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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Internet: Safety 

Mary Kelly Foy (Labour) [30713] To ask the Secretary of State for Science, Innovation 
and Technology, what steps he is taking to tackle the risk posed by small high-risk online 
platforms. 
Mary Kelly Foy (Labour) [30714] To ask the Secretary of State for Science, Innovation 
and Technology, what recent discussions he has had with Ofcom on progress by the Small 
but Risky taskforce on tackling the risk posed by dangerous online platforms. 

Feryal Clark: The Online Safety Act’s illegal content and, where relevant, child 
safety duties, will apply to services of all sizes. In September 2024, a public 
exchange of letters between the Secretary of State and Ofcom CEO outlined 
information about the taskforce: 
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/about-ofcom/public-
correspondence/2024/letter-from-dame-melanie-dawes-to-the-secretary-of-state-
11-september-2024.pdf?v=380026 
The taskforce is developing and delivering a workplan focusing on high priority 
themes such as terror, hate and offences against women and girls. Should small 
but risky services choose not to engage and there is evidence of non-compliance, 
Ofcom will undertake enforcement action. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30713 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30714  
 

Non-crime Hate Incidents 
James McMurdock (Reform UK) [29387] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, if she will make an assessment with Cabinet 
colleagues of the  potential  impact  of not having an  official  definition of Islamophobia on  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/about-ofcom/public-correspondence/2024/letter-from-dame-melanie-dawes-to-the-secretary-of-state-11-september-2024.pdf?v=380026
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/about-ofcom/public-correspondence/2024/letter-from-dame-melanie-dawes-to-the-secretary-of-state-11-september-2024.pdf?v=380026
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/about-ofcom/public-correspondence/2024/letter-from-dame-melanie-dawes-to-the-secretary-of-state-11-september-2024.pdf?v=380026
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30713
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30714
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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the effectiveness of the policing of non-crime hate incidents. 
Alex Norris: We are actively considering our approach to Islamophobia including 
any potential new definition. A new definition of Islamophobia must be given careful 
consideration, so it comprehensively covers multiple perspectives and considers 
potential implications for different communities and how it may affect the policing of 
non-crime hate incidents. 
The Home Office has agreed that the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC), 
supported by the College of Policing, will conduct a review on the use and 
effectiveness of NCHIs. The review will cover when the police should record 
information that has not reached the criminal threshold, but which is still deemed 
necessary to monitor community tensions and keep the public safe, It will also take 
into account the fundamental right of freedom of expression and recent court ruling 
in this area. The Government welcomes this review and will work closely with the 
NPCC and the College as they develop their findings and any proposals on this 
issue. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29387  
 

Religion: Education 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [30638] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
assessment her Department has made of the potential implications for her policies of the 
recommendations of Ofsted’s subject report on religious education, published in April 
2024. 

Catherine McKinnell: Education is a devolved matter, and the response outlines 
the information for England only. 
The government notes the findings of the Ofsted subject report on religious 
education (RE) and is committed to ensuring high-quality provision of RE in schools 
in England. 
In order to improve teaching quality, we currently offer a £10,000 bursary for RE 
trainee teachers starting initial teacher training courses in England. 
To support teachers when they are in post, and to ensure high standards and 
consistency of RE teaching, RE resources have been procured by Oak National 
Academy. This ensures that high-quality lessons are available nationwide, 
benefitting both teachers and pupils, should schools opt to use them. Initial RE 
resources were launched in autumn 2024, with full curriculum packages expected 
to be available by autumn 2025. 
The government also welcomes the work that the Religious Education Council has 
done to assist curriculum developers by publishing its National Content Standard 
for RE in England. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30638  
 

The Ofsted report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-religious-
education/deep-and-meaningful-the-religious-education-subject-report  

 

The National Content Standard for RE in England, referred to above, can be read at 
https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/rec/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/RE-Council-
National-Content-Standard-for-Religious-Education-for-England-July23.pdf  
 

Teachers: Training 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [30639] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference 
to her Department's statutory guidance entitled Initial teacher training (ITT): criteria and 
supporting advice - Statutory guidance for accredited ITT providers, whether the 
curriculum for primary trainees must cover (a) the national curriculum subjects and (b) the 
statutory subject of religious education. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29387
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30638
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-religious-education/deep-and-meaningful-the-religious-education-subject-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-religious-education/deep-and-meaningful-the-religious-education-subject-report
https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/rec/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/RE-Council-National-Content-Standard-for-Religious-Education-for-England-July23.pdf
https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/rec/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/RE-Council-National-Content-Standard-for-Religious-Education-for-England-July23.pdf
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Catherine McKinnell: Education is a devolved matter, and the response outlines 
the information for England only. 
The initial teacher training (ITT) criteria and supporting advice is statutory guidance 
for accredited ITT providers which sets out mandatory guidance on the criteria that 
organisations must meet to provide ITT for all courses leading to Qualified Teacher 
Status. 
All accredited ITT providers must design a sequenced ITT curriculum that 
adequately covers all national curriculum subjects for primary trainees. 
As a statutory subject, religious education should also be included. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30639  
 
 

House of Lords Library Briefing 

Law relating to prenuptial agreements 
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/law-relating-to-prenuptial-agreements/  

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Holocaust: Education 
Bradley Thomas (Conservative) [30875] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, 
what steps her Department has taken to promote Holocaust education in (a) schools and 
(b) colleges in Bromsgrove constituency. 

Catherine McKinnell: The Holocaust is the only historic event which is compulsory 
within the current national curriculum for history at key stage 3. The government 
has made a commitment that the Holocaust will remain a compulsory topic in the 
reformed national curriculum, which will also be required teaching in academy 
schools when it is implemented. 
The government supports the teaching of Holocaust education in schools and 
colleges, including those in Bromsgrove, by funding teachers’ professional 
development in this subject through University College London’s Centre for 
Holocaust Education, and the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from 
Auschwitz project, which gives students aged 16 to 18 the opportunity to visit 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
In addition, a further £2 million funding for Holocaust remembrance and education 
was committed at the Autumn Budget 2024. This will be used to support the 
ambition set by my right hon. Friend, the Prime Minister for all students to have the 
opportunity to hear a recorded survivor testimony. The department is currently 
exploring how it can support schools to fulfil this ambition. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30875  
 

 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

25th anniversary of the Stockholm Declaration on Holocaust Remembrance 
… On Monday 17 February, the UK presidency of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) welcomed Heads of Delegation from the 35 IHRA Member 
Countries to London for an event to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Stockholm  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30639
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/law-relating-to-prenuptial-agreements/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-11/30875
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Declaration on Holocaust Remembrance. … 
The UK government is committed to international co-operation to promote education, 
remembrance and research about the Holocaust. The UK was one of the founding 
signatories of the Stockholm Declaration in 2000, through which we pledged that the 
terrible events of the Holocaust would remain forever seared in our collective memory.  … 
IHRA Chair and UK Special Envoy for Post-Holocaust Issues Lord Pickles reflected on the 
achievements of the past 25 years. He noted that the pledges made 25 years ago were 
still as relevant today as they were in 2000. Lord Pickles stressed the importance of 
safeguarding Holocaust sites, opening up Holocaust-related archives, and the promotion 
of testimony and Holocaust-related objects. He also drew attention to the dangers caused 
by ongoing Holocaust distortion, adding that the truth can never harm us. 
Former Prime Minister Tony Blair and former US President Bill Clinton both addressed the 
audience via video message. They reflected on their efforts, alongside former Swedish 
Prime Minister Göran Persson, to strengthen international co-operation on Holocaust 
remembrance 25 years ago and to bring together world leaders to sign the Stockholm 
Declaration and form the IHRA. 
Looking ahead to the future, participants emphasised that further collective action was 
needed to tackle the challenges of Holocaust distortion and the global rise of 
antisemitism. The role of emerging technologies was also highlighted as an area to 
explore, given the potential to harness artificial intelligence as a force for good in Holocaust 
education. All agreed that it was essential to continue to educate about the facts of the 
Holocaust, to ensure the truth is never forgotten. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/25th-anniversary-of-the-stockholm-declaration-on-
holocaust-remembrance  

 

The Stockholm Declaration, referred to above, can be read at 
https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/stockholm-declaration  

TOP 

 

Israel 

Welsh Senedd Debate 

Gaza 
Motion NDM8830 Heledd Fychan To propose that the Senedd: 
1. Reaffirms: 
a) the Senedd’s condemnation of Hamas’s attacks on Israeli civilians on 7 October 2023 
and Israel’s military response, which has led to more than 60,000 Palestinian deaths and 
left millions of civilians in Gaza in urgent need of humanitarian aid contrary to international 
law; and 
b) the Senedd’s support for a permanent ceasefire, full humanitarian access, the return of 
hostages and prisoners, and a just and lasting peace through a two-state solution. 
2. Calls on the UK Government to: 
a) support the work of the ICC in holding to account both Israeli and Hamas leaders 
accused of committing war crimes; 
b) condemn President Trump’s proposals to depopulate Gaza as ethnic cleansing; and 
c) suspend all arms exports to Israel in line with international law. 
3. Calls on the Welsh Government to: 
a) review public sector procurement and investments to ensure that ethical standards are  

upheld; 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/25th-anniversary-of-the-stockholm-declaration-on-holocaust-remembrance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/25th-anniversary-of-the-stockholm-declaration-on-holocaust-remembrance
https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/stockholm-declaration
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b) commit further humanitarian support for Gaza; and 
c) support communities in Wales with Palestinian and Israeli links. 
 

284 Rhun ap Iorwerth (Plaid Cymru): … Four hundred and sixty-nine days have passed 
since this Senedd voted to add our voice to the international pressure on ensuring a 
ceasefire in Gaza, for the release of hostages immediately, and to declare our support for 
the communities of Israelis and Palestinians in Wales, Jewish and Muslim communities 
impacted by the conflict.  
285 In those 469 days, Israeli forces have killed tens of thousands of innocent citizens in 
Gaza, something that, according to Amnesty International, is akin to genocide. Tens of 
thousands more have been injured and humanitarian organisations, along with the United 
Nations, are warning that the whole population is facing famine.… 
277 The scale of destruction in Gaza is beyond comprehension. Entire communities 
razed to the ground, erased from the map. Families wiped out. Parents clutching their 
starving children in makeshift hospitals with no medicine. Wales cannot and must not 
remain silent in the face of such profound injustice. … 
288 On 7 October the year before last, Hamas carried out an appalling attack on Israeli 
civilians, an attack of unimaginable cruelty. And those responsible must be held 
accountable. The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor filed arrest warrants 
against Hamas leaders—the actions of 7 October being among the evidence that led to 
those charges of war crimes. But what has happened, what has followed the relentless 
bombardment, the deliberate targeting of civilians and the total destruction of Gaza's 
infrastructure, has been neither an act of self-defence nor proportional. Israel's actions are 
in clear violation of international law. The deliberate targeting of civilian infrastructure, the 
collective punishment of an entire population and the forced starvation of children are war 
crimes under the Geneva conventions. The International Court of Justice has already ruled 
that Israel's actions in Gaza could amount to genocide, and yet, despite this overwhelming 
evidence, the international community has failed to act decisively enough. 
289 The UK Government has refused to suspend arms exports to Israel. It has chosen to 
be complicit. And we say here in the Senedd today that this is not acceptable. The UK 
Government must immediately suspend all arms sales to Israel in line with international 
law, just as sanctions rightly exist to stop the arming of Hamas. … 
290 And now we see a new and dangerous escalation, an outright attack on international 
justice itself. The President of the United States, Donald Trump, has made it clear that he 
will sanction the ICC if it dares to investigate Israeli war crimes. This is a direct assault on 
the rule of law. An attempt to undermine the very institutions that exist to hold war criminals 
accountable and to uphold international peace. … 
291 And there's an even more dangerous dimension, of course, to Donald Trump's 
intervention: his call for the forced displacement of Gaza's entire population. … It would 
amount to a second Nakba, mirroring the ethnic cleansing that saw nearly 1 million 
Palestinians expelled from their homes in 1948. 
292 Palestinians don't want to leave their land, their home. The people of Gaza aren't 
seeking relocation; they're seeking freedom. … 
293 Ethical procurement is not just a slogan; it's a means of ensuring that Welsh public 
funds don't actually fund war crimes. Are public sector pension funds investing in 
businesses that supply arms to Israel? Is there a link between supply chains in Wales and 
businesses that profit from this destruction? … 
294 I, again, remind you that we stand with Israeli and Palestinian communities, Jewish 
and Muslim communities, here in Wales. … 

 

295 Y Llywydd (Elin Jones): … I have selected the four amendments to the motion. If 
amendment 1 is agreed, amendments 2, 3 and 4 will be deselected. I call on Paul Davies 
now to move amendment 1 … 
Delete all and replace with: 
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To propose that the Senedd: 
1. Regrets the deaths of innocent Israeli and Palestinian civilians and the devastating 
human impact as a result of the conflict in Gaza following Hamas-led terror attacks and 
hostage taking on 7 October 2023.  
2. Supports efforts to ensure that humanitarian aid is urgently provided to those in need. 
3. Reaffirms the support of the Senedd for the release of all remaining hostages, a 
permanent ceasefire, and a two-state solution in order to achieve lasting peace in the 
region. 

 

296 Paul Davies (Conservative): … I'm sure we all stand united in condemning the 
appalling events of 7 October 2023, where we horrifically saw around 1,200 people killed, 
and more than 250 hostages taken by Hamas terrorists. That attack was followed by an 
Israeli military operation in Gaza, which, in turn, has resulted in the deaths of tens of 
thousands of Palestinians, many innocent civilians. The loss of life is heartbreaking, and 
we have all heard stories of families on both sides of the conflict, about how their lives 
have been ripped apart by this conflict. That is why action is needed to make this ceasefire 
a permanent one. 
297 Now, I'm sure we all recognise that the current situation is fragile, and every effort 
needs to be made to ensure all remaining hostages are freed. … 
298 We've also seen the release of Eli Sharabi, the son in law of Peter and Gillian Brisley 
of Bridgend. On his release, Eli was gaunt and malnourished; he had no knowledge of the 
fate of this wife, Lianne, and their two teenage daughters, all of whom were brutally 
murdered by Hamas on 7 October. Imagine his pain on learning that news. 
299 However, whilst there have been some positive steps towards peace and some 
hostages have been released, we must also remember that there are at least eight 
hostages who will not make it home alive, and we have no idea of the fate of scores of 
others. … 
300 Here in Wales, the Welsh Government has worked to support the Disasters 
Emergency Committee charities, and I very much welcome that. … 
301 Llywydd, we have called for a two-state solution, and continue to urge Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to come together, with the support of the international community, to 
secure just that. … The international community has a responsibility to ensure discussions 
between both sides continue to take place … 
302 And finally, Llywydd, the Welsh Government has a role to play in supporting Welsh 
families and communities with Israeli and Palestinian links. The latest hate crime statistics 
from the Home Office show that religions hate crimes in England and Wales have soared 
by 25 per cent to record levels. Indeed, that report states that the increase was driven by 
a rise in hate crimes against Jewish and Muslim people, and has occurred since the 
beginning of the Israel-Hamas conflict. … 

 

304 Y Llywydd: … I call on the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice now to move formally 
amendments 2, 3 and 4. 
Amendment 2—Jane Hutt 
Add as new sub-point at the end of point 1: 
the UK government’s position that Palestinian civilians must be able to return to their 
homes and rebuild their lives.  

 

Amendment 3—Jane Hutt 
Delete point 2.2 

 

Amendment 4—Jane Hutt 
Add as new sub-point at the end of point 3: 
support the rule of law and the work of the ICC. … 
  
 

311 Sioned Williams (Plaid Cymru): … While foreign policy is not devolved, the future 
generations commissioner has urged the Welsh Government to show more leadership on 
this matter. In his letter to the First Minister, the commissioner said the Welsh Government  

 



 7 

 

has the opportunity to act in partnership with the UK Government to represent Welsh 
values on the international stage with regard to Israel's attacks on the people of Gaza, in 
accordance with its statutory commitment to be a globally responsible nation under the 
Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. But the Senedd has not heard a full 
response to his calls, let alone an embracing of them. And the people of Wales remember 
that the Government did not shy away from making its voice heard on other recent 
conflicts, reiterating time and again on the record their unequivocal solidarity with the 
Ukrainian people in the face of Putin's aggression. But we heard no such condemnation 
of Israel's Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, whose forces have turned homes, 
businesses, schools, hospitals and tens of thousands of women and children to dust. UN 
reports show that no other conflicts killed a higher number of children in one year. Where 
was the outrage at Netanyahu's aggression? Where was the solidarity with the Palestinian 
people? 
312 Then we had the momentous and hopeful news earlier this year that the first phase of 
a ceasefire had been agreed, but still silence—the Government of Wales unwilling to 
ensure the voice of our nation is heard clearly advocating for peace and justice for the 
Palestinian people, now and in the future, at this crucial juncture. Why? Because the Welsh 
Government is unwilling to call on their sister Westminster Labour Government to stop 
selling arms to Israel, even though that is required under international law. … 
313 The future generations commissioner reminded the Welsh Government of their 
responsibility in his letter, and urged them to take urgent action, including advocating for 
the cessation of arms sales … 
314 Finally, Llywydd, I want to speak about aid, the withholding of which has played such 
a large part in the death and suffering illegally inflicted on the innocents of Gaza. It's 
welcome that the Welsh Government has now added to their donation to the DEC middle 
east appeal, so the total is now £200,000. You gave £4 million to the DEC appeal for 
Ukraine. You must see how that sends an unfortunate message to communities in Wales 
with links to the Palestinians of Gaza. So, will you commit further humanitarian support for 
Gaza? … 

 

322 John Griffiths (Labour): … I went to the West Bank over 20 years ago and stayed in 
east Jerusalem and travelled to different parts of the West Bank, including Hebron and 
Ramallah, and saw for myself at that time the separation wall being built, the checkpoints, 
the illegal settlements, the great imbalance in wealth and power between Israel and the 
occupied Palestinian territory and the oppression that was there then and is there now. At 
a rally and march in Newport a few months ago, the Welsh poet Patrick Jones spoke about 
the brutalisation of oppression, for those oppressed but also those oppressing, and just 
what it does to a society, a state and a people, and the huge misery it brings to everyone 
who is in that situation. 
323 And I think we've seen that, that terrible imbalance in military force, played out in this 
recent conflict and the huge destruction in Gaza, the terrible loss of life—women and 
children—the destruction of infrastructure, water supply, medical facilities, amputations 
performed on children without anaesthetic, as we know, on a terrible and unimaginable 
scale. … 
324 In the light of that, as the UN Secretary-General António Guterres has said, Llywydd, 
none of us should be bystanders. And I think that we do now need an international 
campaign of boycotts, disinvestment and sanctions. We've seen the power of that in other 
terrible international situations over very many years, and I believe that it's only that sort 
of international concerted effort that will bring the sort of pressure that needs to be brought 
to bear on Israel to finally have some meaningful progress towards a two-state solution or 
some other solution that's acceptable to the Palestinians and Israel, to finally resolve the 
misery and the suffering… 

 

326 Peredur Owen Griffiths (Plaid Cymru): The war in Gaza is not some opaque foreign 
conflict that has nothing to do with Wales.  Many  of  our  citizens  have  direct  links to the  

 



 8 

 

region and have suffered catastrophic losses. Many of us heard the harrowing account 
given by Gillian and Pete Brisley of Bridgend, who spoke of the pain of losing their daughter 
and grandchildren in the 7 October attacks. In the Senedd event that I sponsored, we 
heard from an NHS doctor born in Palestine, now working and living in Swansea. He broke 
down in tears as he talked about the 60-plus family members that had already died. He 
remained concerned about his elderly parents, who were moving around from one area to 
the next, seeking refuge from aerial bombardment with only a tent for shelter. 
327 But the conflict has deeply touched many thousands of our citizens without familial 
links to the region. That has been clear on the many marches, demonstrations and vigils 
that I have attended. There has been a big disconnect between what has been going on 
in Gaza and the lack of condemnation from the international community. There has also 
been a disconnect between the views of thousands of people in Wales and the inaction of 
this Labour Government. … 
329 The frankly disgusting proposal for the future of Gaza from across the Atlantic is a 
prime example. It should be given the condemnation it deserves by this Government. 
Trump's words are dangerous. They give cover to the most extreme voices within the 
Israeli Government who have already spoken out about expelling Palestinians from Gaza 
permanently. They embolden those who want to erase Palestinian identity, those who seek 
to annex and settle land that does not belong to them. … 

 

330 Jenny Rathbone (Labour): Last week, medical professionals from around the world 
meeting in Geneva expressed concerns for the whereabouts of Dr Hussam Abu Safiyya, 
director of the Kamal Adwan Hospital in Gaza. … All the medical personnel fled, but Dr 
Abu Safiyya stayed in his post to try and maintain some sort of medical presence for the 
population still in the area. So, he was seized by the IDF on 27 December, we are told, 
and there's been widespread outrage amongst healthcare workers, who see it as a grim 
escalation of what they have been feeling throughout this conflict: the systematic targeting 
of medical professionals in Gaza. There has been no evidence provided that the hospitals 
were being used by Hamas terrorists. None. What appears to have been going on was the 
need to eliminate all the buildings of any usefulness to the people of Gaza. 
332 I was really shocked to be sent very recently a link to a website called Hamakom news, 
which is a Hebrew website, which translates as, 'The hottest place in hell'. It reported the 
alleged forcing of an elderly couple in their 80s to clear booby traps and unexploded bombs 
from the Zeitoun neighbourhood of Gaza City. … The unknown man and his wife were 
reportedly shot shortly after a trophy photo was taken with him by his captors. … 
333 These problems can be traced back to over 100 years ago when the Balfour 
declaration, made by the British Government, suddenly decreed that the Israelis were to 
be given house room in Palestine, and that, obviously, then led to a series of land conflicts. 
And there is still no agreement on how Jerusalem, at the heart of three major religions, is 
to be made available to everybody who wishes to worship there. … 

 

337 Heledd Fychan (Plaid Cymru): It is difficult to conceive of the atrocities that have 
been perpetrated over the 469 days … since we had a full discussion on the floor of this 
Senedd on this matter—the tens of thousands of people killed, the families, the 
infrastructure, the communities and the neighbourhoods that have been totally 
destroyed. … 
338 Not a single one of us can say, either, that we weren't aware of what was happening; 
it has all been broadcast directly to our phones, to our television screens and to our 
computers. … 
341 The atrocities committed in Gaza have not happened in a vacuum; they have 
happened in full view of the international community, with western Governments either 
turning a blind eye or actively enabling them. And now, when justice is finally within reach, 
we see powerful forces trying to shut it down. The International Criminal Court, the only 
body capable of holding war criminals to account, is under attack. … 
342  The  UK  Government   must  …  defend    ICC’s   independence   and   its   ability  to  
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investigate war crimes wherever they occur. It cannot continue to claim to support justice 
in Ukraine while undermining it in Palestine. And yet, the UK Government has not only 
remained silent, it has been complicit. It has refused to support the ICC’s investigations. It 
has continued arms sales to Israel despite overwhelming evidence that these weapons 
are being used to commit war crimes. 
343 The Welsh Government must also take a stand. We in Wales cannot claim to uphold 
human rights while remaining silent in the face of these atrocities. … 

 

347 Carolyn Thomas (Labour): … Amnesty International is calling on the Welsh 
Government to take immediate action to cease procurement by public bodies in Wales 
from companies that conduct business within Israeli settlements in occupied Palestinian 
territories, and I hope that this is something being looked into. … We do need a two-state 
solution to achieve lasting peace for that region. … 

 

348 Mabon ap Gwynfor (Plaid Cymru): The atrocities that have come to our attention in 
Gaza over the past year and a half have proven to be one a seminal event. It's a war that 
has forced all of us to examine and search our humanity and to demand a response. 
349 Now, I'm not claiming here that one side is right and the other wrong, or that there is 
justice on one side and injustice on the other. Hamas's acts on 7 October 2023 were evil, 
evil using the English meaning of the Welsh word 'drwg'. They were evil in the same way 
that the killing of 8,000 Palestinians by the state of Israel over the previous 10 years was 
evil. … 
350 But it is also a seminal event because of our decision on how to respond to the fierce 
reaction of the state of Israel against poor people, many of them children. It is estimated 
that the state of Israel has dropped approximately 85,000 tonnes of bombs on Gaza, 
almost five times more than the weight of bombs dropped on London during the Blitz. This 
is a patch of land that is less than half the size of Anglesey, and with almost the same 
population as Wales. … 
352 The Lancet published a report in June of last year that estimated that almost 190,000 
people had been killed, and other sources estimate that the true figure has now reached 
over 300,000. Bearing in mind that half the population is under 18, we can be sure that a 
large percentage of the victims were children—children who had their lives ahead of them; 
children who would have helped to build and create a new society, new relationships, a 
new world; children who lost their ability to play, the ability to laugh, with the ensuing 
silence and darkness leaving a generation to live—if 'live' is the word; they are existing—
with trauma and scars that run so deep that they will feed the desire to seek revenge, in 
turn leading to a new generation of bloodshed in years to come. 
353 And the number of deaths is high because we know that society has completely broken 
down there. There is no medical care, there is no food and no sources of nutrition, water 
pipes have been destroyed and there is very little clean water available, not to mention 
sewerage infrastructure and other basic requirements. … 
354 This, all of this, has happened in front of our eyes—on the television screens, on our 
laptops, on our mobile phones. The anguish, the suffering, the pain, and the question is: 
how do we respond in the face of all this pain? … the vast majority of the arms supplied 
for this mass indiscriminate bombing came from the US, but they were dropped from F-
35s, with key components built and supplied here in the UK, amongst a number of other 
key components of the various weapons used so ferociously on hospitals, schools and 
houses, against women, children and the elderly—arms developed with the sole purpose 
of killing. Wales, with support from the Welsh Government, hosts 160 companies in the 
defence sector, with specialisations in weapons manufacturing, software and drone 
technology, many of which will have been used in killings, all leading to destruction, and 
human rights organisations calling these war crimes. … 

 

358 Mike Hedges (Labour Co-op): … Gaza is 141 square miles, less than the distance 
from Carmarthen to Swansea in length, and the width of Swansea city centre to Mumbles.  
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… Gaza is considered by many biblical experts to be the route Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
took to get to Egypt from Bethlehem. … 
363 Can I go on next to say I condemn Hamas's attack on Israeli civilians in October 2023, 
including the murder of civilians and the taking of hostages? It was an unnecessary 
provocation. … I also condemn Israel's military response, which led to more than 60,000 
Palestinian deaths and left millions of civilians in Gaza in urgent need of humanitarian aid. 
We need a permanent ceasefire, full humanitarian access for relief organisations, the 
return of hostages and the release of all political prisoners. 
365 We must condemn President Trump's proposal to depopulate Gaza and ethnic 
cleansing, and we need to support the communities in Wales with Palestinian and Israeli 
links. As someone whose niece is married to somebody of Israeli background, I understand 
just how frightening and difficult it can be for their community. We need to recognise the 
state of Palestine—146 UN member states have done, why not us? We should fly the 
Palestinian flag, as we have the Ukrainian flag outside the Senedd building, to show our 
support. … 

 

376 Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip (Jane Hutt): … I 
think we can express today the recognition that all of us around this Chamber have been 
horrified by the violence in Israel, Palestine and the wider region over the last 16 months 
and more. We are conscious that whilst foreign policy issues are not devolved, there are 
real and lasting concerns and consequences for and in Welsh communities. … 
377 We support, in the motion, points 1(a) and 1(b), which reaffirm the Senedd's 
condemnation of Hamas's attacks on Israeli civilians on 7 October 2023 and Israel's 
military response, which has led to more than 60,000 Palestinian deaths and left millions 
of civilians in Gaza in urgent need of humanitarian aid, contrary to international law, and 
the Senedd's support for a permanent ceasefire, full humanitarian access, the return of 
hostages and business and a just and lasting peace through a two-state solution. 
378 Israel must work closely with the UN and partners so that this ceasefire is sustained. 
And even with this ceasefire, the humanitarian situation, which has been described so 
vividly today in this debate, as we know, in Gaza, remains catastrophic. … We welcome 
the agreement in the ceasefire to facilitate Palestinian civilians to return safely to northern 
Gaza. The UK has made it clear, including during talks at the UN Security Council, that 
northern Gaza must not be cut off from the south. Palestinian civilians, including those 
evacuated from northern Gaza, must be permitted to return to their communities and 
rebuild. … 
379 The Welsh Government welcomed the announcement by the Disasters Emergency 
Committee late last year that conditions had improved sufficiently to enable it to launch an 
appeal. We immediately made a £100,000 donation towards the appeal, and we're pleased 
to be able to make a further £100,000 donation for essential humanitarian aid last 
month. … 
380 Llywydd, we also support part 3 of this motion. The Welsh Government has long 
recognised how important it is to use our legislative power to promote ethical procurement. 
… We continuously work to ensure that public money is spent in a responsible and ethical 
way within the context of our legal obligations … 
Llywydd, I was able to chair a meeting of the Faith Communities Forum last week with both 
381 Muslim and Jewish faith leaders, as well as other faith leaders, welcoming the news 
of the ceasefire and hostage releases, and it's vital that we continue to do what we can do 
to work with our communities here in Wales who have been affected by the horrors of the 
war, and our relationships with faith leaders is a critical part of this. … We're actively, and 
have been actively, supporting communities in Wales with Palestinian and Israeli links … 
382 But … religious hate crime has no place here in Wales … I do also thank Paul and 
also Peredur for reflecting on the recent release of Eli Sharabi, and his mother and father-
in-law, Gill and Pete Brisley, who live in Bridgend, working tirelessly to keep the world's 
eyes on his appalling captivity, and that of many others.  And  the  immense  pain  that  the  
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family has experienced will not subside, despite Eli's release. … 
 383 So, in conclusion, Llywydd, the Welsh Government continues to hope for the ceasefire 
to hold to enable the return of all the remaining hostages and the continued distribution of 
aid in Gaza. … 
384 I do hope we can come together today to unite, to unite in support of our calls in this 
Chamber today for lasting peace in the middle east. A two-state solution is the only way 
to ensure, in the longer term, peace and security for both Palestinians and Israelis, and it's 
essential that we continue to focus on turning this deal into a political process that leads 
to this two-state solution, and this deal will remain fragile. … 
386 This was starkly highlighted in the BBC2 documentary on life in Gaza … Many of us 
have seen it. If you haven't seen it, see it, watch it. With War through the eyes of a child, 
Abdullah, Renad and Zakaria led us through the horrors that they have experienced. We 
owe it to those children to unite and support for far, long-lasting peace. … 

 

389 Rhun ap Iorworth: … This debate today is an opportunity for us to make it clear that 
Wales refuses to be silent in the face of the horrors that we have seen in Gaza, what 
Amnesty International concluded is genocide, and that we in this Parliament must demand 
moral clarity and political action. We can't allow legal equivocation or political hesitation to 
stand in the way of justice. 
390 We've heard in this debate again today, haven't we, yes, of the horrors of 7 October 
2023, the indiscriminate slaughter of Israeli civilians. But we've also relived, haven't we, 
the disproportionate and unjust response—more than 60,000 Palestinians killed, including 
many thousands of children. We've heard of the deliberate destruction of hospitals, 
schools and refugee camps. We've heard of the obstruction of humanitarian aid, the 
starvation of an entire population, and the impending famine that aid agencies have 
warned is now unavoidable. These are not accidents of war, are they? These are 
deliberate war crimes. 
391 We've also heard of the growing efforts to expel Palestinians from their lands—a 
second Nakba, a forced displacement that would amount to ethnic cleansing. …. 
Palestinians do not want to leave Gaza. They do not want to be relocated. They want to 
live in dignity, in safety, in freedom, on their own land. … 
392 And finally, we must support communities here in Wales. On that, we must stand 
together. Those with Palestinian and Israeli families living in unimaginable fear and grief—
we must stand with them, ensuring they have the support and protection they need at this 
deeply traumatic time. … 

 

Voting Time 
 

398 Y Llywydd: The next series of votes is on item 7, the Plaid Cymru debate on Gaza. I 
call for a vote first of all on the motion without amendment, tabled in the name of Heledd 
Fychan. … In favour 11, no abstentions, 39 against. Therefore, the motion is not agreed.  

 

399 We will now vote on amendment 1, and, if amendment 1 is agreed, amendments 2, 3 
and 4 will be deselected. … In favour 13, no abstentions, 37 against. Therefore, 
amendment 1 is not agreed.  

 

400 Amendment 2 is next, in the name of Jane Hutt. … In favour 50, no abstentions, none 
against. Therefore, amendment 2 is agreed.  

 

401 Amendment 3 is next, again in the name of Jane Hutt. … In favour 38, one abstention, 
11 against. Therefore, the amendment is agreed.  

 

402 Amendment 4 is next, in the name of Jane Hutt. … In favour 37, no abstentions, 13 
against. Therefore, amendment 4 is agreed.  

 

403 The final vote is on the motion as amended. … 
404 In favour 37, no abstentions, 13 against, and therefore the motion as amended is 
agreed.  
To read the full transcript see 
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14839#A94584  
 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14839#A94584
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The Future Generations Commissioner’s letter, referred to above by Sioned Williams, can 
be read at 
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/news/letter-to-the-first-minister-calls-for-peace-in-palestine/  
 

The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, referred to above by Sioned 
Williams, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents  
 

The Lancet article referred to above by Mabon ap Gwynfor can be read at 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01169-3/fulltext  
 

The BBC documentary referred to above by Jane Hutt can be watched at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00285w7  
 
 

United Nations 

Interview: Young Palestinians in East Jerusalem shut out of UNRWA training centre 
The UN agency for Palestine refugees, UNRWA, condemned efforts by Israeli officials on 
Tuesday to shut down an UNRWA-run training centre in occupied East Jerusalem. 
Agency chief Philippe Lazzarini said that Israeli forces and personnel from the Jerusalem 
local authority “forcefully entered” the Kalandia Training Centre and ordered its immediate 
evacuation. 
“At least 350 students and 30 staff were present and impacted. Tear gas and sound bombs 
were fired,” Mr. Lazzarini explained. … 
… Roland Friedrich, Director of UNRWA affairs in the West Bank, spoke at length about 
the incidents and explained that the agency is committed to continuing its services. …  
After about three hours of discussions, Israeli security forces and the municipal 
representatives left, and we were able to resume education, but this was the first time that 
an educational installation in East Jerusalem was forcefully entered by Israeli security 
forces. 
And at the same time, in the morning, employees of the Israeli government paid visits to 
three schools in the occupied East Jerusalem and threatened to close them, asking for 
additional information, which was another breach of privileges and immunities of 
UNRWA. … 
On the 30th of January the Knesset legislation banning UNRWA entered fully into effect. 
There are six schools, three inside the barrier, three in Shu'fat Camp refugee camp on the 
Palestinian side of the barrier. 
There are two health centers, one in the old city of Jerusalem and the other one in Shu'fat 
Camp refugee camp, the rest of vocational training center in Kalandia. And finally, we have 
our headquarters in Sheikh Jarrah. When the bills came into effect, we continued to deliver 
our services to the patients and to the children. We also do the garbage collection in 
the Shu'fat refugee camp, and these basic services continue for the time being. 
Regarding our headquarters in East Jerusalem, we are asking staff not to work from there. 
Over the past 12 months, we've seen repeated aggressions, attacks, intimidation, 
vandalization, and after these bills were formally adopted, we saw another uptick in 
incidents. …  
These laws are in contravention of Israel's obligations as a Member State. The charter has 
a very clear provision on what is expected. Israel is party to the general Convention on 
Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, which foresees, of course, the obligation 
to protect UN facilities and to ensure that privileges and immunities are respected. 
This is extremely problematic both in terms of what international law has to say but also 
concerning our work on the ground. Another impact of those laws has been on the 
impediment of coordinating directly with Israeli duty bearers and particularly the Israeli 
military. That means at the moment, we can't speak to them, we can't deconflict, we can't  

 

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/news/letter-to-the-first-minister-calls-for-peace-in-palestine/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)01169-3/fulltext
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00285w7
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raise issues concerning our installations and we can't address access issues directly 
anymore. 
It's even more problematic because now we have an unprecedented situation of forcible 
displacement in the northern West Bank, with more than 40,000 people displaced because 
of heavily militarized Israeli security forces operations since the 21st of January. And that 
has never happened in the history of the West Bank since Israel's occupation that started 
in 1967. … 
In the OPT generally, UNRWA has long been the second biggest provider of education, 
and we do that in line with UN values, in line with UNESCO's standards. We have a very 
robust human rights tolerance-oriented curriculum, probably unique in the region. 
In the Gaza Strip, for instance, we used to provide education for more than 300,000 kids. 
Now, there are 600,000 children that have been out of education for more than a year and 
a half, deeply traumatized, living in misery. 
And everybody should have an interest to make sure that these children have access to 
education, quality education as quickly as possible. … 
When it comes to the West Bank, we have 50,000 children in our schools, mostly from 
poor backgrounds, living in areas of conflict, in areas where there's a lot of poverty, 
particularly the refugee camps. And we are continuing to provide those services, and we'll 
do that as long as possible.  
To read the full press release see 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/02/1160306  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 
and the obligation to ensure accountability and justice 
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/A-HRC-58-28-advance-edited-version.pdf  
 
 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 

Mass polio vaccination campaign to continue in the Gaza Strip 
The emergency polio outbreak response in the Gaza Strip is continuing, with a mass 
vaccination campaign scheduled from 22 to 26 February 2025. The novel oral polio 
vaccine type 2 (nOPV2) will be administered to over 591 000 children under 10 years of 
age to protect them from polio. … 
Two previous vaccination rounds in the Gaza Strip were successfully conducted in 
September and October 2024, reaching over 95% of the target. As poliovirus is found to 
remain in the environment, additional vaccination efforts are needed to reach every child 
and strengthen population immunity. The presence of the virus still poses a risk to children 
with low or no immunity, in Gaza and throughout the region.    
In 2024, health workers faced significant challenges accessing certain areas of central, 
north and south Gaza, which required special coordination to enter during the conflict. In 
inaccessible areas such as Jabalia, Beit Lahiya, and Beit Hanoun, where humanitarian 
pauses for the vaccination campaign were not assured, approximately 7 000 children 
missed vaccination during the second round. The recent ceasefire means health workers 
have considerably better access now.    
No additional polio cases have been reported since a ten-month-old child was paralyzed 
in August 2024, but the new environmental samples from Deir al Balah and Khan Younis, 
collected in December 2024 and January 2025, confirm poliovirus transmission. The strain 
detected is genetically linked to the poliovirus detected in the Gaza Strip in July 2024.  
The upcoming vaccination campaign aims  to  reach  all  children  under  10 years  of  age,  
 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/02/1160306
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/A-HRC-58-28-advance-edited-version.pdf
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including those previously missed, to close immunity gaps and end the outbreak. … 
The campaign will be led by the Palestinian Ministry of Health and implemented with 
support from the World Health Organization (WHO), United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) and 
other partners. … 
 To read the full press release see 
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-02-2025-mass-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-
continue-in-the-gaza-strip  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religion: Software 
Alex Easton (Independent) [30447] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, 
whether he has had discussions with his EU counterparts on potential restrictions on (a) 
Hallow and (b) other religious apps. 

Anneliese Dodds: The UK remains strongly committed to freedom of religion or 
belief (FoRB) for all abroad. It is our firm opinion that no one should live in fear 
because of what they do or do not believe in. We continue to champion the right to 
FoRB, whilst promoting tolerance and mutual respect, through our engagement in 
multilateral fora, including through our position at the UN and Article 18 Alliance. 
The development and use of religious apps presents both opportunities and risks 
for the enjoyment of human rights, including FoRB. It is important that we champion 
the positive potential of technology, whilst taking action to mitigate risks. We do this 
by working with international partners and through multilateral fora including the UN 
and regional organisations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30447  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0220.pdf  

 

https://www.who.int/news/item/19-02-2025-mass-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-continue-in-the-gaza-strip
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-02-2025-mass-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-continue-in-the-gaza-strip
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30447
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0220.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_0220.pdf
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Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
** Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59081/documents/6005  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0220.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 
 
 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/59081/documents/6005
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0220.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0220.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill 

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 9 days 
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

