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Council Tax: Ministers of Religion

Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [30475] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, what information her Department holds on the (a)
total amount of people who are exempted from paying council tax for religious reasons
and (b) estimated total value of council tax exemptions for religious reasons in each local
authority in the last financial year.

Jim McMahon: It is not true to say that individuals can be exempt from council tax

for religious reasons. A dwelling may be exempt from council tax where it is

unoccupied but is held for the purposes of being occupied by a minister, of any

religious denomination, in order for them to perform their duties.

Based on the latest available data 1,203 dwellings were in receipt of this exemption

in England in 2024. The Government does not collect data on the council tax

revenue foregone in providing this exemption.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30475

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Religion
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [30242] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 17 January 2025 to
Question 22646 on MHCLG: Religion, if she will list each of the individual faith days or
faith events recognised by her Department since 5 July 2024.
Alex Norris: This department recognises that there are many different religious
days and festivals throughout the year, and these can have different levels of
significance for people of faith. For major religious festivals, the government aims
to mark these appropriately through ministerial attendance at events, receptions or
through the department’s social media channels.
This department also recognises the importance of meaningful engagement as an


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30475
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

opportunity to reach out to our faith communities and celebrate their invaluable
contribution to life in our country. My ministerial colleague, Lord Khan of Burnley,
in his first six months as Faith Minister, was proud to have engaged with all faith
groups in the UK.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30142

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22646

Non-crime Hate Incidents
Jim Shannon (DUP) [30097] To ask the Secretary of State for Justice, how many
convictions there have been for hate crime in the last 12 months.
Nicholas Dakin: The Ministry of Justice publishes data on convictions for a large
range of offences at criminal courts in England and Wales in the Outcomes by
Offences data tool, that can be downloaded from the Criminal Justice Statistics
landing page here: Criminal Justice Statistics.
Convictions for selected racial and religiously aggravated crimes can be identified
by filtering on the HO offence code. Other offences contained within the Outcomes
by Offences data tool may be related to hate crimes, including different strands of
hate crimes, but are not identifiable from data held centrally.
Crown Prosecution Service performance data which includes convictions data
pertaining to hate crime flagged offences is available here: CPS data summary
Quarter 2 2024-2025.
The published offence-level data reflects the offence wording as set out in
legislation. The published volumes will not include all racially or religiously
motivated offences. In addition, other aggravating factors which contribute to the
commissioning of an offence are not identifiable from the published Ministry of
Justice convictions data.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30097

Non-crime Hate Incidents
John Hayes (Conservative) [30042] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, if she will publish an anonymised list of Non Crime Hate Incidents investigated
by police forces in England and Wales.
Diana Johnson: The Home Office does not currently centrally collate information
on non-crime hate incidents (NCHIs) recorded or investigated by individual police
forces — this data is held by individual forces.
The Home Secretary has been clear that a consistent and common-sense approach
must be taken with NCHIs. The Government has also been clear that its top priority
for policing is delivering on the safer streets mission to rebuild neighbourhood
policing, restoring public confidence, and making progress on the ambition to halve
knife crime and violence against women and girls.
The Home Office has agreed that the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC),
supported by the College of Policing, will conduct a review on the use and
effectiveness of NCHIs, including looking at force-level data.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30042

Out-of-school Education
Lord Jackson of Peterborough (Conservative) [HL4753] To ask His Majesty's
Government what consideration they have given to concerns expressed by the president
of the British Rabbinical Union’s on the potential impact of clauses 25 and 26 of the
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Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill on Jewish and other religious education.
Baroness Smith of Malvern: The department respects the work of yeshivas and
other institutions in providing education to the Jewish community.
Parents are legally allowed to educate their children at home, providing this
education is suitable. However, the department is aware of rising numbers of
children not on a school roll due to them either being home educated, attending full-
time non-school alternative provision or missing education completely, and we are
concerned that some of these children may not be receiving a suitable education
or known to the local authority at all.
As part of the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill, the government will introduce
compulsory Children Not in School registers in every local authority in England.
These measures will help authorities to identify children that need support and to
take prompt, appropriate action when needed.
The government’s proposal to require registration with the local authority will not
interfere with parents’ right to educate their child in a way and with methods as they
think best and appropriate, provided that the education being received by the child
is suitable.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/h14753

The concerns of the British Rabbinical Union referred to above can be read at
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58032/documents/5735

and

https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58441/documents/5843

and

https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58429/documents/5838

The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill, referred to above, can be read at
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/240177.pdf

The following two questions both received the same answer
Non-crime Hate Incidents: Children

Lord Young of Acton (Conservative) [HL4677] To ask His Majesty's Government how
many non-crime hate incidents have been recorded by police forces in (1) England, and
(2) Wales, in relation to the behaviour of under 18-year-olds since the publication of Non-
Crime Hate Incidents: Code of Practice on the Recording and Retention of Personal Data
and the updated Authorised Professional Practice Guidance by the College of Policing,
both published in June 2023.
Lord Young of Acton (Conservative) [HL4678] To ask His Majesty's Government,
following Non-Crime Hate Incidents: Code of Practice on the Recording and Retention of
Personal Data, published in June 2023, whether police forces in (1) England, and (2)
Wales, have deleted historic non-crime hate incidents recorded in relation to the behaviour
of under18-year-olds before the new Code of Practice was introduced in June 2023, given
the higher standards for collection and retention with respect to children in the new
guidance.

Lord Hanson of Flint: The Home Office does not currently collate data on the

number of non-crime hate incidents (NCHIs). This data should be held at a force

level.

The Non-Crime Hate Incidents Code of Practice already makes clear that where

incidents are reported in schools or between school-aged children, an NCHI record

“should not be made on policing systems, and the personal data of the subject

should not be recorded”.

The Home Office has agreed that the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC),

supported by the College of Policing, will conduct a review on the use and

effectiveness of NCHls, including looking at the relevant force-level data.
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and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/h14678

The Code of Practice referred to above can be read at
https://www.qgov.uk/government/publications/non-crime-hate-incidents-code-of-
practice/non-crime-hate-incidents-code-of-practice-on-the-recording-and-retention-of-
personal-data-accessible

The Guidance referred to above can be read at
https://www.college.police.uk/app/major-investigation-and-public-protection/hate-crime

Regulator investigates charity over financial controls

The Charity Commission has opened a statutory inquiry to examine ongoing regulatory
concerns regarding the trustees’ management and administration of Zlotchiv (charity
register number 1181876).
The charity, which is a charitable incorporated organisation, awards grants for the
advancement of Jewish faith and education as well as for the relief of those in need.
Zlotchiv’s trustees have failed to meaningfully engage and cooperate with the Commission
about regulatory concerns, which has resulted in the regulator escalating a compliance
case to a statutory inquiry.
The Commission’s concerns are about irregularities in the charity’s financial management,
including a series of bounced cheques from the charity’s bank account alongside
payments, which appear to be related party payments, that were not disclosed by the
charity in its annual returns. ...
The inquiry will examine if the trustees are complying with their legal duties in respect of
the administration, governance and management of the charity, with particular regard to:

¢ the charity’s financial management, including the charity’s viability, the extent of any

related party transactions and unauthorised trustee personal benefit
o the trustees’ compliance with the charity’s governing document
¢ the extent to which any failings or weaknesses identified in the administration of the
charity are a result of misconduct and/or mismanagement by the trustees

The scope of the inquiry may be extended if additional regulatory issues emerge during
the Commission’s investigation. ...
To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/requlator-investigates-charity-over-financial-
controls

Tell MAMA Records the Highest Number of Anti-Muslim Hate Cases in 2024 Since
Its Founding

... Between 2023 and 2024, Tell MAMA received 10,719 cases out of which 9,604 were
verified cases of anti-Muslim hate that were overwhelmingly reported in by British Muslims
in the United Kingdom. ...

o 2024 saw the highest number of anti-Muslim hate cases recorded by Tell MAMA in
any year, since the founding of the project in 2011/2012. This amounted to 6,313
cases of anti-Muslim hate reported to Tell MAMA, a rise of 165% of verified cases
reported in since 2022 and in just 2 years.

e Tell MAMA recorded a 120% increase in street based cases since 2022.
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Data shows an 103% increase in targeted anti-Muslim hate towards people who are
visibly Muslim when comparing 2023 and 2024 data sources.
There has been a large rise in the categorisation of ‘threatening behaviour’ in street
based cases. This amounts to a 715% increase in such cases between 2023 and
2024. ...
Post October 7th 2023, Tell MAMA received the highest number of online anti-
Muslim hate reports with a 1,619% increase, when compared to online cases
received prior to October 7th. The Middle East conflict super-fuelled online anti-
Muslim hate. ...
In 2024, Tell MAMA recorded 2,307 (verified) cases of online anti-Muslim hate that
were reported in, the majority of which were reported in after the 29th of July 2024
and after the brutal murder of Bebe King, Elsie Dot Stancombe and Alice Dasilva
Aguias.
This demonstrates a 34% increase in online anti-Muslim hate cases reported to Tell
MAMA when comparing 2023 and 2024. ...
e There has been a stark rise in the intensification of language calling for the banning
and removal of British Muslims from the political life of the United Kingdom. ...
Commenting on these findings, the Director of Tell MAMA, Iman Atta OBE said: “... As
anti-Muslim hate continues to be felt by a greater number of British Muslims, both at a
street and online level, our work and support for victims of anti-Muslim hate is needed now
more than ever. We are at a nexus point where it is clear that anti-Muslim hate needs a
coordinated action by His Majesty’s Government.”
“The rise in anti-Muslim hate is unacceptable, and this is deeply concerning for the
future. We should never allow such hatred and intolerance to take root in our communities.
We urge the public to stand together against hatred and extremism and we urge those in
positions of influence and public authority to consider how their language risk stereotyping
communities and how it unduly influence discussions online and offline”.
To read the full press release see
https://tellmamauk.org/tell-mama-records-the-highest-number-of-anti-muslim-hate-cases-
in-2024-since-its-founding/

The New Norm of Anti-Muslim Hate
https://tellmamauk.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/ TheNewNormofAnti-MuslimHate-
TellMAMAReport2025.pdf

TOP

Israel

House of Commons Written Answer

UNRWA: Finance
Peter Bedford (Conservative) [30289] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will review the Government's funding to
UNRWA.
Hamish Falconer: The UK has committed £41 million for the United Nations Relief
and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) this financial
year to support the humanitarian response in Gaza and deliver essential services
to Palestine refugees in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) and the region.
The E3 statement of 31 January sets out the UK's position, alongside France and
Germany. We continue to urge the Government of Israel to work with international
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partners, including the UN, to ensure continuity of operations in the OPTs. No other
entity currently has the capacity or infrastructure to replace UNRWA's mandate and
experience. £1 million of our funding to UNRWA this year is supporting the
implementation of the Colonna Report's recommendations to ensure UNRWA
commits to its neutrality obligations.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30289

The E3 statement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
leqgislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near

The Colonna Report, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.orq/files/2024/04/unrwa independent review on neutrality.pdf

House of Lords Written Answer

Racial Discrimination

Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick (Labour) [HL4710] To ask His Majesty's Government
what assessment they have made of levels of anti-Palestinian racism in the media and
political discourse; and what steps they are taking to reduce levels of anti-Palestinian
racism.

Lord Hanson of Flint: The Government strongly opposes all forms of racism, and

is committed to promoting tolerant society for people of all ethnicities, religions and

nationalities.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-04/h14710

Welsh Senedd Motions

Heledd Fychan (Plaid Cymru) [NDM8830] To propose that the Senedd:

1. Reaffirms:

a) the Senedd’s condemnation of Hamas’s attacks on Israeli civilians on 7 October 2023
and Israel's military response, which has led to more than 60,000 Palestinian deaths and
left millions of civilians in Gaza in urgent need of humanitarian aid contrary to international
law; and

b) the Senedd’s support for a permanent ceasefire, full humanitarian access, the return of
hostages and prisoners, and a just and lasting peace through a two-state solution.

2. Calls on the UK Government to:

a) support the work of the ICC in holding to account both Israeli and Hamas leaders
accused of committing war crimes;

b) condemn President Trump’s proposals to depopulate Gaza as ethnic cleansing; and

c) suspend all arms exports to Israel in line with international law

3. Calls on the Welsh Government to:

a) review public sector procurement and investments to ensure that ethical standards are
upheld;

b) commit further humanitarian support for Gaza; and

c) support communities in Wales with Palestinian and Israeli links.
https://record.senedd.wales/Motion/8830

Amendment 1

Paul Davies (Conservative) [NDM8830 — 1] Delete all and replace with:

To propose that the Senedd:

1. Regrets the deaths of innocent Israeli and Palestinian civilians and the devastating
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human impact as a result of the conflict in Gaza following Hamas-led terror attacks and
hostage taking on 7 October 2023.
2. Supports efforts to ensure that humanitarian aid is urgently provided to those in need.
3. Reaffirms the support of the Senedd for the release of all remaining hostages, a
permanent ceasefire, and a two-state solution in order to achieve lasting peace in the
region.
https://record.senedd.wales/Motion/8830#A1

Amendment 2

Jane Hutt (Labour, Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip)
[NDM8830 — 2] Add as new sub-point at the end of point 1:

the UK government’s position that Palestinian civilians must be able to return to their
homes and rebuild their lives.

https://record.senedd.wales/Motion/8830#A2

Amendment 3

Jane Hutt (Labour, Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip)
[NDM8830 — 3]

Delete point 2.

https://record.senedd.wales/Motion/8830#A3

Amendment 4

Jane Hutt (Labour, abinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip)
[NDM8830 — 4] Add as new sub-point at the end of point 3:

support the rule of law and the work of the ICC.
https://record.senedd.wales/Motion/8830#A4

UN Office of the High commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Experts urge humane treatment and immediate release of Israeli hostages and
arbitrarily detained Palestinians

Human rights experts have repeatedly condemned the mistreatment of Palestinian
detainees and Israeli hostages. Today they denounced the degrading public display by
Hamas of Israeli hostages released in Gaza on 8 and 15 February 2025.

‘International humanitarian law prohibits ‘outrages upon personal dignity, in particular
humiliating and degrading treatment’. Parading hostages as trophies of war, in a
propaganda spectacle, clearly violates this rule. It is also distressing to their families,” the
experts said.

They noted that some of those released were coerced into holding certificates on stage
and conducting interviews on Hamas television testifying to good treatment, beneath
political banners and surrounded by armed militants. An earlier release saw an intimidating
scene of a young female hostage shoved by a crowd.

Three of those released on 8 February appeared malnourished. “Humanitarian law
requires humane treatment of all detainees. The physical condition of the hostages
suggests serious mistreatment,” the experts said.

The experts stressed that violations of humanitarian law provisions are war crimes and
further violate the absolute prohibition on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.

They recalled that international humanitarian law prohibits and criminalises hostage-taking.
It is also a crime in non-international armed conflict under the 1979 International
Convention on the Taking of Hostages.

“Hostage taking negates the humanity of victims and is agonising for their loved ones. No
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one should be treated as a means to a political end. All people arbitrarily deprived of liberty
must be immediately and unconditionally released,” the experts said.

UN experts have repeatedly condemned the taking of hostages since it first occurred. Six
groups of hostages of Israeli and other nationalities have been released since the ceasefire
commenced and 70 of the 251 people taken hostage have not been released and 34 of
these are reportedly deceased.

They have also repeatedly condemned Israel’s mistreatment and abuses of Palestinian
detainees, including starvation, beatings and sexual violence, which may amount to torture
or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and war crimes. “Israel has
detained thousands of Palestinians since 7 October 2023,” the experts said. “In many
cases their detention has been arbitrary and incommunicado, along with dozens of
reported enforced disappearances. Perpetrators of all international crimes must be held
accountable.”

“We urge both Israel and Palestinian armed groups to release all those illegally detained
and immediately permit unfettered access to all detainees by the International Committee
of the Red Cross, provide necessary medical care, and enable contact with their families,”
they said.

The experts called on all parties to respect the three stages of the ceasefire agreement,
ensure the continuing release of all hostages and Palestinians arbitrarily detained, reveal
the fate and whereabouts of all forcibly disappeared persons, respectfully return the
deceased to their families, ensure the entry of humanitarian aid, and permit the return of
displaced Palestinians.

“‘Decades of brutal violence and dehumanisation in the context of Israel’s prolonged
occupation has not guaranteed security for anyone in the region,” the experts said. “We
urge independent investigations and accountability for all violations, and a comprehensive
political settlement based on full respect for international law.”
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/experts-urge-humane-treatment-and-
immediate-release-israeli-hostages-and

The International Convention on the Taking of Hostages, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/Special/1979%20International%20Convention
%20aqgainst%20the %20 Taking%200f%20Hostages.pdf
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Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
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Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP
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Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes in 10 days
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP
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