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Education (Assemblies) Bill: Second Reading
col 965 Baroness Burt of Solihull (Liberal Democrat): ... The UK is the only western
democracy that legally imposes worship in publicly funded schools. Sections 70 and 71 of
the Schools Standards and Framework Act require all state schools that are not of a
religious nature already to hold daily acts of collective worship that must be of a “wholly or
mainly” Christian character. The Bill seeks to reform assemblies in schools without a
religious character to make sure they include all children and contribute to their spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development.
In my opinion, school assemblies can be a good thing. They should foster a sense of
community and promote the moral and social development of pupils. But that is not what
is happening in many schools today, because the required religious aspect means that
many children are withdrawn from assemblies, often to be left in corridors or classrooms,
excluded from their peers and without any meaningful equivalent activity, which can make
a child feel excluded and different. Some non-Christian children will feel pressurised to
attend just to fit in.
col 966 This is not a radical Bill, and it would not impact on the teaching of religion or belief
in schools. It would not affect the ability of the one-third of schools that are religious schools
to conduct collective worship, although it does mandate that children withdrawn from
collective worship in these schools should be awarded equally meaningful school
assemblies instead of being left in corridors. It would allow pupils and teachers at schools
of no religious character to organise voluntary acts of worship for children who want to
attend, so long as their parents permit them to do so.
The Bill would not end assemblies in schools. Rather, it would require schools to hold
assemblies focused on the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all children.
The British Social Attitudes survey consistently shows that around half of British adults say
they belong to no religion and that more than 60% do not identify as Christian. Of those
aged 18 to 24, 68% say they are non-religious versus 18% saying they are Christian. ...
A 2019 YouGov poll asked parents to rank a list of 13 possible activities that could take
place in a school assembly, and they ranked collective worship last. In fact, more than half
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said that religious worship was not an appropriate activity. ...

col 967 Lord Watson of Invergowrie (Labour): ... the UK is the only western democracy
with legal requirements for religious worship in schools, and that must be broadly Christian
in those without a religious character. | think that is clearly inappropriate in a country where
the 2021 census showed for the first time that Christians are now a minority, and where
the population are less religious and more diverse than ever before. ...

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child has repeatedly called for the
repeal of legislation concerning collective worship in schools, describing it as incompatible
with children’s freedom of religion or belief. ...

The law as it stands is, | have to say, widely ignored. A 2022 survey of more than 7,500
teachers recorded 66% as saying that their school did not hold collective worship. This
included not just 79% of teachers at schools without a religious character but, remarkably
in some respects, 11% of those teaching in faith schools. ... There was a time when Ofsted
was required to note non-compliance, but it ceased inspecting collective worship some 20
years ago after three-quarters of schools were found to be non-compliant ...

col 968 Baroness Meacher (Crossbench): ... It seems to me that morality is incredibly
important in our society; we are losing a huge opportunity by having Christian assemblies
in schools, which of course exclude the majority of children. Children need to be taught
early the importance of generosity, kindness, neighbourliness, community support and so
on. ...

| regard it as very important that we replace religious Christian assemblies with morality-
based assemblies that are completely inclusive. ...

col 969 The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: ... Collective worship is a vital part of school
life. It is key to fostering a sense of fellowship and cohesion; to celebrating festivals, and
not just Christian ones; and to strengthening religious literacy. Importantly, the current
legislation already allows schools to tailor their provision to suit their pupils’ spiritual needs,
and allows schools and academies to develop their ethos and values.

Among the many benefits of collective worship is the chance to explore and understand
values such as forgiveness, humility, gratitude and justice. Collective worship allows for
time away from the target-driven culture of education, creating a space for the possibility
of an encounter with the divine or for reflection on the larger questions of life: the meaning
and purpose of life. Children need space to ponder these things, which are the province
of spirituality. ... Research shows that spirituality has a very strong impact on well-being
and mental health, whether religious or not.

Some may say that the removal of collective worship would allow schools to allocate extra
time to cover themes such as the environment, health, relationships, self-esteem and so
on, but it is likely that schools may well end up using this time for extra lessons such as
maths and English instead. | worry that the Bill will simply remove the protection around
valuable space for reflection as part of the school day. Whether in times of crisis or
celebration, collective worship brings the entire community together for reflection.

There is no doubt that Britain has become less overtly religious over the past decades, yet,
although fewer of us call ourselves practising Christians, the country remains steeped in
echoes of our collective faith and many would still describe themselves as spiritual.
Worship and spirituality underpin the ceremonies that shape our lives. Often, still, it is the
responsibility of the Church of England to capture and make space for expression of the
national mood, and many turn to faith institutions in times of life and death. ...

col 970 | am concerned that, if the Bill is passed in its current form, one consequence may
be to make anything more than a wholly secular assembly illegal and contested in our
schools. Most children would not know about the Christmas or Easter stories, nor have the
opportunity to learn about other faiths, if it were not for collective worship. ...

There is already provision for parents to withdraw their children from collective worship if
they wish to do so, but, when there is no space for reflection on faith, people of all faiths



feel diminished, not just Christians. ...

Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP): ... there is already a high level of flexibility in our system.
Indeed, there is a complete and sacrosanct opportunity for any pupil, via their parents or
as sixth formers, to withdraw from any assembly. If a religious assembly goes against the
religious views of a family, or if they wish to express a more secular point of view, there is
that complete freedom to withdraw. This Bill ... is solving a problem that does not
necessarily exist.

On the contrary, although there is at present the opportunity to withdraw if someone has a
fundamental objection, | see no provision in this Bill that allows any parent to object to
what they may believe to be a humanist assembly. It makes those assemblies completely
compulsory, and reduces rights rather than enhancing them. ...

It does not simply remove the requirement for an assembly with a religious character to it;
it actually bans the school from holding any “acts of worship or ... religious observance”.
col 971 Clearly, that would constitute a prayer or a hymn, for example, or telling a story
from the Bible. ... It could mean that, if a school were holding its annual act of
remembrance, there would be a ban on saying a prayer of thanks for the service of those
who paid the supreme sacrifice. ... If a school wanted to hold a service of remembrance
for a pupil who had sadly died, again, there could be no religious overtones to that. Does
it mean that an annual nativity play—which is clearly telling a biblical story—would
constitute an act of worship? ...

However much it may be unfashionable to acknowledge it now, we have a country that is
based, as is western democracy, on Judeo-Christian values. We owe a great deal to those
values and they are equally relevant today, perhaps more so than in the past; such values,
as has been highlighted, include teaching the sanctity of human life, and love and
compassion—and not simply love for your family and friends, or even community, but the
Christian ethos of loving your enemy. ... If we are to have entirely humanist assemblies,
in which no religious element is allowed at all, we will move to a situation that will push a
number of parents into a straight choice between a state school and one that is much more
religiously based, and that will effectively segregate people even more. ...

col 972 Lord Davies of Brixton (Labour): ... | speak as a corridor child ... | can testify to
the pointlessness of being excluded from the life of a school, which is an inevitable result
of the current approach. ... the Bill represents a significant step towards ensuring that the
education system in England reflects the diversity and inclusivity of modern British
society. ...

The UK is home to people of many different religions and to many, including me, with no
religion at all. According to the 2001 census, almost 40% of people in England and Wales
identify as having no religion, and a growing proportion of the rest do not identify as
Christian. Forcing students to participate in Christian worship—because that is effectively
what happens—is not only out of step with societal changes but contradicts the principles
of freedom of belief.

col 973 While parents have the right to withdraw their children from these acts of worship,
that places an unfair burden on families and can isolate children from their peers. ...

col 974 Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle (Green): ... we often hear about how much
pressure there is on schools and how much difficulty they have fitting in time for important
lessons and activities. Here is a space and time for moral, spiritual and cultural
development that we could be using far more creatively and better. ... the time that is
currently theoretically allocated for worship could be used creatively to learn about nature,
and for the consideration of ourselves as human animals in a more than human world.
Secondly ... the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has said that the imposition of
worship undermines children’s rights under Article 9 of the Human Rights Convention and
Article 14 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. ...

During this time, a local theatre group could come in and put on a little play that poses a



moral conundrum, which could then be discussed. As | said, the time could be used to
discuss nature, or there could be lessons in first aid and how to react in situations where
it is needed. ...

col 975 Baroness Falkner of Margravine (Crossbench): ... the widening of what is
covered in assemblies is attractive on the face of it, but it should be seen alongside the
consequential narrowing of the other attributes of the current system, reducing the space
to share values within the majority Judeo-Christian tradition and the ability to hold vibrant
discussions about minority relations. | speak as a secular Muslim, and | know that those
discussions are undertaken very well in the current curriculum, as well as those of other
religious values.

My second point is on contested arguments, not least on social media, and disinformation
in news, where young people are easily directed to misinformation. The current curriculum
offers a safe space for some of these discussions. It is a rare opportunity for people to
have some direction on what can be covered, but it still allows for the important value-
driven conversations that are not available elsewhere to be imparted for young people to
think about. ...

So, on balance, as a supporter of both Humanists UK and the National Secular Society, |
say to the House that two things possibly flow here. One is the danger of making these
quite long-term changes in a Private Member’s Bill. The other is that we are well served.
Let us have the analysis of which schools are not currently sufficiently wide in their
teachings in these assemblies, and come back with more deliberate and considered
legislation to see how we may improve that situation.

Baroness Barran (Conservative): ... collective worship is important and gives children in
school a time to learn and to reflect but to do that with a sense of community, and religion
allows children to learn some of the essential values of life. Many of the topics that the
noble Baroness, Lady Burt, cited as possible topics for secular collective worship are part
of Christianity and often already form part of the collective worship that happens in our
schools every day.

col 976 ... the existing legislation is flexible, and | feel that it is unjust to describe it as an
imposition or a coercion of children or their parents. ... it is already possible for children or
indeed whole schools to be exempted from this practice. ...

Obviously, we accept that social attitudes are changing, but one can also then make the
argument that it is more important than ever that we have some common core that children
understand and learn from, because they are unlikely to learn it elsewhere in modern
society, other than possibly at home. The Judeo-Christian principles, which | am sure we
could have many good debates about, underpin our culture and have withstood the test of
time. ...

Our teachers are absolutely aware of how our society is changing; they are aware of the
diversity in their communities, and they have the skill and sensitivity to make sure that it is
translated every morning to the collective worship ...

col 977 The Minister of State, Department for Education (Baroness Smith of
Malvern): ... | express reservations on behalf of the Government about the Bill. First, on
collective worship ... | believe that it fosters reflection on belief and societal values. As
several noble Lords have said, existing legislation allows schools considerable flexibility to
meet their pupils’ spiritual needs while promoting the school’s ethos and values. Despite
Britain’s increasingly diverse religious landscape, Christianity remains the principal
religion. ...

| was struck by the arguments made by my noble friend Lady Morris, who saw both sides
of the argument but made a strong argument at that point about the social significance of
the festivities and worship that often brings people together across the country and at
particular times of both celebration and difficulty. ...

However, it is completely right that there is flexibility for exemptions within the legislation.



As has already been stated, non-religious schools may seek exemptions if their community
predominantly follows another faith. Although current law does not provide for non-
religious alternatives, students over 16 and parents of younger pupils retain the right of
unconditional withdrawal from collective worship, which gives them an element of
choice. ...

col 978 It is our view that 16 is an appropriate age to have the right to withdraw from
collective worship. This is in line with English case law and the European Convention on
Human Rights, and we believe it balances the rights of parents and of children. It is
consistent with the age at which they can make other decisions on matters affecting their
lives, such as consenting to medical treatment, consenting to sexual activity or consenting
to get married or register a civil partnership.

There was a strong consensus in the debate on the need to ensure that our schools are
teaching the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and other inclusive values ... The Bill itself
proposes replacing daily collective worship in non-religious schools with assemblies
focused on that spiritual, moral, social and cultural education. ...

However, as others have also said, under the Education Act 2002, schools must already
promote SMSC [Spiritual, Moral, Social, and Cultural] development through various
means, including the basic and national curricula. Collective worship is one avenue, but
there are many others—such as religious education, history, citizenship and the arts ...
Furthermore, schools can already hold assemblies focused on that development alongside
collective worship if they choose, and many already do. ...

On fundamental values, state-funded schools are also required to promote fundamental
British values. ...

col 979 | do not think it would be fair to say that the current legislative situation with respect
to collective worship prevents the development of all the other very important learning ...
The Bill proposes replacing collective worship in non-religious schools with mandatory
daily assemblies promoting spiritual, moral and social values. It is probably worth noting
that the Bill requires that to be delivered through daily assemblies. The definition of
collective worship does not strictly require an assembly, as such. It could be carried out in
classes, or through hymns, prayers or other forms of reflection. In this legislation, there is
at least the risk of a greater burden or responsibility on schools. ... Additionally, requiring
religious schools to provide meaningful alternatives to withdrawn students introduces
questions of implementation. What constitutes equal educational worth and how long
should these assemblies last? The diversity of collective worship practices makes a
requirement to organise an alternative potentially complex and onerous for schools. ...

Baroness Burt of Solihull: ... To my mind, it all boils down to inclusivity. You cannot
share values with your colleagues and with your fellow students if you are not there—that
is the point. It is all very well saying that you can definitely exclude some children, but | do
not want children to be excluded; | want them to be included. ...

col 980 ... the system we are working on at the moment not only is anachronistic but does
not work, because different children are having all kinds of different experiences. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-07/debates/FAG7E4EC-8C15-479E-A5EA-
802C6FE512AE/Education(Assemblies)Bill(HL)

Information about the Education (Assemblies) Bill, debated above, can be read at
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

The Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998, referred to above by Baroness Burt of
Solihull, can be read at
https.//www.leqislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/contents

The European Convention on Human Rights, referred to above by Baroness Bennett of
Manor Castle, can be read at
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/convention ENG
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The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, referred to above by Baroness Bennett of
Manor Castle, can be read at
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child

The Education Act 2002, referred to above by Baroness Smith of Malvern, can be read at
https:.//www.leqislation.qov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents

Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill (Twelfth sitting)
... col 447 Lizzi Collinge (Labour): ... Clause 51 allows new schools to be opened without
ideological restrictions on their type ... it also creates the ability to open new 100% faith-
selective schools, which worries me. The current 50% cap on faith selection for academies
was introduced by the Labour Government in 2007 ... That 50% limit was supported by all
three main parties. ...
The problem is that 100% faith-selective schools are less socioeconomically diverse than
might be expected for their catchment area, and less socioeconomically diverse than
schools that are subject to the 50% cap. Compared with their 50% selective peers, 100%
faith-selective schools are also less ethnically diverse than would be expected. Faith
selective schools remain less inclusive across multiple factors. In my view, 100% faith
selective admissions only exacerbate inequalities in the school system.
The Sutton Trust found that faith schools are less inclusive of disadvantaged children. The
Office of the Schools Adjudicator found that faith-selective schools are less inclusive of
children in care. The London School of Economics found that faith-selective schools are
less inclusive of children with special educational needs and disabilities. Faith-selective
admissions also disproportionately favour wealthier families, because they are
socioeconomically more selective than other types of school. Compared with other
schools, faith-selective schools admit fewer children eligible for free school meals than
would be expected for their catchment area.
col 448 Many faith-selective schools operate a system of scoring for religious attendance
and volunteering. In my view, this activity is simply easier for those with more economic or
social capital—those who do not work weekends, nights or shifts, and who have a
professional background where one is very happy and comfortable going into a new
environment; perhaps one went to church as a child. ...
Faith-selective schools encourage and embed educational inequalities ...

Damian Hinds (Conservative): ... There are two main reasons people seek to limit school
admissions on the basis of faith. The first is that some people do not like religion, organised
religion, or the involvement of the state with organised religion. ... The second is that it is
sometimes said that faith-based admission policies shut out others from good schools.
There is sometimes a sense that it is academic or social selection by the back door. ...
Some people ...talk about the second issue when really they have in mind the first. One
can be a proxy for the other. ...

col 449 We have always allowed denominational schools. In fact, we have not just
“allowed” it; denominational schools and faith schools have always been a key part of the
system. ...

col 250 Some of the top-performing schools in the country are denominational schools with
faith-based admissions. There are some very poor-performing faith schools and some
brilliantly performing non-faith schools ...

By the way, there is no such thing as 100% faith selection; that happens only if a school is
oversubscribed. If a state-funded school has spare places, at the end of the day, it is
obliged to let anybody come along. However, if a school is oversubscribed and we lose
the faith admissions criterion, the nature of the school will change. ... There is something
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intrinsic to having a faith designation and a faith ethos in a school. ...

col 451 Munira Wilson (Liberal Democrat): ... Amendment 48 does not seek to prevent
faith schools from opening. It would simply apply the cap to any type of school—academy,
maintained, voluntary aided or whatever.

For me, the main driver for that safeguard is social cohesion and ethnic diversity. We have
talked a lot about Church schools, but there are other faiths that seek to set up schools in
certain areas of the country where, without the cap in place, they would not get much racial
diversity. That is worrying for community cohesion. ...

Damian Hinds: ... Some of the top-performing schools in the country are Jewish schools
or Muslim schools.

Munira Wilson: ... All the amendment seeks is clarity in legislation that that 50% faith cap
will remain in place for any new school that opens. ...

col 454 The Minister for School Standards (Catherine McKinnell): ... The Government
support the ability of schools designated with a religious character to set faith-based
oversubscription criteria. This can support parents who wish to have their children
educated in line with their religious beliefs. However, it is for a school’s admission authority
to decide whether to adopt such arrangements. ...

Proposers, including faith groups, will be able to put forward a proposal in response to an
invitation from the local authority and where the local authority thinks that a new school
should be established in the area. As is already the case, faith groups can put forward
proposals for a new voluntary or foundation school outside the invitation process, for
example where they think that there is a need for particular places to replace an
independent school or to replace one or more foundations or voluntary schools that have
a religious character.

Although designated faith schools that are not subject to the 50% cap are not restricted in
the number of places that they can offer with reference to faith when oversubscribed, it is
for the admission authority to decide whether to adopt such arrangements. Indeed, there
is real variation: some choose to prioritise only a certain proportion of their places with
reference to faith in order to ensure that places are available for other children, regardless
of faith, while many do not use faith-based oversubscription criteria at all. Regardless of
the admissions policy set by the admission authority, faith schools remain subject to the
same obligations as any other state-funded school to actively promote the fundamental
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and
tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs, and to teach a broad and balanced
curriculum. ...

col 455 Let me say in response to concerns about faith schools being less
socioeconomically and ethnically diverse that, to be fair, it is not true of all faith schools.
Catholic schools are among the most ethnically diverse types of school. Faith schools tend
to have intakes that reflect wider intakes; they draw from a much larger catchment area,
which can often create a more diverse intake. The Department does not collect data about
the admission policies of schools with a religious character, and we do not have any data
on the proportion of children admitted to a school on the basis of faith or how many are
able to access a preferred place on the basis of their faith. That means that there is no
data to support capping faith admissions on the ground that they are restricting children
and parents from accessing the school of their choice. ...

[Following a vote] Clause 51 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-06/debates/718a7c1e-440c-409b-bbb7-
a73a1a62fe4f/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(TwelfthSitting)

The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill can be read at
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0151/240151.pdf
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Hate Crime Prosecution
Tom Gordon (Liberal Democrat) [902639] What steps [the Solicitor General] is taking to
help ensure the effective prosecution of people who commit hate crime.
The Solicitor General: Whether online or in person, stirring up hatred or inciting
violence will not be tolerated. The Government are determined to take swift and
robust action to stamp out hate crime, and perpetrators will face the full force of the
law. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-06/debates/C3DFFC55-B237-4C2E-
A776-7031D264C4DD/HateCrimeProsecution

Hate Crime: Prosecutions

Charlotte Cane (Liberal Democrat) [27734] To ask the Solicitor General, what steps she
is taking to help ensure the effective prosecution of people who commit hate crime.

Lucy Rigby: Hate crime is truly abhorrent and can have a devastating impact on

victims and their communities.

The Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) takes such offending very seriously.

The CPS works closely with the police to build robust cases and secure

prosecutions for these offences.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-30/27734

Death Certificates

Samantha Niblett (Labour) [28250] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home

Department, what steps she is taking to reduce the time taken to release death certificates.
Seema Malhotra: Since the implementation of the death certification reforms in
September 2024, the 5-day statutory time period for an informant to register a death
commences when the registrar receives a completed Medical Certificate of Cause
of Death (MCCD) from a Medical Examiner, or notification from a Coroner.
Monitoring by the General Register Office for England and Wales confirms that
current appointment availability for the bereaved with registrars in Local Authorities
to be available to register deaths is adequate, but the Government is continuing to
work towards the electronic registration of deaths to minimise the burden on
bereaved family members at a difficult time, as set out by the Secretary of State for
Science, Innovation and Technology.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-02-03/28250

Home Office: Muslims
Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [27492] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, what the potential cost to the public purse was of her Department's Islamic
network in each of the last five years.
Diana Johnson: The costs of individual faith and belief networks over the last five
financial years are not held centrally in an accessible form, and could only be
identified and verified for the purposes of answering this question at
disproportionate cost. However, the Department has previously provided cost
figures for all Staff Networks. The answer to this can be found here: PQ 26338
In addition, the Cabinet Office last year has audited the cost-effectiveness of all
equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI) activities and in response to that audit, new
guidance was published on Civil Service EDI Expenditure, including an end to all
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external spending on EDI activity, unless cleared and authorised by Ministers.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27492

House of Lords Written Answer

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme

Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay (Conservatove) [HL4384] To ask His Majesty's
Government, further to the Written Statement by Baroness Twycross on 22 January
(HLWS377), whether the annual limit of £25,000 on the amount individual places of
worship can claim from the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme will apply to the
building in which the work was carried out, or the body making the claim, such as a multi-
parish benefice.

Baroness Twycross: The annual limit of £25,000 applies to the individual listed

place of worship.

Further details can be found here in the Written Statement.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/h14384

TOP

Israel

House of Commons Oral Answers

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories

col 925 Andy McDonald (Labour): To ask the Foreign Secretary to make a statement on

the situation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): ... The whole House will be
well aware that for the people of Gaza, so many of whom have lost lives, homes or
loved ones, the last 14 months of conflict have been a living nightmare.
The UK is clear that we must see a negotiated two-state solution, with a sovereign
Palestinian state which includes the west bank and Gaza, alongside a safe and
secure Israel, with Jerusalem as the shared capital. That has been the framework
for peace for decades. Our priority remains ensuring the fragile ceasefire continues,
that all the hostages are released, that much-needed aid gets into Gaza and that
we can rebuild that pathway to sustainable peace. Palestinians must determine the
future of Gaza, with support from regional states and the wider international
community.
We would oppose any effort to move Palestinians in Gaza to neighbouring Arab
states against their will. There must be no forced displacement of Palestinians, nor
any reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip. Palestinian civilians should be able
to return to and rebuild their homes and their lives. That is a right guaranteed under
international law. Gaza is home to 2 million Palestinians and remains an integral
part of what must become a future Palestinian state, with Palestinians living next to
Israelis in peace and security. ...
The UK is investing in the ceasefire by doing all it can to support the surge in aid
that is needed. Alongside our existing support, on 28 January | announced a further
£70 million in funding to ensure healthcare, food and shelter reaches tens of
thousands of civilians, and to support vital infrastructure across the Occupied
Palestinian Territories and neighbouring countries.
We are also concerned at the expansion of the Government of Israel’s war aims
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and operations in the west bank. Stability is essential at this crucial time. We
recognise Israel’s right to defend itself and the continuing threat posed by armed
groups, but it must show restraint and ensure the scale and conduct of its
operations are commensurate to the threat posed. Civilians must be protected and
the destruction of civilian infrastructure minimised. The UK remains opposed to
illegal settlements, their expansion and settler violence. ...
col 926 Andy McDonald: ... The context in which we approach this question is following
16 months of bloodshed and the deaths of almost 50,000 Palestinians, and a welcome
temporary ceasefire. So the remarks of the US President, in conference with the Israeli
Prime Minister, that the US will “take over the Gaza Strip” to create a “Riviera of the Middle
East” and that “1.8 million Palestinians living in Gaza” should live in “other countries”, are
reckless and dangerous. That has emboldened the Israeli Defence Minister Katz overnight
to further propose the displacement of Palestinians from Gaza. The remarks are
generating fear and tension in the Palestinian population, and across the middle east ...
and will cause concern and more determined demonstrations in the UK.
The US President has also restored arms shipments, ended funding to the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency, and withdrawn from the UN Human Rights Council. Netanyahu
says that Israel will redraw the map, and the Israeli Defence Forces have detonated whole
streets in the Jenin refugee camp in the west bank. In such dangerous circumstances we
should be careful, calculated and accurate in our use of language. Forced displacement
of the type advocated, which has already occurred within the Gaza strip, is a breach of
international humanitarian rights and a war crime. Advocating the expulsion of a people is
also justly described as ethnic cleansing, and can only be achieved through yet further
appalling violence. ...
The Prime Minister’'s remark yesterday that the Palestinians “must be allowed home” is
most welcome, but the Government must go further. Will the Minister say that the UK
rejects the President’s remarks, and those of the Israeli Prime Minister and Defence
Minister? Will she confirm that recognition of the Palestinian state is an urgent necessity
in resolving the conflict? Will she confirm that the borders of that state are the 1967 borders
set out in UN Security Council resolution 242? Finally, when will the UK Government
respond to the International Court of Justice advisory opinion on the Israeli occupation of
the Occupied Palestinian Territories?
Anneliese Dodds: ... Of course, [Andy McDonald] is right to underline the appalling
suffering that so many Gazans have experienced over recent months. We also
recognise the suffering of the hostages and their families. ... The ceasefire must be
held to, not just in phase 1, but in phases 2 and 3, and ultimately we must see a
two-state solution.
col 927 ... the UK continues to work with all partners in the region towards peace,
which is so important. ... we believe that UNRWA must continue to operate, not
just in Gaza but on the west bank and, in relation to Palestinian refugees, in the
region more broadly. [Andy McDonald] also mentioned the situation in Jenin. We
have been very clear: there must be de-escalation. We are deeply concerned about
the potential for further instability because of recent developments. ...
The Prime Minister could not have been clearer in what he said; like so many of us,
was moved by “the image of thousands of Palestinians literally walking through the
rubble to try to find their homes and their communities in Gaza. They must be
allowed home. They must be allowed to rebuild, and we should be with them in that
rebuild on the way to a two-state solution.”—[Official Report, 5 February 2025; Vol.
761,c.745] ...
We are very clear: the Palestinians have the right, just as the Israelis do, to their
own sovereign state where they can live in security. We are determined to ensure
that recognition at the time when that is most conducive to achieving a two-state
solution, which is the right of both those peoples.
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Finally, on the subject of the ICJ, my hon. Friend will be aware that the Court’s
determination is a very detailed judgment, which it took many months to come to.
As behoves such a judgment, it is important that the Government consider it in
detail. That is exactly what we are doing ...
Wendy Morton (Conservative): ... The videos we have all watched of the released
hostages being reunited with their families are immensely moving. We cannot even begin
to imagine the pain that they have suffered since 7 October 2023. We also hold firmly in
our thoughts the hostages who remain in cruel captivity at the hands of Hamas, and the
families who continue to anxiously await news of their loved ones. The awful news that
eight hostages will not make it home alive must be unbearable for the families.
We reiterate our call for the Government to do everything in their power, with partners, to
push for humanitarian access to those who are still being held hostage. ...
col 928 On the subject of aid to Gaza, can the Minister give us an update on three points?
First, what is the turnaround time for British aid—the time between it reaching warehouses
in the region and its entering Gaza? Secondly, what metrics, if any, are the Government
using to monitor the distribution of that aid when it has entered Gaza? Finally, since the
ceasefire, have additional types and categories of aid been delivered?
Anneliese Dodds: ... When | was in Tel Aviv, | had the privilege of meeting the
brother of Emily Damari, as well as other hostage families, and obviously their
suffering has been extreme. ... | know that the whole House will recognise the pain
and suffering that has been undergone by the very large number of Gazans who
have lost their lives. A great many people are, of course, unaccounted for. For many
of us, the situation is unimaginable, as we try to put ourselves in the shoes of those
returning to their former homes, in some cases trying to find out whether their family
members are under the rubble. ...
Commissioner Lazzarini, the head of UNRWA, has said that claims that hostages
were held in UNRWA premises are “disturbing”, and | agree with him. | welcome
UNRWA'’s call for independent investigation of any misuse of its facilities, and
indeed there have been investigations previously: the Colonna review investigated
other allegations, and the UK has worked with UNRWA to ensure that those
investigations were thorough, and that the appropriate changes were made. ...
[Wendy Morton] asked about the turnaround times for UK aid getting into Gaza.
Certainly we have seen a far speedier throughput, but | am sure that she would
agree that we need to see commercial shipments of goods getting into Gaza; that
is necessary if there is to be delivery of food and other supplies on the scale that is
required. We continue to push the Government of Israel to enable that to happen
as quickly as possible. ...
We need access for tents in particular, as well as other forms of shelter and medical
supplies. ... We have seen improvements in some areas, but given the scale of the
challenge, we need to see further improvements, especially in relation to water and
sanitation where there has been a great deal of destruction. ...
col 929 Laura Kyrke-Smith (Labour): We have seen a really worrying escalation of
violence on the west bank, just at the time when this fragile peace has been found in Gaza.
Large parts of Jenin refugee camp have been completely destroyed by Israeli security
forces, and thousands have been forcibly displaced. UNRWA services have been
interrupted. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... the UK is very concerned about the situation in Jenin, which
we continue to monitor very carefully. We are clear that peace and stability on the
west bank is in everyone’s interests ... On 18 December, in a statement at the UN
Security Council meeting on the Occupied Palestinian Territories, the UK called on
Israel to stop illegal settlement expansion on Palestinian land, and we are
considering all options for taking further action.
Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): President Trump’s proposals for the forced
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displacement of Gaza’s 2.2 million inhabitants would constitute a grave violation of
international law, and threaten the fragile ceasefire and the return of the hostages. Will the
Minister condemn them?
The Palestinian people have a right to self-determination and to a state of their own, as
has been British policy for decades, so will the Government finally commit to an immediate
recognition of a Palestinian state along the 1967 borders? ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... | quoted the Prime Minister's remarks, which were most
definitely that Palestinians must be allowed to go back to their homes and
communities in Gaza, and must be allowed to rebuild. That is in line with
international law. There is no doubt whatsoever about the UK’s position on this. ...
col 930 The UK has been clear that we believe it is important that both Palestinians
and Israelis have the sovereignty that is required for them, and the security that is
necessary in order to live in peace. We will ensure that the UK’s decision on
recognition is a contribution to the process towards a two-state solution, which we
desperately need to see. ...
The UK is very clear that we must continue to do what we can to support people in
Gaza, must provide life-sustaining support, and must work with a whole range of
partners on this, and we will continue to do so.
Phil Brickell (Labour): Vast swathes of infrastructure in Gaza have been destroyed. What
work are the Government undertaking on supporting the Palestinian people to rebuild their
homes and communities, as is their right under international law?
Anneliese Dodds: ... We are clear that Gaza’s recovery and reconstruction must
be Palestinian-led. We have supported the Palestinian Authority in particular on
this. ...
David Mundell (Conservative): What practical support are the Government giving to
Egypt now that the Rafah crossing has reopened for medical emergencies? ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... We have supported the Egyptian Ministry of Health and
Population with £1 million, delivered through WHO Egypt, to support medically
evacuated Palestinians from Gaza. We are exploring further support ...
col 931 Imran Hussain (Labour): ... With 61,000 Palestinians killed, the ceasefire hanging
by a thread, and now a blueprint to ravage Gaza, ethnically cleanse Palestinians and
resettle the land, where exactly have diplomacy and refusing to sanction Israel led us? ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... It is absolutely right that we have sought to work with partners
on these issues, that we have supported statements within the UN Security Council,
that we have worked with partners in the region, that we have sought to achieve
change, and that we sought to ensure the ceasefire was agreed.
We need to see more hostages released, we need a surge of aid into Gaza and,
ultimately, we need to work with other countries towards the two-state solution that
is SO necessary. ...
We have stated very clearly, including at the highest level with the Prime Minister’s
statement yesterday, that those who are walking through the rubble to get back to
their homes and communities in Gaza must be allowed home. Of course, in saying
that, the Prime Minister is restating international law.
Kit Malthouse (Conservative): ... As we contemplate the hundreds of thousands of
people who are returning to their homes to dig out their relatives from under the rubble,
the welcome return of the hostages, and the 40,000-odd orphans—and even more
amputees—does she recognise that the hot air we have heard from both Governments,
frankly, got us to a situation in which the Israelis are demolishing buildings in Jenin with
people still inside and in which the President of the United States is openly contemplating
the forcible transfer of Palestinians? ...
First, are Arabs, and Palestinians in particular, entitled to the same protections under
international law as everybody else? Secondly, do we still affirm our support for UN
Security Council resolution 3236, which guarantees the Palestinians’ safety, security and
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sovereignty in their own land? ...
col 932 Anneliese Dodds: ... this UK Government have taken a different approach
from the previous Government on matters of accountability. We were very clear
that the UK’s arms export regime had to be held to and operated in line with
international humanitarian law. That underwrote the decisions we took in the
autumn: we said we would examine that regime and deliver on it, and we examined
that regime and suspended a number of licences. He is also aware about the new
UK Government’s different position on the legitimacy of the International Criminal
Court, the International Court of Justice and UNRWA, and he is aware that we
resumed funding for UNRWA. ...
... we have been very clear about the right to return.
Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): The television footage of many thousands of Palestinian
men, women and children walking back to northern Gaza was a powerful reminder not just
of the forceable displacement they have already suffered, but of the extraordinary
resilience of that people. That is why there is real anger among Palestinians today that,
yet again, the very existence of their homeland is being subject to the whims of another
colonial power. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... in many cases they have no choice but to walk back to their
homes because of the destruction of roads and other infrastructure, but many of
those homes have been destroyed. ... To underline yet another time, the UK’s
commitment to international law is very clear. ...
col 933 Zubir Ahmed (Labour): The Prime Minister was quite clear when he said at that
Dispatch Box that the right of Gazans to return and remain on their land is absolute. As
they return, there are many hundreds of thousands of psychologically and physically
damaged children, which is unprecedented in recent memory. What can we, the British
state, do to help them?
Anneliese Dodds: ... We are having urgent discussions with our partners on this,
and those discussions extend to the concerning issues around psychosocial trauma
that has been experienced by children and ensuring that those vulnerable children
receive the support that they need in the future.
Bob Blackman (Conservative): It is welcome news that some hostages have been
released, but the shocking scenes that we have seen of brave young women surrounded
by terrorists demonstrate that Hamas are still in charge in Gaza. The question now turns
to how we ensure that the Palestinian people can return to safe and secure homes, that
the terror tunnels are destroyed and that Hamas play no part in the governance of Gaza. ...
Anneliese Dodds: | share the hon. Member’s concern about those scenes ... The
UK Government have been very clear: Hamas must not play a part in those future
governance arrangements. We have been seeking to work in a practical manner
with the Palestinian Authority, especially making sure that they have the expertise
that they need for their reform programme ...
Sarah Coombes (Labour): ... Will the Minister say more about how we are focusing on
the key issue here, which is how the UK is supporting a ceasefire and the rebuilding of
Gaza?
col 934 Anneliese Dodds: ... The UK has sought to invest in the ceasefire. That
was the reason why, just last week, we announced additional humanitarian support
and support in relation to much-needed services in Gaza, so that we could ensure
that that surge in aid, which is so necessary, is not just there now, but sustained. ...
Dave Doogan (SNP): ... what the United States President intimated earlier this week
amounts to ethnic cleansing. Are the UK Government of the same view that, if prosecuted,
his plan would amount to ethnic cleansing? If not, what do the UK Government understand
ethnic cleansing to be? ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... We have been determined to ensure that we are very clear
about the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court and the International Court
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of Justice. We have also removed that ban on UNWRA funding, and supported
moves at the UN, through the Security Council, that have been specifically focused
on trying to push forward the two-state solution that is so important. ...
Rachel Hopkins (Labour): Yesterday, we welcomed the Prime Minister's comments
about how the Palestinians must be allowed home and must be allowed to rebuild. We
should be with them in that rebuild and on the way to a two-state solution, yet settler
violence against Palestinians continues to increase. Will the Minister confirm that this
Government have no intention of lifting the sanctions that the UK has imposed on Israeli
settlers and settler groups, and will the Government even consider expanding them?
Anneliese Dodds: ... We condemn that activity and believe that it reduces the
prospect of a two-state solution. ...
Alec Shelbrooke (Conservative): ... We are all aware that Iran played a major role
through its antisemitic regime in funding Hamas and Hezbollah, with the stated aim of
destroying the state of Israel. If there is to be faith in the reconstruction of Gaza, people
who want to do that will have to have faith that there is a secure situation. ...
col 935 Anneliese Dodds: ... The UK Government are clear that Iran has long
destabilised the middle east. That has obviously been done through military means,
but it has also given financial and political support to its proxies and partners,
including lranian-aligned militia groups in Iraq and Syria, Hezbollah in Lebanon,
which he mentioned, and the Houthis in Yemen. We will continue to work with
international partners to encourage de-escalation. Long-term peace and security in
the middle east cannot be achieved without addressing Iran’s destabilising
activity ...
Richard Burgon (Labour): Trump has lifted the lid on Israel's real plan: the ethnic
cleansing—the forced displacement—of Palestinians. Nobody can claim any longer that
they did not know or do not know what is going on: a genocide. All the warm words in the
world about a two-state solution will not stop it; only sanctions will, as the world’s top court
demands. That means bans on Israeli settlement goods entering this country. It means
sanctions on trade and an arms embargo. ... Will the Minister confirm that the Government
will finally treat Israel as they have rightly treated Russia and impose widespread
sanctions?
Anneliese Dodds: ... the UK Government are absolutely determined to ensure that
there is not forced displacement. That would be contrary to international law.
Gazans must be allowed home and, in the words of the Prime Minister himself,
“must be allowed to rebuild”.—[Official Report, 5 February 2025; Vol. 761, c. 745.]
My hon. Friend asked about the situation in relation to arms exports. He will be
aware that on 2 September we suspended a number of export licences to Israel for
use in military operations in Gaza ...
Ellie Chowns (Green): ... Does the Minister recognise that forcible displacement of a
population under occupation constitutes ethnic cleansing and is a war crime? Will she
clearly and unequivocally condemn the remarks of President Trump? Will she recognise
the state of Palestine, as an essential step to the long-term sustainable peace that she
has articulated support for?
Anneliese Dodds: ... we have been clear that any attempt to prevent Gazans from
returning home to their communities, and to suggest that they must remain and be
housed in other Arab states, would be contrary to international law. ...
col 936 | agree with her that the lever of recognition is important and will be crucial
for the two-state solution, which will be so important to peace in the region. That is
why the UK is so carefully considering how we go about that; we know that
ultimately both Israelis and Palestinians have the right to live in sovereign states,
in security, and we will ensure that our actions are as strong as possible to get us
to that outcome.
Jon Pearce (Labour): ... The Government are right to reject anything that risks
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undermining the ceasefire and the release of the remaining hostages. However, no top-
down political solution will be sustainable unless we build trust between Israeli and
Palestinian communities and support the peacebuilders of the future. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... That is an area in which the UK has a certain amount of
expertise, derived from those who have been peacebuilding in Northern Ireland and
other contexts, and it is important that we seek to contribute to it. ...
Robbie Moore (Conservative): ... Many constituents ... have kindly contacted me about
their deep concern for the wellbeing of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya, who has been detained by
the IDF. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... the UK Government have raised that issue with Israeli
counterparts. We are concerned about the situation. We believe that there needs
to be clarity on why any individuals, including medical staff, are being held. It is also
crucial that the Red Cross is able to visit those who have been detained. ...
col 937 Andy Slaughter (Labour): Since the ceasefire in Gaza, there has been open
warfare against civilians in the west bank, dehumanising of the whole Palestinian
population, and the threat of ethnic cleansing through a second Nakba. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... We are deeply concerned by the intensity of IDF military
operations in the west bank, as well as by attacks from Palestinian militants. We
recognise Israel’s need to defend itself against security threats, but we are deeply
worried about the methods that Israel has employed and about reports of civilian
casualties and the destruction of civilian infrastructure. ...
Christine Jardine (Liberal Democrat): ... | am disappointed that [the Minister] does not
see this as the ideal moment to commit to recognising the state of Palestine. What is being
done across Government to reassure the communities in this country who have suffered
outrageous abuse since 7 October 20237
Anneliese Dodds: ... Palestinian statehood is the right of the Palestinian people—
it is not in the gift of any neighbour—and is essential to the long-term security of
Israel as well. ...
We have seen a disturbing rise in antisemitism, and also in Islamophobia. All forms
of hatred must be condemned and acted against, and we are working hard against
that hatred ...
Brian Leishman (Labour): How do the Government address Amnesty International’s
concerns that economic activities with illegal Israeli settlements contribute to both their
sustainability and their growth, thus undermining Palestinians’ rights, and that business
enterprises involved with Israel’s illegal settlements may be involved and complicit in
international crimes?
Anneliese Dodds: We are very clear that Israeli efforts to undermine a two-state
solution through settlement building, settler violence and punitive economic
measures are unacceptable. We are aware that settlement expansion reached
record levels in the past year, which was very disturbing, and of course it has been
accompanied by an increase in settler violence. ... settlements are illegal under
international law. They present an obstacle to peace and threaten the physical
viability of a two-state solution.
col 938 Matt Western (Labour): The current ceasefire is clearly welcome, but it is fragile,
given that Israel seems determined to pursue a policy of expansionism. We have seen the
bombings in Jenin and the expansion into southern Lebanon, as well as into the buffer
zone of the Golan heights, and Israel will only be emboldened by the irresponsible
ramblings of the new US President. Does the Minister agree that we are witnessing ethnic
cleansing, and can | urge the UK Government to lead at the United Nations with a new
resolution for a Marshall plan to ensure the rebuilding of Gaza on the terms of the
Palestinian people?
Anneliese Dodds: ... we have been working with a range of partners on that issue,
seeking to support the Palestinian Authority ...
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Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru): ... Any proposal that would oversee the forcible transfer of the
entire population of Gaza would clearly constitute an egregious breach of international
humanitarian law, but it would also amount to ethnic cleansing. The Government have
previously emphasised the importance of a rules-based international order underpinned
by adherence to international humanitarian law, but how do they hope to defend and
strengthen that order when yet another permanent member of the United Nations Security
Council seems intent on dismantling it?
Anneliese Dodds: ... the UK Government do indeed support a rules-based
international order. That is critical to international law, including international
humanitarian law ... we will continue to hold to it, including within the UN and with
all of our partners.
Rachael Maskell (Labour Co-op): ... Does the Minister recognise that the lack of
recognition of Palestine now is denying people across Palestine the protection that they
need?
Anneliese Dodds:... The UK Government have been absolutely clear that we have
seen far too much death and destruction in Gaza—we are now seeing truly heart-
rending scenes of people trying to return to communities that have been destroyed,
and we have seen over 46,000 people being killed. That population requires our
support, and | do not believe that is contingent on political circumstances.
col 939 Shockat Adam (Independent): ... Close to 48,000 Palestinian men, women and
children have been killed, while hundreds of thousands are returning to the rubble that was
once their homes and, as we speak, mothers are looking for their children in the rubble. At
the same time, the most powerful man in the most powerful country in the world is behaving
like a gangster. He is talking about displacing these people from their land, replacing their
homes with beachfront properties, and creating casinos and a riviera. Is this not the time
to categorically use the same words we use for other conflicts, and call this out for what it
is: the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people? We must immediately recognise a
Palestinian state ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... the UK has been and will continue to be an advocate for the
international rules-based order ... it must be possible for people to return, and |
agree with the hon. Member about the horrendous situation so many Gazans are
facing ...
Jacob Collier (Labour): The comments made by the President of the United States about
a riviera of the middle east undermine the hard work towards a two-state solution that ...
is the only way to have a lasting peace in the region. Can she confirm that it will be for the
Palestinian people to determine the destiny of their country?
Anneliese Dodds: ... absolutely, we have been a crystal clear on that. Indeed, as
| stated previously, we have been working with the Palestinian Authority on this.
Jim Shannon (DUP): ... Let me make it clear in the first instance that, not having seen the
full detail of Trump’s plans for Gaza, | believe | need to see more detail, and | think we
should all look at that more astutely. However, | very much want a future for Gaza that
sees a barren wasteland of death and destruction become something of value, with jobs,
an economy and safety. Israel needs a secure border that safeguards Israeli citizens so
that Hamas terrorists, murderers, rapists and child killers cannot murder Israeli people. We
should remember that China and Iran have stood alongside Hamas. Will the Minister
consent to keeping an open mind on a dialogue with a fresh approach to help those in
Israel and the Gaza strip?
Anneliese Dodds: ... That is one of the many reasons why commercial operations
have to be allowed to resume, and it is really important that the Government of
Israel enable that. ...
col 940 Patricia Ferguson (Labour): ... Over the last 16 months or so, we have seen
Palestinian people displaced from their homes and communities—on many occasions not
justonce, but perhaps twice or three times—so for the President of the United States to
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suggest a further forced displacement seems to me to be not just illegal, but incredibly
cruel. ... is it not now time for the international community and our Government to
recognise Palestine as a state and give it all the international support and strength that
that would provide?
col 940 ... 90% of the population of Gaza has been displaced, some two or three
times, and some up to nine times. When we consider the impact on whole families
of having to move so many times, | am sure we are all disturbed by that. ...
Joe Powell (Labour): The devastation in Gaza needs a strong international coalition
focused on reconstruction, humanitarian aid and a pathway to a negotiated two-state
solution with a viable Palestinian state, not speculation about handing over territory and
forced displacement. On humanitarian aid, two pieces of legislation have now come into
effect that will ban UNRWA operations in areas under Israeli occupation. What actions are
the Government taking to prevent the largest humanitarian aid operation in Gaza from
collapsing, with the devastating consequences that would have on Palestinians?
col 940 ...I discussed that situation with the emergency relief co-ordinator a few
days ago. We continue to work with partners on this, and the UK Government’s
position on UNWRA [is that] we believe that it must be able to continue to operate.
col 941 Chris Murray (Labour): Let us be clear: Palestinian land belongs to the
Palestinians, and any implication that they should be forced from it should be
unequivocally condemned. Individual Palestinians are routinely forced from their land by
illegal settlement building in the west bank. Will the Minister join me in unequivocally
condemning illegal settlement building in the west bank?
Yes, and having seen that activity for myself, with the impact it has had on
Palestinians and their families, the violence that has often accompanied it, and the
economic damage it has done, | am well convinced of that, as indeed the UK
Government have been—they have stated that many times.
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-06/debates/185069B0-F6A5-42F C-
8AB8-0074F7ASE1BA/IsraelAndTheOccupiedPalestinianTerritories

The Gaza aid announcement of 28 January, referred to above by Anneliese Dodds was
for £17 million not £70 million, and can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-
allows-operations-to-scale-up

The Prime Minister’s remarks referred to above by Andy McDonald can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-05/debates/3B93A614-9ECB-4C4E-95C9-
60AED 1A2E8C0/Engagementst#contribution-FE16B7CB-1E0F-4281-8F49-039DA7A48B0C

UNSCR 242, referred to above by Andy McDonald, can be read at
http.//unscr.com/en/resolutions/doc/242

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above by Andy McDonald
can be read at
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf

The Colonna Review, referred to above by Anneliese Dodds, can be read at
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.orq/files/2024/04/unrwa independent review on neutrality.pdf

The 18 December statement to the UN Security Council, referred to above by Anneliese
Dodds, can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qgovernment/speeches/the-uk-calls-on-israel-to-stop-illegal-
settlement-expansion-on-palestinian-land-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

UNSCR 3236, referred to above by Kit Malthouse, can be read at
https://docs.un.orqg/en/A/RES/3236%20(XXIX)
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House of Commons Written Answers

Trade Agreements: Israel

Tristan Osborne (Labour) [27438] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade,
what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on a Free Trade
Agreement.

Douglas Alexander: On 29 July 2024 the Secretary of State for Business and

Trade announced the Government’s intention to deliver negotiations with the Gulf

Cooperation Council, India, Israel, South Korea, Switzerland and Turkey.

The Secretary of State has spoken to Minister Barkat a number of times since the

July 2024 General Election, including on the Free Trade Agreement.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27438

The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/new-qovernment-drives-forward-trade-talks-to-
turbocharge-economic-qrowth

Import Controls: Israel
Brian Leishman (Labour) [27730] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade,
if he will bring forward secondary legislation under the Sanctions and Anti-Money
Laundering Act 2018 to prevent the importation of goods from illegal Israeli settlements.
Douglas Alexander: The Government does not comment on future sanctions
measures, as to do so would reduce their impact.
The UK government considers Israeli settlements illegal under international law and
goods produced in these settlements are not entitled to benefit from tariff and trade
preferences under the UK’s current trade agreements with the Palestinian Authority
and Israel.
We support accurate labelling of settlement goods, so as not to mislead the
consumer. We routinely update our guidance to British businesses on the Overseas
Business Risk website and advise British businesses to bear in mind the UK
Government's view on the illegality of settlements under international law when
considering their investments and activities in the region.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-30/27730

The Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Act 2018, referred to above, can be read at
https.:.//www.leqislation.qov.uk/ukpga/2018/13/contents

The guidance referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/overseas-business-risk-israel

and
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/overseas-business-risk-palestinian-territories

Import Controls: Israel

Brian Leishman (Labour) [27731] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and Trade,
if he will make an assessment of the potential implications for his policies on trade with
illegal settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory of the International Court of Justice
Advisory Opinion entitled Legal Consequences Arising From The Policies and Practices
of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Including East Jerusalem, published on 19
July 2024.

Douglas Alexander: The UK government considers Israeli settlements illegal

under international law and is clear that goods produced in these settlements are

not entitled to benefit from tariff and trade preferences under the UK’s current trade

agreements with the Palestinian Authority and Israel. This will not change with an

updated UK-Israel FTA. We advise British businesses to bear in mind the UK

Government's view on the illegality of settlements under international law when
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considering their investments and activities in the region. Our commitment to a two-
state solution is unwavering, as is our commitment to international law. We respect
the independence of the International Court of Justice, and we are carefully
considering the Court’s advisory opinion.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-30/27731

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-202407 19-adv-01-00-en.pdf

The following two questions both received the same answer
Israel: Prisoners
Rachel Gilmour (Liberal Democrat) [27301] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has had discussions with his (a)
Israeli, (b) US and (c) Qatari counterparts on the (i) safety and (ii) potential early release
of (A) Eli Sharabi and (B) Oded Lifshitz.
Hamas: Hostage Taking

Rachel Gilmour (Liberal Democrat) [27302] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether (a) he and (b) his officials are taking
diplomatic steps to ensure that (i) Avinatan Or and (ii) the remains of Yossi Sharabi are
returned by Hamas.

Hamish Falconer: The safe release of all hostages, including those with strong

UK-links, is a top priority for the government. The current ceasefire deal must

secure their release, protect both Israelis and Palestinians, and allow the safe

distribution of aid.

The UK is working with international partners to ensure the stability of the ceasefire

agreement, so that it is implemented in full. In doing so, we aim to secure the

release of all hostages, including those with strong UK-links: Eli Sharabi, Oded

Lifshitz, Avinatan Or. And we also aim to ensure that the remains of Yossi Sharabi

are returned to his family.

The UK will continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and

regional partners to build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and

security framework that supports conditions for a permanent and sustainable

peace.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27301
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27302

Gaza: Media
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [26389] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether his Department is taking steps to help
facilitate media access to Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: The UK remains committed to media freedom and to
championing democracy and human rights around the world. Independent media
is essential to a functioning society. We understand this is an incredibly difficult time
for journalists who are carrying out crucial work in disseminating accurate and
impartial reporting during a time of crisis. Journalists covering conflicts are afforded
protection under humanitarian law. This means that all parties must avoid deliberate
attacks against them and only detain them on justified security grounds. | supported
International Day to End Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists and drew attention
to those who risk their lives on the frontline in Gaza and the 100+ journalists and
media workers who have been killed since the conflict began.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-24/26389

Hamish Falconer’'s comments referred to above can be read at
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https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1852643958989443443

Israel: Hamas
Sarah Champion (Labour) [27261] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, how much and what proportion of UK aid
expenditure has been destroyed during the Israel-Hamas conflict.
Hamish Falconer: The UK has announced £129 million for the Occupied
Palestinian Territories (OPTs) so far this financial year, providing vital services to
civilians in Gaza and the West Bank, and to Palestinian refugees across the region.
The majority of our aid budget for the OPTs is disbursed as funding to trusted
partners. We conduct thorough due diligence assessments of partners to ensure
procedures are in place to manage the risks of aid diversion and to report losses.
Programmes are monitored regularly, including through annual and project
completion reviews. Third Party Monitoring strengthens our assurance, learning
and evidence-gathering.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27261

British Nationals Abroad: UNRWA
Sarah Champion (Labour) [27520] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, how many British UNRWA workers were
expelled as a result of the Israeli legislation enforced on 30 January 2025.
Hamish Falconer: The United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) has not released data on the nationality of
international staff members who left the Occupied Palestinian Territories as a result
of Israeli legislation which came into force on 30 January. The UK remains opposed
to the legislation; the vital work of UNRWA in ensuring that Palestinians have
access to education and healthcare must be protected in Gaza as well as the West

Bank and East Jerusalem. The UK continues to lead international action to press
for a resolution to this urgent issue. On 31 January we joined with Germany and
France to call on Israel to abide by its international obligations and live up to its
responsibility to ensure full, rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance
and the provision of basic services to the civilian population.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-30/27520

The joint statement with Germany and France referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/e 3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
leqislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near

Gaza and West Bank: UNRWA

Chris Law (SNP) [27209] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and

Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on

UNRWA'’s operations in (a) Gaza and (b) the West Bank.
Hamish Falconer: The UK remains opposed to the Israeli Knesset legislation
suspending UNRWA operations, which came in to force on 30 January. The vital
work of UNRWA in ensuring that Palestinians have access to education, healthcare
and other essential services must be protected across Gaza, the West Bank and
East Jerusalem. On 31 January, we joined with Germany and France to call on
Israel to abide by its international obligations and live up to its responsibility to
ensure full, rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance and the provision
of basic services to the civilian population. The Foreign Secretary also raised this
on 13 January with Foreign Minister Sa'ar, during his visit to the region. The Minister
for Development set out our concerns with Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Haskel
on 4 December, while the Foreign Secretary's Representative for Humanitarian
Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories raised this with the Israeli Minister for
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Strategic Affairs on 23 January.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27209

The joint statement with Germany and France referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/e 3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
legislation-aqgainst-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near

Gaza and West Bank: Humanitarian Aid
Chris Law (SNP) [27202] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to support the delivery of aid in (a) Gaza and
(b) the West Bank after 30 January 2025.
Hamish Falconer: The UK is investing in the ceasefire, which is why the Minister
for Development announced £17 million in humanitarian funding on 28 January to
ensure healthcare, food and shelter reaches tens of thousands of civilians, and to
rebuild vital infrastructure across the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). The
UK has now announced £129 million for the OPTs this financial year, including £41
million for the United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East (UNRWA), providing essential services to civilians in Gaza, the West
Bank, and Palestinian refugees across the region delivered through partner
agencies. We remain opposed to the anti-UNRWA Knesset legislation and reiterate
that the vital work of UNRWA must be protected across Gaza, the West Bank and
East Jerusalem. The UK continues to lead international action to press for a
resolution to this urgent issue. On 31 January, we joined with Germany and France
to call on lIsrael to abide by its international obligations and live up to its
responsibility to ensure full, rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance
and the provision of basic services to the civilian population.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27202

The 28 January announcement referred to can be read at
httpos:.//www.qov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-
allows-operations-to-scale-up

The joint statement with Germany and France referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-
leqgislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near

Gaza: Energy and Water Supply
Sarah Champion (Labour) [27260] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has had discussions with the World
Bank on steps to ensure construction businesses in Gaza benefit from recently announced
funding towards the restoration of critical water and energy infrastructure.
Hamish Falconer: The UK has committed an additional £2 million of funding
through the World Bank to support the construction and restoration of critical energy
and water infrastructure in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including Gaza.
This will compliment our diplomatic advocacy alongside the Office of the Quartet
and funding efforts to support the resumption of basic services in Gaza as well as
other enabling conditions for early recovery efforts in Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27260

Occupied Territories: Children
Ellie Chowns (Green) [27010] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what steps the Government is taking to help protect the (a)
safety and (b) wellbeing of Palestinian children in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Hamish Falconer: We are alarmed by the impact of the Gaza conflict on children
across the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs). The UK has consistently
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pressed Israel to do more to protect civilians in Gaza, not least children, and for all
parties to ensure adherence to international humanitarian law. We led calls on
Israel to enable the rollout of the polio vaccine across Gaza and we have supported
partners to deliver lifesaving aid to children, as well as educational and
psychosocial services. This includes an additional £6 million for United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) to support vulnerable families in Gaza announced in
August 2024, and £41 million funding for United Nations Relief and Work Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) this financial year to provide
essential services including education across Gaza, the West Bank and Palestinian
refugees in the region. £5.8 million of the UK's contribution to the Global Partnership
for Education has been earmarked to support essential education service delivery
in Gaza and the West Bank. We are also one of the largest donors to the Education
Cannot Wait initiative, contributing £1.64 million of its £9.65 million funding to Gaza
this financial year.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-28/27010

Israel: Palestinians
Ellie Chowns (Green) [27009] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to his Israeli counterparts for an
independent investigation to be launched into the killing of two-year-old Palestinian child
Laila Mohammad Ayman Khatib.
Hamish Falconer: We cannot comment on individual cases, but we remain
concerned by the situation in the West Bank and reiterate that Israel must ensure
that civilians are protected. The Foreign Secretary has raised the situation in the
West Bank and issues of international law compliance directly at the highest levels
of the Israeli Government. This Government is clear that international law must be
upheld, and civilians protected.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-28/27009

Hussam Abu Safiya
Chris Law (SNP) [27205] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, what recent representations he has made to his Israeli counterparts
on the detention of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya.
Hamish Falconer; We are concerned by the reports of the detention of Dr Hussam
Abu Safiya and others. In recent weeks, | have raised this case with both Israel's
Ambassador to the UK, and Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Haskel. Israel must
allow medical staff to carry out their work unimpeded, and to travel around Gaza as
needed. Whilst we don't comment on specific non UK national cases, the
government does raise international humanitarian law compliance regularly with
Israel.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27205

House of Lords Written Answer

Gaza: British Nationals Abroad
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat)b [HL4441] To ask His Majesty's
Government how many British nationals have died in Gaza since 7 October 2023.
Lord Collins of Highbury: The deaths of four British nationals in Gaza since 7
October 2023 have been reported to the FCDO.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/h14441
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UK Parliament Early Day Motions

Richard Burgon (Labour) [757] Proposals to forcibly displace and ethnically cleanse
Palestinians from Gaza — That this House rejects the proposals for Gaza by President
Trump on 4 February 2025; deplores the inhumanity and illegality of any efforts to forcibly
displace and ethnically cleanse Palestinians from Gaza; affirms the provisions of Article
49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, that individual or mass forcible transfers or
deportations of protected persons from occupied territory are prohibited, regardless of their
motive; expresses grave concern over the risk of destabilisation not only of the recently
achieved ceasefire agreement but of wider regional peace; and calls on the Government
unequivocally to reject such proposals and take action to oppose any efforts to forcibly
displace and ethnically cleanse Palestinians from Gaza.
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63122

Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, referred to above, can be read at
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/qciv-1949/article-49

Amendment to EDM 757
Alistair Carmichael (Liberal Democrat): [757A1] at end add 'and urges the
Government immediately to recognise Palestine as a state on the 1967 borders
and accordingly to advance a two-state solution.".
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63133

Downing Street

PM statement on the release of Eli Sharabi: 8 February 2025
| shared the relief of so many at Eli Sharabi’s release earlier today but was dismayed to
see his frail condition and the circumstances of his release. Having met his relatives |
appreciate the deep pain they have endured and my thoughts are with them.
We must continue to see all the hostages freed — these people were ripped away from
their lives in the most brutal circumstances and held in appalling conditions. The ceasefire
must hold and all efforts need to focus on full implementation of the remaining phases.
This includes the return of further hostages, the continued increase of aid into Gaza and
securing lasting peace in the Middle East.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-release-of-eli-sharabi-8-
february-2025

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

David Lammy After 491 days of agony, 3 more hostages - including Eli Sharabi who has
strong UK links - have finally been released. They and their families have suffered an
unimaginable ordeal. The ceasefire deal must be implemented in full, including the release
of the remaining hostages.

https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1888186423443964072

Hamish Falconer | share my thanks to our partners, Qatar, Egypt and the US, for their
role in securing the release of the three hostages today and ensuring the ceasefire deal is
implemented in full. We need all the hostages out and more aid into Gaza.
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1888251374267146252

Simon Walters [British Ambassador to Israel] While | am relieved to see Eli, Or and
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Ohad back in Israel today, | am repelled by the grotesque spectacle organised by Hamas.
The condition of the hostages is very worrying. We must get all the hostages out as soon
as possible.

https://x.com/simonwaltersuk/status/1888167538468569138

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office Lifesaving UK aid is reaching children
in Gaza. With UK support, @UNICEF is delivering warm clothing, hygiene kits and more.
Much more is still needed but, working together, we are bringing some relief to families.
Safe, sustained access remains vital. [plus video]
https://x.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1887857235881046146

The Charity Commission

Charity regulator convenes discussions on safe delivery of urgent Middle East aid
The Charity Commission hosted a roundtable meeting ... bringing together major
international aid charities and government departments to discuss the pressing need to
secure the flow of aid to the Middle East.

Leaders of organisations including the Disasters Emergency Committee were joined by
senior officials from the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, the Home
Office and HM Treasury.

Leaders of umbrella bodies NCVO and Bond also participated in the meeting, held in
central London.

Discussion centred on how partners across civil society and government can work
effectively to accelerate delivery of aid to the Middle East within a strong regulatory
framework.

Representatives explored the practical operating challenges of seeking to support those
living in areas devastated by the impact of recent events in the region. They discussed the
importance of regulatory compliance, including with the various legal duties and
challenges affecting charities working in the Middle East.

Following the meeting, the Commission undertook to work with other government
departments to publish further guidance to support charities of all sizes seeking to operate
in the region.

Chief Executive Officer of the Charity Commission, David Holdsworth, said: The role of aid
charities will be crucial not only to providing immediate humanitarian support to people in
the region, but to the long, complex process of rebuilding Gaza, Syria and other war-torn
areas.

As the charity regulator our role is to enable as well as to enforce. In convening today’s
roundtable the Commission sought to bring together key players for an honest
conversation about the challenges and risks involved in delivering international aid in such
circumstances.

All were united by an ambition to help ensure that the UK and its citizens can effectively
help bring aid to a region in desperate need.

The Commission stands ready to support however it can within its regulatory remit and we
will shortly publish further advice to charities working in this area. ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-regulator-convenes-discussions-on-safe-
delivery-of-urgent-middle-east-aid
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United Nations

International Community Must Keep Pushing for Permanent Ceasefire, Work
towards Gaza’s Reconstruction, Secretary-General Tells Palestinian Rights
Committee

... “At its essence, the exercise of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people is about
the right of Palestinians to simply live as human beings in their own land,” said UN
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres in his remarks to the Committee on the Exercise of
the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People as it opened its 2025 session.

However, the realization of those rights steadily slips farther out of reach as the world
witnesses “chilling, systematic dehumanization and demonization of an entire people”, he
said. ...

“We cannot go back to more death and destruction,” he asserted, adding that the UN is
working around the clock to reach Palestinians in need and scale up support. That
requires rapid, safe, unimpeded, expanded and sustained humanitarian access, he said,
calling on Member States to fully fund humanitarian operations and support UNRWA'’s vital
work. ... [click here to read this speech in full]

Riyad H. Mansour, Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine, said that while “we
are delighted to have a ceasefire”, the agreement must become permanent and cover all
parts of the Occupied Palestinian Territory. He rejected the concept of “a ceasefire in the
Gaza Strip and open hell in the West Bank”, and underscored the need to implement all
the agreement’s provisions, including the reconstruction of Gaza and the safe return of the
Palestinians to the areas from which they were displaced.

Outlining his objectives for 2025, he stressed that defending UNRWA — the most
successful story of multilateralism since the UN’s inception — is paramount. ...
Underscoring the need to rebuild Gaza, he declared: “It is part of our homeland, and we
do not have a homeland other than the State of Palestine [nor] are we looking for other
homelands or countries”. Rejecting any idea of ethnic cleansing, he urged all countries to
help Palestine’s Government in this endeavour. ...

“There is no power on Earth that can remove the Palestinian people from our ancestral
homeland, including Gaza,” he said, adding that the return of 400,000 Palestinians to the
north is “our answer for those who want us to kick us out of Gaza”.

Greta Gunnarsdottir, Head of the UNRWA Liaison Office in New York, speaking on
behalf of the Agency’s Commissioner-General, Philippe Lazarini, said that, although the
Knesset legislation prohibiting UNRWA'’s operations creates challenges, the Agency’s
local staff continues to operate “at considerable personal risk” in the occupied West
Bank. While operations in Gaza continue, it is unclear how the contact prohibition with
Israeli officials will constrain the Agency’s work. Since the ceasefire, UNRWA has
distributed food to 750,000 people and conducted 17,000 medical consultations; in
January, 260,000 children enrolled in its online learning programmes.

However, she emphasized curtailing UNRWA's operations will undermine the ceasefire
and sabotage Gaza’s recovery and political transition. ...

Michael Fakhri, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food ... recalled that Israel
announced its intent to starve the civilians in Gaza on 9 October 2023 [sic] — before the
Hamas attacks. On the reached agreement, he said: “This is not a ceasefire, but a slowing
down of Israel’s genocide and starvation campaign.” ...

One of the reasons for UNRWA'’s creation in 1948 was to prevent the starvation of the
Palestinian people, he pointed out, stressing that “there has always been the risk of
starvation”. The International Court of Justice has recognized the risk of genocide and the
occurrence of starvation, as reflected in the International Criminal Court's warrants on the
crime of starvation against Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant.

The right of return and the right to self-determination of the Palestinian people constitute
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the foundation necessary for future political solutions, he continued. Israel has been
attacking Palestinians “at degrees of violence not seen before”, destroying food systems
and creating conditions of hunger that will last for generations. Moreover, it has attacked
the UN itself — it shot at peacekeepers in Lebanon, killed a record number of UN staff in
Gaza, mostly UNRWA, and declared the Secretary-General a persona non grata.
Nonetheless, he emphasized that without the support of the United States and Germany
— among others — Israel would be unable to implement its starvation campaign and
commit genocide. ...

“My world shuttered for the first time on 24 November 2023, when Israel dropped a bomb
on the family home where my brother lived,” said Hani Almadhoun, Senior Director of
Philanthropy at UNRWA USA, also recalling the humiliation of his other brother, who was
falsely accused of being a fighter. “Palestinian men were paraded by the Israeli army in
their underwear as if they were part of some grotesque spectacle,” he observed. ...

To read the full press release see

https://press.un.org/en/2025/gapal1478.doc.htm

The announcement of the International Criminal Court arrest warrants referred to above
can be read at
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges

UNRWA

The rights of the Palestinians continue to be violated: Philippe Lazzarini
Since the war began, people in Gaza have undergone systematic dehumanization.
Palestinians do matter, including those in Gaza.

Their rights, lives, and futures matter.

Human rights cannot be applied selectively.

As the UN Secretary-General said: “Peace requires ending the occupation, and the
establishment of an independent Palestinian State, with Gaza as an integral part; a viable
and sovereign Palestinian State side-by-side with Israel”.

At UNRWA, our teams are committed to continue providing critical assistance
to Palestine Refugees who need us most until empowered Palestinian institutions become
a lasting and viable alternative.
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/rights-palestinians-continue-be-

violated
TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

** Children's Wellbeing and Schools Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3909
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House of Commons Public bill Committee (Eleventh Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-06/debates/b792bad0-e2fc-4a94-9815-
5e0846434a7e/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill(EleventhSitting)

House of Commons Public bill Committee (Twelfth Sitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-02-06/debates/718a7c1e-440c-409b-bbb7-
a73a1a62fe4f/ChildrenSWellbeingAndSchoolsBill( TwelfthSitting)

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0151/amend/children rm pbc 0210.pdf

** Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Second Reading, House of Lords
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-07/debates/FA67E4EC-8C15-479E-A5EA-
802C6FE512AE/Education(Assemblies)Bill(HL)

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/384 3

Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
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** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults rm pbc 0210.pdf

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Amendment Papers

https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58556/documents/5898
and

https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58609/documents/5911

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC))
is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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