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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Grand Committee Debate 

Terrorism: Glorification 
col 164GC Baroness Foster of Aghadrumsee (Non-affiliated): To ask His Majesty’s 
Government what steps they are taking to deal with the glorification of terrorism and 
terrorists in the United Kingdom. … 
I want to speak principally about Sinn Féin’s continued glorification of the terrorist 
organisation the Provisional IRA, and the consequences of that. However, recently, on the 
streets of some of our major cities, we have seen other proscribed organisations, such as 
Hamas, being lauded. That too has its consequences, particularly around radicalisation. … 
As someone who has lived with and through terrorism, I am always alert to anything that 
would encourage it and bring back those dark days of intimidation, murder and mayhem. 
Unfortunately, in the years since the cessation of IRA violence, there has been a strategy 
to lionise terrorists, putting them and their actions on a pedestal. … 
col 165GC If we allow people in positions of authority to glorify terrorism in the way that 
the current First Minister of Northern Ireland does, it normalises and sanitises terrorism, 
and, in a cyclical way, this will lead to young people being radicalised again. Witness the 
radicalisation of those currently on our streets supporting the actions of Hamas. Many of 
the young people doing so know little about the Middle East but think it is quite hip and 
trendy to support Hamas, because they hate Israel. … 
col 166GC There have been conversations in the past about making the glorification of 
terrorism a criminal offence. Indeed, the Terrorism Act 2006 makes provision for a person 
to be charged with an offence if they make a statement that encourages a person to 
commit, prepare or instigate acts of terrorism. … 
I am aware that, in 2023, the Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation considered 
whether the legislation on the encouragement and glorification of terrorism under the 2006 
Act should be amended. He concluded that it was not possible to formulate a mere 
glorification offence within acceptable limits, and therefore recommended against 
amending  Section  1  of  the  Terrorism  Act.  However,  this  conclusion  was  before  the  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
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onslaught of the glorification that we have seen on our streets in respect of Hamas, and 
perhaps Mr Hall KC may want to review this section again. However, I acknowledge his 
expertise and instead propose a more nuanced approach. 
col 167GC I submit that the Government should consider an amendment to the legislation 
so that persons in authority or holding a particular office, such as a Minister in government 
or in the Northern Ireland Executive, should not be allowed to glorify past acts of terrorism, 
or terrorists, and that if they do so, they are committing an offence. This amendment is 
narrow in scope but would deal with the specific issue of people in authority sending 
skewed messages to young people about terrorism and the terrorists of the past. It falls 
within the counterterrorism strategy’s first principle of Prevent, “to stop people from 
becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism”, and therefore aligns with the Government’s 
strategy. … 

 

Lord Goodman of Wycombe (Conservative): … First, Hamas and Hezbollah are 
proscribed organisations. Secondly, there can be no doubt that they have been and are 
being glorified, on marches, online and, I am afraid to say, in mosques throughout the UK. 
If the Minister has any doubts on that last point, I recommend to him the excellent account 
on X called habibi, where he will see some of the most egregious instances laid out. 
However, I hasten to add that in my view—it is important to say this—most marchers and 
worshippers in mosques are not supporters of Hamas or Hezbollah. 
Thirdly, this glorification reflects the import into our domestic politics of foreign strife 
abroad, particularly in relation to Kashmir and, as we all know, the Middle East. Fourthly, 
there can of course be no objection to anyone seeking to march or express views online, 
or even discussing in a religious setting the Middle East or Kashmir. … 
col 168GC … I introduce these questions with a quote from Matt Twist, Assistant 
Commissioner at the Met, who said: “When we look back at the policing of protests over 
the last eight months, we know we didn’t get everything right”. … 
He said that while being interviewed for the Policy Exchange report, Might is Right? … 
Will the Government change the criteria to prohibit a protest march under Section 16 of the 
Public Order Act 1986 to prevent serious public disorder, serious damage to property or 
serious disruption to the life of the community, explicitly including the impact of cumulative 
disruption? Will the Government introduce a provision to prohibit a march if it would place 
any undue demands on the police or military forces, replicating Section 11 of the Public 
Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1998? Will the Government amend Section 11 of the 
Public Order Act 1986 to increase the notification period for all protest marches to 28 days, 
replicating the requirements in Northern Ireland? Will the Government legislate to 
expressly reverse the DPP v Ziegler Supreme Court verdict to ensure that no protester 
has a lawful excuse for obstructing the highway and for any public order offence, if he or 
she intends to obstruct, harass, inconvenience or harm others? Will the Government 
legislate to make it unlawful for individuals at protests to wear face coverings wholly or 
mainly with the intention of concealing their identity? … 

 

col 173GC Lord Davies of Gower (Conservative): … The glorification of terrorism and 
terrorists in the United Kingdom is an issue that of course affects us all, but in particular 
the victims and survivors of these heinous acts. I start by emphatically stating that my heart 
goes out to those affected by terrorism, and in particular today to the Jewish community. 
When people march in London singing anti-Semitic slogans that glorify the terrorist 
atrocities of Hamas and 7 October, I consider it to be a dark day indeed. That applies 
equally to those who seek to glorify the appalling terrorist acts of the Troubles—as we 
have heard today, some of them were absolutely appalling—or indeed any other heinous 
acts which have happened in our nation and seek to undermine the fabric of our society. 
We should call out the glorification of terrorism at every opportunity. …  
col 174GC What steps are His Majesty’s Government taking to root out the ideologies and 
cultural narratives that allow such glorification to thrive? Can the Minister also say whether 
the Government have a plan in place to  ensure  that  all  cases  of  glorification are treated  
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equally, so as to protect the victims and survivors? 
Secondly—this is an important point—we must ensure that our educational institutions are 
not unwittingly providing a platform for extremist ideologies. Schools and universities are 
critical places where strategies can be implemented that are hugely important in 
addressing radicalisation. What steps have been taken to strengthen the implementation 
of anti-terrorist strategies and address the growing challenges posed by online 
radicalisation? 
Thirdly, the role of social media can hardly be overstated. Platforms that allow the 
dissemination of extremist propaganda must be held accountable. … 
Finally, we must confront this issue at the societal level. This requires more than legislation; 
it requires leadership. I urge His Majesty’s Government to take a stand against those who 
seek to manipulate grievances for the purpose of sowing division and hatred. 
Counterextremism efforts must be community-led, with a focus on fostering a shared 
understanding of our values in Britain, which unite, rather than divide, our diverse 
population. … 

 

col 175GC The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Hanson of Flint): … First, there is 
a Section 1 Terrorism Act 2006 offence of encouraging terrorism, including unlawful 
glorification. … For individuals who glorify acts of terrorism, whether online or offline, 
whether with reference to proscribed organisations or individual acts of terrorism, such 
behaviour has no place in our society. There is a legal definition of that act of glorification 
currently on the statute book. … 
col 176GC The second important area is Section 12 of the Terrorism Act 2000, which 
makes it an offence to support a proscribed organisation. … Hamas is included in that. … 
in 2019 the offence was widened to ensure that it captured such statements even where 
the speaker is reckless as to their impact. The penalty for that proscription offence is a 
maximum of 14 years in prison and/or an unlimited fine. … 
So, currently, there is a mechanism in place for any of the instances noble Lords have 
raised concerns about today. Are those two mechanisms currently satisfactory, given the 
nature of the changes in the threat and the activities? Well, the Government have done 
two things since 4 July. We organised what we called a sprint to review counter-terrorism 
legislation. There was a leak of some discussion this week. That is not government 
policy—I put that on the record—but we have asked Jonathan Hall KC to look at current 
legislation … 
col 177GC The noble Lord, Lord Goodman, raised a series of questions effectively about 
marching, parades and determinations. There is legislation on the statute book … 
col 178GC The Government are committed to ensuring that police have appropriate 
powers to maintain order. There are a range of powers already on the statute book for the 
police to do that. We are keeping all that public order legislation under constant review. 
Where there are gaps, we will identify them. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-30/debates/2A0F7DB0-140A-4F78-BD59-
E06142BBE4DA/TerrorismGlorification  

 

The Terrorism Act 2006, referred to above by Baroness Foster of Aghadrumsee, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/11/contents  
 

Might is Right?, referred to above by Lord Goodman of Wycombe, can be read at 
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Might-is-Right-Final.pdf  
 

Sections 11 and 16 of the Public Order Act 1986, referred to above by Lord Goodman of 
Wycombe, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/11 
and 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/16  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-30/debates/2A0F7DB0-140A-4F78-BD59-E06142BBE4DA/TerrorismGlorification
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-30/debates/2A0F7DB0-140A-4F78-BD59-E06142BBE4DA/TerrorismGlorification
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/11/contents
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Might-is-Right-Final.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/11
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/64/section/16


 4 

 

Section 11 of the Public Processions (Northern Ireland) Act 1998, referred to above by 
Lord Goodman of Wycombe, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/2/section/11  
 

The DPP v Ziegler Supreme Court judgement, referred to above by Lord Goodman of 
Wycombe, can be read at 
https://supremecourt.uk/uploads/uksc_2019_0106_judgment_0bf6f93fde.pdf  
 

Section 12 of the Terrorism Act 2000, referred to above by Lord Hanson of Flint, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/section/12  
 

A summary and analysis of the leaked report referred to above by Lord Hanson of Flint 
can be read at 
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Extremely-Confused-The-
Governments-new-counter-extremism-review-revealed.pdf  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Islamophobia 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [25700] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 15 January 2025 to 
Question 22338 on Antisemitism and Islamophobia, whether her Department uses the 
phrase anti-Muslim hatred; and what her Department's definition of Islamophobic activity 
is. 

Alex Norris: All forms of racial and religious discrimination are completely 
unacceptable and have no place in our communities. This government is committed 
to tackling such hatred in all its forms. More information will be set out in due course. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/25700  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22338  
 

Islamophobia 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [26028] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 15 January 2025 to 
Question 22336 on Faith Matters and Tell MAMA: Finance, what her Department's 
timetable is for confirming funding for (a) monitoring and (b) supporting victims of 
Islamophobia in the 2025-26 financial year; and whether she plans to put that contract out 
to tender. 

Alex Norris: The government recognises the discrimination and intolerance faced 
by British Muslims and will not tolerate Islamophobia of any form. Making sure that 
British Muslims are not only safe, but also feel safe, is one of our top priorities. 
We are grateful for all the work that Tell MAMA has provided for the last decade. 
We are assessing future funding and will update in due course. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26028  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22336  
 

Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 
James McMurdock (Reform UK) [25964] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, with reference to the press release entitled £23 million government package to 
support restoration of thousands of listed places of worship, published on 22 January 2024, 
what the average amount claimed was for claims over £25,000 in each of the last three 
years. 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/2/section/11
https://supremecourt.uk/uploads/uksc_2019_0106_judgment_0bf6f93fde.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/11/section/12
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Extremely-Confused-The-Governments-new-counter-extremism-review-revealed.pdf
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Extremely-Confused-The-Governments-new-counter-extremism-review-revealed.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/25700
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22338
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26028
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22336
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Chris Bryant: 94% of applications between 2022-2024 have been under £25,000, 
and most claims are for under £5,000. In 2022/23, 2.7% of claims made to the 
Listed Places of Worship Scheme were over £25,000. These had a mean average 
claim of £49,235. In 2023/24, 2.3% of claims were over £25,000, with a mean 
average of £47,534. In 2024/25, 2.2% of claims were over £25,000, with a mean 
average of £55,119. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/25964  
 

The press release referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/23-million-government-package-to-support-
restoration-of-thousands-of-listed-places-of-worship  

 

Information about the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, referred to above, can be read at 
https://listed-places-of-worship-grant.dcms.gov.uk/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

Religious Diversity (Schools) 
Bob Doris (SNP) [S6O-04280] To ask the Scottish Government how schools promote an 
understanding of, and respect for, religious diversity.  

The Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (Jenny Gilruth): The Scottish 
Government is committed to eradicating intolerance, including through our 
education system. That is why diversity and equality are at the heart of policies that 
underpin education in Scotland, such as the national guidance on uniform, and on 
religious and moral education. 
In particular, I highlight the role that is played by our curriculum, which places a 
strong emphasis on supporting pupils to be responsible citizens in a tolerant and 
inclusive Scotland. A key example of that is the religious and moral education 
curriculum area, which helps pupils to understand their own beliefs, values and 
traditions, as well as those of others. 

Bob Doris: I recently held a round-table event in Parliament with the Scottish Hindu 
Foundation, which has been active in raising awareness of Hinduphobia in society. The 
foundation rightly believes that the education of our young people has a key preventative 
role to play in ensuring that future generations are tolerant and understanding of, and have 
respect for, all faiths, including Hinduism. 
It would be helpful to know how best practice in that area is shared and delivered in 
Scotland’s schools. More specifically, how could the Scottish Hindu Foundation engage 
with our education system in a structured and constructive way to offer its insights, skills 
and lived experience and thereby play its part in contributing to the development of the 
tolerant, understanding and respectful society that we all wish to promote? 

Jenny Gilruth: I know that Education Scotland has regular meetings with the 
Scottish Hindu Foundation. It also provides professional learning for teachers, 
which is sometimes delivered in partnership with faith and belief groups. I think that 
that answers the member’s question about how good practice is shared. 
However, I am more than happy to ask my officials to engage further with the 
foundation and to consider, in particular, whether any further opportunities exist to 
link the foundation with work in relation to our anti-racism in education programme, 
as well as the package of curriculum reforms that are now well under way. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-
2025?meeting=16230&iob=138676#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2652781  
 

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/25964
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/23-million-government-package-to-support-restoration-of-thousands-of-listed-places-of-worship
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/23-million-government-package-to-support-restoration-of-thousands-of-listed-places-of-worship
https://listed-places-of-worship-grant.dcms.gov.uk/
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-2025?meeting=16230&iob=138676#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2652781
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-2025?meeting=16230&iob=138676#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2652781
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-2025?meeting=16230&iob=138676#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2652781
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Holocaust 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

UK Special Envoy on post-Holocaust issues and Chair of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance, Lord Pickles, remarks to OSCE Permanent Council 
… Today, we gather in the shadow of International Holocaust Remembrance Day. The 
Allies and the public had a good idea of the murder of the Jews long before the gates of 
Auschwitz were opened by Soviet Troops eighty years ago. 
But listening to rumours and reading secret reports does not prepare anyone for the naked 
brutality. The Nazis and their collaborators are an indelible stain on European Civilisation 
and on World History. 
We come together to honour the six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust. But we do not 
come with clean hands. Many fellow European citizens’ fate was to be shot in ditches, 
gassed in industrial murder centres or worked to death because World governments 
turned their backs on the Jews. Migration was restricted, making flight impossible for most. 
We know the poor results of the Evian Conference encouraged the Nazis into more 
extreme measures. Appeasement and doing nothing encouraged bullies and fanatics. 
The Nazis did not invent antisemitism, nor did they need to explain it in lands they occupied 
what antisemitism was. 
As Professor Yehuda Bauer of blessed memory said, “No one comes away clean” from 
the history of the Holocaust. 
Legislation restricting Jewish employment, property and civil rights was present in 
countries years before the Second World War. Signs saying, “forbidden for Jews” and 
“Jews not welcome” were present long before the Nazi occupation. When the Nazis 
arrived, the restrictions and the notices were quickly adopted. 
While there is no state policy, the signs “Jews not welcome” and “Jew Free Zone” are back 
on our Streets along with chants and slogans that distort and demean the Holocaust. 
The Holocaust began with words of hatred, laws of exclusion, and acts of humiliation. 
The strength of liberal democracy is tolerance of other people’s views and a willingness to 
accept some disruption in the interest of free speech. 
Across our member countries, the forces of law and order have floundered against the 
waves of antisemitism. At times, they seem incapable of identifying breaches. Senior UK 
police officers saw the slogan “From the River to the Sea” as a harmless folk scene rather 
than the reality of a chant of ethnic cleansing. 
The risk is that opponents of an open society misread tolerance as weakness and become 
emboldened to use increasingly extreme language and actions. 
Holocaust distortion has moved from the fringes to mainstream public life. 
Distortion does not deny the Holocaust outright. Instead, it minimises, excuses, or 
misrepresents it. 
It builds a bridge between mainstream careless indifference and extreme ideologies. 
As the last survivors move from contemporary memory to the pages of history, we are the 
custodians of the truth. 
The International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) is committed to countering 
distortion. We uphold the truth and protect the facts. 
The OSCE’s mission aligns with this responsibility. 
Both our organisations are in the business of building a safer and more inclusive society. 
To support governments in this vital work, IHRA has developed essential tools, including 
its internationally recognised definitions on antisemitism and on Holocaust denial and 
distortion. 
These provide governments, institutions, and educators with a framework for identifying 
and effectively addressing these issues. 
To combat these scourges, we must be able to recognise them. 
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Additionally, the IHRA provides comprehensive recommendations for Holocaust 
education. 
It also provides guidelines for the preservation and accessibility of archives and memorial 
sites. 
Together, these tools lay the framework for preserving memory and the truth. 
The UK Presidency of IHRA has pursued a triple-track approach to strengthening archives: 
including sharing of information between institutions and the public, using personal 
possessions to tell a story in human form, and preserving the sites of murder and 
destruction. 
Deniers and distorters can lie and twist. We will preserve the memory of the Holocaust by 
telling the unvarnished truth. And the truth can never hurt us. Thank you. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-chair-of-the-international-holocaust-
remembrance-alliance-statement-to-the-osce  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2025 
17.25 Jackson Carlaw (Conservative): Eighty years ago, we were a world at war, and 
the consequence of that war was tens of millions of people dead around the world and the 
extermination of one third of the world’s Jewish population by Nazi Germany. 
It was not the first holocaust of which I was aware. Despite growing up in a community 
where so much of the Jewish population in Scotland lived, they did not talk about it—it was 
just not mentioned. Members of families living next door to me had no idea that their 
parents had been involved in the Holocaust or that they had lost relatives in it. 
In fact, the first holocaust of which I was aware was the holocaust in Cambodia: the 
genocide that took place there between 1975 and 1979. It was there in front of me on the 
television when I was growing up as a teenager. Twenty-five per cent of the population of 
that country were murdered by Pol Pot in the killing fields … 
It was Dr Jacob Bronowski who first hinted, in his television series, “The Ascent of Man”, 
when he was allowed to visit Auschwitz concentration camp, which was then behind the 
iron curtain. He walked, overcome with emotion, fully suited, into puddles, picking up, as 
he thought, the ashes of those who died there, including most of his family. He called it 
“the tragedy of mankind”. … 
Since this Parliament first met, 1.2 million Scots have been born. … Why is it so important 
that we commemorate these events? It is because, for those young people, it is the 
testament and the determination of our generation to ensure that those events are not 
forgotten … I applaud the former Secretary of State for Scotland, Jim Murphy, and our 
former Presiding Officer, Ken Macintosh, who were instrumental in ensuring that there 
were visits to Auschwitz concentration camp for young people. 
I commend the vision schools Scotland programme, promoted by Dr Paula Cowan and the 
University of the West of Scotland, which does so much for continuous Holocaust 
education and is now in every local authority across Scotland. I applaud the Scottish 
Government for the funding that it has made available to ensure that those educational 
programmes can continue. I am so pleased that nearly all our First Ministers, including 
John Swinney, the current First Minister, have stood, as I did, in Auschwitz and have been 
overwhelmed with the enormity and the emotions that will never leave any of us who have 
visited that place. 
Antisemitism continues, which is why it is so important that such education continues. … 
Danny Finkelstein, in his memoir, “Hitler, Stalin, Mum and Dad”, said that … this was 
prescient, because it was published in the summer of the year before last—he worried and 
feared that events similar to the Holocaust could be unfolding again. … 
Today’s young people need to know about  the  Holocaust  because  it  was  young  people  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-chair-of-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-statement-to-the-osce
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-chair-of-the-international-holocaust-remembrance-alliance-statement-to-the-osce
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like them who stood up and did what they could against Hitler and the Nazis. I give the 
example of the white rose campaign group at the University of Munich … who distributed 
literature to try to call a halt to what was happening. They were taken by the Nazis and 
beheaded, facing upwards, simply for campaigning against that genocide. 
As those who have been there will know, the camp at Auschwitz was designed and run by 
Rudolf Höss, who had previously run Dachau concentration camp—the first camp that I 
visited. It was from there that he took the “Arbeit macht frei” slogan, because he felt that 
an easier way to lure people to their deaths was to make them think that they were doing 
something useful. … 
This week, His Majesty the King and other world leaders all stood in front of Auschwitz II’s 
entrance gateway. … What struck me—and, I imagine, many others—was just how few of 
the survivors remain and how frail they now are. However, we could still see how disturbed 
they were, not just by the memory of having been there but by their fears for the future. 
That is why we have such a duty placed on us. … 

 

17:34 Kenneth Gibson (SNP): … “It happened, therefore it can happen again.” Those 
sobering words of Holocaust survivor Primo Levi remind us of the importance of memory 
and vigilance to this year’s Holocaust memorial day theme, which is “For a better future”. 
The Holocaust, or Shoah, was one of the most devastating and morally catastrophic events 
in human history, which claimed the lives of 6 million Jewish people, who were 
systematically murdered. At Auschwitz-Birkenau, 1.1 million people died, primarily in gas 
chambers. More than 90 per cent of them were Jews. … 
The seeds of the Holocaust were sown by violence combined with the manipulation of 
language and legalities. The 1935 Nuremberg laws institutionalised the exclusion of 
Jewish people from German society, beginning with the dehumanisation of an entire 
population. By 1939, the Nazis had stripped Jewish people of all their rights, setting the 
stage for genocide. The acts of barbarity committed in Nazi extermination camps, 
concentration camps and ghettos, the mass shootings, and the starvation imposed across 
occupied eastern Europe remain incomprehensible. Among the most grotesque were the 
pseudoscientific experiments that were conducted, under the guise of medical research, 
by Dr Josef Mengele. His victims, who were often child twins, suffered brutal extremes of 
hypothermia, lethal diseases and noxious chemicals, all while anaesthesia was withheld, 
thereby subjecting them to unimaginable agony. Those horrors led to the Nuremberg 
code—a milestone in medical ethics that still guides research today. … 
Despite Scotland’s reputation for tolerance, antisemitism is a troubling reality here. In the 
final three months of 2023, 46 antisemitic hate incidents were recorded in Scotland—the 
same number as in the whole of 2021. Figures for last year are not yet available, but I 
anticipate that they will have risen further. Social media platforms such as X and Facebook 
have become cesspits of Holocaust denial and far-right extremism. According to the Anti-
Defamation League, the level of Holocaust denial content rose by 30 per cent between 
2021 and 2023. Deniers aim to sow division and undermine truth. On digital platforms, 
coded language and memes are used. Hate groups target Jewish students at universities. 
Conspiracy theories are spread anonymously online. … 
As we reflect on the Holocaust, we must heed its lessons. As Primo Levi reminds us, “it 
can happen again”, but it is within our power to ensure that it does not. Let us honour the 
memory of the victims and survivors—for their sakes and for the many generations to 
come. 

 

17:40 Alexander Stewart (Conservative): … This year’s Holocaust memorial day theme, 
“For a better future”, is highly appropriate, and never more have we needed it. 
As the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust points out, antisemitism has increased significantly 
in the United Kingdom and globally. That is especially the case following the 7 October 
2023 attacks in Israel, when about 1,200 people were killed and more than 250 hostages 
were seized, with the war in Gaza taking place thereafter. I note that many of the hostages 
have still not been released. 
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Extremists on all sides continue to exploit the situation in order to stir up anti-Muslim and 
antisemitic hatred in the UK. As a result, many communities across the UK are feeling 
vulnerable, with hostility and suspicion of others continuing to grow. We should all be 
concerned about that. … 
Individuals are oppressed by the horrific crimes that we have heard about, and, as we mark 
Holocaust memorial day, it is also essential to mention Gypsy, Roma and Traveller history. 
Every year in June, as part of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller history month, the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust remembers and commemorates the richness that Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller communities bring to our everyday lives now and in the past. The Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust also reminds us that, during the truly horrendous crimes of the 1940s, 
Jews were not the only people who were tackled by the Nazis and removed from their 
homelands and communities. For more than a decade, from about 1935, Europe’s Roma 
people, historically often labelled as Gypsies, were targeted by the Nazis, who wanted 
total annihilation of those individuals. … 

 

17:44 Paul O’Kane (Labour): … As we have heard, this year, we mark 80 years since the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. It was the largest of the Nazi death camps, where murder 
was carried out on an industrial scale simply because people were different. Millions of 
Jewish people, Roma and Sinti people, LGBT people, disabled people and others were 
murdered. As we have also heard this evening, when you stand in the watchtower at 
Birkenau, it is hard not to be absolutely horrified by the sheer scale of a place that was 
designed by human beings for the systematic murder of other human beings. 
Over many years, I have had the great honour of meeting people who are survivors of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and survivors of the Holocaust. … They went about their lives and 
made a huge contribution to post-war Britain. Many of them gave themselves in public 
service and helped to build up our communities. For a long time, many of them did not 
speak of their experiences in the Holocaust, but, later in life, many of them chose to do 
that. They chose to tell their story, as they have told me, so that future generations would 
know about the horrors and the inhumanity but also about the amazing stories of the 
resilience, the resistance and the righteousness of others.  
I pay tribute to the many organisations that support and have supported survivors to keep 
those stories alive and to ensure that education continues. Those organisations include 
the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, the Holocaust Educational Trust, Gathering the Voices, 
vision schools Scotland, the Anne Frank Trust and many others; … 
Tonight, we also remember the subsequent genocides that have occurred in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur and all those who give testimony and who support the 
commemoration of those genocides. … 
Antisemitism, Holocaust denial and the distortion of fact are on the rise. That has been 
brought into sharp focus recently by many research studies that show that too many young 
people in our country cannot name Auschwitz or any other death camp and do not have a 
grasp of what happened in the Holocaust. … 

 

17:49 Maggie Chapman (Green): … A memorial is an act of remembrance, and today we 
remember in two senses. We remember who it was who bore this unutterable pain—each 
individual and precious human being—those who are now lost to the world and those who 
remain with us. We remember them with love, with sorrow and with anger, reiterating the 
humanity that their oppressors tried so hard to deny. 
We also remember how it happened. For us as politicians and parliamentarians, that is 
perhaps the harder memory. For the Holocaust was not an act of insurgency or a violation 
of domestic law and order. It came about not in spite of political processes, such as 
elections, legislation and policy implementation, but through and because of them. 
There were some bystanders who knew exactly what was going on. There were others 
who knew nothing. In between, across Europe and beyond, was a wide spectrum of 
simultaneous knowledge and ignorance, of eyes that were closed, and faces that were 
turned away.  There  was  reassurance  that  rhetoric  was  just  that,  and  only  that,  that  
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genocidal intent was the expression of legitimate concern, that there was no need to open 
doors or hearts, and that reality was still represented by the diplomacy of gentlemen, while 
the bodies of children lay uncovered. 
We have learned the story of this deep, deep horror, but have we learned to recognise its 
narrative when it comes again, with different clothes, different names and different labels? 
When the richest man in the world salutes the most powerful man in the world with a 
gesture that specifically recalls that older story, do we shrug and move on? When the most 
powerful man uses the language of cleaning when talking about the dispossession of 
already dispossessed people who are already bereft of their children, do we pretend not 
to have heard? 
Hannah Arendt wrote in the context of the Holocaust about the banality of evil. Evil can be 
banal, can be ridiculous, can come with buffoonery and bluster, without subtlety or nuance, 
but when it announces itself, we would do well to listen. 
We can also listen to the voices of those with experience and for whom that experience 
illuminates the realities of today. Suzanne Berliner Weiss writes: “I am a survivor of the 
Jewish Holocaust, and understand the system of hate first hand. … 
Conflating Zionism and Judaism is an unforgivable crime against the Jewish people, a 
crime against the Palestinians, and a crime to humanity. 
I was saved from Hitler by world solidarity. I was among the thousands of Jewish children 
in France who were saved by the solidarity of the Jewish resistance, communities of 
Christians in Southern France, and the peoples of the world united against Nazism. 
To be against Israel’s policies is not anti-Jewish. It is not anti-Semitic. We claim the 
Palestinians as our sisters and brothers. We are all humanity. We say: ‘Not in our name!’” 
For the victims of the Holocaust, the world closed its eyes, its hearts and its doors until it 
was too late. Today we remember and honour them with respect, with love and with bitter 
regret. Let us not close our eyes, our hearts and our doors in the face of the genocide and 
oppression that is happening today in Palestine. Let us not make the same mistakes again. 

 

17:54 Liam McArthur (Liberal Democrat): … As others have said, on the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau—the most notorious of the Nazi death 
camps, which institutionalised the murder of Jews and other minorities during a murderous 
persecution that claimed the lives of more than 9 million people—bearing witness and 
remembering are the very least that we can do. 
The theme of this year’s Holocaust memorial day is “For a better future”, but such a future 
is possible only if we confront head on the depth of inhumanity that allowed the Holocaust 
to occur, and acknowledge with honesty and clear sightedness that the Holocaust was 
allowed to happen, as others have observed, only because thousands, if not millions, of 
ordinary people chose to look the other way in the face of persecution and discrimination. 
A failure to confront, acknowledge and accept those truths sees us running the risk of 
allowing the horrors of the Holocaust to happen again, as unimaginable as we might think 
that to be. 
The Holocaust Educational Trust, to which I offer my genuine thanks, has this year shared 
the work of Professor Gregory Stanton, who has developed an academic model for the 10 
stages of genocide. Genocide never happens in a vacuum. The Holocaust did not begin 
with death camps, gas chambers and forced ghettoisation; before we get to steps 8, 9 and 
10—persecution, extermination and denial—there are steps 1, 2 and 3, which are 
classification, discrimination and polarisation. … 
As first-hand testimony fades, and as antisemitic, extremist and exclusionary rhetoric gains 
traction here and around the world, it is more important than ever that we commit to 
reflecting on the circumstances that normalised such widespread, murderous persecution 
of Jews and other minorities, simply for being themselves.  
This year, I was struck by the story of David Graber, one of three young Jewish men 
responsible for burying the Oneg Shabbat archives during the mass deportations from the 
Warsaw   ghetto   to   Treblinka  in  1942.   Graber   and   his   peers   collated   testimonies,  
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photographs and artefacts from the ghetto to ensure that the atrocities and reality of life 
under Nazi rule were a matter of record. At just 19, David buried the archive, knowing that 
he would not live to see its discovery, and included in it his last will and testament, in which 
he stated: 
“For me, it is enough if future generations remember our times and if our sufferings and 
pain are mentioned ... May the treasure fall into good hands, may it last into better times, 
may it alarm and alert the world to what happened and was passed out in the twentieth 
century.” 
Now, here, in the 21st century, we owe it to David Graber and the millions who lost their 
lives in the Holocaust to be the “good hands” that, even in these better times, attest to the 
horrors of their suffering and never cease working to ensure that such horrors never 
happen again. …  
More recently, the barbaric 7 October Hamas attacks saw the most violent and intensive 
attack on the Jewish population since the Holocaust, killing more than 1,200 Israelis. That 
has been followed in Gaza by unconscionable levels of indiscriminate violence. A 
ceasefire, although welcome, appears fragile, and on this Holocaust memorial day, it is 
more important than ever to restate the case for a lasting peace for Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. 
It is incumbent on us to assert the truth of the Holocaust and the history of its victims—
their pain and suffering, but also bravery, in the face of present-day polarisation, 
discrimination and persecution. A better future is possible, but only when we commit 
ourselves to never forgetting the darkness of the past. … 

 

18:00 John Mason (Independent): … Jackson Carlaw’s motion mentions genocides in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur and there has also been mention of the Holodomor 
in Ukraine in 1932-33, when some 4 million to 5 million people—roughly 10 per cent of the 
population—died. There was also the Armenian genocide under the Ottomans in 1915 to 
1917, when around 1 million people died. 
However, there is something especially horrendous about the Holocaust and the 
systematic killing of two thirds of European Jews. I have spoken before about how I felt 
when I visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, particularly when I saw a railway that had been built 
for no other purpose than the killing of Jews and other minority groups. 
I do not think that we can mention the Holocaust without referring also to the state of Israel 
and its foundation. Since my expulsion from the Scottish National Party for stating that 
what Israel had been doing in Gaza was not genocide, a position that I stand by, I have 
received many encouraging messages from Jewish people in this and other countries. 
One author, Lyn Julius, sent me a copy of her book “Uprooted: How 3000 Years of Jewish 
Civilization in the Arab World Vanished Overnight”, which has been a fascinating read. I 
had not realised how Jews had been persecuted for so long in the Arab world as well as 
in Europe. We sometimes think that Israel exists mainly because of European Jews 
arriving after world war two when, in fact, some 650,000 Jews arrived because they had 
been expelled from, or because their lives had been made virtually impossible in, Arab 
nations. I had not realised that the leaders of Iraq had been close to Hitler and the Nazis 
during the war and that they had encouraged anti-Jewish sentiment in a way that was 
similar to what happened in Germany. 
Another lesson that I have … is that it started with small things and gradually built up, as 
Liam McArthur has reminded us. Boycotts of Jewish shops, barring Jews from ice rinks 
and closing Jewish schools might have seemed like fairly small individual issues at the 
time, but, in looking back, we see that anti-Jewish sentiment built up slowly and surely 
over a number of years to become open discrimination, hatred and, finally, persecution 
and attempted annihilation. 
That is one of the things that I think worries Jews in Scotland and around the world today. 
Is criticism of the current Israeli Government’s actions, some of which is definitely valid, 
spilling over into a lack of tolerance  of  Jewish  people  around  the  world?  Not  all  Jews  
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support Israel and not everyone in Israel is Jewish, but the reality is that it is the only Jewish 
state in the world and very many Jews identify closely with it, having friends and family 
there. … 

 

18:04 Sandesh Gulhane (Conservative): … I recall visiting southern Poland as an 18-
year-old. After exploring the vibrant city of Kraków, with its bustling market square and rich 
history, I travelled westwards to Auschwitz. Joy and warmth seemed to vanish. Walking 
past razor-wire fences and grey brick buildings, I was confronted with a reality too horrific 
to comprehend. Above me, the sign read, “Arbeit macht frei”—“Work sets you free”—but, 
in the 1940s, there was no freedom there; there was only death and suffering. What struck 
me most, and what still haunts me, was the eerie silence. Hours before, I had heard birds 
singing and people laughing, yet, in Auschwitz, even nature seemed to recoil from the 
horror. The air itself carried the weight of those who had suffered. 
It shocks me that a third of young adults in the United Kingdom cannot name Auschwitz or 
any other concentration camp. It is a sobering reminder that it is our duty to educate, to 
remember and to challenge denial. The need for that has never been more urgent. 
Holocaust denial and distortion are rising, fuelled by misinformation and the dark corners 
of social media. Studies show that 23 per cent of people in the UK have encountered 
Holocaust denial online and that a significant proportion of young people—our future 
leaders—do not know that 6 million Jews were murdered. Some believe the number to be 
far lower. Those statistics are deeply troubling, and they demand action. 
As representatives of Scotland, we must ensure that Holocaust education is not just an 
academic exercise but a national priority. Institutions such as the Scottish Jewish Heritage 
Centre and the Scottish Jewish Archives Centre play a vital role in that respect. In my 
Glasgow region, Garnethill synagogue stands as a beacon of history and remembrance, 
and its heritage centre offers profound insights into Jewish life in Scotland and the 
Holocaust. … 
We cannot be bystanders. We must challenge prejudice, confront denial and educate 
future generations. The theme “For a better future” reminds us that remembrance alone is 
not enough. We must act. We must make Holocaust education a national priority and 
ensure that the lessons of history shape the future that we strive to build. … 

 

18:09 Pauline McNeill (Labour): … The motion notes the 80th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz. It will be appreciated that there were many other concentration 
camps, as members have mentioned, including Treblinka in Poland, where around 
800,000 people died, and Belzec, where 600,000 died. While waiting to be sent to their 
death, many people starved, died of disease or were worked to death. It is unbelievable 
that those horrific events took place a relatively short time ago. 
Across German-occupied Europe, 6 million Jews were murdered for being Jewish, by an 
ideology that was based on hatred and which began its journey in a democratic country. It 
is difficult to read and learn about humanity’s worst period in history and the evil that 
humankind is capable of, but it is important that we remember it. 
I visited Auschwitz-Birkenau on the very last day of 2018. No amount of reading prepares 
a person for the sheer scale and horror of the camp, but it is something that I think 
everyone should do and face. … 
Camp commandant Rudolf Höss expanded Auschwitz to construct a second camp at 
Birkenau for industrial murder. As others have said, if you have seen the memorial to those 
who died at Birkenau, you will notice that behind the camp there are houses, which were 
there at the time, in the 1940s. Unfortunately, people knew, and they looked on as the 
concentration camps murdered Jewish people and others. 
The testimonies of survivors who escaped is vital, because without them we would not 
begin to get our heads around the horror of what happened. How could it happen at all? 
That is the vital question for any person who is interested in ensuring that it will never 
happen again. We must educate every child about the sad facts—no generation must be 
left out. They remind us that we must have robust policies for tackling hatred and prejudice  
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against any group in society. Antisemitism, as the survivors have said, is far from having 
disappeared. … 
We cannot be bystanders where we see the hatred of others. I will not stand by when I see 
what is happening to the Palestinians in Gaza. In my opinion there is a genocide taking 
place there, but let the courts and the law decide whether it is or is not. … 

 

18:14 The Minister for Victims and Community Safety (Siobhian Brown): … I echo the 
heartfelt words that have been offered by my fellow members in paying tribute to the 6 
million Jewish people who were systematically murdered during the Holocaust, and the 
countless others who were killed by the Nazi regime, and the untold numbers of people 
whose lives were callously taken from them in the genocides that took place in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 
The horrors of the Holocaust are a stark reminder of the devastating consequences if 
prejudicial attitudes are not challenged and confronted … 
This year’s commemoration is a seminal moment, as we mark the 80th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and the 30th anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia. 
Following the Nazis’ ascent to power in 1933, they ramped up the antisemitic rhetoric prior 
to passing laws that gradually stripped Jewish citizens of their most basic human rights, 
including forcing them to wear yellow stars and singling them out for ever-worsening 
persecution. That slow but precise process of dehumanisation would later culminate in one 
of the most heinous acts in human history, as the regime attempted to exterminate all 
Jewish people in Europe. 
The beginning of the Bosnian war in 1992 presented a chilling parallel, as non-Serbian 
citizens were first compelled to wear white armbands, setting in motion the infamous 
practice that would later come to be known as ethnic cleansing. … 
I was proud to support the commencement of the Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) 
Act 2021 in April last year. Alongside our hate crime strategy, that will ensure that we take 
the robust measures that are the necessary response to criminality that is rooted in 
prejudice, and that we provide confidence that all incidents will be treated with the utmost 
seriousness. 
Last year, we were privileged to assist with the United Kingdom’s presidency of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance … including at the Kelvingrove art gallery 
and museum in Glasgow, where the First Minister spoke about the importance of working 
together to tackle the growing threat of antisemitism. 
In recognition of the deep-seated nature of prejudicial attitudes, we are working in close 
collaboration with partners to prevent such behaviours from taking hold and undermining 
our commitment to community cohesiveness. 
Let me be clear that discrimination, including antisemitism, must be challenged through 
educating our children about all cultures, faiths and belief systems, and ensuring that they 
learn tolerance and respect. … 
The responsibility of building a better future is incumbent on all members and on everyone 
in our diverse communities. I have been particularly struck in my conversations with Jewish 
and Muslim communities about how antisemitism and Islamophobia continue to impact on 
their daily lives. To them, I say, “Scotland is, and always will be, your home.” 
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel once said: “To forget would not only be dangerous but 
offensive; to forget the dead would be akin to killing them a second time”. 
We must always honour those words as part of our duty to remember the Holocaust and 
other genocides, while also aspiring to a better future, in which nobody need live in fear 
simply because of who they are and the group to which they belong. … 
To read the full transcript see  
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-29-01-
2025?meeting=16228&iob=138642#orscontributions_M1742E410P746C2652468  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-29-01-2025?meeting=16228&iob=138642#orscontributions_M1742E410P746C2652468
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-29-01-2025?meeting=16228&iob=138642#orscontributions_M1742E410P746C2652468
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-29-01-2025?meeting=16228&iob=138642#orscontributions_M1742E410P746C2652468
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Information about the Ten Stages of Genocide, referred to above by Liam McArthur, can 
be read at 
https://hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/what-is-genocide/the-ten-
stages-of-genocide/  
 

The Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021, referred to above by Siobhian 
Brown, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2021/14/contents  
 

The Hate Crime Strategy, referred to above by Siobhian Brown, can be read at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/hate-crime-strategy-scotland/  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

80th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz 
Jackson Carlaw (Conservative) [S6F-03762] To ask the First Minister whether he will 
join His Majesty the King and other world leaders in commemorating the 80th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz extermination camp and offer his reflections on the theme of 
this year’s Holocaust memorial day, “For a Better Future”.  

The First Minister (John Swinney): On Holocaust memorial day, we honour the 6 
million Jews who were murdered by the Nazis in one of the darkest chapters in 
human history. As we proclaim, “Never again”, we also reflect on the subsequent 
genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 
This year, we commemorate the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. I 
welcome the decision of His Majesty the King to travel to Auschwitz to represent us 
all at the commemoration. This evening, alongside Mr Carlaw and the Minister for 
Victims and Community Safety, I will participate in the Scottish ceremony for 
Holocaust memorial day. At that event, we will stand united against hatred and for 
building one Scotland, together, for a better future. 

Jackson Carlaw: … I commend the First Minister and the Scottish Government on their 
work to ensure that Holocaust education schemes across Scotland are second to none in 
comparison with those available in the rest of the United Kingdom. It is a real tribute to the 
efforts of the Scottish Parliament, and the various Governments that have presided within 
it, that Holocaust education in Scotland is as remarkable as it is. If this year’s theme is “For 
a Better Future”, we must surely realise that that future depends not on us but on the 
generation that follows. Fundamentally, such education programmes are critical to the 
understanding of the next generation. Will the First Minister commit to ensuring that the 
funding of such programmes continues in perpetuity? 

The First Minister: … In his members’ business debate … [Jackson Carlaw] 
generously referred to the fact that I had taken part in one of the visits to Auschwitz 
by Scottish school pupils that are supported by the Scottish Government. He 
correctly indicated that the experience that I had that day will never leave me. I saw, 
too, the profound impact on the young people who travelled with me on that 
occasion. For me, that was an indication of the value of the investment that the 
Government makes in ensuring that future generations understand and appreciate 
the awfulness of what happened in the Holocaust, and of why those generations 
must be reminded of it. 
Mr Carlaw has my unequivocal commitment that, for as long as I am First Minister, 
this Government will be a firm funder of Holocaust memorial education in Scotland. 
I see that as part of our obligations to the past and the future, and it will have my 
unreserved support as First Minister. 

To read the full transcript see 
 

https://hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/what-is-genocide/the-ten-stages-of-genocide/
https://hmd.org.uk/learn-about-the-holocaust-and-genocides/what-is-genocide/the-ten-stages-of-genocide/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2021/14/contents
https://www.gov.scot/publications/hate-crime-strategy-scotland/
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https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-
2025?meeting=16230&iob=138654#orscontributions_M2678E424P760C2652694  
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Israel 

See also the Lords Grand Committee debate “Terrorism: Glorification” that is 
included in the Home Affairs section above, and 

 

the Scottish Parliament debate “Holocaust Memorial Day 2025” that is included in 
the Holocaust section above, 

 

and Commons written answers 26521 and 26524 “Elizabeth Tsurkov” that are 
included in the Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

House of Commons Debate 

Proportional Representation: General Elections 
… Desmond Swayne (Conservative): May I … ask my hon. Friend [Paul Homes] to 
reflect on the experience of Israel, where tiny religious parties are perpetually in 
government, exercising disproportionate influence and influencing policy in a way that is 
at variance with the wishes of the majority? 

 

Paul Holmes (Conservative): My right hon. Friend is correct that there is a vast and quite 
radical system that elects the Israeli Government, where a number of extreme politicians 
on both sides of the aisle … The electoral system in Israel elects people from extreme 
wings, from both sides of the aisle, who have a disproportionate impact on the policies and 
outcomes of the Israeli Government. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/9F04313C-988A-49F6-
92A2-D56225466C08/ProportionalRepresentationGeneralElections#contribution-
9A07D851-D87F-4A2A-8EB6-28C9D1256EC5  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Oded Basyuk 
Brian Leishman (Labour) [26215] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether Israeli Major General Oded Basyuk and 
his delegation were granted special mission diplomatic immunity for the visit. 

Catherine West: Government officials from any country can apply for and be 
granted special mission certificates as part of official visits to the UK. As set out in 
a Written Ministerial Statement by the former Foreign Secretary dated 4 March 
2013, a special mission is a temporary mission, representing a State, which is sent 
by one State to another with the consent of the latter, in order to carry out official 
engagements on behalf of the sending State. The FCDO gave consent for special 
mission status for the visit to the UK on 21-22 January of Major General Oded 
Bassiuk, Head of the Operations Directorate J3 of the Israel Defense Forces, and 
delegation, to attend meetings with the Ministry of Defence as part of the concerted 
UK effort to reduce the risk of escalation in the Middle East and to achieve a 
peaceful resolution in Gaza and Lebanon. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26215  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-2025?meeting=16230&iob=138654#orscontributions_M2678E424P760C2652694
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-2025?meeting=16230&iob=138654#orscontributions_M2678E424P760C2652694
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-30-01-2025?meeting=16230&iob=138654#orscontributions_M2678E424P760C2652694
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/9F04313C-988A-49F6-92A2-D56225466C08/ProportionalRepresentationGeneralElections#contribution-9A07D851-D87F-4A2A-8EB6-28C9D1256EC5
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/9F04313C-988A-49F6-92A2-D56225466C08/ProportionalRepresentationGeneralElections#contribution-9A07D851-D87F-4A2A-8EB6-28C9D1256EC5
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/9F04313C-988A-49F6-92A2-D56225466C08/ProportionalRepresentationGeneralElections#contribution-9A07D851-D87F-4A2A-8EB6-28C9D1256EC5
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26215
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The Ministerial Statement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/commons-vote-office/March-2013/4-
3-13/6.FCO-Special-Mission-Immunity.pdf  
 

Jerusalem: Religious Buildings 
Shockat Adam (Independent) [26172] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to help 
ensure the (a) protection and (b) fair treatment of UK citizens who visit Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and other holy sites in Jerusalem. 

Hamish Falconer: Supporting British nationals travelling and living overseas who 
request consular assistance is a priority for the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO). However, the personal safety of British Nationals 
overseas does not fall within the jurisdiction of the FCDO, as this is the 
responsibility of the individual and local authorities. We provide information and 
guidance in our Travel Advice on the issues most likely to be of relevance to British 
nationals visiting or living in each country/territory for them to consider such as entry 
requirements, the security situation and local laws & customs. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26172  
 

The Travel Advice referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel  
 

Jordan Valley: Sovereignty 
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [26251] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential 
implications for his policies of the vote in the Israeli Knesset on annexation of the Jordan 
Valley on 22 January 2025. 

Hamish Falconer: The Government's view is that Israel's presence in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories is governed by the provisions of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949, to which Israel is a state party. The Government is also clear 
that Israeli settlements are illegal under international law and harm prospects for a 
two-state solution. We stand opposed to expansion, to settler violence, and to any 
talk of annexation, which would breach international UN resolutions that successive 
UK Governments have supported. Annexation only undermines the prospects for 
peace, would lead to greater instability and would be illegal under international law. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26251  
 

The Fourth Geneva Convention, referred to above, can be read at 
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-1949  
 

Gaza: Medical Treatments 
Mary Glindon (Labour) [25999] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, whether he has held discussions with his (a) Egyptian and (b) 
Israeli counterparts about the expedition of exit permits for Gazans seeking urgent medical 
evacuations. 

Hamish Falconer: We engage routinely on the importance of addressing health 
needs within Gaza. An immediate ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting 
solution to this crisis. The humanitarian situation in Gaza remains catastrophic, with 
many in need of urgent medical assistance. Israel should ensure that there is a 
sustained passage for patients who need treatment not available in Gaza, by 
reopening routes and increasing the approval rate for medical evacuations. 
We have announced £1 million for the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population, 
delivered through the World Health Organization Egypt, to support medically 
evacuated Palestinians from Gaza.  The  UK   is also  supporting  the  provision of  
 

https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/commons-vote-office/March-2013/4-3-13/6.FCO-Special-Mission-Immunity.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/commons-vote-office/March-2013/4-3-13/6.FCO-Special-Mission-Immunity.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26172
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/israel
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26251
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/gciv-1949
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essential healthcare to civilians in Gaza, including support to UK-MED for operating 
their field hospitals. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/25999  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-
visit-to-egypt  
 
 

House of Lords Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Gaza: Humanitarian Situation 
The Minister’s Statement to the House of Commons on 28 January was read in the 
Lords. 

 

col 383 … This is a fragile ceasefire, but it brings much-needed hope for Israeli and 
Palestinian people. … We continue to call for the immediate release of all those still waiting 
to be reunited with their loved ones, including the remaining hostages with links to the UK.  
col 384 Civilians in Gaza have endured suffering that defies belief, and this deal brings 
hope that they can start to rebuild their lives. In the days since the guns were silenced, 
Israel has opened up mechanisms to surge in aid. The UN and aid organisations have 
been working tirelessly to deliver the humanitarian aims of the ceasefire agreement. …  
Partners on the ground  report  that more than 200,000 food parcels have been dispatched 
to more than 130 distribution points since the ceasefire. …  
UK support … will amount to £17 million to get more aid into Gaza and restore services. 
The figure also includes £2 million for the World Bank to support the construction and 
restoration of critical water and energy infrastructure. … Today’s uplift brings our 
commitment for the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Palestinian refugees in the region 
to £129 million this financial year. …  
The Government have repeatedly stated the need for UNRWA to continue its lifesaving 
assistance to the people of Gaza, Jerusalem and the west bank. The Knesset legislation 
taking effect on 30 January risks impeding the progress made since the ceasefire; Israel 
must allow the agency to continue to operate. The legislation does not and cannot change 
the fact that Israel has a responsibility under international law to facilitate humanitarian 
assistance. … 
col 385 The UK and the wider international community stand ready to support Palestinians 
as they begin to rebuild their lives, their homes and their communities. We are under no 
illusions about the scale of the challenge ahead. The overwhelming majority of homes in 
Gaza are damaged or destroyed, the economy has collapsed, and basic services, 
including energy and water, have been knocked out. … The Palestinian Authority has a 
crucial role to play, and we are providing technical and financial assistance to the authority, 
including assistance to support the urgent recovery of basic services. … 

 

Lord Callanan (Conservative): My Lords, since the heinous terrorist attacks of 7 October, 
we have stood united across the House in calling for the unconditional release of all 
hostages by Hamas as the only way to reach a sustainable end to this abhorrent conflict. 
We now feel both the anxiety and the hope of the families who have waited, anticipating 
the release of the remarkably brave women hostages who have been returned thus far 
under the ceasefire agreement. … 
It is important to remember the hostages who we learned on Monday will not return home 
alive, having been murdered at the hands of Hamas. … 
The Minister rightly referred to UNRWA. Although no one can doubt the size of the 
distribution network, we cannot ignore the problems within that organisation. It is in no 
one’s interest to pretend that they have not happened. We know the facts: UNRWA staff 
and institutions have been infiltrated by Hamas, and there have been shocking allegations  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/25999
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-86DFC18A-E70C-4B1E-BC04-939158D216F3


 18 

 

of UNRWA staff involvement in the 7 October attacks. … 
The reconstruction of Gaza is obviously a huge task. What discussions have the 
Government had with regional neighbours? What role does the Minister envisage for the 
UK in this reconstruction? … 
col 386 The Foreign Secretary previously told the House—and I think we would all agree—
that “there cannot be a role for Hamas”.—[Official Report, Commons, 16/1/25; col. 516.] 
As my right honourable friend the shadow Foreign Secretary said in the other place, we 
echo those words, but the sickening sight of Hamas gunmen parading around hostages 
just last weekend—we saw it again this morning—caused great alarm. What steps are 
being taken to end the reign of terror that Hamas has unleashed upon the Gaza Strip? 

 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, in a week where we have all 
acknowledged as a country, including our Head of State, the horrors of 80 years ago, we 
should be sensitive to the ongoing humanitarian crisis and conflict in the Middle East. 
There is no place for anti-Semitism in the UK or anywhere, and we should learn the lessons 
of dehumanisation. That is why we should condemn President Trump when he describes 
the cleaning out of Gaza, and condemn extremists who called Palestinians human 
animals. Language is important, and therefore sensitivity should be part of our policy-
making. 
It is worth recognising, as the noble Lord did, that Hamas continues to dehumanise 
hostages. For the families of hostages who will have their loved ones returned alive, we 
give thanks for the ceasefire, and we commiserate with those who will receive their loved 
ones’ bodies. We should hope that the ceasefire holds, because it should provide—even 
though it is very hard to see—a basis for future and further political dialogue. But two things 
are actively working against that. 
The first is the implementation, today, of the ban on UNRWA in Israeli sovereign territory. 
… UNRWA operates under a mandate. The Israeli Government have obligations under 
that UN mandate, and UNRWA should be free to provide humanitarian assistance within 
the Occupied Territories, unfettered at the border areas within Israeli territory. … 
In the West Bank, we continue to see unacceptable violence, not only with regard to the 
settlers but in the impunity of those within the outposts, and the violence there, which is 
illegal under Israeli law. There can be no two-state solution if one of the authorities is 
systematically losing territory day by day. … 
col 387 … there needs to be intensive work on child trauma, and especially on the 
restoration of education facilities. … 
I welcome the increased funding for the Palestinian Authority, but it is still lower than before 
the 0.7% ODA cuts. … 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Baroness Chapman of Darlington): … As the noble Lord 
said, we need to support those hostages who are now released and are trying to 
rebuild their lives after the most traumatic events that they must have endured. 
col 388 … our thoughts too must be with those who are enduring the most 
unconscionable grief at the loss of their relatives in these circumstances, as well as 
with those who continue to wait. Every hour that passes, they must experience 
agony waiting for news of their loved ones who are still held. 
I am pleased that we made a decision early in the Government to restore aid to 
UNRWA. It is difficult to see how getting sufficient aid on the scale needed and to 
the places and people who so desperately need it can be achieved without 
UNRWA. … 
As the noble Lord, Lord Callanan, reminded us, the Foreign Secretary has said that 
it would not be right for Hamas to lead the work of rebuilding. As the noble Lord, 
Lord Purvis, said, that work will be extensive. It must not just address the physical 
infrastructure; it needs to think too about the trauma that the community in Gaza 
has been through and, most of all, about the experience of children. … 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=&ColumnNumber=516&House=1&ExternalId=4DB804F4-34B9-4AAC-ACD9-25676829F021
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I was asked whether the population of Gaza should be able to return. Of course, if 
that is their wish, then they should be able to return to their homes, rebuild their 
lives and live peacefully in the land in which they have lived for years and built their 
lives. For them to be able to do that, it is important that the ceasefire holds. Without 
the ceasefire holding, it is impossible to imagine how the next steps towards the 
peace that we all want to see can ever be secured. 
We remain committed to the two-state solution. Nobody should be doing anything 
to undermine the prospects of achieving that solution … 

Baroness Blackstone (Labour): … Understandably, much of the emphasis in the 
humanitarian response to what has been going on in Gaza has been about providing food, 
fuel and medicines. Under the United Nations, education is a right for all children. There 
are thousands and thousands of traumatised children living in Gaza who desperately need 
to get back to school. … UNRWA has a huge amount of experience in providing education 
and schools across Gaza and the rest of the Occupied Territories. … 

col 389 Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … our priority is to get the food, 
medicine and shelter to the people in Gaza who need it—most of all the children—
but every day that is lost in education is a barrier to that community being able to 
support itself and to prosper and thrive. … 

Lord Pannick (Crossbench): … I know that a number of other noble Lords share my 
concerns as to how the Government will ensure that the much-needed reconstruction aid 
for Gaza is not appropriated by Hamas or other military groups to use to prepare for further 
attacks on Israel. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: Of course this is a concern. We want all the 
aid that we and others provide to go to those people who need it so desperately. … 
We think that the best way to do this is through UNRWA. … 

The Bishop of Gloucester: … although the ceasefire agreement offers a glimmer of hope 
that a different future is possible, the situation in the West Bank continues to go from bad 
to worse … 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … This is a very complex situation … We 
speak regularly with partners in the region and directly with leaders in Israel; we 
also use our presence in multilateral fora to make sure that these concerns are 
raised as often as we can … 

col 390 Lord Leigh of Hurley (Conservative): … We were all horrified by the videos that 
we saw when the hostages were released, which showed us that Hamas is in control and 
has a presence and military arms. I cannot see how there can be a long-term peace if 
Hamas is in control of Gaza. It will do everything it can to take the aid that we are giving. … 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: What is important is that the reconstruction of 
Gaza is led by the people of Gaza … There is a huge difference between the people 
of Gaza and Hamas. We want to work with international agencies to make sure that 
the people of Gaza are given the support that they need. … 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick (Crossbench): My Lords, can the Minister confirm whether the 
Government have made any representations to the Government of Israel about the law 
that is about to come into force to remove the possibility of UNRWA having any access to 
the State of Israel? Can she say what rough impact assessment we may have made of 
the likely effect of that move, which is of course to frustrate a mandate given to UNRWA 
by the United Nations General Assembly? Can she also cast light on the discrepancy 
between the views of the Government of Israel that they have in fact provided evidence 
about the nine members of UNRWA staff who were thought to be acting with Hamas and 
were dismissed, and the view of UNRWA itself that it has not received any evidence 
whatever from the Government of Israel as to the guilt of these people? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: It is our view that the best way to get aid in as 
efficiently as is needed is through UNRWA. … without UNRWA, it is very hard to 
see  how  that  will  be  sustained. … we  have  made  that  case  very clearly to the  
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Government of Israel. 
Baroness Hussein-Ece (Liberal Democrat): … It is reported that, in the first week of the 
ceasefire, UNRWA delivered 60% of all food aid into the Gaza Strip. It is therefore very 
difficult, without any other information from the Israeli Government, to know how they 
propose to replace that. … 
col 391 Can the Minister say whether the British Government have yet commented on the 
Trump Administration’s desire to “clean out” Gaza? … 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: We do not agree that the people of Gaza 
should be prevented from returning to their homes. We are very clear about that. 
… it is very difficult to see how the aid will be delivered and received without 
UNRWA. … We will continue to make the case to the Israeli Government … 

Lord Turnberg (Labour): … COGAT has provided figures on who provides the aid: 
UNRWA in fact has recently provided only 13% of the aid that goes in. Much more comes 
from other organisations. The World Food Programme, for example, provides more than 
30%. In view of the problems that UNRWA has with its relationship with Hamas, should 
we not be ensuring that the aid that we provide goes through the World Food Programme 
and other organisations, rather than UNRWA, which is suspect? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: I am sorry, but I do not agree with that. 
UNRWA has been by far the most effective organisation at delivering aid in Gaza 
for very many years. … 

Baroness Morris of Bolton (Conservative): … The world has rightly been focused on 
the horrors of the past 16 months in Gaza. … during that time the situation in the West 
Bank has been rapidly deteriorating. … A secure and prosperous West Bank is as 
important a component of a lasting peace as everything else that is happening. …  as well 
as speaking to people on the ground and our international partners, are we also speaking 
to the charities and wonderful organisations here in the UK that have been doing so much, 
for many years, to help bring both sides together for a lasting peace? 

col 392 Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … The noble Baroness is right to 
highlight the sterling work that has been done for very many years by charities and 
other organisations here in the UK that care so deeply about what is happening in 
the Middle East. … 

Lord Grocott (Labour): My Lords, among the numerous shocking statistics that have 
come out of Gaza is that there are now over 100,000 wounded people there, that Gaza 
has the highest proportion per head of child amputees of any country in the world, and that 
60% of people in Gaza have lost at least one member of their family. … 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … this is not something that you just fix. It is 
a trauma that can be felt through many years—indeed, through generations. UK 
support has meant that more than half a million people have received essential 
healthcare, 647,000 have received food and 284,000 have improved access to 
water, sanitation and hygiene. … 

Lord Swire (Conservative): My Lords, is it not time to remind ourselves of the obligation 
that this country made through the Balfour Declaration? It stated clearly that “nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine”. 
Does the Minister agree that that includes the population of the West Bank and Gaza? Will 
she update the House on the noises coming from Washington about the possible emptying 
of Gaza into neighbouring countries … 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … I have been very clear on our view of the 
importance of Gazans being able to return to their homes should they wish. … 

col 393 Lord Dodds of Duncairn (DUP): My Lords, I refer to the answer that the Minister 
gave to the noble Lord, Lord Pannick, when he raised the very important matter of 
preventing aid going to Hamas and preventing Hamas hijacking that aid, looting it and 
using it for future attacks on Israel. … Can [the Minister] give a bit more detail about what  
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is being done with international partners, with Israel, to prevent this outrageous movement 
into terrorist hands of aid that should go to the people of Gaza? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … it is urgent. Aid needs to get to the people 
who need it. One of the problems when a place descends into such desperation is 
that lawlessness always inevitably follows. … We have proven that we are able to 
get the aid where it is needed. We managed to vaccinate children against polio, 
where they needed two vaccinations. We managed to deliver that; it is not beyond 
us to get food, medicine and shelter to children in Gaza. 

Baroness Helic (Conservative): My Lords, does the Minister agree that measures must 
be taken now to protect and document locations where mass graves have been reported 
in Gaza? With that in mind, I suggest that we consult the International Commission on 
Missing Persons, which stands ready to support all efforts to protect and investigate mass 
graves and reliably identify human remains, for the sake of the dignity of the people of 
Gaza but also for the sake of peace and security in the long term. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: …. That is a very good suggestion, and I will 
take it up. … 

Lord Polak (Conservative): … It was deeply shameful this morning to see that young girl, 
Agam Berger, come out after 15 months, surrounded, harassed and jeered by masked, 
armed gunmen. … Israel is not negotiating with the UK or the UAE. Israel has to negotiate 
or do a deal with these thugs and terrorists called Hamas. Before everyone bemoans 
Israel’s decision regarding UNRWA, does the Minister agree that UNRWA has been in situ 
for many years, and during that time the aid that we and the rest of the world have given 
was used for what? It was used for building underground tunnels and amassing rockets to 
send to people. That is what UNRWA has done. Before we talk of the holy grail that is 
UNRWA, it is also responsible because it was there when all this was happening. 

col 394 Baroness Chapman of Darlington: I will start by agreeing with the noble 
Lord about the scenes on release: the trauma is compounded by the way it is done. 
It is wrong, and it is not something that anybody, whatever your views on all this, 
should ever wish to see. On UNRWA, it is not a holy grail; it is a practical way of 
getting aid to a community that needs it so desperately. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-30/debates/0019E9F8-02BB-4720-B076-
26C9EC682A57/GazaHumanitarianSituation  
 

 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

The situation in Syria 
Q36 Phil Brickell (Labour): … we have seen repeated Israeli military airstrikes in Syria, 
but also reinforcements of positions in the Golan Heights. Dr Khatib, to what extent do you 
expect Israeli military involvement in Syria to be temporary, or do you see that as being a 
lasting course of activity? 

 

Lina Khatib (Associate Fellow, Middle East and North Africa Programme, Chatham 
House): This is where Syria is not about Syria any more, because for Israel this is about 
Israeli security in general. As we know, after 7 October, Israel is determined not to see a 
repeat of that awful scenario. At the moment, with the situation as it is in Syria being 
uncertain, Israel is saying, “Due to this uncertainty we need to secure ourselves. We need 
to be present in these areas that allow Israel surveillance so that they can maintain their 
security.” 
The only thing that would change this is if Israel feels secure among its neighbours. … If 
the Arab world heads in the direction of increased normalisation with Israel, this will 
translate into security deals between Syria and Israel. … 
There is nothing to prevent us seeing a scenario a few years down the line where there is  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-30/debates/0019E9F8-02BB-4720-B076-26C9EC682A57/GazaHumanitarianSituation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-30/debates/0019E9F8-02BB-4720-B076-26C9EC682A57/GazaHumanitarianSituation
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a new security architecture in the region in which Israel, Syria and Lebanon have a security 
agreement that maintains their stability, but for that to happen we need a few years. It is a 
possibility. The defeat of Hezbollah militarily in Lebanon paves the way for this scenario to 
play out. The change in Syria, where the Iranian role has basically been completely 
devastated, paves the way for this kind of scenario, because it was the Iran-dominant 
status quo that had prevented this scenario from happening. With the removal of Iran as a 
spoiler, to a large degree, there is a possibility to change the security equation in the 
region. 

 

Simon Collis (former UK Ambassador to Iraq, Syria, Qatar and Saudi Arabia): Israel 
did what it did because it can. One can understand, if you are an army, why you want to 
hold the high ground. It is not yours, but you want to hold it. You can understand why you 
might want to deal pre-emptively with stocks of heavy weaponry and so on. This is not 
helpful to the stability of Syria itself, and perhaps not really to stability and security across 
the region, which is an Israeli interest, as well as an interest of all the other countries 
there. … 

 

Q39 Lina Khatib: … For the United States, the key thing for us is to think about what the 
Trump Administration want to do about Iran and clearly the focus here is no longer about 
the nuclear deal, which was the biggest issue under the last Administration. Trump made 
it clear that, with Iran, the new strategy will link the nuclear file with the file of ballistic 
missiles, with the file of Iran’s regional interventions, which, frankly, should have happened 
a very long time ago … 
Again, this takes us back to the issue of Israeli security, because with Iran running around, 
causing destabilisation, Israel is under threat. That is now a red line after October 2023. 
Things have shifted. What used to be tolerance in Washington and even in Tel Aviv 
regarding Iran being an influential actor in the Middle East is no longer the case. … 

 

Q40 Lina Khatib: … One thing I will add here about Israel is that Ahmed al-Sharaa did 
say, “We are not interested in starting war with Israel. That is not what this Administration 
want to do.” … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/15305/html/  
 
 

House of Lords International Relations and Defence Committee 

Letter from Anneliese Dodds MP, Minister for Development at the Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office to the Chair, regarding anti-UNRWA Knesset legislation 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46480/documents/236212/default/  

 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

E3 Foreign Ministers' statement on the implementation of legislation against United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) 
We, the Foreign Ministers of the United Kingdom, France and Germany reiterate our grave 
concern regarding the Government of Israel’s implementation of legislation forbidding any 
contact between Israeli state entities, officials and the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA); and prohibiting any UNRWA 
presence within Israel and East Jerusalem. 
We ask the Government of Israel to abide by its international obligations and live up to its 
responsibility to ensure full, rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian assistance and the 
provision of basic services to the civilian population. We urge the Government of Israel to 
work with international partners, including the UN,  to  ensure  continuity  of  operations. No  
 

https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/15305/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46480/documents/236212/default/
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other entity or UN Agency currently has the capacity or infrastructure to replace UNRWA’s 
mandate and experience. 
We reiterate our support for UNRWA’s UN-mandate to provide essential services and 
humanitarian assistance to Palestine refugees in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories.  UNRWA is the primary service provider to Palestinian refugees in the West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem, and is an integral part of the response to the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza. 
We condemn in the strongest possible terms the brutal and unjustified terror attacks by 
Hamas on Israel on October 7, 2023. We call on UNRWA to continue on its path of reform 
demonstrating its commitment to the principle of neutrality, in line with the independent 
review of April 2024, led by Ms. Catherine Colonna. All alleged involvement of UNRWA 
staff in appalling acts in support of 7 October and subsequent events must be thoroughly 
investigated. 
We reiterate our full endorsement and support for the ceasefire agreement reached 
between Israel and Hamas. It is vital that we now see the release of all remaining 
hostages. We welcome the notable increase of humanitarian assistance reaching Gaza 
since the beginning of the ceasefire and call on all parties to ensure its continuity. We are 
grateful for the extensive efforts of the US, Egypt and Qatar in mediating the agreement 
and urge all parties to engage constructively in negotiating the subsequent phases of the 
deal to help ensure its full implementation and a permanent end to hostilities.  
We will play our full part in the coming days and weeks to seize the opportunity of this 
ceasefire and to ensure it leads to a credible pathway towards a two-state solution in which 
Israelis and Palestinians can live side by side in peace. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-
implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-
palestine-refugees-in-the-near  

 

The Colonna Review, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf   
 
 

Department for Business and Trade 

Updated Trade and Investment Factsheet: Israel 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6798fda61c041dcc469dade8/israel-trade-
and-investment-factsheet-2025-01-31.pdf  
 
Updated Trade and Investment Factsheet: Occupied Palestinian Territories 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/679904985fa219d945b34194/occupied-
palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-01-31.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

UN Palestinian Rights Committee Bureau Welcomes Gaza Ceasefire, Demands Full 
Implementation, Move towards Solution of Conflict. Also Condemns Israel’s UN 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) Ban 
Perpetuating Palestinian Suffering 
The Bureau of the UN Palestinian Rights Committee welcomes the Gaza ceasefire as a 
crucial step in halting the Israeli military operations on the Palestinian civilian population 
since October 2023 and stemming the vast human suffering and loss of life.  As hundreds 
of thousands return to devastated homes, urgent and sustained humanitarian aid is 
essential to all civilians in   need  in  Gaza.  The Bureau underscores the irreplaceable role  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e3-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-implementation-of-legislation-against-united-nations-relief-and-works-agency-for-palestine-refugees-in-the-near
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6798fda61c041dcc469dade8/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-01-31.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6798fda61c041dcc469dade8/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2025-01-31.pdf
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of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA) in delivering life-saving assistance and stabilizing the ceasefire. 
The Committee Bureau strongly condemns Israel’s adoption of legislation banning 
UNRWA and stripping it of its privileges and immunities, obstructing its operations in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, in direct violation of the General 
Assembly mandate and resolution ES-10/25 recently adopted by the General Assembly 
by an overwhelming majority.  The Bureau calls on Israel, the occupying Power, to 
immediately suspend and reverse the implementation of this legislation that curtails 
UNRWA’s vital operations and will negatively impact delivery of essential services and 
assistance, including education and healthcare, to the Palestine refugees. 
Coming immediately after the Gaza ceasefire deal, Israel’s ban on UNRWA is a blatant 
move that will exacerbate Palestinian suffering — not with air strikes and bombs, but with 
deprivation, hunger and disease.  As affirmed by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
Advisory Opinion of July 2024, Israel, due to its status as an occupying Power, has no 
sovereignty in any part of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, 
where the UNRWA headquarters is located.  The UNRWA ban is as unlawful as the Israeli 
occupation itself, which must end, as determined by the ICJ and consecutive General 
Assembly resolution ES-10/24 of September 2024.  This unprecedented attack on an UN-
mandated agency deepens the suffering of millions of Palestine refugees, for whom 
UNRWA is a lifeline for survival.  The Agency’s operations are essential in all fields of 
operation, including to alleviating the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, restoring basic 
services and sustaining the ceasefire, and cannot be replaced. 
Israel’s actions violate the United Nations Charter, the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations, its obligations as the occupying Power under the fourth 
Geneva Convention and multiple General Assembly and Security Council 
resolutions. Such ongoing Israeli policies and measures will cripple humanitarian efforts, 
hinder Gaza’s recovery and destabilize the ceasefire, jeopardizing regional stability.  Israel 
must immediately cease all attacks on UNRWA and its humanitarian operations in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and cease all violations of 
international law and the human rights of the Palestinian people. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/gapal1477.doc.htm  
 

General Assembly Resolution ES-10/25, referred to above, can be read at 
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/ES-10/25  
 

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf  
 

General Assembly Resolution ES-10/24, referred to above, can be read at 
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/ES-10/24  
 
 

UNRWA 

Claims that hostages have been held in UNRWA premises are deeply disturbing and 
shocking 
… Claims that hostages have been held in UNRWA premises are deeply disturbing & 
shocking. We take any such allegations extremely seriously. 
We have repeatedly called for independent investigations into any credible claims of 
misuse & disregard of UN premises by Palestinian armed militants, including Hamas. 
UNRWA was forced to vacate all its installations in the north of Gaza Strip, including Gaza 
City, on 13 October 2023 & has, since then, had no control over them. 
The same happened whenever a military evacuation order was given during the last 15 
months in other locations of the Gaza Strip. 

 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/gapal1477.doc.htm
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/ES-10/25
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/ES-10/24
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UNRWA has not been involved in any negotiation related to hostage release as it is not 
within its mandate. 
I repeat our call for the immediate release & safe return of all hostages. 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/claims-hostages-have-been-held-
unrwa-premises-are-deeply-disturbing-and  
 
-------------------- 
 

UNRWA rejects assertion that West Bank installations are ‘terror hubs’ 
UNRWA refutes in the strongest terms the allegation that its facilities in the West Bank 
constitute ‘terror hubs’, an assertion made today by a spokesperson for the Israeli Defense 
Forces in relation to the Jenin Camp Health Centre. 
UNRWA has not been able to maintain full control of this facility since at least 17 
December. Israeli counterparts were informed accordingly. The occupation of the Health 
Centre by Palestinian armed actors was condemned on record by UNRWA on 20 
December, calling for them to vacate the premises.   
The weapons depicted in the Israeli Security Forces (ISF) video filmed inside the Health 
Centre are abandoned ordnance associated with these Palestinian armed actors. UNRWA 
has been unable to safely remove this ordnance owing to ongoing violent clashes in Jenin 
Camp. 
Almost without pause since early December 2024, Jenin Camp and the surrounding areas 
have been subject to large-scale, protracted operations by both Palestinian Security 
Forces and the ISF. … 
This presence of ISF personnel inside the Jenin Camp Health Centre is at least the fourth 
unauthorised entry by the ISF since October 2023. Unauthorised entry by any party into 
humanitarian installations constitutes a violation of the privileges and immunities of the 
United Nations. In previous instances, UNRWA has been able both to protest and inform 
of such entries through civil-military coordination channels, and to subsequently document 
any violations in full. 
Just this week, UNRWA has been forced to withdraw under protest all international staff in 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. The Agency is no longer able to maintain any 
contact with Israeli authorities under the terms of Knesset legislation implemented on 30 
January. … 
UNRWA rejects attempts at disinformation that undermine the critical work of the Agency 
in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. UNRWA is committed to staying and 
delivering humanitarian assistance for Palestine Refugees across the occupied 
Palestinian territories, and to upholding the humanitarian principles. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/news-releases/unrwa-rejects-assertion-west-bank-
installations-are-terror-hubs  
 
-------------------- 
 

Statement by the Bureau of the Advisory Commission on UNRWA 
… The  Bureau calls on the Government of Israel, as the occupying power in the occupied 
Palestinian territory (oPt), to suspend the implementation of the Israeli State legislation 
curtailing UNRWA’s operations in the oPt and to enter into a constructive dialogue with 
UNRWA to responsibly ensure the continuity of UNRWA operations in line with its 
mandate. 
If implemented, the legislation would severely impact the humanitarian response in Gaza, 
potentially jeopardize the ceasefire and could eventually undermine prospects for regional 
stability. … 
UNRWA has facilitated more than half of the entire emergency response in Gaza over the  
 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/claims-hostages-have-been-held-unrwa-premises-are-deeply-disturbing-and
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/claims-hostages-have-been-held-unrwa-premises-are-deeply-disturbing-and
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/news-releases/unrwa-rejects-assertion-west-bank-installations-are-terror-hubs
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/news-releases/unrwa-rejects-assertion-west-bank-installations-are-terror-hubs
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past 15 months and remains vital in the successful implementation of the ceasefire for the 
provision of humanitarian assistance and of education to the hundreds of thousands of 
children in Gaza and the 50.000 children in UNRWA schools in the West Bank, including 
East Jerusalem. No other entity or UN Agency currently has the capacity or infrastructure 
to replace UNRWA’s unique mandate and experience in delivering education, health 
services and relief and social services in the oPt. … 
 The Bureau is convinced that until a just and durable solution to the plight of Palestine 
Refugees is reached in accordance with international law and relevant UN Resolutions, 
UNRWA remains essential in all five fields of operations.   
The Bureau underlines the importance that UNRWA fully implements the 
recommendations of the Colonna Report and acknowledges the initial progress made on 
implementing the recommendations.  The Bureau requests the Agency to   prioritize and 
accelerate measures to enhance vetting of staff and ensuring neutrality of the Agency. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-bureau-advisory-
commission-unrwa  

 

The Colonna Report, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf   
 

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Elizabeth Tsurkov 

Mary Glindon (Labour) [26521] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, whether he has made representations to his Iraqi counterpart 
on the case of Elizabeth Tsurkov. 
Mary Glindon (Labour) [26524] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what diplomatic steps he is taking to help secure the release of 
Elizabeth Tsurkov. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK remains concerned over the kidnapping of Israeli-
Russian dual national Elizabeth Tsurkov. The Government of Iraq's investigation 
into her kidnapping is ongoing. Those suspected of criminal responsibility of her 
kidnapping should be brought to justice in fair trials. The Government has not had 
any discussion with the Government of Iraq regarding the kidnapping. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26521  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26524  
 

Muslim Brotherhood: Sanctions 
Nigel Farage (Reform UK) [23537] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether his Department is taking steps to 
ensure sanctions are taken against companies which have been sanctioned by other 
nations for links with the Muslim Brotherhood. 

Stephen Doughty: We keep all evidence and potential designations under close 
review. We will consider targets, guided by the objectives of the relevant 
sanctions regime and the evidence. It would not be appropriate to speculate about 
potential future sanctions designations as to do so could  reduce their   impact. We  

 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-bureau-advisory-commission-unrwa
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-bureau-advisory-commission-unrwa
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26521
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-27/26524
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coordinate sanctions activity with our allies to maximise collective impact where 
possible, but this does not mean we will always take identical and simultaneous 
action - our respective sanctions regimes sometimes differ, as do the strategic 
objectives they serve. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23537  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  
 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23537
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Public Bill Committee, Sixth Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/895ba091-38d0-4162-8f79-
40df9fae7e38/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SixthSitting) 

 

Public Bill Committee, Seventh Sitting 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/56a61c53-5594-4512-a121-
9751e571e0b1/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SeventhSitting)  

 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0203.pdf  

 
** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58227/documents/5801  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill   

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025) 
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/  
 
Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/895ba091-38d0-4162-8f79-40df9fae7e38/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SixthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/895ba091-38d0-4162-8f79-40df9fae7e38/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SixthSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/56a61c53-5594-4512-a121-9751e571e0b1/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SeventhSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-30/debates/56a61c53-5594-4512-a121-9751e571e0b1/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SeventhSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0203.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0203.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58227/documents/5801
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

