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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Department for Work and Pensions: Muslim Council of Britain 
Joe Robertson (Conservative) [28705] To ask the Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions, whether the Minister for Social Security and Disability travelled to the Muslim 
Council of Britain's leadership dinner on 25 January 2025 by Ministerial car; whether the 
invitation was (a) received and (b) accepted through his Ministerial office; whether he has 
made a declaration of hospitality; and whether Government business was discussed at the 
event by the Minister. 

Stephen Timms: I travelled by public transport to and from the Muslim Council of 
Britain leadership dinner on the evening of 20 January 2025. My ministerial office 
was not involved in the invitation arrangements. 
I was at the event for approximately an hour, and consumed only a glass of water. 
No ministerial business was discussed. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-04/28705  
 
 

The Royal Family 

The Royal Family The King received Muslim and Jewish faith leaders at Buckingham 
Palace today, in recognition of their work developing new Muslim-Jewish Reconciliation 
Accords, which were signed earlier in the day. The ‘Drumlanrig Accord’ sets out a 
framework for collaboration and understanding, ensuring Jewish and Muslim communities 
can navigate challenges together while fostering mutual respect and solidarity. The King 
has worked for many years to nurture greater understanding between different faiths and 
communities and to celebrate religious diversity in the UK and Commonwealth. [plus 
photos] 
https://x.com/RoyalFamily/status/1889399207745953953  
 

The Drumlanrig Accord, referred to above, can be read at 
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-
jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf  

 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-04/28705
https://x.com/RoyalFamily/status/1889399207745953953
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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Scotland Office 

Historic interfaith peace accord presented to The King 
Senior Muslim and Jewish denominational leaders in the UK have signed [11 February] a 
landmark agreement, The Drumlanrig Accord. 
The accord establishes a structured framework for sustained Muslim-Jewish collaboration, 
fostering deeper understanding and shared responsibility. 
Signed at Spencer House, the faith leaders subsequently presented a copy of the accord 
to His Majesty The King at Buckingham Palace. 
The initiative represents a deep and enduring commitment from the UK’s Jewish and 
Muslim communities to strengthen relationships, promote understanding, and work 
together for the common good. It is the outcome of a yearlong series of high-level meetings 
convened by Imam Dr Sayed Razawi, culminating in a retreat in January at Drumlanrig 
Castle, hosted by the Duke of Buccleuch. The Scottish Secretary joined the delegates at 
the event remotely. 
After witnessing the signing of the accord, Scottish Secretary Ian Murray said: It was a real 
privilege to witness the signing of this agreement between senior Muslim and Jewish 
leaders. It is a really important moment in interfaith relations. I was honoured to join 
delegates for part of their event at Drumlanrig Castle, and was impressed by the depth of 
commitment on all sides to ensure reconciliation and positive relationships. I know that all 
involved will continue to work together to deepen understanding and collaboration in 
Scotland and across the UK. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/historic-interfaith-peace-accord-presented-to-the-
king  

 

The Drumlanrig Accord, referred to above, can be read at 
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-
jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf  
 
 

Welsh Senedd Written Answer 

Muslim Council of Britain 
Andrew RT Davies (Conservative) [WQ95631] Does the Welsh Government have a non-
engagement policy with the Muslim Council of Britain? 

Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip: The Welsh 
Government has neither a policy on engagement nor non-engagement with the 
Muslim Council of Britain. 

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/95631  
 
 

Community Security Trust (CST) 

Antisemitic Incidents Report 2024 
CST’s Antisemitic Incidents Report 2024, published today, shows 3,528 instances of anti-
Jewish hate recorded across the UK in 2024. This is the second-highest annual total ever 
reported to CST. It is a 18% fall from the 4,296 antisemitic incidents in 2023, and 56% 
higher than the next highest figure: 2,261 incidents in 2021. CST recorded 1,662 
antisemitic incidents in 2022, and 1,684 in 2020. … 
The annual total for 2024 reflects the sustained high levels of anti-Jewish hate that have 
been recorded across the country since the Hamas terror attack in Israel on 7 October 
2023. … 
In 2024, CST recorded over 200 cases of anti-Jewish hate in every month bar December.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/historic-interfaith-peace-accord-presented-to-the-king
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/historic-interfaith-peace-accord-presented-to-the-king
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf
https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/95631
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Prior to October 2023, CST had only recorded more than 200 incidents per month on five 
occasions, all of which occurred when Israel was at war. … 
In 1,844 incidents – 52% of the annual total – the offender used discourse relating to Israel, 
Gaza, Hamas and the war in the Middle East. There were 1,533 incidents that showed 
explicitly anti-Zionist motivation alongside anti-Jewish language or targeting, 422 
employing variations on the terms “Zionism” or “Zionist”, often as euphemisms for 
“Jewishness” and “Jew”, or in conjunction with other anti-Jewish sentiment, and 327 
wherein equivalences were drawn between Israel or Jewish people and the Nazis. 
CST recorded 201 incidents in the category of Assault, a fall of 26% from the 273 incidents 
of this type reported in 2023. There was one additional incident severe enough to be 
classed as Extreme Violence (meaning it involved grievous bodily harm or a potential 
threat to life) whereas none did the previous year. Taken together, physical attacks on 
Jewish people constitute 6% of the annual total in 2024, the same as in 2023. 
Cases of Damage & Desecration to Jewish Property decreased by 19%, from 195 incidents 
in 2023 to 157 in 2024. There were 250 incidents reported to CST in the category of 
Threats in 2024, a fall of 20% from the 314 such incidents recorded in 2023. There were 
2,892 incidents in the category of Abusive Behaviour in 2024, 17% lower than the 3,491 
reports of this kind logged in 2023. This figure alone eclipses annual totals across all 
categories in every year bar the last two. There were 27 incidents reported to CST in the 
category of mass-produced antisemitic Literature in 2024, rising by17% from 23 such 
incidents recorded in 2023. In all categories bar Extreme Violence and Literature, 2024 
saw the second-highest annual figures ever reported. 
CST recorded 1,240 cases of online antisemitism in 2024, the second-highest across any 
year and a decrease of 9% from the 1,360 online incidents reported in 2023. These 
incidents form 35% of the overall total, slightly more than 32% in 2023. … 
In 2024, there were 260 instances of antisemitism affecting schools, schoolchildren and 
staff, second only to 2023’s figure of 335. … CST logged 145 cases of anti-Jewish hate 
wherein the victims or offenders were students or academics, or which involved student 
unions, societies or other representative bodies. It is a fall of 23% from the 189 incidents 
of this kind reported in 2023. … 
Meanwhile, a record 223 incidents saw synagogues, congregants and staff targeted, either 
on site or on their way to or from prayers, up from 207 in 2023. Jewish organisations and 
businesses received antisemitic abuse in a record 652 instances, compared to 498 the 
previous year, while public figures were recipients of anti-Jewish hate in a record 179 
cases, a rise from 145 incidents of this nature in 2023. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2025/02/12/antisemitic-incidents-report-2024  
 
Report: Antisemitic Incidents 2024 
https://cst.org.uk/data/file/6/1/Antisemitic%20Incidents%20Report%202024.1738928091.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Hamas: UNRWA 

Priti Patel (Conservative) [28011] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs,  if  he  will  make  an assessment of the potential  

 

https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2025/02/12/antisemitic-incidents-report-2024
https://cst.org.uk/data/file/6/1/Antisemitic%20Incidents%20Report%202024.1738928091.pdf
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implications for his policies of the use of UNRWA facilities by Hamas since 7 October 2023. 
Priti Patel (Conservative) [28012] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what information his Department holds on the 
number of reports of Hamas using UNRWA facilities. 

Hamish Falconer: The Prime Minister was pleased to speak with Emily Damari on 
31 January and was deeply moved by her personal story. We are aware of the 
various reports since 7 October 2023 of Hamas using the United Nations Relief and 
Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) facilities. UNRWA 
Commissioner General Phillipe Lazzarini has since stated that UNRWA takes any 
such allegations extremely seriously, and that UNRWA was forced to vacate all its 
installations in the north of Gaza Strip, including Gaza City, on 13 October 2023. 
We welcome the fact that UNRWA has said there should be independent 
investigations into any misuse of its facilities by Palestinian armed militants, 
including Hamas. Furthermore, following Catherine Colonna's Independent Review 
of Mechanisms and Procedures to Ensure Adherence by UNRWA to the 
Humanitarian Principle of Neutrality, UNRWA set out an action plan with detailed 
management reforms. As the Minister for Development told the House on 28 
January, she has discussed the issue of neutrality with UNRWA's leadership, 
including directly with Commissioner-General Philippe Lazzarini. She also spoke to 
UNRWA staff members on their work to implement the recommendations of the 
Colonna report during her visit to the region on 3-5 December. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28011  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28012  
 

The Minister for Development’s comments referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-
B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-BDD98AA3-FB8F-
458D-BD13-CB6862A202FA 

 

The Colonna Review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf   
 

UNRWA: Finance 
James McMurdock (Reform UK) [28438] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether his Department has plans to increase 
funding to UNRWA. 

Hamish Falconer: Since the Foreign Secretary restored funding to the United 
Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 
in July 2024, the UK has committed £41 million this financial year to UNRWA, to 
deliver essential services for civilians in Gaza and the West Bank, and to 
Palestinian refugees across the region. The UK remains opposed to anti-UNRWA 
Knesset legislation which came into force on 30 January, and unequivocally rejects 
attempts to undermine or degrade UNRWA. UNRWA plays a vital role in delivering 
humanitarian assistance in Gaza and enabling the broader international response 
through its logistics and distribution network. We reiterated this position in our E3 
joint Foreign Ministers' statement of 31 January, alongside France and Germany. 
As with all Official Development Assistance (ODA) spend, any new allocations 
provided to delivery partners (including UNRWA) are announced in the usual way. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28438  
 

The E3 statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near  
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28011
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28012
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-BDD98AA3-FB8F-458D-BD13-CB6862A202FA
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-BDD98AA3-FB8F-458D-BD13-CB6862A202FA
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-BDD98AA3-FB8F-458D-BD13-CB6862A202FA
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28438
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
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House of Lords Oral Answers 

International Criminal Court: US Sanctions 
Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws (Labour): To ask His Majesty’s Government what 
steps they are taking in response to the sanctions imposed by the President of the United 
States of America on staff working for the International Criminal Court; and whether they 
will confirm their commitment to the Court and its work in pursuit of justice. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): My Lords, the Government 
have repeatedly expressed their support for the independence of the International 
Criminal Court, including, most recently, last week, by joining a statement together 
with 70 other states parties. Imposing sanctions against ICC officials impedes the 
court’s ability to carry out its important work of investigating and prosecuting the 
most serious crimes of international concern. We are in contact with the US 
Administration and British nationals employed by the ICC to understand the 
possible implications of these measures. 

Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws: … The world will never see peace if there is no entity 
that will pursue justice for victims of egregious crimes. There cannot be impunity for our 
allies. Even now, the court is working on files to bring yet more members of Hamas to trial 
for the atrocities that took place on 7 October. It is assisted in this painful work by Israeli 
lawyers for the families of the hostages and the families of the Israeli dead. 
Work continues also on the investigation of potential war crimes in Gaza. Do the 
Government accept that this new executive order attacks the fundamentals of the court 
and its functioning? Will the Government inform the United States Administration in the 
contacts that they have that Article 70 of the Rome statute forbids the obstruction of 
justice? There can be no impeding of any officer of the court in carrying out their duties, 
and arrest warrants can follow. Will the Government advise the President of the risk he 
faces of an arrest warrant being issued for him? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: My Lords, as my noble friend is very much aware, 
successive UK and US Administrations have taken a different view on the ICC. For 
example, the UK, as she rightly points out, is a signatory to the Rome statute; the 
US is not. The UK supports fully the independence of the ICC and we do not support 
sanctioning individual court officials. Our focus remains on ensuring that the 
ceasefire can be sustained, that a surge of vital aid can reach those most in need 
in Gaza and that all remaining hostages are released and reunited with their 
families. That is our goal, we are working with the US at all levels on it, and we will 
continue to do so. 

Lord Farmer (Conservative): My Lords, Israel’s judicial system is actively investigating 
cases of suspected misconduct by Israeli soldiers and petitions on humanitarian issues in 
Gaza. The ICC chief prosecutor recognised in December 2023 that the military receives 
independent legal advice on the legality of every air strike. The ICC complements, rather 
than replaces, national criminal systems, prosecuting cases only when states are unwilling 
or unable to do so. So, it had no authority to intervene here. Does the Minister agree with 
that? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: Of course, I agree that where states fail to properly 
investigate, the ICC has a right to step in. In this case, as the noble Lord pointed 
out, Israel has undertaken a due and proper investigation, so I agree with the noble 
Lord in that particular case. 

Lord Thomas of Gresford (Liberal Democrat): Will the Government inform Donald 
Trump that the forcible transfer of the population of Gaza will be an Article 7(1)(d) crime 
against humanity, and that under Section 2 of our own domestic International Criminal 
Court Act 2001, our Attorney-General has no discretion but to endorse any warrant of 
arrest for the President issued by the ICC for execution in the United Kingdom? … 
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Lord Collins of Highbury: … The ceasefire and the return of the hostages were 
negotiated with the United States with the support of the United Kingdom, and the 
Presidents of the United States were heavily involved in that ceasefire. Our focus 
is absolutely to ensure the return of all hostages, and that peace can continue in 
Gaza so that we can get the humanitarian aid in. … I am sorry that I do not agree 
with the noble Lord at all. 

Lord Alton of Liverpool (Crossbench): … I ask: would he not agree that one of the 
outstanding legacies of the Jewish lawyer, Raphael Lemkin, who saw more than 40 
members of his family murdered during the Holocaust, was the creation of the international 
architecture that led to the Rome statute and the creation of the International Criminal 
Court? Would it not be better for those countries that are not members of the ICC to join 
the United Kingdom in becoming members of the ICC … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … The ICC is the primary international institution for 
investigating and prosecuting the most serious crimes of international concern. We 
urge all countries to support it and we urge them to sign the Rome treaty. … The 
noble Lord is absolutely right about the rabbi. … 

Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat): … can the Minister clarify that he would agree, 
as his Ministerial colleagues have agreed, that the forcible transfer of the population of 
Gaza would be a crime against humanity and against international law? … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … I absolutely made clear the position of the 
Government in relation to forcible removal of Gazan citizens, or Palestinians, from 
Gaza. I made that very clear in the recent repeat of the Urgent Question and I 
reassure her that our position has not changed. 

Lord Sandhurst (Conservative): … in the light of the ceasefire, is there any change to 
His Majesty’s Government’s position on the arrest warrant for Mr Netanyahu? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … I repeat that what we want to do is ensure that peace 
returns to Gaza and that full humanitarian aid can get back in, and we absolutely 
urge the return of all the hostages. … 

Baroness Butler-Sloss (Crossbench): My Lords, in the light of what President Trump 
has said—that if all Israeli hostages are not returned by noon on Saturday, all hell should 
let loose—can I ask the Minister what the approach of the British Government is? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The United Kingdom Government are deeply 
concerned about reports that Hamas has delayed the next hostage release. We 
want to see the continuation of ceasefire negotiations and ensure the full flow of aid 
and ongoing release of hostages. We must build confidence on all sides that helps 
sustain the ceasefire and move it from phase one through to phase three: that is 
our commitment. The US has played an integral role in negotiating the ceasefire 
agreement between Israel and Hamas, along with Qatar and Egypt. We will 
continue to work with the United States Administration to ensure regional security 
and stability, including ensuring a lasting peace for Israelis and Palestinians. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-11/debates/FCFDFB19-D770-4340-9343-
3BDDCE0F91BF/InternationalCriminalCourtUSSanctions  

 

The joint statement referred to above by Lord Collins of Highbury can be read at 
https://buildingtrust.si/79-states-parties-in-support-of-the-icc/  
 

The Rome Statute, referred to above by Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws and others, can 
be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf  
 

The ICC Chief Prosecutor’s comments referred to above by Lord Farmer can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-khan-kc-cairo-situation-
state-palestine-and-israel  

 

Section 2 of the International Criminal Court Act 2001, referred to above by Lord Thomas 
of Gresford, can be read at 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-11/debates/FCFDFB19-D770-4340-9343-3BDDCE0F91BF/InternationalCriminalCourtUSSanctions
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-11/debates/FCFDFB19-D770-4340-9343-3BDDCE0F91BF/InternationalCriminalCourtUSSanctions
https://buildingtrust.si/79-states-parties-in-support-of-the-icc/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-khan-kc-cairo-situation-state-palestine-and-israel
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-khan-kc-cairo-situation-state-palestine-and-israel
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/part/2  
 

The House of Lords repeat of the Commons Urgent Question referred to above by Lord 
Collins of Highbury can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-10/debates/E5ED72B8-232F-4E5D-8DCB-
39D99A596591/IsraelAndTheOccupiedPalestinianTerritories  
 

 

Upper Tribunal, Immigration and Asylum Chamber 

Decision: UI-2024-005295 & Ors. 
A family of six from Gaza who applied through the Ukraine Family Scheme to come to 
Britain, have won their appeal on the grounds that rejection would breach their Human 
Rights.  
To read the full decision see 
https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2024-005295-ors  
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statement 

Gaza War: Ceasefire 
Gerry Carroll (People Before Profit Alliance): Two weeks ago, I rose in the House to 
talk about the ceasefire deal in Palestine. I raised my concern about the plaudits lauded 
onto Donald Trump as some tried to give him credit for the deal. If anyone was ever under 
any doubt about what Donald Trump really represents or how he views Palestinians, look 
at what he recently said while standing next to Netanyahu in Washington, a man who is 
wanted for war crimes, as people to my right in the Chamber should remember. Trump 
stated that Gaza could be a big real estate site that the US owns. That is, obviously, naked 
and over-the-top imperial salivating from the US Administration, which have backed 
Israel's genocide campaign to the hilt. 
Despite all the rhetoric from Trump, Palestinians do not want to leave Gaza and should not 
be forced out of Gaza to go to Jordan, Egypt or anywhere else. The reason why there are 
millions of people in a tiny bit of land the size of Lough Neagh is that they were forced out. 
They were ethnically cleansed and forcibly displaced by Israel during the Nakba, and that 
cannot happen again. You never know — it would be silly to guess — what is going on 
inside the head of someone such as Donald Trump, but I suspect that that was not just a 
throwaway comment but the actual intent of where his Administration want to go. It is not 
that surprising when you think about it and when you see previous presidents' unwavering 
support for Israel's genocide campaign. It was funded, let us not forget, and cheered on 
by the US, Britain and most European countries. While Trump's statements are outlandish 
and extreme, they are quite often parroted by Israeli politicians. 
That, obviously, brings focus to what we can do here to oppose Trump and Israel's agenda. 
First, I make an appeal to everybody watching to attend the Grá don Phalaistín protests 
this Saturday at 2.00 pm in Writer's Square, organised by Gaels against Genocide. The 
second is to focus on actions that Ministers in this Building can take. Over recent days, it 
has been suggested that Invest NI, through its funding mechanisms, could be supporting 
Israeli warplanes or other machinery. On several other occasions, I have asked several 
Ministers about how infrastructure at Belfast International Airport in particular can be and 
possibly is being used to support the Israeli and American war systems. There has been 
a head-in-the-sand approach from previous Ministers, and I implore the new Minister for 
the Economy to adopt a different approach, to come clean and to urgently break with 
apartheid Israel. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/11&docID=
426823#4793318  

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/17/part/2
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-10/debates/E5ED72B8-232F-4E5D-8DCB-39D99A596591/IsraelAndTheOccupiedPalestinianTerritories
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-10/debates/E5ED72B8-232F-4E5D-8DCB-39D99A596591/IsraelAndTheOccupiedPalestinianTerritories
https://tribunalsdecisions.service.gov.uk/utiac/ui-2024-005295-ors
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/11&docID=426823#4793318
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/11&docID=426823#4793318
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United Nations 

Avoid ‘at All Costs’ Resumption of Hostilities in Gaza, Secretary-General Urges, 
Stressing Both Sides Must Fully Abide by Ceasefire Agreement, Resume Talks 
We must avoid at all costs the resumption of hostilities in Gaza that would lead to an 
immense tragedy. 
I appeal to Hamas to proceed with the planned liberation of hostages next Saturday. 
Both sides must fully abide by their commitments in the ceasefire agreement and resume 
serious negotiations in Doha for the second phase. 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22549.doc.htm  
 

 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

US proposal to ‘take over’ Gaza would shatter fundamental rules of international 
order, warn UN experts 
UN experts … condemned shocking threats by US President Donald Trump to “take over” 
and “own” Gaza and move the Palestinian population elsewhere, using military force if 
necessary. 
“Such blatant violations by a major power would break the global taboo on military 
aggression and embolden other predatory countries to seize foreign territories, with 
devastating consequences for peace and human rights globally,” they said. 
“Implementing the US proposal would shatter the most fundamental rules of the 
international order and the United Nations Charter since 1945, that the US was 
instrumental in creating to restore peace after the catastrophic Second World War and 
Holocaust. It would return the world to the dark days of colonial conquest,” the experts 
said. 
“It is manifestly illegal to invade and annex foreign territory by force, to forcibly deport its 
population, and to deprive the Palestinian people of their inalienable right to self-
determination, including to retain Gaza within a sovereign Palestinian state,” they said. 
“Such violations would replace the international rule of law and the stability it brings with 
the lawless “rule of the strongest.” International law aims to stop predatory countries from 
violently colonising foreign lands and subjugating their populations, which inevitably leads 
to gross human rights violations,” they said. 
“Just as over half a century of Israeli occupation of Palestine has not brought peace or 
security to Israel or Palestine, US occupation would be similarly ruinous and fuel perpetual 
war, death and destruction,” they said. 
The mass deportation of civilians from occupied territory was recognised as a war crime 
under the Geneva Conventions of 1949 after the Second World War, to prevent the 
recurrence of acts such as Nazi Germany’s expulsion of populations from European 
countries. Today, it is also a crime against humanity. 
“The US proposal would accelerate forced displacement of Palestinians from their lands, 
which began in the 1947-48 Nakba, and has since included home demolitions, evictions, 
destruction and theft of natural resources and the criminal building of illegal Israeli colonial 
settlements,” they said. 
In his previous term, President Trump illegally recognised Israel’s unlawful annexations of 
East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, which have been rejected by the International 
Court of Justice, the General Assembly, the Security Council and an overwhelming 
majority of countries. 
“If the US President is genuinely concerned for the welfare of Palestinians, the US should 
broker a lasting ceasefire, resume funding to UNRWA, compensate Palestinians for 
damage resulting from US weapons and munitions supplied to Israel despite the serious 
risk of violations of humanitarian law, and end arms transfers. It should also pressure Israel  

 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22549.doc.htm


 9 

 

 

to fund reconstruction and provide reparation for violations, pursue accountability for 
perpetrators of international crimes, and meaningfully support Palestinian statehood,” they 
said. 
The experts also urged the United States to support the multilateral bodies that protect 
human rights in Palestine, including the Human Rights Council and the International 
Criminal Court, which advance US national interests in liberty and justice. 
Israeli military attacks in Gaza have killed over 48,100 Palestinians and injured 110,000, 
the majority women and children. They left 85 per cent of the population, about 1.9 million 
people, homeless and deprived of adequate food, water and other essentials, damaged or 
destroyed most housing, agricultural and public infrastructure and devastated the 
environment. 
“All countries who care about human rights and the international rule of law should 
resolutely oppose the US President’s illegal threats. The world must never again accept a 
lawless world dominated by brute force that endangers us all,” they warned. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/us-proposal-take-over-gaza-would-
shatter-fundamental-rules-international  

 

The United Nations Charter, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  

 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee (Thirteenth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/070f726f-9cab-4773-87ef-
226722f15272/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(ThirteenthSitting)  

 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee (Fourteenth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/9bc2d589-0744-404f-bfd0-
a4bf986e4e23/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(FourteenthSitting)  

 

Bill as amended in Public Bill Committee 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/240177.pdf  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_1202.pdf  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/us-proposal-take-over-gaza-would-shatter-fundamental-rules-international
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/us-proposal-take-over-gaza-would-shatter-fundamental-rules-international
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/070f726f-9cab-4773-87ef-226722f15272/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(ThirteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/070f726f-9cab-4773-87ef-226722f15272/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(ThirteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/9bc2d589-0744-404f-bfd0-a4bf986e4e23/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(FourteenthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/9bc2d589-0744-404f-bfd0-a4bf986e4e23/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(FourteenthSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/240177.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_1202.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0177/amend/children_rm_rep_1202.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
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Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

House of Commons Public bill Committee (Eighth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/feeab576-7778-48c6-9a0b-
677d486b5c29/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(EighthSitting)  

 

House of Commons Public bill Committee (Ninth Sitting) 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/1372c62b-0cca-4967-850c-
9beef93b9012/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(NinthSitting)  

 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0212.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/feeab576-7778-48c6-9a0b-677d486b5c29/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(EighthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/feeab576-7778-48c6-9a0b-677d486b5c29/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(EighthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/1372c62b-0cca-4967-850c-9beef93b9012/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(NinthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-11/debates/1372c62b-0cca-4967-850c-9beef93b9012/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(NinthSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0212.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0212.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill      

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025) 
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/  
 
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/ 

TOP 
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