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Meat: Ritual Slaughter
Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [23993] To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, if he will take steps to commission a study into the potential impact of
Halal meat on animal welfare.
Daniel Zeichner: Legislation requires that animals must be stunned prior to
slaughter so that they are unconscious and insensible to pain. The only exception
to the requirement to stun is where animals are slaughtered in accordance with
religious rites. The Government would prefer animals to be stunned before
slaughter but respects the rights of Jews and Muslims to eat meat prepared in
accordance with their beliefs.
Legislation sets out the main requirements to protect the welfare of animals when
being slaughtered and there are additional rules that apply when animals are
slaughtered by either the Jewish or Muslim method to ensure that animals are
spared avoidable pain, suffering, or distress during the slaughter process.
Many animals that are slaughtered for halal meat are stunned before slaughter. The
Government’s Farm Animal Welfare Committee published a report in 2003 which
considered the welfare detriment involved in slaughter without prior stunning. The
European Food Standard’s Authority also published advice on the topic in a 2004
report. The Department will continue to review any new scientific research and
evidence which emerges.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23993

The Farm Animal Welfare Committee report referred to above can be read at
https://assets.publishing.service.qov.uk/media/5a7ed35f40f0b62305b836b2/FAWC report o
n the welfare of farmed animals at slaughter or killing part one red meat animals.pdf

The European Food Safety Authority report referred to above can be read at
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2004.45
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Civil Society: Islam

Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [27161] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence,
pursuant to the Answer of 24 December 2024 to Question 20228 on Civil Society: Islam,
whether his Department has engaged with (a) MEND, (b) CAGE, (c) the Muslim
Association of Britain and (d) the Muslim Council of Britain since 5 July 2024.

Al Carns: The Ministry of Defence does not hold any record of engagement with

the listed organisations since 5 July 2024.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27161

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228

Humanist Weddings
Baroness Thornton (Labour): To ask His Majesty’s Government what is the timetable for
legalising humanist weddings in England and Wales.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord
Ponsonby of Shulbrede): ... As a new Government, we must take the time
properly to consider our marriage law and the Law Commission’s review on
weddings before publicly setting out our position ...
Baroness Thornton: ... my noble friend the Minister has disappointed those who see this
as a priority and who have for the last 11 years been asking the previous Government and
now my own Government to take action. ...
Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: ... The Government want to do this in a measured
way. ...
Lord Birt (Crossbench): My Lords, more Scots now choose a humanist wedding than
those who marry in all other religious ceremonies combined, yet we deny that option to
those who wed in England. The Minister emphasised, as he has previously, that England’s
centuries-old legal framework is more complex. If we want to align England’s framework
with contemporary belief and manifest social demand, can he identify any impediments in
the way that cannot be easily and speedily overcome?

Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: ... Complexities were identified in the Law
Commission report a number of years ago which are real and need to be taken
seriously. ...

Baroness Berridge (Conservative): ... There are cases where people—mainly women—
go through a religious ceremony thinking that they have got married but they have not
actually done so under UK law. They find that out only when things break down. Can the
Minister outline the solution to that? Are the Government considering making it an offence
to conduct such a ceremony without first having seen a civil certificate of marriage?
Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: ... | do not know the answer, but | will write to her
... the myth of common-law marriage exists not just in particular sectors of our
society but across it. It includes the idea that women—it is usually women—get
rights, but that is absolutely not the case. That is why the Government are
undertaking to look at how the rights of people who have been in long-standing,
cohabiting relationships can be addressed when those couples split up. ...
Lord Meston (Crossbench): ... Humanists and others simply want a marriage ceremony
that reflects their beliefs, whether religious or not, and that will be legally recognised
without unnecessary obstacles. Can the Minister confirm that the Government are now
actively looking at comprehensive reform, in line with the Law Commission’s 2023
recommendations to help not just humanists but other similarly disadvantaged groups,
even if that may take more time than we would want?
Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: ... The Government are indeed looking at


https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27161
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228

comprehensive reform. There are many anomalies within our current marriage law
and a number of disadvantaged groups. ...
Baroness Blackstone (Labour): ... Can [the Minister] assure the House that we will have
legalised humanist marriages within the next year—in other words, in 12 months?
Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: ... The commitment is that in the coming months
we will review the situation in the light of the Law Commission submission ...
Lord Dobbs (Conservative): ... The Minister keeps talking about the complexities of
these issues, but it is a complexity which has been resolved in Scotland, Northern Ireland,
Jersey and the Isle of Man. ... What is required is not more discussion and more complexity
but a decision. ...
Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: ... There is genuine complexity here, and there are
other groups who are not bringing their cases to this House who are also
disadvantaged, and we want to look at the complexities in the round. He talks about
Scotland, but there is a different system in Scotland, and there are anomalies within
Scotland as well. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-03/debates/8A969E55-1179-4B1A-8268-
9AB112C4EEAA/HumanistWeddings

The Law Commission report and recommendations referred to above can be read at
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/cloud-platform-e218f50a4812967ba1215eaecede9
23f/uploads/sites/30/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf

Food: Labelling
Baroness Hodgson of Abinger (Conservative) [HL4306] To ask His Majesty's
Government whether they plan to introduce mandatory labelling across meat and dairy
products stating how animals were kept and, where appropriate, where animals were not
stunned prior to slaughter.
Baroness Hayman of Ullock: A public consultation on fairer food labelling was
undertaken last year by the previous Government. This sought views on proposals
to improve and extend current mandatory method of production labelling. We are
now carefully considering all responses before deciding on next steps and will
respond to this consultation in due course.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/h14306

Regulator investigates charities over conflicts of interest
The Charity Commission has opened a statutory inquiry to examine ongoing regulatory
concerns regarding the trustees’ management and administration of Solev Co Limited.
SOLEV CO LIMITED - 254623 was established in 1967 ... The regulator’s primary
concerns focus on related-party transactions recorded in the charity’s accounts and
whether conflicts of interest have been managed appropriately, particularly given that the
trustees were, until recently, all part of the same family. The previous trustees were all
closely related. ...
The inquiry will also investigate why the charity has not submitted accounts and annual
returns within the statutory timeframe for the past five years and is currently in default with
their 2023 and 2024 accounts ...
The Commission has also opened an inquiry into HATZLOCHO LIMITED - 1082076 to
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examine similar concerns. The charity’s purposes include advancing the Orthodox Jewish
faith, and relieving poverty.
Both inquiries will examine the administration, governance and management of the charity,
in particular the extent to which:

o the trustees have complied with their statutory reporting duties ...

o the trustees have acted in accordance with their legal duties ...

e any failings or weaknesses identified in the administration of the charity are a result

of misconduct and/or mismanagement by the trustees ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/regulator-investigates-charities-over-conflicts-of-

interest
TOP

Holocaust

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer

Education: Holocaust
Peter Martin (DUP) [AQW21268/22-27] To ask the Minister of Education to detail how
schools are facilitated in learning about the Holocaust and lessons from the Holocaust.
Minister of Education: Schools and teachers have the freedom to choose the
contexts, topics and themes which are most appropriate to their learners.
Teaching about the Holocaust is not a statutory requirement in the Northern Ireland
Curriculum. However, there are opportunities for pupils to explore the Holocaust
and related topics, particularly at Key Stage 2 via the ‘World Around Us’ and
‘Personal Development and Mutual Understanding’ areas of learning and at Key
Stage 3 via ‘Learning for Life and Work’ and ‘Environment and Society’.
In terms of statutory requirements, pupils must be provided with the opportunity to
investigate the impact of significant events of the 20th Century on the world as part
of the minimum content for History at Key Stage 3.
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=424971

TOP

Israel

See also Commons written answer 27056 “Tsurkov, Elizabeth” that is included in
the Foreign Affairs section below.

House of Commons Written Answers

Israeli Settlements: Sanctions
Neil Duncan-Jones (Labour) [26390] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential
implications for his policies of the lifting of sanctions on Israeli settlers by the US
government.
Hamish Falconer: We are deeply concerned by recent events in the West Bank.
The Foreign Secretary has been clear with Israeli Ministers that the Israeli
government must clamp down on settler violence and end settlement expansion.
Sanctions are an important tool the UK, our allies and the wider international
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community can use to respond. Our carefully deployed sanctions are designed to
address malign activity and demonstrate the UK's commitment to fundamental
human rights. We will continue to work together with the new US administration to
ensure regional security and stability, including ensuring lasting peace for Israelis
and Palestinians.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-24/26390

Palestinians: Schools
David Reed (Conservative) [27041] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with UNRWA on
ensuring that educational materials used in UNRWA-run schools in the West Bank and
Gaza do not incite violence and hatred.
Hamish Falconer: Education is an essential component of the humanitarian
response in Gaza, and critical to building the foundations for a sustainable and
lasting peace for the Israeli and Palestinian people, grounded in a two-state
solution. It is therefore essential that partners delivering education services across
the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTSs), not least the United Nations Relief and
Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), uphold the
highest standards of neutrality. £1 million of the UK's funding support for UNRWA
has been earmarked to implement the recommendations of Catherine Colonna's
Independent Review of Mechanisms and Procedures to Ensure Adherence by
UNRWA to the Humanitarian Principle of Neutrality. On 28 January, the Minister for
Development informed the House that she had discussed the issue of neutrality
with UNRWA's leadership, including directly with Commissioner-General Philippe
Lazzarini. She also spoke to UNRWA staff members on their work to implement the
recommendations of the Colonna report during her visit to the region on 3-5

December. We welcome the initiatives launched by UNRWA to ensure neutrality of
its educational material and teaching, in addition to its longstanding work with the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and
the Palestinian Authority to reform curricula and educational materials.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-28/27041

The Colonna Review, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.orq/files/2024/04/unrwa independent review on neutrality.pdf

The Minister for Development’s statement referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-B2BB-
CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-B6B37B8F-82BA-4A40-8279-
1B50B7CB7580

Palestinians: Detainees
Colum Eastwood (SDLP) [26091] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if his representative for Humanitarian Affairs in
the Occupied Palestinian Territories will meet with (a) Addameer, (b) Defence for Children
International Palestine and (c) other Palestinian organisations representing (i) prisoners,
(i) detainees and (iii) abductees.
Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary's Representative for Humanitarian
Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (FSRHA) regularly meets with NGOs,
to discuss topics including prisoners and detainees. This has mostly been
organised via the Palestine Platform and the BOND Israel-OPTs Working Group -
both collectives of different NGOs that work on Israel and the OPTs. The Foreign
Secretary, the Minister for Development and | regularly meet NGOs, including those
which represent prisoners and detainees. This includes me and the Minister for
Development meeting quarterly with international NGOs working on Israel and the
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OPTs, including discussions about prisoners and detainees. The UK remains
deeply concerned by reports of the mistreatment of detainees. We continue to
reiterate calls for Israel to allow the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) unfettered and immediate access to detention facilities. We continue to
raise this with the Israeli government as a priority, including during the Foreign
Secretary's three visits to Israel and the OPTs since taking office.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26091

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid
Paula Barker (Labour) [26514] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to ensure humanitarian aid
continues to reach Gaza throughout the ceasefire; and what diplomatic steps he is taking
to encourage a two-state solution in Israel and Palestine.
Hamish Falconer: A ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting solution to this
crisis. Crucially, we need to see a sustained surge of aid into Gaza, and we will
work with Israel, the UN and all partners to facilitate that. We have provided £112
million this financial year to the Occupied Palestinian territories, including £41
million for United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA). The UK is ready to play a leading role with international and
regional partners, in securing a permanently better future for the Israeli and
Palestinian people, based on tangible progress towards a Palestinian state, with
Gaza and the West Bank united under one government. Palestinians must be given
a credible route to a Palestinian state, which is the right of the Palestinian people.
We will continue working with partners to support a path to long term peace and
stability with a two-state solution: a safe and secure Israel alongside a viable and
sovereign Palestinian state.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26514

House of Lords Written Answer

Gaza: Education
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) [HL4184] To ask His Majesty's
Government what assessment they have made of concerns expressed by United Nations
experts, as set out in a press release dated 18 April 2024, that Israel is systematically
destroying the education system in Gaza.
Lord Collins of Highbury: We are alarmed by the disproportionate impact of the
conflict on children in Gaza, including the severe disruption of education. Even with
this welcome ceasefire, the impacts of the conflict remain devastating: we
understand from the Education Cluster that all students in Gaza have not had
access to school since 7 October 2023 and at least 88% of school buildings will
need full or major reconstruction. Education for children is a right and is crucial for
protection, health, and future prospects for peace. The UK is supporting the
restoration of education services in Gaza, including through the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and UN Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). The UK opposes the Knesset
legislation preventing UNRWA from operating and urges lIsrael to ensure a
responsible transition after its implementation on 30 January, to ensure vital
UNRWA services, including education, can continue without interruption.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-17/h14184

The press release referred to above can be read at
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/04/un-experts-deeply-concerned-over-
scholasticide-gaza
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House of Commons Library Briefing

UK and international response to Houthis in the Red Sea 2024/25
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9930/CBP-9930.pdf

UNRWA

Dis- information and mis-information continue — Philippe Lazzarini
In January 2024, | received verbal information about the alleged participation of 12
UNRWA staff in the horrible massacre of 7 October 2023. Additional allegations were
made two months later about 7 other staff.
If these allegations were confirmed, it would be an unspeakable betrayal of UN values
and Palestine Refugees. Any crimes must be investigated and those responsible be held
accountable.
The Secretary General launched an investigation by OIOS that failed to substantiate any
of the allegations. It concluded in the case of 9 staff: “the evidence provided ... could, if
authenticated and corroborated, provide a factual basis to conclude that the UNRWA staff
member may have engaged in conduct sanctionable under the applicable UNRWA
Regulations and Rules".
Despite that the evidence was NOT corroborated or authenticated, | have decided to
terminate the contracts of those staff in the interest of the Agency.
One staff was reinstated since all recognized he was misidentified. The remaining 9 staff
remain fully suspended despite no substantiation of the allegations.
My decisions protect the interest of the Agency and the communities we assist, especially
in Gaza. UNRWA has 13,000 staff members in Gaza. They are dedicated to serve their
communities. Labelling them and making unproven accusations against them harms
people’s lives.
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/dis-information-and-mis-information-
continue

Official statement on the situation in Jenin camp
In a split second yesterday, large swathes of Jenin camp were completely destroyed in a
series of controlled detonations by the Israeli Security Forces.
Residents of the camp have endured the impossible, facing nearly two months of
unceasing and escalating violence. In the last months, Jenin camp has been rendered a
ghost town.
The operations conducted both by Israeli and Palestinian security forces have led to the
forced displacement of thousands of camp residents, many of whom will now have
nowhere to return to. The basics of life are gone.
On a day that was supposed to mark the beginning of the new school semester for
thousands of children, 13 schools in the northern West Bank remained closed due to ISF
operations in the area.
UNRWA's services inside Jenin camp have been interrupted for months and stopped
completely in early December.
Today’s shocking scenes in the West Bank undermine the fragile ceasefire reached in
Gaza, and risk a new escalation.
UNRWA received no prior warning of these detonations, as contact between staff and
Israeli authorities is no longer permitted - putting civilian lives at risk.
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/official-statement-situation-jenin-

camp
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UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

Occupied Palestinian Territory

... OCHA reports that the UN and its humanitarian partners are expanding life-saving aid
operations as more humanitarian supplies enter Gaza. Today, 857 trucks entered the
Strip, while 954 crossed into Gaza over the weekend ...
OCHA says displaced people continue to move between southern and northern Gaza as
they reunite with family and start rebuilding their lives.
As of today, the UN and humanitarian partners estimate that more than 545,000 people
have crossed from the south to the north of Gaza over the past week. More than 36,000
people have been observed moving from the north to the south.
OCHA also notes that protection partners have distributed more than 30,000 child identity
bracelets to children under the age of four to help prevent family separation. ...
In North Gaza governorate, protection partners say three temporary sites have been
established in Beit Hanoun, Beit Lahiya and Jabalya. Each of these three sites can host
5,000 people. ...
The World Food Programme noted that prices have started to fall since the ceasefire took
effect and as more humanitarian commodities enter Gaza — although they still remain
above pre-conflict levels.
One-third of households reportedly have better access to food, but consumption remains
significantly below levels prior to the escalation of hostilities. For most households, the
primary obstacle is lack of cash.
Meanwhile, partners working on education report that some 280,000 school-aged children
in Gaza have registered in the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East e-learning programme.
In the West Bank, OCHA reports that Israeli forces’ ongoing operation in Jenin and Tulkarm
has expanded to the nearby governorate of Tubas, resulting in further death, destruction
and displacement.
OCHA warns once again that lethal, war-like tactics are being applied, raising concerns
over the use of force that exceeds law enforcement standards. Yesterday in Jenin Refugee
Camp, Israeli forces reportedly destroyed 20 residential structures where more than 50
families were living.
Meanwhile in Tubas yesterday, Israeli forces conducted house-to-house searches in the
town of Tammun, displacing as many as 15 families and blocking the town's entrances.
Today, Israeli forces raided El Far'a Refugee Camp and blocked the entrances. As a result,
dozens of families have reportedly fled the camp, fearing a larger Israeli operation.
OCHA reports that as of today, the Palestinian death toll in recent Israeli operations in the
West Bank stands at 39 since 21 January, when the operation in Jenin began. ...
To read the full press release see
https://www.unocha.org/news/todays-top-news-occupied-palestinian-territory-democratic-
republic-congo-lebanon-sudan

TOP

Tsurkov, Elizabeth
Nadia Whittome (Labour) [27506] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he had discussions with (a) the Iraqi
Prime Minister and (b) his Iraqi counterpart on Elizabeth Tsurkov on 14 January 2025.
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Hamish Falconer: The UK remains concerned over the kidnapping of Israeli-
Russian dual national Elizabeth Tsurkov. The Government of Iraq's investigation
into her kidnapping is ongoing, and we await the findings. Recent reports that Prime
Minister al-Sudani is making great efforts to secure Elizabeth Tsurkov's release are
encouraging. Those suspected of criminal responsibility of her kidnapping should
be brought to justice in fair trials. The Government has not had any discussion with
the Government of Iraq regarding the kidnapping.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-29/27506

TOP

Comparative Practices on the Use of Information Collected in Conflict Zones as
Evidence in Criminal Proceedings
https://rm.coe.int/prems-006225-gbr-2022-comparative-practices-txt-web-a4/1680b38d90

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

** Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

House of Lords Library Briefing
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/LLN-2025-0010/LLN-2025-0010.pdf

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
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Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults rm pbc 0204.pdf

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

House of Lords Committee, First Day
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-03/debates/FAF1FD9D-949C-417F-AD35-
351F18BB89E1/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

and
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-02-03/debates/6D3340C9-9CD8-4FF3-B841-
C6C9A4428772/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

Amendment Paper
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58471/documents/5861

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP
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Consultations ** new or updated today

Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
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