 academic year undertook a SKE prior 
to commencing ITT. 
This government inherited a system with critical shortages of teachers, with 
numbers not keeping pace with demographic changes. Financial incentives are one 
of the most effective ways to increase teacher supply, which is why the department 
has announced an initial teacher training financial incentives package for the 
2025/26 recruitment cycle worth £233 million, which is a £37 million increase on 
the last cycle. This includes the reintroduction of a £10,000 tax free bursary to 
encourage prospective trainees to teach RE. 
The department has  also  expanded  its  ‘School  Teacher  Recruitment’  marketing  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32754
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/contents
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32655
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campaign which inspires and attracts candidates to consider a career in teaching, 
including RE. It promotes the profession and directs people to the ‘Get Into 
Teaching’ service, which exists to make teaching a career of choice and supports 
candidates to apply for teacher training in the most effective and efficient way 
possible. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32593  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Charities: Disqualification 
Lord Moylan (Conservative) [HL4893] To ask His Majesty's Government how many 
trustees of charities have been disqualified by the Charity Commission on account of social 
media posts in each of the last five years. 

Baroness Twycross: In the last five years, the Charity Commission has 
disqualified six individuals in cases that relate to the usage of social media. An 
individual’s use of social media was the sole basis for disqualification in three 
cases, while in the other three it was one of several grounds. 
The Commission’s decisions to disqualify are subject to robust oversight and can 
be appealed through review by an independent member of Commission staff, and 
subsequently to the First Tier Tribunal. 
The Charity Commission is independent from the Government in its regulatory 
decision making. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/hl4893  
 

 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Islamophobia: Definition Working Group 
The Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government (Angela 
Rayner) [HCWS487] The Government have established a working group to provide a 
definition of anti-Muslim hatred/Islamophobia, chaired by the right hon. Dominic Grieve 
KC.  The group will advise the Government on how to best understand, quantify and define 
prejudice, discrimination and hate crimes against Muslims. Details of the group’s terms of 
reference and membership will be placed in the Libraries of both Houses. 
Incidents of anti-Muslim hate crime are at a record high in England and Wales, and the 
group’s work will support wider efforts to tackle religiously motivated hate crime, delivering 
on the Government’s plan for change mission for safer streets. 
Alongside drawing on their own expertise, members will engage widely to ensure the 
definition accounts for the variety of backgrounds and experiences of Muslim communities 
across the United Kingdom. 
The group’s proposed definition will be non-statutory and will seek to provide the 
Government and other relevant bodies with an understanding of unacceptable treatment 
and prejudice against Muslim communities. 
The group’s proposed definition must be compatible with the unchanging right of British 
citizens to exercise freedom of speech and expression—which includes the right to 
criticise, express dislike of, or insult religions and or the beliefs and practices of adherents. 
This work will support these important freedoms, ensuring that they are preserved. 
The Government will continue to work with communities and other partners to heal the 
divisions of recent years and renew our country together. The working group announced 
today is an important step in that mission. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-
03/debates/25030334000013/IslamophobiaDefinitionWorkingGroup  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32593
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/hl4893
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/25030334000013/IslamophobiaDefinitionWorkingGroup
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/25030334000013/IslamophobiaDefinitionWorkingGroup
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Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Results of the 2024 FSA Slaughter Sector Survey in England and Wales 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67c5cf0e750837d7604dbdbf/25-02-
14_Slaughter_Sector_Survey_2024__REVISED_.pdf  

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

UK concludes presidency of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
… The UK has concluded its presidency of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA), which ran from March 2024 to February 2025.  The presidency’s theme, 
“In Plain Sight”, drew attention to the fact that the Holocaust did not happen in a dark 
corner.  This highlighted the nature of society that allowed the murder of 6 million Jewish 
men, women and children, and shone a spotlight on all those who had a part to play. 
Our presidency focused on safeguarding remembrance of the Holocaust and securing the 
narrative for the future. This included tackling Holocaust distortion, and exploring the role 
of artificial intelligence as a force for both good and bad in Holocaust education and 
distortion. 
During our presidency, we delivered our ‘My Hometown’ project, supporting young people 
across the IHRA membership in learning about their local Holocaust history.  Fifty six 
schools from across 15 countries took part.  A gallery of all the projects can be found on 
our implementing partner’s website. 
We also published the 80 Objects-80 Lives digital exhibition, delivered in partnership with 
the Association of Jewish Refugees. In the exhibition, Holocaust survivors shared personal 
stories connected to their possessions in a series of eighty short videos.  
We were also pleased to work with the Association of Jewish Refugees to launch their 
new UK testimony portal. This brings together UK testimony on one platform for the first 
time.  
The UK hosted 2 plenary meetings, bringing together around 300 IHRA delegates 
in Glasgow in June and London in December, to discuss efforts to strengthen Holocaust 
remembrance, education and research.  
We made progress in a range of areas, including the launch of the Archival Access Forum, 
to facilitate the sharing of best practice in accessing and preserving Holocaust-related 
archive materials.  
We launched guidance on the implementation of the IHRA definition of antisemitism for 
sporting institutions. We also hosted a successful Roma conference attended by 
representatives of the Roma community from across Europe, and launched IHRA’s 
recommendations for Teaching and Learning about the Roma. 
Our presidency also explored the role of emerging technologies in Holocaust education 
and distortion. We co-hosted an event with the OSCE in Romania. This considered how 
artificial intelligence could be used as a force for good in Holocaust education and in 
identifying and tackling instances of antisemitism and Holocaust distortion online. It also 
explored its more negative uses in facilitating Holocaust distortion. We continued these 
discussions in the margins of the London plenary, during a follow up conference on the 
role of artificial intelligence 
Domestically, we published the outcome of a review establishing the facts around 
the number of prisoners who died on Alderney during the Nazi occupation. This review 
played an important role in bringing to an end conspiracies and misinformation surrounding  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67c5cf0e750837d7604dbdbf/25-02-14_Slaughter_Sector_Survey_2024__REVISED_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67c5cf0e750837d7604dbdbf/25-02-14_Slaughter_Sector_Survey_2024__REVISED_.pdf
https://myhometown.collingwoodlearning.com/the-gallery/
https://www.holocausttestimony.org.uk/80-objects
https://www.holocausttestimony.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-glasgow-plenary
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-london-plenary
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-co-sponsored-conference-on-holocaust-distortion-and-education-in-bucharest
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/review-into-alderney-camps-determines-truth-around-death-toll-during-nazi-occupation
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this crucial period of history. 
Finally, we marked the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and 
the 25th anniversary of the Stockholm Declaration on Holocaust Remembrance. In 
February, we brought together IHRA delegates alongside key figures who have played a 
role in strengthening international action on Holocaust commemoration over the past 25 
years. Together we reflected on our achievements and look ahead to the future of 
remembrance. 
The Holocaust will sadly soon move from our living memory into the history books, and we 
will no longer be able to hear survivors tell their stories first-hand. It is therefore essential 
that we continue to do all we can to safeguard Holocaust sites, encourage greater 
transparency of Holocaust-related archives, and promote testimony and the stories of 
Holocaust-related objects. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-concludes-presidency-of-the-international-
holocaust-remembrance-alliance  
 

------------------- 
 
Conclusion of UK presidency of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance: 
Lord Pickles’ speech 
In February 1980, I first watched a sunrise over Jerusalem. Whenever I’ve returned to this 
wonderful city over the past 45 years, I still feel that feeling of warmth and wonderment. … 
The UK presidency aimed to bring out the best in the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), engender confidence in difficult times, and, above all, to 
strengthen the organisation.  
During our year, following a general election, Britain’s government changed from the 
Conservatives to Labour. There were many disagreements on political issues during the 
campaign, but there was complete unity on the need to fight antisemitism and to further 
Holocaust education and remembrance. 
Both governments were clear that our presidency would put the interest of IHRA and 
remembrance before narrow national interest. … 
Those of us who attended the poignant 80th-anniversary ceremony of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in January know that we will never see the like again. Ten years from 
now, at the 90th anniversary, it is unlikely there will be Holocaust survivors to speak. 
We are now the custodians of their memory. We must remember and tell the truth. We 
must uphold our founding document, the Stockholm Declaration, which is as relevant today 
as 25 years ago. … 
Under our leadership, the IHRA-UNESCO Capacity Building Training expanded. It now 
includes diplomatic networks and embassy staff. Those shaping international discourse 
must understand the dangers of Holocaust distortion. 
This work has left a lasting impact – embedding Holocaust memory into education, public 
policy, and diplomacy. The move to new technologies that allows memory preservation 
will ensure that future generations can still connect with survivor voices. … 
IHRA is the only international organisation focusing on Holocaust remembrance, education 
and research. That is worth holding on to. … 
I wish Israel a successful presidency. … 
Finally, I wish for 3 things. As the United Kingdom passes the flickering torch of Holocaust 
remembrance to Israel: 

• may its light shine bright over Jerusalem 

• may it illuminate the Crossroads of the Generations 

• may it show us the right path 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/conclusion-of-uk-presidency-of-the-
international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-lord-pickles-speech  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/25th-anniversary-of-the-stockholm-declaration-on-holocaust-remembrance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-concludes-presidency-of-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-concludes-presidency-of-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/conclusion-of-uk-presidency-of-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-lord-pickles-speech
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/conclusion-of-uk-presidency-of-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-lord-pickles-speech
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The Stockholm Declaration, referred to above, can be read at 
https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/stockholm-declaration 

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the OHCHR publication “International Arms Transfers and Human Rights” 
that is included in the Other Relevant Information section below. 

 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Ukraine 
Munira Wilson (Liberal Democrat): … In view of the Prime Minister’s cuts to the aid 
budget, and with the eyes of the world focused on Zelensky, Ukraine and Russia, can he 
please reassure the House that he will not forget about the middle east, and in particular 
the decision by Netanyahu’s Government to block aid to Gaza? What representations is 
he making on behalf of the Government to reverse that? It is a breach of international law. 

The Prime Minister: Let me be really clear: the decision to block aid going into 
Gaza is completely wrong and should not be supported in this House. On the 
contrary, more desperately needed aid should be going into Gaza at speed and at 
volume, and we are making those representations. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/8E74A3E1-9EEB-4FB3-
946A-F36BB28A60AC/Ukraine#contribution-C16FBFC9-BE0B-48E2-9964-
636354037B86  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following four questions all received the same answer 
Asylum: Appeals 

Lee Anderson (Reform UK) [32173] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, with reference to the Upper Tribunal Immigration and Asylum Chamber ruling 
UI-2024-005295 & Ors, whether the appellants will be entitled to the same access to public 
funds as people granted permission to stay under the Ukraine Family Scheme. 
Lee Anderson (Reform UK) [32174] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, with reference to the Upper Tribunal Immigration and Asylum Chamber ruling 
UI-2024-005295 & Ors, whether the appellants will be (a) granted indefinite leave to remain 
and (b) eligible for citizenship. 

Immigration 
Lee Anderson (Reform UK) [32176] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, with reference to the Upper Tribunal Immigration and Asylum Chamber ruling 
UI-2024-005295 & Ors, whether foreign nationals of any nationality with a family member 
residing in the UK have the right to settle in the UK. 

Immigration: Palestinians 
Lee Anderson (Reform UK) [32177] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, whether Palestinians granted permission to stay in the UK under the Ukraine 
Family Scheme will be eligible for indefinite leave to remain. 

Seema Malhotra: No Palestinians have been granted permission to stay in the UK 
under the Ukrainian Family Scheme. The Home Office does not routinely comment 
on individual cases. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32173  
 

https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/stockholm-declaration
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/8E74A3E1-9EEB-4FB3-946A-F36BB28A60AC/Ukraine#contribution-C16FBFC9-BE0B-48E2-9964-636354037B86
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/8E74A3E1-9EEB-4FB3-946A-F36BB28A60AC/Ukraine#contribution-C16FBFC9-BE0B-48E2-9964-636354037B86
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-03-03/debates/8E74A3E1-9EEB-4FB3-946A-F36BB28A60AC/Ukraine#contribution-C16FBFC9-BE0B-48E2-9964-636354037B86
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=4436
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=4436
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32173
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and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32174 
and  
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32176  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32177  
 

The Tribunal ruling referred to above can be read at 
https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2024-005295-ors  
 

Local Authority Housing Fund 
Lee Anderson (Reform UK) [32179] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, whether public funds will be made available to 
Palestinians granted the right to settle in the UK via the Local Authorities Housing Fund. 

Matthew Pennycook: Palestinians are not directly accommodated under the Local 
Authority Housing Fund. They can, however, seek advice from their local authority 
if they need support with housing, who will assess what homelessness duties are 
owed, based on the circumstances of the household. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32179  
 
 

House of Commons Library Briefing 

Lebanon: Introductory country profile 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9729/CBP-9729.pdf  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Updated Travel Advice: Israel 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel  
 
Updated travel Advice: The Occupied Palestinian Territories 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-territories  

 
 

Northern Ireland Oral Answers 

US Visit: St Patrick’s Day 
Gerry Carroll (People before Profit Alliance) [AQO 1630/22-27] asked the First Minister 
and deputy First Minister whether the First Minister or her junior Minister discussed any 
concerns with officials in relation to attending Washington DC on St Patrick’s Day.  

Michelle O'Neill (The First Minister):  As I have publicly stated, as First Minister, 
I have taken the decision not to travel to Washington DC over the St Patrick’s Day 
period this year. Junior Minister Reilly will also not be travelling to Washington … 
the deputy First Minister is travelling to Washington to undertake a series of 
engagements there.  

Gerry Carroll:  I welcome the decision not to go to the White House this St Patrick's Day, 
and I pay tribute to all the activists who put pressure on Sinn Féin and other parties not to 
go. Why is the First Minister allowing the deputy First Minister to go to the White House 
this St Paddy's Day, and will she join the calls to say that the Taoiseach and the Tánaiste 
should not go to the White House this Paddy's Day? 

Michelle O'Neill: I have taken the decision as First Minister not to attend events at  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32174
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32176
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32177
https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2024-005295-ors
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32179
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9729/CBP-9729.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-territories
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the White House this year. That is my decision. It was a decision that I did not take 
lightly, but it was a decision that I took as a principled stance because I believed 
that it was the right thing to do at this time. There are times when there is a 
responsibility on all of us to call out injustice, and this was that moment. I am very 
comfortable with my decision, and I am equally comfortable with the fact that the 
deputy First Minister has a different view and will travel to be part of the White 
House reception and other events this year. … 
The Taoiseach is a different offering insofar as the Taoiseach is uniquely in a 
position where he will have the opportunity to engage directly with the US president. 
That is an opportunity that he has to take, because only he will have the opportunity 
to have that one-on-one time. Perhaps he can — I hope that he does — take the 
opportunity to drive home the message about the depth of feeling right across 
Ireland on what is happening in Palestine and on the recent commentary by the US 
Administration in particular on the taking of Palestinian lands and the removal of 
the Palestinian people off their lands. The fact that they have moved away from a 
two-state solution, which is a solution that we all want to see achieved, is something 
that he needs to be very firm on in any engagement with the US president. … 

Sinéad McLaughlin (SDLP): First Minister, given your answer, do you regret going to the 
US last year? 

Michelle O'Neill: No, I do not. It is important that, at moments in time, we take our 
opportunity to take a stance, and this was that time. The fundamental difference is 
that the US Administration have now moved away from what was a united two-state 
solution that we all want to see — peace and security for the Palestinians and peace 
and security for the Israelis. We want to see that solution found, and the only way 
that you will do that is by having dialogue and involving all partners. Unfortunately, 
that is not the view of this US Administration and this new president. They have 
taken a decision to move towards the mass expulsion of the Palestinian people, 
they have taken a decision to seize Palestinian lands and they have taken a 
decision to move away from that united position of a two-state solution. Therefore, 
for me, at this time, this is not about politics but about humanity and about doing 
the right thing. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-
03&docID=430026#AQO%201630/22-27  
 

US Visit: St Patrick’s Day 
Brian Kingston (DUP) [AQO 1633/22-27] asked the First Minister and deputy First 
Minister for an update on any plans to attend events in Washington DC for St Patrick's 
Day.  

Michelle O'Neill (The First Minister): As First Minister, I have taken the decision 
not to attend the events in Washington DC this year … The deputy First Minister 
has confirmed that she will go to Washington DC, and that programme is still in final 
development. … 

Brian Kingston: The First Minister is aware, given her previous answer, of the series of 
events that take place in Washington DC in the week of St Patrick's Day, in addition to the 
shamrock ceremony in the White House. All of those events provide excellent 
opportunities to promote the interests of people in Northern Ireland. Does the First Minister 
not acknowledge that, if she truly wants to be a First Minister for all, she should set aside 
her personal and party preference for which party occupies the presidency and join the 
deputy First Minister in attending as many events in Washington DC as she can that week? 

Michelle O'Neill: First, let me be clear: this is not about party politics. This is about 
humanity. This is about standing up against injustice. This is about taking a stand 
when a US Administration  have  decided  to  annex the people of Palestine off their  

 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-03&docID=430026#AQO%201630/22-27
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-03&docID=430026#AQO%201630/22-27
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land and when they have moved away from a two-state solution — a solution that 
we all should want to see delivered in the Middle East. I want to see peace and 
security for the Palestinians and the Israelis, and I want to use every international 
effort that is conceivably possible to work towards that agenda. Unfortunately, that 
is not the resolve of the current US Administration, so, at this point in time, I am 
taking a stand for humanity and against injustice. I can do that whilst advocating for 
our local economy, which is what I do. … 
Our economic links will continue. However, there come times in our life when we 
should take a stand, and, at this moment in time, I side with humanity. 

Doug Beattie (UUP): Minister, our party always argues against boycotts; other parties like 
boycotts. Some parties complain about boycotts and then partake in boycotts themselves. 
I ask the First Minister to be absolutely clear: will the deputy First Minister be going to the 
White House to represent Northern Ireland? 

Michelle O'Neill: Yes, the deputy First Minister will be there representing our office. 
I will not stand in the way of the deputy First Minister. She has her view, and I have 
mine. We can have respect for each other's view. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-
03&docID=430026#AQO%201633/22-27  
 

Thales: Palestine and Ukraine 
T8. Claire Sugden (Independent) [AQT 1088/22-27] asked the First Minister and deputy 
First Minister, given the First Minister's comments and actions around Palestine, if she 
agreed with and supported the deal announced by the UK Government in relation to 
Belfast company Thales supplying 5,000 missiles to Ukraine.  

Michelle O'Neill (The First Minister):  First, the focus of the international 
community should always be on working towards negotiation and peace 
settlements. That is my approach to such things. It is only through lasting peace 
and genuine and constructive engagement that you arrive at a peace solution. Our 
example here tells us that. The support of the European countries for Ukraine 
absolutely needs to be solid. I welcome the fact that we have that back on an even 
keel and that there is no ambiguity around European support for ending the war in 
Ukraine. 

Claire Sugden: To go back to the specific question, given that company's role in relation 
to Palestine, does the First Minister support the £1·6 billion deal that the UK Government 
announced this morning? 

Michelle O'Neill: No. I am really incredulous. At a time when public services are 
being cut left, right and centre; when we have endured 14 years of austerity; when 
winter fuel payments to older people are being cut; when lots of small local 
businesses will go to the wall, because they cannot afford the hike in National 
Insurance; and when our farmers are worried because of the inheritance tax, I 
would rather see the money being invested in public services than in buying 
weapons of war. 

There is no direct link to individual Topical Questions in the Northern Ireland Assembly, 
but the above exchange is the third above the start of Communities questions at 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-
03&docID=430026#4826003  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Invest NI: State of Israel 
Kate Nicholl (Alliance) [AQW 22808/22-27] To ask the Minister for the Economy whether  
 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-03&docID=430026#AQO%201633/22-27
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-03&docID=430026#AQO%201633/22-27
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-03&docID=430026#4826003
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-03-03&docID=430026#4826003
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any funding has been provided by Invest NI to support companies engaged in the (i) 
construction; and (ii) supply of weapons to the State of Israel. 

The Minister for the Economy: Invest NI does not support projects that supply 
arms to Israel. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=428742  
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General's remarks at the Extraordinary Arab Summit on the situation in 
the Middle East/Gaza [scroll down for Arabic] 
… Since the horrific attacks by Hamas in Israel on October 7, the ensuing Israeli military 
operations have unleashed an unprecedented level of death and destruction in Gaza, 
generating an immense trauma. 
Palestinians in Gaza have suffered beyond measure. 
And the risk of even greater devastation looms.  
This Summit is an important signal that the world has a collective responsibility to support 
efforts to end this war, relieve profound human suffering and secure lasting peace. … 
Since the start of the implementation of the first phase of the ceasefire, Palestinian civilians 
in Gaza have experienced reprieve. Hostages were released and humanitarian aid 
dramatically increased. 
I urge the parties to uphold their commitments and implement them in full … 
We must avoid at all costs the resumption of hostilities that would plunge the millions back 
into an abyss of suffering and further destabilize the region. And simultaneously, the 
territorial integrity of Lebanon and Syria must be respected. 
Serious negotiations for the ceasefire in all its facets must be resumed without delay. 
All hostages must be released — immediately, unconditionally and in a dignified manner. 
The release of Palestinian detainees must be carried out per the terms of the deal and also 
in a dignified way. … 
And all obstacles to the effective delivery of lifesaving aid must be removed. 
Humanitarian aid is not negotiable. It must flow without impediment. … 
Ending the immediate crisis is not enough. 
We need a clear political framework that lays the foundation for Gaza’s recovery, 
reconstruction and lasting stability.  
That framework must be based on principles and respect for international law. 
Israel’s legitimate security concerns must be addressed, but that should not be through 
long-term Israeli military presence in Gaza. … 
I appeal for the urgent and full support of UNRWA’s work, including financial support. … 
Finally, as we widen the lens beyond Gaza, we see an alarming situation unfolding in the 
West Bank. 
Israeli security forces have launched large-scale operations, including airstrikes and also 
the deployment of tanks for the first time in over two decades. 
Over 40,000 Palestinians have been forcibly displaced in the last month — the largest 
displacement in the West Bank in decades. 
Meanwhile, demolitions, evictions and settlement expansions continue, with settler 
violence is on the rise. 
All of this is further weakening the Palestinian Authority at a time when its role is more 
crucial than ever. … 
Israel, as the occupying power, must comply with all its obligations under international law, 
including international humanitarian law. 
And the Palestinian Authority must be supported to govern effectively, and to do so in 
compliance with its own obligations under international law. … 
The true foundation of recovery in Gaza will be more than concrete and steel. 
 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=428742
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It will be dignity, self-determination and security.  
This means staying true to the bedrock of international law. 
It means rejecting any form of ethnic cleansing. 
And it means forging a political solution. 
There is no sustainable future for Gaza that is not part of a viable Palestinian State. 
There can be no recovery without an end to the occupation. 
No justice without accountability for violations of international law. 
And no sustainable reconstruction without a clear and principled political horizon. 
The Palestinian people must have the right to govern themselves, to chart their own future, 
and to live on their land in freedom and security. 
There must be irreversible steps now toward the realization of the two-State solution — 
before it’s too late. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-03-04/secretary-generals-remarks-
the-extraordinary-arab-summit-the-situation-the-middle-eastgaza-scroll-down-for-arabic  
 
------------------- 
 

Gaza Ceasefire Must Hold, Secretary-General Urges at Launch of Berlin Initiative 
… I commend the launch of The Berlin Initiative and its commitment to a diplomatic 
resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
Since the horrific terror attacks by Hamas on 7 October, the ensuing Israeli military 
operations have unleashed an unprecedented level of death and destruction in 
Gaza. Meanwhile, the deteriorating situation in the West Bank is fueling further instability 
and suffering. 
The ceasefire in Gaza must hold and be implemented in full. All hostages must be released 
immediately, unconditionally, and in a dignified manner. And humanitarian aid must be 
maintained, funded, protected, and reach people in dire need without restrictions.  
But beyond ending this terrible war, we must lay the foundations for lasting peace — one 
that ensures security for Israel, dignity and self-determination for the Palestinian people, 
and stability for the entire region.  
That requires a clear political framework for Gaza’s recovery and reconstruction.  It 
requires immediate and irreversible steps towards a two-State solution — with Gaza and 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, unified under a legitimate Palestinian authority, 
accepted and supported by the Palestinian people.  And it requires putting an end to 
occupation, settlement expansion and threats of annexation. 
Efforts like The Berlin Initiative help forge a diplomatic path.  I urge everyone to seize this 
moment to build a future where Israel and Palestine live side by side, in peace and security, 
in line with international law and UN resolutions.  It is the only way.  
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22569.doc.htm  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

“Hostage-taking is a cruel game”, Special Rapporteur on torture calls for immediate 
release of hostages worldwide 
The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, Alice Jill Edwards, today warned that hostage-
taking by both States and non-State actors is on the rise, with hostages being used as 
unwitting bargaining chips in international relations. 
“Hostage-taking is cruelty – plain and simple – and almost always involves torture,” 
Edwards said. “It inflicts severe physical and psychological suffering on both hostages and 
their families.” 
In a report presented to  the  Human  Rights  Council,  the  expert  urged  the  international  
 

https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-03-04/secretary-generals-remarks-the-extraordinary-arab-summit-the-situation-the-middle-eastgaza-scroll-down-for-arabic
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-03-04/secretary-generals-remarks-the-extraordinary-arab-summit-the-situation-the-middle-eastgaza-scroll-down-for-arabic
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22569.doc.htm
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community to take immediate action to end this inhumane practice, hold perpetrators 
accountable, secure the release of hostages and provide full support to victims and their 
families. 
“I have heard horrific stories from victims. How they were seized, without warning, before 
being incarcerated in rancid prisons and other hellholes in jungles, basements and tunnels. 
How they were held without proper legal charges or procedures,” she said. 
In her report, the Special Rapporteur found that State hostage-taking is occurring with 
increasing regularity and geographical spread, driven by a small group of governments 
that detain foreign or dual nationals on fabricated or exaggerated charges to gain 
diplomatic leverage. The expert identified States such as China, Iran, Myanmar, North 
Korea, Russia, the United Arab Emirates and Venezuela as being involved in these 
politically motivated detentions. 
“At the same time, armed and terrorist groups continue to violently abduct civilians, in mass 
hostage-takings such as the Boko Haram kidnappings and the 7 October 2023 abductions 
by Hamas and other armed groups in Israel,” she said. 
Edwards noted that victims often suffer psychological coercion, physical abuse and 
prolonged solitary confinement. Some survivors have reported starvation, mock 
executions and sexual torture. Once released, hostages can be left with lifelong trauma. 
“Hostage-taking is an affront to human dignity,” she said. 
“What is particularly deplorable is the way in which hostages are deliberately mistreated 
as part of the perpetrators’ strategy to secure better concessions. This type of manipulation 
is unconscionable,” the expert said. 
The Special Rapporteur stressed that victim-centred support was essential to ensure that 
these individuals and their families receive long-term psychological, medical and financial 
assistance. “They should be legally recognised as survivors of torture,” she said. 
“We cannot allow hostage-taking to become an accepted tool of diplomacy or warfare. The 
time to act is now,” Edwards said. 
In her report, the torture expert called for criminalisation and enforcement, stronger 
accountability and more tailored victim support and advocacy. She highlighted the 
potential of universal jurisdiction, targeted sanctions and ICC investigations, all of which 
she said should be pursued. 
The Special Rapporteur urged governments to appoint senior liaison officers to keep 
families informed of steps taken to secure the release of hostages. She also called on the 
Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative on hostage-taking to advocate on 
behalf of the victims and participate in international efforts. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/hostage-taking-cruel-game-special-
rapporteur-torture-calls-immediate-release  
 
A/HRC/58/55: Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment: hostage-taking as torture 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-
regular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-55-aev.docx  
 
------------------- 
 
Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and Israel, to hold Public Hearings from 11 to 12 March 
The Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem and Israel, will hold public hearings from 11 to 12 March 2025 to gather 
testimony from victims of sexual, reproductive and other forms of gender-based violence 
committed by the Israeli Security Forces and Israeli settlers. 
The hearings … will be broadcast live in English on UN Web TV. … 
The first day of hearings will focus on sexual and  gender-based  violence,  including  rape  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/hostage-taking-cruel-game-special-rapporteur-torture-calls-immediate-release
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/hostage-taking-cruel-game-special-rapporteur-torture-calls-immediate-release
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-55-aev.docx
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/hrcouncil/sessions-regular/session58/advance-version/a-hrc-58-55-aev.docx
https://webtv.un.org/en
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and other forms of sexual violence, perpetrated by members of the Israeli Security Forces 
and settlers across the Occupied Palestinian Territory during detention and ground 
offensives since 7 October 2023. 
The second day of hearings will focus on deliberate attacks on sexual and reproductive 
health care facilities and the impact of collapsed health care infrastructure on women and 
girls. It will also examine reproductive violence and harms resulting from Israeli authorities’ 
preventing humanitarian assistance and necessary medications and equipment to ensure 
safe pregnancies, deliveries, post-partum and neonatal care. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/commission-inquiry-occupied-
palestinian-territory-including-east-jerusalem  
 
 

UNRWA 

UNRWA Commissioner General on the decision of Israel to stop aid into Gaza 
The decision of Israel to stop aid into Gaza threatens the lives of civilians exhausted by 16 
months of brutal war. 
Humanitarian aid must continue to flow at scale similar to what we’ve seen over the past 
six weeks when the ceasefire began. This brought respite and relief to people in need. 
The vast majority of the people in Gaza rely on aid for their sheer survival. 
Lifesaving water, hospitals, health centres and electricity are essential to complement 
basic food assistance. 
Aid and these basic services are nonnegotiable. 
They must never be used as weapons of war. 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/decision-israel-stop-aid-gaza  
 
 

UNICEF 

With stoppage of humanitarian aid deliveries into the Gaza Strip, UNICEF warns of 
severe consequences for children and families in desperate need 
… The aid restrictions announced yesterday will severely compromise lifesaving 
operations for civilians,” said Edouard Beigbeder, UNICEF Regional Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa. “It is imperative that the ceasefire – a critical lifeline for children – 
remains in place, and that aid is allowed to flow freely so we can continue to scale up the 
humanitarian response.” … 
Between 19 January and 28 February of this year, nearly 1,000 UNICEF trucks with 
lifesaving aid crossed into the territory, bringing clean water, medical supplies, vaccines, 
therapeutic food, and other materials – a more than three-fold increase in delivery of 
UNICEF supplies over the previous six-week period.    
Despite the increase in humanitarian aid entering the Gaza Strip, conditions for children 
remain extremely dire. Seven newborn babies reportedly died from hypothermia over the 
past week because they lacked access to sufficiently warm clothes and blankets, shelter, 
or medical care. … 
And with 19 out of 35 hospitals only partially functioning, the health system has been 
stretched far beyond its limits. 
Since the start of the ceasefire, UNICEF and our partners have been working on the ground 
to scale up the humanitarian response. This includes: 

• Providing warm clothing to 150,000 children and 245,000 tarpaulins for 70,000 
families. 

• Reaching over 25,000 people with essential medical care. 

• Increasing water distribution for nearly 500,000 people daily in more remote areas,  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/commission-inquiry-occupied-palestinian-territory-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/commission-inquiry-occupied-palestinian-territory-including-east-jerusalem
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/decision-israel-stop-aid-gaza
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and repaired water infrastructure, including critical desalination plants. 

• Treating more than 2,600 children suffering from acute malnutrition. 

• Providing humanitarian cash assistance to over 195,000 people, including at least 
100,000 children.  

In addition, UNICEF and partners concluded a polio vaccination campaign this past week, 
reaching more than 600,000 children. Similarly, at least 14,000 children have received 
routine vaccination, preventing the spread of deadly and contagious diseases. … 
UNICEF urgently calls on the parties to fully respect their obligations under international 
law – including by taking immediate and effective measures to enable the provision of 
urgently needed basic services and to facilitate the  unimpeded flow of humanitarian aid 
into the Gaza Strip through multiple crossings, to release all hostages, and to ultimately 
reach a permanent ceasefire to allow for the reconstruction and the delivery of critical 
services to families and children. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/stoppage-humanitarian-aid-deliveries-gaza-strip-
unicef-warns-severe-consequences  

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

International Arms Transfers and Human Rights 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/arms/international-arms-
transfers-1-en.pdf  
 
------------------- 
 
Torture and ill-treatment often intertwined with intolerance and discrimination on 
basis of religion or belief: UN expert 
Intersection between the right to freedom of religion or belief and the prohibition of torture 
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment has been limited, and 
there remain significant gaps and unexplored potentials of a deeper understanding of how 
both rights interrelate and support one another, a UN expert said today. 
In her report to the 58th Session of the Human Rights Council, Nazila Ghanea, UN Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, explores the intersections between the right to 
freedom of religion or belief and the prohibition of torture and ill-treatment. … 
“While international standards providing for the protection of these rights are clear, and 
coercion can be identified as the key link between these rights, it is noticeable that States, 
courts and even those working directly with victims have not taken both rights into 
consideration in cases raising overlapping concerns. This lack of attention to victims’ 
claims have exposed them to further abuse.” … 
She also highlighted disrespect for burial rituals and the desecration of cemeteries and 
burial grounds as particularly insidious examples of coercion. … 
“The ultimate goal of this report is to honour the victims of such violations by recommending 
a framework that will minimise the chances of repeated violations taking place,” Ghanea 
said. … 
“In light of the concerning lack of international case-law on these topics, I call on all 
concerned to step up their activities in order to  more  adequately  recognise  and  address  
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/stoppage-humanitarian-aid-deliveries-gaza-strip-unicef-warns-severe-consequences
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/stoppage-humanitarian-aid-deliveries-gaza-strip-unicef-warns-severe-consequences
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/arms/international-arms-transfers-1-en.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/arms/international-arms-transfers-1-en.pdf
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violations, develop effective preventive measures and end impunity,” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/torture-and-ill-treatment-often-
intertwined-intolerance-and-discrimination  
 
Freedom of religion or belief and the prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punishment 
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/58/49  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0304.pdf  

 

House of Commons Library Briefing: Progress of the Bill 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10208/CBP-10208.pdf  

 
Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
** Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59324/documents/6080  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/torture-and-ill-treatment-often-intertwined-intolerance-and-discrimination
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/03/torture-and-ill-treatment-often-intertwined-intolerance-and-discrimination
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/58/49
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0304.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0304.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10208/CBP-10208.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59324/documents/6080
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
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Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 

** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0304v2.pdf  

 

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59350/documents/6093  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 
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