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Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill: Second Reading
... col 322 Lord Lexden (Conservative): ... It will be evident that my chief concern is the
damage that this Bill will do to small schools, which abound in the independent education
sector, as a result of a threefold financial assault being made on them at such speed. |
think of the 20,000 children who attend independent Muslim faith schools, charging pupils
on average £3,000 a year. | think of the 20,000 children at the United Kingdom’s 80
independent Jewish schools. Their representatives said last month that they “cannot
absorb the cumulative financial pressures”, adding that “it is likely we will see a significant
proportion”—of children—"being left without a school to attend. Many will be left with no
alternative but to be educated at home”. ...
col 334 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government (Baroness Taylor of Stevenage): ... The noble
Lord, Lord Lexden, also mentioned the impact on faith schools. Again, the Government
value parental choice but all children of compulsory school age are entitled to a state-
funded school place if they need one, and schools are required to follow the Equality Act
and requirements relating to British values. We expect them to foster and promote an
environment that encourages respect and tolerance of children and families of all faiths.
The Government have listened carefully to arguments on this matter and have decided
that a carve-out for faith schools cannot be justified. However, children can attend faith
schools and have their faith respected in the state sector. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-29/debates/6E51CF81-EE3D-46B0-9702-
6670A51A0314/Non-DomesticRating(MultipliersAndPrivateSchools)Bill
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Extremism Review
The Minister’s Answer to an Urgent Question in the House of Commons was read in
the Lords.

col 289 In our manifesto, the Government set out our commitment to redoubling efforts to
counter extremism, including online, to stop people being radicalised and drawn towards
hateful ideologies. ...

This work did not recommend an expansion in the definition of extremism, and there are
not and have never been any plans to do so. To be clear, the leaked documents were not
current or new Government policy.

As we have said repeatedly, Islamist extremism followed by far-right extremism are the
biggest threats we face. Last week, the Home Secretary set out our plans to carry out an
end-to-end review of Prevent thresholds on Islamist extremism, because we are
concerned that the number of referrals is too low. Ideology, particularly Islamist extremism
followed by far-right extremism, continues to be at the heart of our approach to countering
extremism and terrorism. ...

We will continue to drive work to counter the most significant extremist threats in the weeks
and months ahead, as the Home Secretary and the Prime Minister have already set out. ...

Lord Davies of Gower (Conservative): ... As the horrific attack in Southport has shown,
the evolving nature of threats requires us to remain vigilant. However, | urge caution
against diluting the focus of counterterrorism efforts. Islamists and far-right extremism
remain the most pressing dangers; shifting attention to behaviours devoid of clear
ideological intent risks overstretching our already pressured security services. Will the
Minister commit to retaining the changes to non-crime hate incidents made by the last
Government? Does he agree that the police should not be looking into matters or recording
personal data where there is no imminent risk of criminality? To do so would waste police
time and infringe freedom of speech.
col 290 The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Hanson of Flint): This Answer
arises because of the leak of a document. ... The leaked documents were not
current or new government policy.
... this Government have said, on a number of occasions to date, that there was a
review of non-recordable hate crime incidents where we have now asked the
National Police Chiefs’ Council to look at those incidents to try to ensure that we
reduce the use of non-crime hate incidents and focus on what should be the case
in relation to the original intention of non-crime hate incidents.
The noble Lord also mentioned the focus of the Answer and policy as being
extremism in relation to Islamist extremism and extreme right-wing neo-Nazi
extremism. | can assure him that that is the case. That is the Government’s main
focus. However, we have asked the interim Prevent commissioner, the noble Lord,
Lord Anderson of Ipswich, to review where we are with Prevent legislation in the
light of the incident—terrible that it was—in Southport. There is also a request on
the table for the independent reviewer of terrorism legislation to look at whether
terrorism legislation needs to be reviewed in the light of not just the recent incident
but others as a whole. ...
Lord Scriven (Liberal Democrat): ... One of the key issues to getting this right is proper,
early and deep engagement of the communities which will be affected across the length
of the country. What will the Government do to ensure that communities are deeply
engaged right from the outset of any review or strategies that are required, and that they
feel ownership of these, rather than that they were forced upon them?
Lord Hanson of Flint: ... Rather like policing generally, it is important that any
aspect of legislation or policy relating to prevention of terrorism, or understanding
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and taking action on extremism, has the support of the community for which it is
designed and which it serves. ...
col 291 The examinations of both Prevent and terrorism legislation are ongoing. At
the moment, the Government’s commitment is that the two main focuses of our
policy have to be extreme Islamist action and extreme neo-Nazi right-wing action.
Lord Godson (Conservative): ... In respect of the definition of extremism, both the
Minister’s colleagues, Mr Norris at the MHCLG and Mr Jarvis at the Home Office, have
given apparently contradictory statements—first on 21 January and, secondly, Mr Jarvis
on 28 January—on the disapplication of the previous Government's definition of
extremism, which Mr Norris said would be disapplied. Mr Jarvis, in an Answer to a Written
Question yesterday, stated that there were no plans to change the previous Government’s
definition of extremism policy. Can the Minister please shed some light on the matter?
Lord Hanson of Flint: ... There are no plans to change the definition of extremism,
which was set out by the previous Government in March 2024. It sets down three
points, which are: negating or destroying the fundamental rights and freedoms of
others; undermining, overturning or replacing UK systems of liberal parliamentary
democracy; or intentionally creating a permissive environment for others to achieve
the results in either of the first two points. That is the definition of extremism. It has
not changed, and was not going to be changed. ...
col 292 The Lord Bishop of Manchester: ... In your Lordships’ House next week, we will
begin Committee on the very important Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill. Would the
Minister agree that this is a time when we have to be absolutely clear what we mean by
terrorism, so that we in this House can give that Bill the clear, in-depth scrutiny it requires?
Lord Hanson of Flint: ... It is important that we have a definition of terrorism. It is
currently set down in legislation. The Government have asked again for a review of
that ... but there are no outcomes to it yet. Until it brings any outcomes, that is the
definition of terrorism in place for this legislation.
Baroness Hazarika (Labour): ... could the Minister look at the intersection of extremist
ideology, whether that is Islamist or far right, with other important issues, such as misogyny
and examples of mental health issues? ...
Lord Hanson of Flint: ... the two main threats are from Islamist terrorism or
extreme right-wing neo-Nazi terrorism, so that is where the focus of government
action is. We will still examine incidents on a case-by-case basis ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-29/debates/CO0AD797-BC95-44D8-8E2C-
9482A1CCBCEZ2/ExtremismReview

The Government’s extremism review, referred to above by Lord Hanson of Flint and others,
was leaked to Policy Exchange, which has published a summary and analysis at
https://policyexchange.orq.uk/wp-content/uploads/Extremely-Confused-The-
Governments-new-counter-extremism-review-revealed.pdf

Alex Norris’ comments referred to above by Lord Godson can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/2A568B5F-175D-4833-A8E9-
837C82F21102/CommunityEngagementPrinciplesAndExtremismDefinition#contribution-
1DF32BB4-0EDB-4E3F-9712-11EAEQ7D7190

The written answer from Dan Jarvis referred to above by Lord Godson is probably the
following, although it was issued on 22 not 29 January
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23875

The definition of extremism, referred to above by Lord Hanson of Flint, can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/new-definition-of-extremism-2024/new-
definition-of-extremism-2024
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Holocaust

House of Commons Oral Answers

Prime Minister’s Questions
Kemi Badenoch (Conservative): May | take this opportunity to solemnly commemorate
the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz? We remember the 6 million Jewish
men, women and children who were murdered. The Holocaust stands as a unique evil in
human history. ...
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-29/debates/40F24C5B-29D9-48C8-
BA88-DBC18CF1231D/Engagements#contribution-0B5A995D-A2B1-4D31-A0D5-
AA42F469B896

Prime Minister’s Questions

Ed Davey (Liberal Democrat): | take this opportunity to thank the Holocaust Memorial
Day Trust for all its work in commemorating the 80th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz, and to say what a privilege it was to meet Holocaust survivors at the Guildhall
event. ...

The Prime Minister: | join the right hon. Gentleman in his comments about the

Holocaust survivors that we met earlier this week. It was incredibly moving, as it

always is, and | was struck by the fact that there were so many in the gathering.

We are unlikely to see so many in one place like that again. We must never, ever

forget. ...
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-29/debates/40F24C5B-29D9-48C8-
BA88-DBC18CF 1231D/Engagements#contribution-3C443400-D0O0F-4363-84F9-
FO9998C44FFF
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Israel

See also Lords written answer HL4288 “BBC World Service: Arabic” that is included
in the Foreign Affairs section below.

House of Commons Written Answers

Israel Defense Forces
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [26300] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many
meetings his Department has had with Israel Defense Forces personnel since 5 July 2024;
who participated in those meetings; and when those meetings took place.
Luke Pollard: Israel is an important regional partner for the UK and we have a
broad relationship including on Defence. The Ministry of Defence routinely
conducts bilateral Defence engagement with the Israel Defense Forces, the
Palestinian Authority, and the US, as part of the concerted UK effort to reduce the
risk of escalation in the Middle East.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-24/26300

Oded Basyuk
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [26299] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether he
met General Oded Basyuk of the Israel Defense Forces in January 2025.
Luke Pollard: No.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-24/26299
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Oded Basyuk
Brian Leishman (Labour) [26214] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, which
officials attended meetings with Israeli Major General Oded Basyuk on 22 January 2025;
and for what reason.
Luke Pollard: As part of the concerted UK effort to reduce the risk of escalation in
the Middle East and to achieve a peaceful resolution in Gaza and Lebanon, the
Ministry of Defence (MOD) hosted counterparts from Israel on 22 January, led by
Major General Basyuk. UK attendees included officials from the MOD, FCDO and
Cabinet Office, and discussions included UK calls to implement all phases of the
Gaza ceasefire deal in full and establish a pathway to lasting peace and security
for the region.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26214

Israel: Palestinians
Colum Eastwood (SDLP) [26092] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his
Israeli counterpart on the (a) conditions and (b) treatment of Palestinian (i) prisoners, (ii)
abductees and (iii) detainees.
Hamish Falconer: Since taking office, the Foreign Secretary has visited Israel and
the OPTs three times and continues to speak regularly with his Israeli counterpart.
During these interactions, the Foreign Secretary has raised the UK's deep concerns
about reports of the mistreatment of detainees. We continue to reiterate calls for
Israel to allow the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) unfettered and
immediate access to detention facilities.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26092

Occupied Territories: UNRWA
Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat) [26257] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to ensure
the continuity of UNRWA's operations in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Hamish Falconer: Israeli legislation means United Nations Relief and Work
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) faces a cliff edge in its
ability to support Palestinian refugees across the West Bank and Gaza. We remain
opposed to the legislation, and unequivocally reject attempts to undermine or
degrade UNRWA. UNRWA plays a vital role in delivering humanitarian assistance
in Gaza and enabling the broader international response through its logistics and
distribution network. It is also of huge concern that implementation will come just
10 days after the ceasefire began. The Foreign Secretary raised this on 13 January
with Foreign Minister Sa'ar, during his visit to the region. | also met with UNRWA
leadership and reiterated UK support. | reiterated our position at a UN Security
Council session on 20 January. The Foreign Secretary's Representative for
Humanitarian Affairs in the Occupied Palestinian Territories also raised this with
the Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs on 23 January.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26257

The Minister’s speech to the Security Council referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/government/speeches/we-urge-israel-not-to-endanger-unrwas-ability-
to-operate-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

House of Commons Library Briefing

Iran in 2025: How strong does it remain in the Middle East?
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/iran-in-2025-how-strong-does-it-remain-in-the-middle-east/
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Cabinet Office

Humanitarian Medal - Morocco, Libya and Gaza (HTML)
On 30 January 2025, the Government announced that His Majesty has approved the first
three eligible responses for the Humanitarian Medal which will be awarded to eligible
individuals who assisted with His Majesty’s Government’s response to:

¢ the earthquake in Morocco in September 2023;

¢ the flooding in Libya in September 2023 and

¢ the ongoing conflict in Gaza. ...

Gaza (Ongoing)

e Since the 7 October 2023 Hamas attack on Israel and the ensuing conflict, the
humanitarian situation in Gaza has been extreme. The population faces the risk of
famine and access to essential services — safe drinking water, shelter, healthcare
— is minimal. Aid workers have been working under some of the most dangerous
and challenging environments ever seen by humanitarians, many of whom have
provided integral front-line service to the affected Gazan population. The Gaza
conflict has been the deadliest in history for UN and humanitarian staff.

HMG have worked with a range of organisations to deliver lifesaving aid for a huge
number of Gazans in the most desperate need.UK Med, for example, has treated
over 250,000 sick and wounded people by operating field hospitals and emergency
facilities in existing hospitals. Overall, the UK has now announced £112 million for
the OPTs this financial year, including £41m for UNRWA, providing vital services to
civilians in Gaza, the West Bank, and Palestinians across the region delivered
through partner agencies.

Eligibility criteria:

Those who took part in an HMG response since 7 October 2023 within the Gaza Strip,

Jerusalem, Ramallah, East Jerusalem, Egypt, Jordan, Cyprus and maritime personnel

operating in the Eastern Mediterranean. with a minimum service of 14 days.

To read the full press release see

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-humanitarian-medal/humanitarian-

medal-morocco-libya-and-gaza-html

Scottish Government Fol Release

United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) correspondence
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202400445616/

and

https://tinyurl.com/mryd6wra

BBC World Service: Arabic
Lord Blunkett (Labour) [HL4288] To ask His Majesty's Government what plans they have
to support the BBC World Service to reopen their Arabic language provision.
Baroness Chapman of Darlington: The BBC Arabic language service continues
to operate. Through its digital and TV services it reaches an audience of 35 million
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across the Middle East and North Africa. The emergency radio service for Gaza

reaches approximately 700,000 people a week.

The BBC are operationally and editorially independent and decide the most

appropriate way to deliver the World Service, therefore the closure of BBC Arabic

radio service in 2023 was a decision for them.

The Government is providing a funding uplift of £32.6 million in 2025/26 to ensure

the World Service continues operating in all 42 languages.

Future Government funding for the World Service will be determined through the

Spending Review process.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/h14288
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Relevant Legislation * new or updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

** Non-Domestic Rating (Multipliers and Private Schools) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3887

Second Reading, House of Lords
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-29/debates/6E51CF81-EE3D-46B0-9702-
6670A51A0314/Non-DomesticRating(MultipliersAndPrivateSchools)Bill

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Public Bill Committee, Fourth Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-29/debates/e312a49d-363b-4b34-a993-
d5e004c99200/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(FourthSitting)

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults day pbc 0130.pdf

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

** Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill

Letter from the Finance and Public Administration Committee to the Health, Social Care and
Sport Committee
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/committees/health-social-care-and-sport-
committee/correspondence/2025/letter-from-the-convener-of-the-finance-and-public-
administration-committee-to-the-hscs-convener-in.pdf
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Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes tomorrow

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
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Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
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