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Post-mortems: Pathology
Alison Hume (Labour) [30855] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care,
what estimate his Department has made of the average time taken to carry out
postmortems by pathologists ordered by a coroner in (a) the UK and (b) North Yorkshire.
Ashley Dalton: The Government has not made an estimate of the average time
taken to carry out postmortems ordered by a coroner.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30855

Religious Buildings: Security
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [31486] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, how much funding has been allocated to the (a) Protective Security for
Mosques Scheme, (b) Jewish Community Protective Security Grant and (c) the Places of
Worship Protective Security Scheme in 2025.
Dan Jarvis: In 2025/26, up to £50.9 million is available to protect faith communities.
This includes £18 million through the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant,
£29.4 million through the Protective Security for Mosques scheme and for security
at Muslim faith schools, and £3.5 million for the places of worship and associated
faith community centres of all other faiths.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31486

Information about the Protective Security for Mosques Scheme, referred to above, can be
read at
https://www.qov.uk/quidance/protective-security-for-mosques-scheme

Information about the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant, referred to above, can
be read at
https://www.qov.uk/quidance/ijewish-community-protective-security-qgrant

Information about the the Places of Worship Protective Security Scheme, referred to
above, can be read at
https.:.//www.qov.uk/quidance/places-of-worship-protective-security-scheme
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Freedom of Expression

Paul Holmes (Conservative) [24223] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 3 January 2025 to
Question 20827 on Religious Freedom, what steps the Government is taking to protect
freedom of speech in relation to the expression of lawful statements which may be critical
of organised religion.

Alex Norris: This is a tolerant multi-faith country in which all faiths contribute

towards creating a richer society. There are no blasphemy laws in this country and

there are no plans to introduce blasphemy laws. This Government will always

recognise British citizens’ unchanging right to freedom of speech and expression.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24223

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20827

Mohamed Hoblos
Nick Timothy (Conservative) [31546] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, if she will take steps to bar Mohamed Hoblos from entry into the UK.
Angela Eagle: As the Honourable Member will be aware, it is longstanding policy
that the Home Office does not comment on individual cases.
However, we have robust safeguards to ensure that those who intend to sow hatred
and division in our communities are refused entry to our country, and we make no
apology for this. Our priority remains maintaining the safety and security of the UK
and our communities.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31546

Hate Crime: Religion
Lord Balfe (Conservative) [HL4970] To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they
have, if any, to establish a taskforce aimed at tackling discrimination against Christians
and other religious groups in the UK, similar to the taskforce created for that purpose by
the government of the USA.
Lord Khan of Burnley: All forms of racial and religious discrimination are
completely unacceptable, including that directed at Christians, and the government
continues to work closely with community partners to tackle it. Churches and
Christian charities occupy a valuable position in society through their access to
active citizens, their role within local communities and their good relationships with
other faith groups. Government and police routinely assess potential threats to
ensure that protective measures are in place to protect Christian communities and
their places of worship. The government has been exploring a more integrated and
cohesive approach to bridging divisions and challenging hatred. We remain
committed to protecting the right of individuals to freely practise their religion and
will not tolerate discrimination against Christians in any form.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/h14970
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Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI)

Incidents and Crimes with a Hate Motivation Recorded by the Police in Northern
Ireland: Update to 31st December 2024
https://www.psni.police.uk/system/files/2025-02/2023864648/Hate %20Motivations%20Bu
lletin%20Period%20ending%2031st%20December%202024.pdf

Hate Motivations Tables Period Ending 31st December 2024
https://www.psni.police.uk/system/files/2025-02/28896518/Hate%20Motivations%20Tabl
€s%20Period%20Ending%2031st%20December%202024 .xIsx

TOP

Israel

See also Commons written answer 31546 “Mohamed Hoblos” that is included in the
Home Affairs section above.

House of Commons Written Answers

Benjamin Netanyahu

Ben Maguire (Liberal Democrat) [31225] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether the formal mechanisms set out in
section 2 of the International Criminal Court Act 2001 have been triggered in relation to
the arrest warrant for Benjamin Netanyahu issued by the International Criminal Court on
21 November 2024.

Stephen Doughty: If the UK receives a request for arrest and surrender or a

request for provisional arrest from the International Criminal Court (ICC) for an

indicted individual who is visiting the UK, then these warrants will go into a domestic

legal progress. It is this process through our independent courts that determines

whether or not to endorse, or issue, the warrant in accordance with the UK's ICC

Act 2001.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31225

The International Criminal Court Act 2001, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.leqislation.qov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/contents

The announcement of the arrest warrant referred to above can be read at
httos://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges

Israel: Hamas
Sarah Champion (Labour) [30101] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 6 February 2025 to
Question 27261 on Israel: Hamas, if he will make an assessment of the value of Overseas
Development Aid spent in the last five years that has been destroyed during the course of
the conflict in Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: The UK works closely with trusted partners to ensure timely
reporting and monitoring of aid losses. Following the ceasefire, partners are
continuing to assess the situation on the ground after 15 months of conflict. Our
understanding of the impact on UK aid provided will be drawn from these
assessments. To note, UK funding is used to support a wide range of activities and
services, as well as provision of goods. We welcome reports that more aid has been
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entering Gaza during the ceasefire period and continue to urge all parties to ensure
that aid can safely and effectively reach those who need it in all parts of Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30101

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/2726 1

Refugees: Palestinians
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [31729] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, If she will make an assessment of the potential merits of establishing a legal
pathway for Palestinian children in Gaza to travel to the UK to receive medical treatment.
Seema Malhotra: | refer the Hon Member to the answer of 7 November 24 to
Question UIN 11872.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31729

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-30/11872

The Government is determined to secure a ceasefire in Gaza and rapidly increase
aid, ensuring humanitarian support is reaching people there. We have been
assisting British nationals and other eligible people to leave Gaza, liaising closely
with the Israeli and Egyptian authorities.

There are provisions that allow Palestinians to come to the UK for Private Medical
Treatment under the Immigration Rules. Where a relevant application is made
consideration will be given to exceptional circumstances or where there are
compelling or compassionate grounds. The government is keeping all existing visa
pathways under review in response to events in Gaza.

Israel should engage with its partners to urgently establish sustained, safe and
timely passage for patients who need medical or surgical interventions not available
in Gaza.

The UK is supporting the provision of essential healthcare to civilians in Gaza,
including support to UK-Med for operating their field hospitals. On 16 October,
Minister Falconer announced £1m for WHO Egypt to help Egypt’s Ministry of Health
support medically evacuated civilians from Gaza who are receiving care in Eqypt.
It should be noted that the World Health Organisation (WHQ) position is that people
who are medically evacuated should stay as close to home as possible, so that
they remain amongst those who are more likely to understand their language and
culture, and so that their return home, when ready, is easier.

Israel: Hostage Taking

Chris Law (SNP) [31014] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and

Development Affairs, if the Government will meet with family members of Palestinian (a)

abductees and (b) hostages held without (i) charge and (ii) trial in Israeli detention facilities.
Hamish Falconer: We are deeply concerned by reports of the mistreatment of
Palestinian detainees held in Israeli detention centres. The UK continues to
reiterate calls for Israel to allow the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) unfettered and immediate access to detention facilities. We continue to
raise this with the Israeli government as a priority. The Foreign Secretary, the
Minister for Development, the Foreign Secretary's Representative for Humanitarian
Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (FSRHA) and | regularly meet NGOs
to discuss topics including prisoners and detainees. The UK has always been clear
that an immediate ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting solution to this
crisis. We are closely monitoring the situation and will continue to engage with
international partners to ensure full implementation of the agreement, including the
release of all hostages.
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31014

Ahmad Muna and Mahmoud Muna
Melanie Ward (Labour) [32387] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his counterpart in Israel on
the arrest and detention of (a) Mahmoud Muna and (b) Ahmad Muna.
Hamish Falconer: We are concerned by reports of the detention of Mahmoud and
Ahmad Muna by the Israeli authorities. Our Ambassador in Tel Aviv, and the British
Consulate General in Jerusalem, tweeted to express concern at the police raid, and
to reiterate our support for freedom of expression as a fundamental right. We
continue to call on Israeli authorities to exercise restraint and adhere to international
law.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-21/32387

The tweet referred to above can be read at
https://x.com/UKinJerusalem/status/1888937544353534370

UK Parliament Early Day Motions

Calum Miller (Liberal Democrat) [857] Treatment of Israeli hostages — That this House
is deeply moved by the release of hostages after being held in captivity for over 16 months
by Hamas; notes with disgust the way in which hostages have been treated while in
captivity and during their release, such as the way in which Eli Sharabi was cruelly mocked
by his captors on release over the murder of his family; believes that such extremism
undermines the efforts of those Israelis and Palestinians who are working towards peace;
further notes the ongoing suffering of all those still being held hostage by Hamas as well
as the suffering which their families have endured; pays tribute to the immensely powerful
advocacy of the hostage families in the midst of unimaginable suffering; calls for the
immediate and unconditional release of all hostages still held in Gaza; and urges the UK
Government to do all it can to secure a lasting peace with a two state solution which will
give Israelis and Palestinians the security they deserve.
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63225

Calum Miller (Liberal Democrat) [856] West Bank — That this House is deeply concerned
by recent developments in the West Bank; believes that the deployment of Israeli military
personnel to the West Bank, which constitutes one of the most significant military
operations in the area since 2002, further escalates tensions and undermines the stability
of the fragile ceasefires in the wider region; notes with alarm the expulsion of over 40,000
residents from the Jenin, Tulkarm and Nur Shams refugee camps; condemns remarks by
those who advocate the annexation of the West Bank to Israel and who incite violence to
achieve that end; further believes that such extremism undermines the efforts of those
Israelis and Palestinians who are working towards peace; calls on the Government to
legislate to cease the import to the UK of goods produced in illegal settlements; further
notes the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the West Bank, with many displaced
Palestinians struggling to access clean water, food, shelter and medical care; and further
calls for the urgent delivery of aid to displaced Palestinians.
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63224

House of Commons Library Briefing

Syria after Assad: Consequences and interim authorities 2025
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10161/CBP-10161.pdf
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Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

UN Human Rights Council 58: UK Statement on Occupied Palestinian Territories
... Back on 7 October 2023, Israel suffered the worst terror attack in its history at the hands
of Hamas: the hostages have suffered an unbearable trauma.

The people of Gaza, so many of whom have lost their lives, homes or loved ones, have
also experienced a living nightmare.

We've been crystal clear. Palestinian civilians must be permitted to return to their
communities and rebuild. It is for Palestinians to determine the future of Gaza. And
international humanitarian law must be respected.

In the West Bank, the UK is deeply concerned at the expansion of Israel’'s war aims and
operations. Civilians must be protected.

But let me be clear, the UK is opposed to the existence of item 7. The UK wants to see all
countries face appropriate scrutiny of their human rights record but opposes the
disproportionate focus of this item. ...

The UK has urged all parties to sustain the ceasefire deal, implement the agreement in
full, and support efforts to move to phase two and a sustainable peace.

Indeed, let me reaffirm, once again, our support for a credible pathway towards a peaceful
future for both Palestinians and Israelis, based on a two-state solution where they live side-
by-side in peace, dignity and security. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-statement-at-the-un-hrc-on-occupied-
palestinian-territories

Hamish Falconer Deeply saddened by news overnight. My thoughts are with the loved
ones of Tzachi, Shlomo, ltzik and Ohad. What they have gone through is unimaginable. It
is vital that we see all hostages released and all phases of the ceasefire implemented in
full.

https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1895099714959274254

Updated Travel Advice: Israel
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel

Updated Travel Advice: The Occupied Palestinian Territories
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/the-occupied-palestinian-territories

Scottish Parliament Debate

Scottish Enterprise Funding (Arms Companies)

14.50 Lorna Slater (Green): | was very proud to be part of the Scottish Government under
First Minister Humza Yousaf when he spoke up so movingly on the plight of the Palestinian
people, who were being subject to collective punishment for the brutal atrocities that were
committed on 7 October. The suffering that they have endured at the hands of Israeli forces
has been horrific. Ordinary citizens, half of them children, have been subject to
bombardment for months and deprived of food, water, electricity and medical care in some
of the worst war crimes of the 21st century.

Tens of thousands of people have been killed; schools, hospitals and homes have been
bombed into rubble; lives have been cut devastatingly short; and more than 1 million
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people have been displaced. Now, in front of the world, the Trump Administration is calling
for widespread ethnic cleansing. There are International Criminal Court arrest warrants out
for the architects of the crisis and on-going investigations for breaches of the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.

The Scottish Government has rightly spoken strongly against the killing and against Donald
Trump’s plan. The Scottish Government has been clear in its support for a permanent
ceasefire in Gaza ... Yet, since the assault began, the Scottish Government has given
more than £1 million to companies that have armed Israel and that have enabled that
destruction. ...

Foreign policy is not devolved to Scotland. Scotland cannot control what the UK
Government does on the world stage, but we can control where our public money goes
and which companies and industries we choose to support.

The principle of our motion is very simple: if a company has profited from the sale of arms
and weapons to countries that are complicit in war crimes and genocide, it should not
receive public money from the Scottish Government. The Scottish Government has said
that no public funding should be going to supply arms to Israel but, since 2019, at least £8
million in Scottish Enterprise grants has been awarded to 13 companies that are involved
in arms dealing and manufacturing. A number of those businesses have directly supplied
weapons and equipment to Israel during its assault on Gaza....

This morning, Oxfam and Amnesty International joined the calls for that funding to be
stopped, with Oxfam describing the Government’s position as “morally incoherent”. ...

If companies that are arming war crimes are not beyond the pale, who is? The Scottish
Government might say that its hands are tied but, following the invasion of Ukraine, it
rightly introduced measures against companies that trade with Russia. Why is Israel
different? ...

It should go without saying that companies should not be profiting from human suffering or
the war crimes that we have seen in the past 15 months. It is not honest for the Scottish
Government to dismiss that by saying that the grants do not go directly towards weapons
or munitions manufacturing. What is the moral distinction between funding the bomb and
funding the bomb factory?

The Scottish Government is still choosing to give public money to companies that profit
from the sales of arms and technologies that are currently being used by the Israel Defense
Forces to commit human rights abuses in Gaza. BAE Systems, Raytheon and Leonardo
have all received grants from Scottish Enterprise, and all three have been involved in arms
sales to not only Israel but Saudi Arabia, which has used them to inflict a humanitarian
crisis on the people of Yemen. ...

The Scottish Government has called clearly for an end to all United Kingdom arms sales
to Israel, but Scottish public money is still being granted to companies that are complicit in
the manufacturing of arms that are used by Israel. The Scottish Government must urgently
overhaul the human rights due diligence process so that every penny of public money that
is handed out by Scottish Enterprise goes towards making the world a better, fairer place
in which human lives and human rights are respected. ...

| move,

That the Parliament notes with concern that at least £8 million of Scottish Enterprise grants
have been awarded to 13 companies involved in arms dealing and manufacturing since
2019, including £700,000 to Leonardo and £500,000 to Raytheon Systems; further notes
that a number of these businesses have directly supplied weapons and equipment to Israel
during its assault on Gaza; understands that, despite this, no company has failed the
current Scottish Enterprise human rights due diligence checks; believes, therefore, that
the current due diligence process at Scottish Enterprise is failing to ensure that Scotland
upholds its international obligations, and calls on the Scottish Government to end all public
funding to companies complicit in the arms trade with Israel.

14.58 The Minister for Business (Richard Lochhead): ... The debate provides an




appropriate opportunity for the Parliament to reiterate its unwavering support for the
ceasefire in Gaza and to call for every effort to be made for it to be extended. The
Parliament should be proud of the humanitarian assistance that the Scottish Government
has provided to the people of Gaza ... and it should join us in calling once again for the
recognition of a Palestinian state and two-state solution. ...

Ross Greer (Green): ... On 3 March 2022, the Scottish Government sent a clear
instruction not just to arms companies but to all businesses in Scotland to stop trading with
Russia, and it asked them to show solidarity with Ukraine. Given that no equivalent
instruction has been sent in relation to Israel, can the minister explain why the Scottish
Government apparently thinks that Israel’s assault on Gaza is less severe or significant
than Russia’s assault on Ukraine?

Richard Lochhead: ... The Government has consistently called for an end to all arms
sales to Israel from UK companies, including Scottish ones. We do not believe that public
funding should go towards supplying arms to Israel. ...

John Mason (Independent): If Iran is still able to arm and to produce arms for export,
surely it is unfair to stop Israel defending itself. ...

Richard Lochhead: ... Although it is currently the responsibility of the UK Government to
issue licences for arms exports, we should be clear and united in our calls for the UK
Government to use its powers to stop arms exports to Israel and to protect the lives of
those who have suffered so much.

As the Scottish Government’s amendment states, the focus should be on extending the
ceasefire, securing the release of the remaining hostages and ensuring that humanitarian
aid reaches the people of Gaza. It also outlines support for a two-state solution and calls
on the UK Government to officially recognise the state of Palestine ...

The Scottish Government funding that is given to many of the companies that are being
discussed in the context of this debate is largely directed towards the diversification away
from core defence activities. We must also acknowledge that Scotland benefits from being
home to highly skilled industries that contribute to national and international security at the
same time. However, | appreciate the concerns that have been raised and the calls for
Scottish Enterprise to review its human rights due diligence checks to ensure that it takes
into account a product’s end use, so we will support the Labour Party’s amendment to
ensure that the due diligence process is always as robust as it can be. ...

I move amendment S6M-16571.3, to leave out from first “notes” to end and insert:
“reiterates its unwavering support for the ceasefire in Gaza, for the calls for all efforts to be
made to ensure an extension of the ceasefire, for humanitarian aid to reach people in
Gaza, and for the remaining hostages to be released; recognises and supports the
humanitarian assistance that the Scottish Government has provided to the people of Gaza,
calls for recognition of a Palestinian state and a two-state solution; recognises that Scottish
Enterprise does not provide funding for the manufacture of weapons or munitions; notes
that Scottish Enterprise operates a human rights due diligence process in the awarding of
any funding; recognises that responsibility for issuing licences for the export of arms is
reserved to the UK Government; calls for the suspension of arms exports to Israel, and
does not believe that any public funding should be going to supply arms to Israel.”

15:04 Craig Hoy (Conservative): ... Sometimes, motions—including the one today—
force members to pick sides ... We are on the side of the young engineering apprentices
who work in a legitimate industry that is a vital part of Scotland’s economy, and on the side
of the aerospace and defence industries, which are investing in creating the skilled
engineering jobs that are needed to develop new defence technologies. ...

We all know that international actors can be unpredictable, which is why Scotland, as part
of the UK, must remain at the cutting edge of aerospace and defence manufacturing. ... it
is entirely legitimate to use our engineering capabilities to deliver what is needed to defend
ourselves and our allies from the malignancy of nations such as Russia, or the evil of




terrorist forces such as Hamas. ...

When the Greens say that they stand with Ukraine, it means nothing unless they end their
dogmatic and depressing campaign against the legitimate defence industry that is
operating in Scotland today. ...

The Scottish defence sector does not just ensure that the world is a safer place—it also
contributes to our economic security and stability. ...

I move amendment S6M-16571.1, to leave out from “with concern” to end and insert:
‘that Scotland is home to a wide range of defence, aerospace and security companies that
collectively play a vital role in supporting the UK in its endeavours to assist in its
international duties to maintain peace, including via its membership of NATO; understands
that the defence, aerospace and security sectors support more than 30,000 jobs, including
1,600 apprentices, and contribute £3.2 billion to Scotland’s economy; welcomes Scottish
Enterprise funding that supports these vital sectors and the jobs and investment that they
provide; reiterates Israel’s right to defend itself, and acknowledges that policy decisions
regarding the arms trade are reserved to the UK Parliament.”

15.08 Daniel Johnson (Labour): ... | do not think that we can look at what has happened
in Gaza and in any way condone or support it, at this point. | say that as someone who
was clear, after the atrocities of 7 October, that Israel had the right to defend itself.
However, what has happened in Gaza is truly horrific, so | do not think that we can be seen
to be using our public money to support it. ...

However, we also need to recognise that there is a wider economic impact from such
companies, which we cannot ignore and from which we get benefits. ...

| move amendment S6M-16571.2, to insert at end:

“ acknowledges that across the UK, arms export licences have been suspended for items
with a clear risk that they may be used to commit or facilitate a serious violation of
international humanitarian law; calls on Scottish Enterprise to review its human rights due
diligence checks to ensure that they take account of where products’ end use is, and that
they fully comply with legal obligations under the Export Control Act 2002 and international
law, and recognises the contribution of the defence sector in Scotland and the role that
Scotland-based businesses have played in defending democracy and freedom.”

15:12 Alex Cole-Hamilton (Liberal Democrat): ... What the people of Gaza have
endured over the past 16 months is unimaginable. Homes have been destroyed,
communities have been shattered and loved ones have been lost.

When, last month, the ceasefire between Israel and Hamas finally emerged and was
announced, it represented a huge moment of hope after many months of darkness and
despair for the entire region. It meant that the work of flooding Gaza with the aid that it had
desperately needed and been deprived of for months could begin in earnest. ...

. it has been troubling in recent weeks to hear Donald Trump’s unhinged calls for the
Palestinian people to be relocated entirely out of Gaza and for that land to become the so-
called riviera of the middle east. ...

Instead, we need to redouble our efforts to build a lasting peace, regardless of how remote
that possibility feels right now. That begins with the recognition of a Palestinian state that
is based on 1967 boundaries and a two-state solution, which is the only way to deliver the
dignity and security that both Israelis and Palestinians deserve. ...

As early as April last year, Liberal Democrats called for the UK Government to suspend
supply of arms exports to Israel. For many years now, Liberal Democrats have called for
tougher controls on the export of armaments to ensure that they are not used for potential
human rights breaches and atrocities. ... As such, we accordingly believe that arms
exports to Israel should be halted.

In respect of Scottish Enterprise funding, we need to ensure that the current human rights
due diligence checks are as robust as possible. ...

... we must also recognise that defence is a reserved matter. It is for the UK Government
to set the rules on arms exports, and to ensure that the system is robust and that we are




meeting our international obligations. It would be inappropriate and ineffective to create a
backdoor system to arms regulation in Scotland. ...

15:17 Maggie Chapman (Green): ...The anguish of Palestine did not begin in October
2023. It was not then that people were first ripped from their land or first had their homes
bulldozed, their trees uprooted, their pathways blocked, their writers disappeared and their
children killed with swift or slow violence. By that measure of history, we, in the global
north, have failed. Yes, some of us have failed worse than others; we can weigh the
complicity of Washington, Westminster, Brussels and Berlin. However, knowing what we
know and seeing what we see—and we do see it, unless we choose to turn away—why
do the words for what is done, apartheid and genocide, stick so timidly in our throats?
When international law is broken so brutally and blatantly, and when our constituents
protest, without violence, at the pain of Palestine and for peace, food and lives, why do
our police, prosecutors and courts single them out for such exemplary punishment? ...
Thousands of voters chose independent MPs because this mattered more to them than
anything else. ...

Twenty years ago, Desmond Tutu and Jimmy Carter were both talking about Palestine and
Israel. They were not afraid to speak of what they saw, to recognise its reality and to call
it by its name. In 2006, Carter said of the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem: “There,
apartheid exists in its more despicable forms, that Palestinians are deprived of basic
human rights.”

Tutu recognised that it is not enough to have the right sentiments. We need to take the
right actions, too, and that means boycott, divestment and sanctions. In 2014, he said:
“Those who continue to do business with Israel, who contribute to a sense of ‘normalcy’ in
Israeli society, are doing the people of Israel and Palestine a disservice. They are
contributing to the perpetuation of a profoundly unjust status quo.”

Now, that status quo is even more unjust. The death of a child is a grief that we can know
about and understand; it is one that we have probably shared or seen. We have held our
arms out to the broken and wept for their loss, but tens upon tens of thousands? Can our
minds and hearts stretch that far? Is it the very scale of the agony that makes us turn
away? Perhaps it is. ...

15:21 Humza Yousaf (SNP): ... For those who still believe in a rules-based order—as |
suspect all of us in the chamber do—now is the time to ensure that we are, at a minimum,
complying with international law and supporting its equal application across the world. That
is only one reason why | support calls to halt all arms sales to Israel.

Let me remind members that Israel is a nation that is currently headed by a man who is
wanted by the International Criminal Court for war crimes including using starvation as a
method of warfare. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is also wanted for crimes against
humanity including murder, persecution and other inhumane acts. How can we possibly
claim to be a bastion of democracy and a standard bearer of international law and human
rights when we are supplying weapons to the man who the highest court in the world has
demanded face trial for war crimes? We must choose accountability, not complicity. ...
Let me end my contribution by mentioning the moral case. The Conservative amendment
mentions Israel's right to self-defence but nothing about the Palestinians’ right to self-
defence. There is no right to self-defence for those such as my wife’s 95-year-old
grandmother, who was kicked out of her house in 1948 alongside more than 700,000 other
Palestinians. Their homes were given away by the British and their land occupied by Israel.
There is no right to self-defence for those who have lived under armed occupation for
decades and who continue to see the eradication of their land and the erasure of their
culture and their identity as a people.

Is there anyone who sincerely believes that Israel’s retaliation to those horrific attacks on
7 October 2023 has been proportionate in its self-defence? Was Israel defending itself
from five-year-old Hind Rajab when it massacred her with 335 bullets? Was Israel
defending itself from two-year-old Laila al-Khatib when an Israeli sniper shot and killed her
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while she was eating dessert with her grandparents? Was Israel defending itself from four-
day-old twins Ayssel and Asser when killing them in an air strike while their father was
registering their births?

That is not self-defence—it is slaughter, and our arms companies, our Governments and
our nations must play no part in it.

156:25 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): ... | do not know whether it is necessary, but
perhaps | should, since some people write to me on these matters, declare that one of my
sons married into the Jewish community in the autumn of last year. That has absolutely
no bearing on my thinking on these issues, although that has been suggested to me by a
number of people. ... | understand the need for the state of Israel. | also believe that it
remains the case that there are more Muslims in Israel than there are Jews in the whole
of the European continent put together—| wonder why that is. It is because we
exterminated them all. ...

| remain a critical friend of the state of Israel. | have previously said in the chamber that it
is possible, at times, to not support or associate oneself with the actions of the state of
Israel while, at the same time, recognising and demanding that it should have the right to
defend itself. If we are looking for a long-term solution in some of the actions of recent
weeks, we should note that not even the Nazis paraded the coffins of children around while
cheering on the dead bodies that they were passing around the street. The de-
Hamasification of Gaza will ultimately be the only route to a more lasting peace, but that
debate is possibly beyond the one that we are having today—it is, to quote Lorna Slater,
perhaps a “morally incoherent” debate. ...

The reality, of course, is that the number of arms that this country is involved in directly
supplying to Israel is minuscule, yet Mr Greer, on a megaphone, encouraged people to
shout, “Jackson Carlaw, you can’t hide, you’re committing genocide” at me and a whole
lot of 16-year-old apprentices who were here on 21 February last year to attend a reception
celebrating their contribution as apprentices. To be jostled, spat at and personally accused
of committing genocide was absolutely reprehensible, and | do not see how any of that
assists in any way in the argument before us.

The fundamental concern, ultimately, is that people chant “From the river to the sea”, which
is the policy of Iran. The policy of Iran is to eliminate the state of Israel. If we were to deny
Israel the arms to defend itself, which others can argue about in different contexts and in
a different way, we would, frankly, risk encouraging Iran—which is, after all, currently on
the retreat with the defeat of Hezbollah in Lebanon and elsewhere—in the view that it can
move against the state of Israel and potentially proliferate an even greater conflict and an
even greater war. ...

15:30 Katy Clark (Labour): ... it is unacceptable that Government agencies should give
financial support to companies that supply arms that risk being used as part of multiple
and repeated contraventions of international law, which have been, and are, taking place
in Gaza and the West Bank.

With regard to the specific companies to which the motion refers, we know that Leonardo
manufactured 30 Aermacchi M-345 aircraft for the Israeli Air Force, and that Raytheon
supplies smart bombs for the IDF—weapons that are among the most lethal targeting
technologies to have been used on Gaza’s so-called safe zones. ...

Not a single company has failed any of the 199 human rights checks that Scottish
Enterprise has conducted since 2021, nor indeed any of the 178 checks that were
conducted between 2019 and 2020. ...

The test that the UK Government applies in relation to arms export licences is whether the
use of a component is likely to lead to the abuse of human rights or to be used in a way
that is in breach of international law. We know that the targeting of civilians and of facilities
such as hospitals, the bombardment of Gaza, the illegal settlements in the West Bank, the
use of white phosphorus and the blockade of essential supplies are among the breaches
of international law that have taken place in Gaza and the West Bank.
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According to responses to freedom of information requests from Amnesty International, in
the due diligence process that Scottish Enterprise carries out, the level of checks that it
performs on a company is measured only against “the level of financial support it receives,
rather than the company’s involvement with or links to human rights abuses.”

That due diligence process seems to go against the United Nations guiding principles on
business and human rights and neglects consideration of the end use of components ...

15.34 Ben Macpherson (SNP): ... | condemn the Israeli Government’s actions and
military operations since 7 October 2023, and indeed a lot of what it did in the region before
then.

The attacks on 7 October 2023 were, of course, brutal and horrific, but the devastating,
horrifically immoral and unethical, and totally disproportionate military response by the
Israeli Government and the IDF will scar this time in history for many decades to come. ...
| pay tribute to the Scottish head of legal for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency,
who has been documenting the situation throughout the current period. As was articulated
by my colleague Humza Yousaf, ... who has shown tremendous leadership on the issue
not just domestically but internationally, we must hope that we see a time when
international law is upheld. ...

... we have seen on the streets of Scotland the solidarity that there is with those who are
suffering. | pay tribute to all my constituents who have shown solidarity with those who
have been affected. ...

15.38 Paul Sweeney (Labour): ... |, too, pay tribute to all the people who have been
needlessly killed in the tragedy of war, which intensified in Israel and Palestine after the
horrific pogrom of 7 October 2023, and in the brutal and disproportionate campaign of
retaliation against the Palestinian people that amounts to collective punishment. ...

| agree that Scottish Enterprise should carry out appropriate due diligence checks so that
we can be sure that state aid is not used to facilitate defence sales to states that are
suspected of committing war crimes. ...

We should also consider the products that the UK Ministry of Defence and UK defence
contractors import from Israel. We should look to reduce those imports in favour of
strengthening our domestic industrial base.

The motion that is before us fails to acknowledge the importance of the aerospace,
defence, maritime and security industries in Scotland. They support highly skilled, well-
paid and unionised advanced manufacturing jobs and they have a central role in our
national defence and the collective defence of the NATO alliance. ...

in the face of increasing aggression from Russia and other expansionist regimes, which
have scant regard for national sovereignty or international rules of co-operation to preserve
peace. Now, 35 years on from the end of the cold war, is the time not to weaken our
defence industry—the logical end point of the Green motion—but to strengthen our
defence capabilities and industrial base. ...

15.42 Jamie Greene (Conservative): ... Two events in the past week say more about the
conflict in the middle east than any speech or motion today does. The first was the
sickening sight that was paraded on our television screens of the tiny black coffins of Kfir
and Ariel Bibas, who were nine months old and four years old when they were kidnapped
and murdered by Hamas. Their lifeless bodies were paraded around the streets by gun-
toting masked men. How very brave of them. How very brave of those men, brandishing
their guns and covering their faces—they were too afraid to show the world what a monster
really looks like. The deaths of Kfir and Ariel, along with that of their mother, Shiri, added
to the number of 1,200 Israelis killed on or after 7 October 2023.

They say that the smallest coffins are the heaviest—how true. The coffins are even smaller
and heavier yet in Gaza. In the past seven days alone, six babies have died from the
conditions that they found themselves in. Night-time temperatures are plummeting in
Palestine, and the tiny hearts of those babies gave up. Thatis no surprise, as they are
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living in tents and the healthcare system has collapsed. They are added to the grim total
of 50,000 killed in Gaza.

What do those people have in common? They are children, they are innocent, they did not
elect Netanyahu and they did not join Hamas, but they are all dead. ...

| am neither pro-Israel nor pro-Palestine, as many would hope me to be. | am pro-both. ...
No one chooses to be kidnapped from their homes, just as no one chooses to have their
child shot by a sniper.

The fact that successive UK Governments—Conservative and then Labour—support
Israel’'s right to defend its very existence, to the tune of less than 1 per cent of Israel’s
entire defence imports, is something that is up for valid debate, whatever our views on
that. Let us be honest—the United Kingdom shares some responsibility in this whole sorry
saga, which stretches way back to before the Balfour declaration. Whether we like it or
not, the defence industry exists, not just in Scotland or the UK but across Europe and the
world. It is a £100 billion industry in the UK.

What does the Green Party want to do about it? What is it suggesting? Is it the mass
expulsion of all those companies—Leonardo, BAE, Babcock, Raytheon and Thales? Does
the Green Party want to simply shut down the arms industry? If that is the case—if that is
its ideological view—that is fine. However, if that is the case, as has been mentioned, how
do we arm Ukraine? How do we arm our partners?

We cannot have selective morality when it comes to the arms industry and pick and choose
the political campaigns that we do or do not support. ...

Let us be honest with one another—the motion is deep rooted in the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions Movement; the masks slipped early on in some of the contributions that we
heard. The motion says, “let us not do business with Israel on arms,” but what it wants to
say is, “let us not do business with Israel at all.” Let us not pretend otherwise. [Interruption.]
| do not know why you are applauding, Ross Greer, because it is that sort of movement
that led to the situation in 1930s Germany and the Holocaust, and you should be ashamed
ofit. ...

| close by asking members to put their hand up if they are uncomfortable with what has
happened and with the actions of the IDF in the past year and a half. | will be the first to
put my hand up. However, | also ask members to be honest with the world and to put their
hand up if they question Israel’s very right to exist.

15:47 The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Gaelic (Kate
Forbes): | will begin by acknowledging the concerns that have been raised during the
debate. The issues before us—the role of public funding and the gravity of what has
happened in Gaza—are important and | take them very seriously....

The events of 7 October 2023 and the situation that has occurred in Gaza since then are
devastating. Far too many innocent men, women and children have lost their lives. Images
are imprinted on my mind of small, lifeless bodies—in many cases, the same size as or
smaller than my toddler—that have been recovered from rubble, each of them precious.
They are just as precious as the small, lifeless bodies of the Bibas family toddlers, who
were returned to their families in black coffins. ...

We have consistently called for a ceasefire, humanitarian aid to reach the people of Gaza
and recognition of a two-state solution—the route to lasting peace in the region. That is
why the amendment lodged by the Scottish Government reiterates our support for a
ceasefire and humanitarian aid, while also recognising our position that we do not believe
that public funding should be spent on the manufacture of weapons or munitions.

Despite that, | understand and recognise the questions that have been posed about the
process that Scottish Enterprise operates in relation to human rights due diligence in
awarding any funding. That is why we support the line in the motion that calls on us to
review and ensure that the most robust checks are in place with regard to products’ end
use. ...

Although the fact has been covered already that the export and sale of arms are reserved
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matters, the limitations of Scotland’s devolved powers do not prevent us from being vocal
and active in calling for an end to arms sales that contribute to the killing and suffering of
civilians. ...

15:51 Ross Greer (Green): In January 2024, six-year-old Hind Rajab and six members of
her family were fleeing Gaza city. Their car was bombed by Israeli soldiers. ...

Hind Rajab was one of tens of thousands of people who have been murdered by the
soldiers of apartheid Israel. ...

Companies that are arming a country that is clearly and proudly committing war crimes
and crimes against humanity should not receive a penny of Scottish public money. ...

It is an area in which the Scottish Government can take action. The vast majority of what
we are discussing is reserved, but how the Scottish Government and its agencies spend
their money is for them to decide on. ...

The Government must understand why, from the outside, it looks more than just a bit
hypocritical to have such similar rhetoric when it comes to the crimes that Israel and Russia
have committed but for its actions in regard to those countries to be so different. There is
an unequivocal call on businesses to cease trade with Russia, but there is not even a call
against or a ban on public procurement or grants for the companies that the United Nations
has identified as being complicit in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine. ...

There is no moral distinction between funding the manufacture of bombs and funding a
bigger bomb factory, as the Scottish Government did when it funded the expansion of
Chemring’s Scottish facility. ...

| respect Jackson Carlaw ... but what | really struggle with today is that he left me with the
impression that he thinks that the past 15 months were a price worth paying for Israel’s
existence ...

Any human rights check that Raytheon can pass is not worth the paper on which it is
written. ... How much more evidence do we need, colleagues, that those companies are
involved in breaches of international law? The state of Israel could not have made more
explicit what it is doing, and we know who equips it. It is Raytheon. It is Leonardo. It is BAE
Systems. It is all the others.

Today is our opportunity to show that solidarity means action, not just words. To stand in
solidarity with the people of Palestine and with the victims of any genocide anywhere in
the world, we must cut off the supply of public money to the arms dealers who are fuelling
these horrific crimes. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-26-02-
2025?meeting=16280&iob=139072#orscontributions M3896E381P717C2661419

Decision Time

The Presiding Officer (Alison Johnson): ... | remind members that, if the amendment in
the name of Richard Lochhead is agreed to, the amendment in the name of Craig Hoy will
fall. ...

Amendment S6M-16571.3, in the name of Richard Lochhead
For 63, Against 35, Abstentions 21

Amendment S6M-16571.2, in the name of Daniel Johnson
For 85, Against 8, Abstentions 26

Motion S6M-16571, in the name of Lorna Slater
For 83, Against 35, Abstentions 0

Motion, as amended, agreed to,

That the Parliament reiterates its unwavering support for the ceasefire in Gaza, for the calls
for all efforts to be made to ensure an extension of the ceasefire, for humanitarian aid to
reach people in Gaza, and for the remaining hostages to be released; recognises and

14


https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-26-02-2025?meeting=16280&iob=139072#orscontributions_M3896E381P717C2661419
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-26-02-2025?meeting=16280&iob=139072#orscontributions_M3896E381P717C2661419
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-26-02-2025?meeting=16280&iob=139072#orscontributions_M3896E381P717C2661419

supports the humanitarian assistance that the Scottish Government has provided to the
people of Gaza; calls for recognition of a Palestinian state and a two-state solution;
recognises that Scottish Enterprise does not provide funding for the manufacture of
weapons or munitions; notes that Scottish Enterprise operates a human rights due
diligence process in the awarding of any funding; recognises that responsibility for issuing
licences for the export of arms is reserved to the UK Government; calls for the suspension
of arms exports to Israel, and does not believe that any public funding should be going to
supply arms to Israel; acknowledges that across the UK, arms export licences have been
suspended for items with a clear risk that they may be used to commit or facilitate a serious
violation of international humanitarian law; calls on Scottish Enterprise to review its human
rights due diligence checks to ensure that they take account of where products’ end use
is, and that they fully comply with legal obligations under the Export Control Act 2002 and
international law, and recognises the contribution of the defence sector in Scotland and
the role that Scotland-based businesses have played in defending democracy and
freedom.

To read the full transcript see
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-26-02-

2025?meeting=16280&iob=13907 7#orscontributions M4934E351P846C2661531

Humza Yousaf's comments referred to above by Lorna Slater can be read at
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-24-10-
2023?meeting=15494&iob=132204#orscontributions M4941E408P744C2524164

Information about the arrest warrants referred to above by Lorna Slater can be read at
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges

The Genocide Convention, referred to above by Lorna Slater, can be read at
https://www.un.org/en/qgenocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1 Convention%20on
%20the % 20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200f%20the%20Crime%200f%20Genocide.pdf

The comments from Oxfam referred to above by Lorna Slater can be read at
https://scotland.oxfam.orq.uk/latest-news/scottish-qovernment-must-stop-bankrolling-
gaza-implicated-arms-firms/

The comments from Amnesty International referred to above by Lorna Slater can be read at
httos://www.amnesty.orq.uk/press-releases/scotland-amnesty-warns-scottish-
government-review-human-rights-checks-arms-sales

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
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Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Crime and Policing Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

House of Commons Public Bill Committee: Fourteenth Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-26/debates/45211e5c-0edc-4769-a934-
5e1276¢55916/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(FourteenthSitting)
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Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes tomorrow
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
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