
 1 

                                                                             18 February 2025 
                              Issue 2,915 

 
 

 
 

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 
 

Contents 
Home Affairs Relevant Legislation 

Israel Consultations 

Foreign Affairs Back issues 

 
 

Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Death Certificates 

Lisa Smart (Liberal Democrat) [29570] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, what steps his Department is taking to ensure that the process of issuing 
death certificates following the change to the responsibilities of medical examiners on 9 
September 2024 does not lead to undue delays in families being able to arrange funerals. 
Mark Pritchard (Conservative) [30067] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and 
Social Care, if he will make an assessment of the adequacy of the time taken for medical 
examiners to issue death certificates. 

Ashley Dalton: The Government is monitoring the impact of the death certification 
reforms, including the Medical Certificate of Cause of Death Regulations 2024, 
which came into legal effect on 9 September 2024. Early data indicates the median 
time taken to register a death appears to have risen by one day, from seven days 
to eight days. This figure is for all deaths, as it includes those certified by a doctor 
and those investigated by a coroner. The average time taken to register has 
increased further over the recent Christmas weeks, but this was expected given 
increases are observed during this period every year; the average is expected to 
decrease again as more data becomes available for January and February 2025. 
The median time taken to register a death varies depending on the type of 
certification. Deaths certified by a doctor, that comprise approximately 80% of 
deaths registered each week, have typically had a median time to registration of 
seven days. We note that the medical examiner system was active on a non-
statutory basis before the introduction of the statutory system on 9 September 
2024, and this makes direct ‘before’ and ‘after’ comparisons challenging to draw 
conclusions from. 
The core purposes of the death certification reforms are to introduce scrutiny of the 
cause of death to detect and deter malpractice, to improve reporting, and crucially 
to put the bereaved at the centre of the process by offering a conversation with the 
medical  examiner  about  the  cause  of  death.  The  expectation  on  doctors  and  
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medical examiners is clear, that they should complete certification as quickly and 
efficiently as possible, and the Government is working with all stakeholders to make 
sure this is the case. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29570 
and  
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30067  
 

The Medical Certificate of Cause of Death Regulations 2024, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/492/contents  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Circumcision: Babies and Children 
Lord Scriven (Liberal Democrat) [HL4819] To ask His Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of the case of R v Mohammad Siddiqui [2025], in particular 
the remarks of HHJ Lucas KC that “safeguards and protections must now be put in place 
and put in place as a matter of urgency, to ensure that babies and young children are 
protected” from ritual circumcision. 

Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: The Ministry of Justice has no responsibility for 
non-therapeutic male circumcision or its regulation. The Government does, 
however, understand and sympathise with the children and their families who 
experience harm or trauma as a result of the behaviour of unregulated and 
irresponsible practitioners. It is important that those who engage in these activities, 
and do not comply with the required regulations, are brought to justice. 
Male circumcision performed for any other reason than a physical clinical need is 
termed as “non-therapeutic male circumcision”. The Government is aware that 
parents for religious reasons, or to incorporate a child into a community, may 
request such a procedure. The Government would encourage all parents to ensure 
that in seeking such a procedure, that they discuss the matter first with their GP or 
healthcare practitioner. 
Where a registered healthcare professional wishes to carry out non-therapeutic 
male circumcision, they must be registered with the Care Quality Commission to 
carry out the regulated activity of surgical procedures. Even where a healthcare 
professional is acting in a religious or spiritual role, they cannot ‘opt out’ of their 
core duties and responsibilities. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/hl4819  
 

The judgement and sentencing remarks referred to above are no longer available online. 
To read information about the case see 
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/former-surgeon-jailed-five-and-half-years-after-
admitting-offences-including-assault  
 
 

Scottish Government 

Burial regulations: guidance  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/burial-regulations-guidance/  

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29570
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30067
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/492/contents
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/hl4819
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/former-surgeon-jailed-five-and-half-years-after-admitting-offences-including-assault
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/former-surgeon-jailed-five-and-half-years-after-admitting-offences-including-assault
https://www.gov.scot/publications/burial-regulations-guidance/
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Israel 

See also Commons written answers 29720 and 29721 “International Criminal Court: 
Arrest Warrants” that are included in the Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Business: Israeli Settlements 
Andy Slaughter (Labour) [30064] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade, 
whether it is his policy to not (a) encourage and (b) support UK businesses seeking 
involvement in (i) economic and (ii) financial activities in Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. 

Douglas Alexander: The UK government has a clear position that Israeli 
settlements are illegal under international law, constitute an obstacle to peace and 
threaten a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We do not encourage 
or offer support to economic and financial activity in the settlements, and our 
commitment to a two-state solution is unwavering, as is our commitment to 
international law. We advise British businesses to consider the UK government's 
stance towards settlements when considering their investments and activities in the 
region. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30064  
 

Israeli Settlements: Business 
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [30560] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made an assessment of the 
potential merits of taking(a) legislative and (b) regulatory steps to prohibit UK (i) nationals, 
(ii) companies and (iii) financial institutions from conducting business (A) in and (B) with 
illegal Israeli settlements. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK Government considers Israeli settlements illegal under 
international law and goods produced in these settlements are not entitled to benefit 
from tariff and trade preferences under the UK's current trade agreements with the 
Palestinian Authority and Israel. 
We support accurate labelling of settlement goods, so as not to mislead the 
consumer. We routinely update our guidance to British businesses on the Overseas 
Business Risk website and advise them to bear in mind the UK Government's view 
on the illegality of settlements under international law when considering their 
investments and activities in the region. 
On 15 October, the Foreign Secretary announced new sanctions targeting three 
illegal settler outposts and four organisations that have supported and sponsored 
violence against communities in the West Bank. The Government does not 
comment on future sanctions measures, as to do so would reduce their impact. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30560  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-
organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank  
 

Israeli Settlements: Occupied Territories 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30563] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made representations to his US 
counterpart on the revocation of sanctions against Israeli settlers in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories; and what assessment he has made of the potential impact of that 
decision on UK sanctions. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30064
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30560
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-uk-sanctions-target-illegal-outposts-and-organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank
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Hamish Falconer: As the Prime Minister said in the House on 22nd January, we 
are deeply concerned by what is happening in the West Bank. The Government 
continues to engage with the US at all levels on all our priorities, including security 
and stability in the Middle East. Sanctions are part of wider UK efforts to support a 
more stable West Bank and help bring accountability to those who have supported 
and perpetrated heinous abuses of human rights in the West Bank. Sanctions 
remain part of our broader political strategy and are designed to effect change, to 
pressurise, and send a clear signal regarding behaviours. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30563  
 

The Prime Minister’s comments referred to above can be read at  
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-
1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-B4E5E851-256E-4EC6-ACF2-CA528402C65C  
 

Palestinians: Sovereignty 
Tom Morrison (Liberal Democrat) [29635] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will recognise Palestine as a state. 

Hamish Falconer: We support a two-state solution that guarantees security and 
stability for both the Israeli and Palestinian people. We must see Palestinians able 
to live and prosper in their homelands. We oppose moving Palestinians in Gaza to 
neighbouring Arab states against their will. There must be no forced displacement 
of Palestinians, nor any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. Palestinian 
civilians should be able to return to and rebuild their homes and their lives. We must 
give the people of the West Bank and Gaza the political perspective of a credible 
route to a Palestinian state and a new future, and it needs to be irreversible. Our 
long-standing position has been that we will recognise a Palestinian State at a time 
that is most conducive to the peace process. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29635  
 

Gaza: USA 
Adrian Ramsay (Green) [29667] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his US 
counterpart on President Trump's proposals for the US to (a) takeover and (b) own Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary had a call with Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio on 27 January, prior to President Trump's comments on Gaza. The readout 
is available on gov.uk. We will continue to engage with the US Administration 
across the spectrum of foreign policy issues, including the situation in Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Our priority in Gaza remains 
sustaining the fragile ceasefire, ensuring that all the hostages are released, 
increasing the supply of aid, and breaking the ongoing cycle of violence in pursuit 
of a permanent, sustainable peace 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29667  
 

President Trump’s proposals referred to above can be read at 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-
us-will-take-over-gaza/ 
 

Gaza: Palestinians 
Siân Berry (Green) [29268] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his US counterpart on the US 
President's proposals on the transfer of Palestinians from Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary had a call with Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio on 27 January, prior to President Trump's comments on Gaza. The readout 
is available on gov.uk.  We  continue  to  engage  closely  with the US Administration  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30563
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-B4E5E851-256E-4EC6-ACF2-CA528402C65C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-B4E5E851-256E-4EC6-ACF2-CA528402C65C
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29635
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29667
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
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across the spectrum of issues related to the situation in Gaza and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories (OPTs). Our priority in Gaza remains sustaining the fragile 
ceasefire, ensuring that all the hostages are released, increasing the supply of aid, 
and breaking the ongoing cycle of violence in pursuit of a permanent, sustainable 
peace. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29268 
 

President Trump’s proposals referred to above can be read at 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-
us-will-take-over-gaza/ 

 

The readout referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/readout-foreign-secretary-meeting-with-us-
secretary-of-state  
 

Gaza: Hostage Taking 
Adrian Ramsay (Green) [29356] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential 
impact of comments made by US President Trump about Gaza on the current schedule 
for the release of hostages under the Gaza ceasefire. 

Hamish Falconer: The new US administration played an integral role in negotiating 
the ceasefire agreement, alongside Qatar and Egypt. The Prime Minister reiterated 
his thanks for these efforts in his call with President Trump on 26 January. The 
government will continue to work with the US to sustain the fragile ceasefire, ensure 
that all the hostages are released, increase the supply of aid, and break the ongoing 
cycle of violence in pursuit of a permanent, sustainable peace. As the Foreign 
Secretary has emphasised, we continue to call for the immediate release of all 
hostages 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29356  
 

President Trump’s comments referred to above can be read at 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-
us-will-take-over-gaza/ 
 

Gaza: Palestinians 
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) 29174] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential 
implications for his policies of President Trump's remarks on the future of Gaza and the 
Palestinian people made on 4 February 2024. 

Hamish Falconer: The government's objective remans a negotiated two-state 
solution, with a sovereign Palestinian state, which includes the West Bank and 
Gaza, alongside a safe and secure Israel. In order to deliver this, it is clear that 
Palestinian civilians must be permitted to return to their communities in Gaza and 
rebuild and that there can be no forcible transfer of Gazans from or within Gaza, 
nor any reduction in the territory of the Gaza Strip. The UK will continue to work 
closely with the US to sustain the fragile ceasefire, ensure that all the hostages are 
released, increase the supply of aid, and break the ongoing cycle of violence in 
pursuit of a permanent, sustainable peace. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29174  
 

President Trump’s remarks referred to above can be read at 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-
us-will-take-over-gaza/  
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29268
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/readout-foreign-secretary-meeting-with-us-secretary-of-state
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/readout-foreign-secretary-meeting-with-us-secretary-of-state
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29356
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29174
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
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The following two questions both received the same answer 
Gaza: Palestinians 

Carla Denyer (Green) [29275] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, if he will take steps to oppose any (a) forcible displacement and 
(b) ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from Gaza. 

Gaza: Ceasefires 
Ellie Chowns (Green) [29340] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, if he has made an assessment of the potential impact of 
statements on Gaza by President Trump on 4 February 2025 on the temporary Gaza 
ceasefire deal. 

Hamish Falconer: The Government's objective remans a negotiated two-state 
solution, with a sovereign Palestinian state, which includes the West Bank and 
Gaza, alongside a safe and secure Israel. In order to deliver this, it is clear that 
Palestinian civilians must be permitted to return to their communities in Gaza and 
rebuild and that there can be no forcible transfer of Gazans from or within Gaza, 
nor any reduction in the territory of the Gaza Strip. The new US administration 
played an integral role in negotiating the ceasefire agreement, alongside Qatar and 
Egypt. The UK will continue to work closely with the US to sustain the fragile 
ceasefire, ensure that all the hostages are released, increase the supply of aid, and 
break the ongoing cycle of violence in pursuit of a permanent, sustainable peace. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29275  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29340  
 

President Trump’s remarks referred to above can be read at 
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-
us-will-take-over-gaza/ 
 

Gaza: Human Rights 
Martin Wrigley (Liberal Democrat) [29801] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will take steps to help protect the rights of 
residents in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: Gaza lies in ruins, and it is crucial we move through the phases 
of the current ceasefire agreement to the reconstruction of Gaza. That is the 
guarantee that there is a future for Palestinians in their home. We've always been 
clear in our belief that we must see two states. We must see Palestinians able to 
live and prosper in their homelands. We oppose moving Palestinians in Gaza to 
neighbouring Arab states against their will. There must be no forced displacement 
of Palestinians, nor any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. Palestinian 
civilians should be able to return to and rebuild their homes and their lives. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29801  
 

Gaza: Death 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [30530] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made an estimate of the lives 
lost in Gaza since 7 October 2023. 

Hamish Falconer: Since October 2023, over 47,000 have been killed in Gaza and 
more than 90% of the population has been displaced, many people repeatedly so. 
Like many of our partners, the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
uses United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
figures to report on daily casualties in the current Gaza conflict. OCHA draws on 
figures issued from the Gazan Ministry of Health (MoH), which collates information 
on casualty statistics using a health information system derived from eight major 
hospitals across Gaza. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29275
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-05/29340
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/full-text-trump-at-press-conference-with-netanyahu-says-us-will-take-over-gaza/
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29801
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30530  
 

Gaza: Energy and Water Supply 
Sarah Champion (Labour) [29899] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to Answer of 6 February 2025 to 
Question 27260 on Gaza: Energy and Water Supply, if he will request that the funding 
supplied to the World Bank for the construction and restoration of critical energy and waste 
infrastructure in Gaza will be tendered to Gaza-owned construction companies. 

Hamish Falconer: According to the World Bank's Procurement Regulations, 
eligible firms and individuals from all countries are allowed to offer goods, works, 
non-consulting services, and consulting services for Bank-financed projects 
globally. This means that suppliers or contractors based in Gaza have the same 
rights as those from other regions to participate in bids targeting Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-07/29899  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Gaza: Israel 
Baroness Helic (Conservative) [HL4641] To ask His Majesty's Government what steps 
they have taken to support measures to document the locations of reported mass graves 
in Gaza; and what representations they have made to, or received from, the International 
Commission on Missing Persons regarding the protection of such sites, conducting 
investigations, and facilitating the reliable identification of human remains. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: We have not made, or received, representations from 
the International Commission of Missing Persons. It has not been possible to send 
equipment to Gaza, required to conduct such investigations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/hl4641  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Executive Committee Business 

Supply Resolution For The Northern Ireland Spring Supplementary Estimates 2024-
2025 
5.15pm Gerry Carroll (People Before Profit Alliance): … There has been an £8·9 million 
allocation from the UK's Shared Prosperity Fund to DFE, including Invest NI. It has been 
raised in recent days that Invest NI has given £20 million to three companies that allegedly 
produce F-35 war planes, so not only is public money not being spent well but that 
connection to the war machine in Israel is really concerning. I urge Ministers to address 
that urgently. … 

5.30pm The Minister for Finance (John O’Dowd): … Mr Carroll raised a number 
of points about Invest NI and claims of funding Israeli war planes. I have seen no 
evidence to support that. The Minister for the Economy has reiterated Invest NI's 
position on that and, indeed, has asked Invest NI to go back and double-check. As 
with any claim, unless there is evidence to support that claim, we should be hesitant 
in making it. … 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/17&docID=
427947#4802512 

 
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-10/30530
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-07/29899
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/hl4641
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/17&docID=427947#4802512
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/17&docID=427947#4802512
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UNRWA 

Statement by Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-General of UNRWA, at the Fourth 
Meeting of the Global Alliance for the Implementation of the Two-State Solution 
… The Israeli legislation targeting UNRWA’s operations in the occupied Palestinian 
territory is now being implemented. … 
UNRWA was compelled to evacuate its compound in Sheikh Jarrah, which remains a 
United Nations building, protected under international law.  
International staff have been effectively expelled from the occupied West Bank.  
The courage and commitment of our Palestinian staff have allowed UNRWA schools and 
health clinics to remain open, providing essential services to Palestine Refugees.  
In East Jerusalem, attendance rates at our schools are averaging 80 percent and hundreds 
of people visit our health centers daily.  
UNRWA’s operations in Gaza are also continuing.  
A core team of international staff is present, but Israel no longer facilitates their entry and 
exit via the Kerem Abu Salem crossing.  
It is unclear to what extent our ability to operate will be further constrained by the prohibition 
on contact between UNRWA representatives and Israeli officials. … 
The ceasefire is a welcome respite from the horrors of the war in Gaza.  
We are heartened by the return of hostages and Palestinian detainees to their families.   
We welcome the marked improvement in the flow of humanitarian aid. … 
Since the ceasefire began, we have distributed food to more than 1.5 million people.  
We conduct some 17,000 medical consultations every day, and have expanded our health 
services, including to Gaza City and North Gaza.  
In January, we launched an online learning platform, which has already registered more 
than 260,000 children – half of them girls.  
Curtailing UNRWA’s operations now – when needs are so high, and trust in the 
international community is so low – is counterproductive.  
It has the potential to sabotage Gaza’s recovery and plans for a political transition. … 
The collapse of the Agency would create a vacuum in the occupied Palestinian territory 
and send shockwaves through neighbouring countries.   
An environment in which children are deprived of education, and people lack access to 
basic services, is fertile ground for exploitation and extremism.  
This is a threat to peace and stability in the region and beyond. … 
Today, you will hear from my colleagues how UNRWA’s critical services, personnel and 
assets can be handed over in the context of a political process.  
Developing the capacity of Palestinian personnel and institutions will be the cornerstone 
of our approach.   
The transition of education services would span several years.  
In addition to incrementally handing over schools and personnel, UNRWA would train 
teachers to use UNRWA materials on human rights, tolerance, and conflict resolution.   
We would also provide access to self-learning materials for emergencies and our IT 
infrastructure to facilitate digital education. … 
Our network of health centres and highly trained workforce make UNRWA a vital partner 
in any transition. … 
UNRWA is a formidable asset for ensuring a viable political transition that can provide a 
definitive answer to the question of Palestine.  
Embedding the Agency in a political process will help to protect Palestine Refugees and 
maintain the long-established parameters for peace in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-
commissioner-general-unrwa-fourth-meeting  

 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-commissioner-general-unrwa-fourth-meeting
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-commissioner-general-unrwa-fourth-meeting
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Children and young people in East Jerusalem denied of their right to education in 
UNRWA schools 
Today, Israeli Forces and personnel from the Jerusalem Municipality have forcefully 
entered the UNRWA Kalandia Training Centre and ordered its immediate evacuation. 
At least 350 students and 30 staff were present and impacted. Tear gas and sound bombs 
were fired. 
Also, this morning, Israeli police officers, accompanied by staff from the Jerusalem 
Municipality went to UNRWA schools ordering their closure. 
Today’s incidents have impacted 250 children in three UNRWA schools in East Jerusalem, 
+350 trainees in the Kalandia Training Centre, a large United Nations compound. 
This is a violation of the basic right to education as well as of United Nations privileges 
and immunities. 
Children’s access to education must be preserved and United Nations facilities must be 
protected and respected at all times wherever they are. 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/children-and-young-people-east-
jerusalem-denied-their-right-education  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

International Criminal Court: Arrest Warrants 
Ben Maguire (Liberal Democrat) [29720] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will ensure that (a) warrants requested by 
the International Criminal Court are prepared promptly and (b) he is aware of potential 
visits by individuals subject to International Criminal Court scrutiny. 

Stephen Doughty: We respect the independence of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) which is the primary international institution for investigating and 
prosecuting the most serious crimes of international concern. There is a domestic 
legal process through our independent courts that determines whether to endorse 
an ICC arrest warrant in accordance with the UK's ICC Act 2001. The Government 
is unaware of any planned visits to the UK by individuals subject to ICC arrest 
warrants. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29720   
 

International Criminal Court: Arrest Warrants 
Ben Maguire (Liberal Democrat) [29721] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what the expected timeframe is between an ICC 
arrest warrant being issued and an arrest being made in the UK; and whether any 
preparatory legal or operational steps can be taken in advance of an individual's arrival in 
the UK to ensure immediate enforcement upon entry. 

Stephen Doughty: We respect the independence of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) which is the primary international institution for investigating and 
prosecuting the most serious crimes of international concern. There is a domestic 
legal process through our independent courts that determines whether to endorse 
an ICC arrest warrant in accordance with the UK's ICC Act 2001. The process has 
not been used to date because the UK has never been visited by an individual 
subject to an ICC arrest warrant. An individual subject to an ICC arrest warrant 
must be in the UK for any arrest to be made. The Government is unaware of any 
planned visits to the UK by individuals subject to ICC arrest warrants. 

 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/children-and-young-people-east-jerusalem-denied-their-right-education
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/children-and-young-people-east-jerusalem-denied-their-right-education
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29720
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29721  
 

The International Criminal Court Act 2021, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/contents  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-06/29721
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/contents
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
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The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC)) 
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 
 
 

 

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill      

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025) 
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/  
 
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

