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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Point of Order 

Point of Order 
Gregory Campbell (DUP): On a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. Many people will 
have become aware of the recent controversy regarding the BBC’s decision to broadcast 
on its iPlayer service the documentary “Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone”. It only withdraw 
it after public outcry. It featured the son of a Hamas deputy Minister, and there has been 
the further revelation in the past 24 hours that the cameraman on the film put up a 
celebratory tweet after the 7 October massacre. The Culture Secretary has already 
indicated publicly that she wants to speak to the director general of the BBC about this 
outrageous lack of due diligence, but has she indicated to the Speaker’s Office that she 
intends to make a statement to the House, to allow right hon. and hon. Members to seek 
further clarification and get answers for the wider public? 

Madam Deputy Speaker: I am grateful to the hon. Member for giving notice of his 
point of order. I have not received any indication that a Minister intends to make a 
statement to the House on this matter, but Department for Culture, Media and Sport 
questions will be on Thursday, and I am sure that the Table Office can advise him 
on how to pursue this matter further. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/3EE7D7C3-ADDC-4182-
A450-8601A753A82D/PointsOfOrder#contribution-DB807BA7-AAFD-4B15-811E-
CE1A427CC2F1  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Animal Products: Labelling 
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [31434] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential merits of introducing 
labelling on animal products  that  will  inform  consumers  of (a) how that animal was kept  

 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/3EE7D7C3-ADDC-4182-A450-8601A753A82D/PointsOfOrder#contribution-DB807BA7-AAFD-4B15-811E-CE1A427CC2F1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/3EE7D7C3-ADDC-4182-A450-8601A753A82D/PointsOfOrder#contribution-DB807BA7-AAFD-4B15-811E-CE1A427CC2F1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/3EE7D7C3-ADDC-4182-A450-8601A753A82D/PointsOfOrder#contribution-DB807BA7-AAFD-4B15-811E-CE1A427CC2F1
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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and (b) how that animal was killed. 
Daniel Zeichner: The Government recognises the strong public interest in clearer 
animal welfare information on the food they buy. 
A consultation on proposals to improve and extend current mandatory method of 
production labelling, was undertaken by the previous Government. We are now 
carefully considering all responses before deciding on next steps and will respond 
to this consultation in due course. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31434  
 

Information about the consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-to-make-food-labelling-
fairer-and-clearer  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Counter-terrorism 
Lord Godson (Conservative) [HL4976] To ask His Majesty's Government which 
department is currently working on blasphemy-related extremism; and following the 
completion of their counter-extremism sprint, which department will then have the lead on 
countering this threat. 

Lord Hanson of Flint: The Home Office leads all the work on countering 
extremism, and the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government lead 
all the work on strengthening community cohesion, alongside local councils. The 
two programmes on cohesion and extremism work in parallel and the two 
departments work closely together on them. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/hl4976  
 
 

Scottish Government 

A new initiative to bring Scotland together: First Minister's speech, 26 February 2025 
… Storm clouds are gathering – we can all see them. The threat from the far right is real. 
But that leaves me all the more convinced that working together is not only the right choice, 
but the only choice. 
That is why I want to share with you a new initiative to bring Scotland together in common 
cause. 
More unites us than divides us. That is often said. Now is the moment to make that real. 
By uniting behind shared values; shared standards of behaviour; and shared political 
norms. 
And unite against the rise of the far right. We must all step up. … 
So I want to set out details of an initiative that will begin by bringing representatives from 
civic society, from our churches, our trades unions, from our charities together with the 
leaders of Scotland’s parliamentary parties. 
This gathering, to be held at the end of April, one year before the next Scottish election is 
a chance to work together, for decency, democracy and respect. 
I will extend an invitation to leaders from all the parliamentary parties – and wider civic 
society – to join me in this critical endeavour. 
I want us to work together to agree a common approach to asserting the values of our 
country, to bringing people together and creating a cohesive society where everyone feels 
at home. 
These are pivotal moments for our country and for our future. … 
It is time to come together to draw a line in the sand.  To set out who we are and what we  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31434
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-to-make-food-labelling-fairer-and-clearer
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-to-make-food-labelling-fairer-and-clearer
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/hl4976
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believe in. 
Because a politics of fear is a politics of despair. It is a politics that will divide us and destroy 
so much of what we hold dear. 
I want us to be ready for whatever this age of uncertainty throws at us, for us to be united 
in the face of the undoubted challenges that lie ahead. … 
To read the full transcript 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/a-new-initiative-to-bring-scotland-together-first-
ministers-speech-26-february-2025/  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statement 

'Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone' 
Thomas Buchanan (DUP): Over the past week, the BBC has, once again, shown its true 
colours with the broadcasting of the documentary 'Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone', 
which featured prominently family members of the terrorist group Hamas. The 
documentary, which first aired on BBC 2 on Monday evening last week, centred around 
the 14-year-old narrator, who is a son of the Deputy Minister of Agriculture in the Hamas-
run Government. Another child in the documentary is the daughter of a former captain in 
the Hamas-run police force. A third child was pictured posing with Hamas fighters. I fail to 
understand how the BBC did not know whom the children in the documentary were. One 
of the first questions that a BBC producer should have asked was, "Who are the parents 
of these children?". The producer should also have asked whether there was permission 
for them to be shown in the documentary. A little research shows that a member of the 
documentary's production crew celebrated the massacre of the Israeli people on 7 October 
2023. It was only after questions were raised about the children who featured in the show 
that the BBC added a disclaimer to clarify their links to Hamas. Following fierce criticism 
over the weekend, however, the show has now been deleted from its streaming services 
altogether. 
The broadcasting of the documentary was nothing short of a propaganda stunt for Hamas, 
promoted by the BBC. Questions must now be asked about whether the BBC used licence 
fee money, paid by the public, to produce the documentary and about whether the BBC 
made payments to Hamas officials. 
The BBC's impartiality has been in question since the attacks on 7 October 2023. It has 
repeatedly refused to call Hamas terrorists despite Hamas being listed as a terrorist 
organisation by the UK Government. Last week, the world witnessed the heartbreaking 
return in coffins of the Bibas children, who were murdered by Hamas. It is without a shadow 
of doubt that Hamas are terrorists solely intent on murdering the Jewish people. I strongly 
urge the BBC to look into its organisational hierarchy, as deep antisemitic views appear to 
be rooted in it that it needs to address urgently, if it wants to be considered as impartial 
reporters ever again. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/25&docID=
428905#4814928  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the House of Commons Point of Order, and Northern Ireland Assembly 
Members Statement “'Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone'” that are included in the 
Home Affairs section above, and 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/a-new-initiative-to-bring-scotland-together-first-ministers-speech-26-february-2025/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/a-new-initiative-to-bring-scotland-together-first-ministers-speech-26-february-2025/
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/25&docID=428905#4814928
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/25&docID=428905#4814928
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Commons written answer 30528 “Genocide: Export Licences” that is included in the 
Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Palestinians in Gaza: US Policy 
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [902800] What assessment he has made of the potential 
implications for his policies of President Trump’s proposal to move Palestinians from Gaza 
to neighbouring Arab states.  

The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Affairs (David Lammy): We do not support forced displacement of Palestinians or 
any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. Palestinians must be able to live and 
prosper in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. That is why it is essential that we 
work together to ensure that all aspects of the ceasefire are implemented and that 
it becomes permanent. 

Neil Duncan-Jordan: It is very sad that the past month has marked a new and horrifying 
phase in the long history of attempts to ethnically cleanse the Palestinian people from their 
homeland. President Trump’s recent comments calling for Palestinians to be expelled from 
their homes in Gaza, in order for the US to take over the land, along with his failure to rule 
out Israeli annexation of the west bank, constitute the most explicit denial of the Palestinian 
people’s right to self-determination by any US Administration to date. Will the Foreign 
Secretary therefore condemn President Trump’s remarks and set out what action the UK 
Government are taking to prevent further forced displacement of the Palestinian people? 

David Lammy: This House has watched with horror the loss of life in the Gaza strip 
particularly and the plight of the hostages held in bunkers under Gaza. The US 
played a pivotal role, and all credit should go to President Trump for brokering that 
negotiated ceasefire agreement. I am thankful for the role that the Israeli 
Government, Qatar and Egypt played in getting to that ceasefire. It is our belief, 
and this is a cross-party belief, that there should be a negotiated two-state solution: 
a sovereign Palestinian state, which includes, of course, the west bank and Gaza, 
alongside a safe and secure Israel. 

Richard Holden (Conservative): I have just been out in the middle east with the 
Conservative Friends of Israel—I put that on the record before I ask my question.  
Given Emily Damari’s personal testimony to the Prime Minister that she was held at United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency facilities in Gaza during the conflict, and that her captors 
refused her access to medical treatment, does the Foreign Secretary stand by the 
Government’s decision to restart sending UK taxpayers’ money to UNRWA when Hamas 
terrorists were holding British hostages at its facilities, and when it has been crystal clear 
for months that UNRWA had many members of Hamas in its ranks, including people 
involved in the 7 October terrorist attacks, who have held hostages ever since? 

David Lammy: I think we were all pleased to see Emily Damari emerge; of course, 
we have been in touch with the Damari family. As the right hon. Gentleman would 
expect, we have also been in touch with UNRWA —the Minister for Development 
raised this issue with Mr Lazzarini directly—which has instigated an investigation. 

Andy Slaughter: The Israeli forces are now using the same tactics in the west bank as 
they used in Gaza: the forced displacement of communities and the use of heavy weapons 
against civilians. What is the Government’s response, both to Israel and to the UN? Is it 
not time that we responded to the advisory opinion? 

David Lammy: My hon. Friend raises a serious issue. As I have said repeatedly 
from the Dispatch Box, I condemn the expansion and the violence that we have 
seen over the last period, and I reject the calls for the annexation of the west bank. 
I met Tom Fletcher of the UN recently to discuss these very same issues, and 
renewed our  commitment  to  the  United  Nations  Office  for  the  Coordination of  
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Humanitarian Affairs—that humanitarian work is important. Of course, at this time I 
have been in touch with the Israelis and with Prime Minister Mustafa as we discuss 
these issues together. 

Shockat Adam (Independent): Back on 17 October 2023, when the first hospital in 
Palestine was bombed, the al-Ahli Arab hospital, much conversation was had about who 
could have committed such a heinous crime. Since then, the Israeli army has destroyed 
all medical facilities in Gaza, and now we have a President of the United States using 
gangster-style intimidation to forcibly remove Palestinian people from their land. Will the 
Foreign Secretary—who has repeatedly refused to call out the Israeli Government for the 
war crimes they are committing, refused to ban all arms sales, refused to acknowledge 
that a genocide is happening and refused even to consider economic sanctions, because 
£6.1 billion is too high a price to pay—accept the reality of the situation and accept that 
Trump and Netanyahu’s plan proposes ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people in 
Gaza? … 

David Lammy: We are in the first phase of a ceasefire that we want to hold and go 
to phase 2. That is the issue I was discussing with Arab leaders last week at the 
Munich security conference. The Quint group are working with President Trump to 
get to that third phase and the governance issues that will be so important, with the 
Palestinian Authority involved in Gaza. 

Priti Patel (Conservative): My thoughts continue to be with the hostages held in Gaza 
and the appalling suffering they and their families are facing. The world has seen the 
brutality inflicted by the Iranian-sponsored terrorists, Hamas, who are a major obstacle to 
bringing about a sustainable and just peace in the middle east. The Foreign Secretary has 
previously agreed that there cannot be any future whatsoever for Hamas controlling Gaza. 
Can he provide an update on the actions he has undertaken to put an end to Hamas control 
and ensure we get to the third phase of the ceasefire? Will he discuss this issue when he 
goes to America with the Prime Minister to meet the President of the United States? 

David Lammy: I can confirm that I discussed this issue with Ron Dermer from the 
Israeli Government last week. I discussed this issue with Arab leaders—the so-
called Quint—the week before. In the end, we cannot have a Gaza run by Hamas. 
All roads lead back to Hamas. I think the world has looked with horror at the scenes 
of armed men wearing bandanas, seeming to glorify murder and hostages who 
have been held. Of course, we will act with international colleagues to make sure 
that Hamas have no role to play in the future of Gaza. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/615012D1-92C9-4589-
93C5-C361B233217C/PalestiniansInGazaUSPolicy  
 

Illegal Israeli Settler Violence 
Wera Hobhouse (Liberal Democrat) [902805] What assessment he has made of the 
potential merits of sanctioning violent illegal Israeli settlers.  
Anna Sabine (Liberal Democrat) [902824] What assessment he has made of the 
potential merits of sanctioning violent illegal Israeli settlers.  

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs (Hamish Falconer): Settler violence is unacceptable. On 15 
October the UK sanctioned three outposts and four entities linked to violence in the 
west bank under the global human rights regime. Those measures will help bring 
accountability to those who have supported and perpetrated such heinous abuses 
of human rights. The Government do not comment on future sanctions measures, 
as to do so would reduce their impact. 

Wera Hobhouse: Comments made yesterday by the UN Secretary-General about 
increasing violence in the west bank by Israeli settlers have shocked my Bath constituents 
and people across the country, and Members across the House are frustrated by the lack 
of action.  Will the Government sanction those who advocate for that violence,  especially  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/615012D1-92C9-4589-93C5-C361B233217C/PalestiniansInGazaUSPolicy
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/615012D1-92C9-4589-93C5-C361B233217C/PalestiniansInGazaUSPolicy
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Minister Smotrich and former Minister Ben-Gvir? 
Hamish Falconer: We have condemned the unacceptable language that has been 
used by Israeli Minister Bezalel Smotrich and former Minister Mr Ben-Gvir. The 
Foreign Secretary, and all Ministers, have been clear with their Israeli counterparts 
that the Israeli Government must clamp down on settler violence, as the Foreign 
Secretary said earlier, and end the settlement expansion. As I said in my original 
answer, we will not comment on future sanctions, as to do so could reduce their 
impact. 

Anna Sabine: Many people in my constituency are passionate about resolving the 
situation between Israel and Palestine, and there are concerns that violence in the west 
bank has increased and illegal settlements have continued to expand. Does the Minister 
agree that if he also wants to see a reduction in settler violence, we should be considering 
sanctioning those settlements? 

Hamish Falconer: I am seriously concerned by the expansion of Israel’s operations 
in the west bank, and 40,000 Palestinians have reportedly been displaced. 
Palestinians must be allowed home, civilians must be protected, and the destruction 
of civilian infrastructure minimised. Stability is essential at this crucial time. We 
recognise Israel’s security concerns, but it must show restraint and ensure that its 
operations are commensurate with the threat posed. I refer to my previous answer 
on sanctions. 

Richard Burgon (Labour): Israel has sent tanks to the west bank for the first time in 20 
years, and some 40,000 Palestinians are being displaced from refugee camps there. The 
very least that should be done to stop these contraventions of international law is to impose 
a ban on Israeli goods coming from illegal Israeli settlements, so I ask the Minister: is it 
now the time to do that? 

Hamish Falconer: We call for trade to be done in the proper way. There are clear 
provisions around where Israeli goods are produced. We do not recognise illegal 
settlements. Produce must be properly labelled and there is clear advice to 
business on that basis. 

Melanie Ward (Labour): The Government and their partners are doing important work to 
support the continuation of the fragile ceasefire in Gaza, but in the west bank, as well as 
increased settler attacks we have seen Israeli forces attack a Palestinian bookshop in east 
Jerusalem, UNRWA schools closed, tanks moving into refugee camps and the forced 
displacement of some 40,000 Palestinians. What action are the Government taking to 
prevent the Gaza-isation of the west bank? 

Hamish Falconer: As I said in my previous answer, we are following events in the 
west bank closely. Stability in the west bank is crucial to ensuring that the fragile 
ceasefire in Gaza can last. All sides should work to ensure a lowering of tension in 
the west bank at this time. It is in no one’s interest for further conflict and instability 
to spread in the west bank. … 

Edward Leigh (Conservative): A week ago, I was in a Palestinian village with colleagues, 
including the hon. Member for Rochdale (Paul Waugh). We went to a school that had been 
demolished by illegal settlers. Immediately, two punks turned up with sub-machine guns, 
intimidating us—that is happening all over the place. We went to Hebron. It is completely 
closed down. This is appalling. The whole House should unite against the extremist Jewish 
settlers and the illegal settlements, because it is not in the interest of moderate Israeli 
opinion. It is directly contrary to peace and we must fight this. [Hon. Members: “Hear, 
hear.”] 

Hamish Falconer: The Father of the House, my constituency neighbour, can hear 
the strong support for his remarks from Members on the Government Benches. 

Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): As the Father of the House just referenced, I was in Israel, 
on the west bank, last week, and two things became instantly clear. There was widespread 
revulsion at the sickening desecration of the bodies of the Israeli hostages by Hamas, and  
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there was widespread fear among Palestinians, particularly those in rural areas whom we 
met, who had first-hand experience of their children having stones thrown at them by 
settlers, their neighbours having their cars torched and their own windscreens being 
smashed every night. Will the Minister reassure us that those extremist settlers will be 
dealt with really thoroughly in our foreign policy? 

Hamish Falconer: … I restate our opposition to a further expansion of extremist 
settler violence and illegal settlement. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/D4C2E9B5-7700-480F-
ACDB-63203A670732/IllegalIsraeliSettlerViolence  

 

Information about the sanctions referred to above by Hamish Falconer can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-
organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank  

 

The UN Secretary General’s comments referred to above by Wera Hobhouse can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-02-24/secretary-generals-remarks-the-
human-rights-council-delivered  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Situation 
Andrew Pakes (Labour) [902813] What steps he is taking to help tackle the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza.  

The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): On 28 January we 
announced a further £17 million for healthcare, food and shelter, and to support 
vital infrastructure across the Occupied Palestinian Territories. This was an 
investment in the ceasefire, which must hold. 

Andrew Pakes: It is utterly heartbreaking to see the desecration of hostages’ bodies, and 
to see men, women and children returning to Gaza to try to rebuild their lives among the 
rubble. I welcome the Government’s efforts on humanitarian aid during this fragile 
ceasefire, which is becoming more fragile as tanks roll into the west bank. What more can 
we do to ensure that the ceasefire is implemented in full, and to protect human rights and 
communities in the west bank? 
Anneliese Dodds: … We are committed to working with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, 
the United States and regional partners to build confidence in the ceasefire and support 
conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace, including Palestinian reconstruction. 
To support immediate needs, £2 million of the recently announced funding has been 
committed to critical water and energy infrastructure projects. 
John Lamont (Conservative): … Some support the Israeli Government’s current 
approach, while others do not, but what unites them is their criticism of the UK 
Government’s continued support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. Will the 
Government please reconsider that support? 

Anneliese Dodds: I too have had such discussions, both in Tel Aviv and 
elsewhere. I recognise that there was particular concern about the events that led 
to the production of the Colonna report. As was mentioned earlier, there were 
disturbing allegations about the involvement of UNRWA staff, and there is also 
concern about reports that Emily Damari may have been placed within an UNRWA 
camp. We have taken this up with UNRWA, and have supported its reform agenda. 
It has delivered change, and it is the only organisation that can deliver the 
humanitarian support that is so desperately needed by millions of Palestinians. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/55ADE469-18A4-402F-
AF7C-BA398A5A1A5C/GazaHumanitarianSituation  

 

The announcement referred to above by Anneliese Dodds can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-
allows-operations-to-scale-up  
 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/D4C2E9B5-7700-480F-ACDB-63203A670732/IllegalIsraeliSettlerViolence
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/D4C2E9B5-7700-480F-ACDB-63203A670732/IllegalIsraeliSettlerViolence
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-02-24/secretary-generals-remarks-the-human-rights-council-delivered
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-02-24/secretary-generals-remarks-the-human-rights-council-delivered
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/55ADE469-18A4-402F-AF7C-BA398A5A1A5C/GazaHumanitarianSituation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/55ADE469-18A4-402F-AF7C-BA398A5A1A5C/GazaHumanitarianSituation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-allows-operations-to-scale-up
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-allows-operations-to-scale-up
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Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
Joe Morris (Labour) [902827] The Gaza ceasefire deal remains fragile and, as we enter 
the final week of its first phase, it is crucial that both the Israeli and Palestinian 
Governments continue to uphold the agreement and reunite families with dignity. Will the 
Minister assure me that this Government will continue to support the ceasefire deal into its 
remaining stages and work with international partners such as Jordan and Egypt to secure 
a lasting peace?  

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs (Hamish Falconer): I can confirm that we will continue to 
support the ceasefire deal through all three of its phases, which we hope to see 
concluded in full. I am working with international partners, as are other Ministers; I 
saw the Jordanian and Egyptian ambassadors on this question just last week. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-
B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-5BAFA69C-6741-489A-848E-
9F59A7A459FE  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
Debbie Abrahams (Labour) [902829] The International Court of Justice delivered its 
advisory opinion last July, in which it made crystal clear that the illegal settlements at that 
time were just that—unlawful. Yet we have seen threats to displace Gazans and tanks on 
the west bank. When will the Government deliver their response to the advisory opinion? 
Will it be before the conference in Switzerland in a few weeks?  

Hamish Falconer: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for her question and for her long 
commitment to these issues. As I made clear in the Westminster Hall debate on 12 
February, the UK respects the independence of the ICJ, and we are considering 
the court’s advisory opinion with the rigour and seriousness it deserves. We remain 
clear that Israel should bring an end to its presence in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories as rapidly as possible, while making every effort to create the conditions 
for negotiations towards a two-state solution. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-
B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C80AF1D0-B604-43E4-AD9C-
08FB10A2095C  

 

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf  
 

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
Sonia Kumar (Labour): Gaza’s healthcare system has been devastated, and many 
civilians are in desperate need of treatment and specialist care, which is not available in 
Gaza itself. Will the Minister ensure that the Government continue to raise with Israel the 
importance of allowing safe passage out of Gaza for those children in need of urgent 
medical treatment? Will they consider additional evacuation routes for critically unwell 
children? 

The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): I am grateful to my hon. 
Friend for that important question. We have been working closely with Egypt, which 
has sought to support many of those requiring medical assistance. Across 
Government we continue to look carefully at this issue, but Gazans need healthcare 
support in Gaza, and the UK Government have been supporting that. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-
B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-7C4DE4EA-935E-474C-B2E9-
7F5E8F73BFD6 
 
 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-5BAFA69C-6741-489A-848E-9F59A7A459FE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-5BAFA69C-6741-489A-848E-9F59A7A459FE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-5BAFA69C-6741-489A-848E-9F59A7A459FE
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C80AF1D0-B604-43E4-AD9C-08FB10A2095C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C80AF1D0-B604-43E4-AD9C-08FB10A2095C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C80AF1D0-B604-43E4-AD9C-08FB10A2095C
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-7C4DE4EA-935E-474C-B2E9-7F5E8F73BFD6
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-7C4DE4EA-935E-474C-B2E9-7F5E8F73BFD6
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/A8443A67-CF69-4E65-B769-E39337722AC7/TopicalQuestions#contribution-7C4DE4EA-935E-474C-B2E9-7F5E8F73BFD6
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House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Human Rights 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30527] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made an assessment of the 
potential merits of making Israel a Human Rights Priority country. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK is committed to promoting and protecting human rights 
and rule of law around the world. On 10 December 2024, the Foreign Secretary 
and Lord Collins, Minister for Human Rights, set out their five priorities on human 
rights and democratic governance. Central to the strategic approach is the principle 
that human rights matter everywhere. 
The UK is committed to improving the human rights situation in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. We regularly call on Israel to abide by its 
obligations under international law. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30527  
 

Lord Collins’ speech referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/human-rights-day-2024-lord-collins-speech  
 

Israel: Overseas Trade 
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [30562] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will take steps with Cabinet colleagues to 
ensure that UK (a) defence equipment supplied to and (b) trade with Israel is not used to 
support the continued presence of Israel in the Palestinian Occupied Territories. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK's robust export licensing criteria states that the 
Government will not issue export licences if there is a clear risk that the items might 
be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL). In September 2024, following an IHL review, we have suspended certain 
export licences to Israel where we have assessed there is a clear risk that they 
might be used to commit or facilitate serious violations of IHL. We do not encourage 
or offer support to economic and financial activity in the settlements, and our 
commitment to a two-state solution is unwavering, as is our commitment to 
international law. We advise British businesses to consider the UK government's 
stance towards settlements when considering their investments and activities in the 
region. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30562  
 

The Criteria referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449    
 

The outcome of the IHL review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-
law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-
decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Steve Witherden (Labour) [30305] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has had recent discussions with his 
Israeli counterpart on its international obligations on the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK remains opposed to anti-United Nations Relief and 
Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) Knesset 
legislation which came into force on 30 January, and unequivocally rejects attempts 
to undermine or degrade UNRWA. UNRWA plays a vital role in delivering 
humanitarian assistance in Gaza and  enabling  the  broader  international response  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30527
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/human-rights-day-2024-lord-collins-speech
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30562
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
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through its logistics and distribution network. We reiterated this position in our E3 
joint Foreign Ministers' statement of 31 January, alongside France and Germany. 
The Foreign Secretary's Representative for Humanitarian Affairs in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories also raised this with the Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs 
on 23 January. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30305  
 

The E3 statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near  
 

Gaza: Children 
Sonia Kumar (Labour) [902819] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential 
merits of supporting the establishment of a medical evacuation scheme for children in 
Gaza requiring urgent treatment. 

Hamish Falconer: We have announced £1 million for the Egyptian Ministry of 
Health, delivered through World Health Organisation (WHO) Egypt, to support 
medically evacuated Palestinians from Gaza. Israel must ensure sustained 
passage through the now open Rafah crossing, for those needing treatment 
unavailable in Gaza, during the first phase of the ceasefire. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/902819  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-
visit-to-egypt  
 

Gaza: Children 
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat) [31629] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, If he will make an assessment of the potential 
merits of establishing a medical evacuation scheme for children in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: We continue to support the provision of healthcare in Gaza and 
the region, and officials from all relevant Government departments are exploring 
avenues to ensure our support best meets the needs of the critically ill in Gaza. The 
Government is keeping our humanitarian programme and existing policies on 
medical evacuations and visa pathways under review in response to events in 
Gaza. 
The ceasefire provides a vital opportunity to increase the number of medical 
evacuations from Gaza. It is very positive that the Rafah crossing has reopened to 
support this. It is vital that Israel ensures that there is a sustained passage for 
patients who need treatment not available in Gaza, and the UK frequently engages 
with Israel to ensure critically ill patients receive the medical treatment they need. 
We have announced £1 million for the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population, 
delivered through World Health Organisation (WHO) Egypt, to support medically 
evacuated Palestinians from Gaza. The UK is also supporting the provision of 
essential healthcare to civilians in Gaza, including support to UK-MED who have 
now provided vital care to over 330,000 Gazans since the start of the conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31629  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-
visit-to-egypt 
 

Gaza: Health Services 
Alison Taylor (Labour) [31142] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30305
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/902819
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-13/31629
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
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and Development Affairs, what diplomatic steps he is taking to help ensure the protection 
of (a) medical equipment in hospitals in Gaza and (b) medical facilities in conflict zones. 

Hamish Falconer: We remain gravely concerned by the lack of adequate medical 
care in Gaza. Nearly all of Gaza's hospitals are damaged or partly destroyed, 
according to the World Health Organization. I have raised our concern about the 
ability of civilians safely to access medical treatment with the Government of Israel, 
and we highlighted our concerns at the recent UN Security Council meeting on 
healthcare in Gaza. International Humanitarian Law (IHL) gives special protection 
to medical missions, health facilities, their staff and equipment and to humanitarian 
personnel exclusively engaged in medical duties. We will continue to use our 
permanent seat on the UN Security Council to promote compliance with IHL, seek 
accountability for violations, and implement existing UN Security Council 
Resolutions (UNSCR) - including UNSCR 2286 on Healthcare in Armed Conflict, 
which the UK co-sponsored. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31142  
 

UNSCR 2286, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2286(2016)  
 

Gaza: Medical Treatments 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30531] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, how many medical evacuations from Gaza to 
the UK have been (a) requested by the UK and (b) successfully conducted since 7 October 
2023. 

Hamish Falconer: Officials from all relevant Whitehall departments are exploring 
avenues to ensure our support best meets the needs of the critically ill in Gaza, and 
we continue to support the provision of healthcare in Gaza and the region. The 
Government is keeping our humanitarian programme and existing policies on 
medical evacuations and visa pathways under review in response to events in 
Gaza. 
The ceasefire provides a vital opportunity to increase the number of medical 
evacuations from Gaza. It is very positive that the Rafah crossing has reopened to 
support this. It is vital that Israel ensures that there is a sustained passage for 
patients who need treatment not available in Gaza, and the UK frequently engages 
with Israel to ensure critically ill patients receive the medical treatment they need. 
We have announced £1 million for the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population, 
delivered through World Health Organisation (WHO) Egypt, to support medically 
evacuated Palestinians from Gaza. The UK is also supporting the provision of 
essential healthcare to civilians in Gaza, including support to UK-MED who have 
now provided vital care to over 330,000 Gazans since the start of the conflict. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30531  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-
visit-to-egypt 
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Gaza: Homicide 

Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30525] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made representations to his 
Israeli counterpart on the killing of (a) Saher al-Qaran and (b) other Palestinians in Gaza 
since the ceasefire came into effect. 

West Bank: Homicide 
Ayoub  Khan  (Independent)  [30526]   To   ask   the   Secretary   of   State   for   Foreign,  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-12/31142
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2286(2016)
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30531
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made representations to his 
Israeli counterpart on (a) the killing of Sondos Jamal Muhammed Shalabi and (b) other 
actions in Nur Shams refugee camp. 

Hamish Falconer: We cannot comment on individual cases, but we remain 
concerned by the situation in the West Bank and reiterate that Israel must ensure 
that civilians are protected. The Foreign Secretary has raised the situation in the 
West Bank and issues of international law compliance directly at the highest levels 
of the Israeli Government. This government is clear that international law must be 
upheld, and civilians protected. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30525  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30526 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Gaza: Reconstruction 

Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP) [HL4911] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Collins of Highbury on 5 Feburary (HL4343), whether in 
assisting the political reconstruction of Gaza they will seek to ensure the protection of all 
religious communities, equal rights and the safeguarding of freedom of religion and belief 
for all groups. 
Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP) [HL4912] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Collins of Highbury on 5 February (HL 4343), what steps they 
are taking to support interfaith dialogue and religious tolerance in Gaza's future 
governance structure. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The UK is pressing for a Palestinian-led process for 
recovery and reconstruction in Gaza and a strong role for civil society. This is crucial 
to lay the groundwork for inclusive governance, accountability, and transparency 
so that the needs, desires, rights and freedoms and voices of all Gazans are 
protected. The UK remains strongly committed to freedom of religious belief for all 
abroad. No one should live in fear because of what they do or do not believe in. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/hl4911  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/hl4912  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/hl4343  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statement 

Terrorism in Israel and Northern Ireland 
Diane Dodds (DUP): On 7 October 2023, Hamas terrorists killed 1,200 Israeli citizens and 
took over 250 hostage. It was the biggest loss of Jewish life since the Holocaust. The 
hostages included children, their parents and many elderly men and women. Tomorrow, 
the Bibas family will bury Shiri, a young mother who was taken hostage with her two 
babies, Ariel and Kfir. Their father, who has only recently been released from Gaza, will 
not only bury his family but will do so in the knowledge that Shiri's parents were also 
murdered on that day. Today, I want to make sure that the record of the Assembly records 
their suffering and grief. We cannot begin to imagine their suffering in Gaza. I also 
acknowledge the charade around their handover. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30525
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30526
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/hl4911
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/hl4912
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/hl4343
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After the Holocaust, the world promised that we would never again allow such slaughter, 
yet the rights industry and so-called  progressive  groups  and  politicians  across the world 
have been notable by their silence on this issue. Where are the women's groups who took 
up the issue of that young mother and her babies? Shamefully, many in the House cannot 
bring themselves to acknowledge their pain and suffering. The supposed First Minister for 
all, in her explanation for boycotting St Patrick's Day in Washington DC, tried to tell us that 
she was on the side of humanity, yet not one word about the Bibas family, not one word 
about their suffering, kidnapping and death. In the same week, Sinn Féin eulogised the 
IRA man responsible for the Bayardo bombing on the Shankill Road, the murder of five 
innocent Protestants and the maiming of 60 people. 
It is clear that Sinn Féin's support for terrorism runs very deep. It does not care about the 
innocents of the 7 October attack in Israel, the killing and maiming of people on the Shankill 
Road or attacks in hospitals in Northern Ireland. As we have seen with the Omagh inquiry, 
the pain and suffering from terrorism run deep in Northern Ireland. It is impossible to heal 
as a community while Sinn Féin continues its glorification of terrorism. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/25&docID=
428905#4814944  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answers 

Arms Sales: Israel 
Cara Hunter (SDLP) [AQW 22921/22-27] To ask the Minister for the Economy, further to 
reports that Invest NI has funded companies involved in manufacturing parts used by the 
Israeli Defence Forces, to detail any measures her Department is taking to ascertain 
whether public money is being used for this purpose. 

The Minister for the Economy: I have been assured by Invest NI that it does not 
provide support towards the manufacture of parts used by the Israeli Defence 
Forces. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=428941  
 

Public Funds: Israel 
Justin McNulty (SDLP) [AQW 12071/22-27] To ask the First Minister and deputy First 
Minister whether they will undertake a review of contracts awarded by their Department to 
identify whether public funds are being used, directly or indirectly, to fund the State of Israel 
during its military operation in Gaza. 

The First Minister and Deputy First Minister: There are no plans at present to 
undertake a review. 
There is no joint agreement on this issue. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=401883  
 

Divestment and Sanctions: Israel 
Justin McNulty (SDLP) [AQW 12070/22-27] To ask the First Minister and deputy First 
Minister to detail any engagement they have had with (i) the UK government; (ii) the 
European Union; and (iii) the US government in relation to (a) divestment and sanctions 
against the State of Israel relating to its military operation in Gaza; and (b) funding 
protection and enhancement for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. 

The First Minister and Deputy First Minister: Decisions on the matters raised in 
the question relate to foreign policy and are therefore excepted. There has been no 
engagement with the UK Government, the European Union, or the US Government 
on them. 
There is no joint agreement on this issue. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=401882  
 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/25&docID=428905#4814944
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/25&docID=428905#4814944
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=428941
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=401883
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=401882
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Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Justin McNulty (SDLP) [AQW 12069/22-27] To ask the First Minister and deputy First 
Minister to detail any engagement they have had with the UK government in relation to (i) 
divestment in corporations providing financial and material assistance relating to the 
military operation in Gaza; (ii) funding for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency; 
and (iii) the implementation of a UK government scheme for the reception and 
accommodation of Palestinian refugees, similar to the scheme introduced for Ukrainian 
refugees. 

The First Minister and Deputy First Minister: Decisions on the matters raised in 
the question are excepted. There has been no engagement with the UK 
Government on them. 
There is no joint position on this matter. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=401881  
 

Palestine: Recognition 
Justin McNulty (SDLP) [AQW 12410/22-27] To ask the First Minister and deputy First 
Minister whether they will write to (i) An Taoiseach following Ireland's decision to recognise 
the State of Palestine; and (ii) the Prime Minister in relation to the recognition of a 
Palestinian state. 

The First Minister and Deputy First Minister: Foreign Relations including the 
formal recognition of states is an excepted matter for the UK Government. There 
are no plans at present to write to either An Taoiseach or the Prime Minister in 
relation to this matter. 
There is no joint agreement on this issue. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=402773  
 
 

European Court of Human Rights 

Rejection of a request for interim measures to order Germany and the UK to stop 
alleged supply of arms and ammunition to Israel 
… The applicant is a Palestinian doctor who allegedly resides in Gaza. He alleges that 
members of his family, including his sons, daughter, sister, their spouses, and children, 
were killed in attacks on Gaza. Additionally, two of his grandchildren were severely injured. 
The applicant argued that despite the International Court of Justice's order of 26 January 
2024, Israel continued genocidal attacks in Gaza. He alleged that Germany and the United 
Kingdom supplied arms and ammunition to Israel, contributing to mass killings.  
Mr Alhaj sought interim measures under Rule 39 of the Rules of Court, requesting the 
Court to enquire whether Germany and the United Kingdom have supplied arms and 
ammunition to Israel and to order that this supply of arms and ammunition be stopped, 
arguing that such support violated Article 3 of the Convention. 
The Court considered that the applicant’s request fell outside the scope of Rule 39 of the 
Rules of Court, and decided not to indicate to the Governments of Germany and the United 
Kingdom the interim measures sought.  
The decision was taken unanimously by a Chamber of seven judges. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-8166524-
11452383&filename=Rejection%20of%20a%20request%20for%20interim%20measures
%20to%20order%20Germany%20and%20the%20UK%20to%20stop%20alleged%20sup
ply%20of%20arms%20and%20ammunition%20to%20Israel.pdf  

 

The International Court of Justice Order referred to above can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240126-ord-01-00-en.pdf  
 
 
 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=401881
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=402773
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-8166524-11452383&filename=Rejection%20of%20a%20request%20for%20interim%20measures%20to%20order%20Germany%20and%20the%20UK%20to%20stop%20alleged%20supply%20of%20arms%20and%20ammunition%20to%20Israel.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-8166524-11452383&filename=Rejection%20of%20a%20request%20for%20interim%20measures%20to%20order%20Germany%20and%20the%20UK%20to%20stop%20alleged%20supply%20of%20arms%20and%20ammunition%20to%20Israel.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-8166524-11452383&filename=Rejection%20of%20a%20request%20for%20interim%20measures%20to%20order%20Germany%20and%20the%20UK%20to%20stop%20alleged%20supply%20of%20arms%20and%20ammunition%20to%20Israel.pdf
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/pdf/?library=ECHR&id=003-8166524-11452383&filename=Rejection%20of%20a%20request%20for%20interim%20measures%20to%20order%20Germany%20and%20the%20UK%20to%20stop%20alleged%20supply%20of%20arms%20and%20ammunition%20to%20Israel.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240126-ord-01-00-en.pdf
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Information about Rule 39 of the Rules of Court, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/fs_interim_measures_eng  
 

The European Convention on Human Rights, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/convention_ENG  
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General's Remarks to the Human Rights Council [as delivered] 
… In the Occupied Palestinian Territory, violations of human rights have skyrocketed since 
the horrific Hamas attacks of October 7 and the intolerable levels of death and destruction 
in Gaza. 
And I am gravely concerned by the rising violence in the occupied West Bank by Israeli 
settlers and other violations, as well as calls for annexation. We are witnessing a 
precarious ceasefire. We must avoid at all costs a resumption of hostilities. The people in 
Gaza have already suffered too much. 
It’s time for a permanent ceasefire, the dignified release of all remaining hostages, 
irreversible progress towards a two-State solution, an end to the occupation, and the 
establishment of an independent Palestinian State, with Gaza as an integral part. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-02-24/secretary-generals-remarks-
the-human-rights-council-delivered  
 

--------------------- 
 

‘Last Chance’ to Achieve Two-State Solution, UN Mediator Tells Security Council, 
as Speakers Highlight Need to Sustain Gaza Ceasefire 
This may be “the last chance” to achieve a two-State solution — the creation of 
independent Israel and Palestine coexisting peacefully side by side — a United Nations 
mediator told the Security Council today, as it considered the fragile ceasefire in the Gaza 
Strip, the first phase of which is set to expire on 1 March. 
While welcoming the implementation of this initial phase, including the release of 
34 hostages, Sigrid Kaag, UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
ad interim, added: “None of us will forget the harrowing pictures of the coffins of the Bibas 
children taken hostage with their mother and killed while in captivity.” Condemning Hamas’ 
public parading of hostages, she also noted the release of 1,135 Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees, and reports of the ill treatment and humiliation they experienced. 
In Gaza, far more remains to be done to address over 15 months of deprivation of basic 
human necessities and “above all, a loss of human dignity”, she said, while noting some 
improvements in humanitarian aid access.  “Palestinians must be able to resume their 
lives, to rebuild and to construct their future in Gaza,” she stressed, adding that there can 
be no question of forced displacement.  Gaza must remain an integral part of a future 
Palestinian State, and the Strip must be unified with the West Bank including East 
Jerusalem, “politically, economically and administratively” … 
Also briefing the Council today was Daniel Levy, President of the US/Middle East 
Project, who stressed that Israelis and Palestinians both deserve security, while 
acknowledging the “power asymmetry” between a colonizing State and a colonized 
people.  Recalling the Israeli ambassador’s “gimmick” of shredding the UN Charter at the 
General Assembly podium, he said: “When a State like Israel conducts itself in ways that 
render the Charter meaningless and which assault international conventions, including on 
genocide then that is a challenge that cannot be allowed to pass.” … 
“I was kidnapped by Hamas terrorists on 7 October 2023 from the Nova music festival with 
my partner,” recalled Noa Argamani, who also addressed the Council today.  She added  

 

https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/fs_interim_measures_eng
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/convention_ENG
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-02-24/secretary-generals-remarks-the-human-rights-council-delivered
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2025-02-24/secretary-generals-remarks-the-human-rights-council-delivered
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that she was taken by force into Gaza and “held in total fear, living in a nightmare”.  Noting 
that she was rescued by Israeli soldiers after eight months in captivity, she said: “Being 
here today is a miracle, but I’m here today to tell you we have no time.” There are still 
63 hostages in captivity — 24 believed to still be alive … 
Recalling that her captors murdered her friend, she underscored: “Every second in 
captivity is dangerous.”  The Council must “not let the darkness take over” … 
“This is the story of every hostage and every family shattered by Hamas’ terror,” said 
Israel’s delegate, urging the Council to adopt a resolution condemning the group — a 
move he argued the 15-member organ could have taken 16 months ago. … 
“No matter what happens, our commitment to freeing all the hostages and completely 
eradicating Hamas is unshakeable,” he underscored. Turning to the humanitarian 
situation, he pointed to thousands of trucks entering Gaza every week to deliver aid and 
stressed: “The only starved people in Gaza are the hostages.” … 
Riyad H. Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, said while “nothing 
justifies” what happened to the Bibas family, Palestinian children are “not any less 
deserving of your outrage for their killing”.  He went on to play recordings of the calls made 
to emergency services by 15-year-old Layan Hamadeh and her 6-year-old cousin Hind 
Rajab — both found dead later — after their family members were shot dead while 
evacuating Gaza City by car. He also remembered the Palestinian parents who had to 
collect “what remained of their children’s bodies in plastic bags”. 
“Did you see the images of our released prisoners, often starved, with marks and scars on 
their bodies?”, he asked, noting that Israel subjects them to beatings and humiliating 
treatments.  “How many hostages were released by military actions and how many 
hundreds of Palestinians have perished in these military attacks that were supposed to 
rescue the hostages but led to the death of many of them?” … 
The representative of France said that his country has deployed specialized personnel 
within the framework of the European Union Border Assistance Mission at the Rafah 
Crossing Point to support the ceasefire. … 
The Russian Federation’s delegate expressed concern about the “opaque monitoring 
mechanism”, highlighting accusations from both sides about the other side’s bad faith in 
the implementation of individual steps.  … 
The representative of the United Kingdom welcomed improved aid supplies since the 
ceasefire agreement as having “demonstrated the central role of the UN and humanitarian 
actors, including UNRWA … She also expressed concern over tightening humanitarian 
space, as well as the expansion of Israel’s operations killing and displacing civilians in the 
West Bank. [click here to read this speech in full] 
The representative of the United States expressed support for Israel's “sovereign 
decision” to close UNRWA offices in Jerusalem, adding: “UNRWA is not and never has 
been the only option for providing humanitarian assistance in Gaza”.  Her country stands 
with all hostages, she said, adding that the desecration of the remains of Shiri Bibas shows 
“the depth of Hamas’s cruelty”. … 
Other speakers, however, highlighted the impact of Israel’s occupation of Palestinian 
territories, and the escalation of settlements and violence in the West Bank. “Israel is not 
trying to return to calm,” said Kuwait’s delegate, speaking for the Arab Group. Asking the 
Council if it is waiting for a repeat of the Gaza tragedy, he called on the international 
community to help end the occupying Power’s aggression in the West Bank and its attacks 
on Christian and Muslim holy sites in the Aqsa Mosque compound. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16007.doc.htm  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-urge-all-parties-to-sustain-the-ceasefire-deal-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16007.doc.htm
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At Least Five Peacekeeping, Associated Personnel Killed in Malicious Attacks 
During 2024, United Nations Staff Union Committee Says 
At least five United Nations personnel — four military peacekeeping personnel and one 
civilian UN security coordination officer — were killed in deliberate attacks in 2024, the 
United Nations Staff Union Standing Committee on the Security and Independence of the 
International Civil Service said today. … 
This does not include the personnel of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) who died in the war in Gaza, since they 
were not deliberately targeted.  However, at least 116 UNRWA personnel had been 
confirmed killed in 2024 in the conflict between Israel and Hamas in response to the terror 
attack by Hamas on 7 October 2023, the largest loss during a conflict in the 79-year history 
of the United Nations.  As of 29 December 2024, the total number of UNRWA team 
members killed since 7 October 2023 is 263 … 
Peacekeepers serving with the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) were 
also affected by conflicts in the region. 
On 11 October, two peacekeepers from Indonesia serving with UNIFIL were injured after 
two explosions occurred close to an observation tower near the mission’s base in Naquora. 
On 29 October, eight peacekeepers from Austria serving with UNIFIL were wounded after 
a rocket, likely fired by Hizbullah or an affiliated group, hit UNIFIL headquarters in southern 
Lebanon. 
On 7 November, a UNIFIL convoy bringing newly arrived peacekeepers from Malaysia to 
south Lebanon was passing Saida when a drone strike occurred nearby.  Five 
peacekeepers were lightly injured. 
On 19 November, four peacekeepers from Ghana serving with UNIFIL were wounded 
when a rocket most likely fired by Hizbullah hit their base in southern 
Lebanon.  Peacekeepers and facilities were targeted in three separate incidents. 
On 22 November, four peacekeepers from Italy serving with UNIFIL were wounded when 
two rockets, likely launched by Hizbullah or affiliated groups, struck the Sector West 
Headquarters in Shama. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/org1746.doc.htm  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk on Occupied Palestinian Territory: “Any 
plans for a better future must deal with the past, so accountability is crucial.” 
… A fragile ceasefire is allowing the people of Gaza to breathe, Israeli hostages and 
Palestinian detainees to be released, and lifesaving humanitarian aid to be delivered.  
At this tenuous moment, the world must ask itself how to resolve this decades old conflict 
and stop the cycle of violence. … 
For more than 57 years, people in Gaza and in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, 
have been suffocating under Israeli occupation. They have been denied their most basic 
human rights, from the right to self-determination, to freedom of movement, to an adequate 
standard of living. In Gaza, they have been subjected to blockades amounting to collective 
punishment. In the West Bank, illegal settlements and violence have been growing for 
decades, in violation of international law, with a significant increase over the past three 
years. Most of these violations have gone unpunished. 
There is absolutely no justification for the horrific attacks committed on 7 October 2023 
when Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups brutally assaulted Israeli communities, 
killed civilians, and took more than 250 hostages, and I have repeatedly condemned these 
acts. 
And  nothing  justifies  the  appalling  manner  in  which  Israel  has  conducted  its  military  
 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/org1746.doc.htm
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operations in Gaza, which consistently breached fundamental principles of international 
humanitarian law.  
According to the Gaza Ministry of Health, more than 48,000 people, most of whom are 
women and children, have been killed. 
Over 35,000 children have lost one or both parents. 
More than 1,054 medical personnel have been killed, with many others injured or detained 
by Israeli Forces.  
At least 277 United Nations staff have been killed, as well as a reported 200 journalists 
and media workers.  
Over two-thirds of essential infrastructure is destroyed or damaged. … 
Restrictions imposed by Israel, despite its obligations as Occupying Power, have created 
a humanitarian catastrophe. … 
In the West Bank, Israel has ramped up its use of unnecessary and disproportionate force 
against Palestinians, has destroyed refugee camps, severely restricted movement, and 
displaced tens of thousands of people. … 
The severe crackdown on civic space, affecting in particular those working on human rights 
and humanitarian issues, through threats, intimidation and other measures, is alarming. … 
There has been an unprecedented disregard for the principles of international 
humanitarian law in the conduct of hostilities in Gaza and Israel since October 2023. … 
There has been a limited number of investigations and indictments by the Israeli 
authorities, for example, for abuse of detainees.  
However, there are serious doubts about the capacity and will of the Israeli justice system 
to deliver full accountability, in line with international standards, notably in relation to the 
unlawful killing of Palestinians in Gaza or in the West Bank. 
Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups have taken, held, and tortured hostages in 
Gaza, and have indiscriminately fired projectiles into Israeli territory, amounting to war 
crimes. There are grave concerns that they may have committed other serious breaches 
of international humanitarian law in Gaza, including the intentional co-location of military 
objectives and Palestinian civilians.  
My Office is unaware of any measures taken by Hamas and other Palestinian groups to 
punish those responsible for all violations. … 
The tragic record of this conflict, and of so many other conflicts, shows clearly how impunity 
begets more violence. … 
It is clear that all these violations and abuses need to be investigated independently. … 
Defending and maintaining the international edifice of human rights and the law is 
everyone’s responsibility.  
The alternative is unthinkable for Israelis, Palestinians and for our common humanity. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/hc-turk-occupied-
palestinian-territory-any-plans-better-future-must  
 
 

UNRWA 

The West Bank is undergoing an alarming spill over of the Gaza war: Phillipe 
Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General 
The West Bank is undergoing an alarming spill over of the Gaza war. 
More than 50 people, including children, have been reported killed since the Israeli Forces’ 
operation started 5 weeks ago. 
Destruction of public infrastructure, bulldozing roads and access restrictions are common 
place. 
People’s lives have been turned upside down, bringing back traumas and loss. 
Around  40,000 people have been forced to flee their homes especially in refugee camps  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/hc-turk-occupied-palestinian-territory-any-plans-better-future-must
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/hc-turk-occupied-palestinian-territory-any-plans-better-future-must
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in the north. 
Fear, uncertainty, and grief once again prevail. 
Affected camps lie in ruins. 
More than 5,000 children who normally go to UNRWA schools have been deprived of 
education, some for over 10 weeks now. 
Patients cannot access healthcare, families are cut off from water, electricity and other 
basic services. 
More and more people are relying on humanitarian aid at a time when aid agencies are 
overstretched and severely under-resourced. 
Our UNRWA  teams are tracking displaced people and continue to provide them with much 
needed food, health care, and basics to keep them warm. 
The West Bank is becoming a battlefield: ordinary Palestinians are the first and most to 
suffer. 
This must end. 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/west-bank-undergoing-alarming-
spill-over-gaza-war  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Genocide: Export Licences 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30528] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to his correspondence of 8 
January 2024 to the Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee, if he will list the steps his 
Department takes to monitor the risk of genocide being committed as part of the Strategic 
Export Licensing Criteria process. 

Hamish Falconer: Criterion 1 of the Strategic Export Licensing Criteria states that 
the Government will not grant a licence if to do so would be inconsistent with the 
UK's international obligations and commitments. This includes the duty to prevent 
genocide under Article 1 of the Genocide Convention. We draw on a range of 
sources in making assessments, including NGOs, international organisations, and 
reporting from our overseas network. All licences are kept under careful and 
continual review as standard. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30528  
 

The correspondence referred to above can be read at 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46244/documents/232149/default/  
and 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46243/documents/232133/default/  
 

The Criteria referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449    
 

The Genocide Convention, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on
%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf 
 

USA: International Criminal Court 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30529] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made representations to his US 
counterpart on British citizens and their  families  impacted  b y that country's sanctions on  

 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/west-bank-undergoing-alarming-spill-over-gaza-war
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/west-bank-undergoing-alarming-spill-over-gaza-war
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30528
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46244/documents/232149/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46243/documents/232133/default/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
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the International Criminal Court. 
Stephen Doughty: Successive UK and US administrations have taken a different 
view on the ICC - for example, the UK are signatories to the Rome Statute, the US 
are not. We support the independence of the ICC. Imposing sanctions against ICC 
officials impedes the Court's ability to carry out its important work prosecuting the 
most serious crimes of international concern. We will continue to engage with the 
US administration on all our priorities. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30529  
 

The Rome Statute, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf  

TOP 

 

Other Relevant Information 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Guiding Principles on Sanctions, Business and Human Rights 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/ucm/events/international-conf-
sanctions-business-hr/gps-sanctions-business-hr.pdf 
 
Commentary on the Guiding Principles on Sanctions, Business and Human Rights 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/ucm/commentary-gpssbhr-2025.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0226.pdf  

 
** Crime and Policing Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938  
 

First Reading, House of Commons  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/3EE7D7C3-ADDC-4182-A450-
8601A753A82D/PointsOfOrder#contribution-48BCFAAC-1F1A-4A4A-9C19-DB4C417BCACC  
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Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee (Twelfth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/4bfc15c7-7b10-4cec-921f-
36eee408dcf5/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(TwelfthSitting)  

 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee (Thirteenth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-25/debates/03a11c08-260d-4d27-98ec-
5babf07d8b6f/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(ThirteenthSitting)  

 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0226.pdf  
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 2 days 
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 
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