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The following four questions all received the same answer
Religiously Aggravated Offences
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [26448] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, how many instances of religiously aggravated
criminal damage were reported in (a) England and (b) Romford constituency in the last 12
months.
Religious Hatred: Christianity
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [26449] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, what steps she is taking with relevant organisations
to help tackle anti-Christian hate crimes.
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [26451] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, how many anti-Christian hate crimes were reported
in (a) England and (b) Romford constituency in the last 12 months.
Religiously Aggravated Offences: Christianity
Andrew Rosindell (Conservative) [26450] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government, what steps she is taking with relevant organisations
to help tackle anti-Christian religiously-aggravated criminal damage.
Alex Norris: We are absolutely clear that all forms of racial and religious
discrimination are completely unacceptable, including that directed at Christians,
and we committed to protecting the right of individuals to freely practise their
religion. Churches and Christian charities occupy a valuable position in society
through their access to active citizens, their role within local communities and their
good relationships with other faith groups. Government and police routinely assess
potential threats to ensure that protective measures are in place to protect Christian
communities and their places of worship against terrorism and hate crime.
Government however does not hold detailed hate crime data broken down per
constituency.


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26448
ﬁﬂgs://q uestions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26449
ﬁ’?tgs://questions—statements.parliament.uk/written—questions/detaiI/2025—01 -27/26451
ﬁﬂgs://q uestions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26450

UK Parliament Early Day Motion

Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [779] Parliamentary Prayers — That this House
recognises that religious worship should not play any part in the formal business of the
House of Commons; believes that Parliamentary meetings should be conducted in a
manner that is equally welcoming to all attendees, irrespective of their personal beliefs;
further believes that Parliamentary prayers are not compatible with a society that respects
the principles of freedom of and from religion; urges that prayers should not form part of
the official business of Parliament; and calls on the Modernisation Committee to consider
alternative arrangements.

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63141

Scottish Government

First Minister First Minister @JohnSwinney has welcomed the signing of a landmark
Accord between Muslim and Jewish senior religious leaders. Scotland is a multi-faith and
multi-cultural society, where people of all faiths and beliefs should be able to follow their
traditions freely.

The Drumlanrig Accord is a ground-breaking statement of the common values and
solidarity these communities share. | was delighted to join senior religious leaders at
Drumlanrig Castle where they agreed the Accord and recognise the leadership they have
shown.

Our faith and belief communities play a significant role in Scotland and the Scottish
Government will continue to work with those of all faiths and beliefs to ensure everyone
can follow their way of life without fear of discrimination. [plus photo]
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1889346354968760797

The Drumlanrig Accords, referred to above, can be read at
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-
jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf
Signatories:

Chief Rabbi Sir Ephraim Mirvis KBE

Senior Rabbi Moshe Rubin (Orthodox)

Senior Rabbi Josh Levy (Reform Judaism)

Senior Rabbi Charley Baginsky (Liberal Judaism)

Senior Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg OBE (Masorti)

Senior Rabbi Joseph Dweck (S&P Sephardi)

Chief Imam Dr Sayed Razawi (Shia)

Senior Imam Qari Asim MBE (Sunni, Barelwi)

Imam Sheikh Muhammad Ismail DL (Sunni, Deobandi)
Head Imam Dr Sheikh Khalifa Ezzat (Sunni)



https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26448
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26449
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26451
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26450
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63141
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1889346354968760797
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf
https://rcdow.org.uk/att/files/news/muslim-jewish%20reconciliation%20accords%20v10%2023jan25.pdf

Naushad Jivraj (President of His Highness the Aga Khan National Council for the
UK, represented by Aliya Nasser)

His Excellency Kinana Jamaluddin Bhai Sahib (Ismaili, Bohra)

TOP

Israel

House of Commons Point of Order

Point of Order
Chris Law (SNP): On a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. On 28 October, in
response to a question on his statement on the middle east, the Foreign Secretary stated
that the terms of annihilation, extermination and genocide were “largely used when millions
of people lost their lives in crises such as Rwanda and the Holocaust of the second world
war. The way that people are now using those terms undermines their seriousness.”
[Official Report, 28 October 2024; Vol. 755, c. 556.]
The following day, | wrote to the Foreign Secretary seeking urgent clarification. The
convention on the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide states clearly that
the genocide means a specific set of acts “committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group”.
It is not defined by the number of people killed, but rather the acts committed and the intent
behind them.
Indeed, as recently as July 2024, the UK Government made a statement on the 29th
anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide, commemorating the massacre of approximately
8,000 mainly Muslim men and boys. | could go into some detail, but to get to the point, |
have subsequently written two letters to seek clarification from the Foreign Office and the
Foreign Secretary. In both accounts, | have had letters from the Under-Secretary of State
for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, the hon. Member for Lincoln (Mr
Falconer), neither of which address either what was said in the House or, indeed, the
definition of genocide.
The reason | stand here to make a point of order is this: have the UK Government moved
away from what we have agreed to since 1947 in the convention on the prevention and
punishment of the crime of genocide? | seek clarification on the matter.
Madam Deputy Speaker (Judith Cummins): | am grateful to the hon. Member for
giving me notice of his point of order. The Chair is not responsible for the substance
of answers given by Ministers in this House or for ministerial correspondence with
hon. Members.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-10/debates/ADAEF54A-3C68-4E24-
AF1E-FA29AF675A0E/PointOfOrder

The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, referred to
above, can be read at
https.:.//www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1 _Convention
%200n%20the % 20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%200f%20the % 20Crime % 200f%
20Genocide.pdf

The statement on the 29" anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide, referred to above, can
be read at
https.//www.gov.uk/government/speeches/29th-anniversary-of-the-srebrenica-genocide-
uk-statement-to-the-osce-july-2024



https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=755&ColumnNumber=556&House=1&ExternalId=FE2D1DFF-C222-46B6-82B9-2CF4715F62A9
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=755&ColumnNumber=556&House=1&ExternalId=FE2D1DFF-C222-46B6-82B9-2CF4715F62A9
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/29th-anniversary-of-the-srebrenica-genocide-uk-statement-to-the-osce-july-2024

House of Commons Written Answers

The following two questions both received the same answer
Palestinians: Internally Displaced People
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [27497] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether it is his policy to oppose efforts to move
Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states.
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [27498] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will condemn President Trump’s statement
on moving Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states.
Hamish Falconer: As the Foreign Secretary has said, for the people of Gaza, so
many of whom have lost lives, homes or loved ones, the last 14 months of conflict
have been a living nightmare. The UK is clear that Palestinian civilians must be
permitted to return to their communities and rebuild. There must be no forcible
transfer of Gazans from or within Gaza, nor any reduction in the territory of the
Gaza Strip. We would oppose any effort to move Palestinians in Gaza to
neighbouring Arab states against their will.
We have always been clear that an immediate ceasefire is just the first step towards
a lasting solution to this crisis. The US played an integral role in negotiating the
ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas, alongside Qatar and Egypt, and
the Prime Minister reiterated this in his call with President Trump on 26 January.
The UK has begun convening partners, and is prepared to help lead efforts, to
ensure coordinated international support for Palestinian-led security, governance,
recovery, and reconstruction in Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27497
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27498

House of Lords Oral Answers

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories
The Minister’s answer to a House of Commons urgent question was read in the
Lords.

col 1002 ... The UK is clear that we must see a negotiated two-state solution, with a
sovereign Palestinian state which includes the West Bank and Gaza, alongside a safe and
secure Israel, with Jerusalem as the shared capital. ... Our priority remains ensuring that
the fragile ceasefire continues, that all the hostages are released, that much-needed aid
gets into Gaza and that we can rebuild that pathway to sustainable peace. Palestinians
must determine the future of Gaza, with support from regional states and the wider
international community.

We would oppose any effort to move Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab states
against their will. There must be no forced displacement of Palestinians, nor any reduction
in the territory of the Gaza Strip. ...

The UK is investing in the ceasefire by doing all it can to support the surge in aid that is
needed. ...

We are also concerned at the expansion of the Government of Israel’s war aims and
operations in the West Bank. ... We recognise Israel’s right to defend itself and the
continuing threat posed by armed groups, but it must show restraint and ensure that the
scale and conduct of its operations are commensurate to the threat posed. Civilians must
be protected and the destruction of civilian infrastructure minimised. The UK remains
opposed to illegal settlements, their expansion and settler violence. ...

The Earl of Courtown (Conservative): ... can the Minister tell the House what actions



https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27497
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27498
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-06/debates/185069B0-F6A5-42FC-8AB8-0074F7A5E1BA/IsraelAndTheOccupiedPalestinianTerritories#contribution-9E8CD318-E954-4FDC-8D28-8C7EDE12835A

the Government are utilising for humanitarian access to those still being held hostage? In
addition, does the Minister have any plans to further investigate UNRWA, after Emily
Damari’s testimony as to where she was being held hostage? Will the Minister confirm that
the Government will look again into funding for UNRWA after those disturbing allegations?
col 1003 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): ... We continue to call for
the release of all hostages. The real solution is their release; that is what we want
to see as soon as possible.
In relation to UNRWA, that is quite a serious matter, and | know that UNRWA has
responded and is calling for an independent inquiry into it. UNRWA was, of course,
excluded from those facilities but nevertheless it is important that there is a
thorough independent inquiry. We look forward to seeing that when it happens.
Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat): ... in the light of President Trump’s totally
destabilising statements, do the Government share the view of the German Foreign
Minister that Gaza is for the Palestinians, not for Israel, nor for the United States? ... Does
the Minister agree that the time has come to recognise Palestine as a state before it is too
late?
Lord Collins of Highbury: ... we would oppose any effort to move Palestinians in
Gaza to neighbouring Arab states against their will. As we have repeatedly said,
Palestinian civilians, including those evacuated from northern Gaza, must be
permitted to return to their communities and rebuild. ...
In terms of recognition ... We see that as one of the tools for seeking and
establishing that two-state solution. We want to be able to use it as strong leverage
to maintain that course for a two-state solution, so that when the time is right, we
are committed to recognise.
Lord Pannick (Crossbench): My Lords, in the light of Hamas’s abhorrent policy of
torturing hostages, what action is being taken by His Majesty’s Government, together with
our allies, to prevent Hamas from continuing to occupy any position of power and authority
in Gaza? Does the Minister accept that the two-state solution, which he mentioned and
which | and many others support, is not going to happen until Hamas is removed from
power and authority?
col 1004 Lord Collins of Highbury: | have made it absolutely clear on previous
occasions ... there is no role for Hamas in the future governance of Gaza. We will
continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and regional partners
to build a consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework
that supports the conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. ...
Baroness Blackstone (Labour): My Lords, | congratulate the Government on their
decision to spend an extra £17 million to support the needs of Gazans for food, housing
and shelter. Will he tell the House how that £17 million is going to be spent, particularly in
the absence of UNRWA, which has disgracefully been denied its continued operation in
East Jerusalem? ...
Lord Collins of Highbury: As my noble friend said, on 28 January, the Minister for
Development announced that further £17 million in funding to ensure that
healthcare, food and shelter reach tens of thousands of civilians and support vital
infrastructure across the Occupied Territories and in neighbouring countries. ...
On UNRWA, the United Kingdom continues to lead international action to press for
a resolution to this issue. On 31 January, the Foreign Secretary joined his French
and German counterparts to call on lIsrael to abide by its international
obligations. ...
The Lord Bishop of St Albans: Reports coming out of the country show the desperate
need to get not only aid but medical supplies there. ... What else can His Majesty’s
Government do to ensure that we get medicine and supplies in there and to other medical
facilities?




col 1004 Lord Collins of Highbury: ... The United Nations and other partners are
continuing to monitor and update figures for the volumes and types of aid currently
entering Gaza but, given that that is a key element of the ceasefire agreement, the
UN can publicly share only overall truck figures for now. So we do not currently
have the usual level of detailed information, but we will continue to work closely
with trusted partners on the ground to understand how UK aid is being
distributed. ...

Lord Swire (Conservative): My Lords, does the Minister agree that one way of instilling

greater confidence in this three-stage process is to allow the international press into

Gaza? ...
Lord Collins of Highbury: The noble Lord makes a valid point. One of the reasons
given for no access was the conflict and the troops, but now that we have a
ceasefire, we can ensure that there is proper access, which is why | am focusing
on the humanitarian aid and support going in. ...

To read the full transcript see

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-10/debates/ESED72B8-232F-4E5D-8DCB-

39D99A596591/IsraelAndTheOccupiedPalestinianTerritories

The announcement of £17million in new aid to Gaza, referred to above by Baroness
Blackstone and Lord Collins of Highbury, can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-
allows-operations-to-scale-up

The joint statement with Germany and France referred to above by Lord Collins of Highbury

can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
leqislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near

Northern Ireland Assembly Oral Answers

Aerospace Jobs
... Pat Sheehan (Sinn Féin): Can the Minister provide an assurance that Invest NI does
not support projects that help to arm Israel?
Caoimhe Archibald (The Minister for the Economy): First of all, it is important to
say that no Government should arm Israel. Invest NI has assured me that it does
not support projects that arm Israel, and no evidence has been presented to the
contrary. However, | have asked Invest NI to review its investments to make
absolutely sure that that is the case. It is important that |, as Economy Minister, and
the general public are reassured on that matter. ...
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-02-
10&docIlD=426822#AQ0%201510/22-27

Invest NI: F35 Fighter Aircraft

Sinéad Mclaughlin (SDLP) [AQT 1001/22-27] asked the Minister for the Economy,
referring to a listed question and given that, as she is aware, it has been widely reported
that Invest NI supports a number of companies involved in the manufacture of parts for F-
35 fighter jets used by lIsrael in the bombing campaigns that have razed Gaza to the
ground, for clarity on whether she stands by the comments of her predecessor, Conor
Murphy, who stated that that was not taking place.

Caoimhe Archibald (The Minister for the Economy): | thank the Member for her

question. She is right: | have already addressed that issue. Invest NI has assured

me that it does not provide support for projects that arm Israel, and no evidence

has been provided to the contrary. As | indicated to Pat Sheehan, | have asked
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Invest NI to review its investments to make absolutely sure that that is the case. It
is important that we have that reassurance.
Sinéad Mclaughlin: Thank you, Minister. | am glad that you have given that assurance,
and | hope that it is true. Minister, the public are rightly outraged that public funding could
be used in any way to arm Israel and will want transparency. Can the Minister explain why
the confusion has arisen?
Caoimhe Archibald: | echo the Member's words and understand the public
sentiment behind them. We all abhor the horrifying scenes that we have seen in
Gaza and Palestine over the past year and a half; most right-minded people do.
We have consistently challenged the US, the British Government and others who
provide arms to Israel and urged them to suspend all arms sales. As | said, we have
sought reassurances from Invest NI, and | have been assured. It is important that
we get that clarity.
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/10&doclD=
426822#:.~:text=Invest%20N1%3A%20F 35%20Fighter%20Aircraft

The listed question referred to above can be read at the top of this section and at
https://aims.niassembly.qov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025-02-
10&docID=426822#AQ0%201510/22-27

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statement

Gaza War: Release of Hostages
Steve Aiken (UUP): On Saturday, Or Levy, Ohad Ben Ami and Eli Sharabi were released
as part of the hostages-for-terrorists swap in the latest Middle East peace initiative. The
three men were paraded for Hamas social media propaganda, with the despicable
spectacle of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) facilitating the terrorists'
theatrics despite the clearly known requirement for impartiality and discretion. ICRC
officials shaking hands with the terrorists for their propaganda needs is well short of what
is expected from the Red Cross, a point that | for one, who has contributed to the charity
in the past, duly noted. | will never support it again.
The interview of Eli by the Hamas terrorists was cruel and evil, even by their standards.
The fact that Hamas had murdered his wife and two teenage daughters on 7 October 2023
and kept that information from Eli is beyond heartless, yet they made him talk about it in
the interview. It is also clear that, unlike their capturers, jailors and torturers, Eli, Ohad and
Or, having spent 491 days in captivity, are suffering from severe physical and mental
deterioration, including malnutrition, decreased muscle mass, heart disorders and
prolonged infection. Comparing their condition with that of the obviously well-fed Hamas
members brings sharply to the fore the difference between the reality and the false
narratives peddled by so many. The comparison of Or, Ohad and Eli with the victims of
the Holocaust is apt. They should also be compared with the victims of ISIS, the Houthis
and Hezbollah. They have all been conveniently ignored and forgotten by those who, in
their antisemitic myopia, can only chastise Israel.
Quite a few reasonable people have noted the lack of commentary since Saturday to
condemn the treatment of those three men. It is more than noteworthy that those Members
of the Assembly who regularly chastise Israel for its actions, as well as the Irish president,
the Taoiseach, the Tanaiste and the whole body of antisemitism on this island, have
remained silent. That speaks volumes about their motives. We should all be worried about
that. Or, Ohad and Eli deserve better. | hope that, for once, those naysayers will join me
in wishing justice for the victims of 7 October, the release of all the hostages and peace in
the Middle East.
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/02/10&doclD=
426822#4790236
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Distressing conditions of Israeli hostages and Palestinian detainees
Images of emaciated Israeli hostages and Palestinian detainees released as part of the
first phase of the Gaza ceasefire agreement have been deeply distressing.
The images we have seen of Israeli hostages released over the weekend show signs of
ill-treatment and severe malnourishment, reflecting very dire conditions they were
subjected to in Gaza. We are also deeply concerned by the public parading of hostages
released by Hamas in Gaza, including statements apparently made under duress during
release.
Also distressing, Palestinians released from Israeli detention have revealed such
treatment, reflecting the severe conditions under which they have been held. The manner
in which they have been released also raises serious concerns.
Israel and Hamas must ensure humane treatment, including freedom from any form of
torture or abuse, for all those held under their power. All parties to the conflict are reminded
that torture and other forms of ill-treatment of protected persons are war crimes, and that
those found guilty must receive sentences that are commensurate to the severity of their
conduct. We reiterate that the taking of hostages is a war crime. Hamas must immediately
and unconditionally release all hostages, and Israel must immediately and unconditionally
release all those arbitrarily detained.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/distressing-conditions-israeli-hostages-
and-palestinian-detainees

UNRWA

Large-scale forced displacement in the West Bank impacts 40,000 people

The forced displacement of Palestinian communities in the northern West Bank is
escalating at an alarming pace.

Since the start of operation “Iron Wall” by the Israeli Forces on 21 January, several refugee
camps have been nearly emptied of their residents. The operation, ongoing for nearly
three weeks, is now the single longest in the West Bank since the second intifada.
Starting in Jenin Camp, the operation has expanded to Tulkarm, Nur Shams, and El Far'a
refugee camps and led to the displacement of 40,000 Palestine Refugees. ...

Repeated and destructive operations have rendered the northern refugee camps
uninhabitable, trapping residents in cyclical displacement. In 2024, more than 60 per cent
of displacement was a result of Israeli Forces operations, absent any judicial orders.
Forced displacement in the occupied West Bank is the result of an increasingly dangerous
and coercive environment. The use of air strikes, armoured bulldozers, controlled
detonations, and advanced weaponry by the Israeli Forces has become commonplace —
a spillover of the war in Gaza. Such militarised approaches are inconsistent with the law
enforcement context of the occupied West Bank, where there have been at least 38
airstrikes in 2025 alone.

Palestinian armed groups are also increasingly active in the northern West Bank,
deploying improvised explosive devices inside refugee camps, including near UNRWA
facilities and civilian infrastructure. They have engaged in violent clashes with both Israeli
and Palestinian Forces. From December 2024 onwards, Palestinian Forces operations
further exacerbated displacement from Jenin camp. ...

Jenin Camp stands empty today, evoking memories of the second intifada. This scene
stands to be repeated in other camps. Under the Knesset laws implemented on 30
January, UNRWA no longer has any contact with the Israeli authorities, making it
impossible to raise concerns about civilian suffering or the urgent need for the delivery of
humanitarian assistance. This puts at grave risk the lives of Palestine Refugees and the
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UNRWA staff that serve them.
To read the full press release see
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/large-scale-forced-displacement-

west-bank-impacts-40000-people

TOP

Special Envoy on Freedom of Religion or Belief
Lord Dodds of Duncairn (DUP) [HL4534] To ask His Majesty's Government what steps
they are taking to be a global leader in protecting freedom of religion or belief around the
world.
Lord Collins of Highbury: The UK remains strongly committed to freedom of
religion or belief (FORB) for all abroad. It is our firm opinion that no one should live
in fear because of what they do or do not believe in. We are championing the right
to FORB and promoting tolerance and mutual respect through our engagement in
multilateral fora, our bilateral work, and our programme funding, including the
FCDO John Bunyan Fund, a designated programme for FORB-focused overseas
projects. The appointment of David Smith MP as the Special Envoy for FORB is a
clear signal of the UK's ongoing commitment to these efforts.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/h14534

Information about the John Bunyan Fund, referred to above, can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-10-15/104086/

TOP

OSCE calls for greater efforts to counter resurgent anti-Semitism and promote
tolerance

Governments, civil society, representatives of Jewish and other faith communities, as well
as experts from across the OSCE region meet this week to take stock of current efforts to
counter anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance and find new ways forward to tackle
this deep-rooted hatred at the annual Conference on Addressing Anti-Semitism in the
OSCE Region ...

“This year marks the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. As the living
memory of the Holocaust fades, we have a profound responsibility to commemorate the
victims of this atrocity and to understand its ongoing meaning and consequences,“ the
Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland Elina
Valtonen noted in her opening speech. “We must all do our part and strive to build tolerant,
open, and inclusive societies, ensuring that everyone, especially the younger generation,
can look forward to a future free from hatred.”

Anti-Semitism has a long and complex history in the OSCE region, and it remains a major
concern. This deep-rooted hatred does not only pose a threat to Jewish individuals,
families, and communities, but also to democracy and a free, diverse and peaceful society.


https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/large-scale-forced-displacement-west-bank-impacts-40000-people
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/large-scale-forced-displacement-west-bank-impacts-40000-people
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/hl4534
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-10-15/104086/

... The commitments in this area, culminating in the 2014 Basel Declaration in which states
rejected and condemned anti-Semitism, remains the foundation and guiding principle of
the organization’s work in this area.

“The unspeakable atrocity of the Holocaust was the result of an ideology, an ancient hatred
built on exclusion, marginalization, and the devaluation of human life,” emphasized Maria
Telalian, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR). “But through awareness raising and interfaith dialogue, we are planting the
seeds of understanding and empathy, challenging the myths and stereotypes that have
fuelled anti-Semitic hatred for far too long.” ...

Participants agreed that the commitment to tackling anti-Semitism and all other forms of
hatred requires more than words. It requires proactive, comprehensive and sustained
efforts, creative collaboration, and the courage to confront difficult truths. Only through
cooperation between governments, civil society, Jewish and other religious or belief
communities, the media, the private sector, universities, and international organizations,
will it be possible to ensure the principles on which the OSCE is based become reality,
helping to build a more resilient and secure region for all.

“Participating States and international organizations including the OSCE have made
considerable progress in the past two decades in addressing a resurgent anti-Semitism,
with the drafting of national strategies, appointment of coordinators, more intensive
monitoring of hate crimes and data collection, new educational initiatives, and enhanced
security for synagogues and other communal centers. And yet, Jews throughout the OSCE
region consider anti-Semitism today to be such a real threat that it has altered the way
they live their lives ... the Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office on
Combating Anti-Semitism, Rabbi Andrew Baker noted. ...

To read the full press release see

https://www.osce.org/chairpersonship/585610

The Basel Declaration, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.osce.orqg/files/f/documents/2/d/130556.pdf

United States: UN experts condemn sanctions against the ICC
UN experts expressed grave concern ... after the U.S. President signed an Executive
Action authorising sanctions on the International Criminal Court, its personnel and
individuals or entities who cooperate with it.
“The order is an attack on global rule of law and strikes at the very heart of the international
criminal justice system. The financial restrictions it will impose undermine the ICC and its
investigations into war crimes and crimes against humanity across the world, including
those committed against women and children,” the experts said.
On 6 January, the U.S. President signed an Executive Order which states that “any effort
by the ICC to investigate, arrest, detain, or prosecute protected persons [...], constitutes
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United
States”, and declares a national emergency to address this "threat.” It “opposes and
expects our allies to oppose” all actions by the ICC against the US, Israel or any other ally
that has not consented to ICC jurisdiction.
“The jurisdiction of the ICC has been litigated and settled by rulings of the ICC and is not
exercised contrary to the international law,” the experts said: “By sanctioning the ICC, the
U.S. President is gravely undermining the 'never again' legacy of Nuremberg, a
cornerstone of evolving international criminal law since 1945.” ...
“Legal professionals at the ICC work tirelessly to drive accountability and justice across
the globe,” the experts said. “Our efforts to uphold international law rely upon the work of
the ICC prosecutors.”
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“Imposing sanctions on court personnel for carrying out their professional responsibilities
constitutes a flagrant violation of human rights and undermines the principles of judicial
independence and the rule of law," the experts said. ...
To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/02/united-states-un-experts-condemn-
sanctions-against-icc

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

** Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Bill as introduced
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0164/240164.pdf

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

** Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Amendment Paper
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58632/documents/5918

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults day pbc 0211.pdf

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Committee Stage, House of Lords: Third Day
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-10/debates/178B416A-DEC0-4900-B894-
87F32BFCO6ES8/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

and
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-10/debates/17F5C3EF-71F3-49D6-BE59-
DEB2E4181E37/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

Amendment Paper
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58647/documents/5922

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/
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Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-

bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC))
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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