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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Non-crime Hate Incidents 
Lord Jackson of Peterborough (Conservative) [HL4806] To ask His Majesty's 
Government what plans they have to expand the recording of non-crime hate incidents. 

Lord Hanson of Flint: The Home Secretary has been clear that a consistent and 
common-sense approach must be taken with non-crime hate incidents (NCHIs). 
The Government has also been clear that its top priority for policing is delivering on 
the Safer Streets mission to rebuild neighbourhood policing and making progress 
on its ambition to halve knife crime and violence against women and girls. 
The Home Office has agreed that the National Police Chiefs' Council (NPCC), 
supported by the College of Policing, will conduct a review on the use and 
effectiveness of non-crime hate incidents. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/hl4806  
 
 

House of Lords Library 

Letter from Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede to Peers regarding questions raised during 
the Oral Question on Humanist Weddings: equality impact assessment in respect 
of humanist weddings, non-legally binding, religious only weddings 
https://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2025-
0104/Lord_Ponsonby_letter_to_Peers-OPQ-Humanist_Marriages.pdf  
 
 

BBC 

Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone, BBC2/iPlayer 
17/19 Feb 2025 
Since the transmission of our documentary on Gaza, the BBC has become aware of the 
family connections of the film’s narrator, a child called Abdullah. 

 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/hl4806
https://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2025-0104/Lord_Ponsonby_letter_to_Peers-OPQ-Humanist_Marriages.pdf
https://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2025-0104/Lord_Ponsonby_letter_to_Peers-OPQ-Humanist_Marriages.pdf
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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We’ve promised our audiences the highest standards of transparency, so it is only right 
that as a result of this new information, we add some more detail to the film before its 
retransmission. We apologise for the omission of that detail from the original film. The new 
text reads: 
“The narrator of this film is 13 year old Abdullah. His father has worked as a deputy 
agriculture minister for the Hamas-run government in Gaza. The production team had full 
editorial control of filming with Abdullah.” 
We followed all of our usual compliance procedures in the making of this film, but we had 
not been informed of this information by the independent producers when we complied 
and then broadcast the finished film. 
The film remains a powerful child’s eye view of the devastating consequences of the war 
in Gaza which we believe is an invaluable testament to their experiences, and we must 
meet our commitment to transparency. 
Update on 21/02/2025: 
Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone features important stories we think should be told - those 
of the experiences of children in Gaza. 
There have been continuing questions raised about the programme and in the light of 
these, we are conducting further due diligence with the production company. The 
programme will not be available on iPlayer while this is taking place. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/helpandfeedback/corrections_clarifications/  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the BBC statement ”Gaza: How to Survive a Warzone, BBC2/iPlayer” that 
is included in the Home Affairs section above. 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza: Palestinians 
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat) [29335] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made representations to his US 
counterpart on the Government’s rejection of the US President’s proposal for the 
resettlement of Palestinians in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary frequently has calls with his US 
counterpart on a range of issues, including the situation in Gaza, most recently on 
27 January. The role played by the US, alongside Qatar and Egypt, in negotiating 
the ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas, has been crucial, and the 
Prime Minister reiterated this in his recent call with President Trump. Gaza lies in 
ruins, and it is crucial we move through the phases of the agreement to the 
reconstruction of Gaza. We have been clear that we oppose moving Palestinians 
in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states against their will. There must be no forced 
displacement of Palestinians, nor any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. 
Palestinian civilians should be able to return to and rebuild their homes and their 
lives. We support a two-state solution that guarantees security and stability for both 
the Israeli and Palestinian people. Only that over time will ensure the long-term 
peace and security of both Palestinians and Israelis. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-07/29935  
 

Gaza: Internally Displaced People 
Martin Wrigley (Liberal Democrat) [30304]  To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign,  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/helpandfeedback/corrections_clarifications/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-07/29935
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will take steps to help prevent the 
displacement of residents in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: Gaza lies in ruins, and it is crucial we move through the phases 
of the current ceasefire agreement to the reconstruction of Gaza. We oppose 
moving Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states against their will. There 
must be no forced displacement of Palestinians, nor any reduction in the territory 
of the Gaza strip. Palestinian civilians should be able to return to and rebuild their 
homes and their lives. We support a two-state solution that guarantees security and 
stability for both the Israeli and Palestinian people. Only that over time will ensure 
the long-term peace and security of both Palestinians and Israelis. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30304  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM statement in response to the release of deceased hostages held in Gaza 
I was deeply saddened to hear of the death of Oded Lifschitz after he was taken hostage by 
terrorists in Gaza, and I extend my heartfelt condolences to his daughter Sharone and his 
wife Yocheved. 
When I met Sharone in Downing Street, she showed remarkable strength in the face of the 
most difficult circumstances. The news of her father’s death is a tragedy. It is my hope that 
the peace he worked to see in the region through his charity work and activism will be 
achieved. 
My thoughts are also with the Bibas family, who have faced immense pain as they awaited 
news of Shiri and her sons Kfir and Ariel.  
We must see all remaining hostages released, and the ceasefire upheld. My government 
remains committed to working with our international partners to bring an end this suffering 
and secure a long-term peace in the Middle East. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-in-response-to-the-release-of-
deceased-hostages-held-in-gaza  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

David Lammy The death of Oded Lifshitz who had strong UK links and was held hostage 
by terrorists in Gaza, is heartbreaking. His family, including his daughter Sharone who I 
have spoken with previously, has shown incredible strength throughout this unimaginable 
ordeal. My thoughts are with them and the Bibas family who are going through intolerable 
anguish regarding Shiri, and her young children, Kfir and Ariel. Hamas, the PIJ and other 
terrorists who kidnapped so many innocents on October 7th must be held to account. 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1892715597768884334  
 
Hamish Falconer Devastating news for the family of Oded Lifshitz who have been 
unbelievably brave through an indescribable ordeal. My thoughts are with them at this 
difficult time.  
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1892860014684934490  
 
 

Department for Business and Trade 

Updated Trade and Investment Factsheet: Israel  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b732ebae5d020b0914bc72/israel-
trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-02-21.pdf 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30304
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-in-response-to-the-release-of-deceased-hostages-held-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-in-response-to-the-release-of-deceased-hostages-held-in-gaza
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1892715597768884334
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1892860014684934490
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b732ebae5d020b0914bc72/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-02-21.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b732ebae5d020b0914bc72/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-02-21.pdf
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Updated Trade and Investment Factsheet: Occupied Palestinian Territories  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b729210495029f3e1c6a91/occupied-
palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-02-21.pdf  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive FoI Response 

DFI/2024-0551 - Copies of all information held by DfI in relation to any meetings or 
correspondence about Israel/Gaza since 07 October 2023 
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/dfi2024-0551-copies-all-information-
held-dfi-relation-any-meetings-or-correspondence-about-israelgaza-07-october-2023 
and  
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551.pdf  
and 
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-
%20Attachment.PDF 
and 
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-
%20Internal%20Review.pdf  
and 
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-
%20Internal%20Review%20Attachment.PDF  
 
 

United Nations 

Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General 
… our humanitarian colleagues tell us that the scale-up of humanitarian assistance in Gaza 
continues.  Since the ceasefire came into effect, we and our partners have reached nearly 
everyone in Gaza with food parcels, with most families receiving more than one month of 
rations.  We are also preparing to support the third polio vaccination campaign across 
Gaza, which is set to resume on Saturday. … 
Also, we and our partners are helping health facilities across Gaza restore their services 
and increase capacity.  WHO is supporting with supplies and equipment, ensuring a three-
month stock. In North Gaza, Kamal Adwan Hospital has now opened an outpatient 
department. … 
Also just to note on the ceasefire deal between Hamas and Israel. We have seen how 
Hamas handed over the bodies of a mother and two children from the Bibas family, as well 
as that of an 84-year-old man.  I can tell you that the Secretary-General condemns the 
parading of bodies and displaying of the coffins of the deceased hostages in the manner 
seen this morning, which is abhorrent and appalling.  Under international law, any 
handover of the remains of deceased must comply with the prohibition of cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment, ensuring respect for the dignity of the deceased and their families. 
The Secretary-General reiterates his appeal to the parties to abide by their commitments 
and continue the full implementation of the ceasefire and hostage release deal.  He urges 
the parties to the conflict to respect the remains of the dead and to return them to their 
relatives, consistent with applicable obligations under international humanitarian law and 
human rights law.  We have long been calling for, as you know, the release of all hostages, 
a permanent ceasefire and irreversible progress towards a two-State solution. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/db250220.doc.htm  

TOP 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b729210495029f3e1c6a91/occupied-palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-02-21.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67b729210495029f3e1c6a91/occupied-palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-02-21.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/dfi2024-0551-copies-all-information-held-dfi-relation-any-meetings-or-correspondence-about-israelgaza-07-october-2023
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/dfi2024-0551-copies-all-information-held-dfi-relation-any-meetings-or-correspondence-about-israelgaza-07-october-2023
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-%20Attachment.PDF
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-%20Attachment.PDF
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-%20Internal%20Review.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-%20Internal%20Review.pdf
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-%20Internal%20Review%20Attachment.PDF
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-02/DFI%202024-0551%20-%20Internal%20Review%20Attachment.PDF
https://press.un.org/en/2025/db250220.doc.htm
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Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

Religious leaders must work together to promote shared principles of human dignity 
and compassion – High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk at the 
Conference on the Role and Responsibility of Religious leaders in times of war, 
atrocities and polarisation 
… Across the globe, discrimination, incitement to hatred and violence against Muslims, 
Jews, Christians and religious minorities are rising, online and in real life. 
Sadly, these trends are often promoted by politicians, business leaders, media 
commentators and others, drawing from a deep well of historic hatred, atrocity crimes, 
paranoia and conspiracy theories based on religious ideas.  
They instrumentalize the public’s faith – which is grounded in bonds of compassion, 
solidarity and hope – to harm people and scapegoat minority groups, for their own ends. 
This is particularly dangerous in societies in conflict and crisis … But we see the same 
trends everywhere. 
The central role of faith in the lives of believers means that if they take hold, such mistaken 
ideas can fuel appalling violence and even lead to atrocity crimes including crimes against 
humanity. 
In this highly charged environment, religious leaders and people of faith have a special 
and  direct  responsibility  to  resist  efforts  at  manipulation,  and  to  play  a  positive  role, 
promoting mediation and healing, and seeking common ground. … 
While some progress has been made, many States still lack comprehensive legislation 
against discrimination, which is a fundamental tool to protect people from violence and 
harassment based on their faith. In addition to punishing and deterring such acts, 
legislation enables people from all faiths to participate more fully in cultural, religious, 
social, economic and public life – which, in itself, can reduce tensions and foster 
understanding. … 
Second, we need more whole-of-society initiatives to promote a culture of peace, based 
on human rights. … 
The ethical and spiritual foundations of religions and beliefs have an essential role in 
addressing the polarization and conflicts that disfigure our world, and in contributing to 
reconciliation. 
There is an urgent need for religious leaders from all faiths to work together to promote the 
shared, universal principles of human dignity and compassion, and to transform them into 
acts of solidarity. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/religious-leaders-must-
work-together-promote-shared-principles  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/religious-leaders-must-work-together-promote-shared-principles
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/02/religious-leaders-must-work-together-promote-shared-principles
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
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Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909 

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 
 
 
 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 8 days 
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

