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Extremism Review
col 1565 Chris Philip (Conservative): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department if she will make a statement on the Government’s extremism review reported
on today.
The Minister for Security (Dan Jarvis): In our manifesto, the Government set out
our commitment to redoubling efforts to counter extremism, including online, to stop
people being radicalised and drawn towards hateful ideologies. A number of
strands of activity have been established to progress this work, which, among other
things, have led to the appointment of an interim Prevent commissioner, Lord
Anderson, to drive improvements. ...
This work did not recommend an expansion in the definition of extremism, and there
are not and have never been any plans to do so. To be clear, the leaked documents
were not current or new Government policy.
As we have said repeatedly, Islamist extremism followed by far-right extremism are
the biggest threats we face. Last week, the Home Secretary set out our plans to
carry out an end-to-end review of Prevent thresholds on Islamist extremism,
because we are concerned that the number of referrals is too low. Ideology,
particularly Islamist extremism followed by far-right extremism, continues to be at
the heart of our approach to countering extremism and terrorism.
But, as the horrific Southport attack shows, we also need more action on those
drawn towards mixed ideologies and violence-obsessed young people. ...
We will continue to drive work to counter the most significant extremist threats in
the weeks and months ahead, as the Home Secretary and the Prime Minister have
already set out. ...
Chris Philip: Yesterday evening, Policy Exchange put into the public domain the Home
Secretary’s review into extremism, or at least a version of it. It contained some deeply
concerning proposals ...
The report apparently says that the definition of extremism, for the purposes of Prevent
and other programmes, could be extended to include the spreading of misinformation, the


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

so-called online “manosphere” and misogyny. First, does the Minister agree with Prevent
reviewer William Shawcross that we need to focus the attention of Prevent and counter-
terrorism policing on those with extremist ideologies and not risk diluting attention with
these much wider issues? ... Does the Minister agree that combating Islamist terrorism is
more important than policing the manosphere? ...
col 156 Secondly, will the Minister commit to retaining the changes to non-crime hate
incidents made by the last Government? Police should not be looking into matters or
recording personal data where there is no imminent risk of criminality. To do so would
waste police time and infringe freedom of speech. ...
Finally, the report the Home Secretary commissioned repeats the Prime Minister's
previous smear that campaigning against rape gangs, which we now know consist of
Pakistani-heritage perpetrators, is far-right. The report also says that commenting on
elements of policing policy is extremist and far-right. That is nonsense. ...
Dan Jarvis: ... The work, as | understand it—because it is not entirely clear which
version of the report was leaked—did not recommend an expansion in the definition
of extremism, and as | said to the House earlier, there are not nor will there be any
plans to do so.
... this Government have implemented all but one of the recommendations in the
Shawcross review. ... the Home Secretary has been very clear ... a consistent and
common-sense approach must be taken with regard to non-hate crime incidents. ...
col 157 Clive Efford (Labour): The shadow Home Secretary seems to have come here
to ask questions about a document that is not Government policy and to stand there
making indignant statements about issues that are not Government policy either. Does my
hon. Friend not think that we should be taking a much more level-headed approach ...
Dan Jarvis: ... | entirely agree ...
Lisa Smart (Liberal Democrat): There is no place for extremism or hatred of any form in
our society. It is right that the Government work with communities to stamp that out ...
From what we have heard about the extremism review report, it does not bring the right
answers forward and risks being counterproductive. ...
Dan Jarvis: ... there is no place for extremism in our society. This Government will
work across party, across Government, and use all available levers to ensure that
we have the right resources in the right place to tackle what is an increasingly
challenging threat. ...
Chris Murray (Labour): ... Does the Minister agree that the correct way to deal with
extremism is to focus on what drives it? ...
col 1568 Dan Jarvis: My hon. Friend raises an important matter. ...
James Cleverly (Conservative): In the early years of Margaret Thatcher's Government,
Lord Scarman was commissioned to write a report on what were—they did not use this
phrase at the time—concerns among the black community about two-tier policing. In
response to those concerns, the police listened, changed their procedures, and engaged
in consultative work with those communities, so why is it that when communities complain
about two-tier policing under this Government, they are branded far-right extremists?
Dan Jarvis: ... those who seek to progress a narrative of two-tier policing do no
favours to our police forces. All they seek to do is make it more difficult for those
extraordinary men and women who step forward to serve in our police force to do
a very important job. ...
col 159 Richard Tice (Reform): ... The truth is that it has come out and all the
recommendations have basically been immediately written off by the Home Secretary. ...
Dan Jarvis: ... Secretaries of State will routinely commission advice from civil
servants. Some of the recommendations of that advice will be accepted and
agreed; some will not, but it is routine practice in government to ask civil servants
to look very closely at particular issues. ...
Oliver Ryan (Labour Co-op): ... the only real question that the Security Minister needs to



answer is what action the Government are taking to ensure this kind of disgraceful,
politically motivated leak to a former Tory adviser cannot happen again, especially on
issues of national security. ...
Dan Jarvis: ... It is standard procedure in circumstances such as these that the
Cabinet Secretary orders a leak inquiry, and that would be the right way to proceed
under these circumstances. ...
col 160 Caroline Voaden (Liberal Democrat): The horrendous events in Southport show
that people who do not fit the profile of Islamist or far-right extremism can still present
serious risk. ...
Dan Jarvis: ... [Caroline Voaden] makes an incredibly important point ...
Rachel Taylor (Labour): ... there are serious issues here, including around how we
respond to the rising level of youth violence and extremism and the increasing availability
of online material that fuels that obsession with violence and death. ...
col 161 Dan Jarvis: ... there has been a troubling rise in the number of cases
involving youth men, boys and teenagers who are being drawn into extremism. ...
that includes a range of different areas, including Islamist and far-right extremism,
but also there is a particularly concerning rise in those drawn into what is referred
to as mixed and confused ideology, and those young men and boys who have an
obsession with violence. This threat is not unique to the United Kingdom; it is being
experienced internationally, but | assure her that the intelligence services and our
law enforcement partners are working with Government at pace, along with our
international partners, to look at what more we can do in this particular area.
Bernard Jenkin (Conservative): ... does that document not demonstrate that a large
body of opinion has completely lost its way on how we deal with extremism and terrorist
threats? | urge him to encourage the Department to return to what Prevent is intended to
achieve and not get distracted by all this political correctness, given that most of the
country have no idea what a “non-hate crime incident” is. ...
Dan Jarvis: ... Fundamentally, this must be about the threat. We will leave no stone
unturned to ensure that we have the appropriate level of resource in the right place
at the right time, so that the ever-evolving and complex nature of the threat we
face—both in the United Kingdom and abroad—is appropriately addressed by our
law enforcement agencies. ...
Mark Ferguson (Labour): ... Clearly, we are living in a time of rising and worrying
extremism... Members on all sides of this House should be working together to deal with
extremism, rather than playing political games ...
col 162 Dan Jarvis: ... | give my hon. Friend and the House an absolute assurance
of the seriousness with which we take these matters. ...
Pete Wishart (SNP): We have to tread very carefully when we enter into this territory. The
leaking of this report has already raised alarm bells with a number of different groups, and
has given the right another opportunity to spread division and further disinformation. What
reassurances can the Minister give campaign groups, environmentalists and those who
have taken up campaigns that they will not be included when he finally brings forward his
plans in the future?
Dan Jarvis: ... this Government will always approach these matters in a level-
headed and consensual way. ...
Desmond Swayne (Conservative): The repudiation of the contents of this report is a step
back from thought crime, but the danger remains of two steps towards it. Is it not
outrageous when individuals are harassed by the police when they have not broken the
law?
col 163 Dan Jarvis: ... the police should and will be guided by the law. ...
John Slinger (Labour): It seems that advice to Ministers on national security issues has
been leaked to a former Tory special adviser, and as a result of that leak the Security
Minister has been summoned to the Chamber to answer questions, even though the leak



does not represent Government policy and the Minister has made it clear that the advice
has been rejected. Does he agree that this sets a dangerous precedent and may
encourage more disgruntled individuals to commit politically motivated leaks ... which can
only undermine our national security and, indeed, our democracy in the future?
Dan Jarvis: ... on this particular occasion—as | think | have also been crystal clear
about—this leak is about something that does not represent Government policy.
Igbal Mohamed (Independent): There is no place for extremism in our society or country,
from anyone. Prevent unfairly associates certain ethnic minorities and religious groups
with extremism, and the programme’s vague definition of extremism has led to inconsistent
implementation, with concerns about overreach. What steps are the Government taking to
address the discrimination and failings in the Prevent programme and make it impartial
and effective, to prevent extremism and violence across all of society?
Dan Jarvis: The hon. Member is right to say that there is no place for extremism in
this country—of course that is the case—but | do not agree with his characterisation
of the Prevent programme. ...
Mark Pritchard (Conservative): When tackling extremism—whether violent or non-
violent—is the Security Minister satisfied that the current division of labour between
counter-terrorism policing and the security service is understood well enough by those two
organisations, and is delivering and working well?
Dan Jarvis: ... | am happy to give him that assurance ...
col 164 Lee Anderson (Reform): If the Security Minister thinks that there is not two-tier
policing in this country, then quite frankly, he needs to get out more. This report states that
anybody who calls out two-tier policing is a far-right extremist and that grooming and rape
gangs are an “alleged” problem. Does the Minister agree?
Dan Jarvis: ... the police do an incredibly difficult job, and while the hon. Member
might think that | need to get out a bit more, perhaps he might consider spending a
bit of time with police officers on the beat in his constituency and in his area. ...
Andrew Murrison (Conservative): ... reports do not leak themselves. Why does he think
that whoever leaked this does not agree with him that there is “Nothing to see here”?
Dan Jarvis: ... it is standard procedure in circumstances such as this for the
Cabinet Office to initiate a leak inquiry. | think that would be the right course of
action under these circumstances ...
Jeremy Corbym (Independent): In drawing up a policy, the Minister needs to consult with
representatives of all communities, particularly those suffering the worst attacks by the far
right in Britain, so can he assure us that he will be meeting the Muslim Council of Britain
and other Muslim organisations, and that the policy of non-co-operation with the MCB has
been brought to an end, despite statements by his office that there was no plan to do so?
Dan Jarvis: ... the Government have a responsibility to consult with all
communities. ... On his specific point about liaison, there is not a change to the
Government policy with regard to that.
Bradley Thomas (Conservative): Can the Minister explain why the review appears to
focus on the symptoms of extremism rather than its underlying root causes? ...
col 165 Dan Jarvis: ... The Home Secretary and | will use every tool and every
lever at our disposal to ensure we keep the public safe. ...
Jim Allister (TUV): | trust the Minister will agree that terrorism in all its forms is always
deserving only of punishment and repudiation, never of glorification, particularly by political
leaders. Does he therefore agree that it is beyond reprehensible that the First Minister of
Northern Ireland, Michelle O’Neill, continues to attend IRA celebrations of the actions of
IRA terrorists? ...
Dan Jarvis: ... | do not think that it would be appropriate for me to delve into matters
in Northern Ireland in the context of this response. But his remarks at the beginning
of his question about there never being an excuse or justification for terrorism are
a point of consensus around which we can all unite.



Nick Timothy (Conservative): The Security Minister recently told me that it remains
Government policy not to engage with the Muslim Council of Britain. Last week, the
Minister for Social Security and Disability attended the MCB annual leadership dinner. Did
that Minister breach Government policy, or is engagement with the MCB now tolerated
after all?
col 166 Dan Jarvis: ... The hon. Member asked me previously about engagement
with the Home Secretary and Home Office Ministers. | clearly cannot account from
the Dispatch Box for other Ministers’ activities. However, | am happy to look at the
circumstances he has raised. | am happy to confirm to him that Government policy
has not changed ...
Shockat Adam (Independent): Extreme misogyny associated with far-right ideology is a
major factor in extremism. ... Does the Minister agree that our obsession with focusing
solely on Islamism has left repeated Governments blindsided to real threats facing us from
elsewhere?
Dan Jarvis: ... extreme misogyny is, frankly, a disgusting blight on our country. ...
It is a big priority for the Government ...
Jim Shannon (DUP): ... | have great concerns that the revival of non-crime hate incidents
will mean more work for our overstretched police forces, and that it will mean getting
involved in a war on offensive words, rather than the war on drugs, the war on terrorism or
the war on violence against women and children. Will the revival of non-crime hate
incidents come with a substantial increase in police funding, and if so, where will that come
from?
Dan Jarvis: ... the Home Secretary has been clear that a consistent and common-
sense approach must be taken to non-crime hate incidents. The Government have
been crystal clear that our top priority for policing is delivering on our safer streets
mission.
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/839E359D-887F-4693-
A0C1-37215382E64C/ExtremismReview

The Government’s extremism review, referred to above by Chris Philp and others, has not
been formally published. It was, however, leaked to Policy Exchange, which has published
a summary and analysis at
https://policyexchange.orq.uk/wp-content/uploads/Extremely-Confused-The-
Governments-new-counter-extremism-review-revealed.pdf

The Home Secretary’s announcement of an end-to-end review of Prevent thresholds on
Islamist terrorism, referred to above by Dan Jarvis, can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/70A99479-E1AB-4D28-AC21-
024A77A05D3E/SouthportAttack#contribution-F0533068-A66F-453E-8AD0-10AE361943D7

The Shawcross Review, referred to above by Dan Jarvis, can be read at
https://assets.publishing.service.qov.uk/media/63e26968d3bf7f17385a3421/Independent
Review of Prevent.pdf

Death Certificates
Freddie van Mierlo (Liberal Democrat) [25565] To ask the Secretary of State for the
Home Department, what assessment she has made of the adequacy of provisions for
registration of deaths to ensure that (a) bereaved people are able to meet the requirement
to notify a death within five days of the statutory relevant date and (b) the burden on the
recently bereaved is minimised as far as possible.
Seema Malhotra: Since the implementation of the death certification reforms in
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September 2024, the 5-day statutory time period for an informant to register a death
commences when the registrar receives a completed Medical Certificate of Cause
of Death (MCCD) from a Medical Examiner, or notification from a Coroner.
Monitoring by the General Register Office for England and Wales confirms that
current appointment availability for the bereaved with registrars in Local Authorities
to be available to register deaths is adequate, but the Government is continuing to
work towards the electronic registration of deaths to minimise the burden on
bereaved family members at a difficult time, as set out by the Secretary of State for
Science, Innovation and Technology.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25565

Information about the death certification reforms referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/publications/changes-to-the-death-certification-
process/an-overview-of-the-death-certification-reforms

TOP

Holocaust

European Parliament

Holocaust Remembrance Day: a story dedicated to its six million victims

. President Roberta Metsola opened the ceremony, which also marked the 80th
anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp on 27 January.
“We can never forget, and we must act. Ours is the last generation to have the privilege of
knowing Holocaust survivors, and hearing their stories first-hand. Their voices, their
courage, their memories are a bridge to a past that must never be forgotten. ...
In her address Corrie Hermann shared the story of how her father, Hungarian composer
and cellist Pal Hermann, considered as one of the finest cellists of his time, was murdered
by the Nazis in 1944. “This story about one Holocaust victim is dedicated to every one of
the six million victims whom we deplore today”, she said.
Ms Hermann recounted her father’s life as a musician, from his education at the Franz
Liszt Academy in Budapest to performing on Europe’s most prestigious stages. After
fleeing to Belgium and France, he was arrested in Toulouse in a street raid in April 1944,
and transported to Drancy the camp near Paris from where the transports for the
concentration camps departed. From there he was deported to the Kaunas concentration
camp in Lithuania. While the train was waiting at the station, he managed to throw a note
from the train, asking for his Gagliano cello to be saved. The note was found and sent to
his brother-in-law, who replaced the Gagliano with a lesser instrument and escaped with
the cello strapped to his back. “We don’t know what happened next, but only a handful of
the 900 prisoners returned after the war,” she recalled. ...
Over 80 years after his death, his Gagliano cello was rediscovered and his compositions
have been performed by renowned international artists. “Hitler burned books, destroyed
paintings, and murdered millions; but music is invincible,” Corrie Hermann said. ...
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/202501231PR26445/holocaust-
remembrance-day-a-story-dedicated-to-its-six-million-victims

We will always remember — President Metsola’s speech
... Today, we remember the six million Jewish men, women and children who were
murdered by Nazi Germany. Six million lives extinguished in a deliberate, organised, and
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state-sponsored genocide of the Jews of Europe.

They were gassed, shot, starved. Murdered in ghettos, herded into cattle cars, buried in
mass graves, killed in labour camps and in death camps designed solely to annihilate.
Entire communities wiped out. Entire families slaughtered. Entire generations stolen. But
even that horror did not wipe out the hope of the Jewish people.

We remember, too, all those Roma and Sinti communities, and countless others
slaughtered because of their faith, ethnicity, sexual orientation, disability or political
opinions. ...

In the words of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, the question is not “Where was God?” but
“Where was man? Where was humanity?”

The Holocaust did not happen overnight. The dehumanisation of the Jews of Europe began
long before Auschwitz. It began with words. With propaganda that vilified Jews as
“‘dangerous” and “alien”. It began with exclusion, humiliation, and the systematic stripping
away of dignity. By the time the Final Solution was set in motion, the path had already
been paved by indifference and hate.

That is why we can never forget, and why we must act. Ours is the last generation to have
the privilege of knowing Holocaust survivors, and hearing their stories first-hand. Their
voices, their courage, their memories are a bridge to a past that must never be forgotten.
Because even after the horrors of the Holocaust, antisemitism did not disappear. It
persisted.

Today, antisemitism is on the rise again - in Europe, across the world, and online. Myths,
lies and conspiracy theories, centuries-old stereotypes dressed in new rhetoric, are
spreading like wildfire on social media, in our schools and workplaces, in politics, and in
the media.

The consequences are terrifyingly real. Anti-dJewish hate crimes in Europe have surged by
400%. Many are forced to hide their religion in public.

Elie Wiesel once warned us: “If we forget, we are guilty. If we forget them, they will be killed
a second time. And this time, it will be our responsibility.” Memory is a duty. A responsibility
to ensure that “never again” is not an empty promise. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://the-president.europarl.europa.eu/home/ep-newsroom/pageContent-
area/actualites/we-will-always-remember-parliament-honours-the-victims-of-the-
holocaust.html

TOP

Israel

House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A

Gaza: Humanitarian Situation

col 185 The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): ... This is a fragile ceasefire,
but it brings much-needed hope for Israeli and Palestinian people. ... | thank Qatar, Egypt
and the US for their tireless efforts, and echo the Prime Minister in wishing Emily Damari
and the other former hostages well as they begin to recover from their horrific ordeals. We
continue to call for the immediate release of all those still waiting to be reunited with their
loved ones, including the remaining hostages with links to the UK.

Civilians in Gaza have endured suffering that defies belief, and this deal brings hope that
they can start to rebuild their lives. In the days since the guns were silenced, Israel has
opened up mechanisms to surge in aid. The UN and aid organisations have been working
tirelessly to deliver the humanitarian aims of the ceasefire agreement. After so much time
waiting at the border ... trucks are now streaming in. Partners on the ground report that
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more than 200,000 food parcels have been dispatched to more than 130 distribution points
since the ceasefire. ...

UK support will be distributed to the UN and key medical partners, so that tens of
thousands of civilians receive the healthcare, food and shelter that they need. That support
will amount to £17 million to get more aid into Gaza and restore services. The figure also
includes £2 million for the World Bank to support the construction and restoration of critical
water and energy infrastructure. ... Today’s uplift brings our commitment for the Occupied
Palestinian Territories and Palestinian refugees in the region to £129 million this financial
year.

| am also pleased to announce that, this morning, Jordanian air force helicopters started
landing in Gaza with UK-funded medical supplies and logistical support from UK armed
forces. ... However, more action is needed. The air bridge to Gaza is no substitute for road
routes, which must remain open. We also call on Israel to allow in more essential items
such as tents, mattresses and medical equipment. As people start to move home, basic
services need to be put back in place, and unexploded bombs and mines cleared. Without
that, even more lives will be lost—and, of course, the UN and humanitarian agencies must
be able to operate freely.

col 186 The Government have repeatedly stated the need for UNRWA to continue its
lifesaving assistance to the people of Gaza, Jerusalem and the west bank. The Knesset
legislation taking effect on 30 January risks impeding the progress made since the
ceasefire; Israel must allow the agency to continue to operate. The legislation does not
and cannot change the fact that Israel has a responsibility under international law to
facilitate humanitarian assistance. As the UN Security Council heard last week, 1 million
Gazan children need support to process their traumatic experiences—their suffering
cannot be understated—and about 15,500 patients need medical evacuation, according
to the World Health Organisation. ...

The UK and the wider international community stand ready to support Palestinians as they
begin to rebuild their lives, their homes and their communities. We are under no illusions
about the scale of the challenge ahead. The overwhelming majority of homes in Gaza are
damaged or destroyed, the economy has collapsed, and basic services, including energy
and water, have been knocked out. ... The Palestinian Authority has a crucial role to play,
and we are providing technical and financial assistance to the authority, including
assistance to support the urgent recovery of basic services.

The UK has always been clear about the fact that this ceasefire is just the first step. We
must build confidence on all sides to help sustain it, progress through all its phases, and
turn it into a lasting peace that assures the security of Israelis and Palestinians alike. ...

Priti Patel (Conservative): Since the savage terrorist attacks of 7 October 2023, all of us
in this House have called for the release of all hostages held by Hamas as the only way of
reaching a sustainable end to this abhorrent conflict, and to alleviate the enormous scale
of the humanitarian suffering. We now feel both the anxiety and the hope of the families
who have waited, anticipating the release of the remarkably brave women hostages who
have been returned thus far under the ceasefire agreement, including, of course, the
British-Israeli hostage Emily Damari. ... We did, very sadly, learn yesterday that eight
hostages would not be returning home alive, having been killed at the hands of Hamas. ...
col 187 We all saw on our television screens yesterday the scenes of thousands of Gazans
returning to the north, where, as we recognise, the situation is extremely difficult. Can the
Minister give a breakdown of the volume and type of aid that the UK is sending, and how
its impact will be measured? ...

The Minister rightly referred to UNRWA. While no one can doubt the size of its distribution
network, we cannot ignore the problems within the organisation. It is in no one’s interests
to pretend that they have not happened. We know the facts: UNRWA staff and institutions
have been infiltrated by Hamas, and there have been shocking allegations of UNRWA staff
involvement in the 7 October attacks. Following the United Nations’ internal investigations




and the subsequent sackings, the Colonna report and reforms need to be implemented in
full. Is the Minister overseeing that in order to give our public, as well as donor countries,
more confidence in UNRWA and the efficacy of its progress on the vetting of its personnel,
and on procedures to protect the neutrality of its operations and facilities? Will she share
with the House the evidence of the work that has taken place? ... What measures are in
place to ensure that every penny of British taxpayers’ money is going to those most in
need and not being abused by Hamas? ...
On the future governance of Gaza, | have said that | would like to hear more about the
Government’s day one plan. The Foreign Secretary previously told the House: “There
cannot be a role for Hamas.—[Official Report, 16 January 2025; Vol. 760, c. 516.] | echo
those words, but the sickening sight of Hamas gunmen parading around hostages just last
weekend caused great alarm. What steps are being taken to end the reign of terror that
Hamas have unleashed?
col 188 The Minister mentioned the Palestinian Authority. If they are to assume
responsibility in Gaza, what action will be taken to ensure that they are reforming? They
must make serious, measurable and tangible reforms on education, welfare policy and
democracy.
Finally, everyone in the House knows that the root cause of so much suffering in the middle
east is Tehran and the Iranian regime. Could the Minister speak about the efforts this
Government are making to work with the international community on a robust strategy
towards the Iranian regime?

Anneliese Dodds: ... | agree ... about the savagery of the 7 October attacks and

the suffering that has been undergone by the families of the hostages. ...

The right hon. Lady asked whether we are confident that aid will get to where it is

needed. Yes, we are. Much of the contribution we have announced today is going

from the crisis reserve into the pool arrangement, which is a system designed to

ensure that support is going directly into shelter, food and medical supplies. ...

. when the UK resumed its support for UNRWA, we were very clear that the
findings from the Colonna report had to be implemented. In fact, £1 million of the
£21 million that we provided to UNRWA at that point was earmarked to support that
reform programme. | have discussed this directly with the head of UNRWA, and |
know that my colleagues have done so repeatedly. | have also discussed it with
UNRWA staff in the region, and | saw for myself that work, particularly around
neutrality, when | was in the west bank, so | can assure the right hon. Lady of the
UK Government’s commitment in that regard. ...

The right hon. Lady asked about reconstruction ... We have been working with the
international community and having many discussions with partners bilaterally
about this. Of course, the most important thing is for the ceasefire to hold ...
col 189 We have also been having those discussions intensely with the Palestinian
Authority. The right hon. Lady will be aware that Sir Michael Barber, who has
incredible expertise, has been supported by the UK Government to work with the
PA. ...
Finally, the right hon. Lady asked me to underline the UK Government’s position
that there will be no role for Hamas. Absolutely, | will do that again from the Dispatch
Box, and the Foreign Secretary has made that very clear indeed.
Debbie Abrahams (Labour): ... Could [the Minister] expand on the technical and financial
assistance that the UK is providing to the Palestinian Authority? ... what interventions have
the Government made about the imminent closure of the UNRWA warehouse on the west
bank?
Anneliese Dodds: ... First, in terms of how the UK is working with the Palestinian
Authority on these issues, that support has included financial assistance around
the reform programme but also the direct technical support around the reform
programme that is necessary. Substantial reform is needed. There is a clear plan



https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-4DB804F4-34B9-4AAC-ACD9-25676829F021

that has been driven by the Palestinian Authority, but we are determined to provide
that technical support, and we have been doing so.
The issue of unexploded ordnance is of huge concern, particularly as we see people
coming back to their homes, because there is a great danger that, in doing so, they
will be impacted. There is a need for education and awareness raising around this,
but there is also a need to remove that materiel ...
We are very clear, as we have been before, that UNRWA must have a key role in
delivering humanitarian support and health and education services to Palestinians,
whether that is in Gaza, the west bank or the wider region. ...
Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): ... | want to denounce statements made suggesting
that Palestinians should be forcibly displaced from their homes to other regions in the
middle east. The only clearing out that should be taking place is of the unexploded
ordnance across Gaza, where UN de-mining experts estimate that 5% to 10% of all
ordnance is unexploded.
col 190 What support are the UK Government providing for the safe de-mining of the region
and for the unaccompanied children, of whom there are estimated to be 17,0007
Israeli legislation ceasing UNRWA'’s operations is due to take effect this Thursday, posing
a huge risk to the humanitarian response and the delivery of education and primary
healthcare. Dismantling UNRWA now, outside a political process, will undermine the
ceasefire agreement, sabotage Gaza's recovery and weaken the international
humanitarian response. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... The hon. Lady’s point about displacement is well made. The
UK position is very clear: the UK believes that international humanitarian law must
be held to and that it must be feasible and, indeed, a reality that Gazans are able
to return to their homes, including in northern Gaza. ...
As | said, it is really important that those areas are safe for people to come back to.
| spoke with some specialists in this area last week. | know how meticulous and
difficult the work of removing unexploded ordnance is. The UK is actively engaged
with experts and considering what role we might be able to play, but above all, we
are ensuring that there is a co-ordinated approach ...
Unfortunately, we have seen the pressure on children’s health coming through. The
UK was heavily involved in seeking to deal with polio through the vaccination
campaign, and we will continue to ensure that we do what we can to support
children, particularly following the trauma that they have experienced.
Finally, on the issue of UNRWA, the hon. Lady is absolutely right: the deadline is
coming up speedily and is in two days’ time. The UK Government remain absolutely
committed to our position that no other organisation can operate at the scale or
depth of UNRWA. It is absolutely essential for providing both direct humanitarian
supplies and health and education services to Palestinians, and we will continue to
make that very clear, as we have done repeatedly, to our Israeli counterparts,
multilaterally and to our other partners as well.
Laura Kyrke-Smith (Labour): ... 60% of the food that has entered Gaza during the
ceasefire has been delivered through UNRWA, which plays a vital lifesaving and stabilising
role in the west bank by providing education to 50,000 Palestinian children, as well as
healthcare, clean water and rubbish collection. What reassurances has the Minister had
from Israel that if UNRWA can no longer operate, there is a viable and humane alternative
way of getting support to the Palestinians?
col 191 Anneliese Dodds: ... The UK Government are very clear that UNRWA
underpins the entire humanitarian response in Gaza. It has a vital role in delivering
the uplift in humanitarian assistance that we need to see following the ceasefire
and, as she rightly mentioned, education and health services. We are opposed to
the Knesset legislation that was previously passed, and we call on Israel to work
urgently with international partners, including the UN, so that there is no disruption
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to this vital work.
Andrew Mitchell (Conservative): ... In a week when we have seen the 80th anniversary
of the liberation of Auschwitz and the release of terrified young hostages, does she agree
that it is deeply depressing that antisemitism is alive and well, and often expressed through
hatred of Israel?
Anneliese Dodds: ... On the issue of antisemitism, in this week of all weeks, we
must redouble all our efforts to ensure that we never forget the horrors of the
Holocaust, and that we always resolve to combat any form of prejudice and
discrimination, including antisemitism.
John McDonnell (Independent): ... Gaza could easily be destabilised by what is
happening in the west bank, particularly the invasion of the Tulkarm refugee camp in the
last few days and the killing of further Palestinians. May | ask our Government to make
representations to the Israeli Government to show restraint and to prevent the further loss
of Palestinian lives through attacks by the IDF?
col 192 Anneliese Dodds: ... stability in the west bank is crucial to ensuring that
the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. All sides must work to ensure a lowering of
tension in the west bank at this time. ...
Andrew Murrison (Conservative): Before the current crisis, construction in Gaza was
made much more difficult by the surprisingly long list of proscribed materials, which
included things like drain pipes, which Israel feared could be used as componentry for
weapons and was understandably uncomfortable with. What can we do to ensure that the
strip can be rebuilt, with all the materials that will require, while giving Israel reassurance
on diversion of materials by Hamas—or what remains of it—and other Iranian proxies?
Anneliese Dodds: ... Our position is that the enabling conditions for early recovery
must be provided in the coming weeks, including secure access corridors, which
are really important, and the resumption of basic services.
Melanie Ward (Labour): ... Will [the Minister] join me in condemning the legislation
passed against UNRWA by the Israeli Knesset, which jeopardises the entire international
humanitarian response in Gaza? What concrete action will our Government take if the
Israeli Government move ahead with implementing that legislation at the end of this week?
Anneliese Dodds: ... When it comes to the legislation on UNRWA, the UK
Government have been very clear that the decision by the Knesset was wrong. It
will undermine the ceasefire and prevent the delivery of much-needed humanitarian
aid, and prevent the delivery of education and healthcare. That is why, once again,
we call on Israel to change tack and not implement the legislation.
Brendan O’Hara (SNP): Over the weekend, President Trump inserted himself into the
debate on the future of Gaza and its people by saying, “You're talking about probably a
million and a half people, and we just clean out that whole thing.” Is it the Government’s
view that he was talking about the forced displacement or ethnic cleansing of almost 2
million Palestinians from their land? If that is not the Government’s understanding of what
he meant, what exactly is their interpretation of what President Trump said?
col 193 Anneliese Dodds: The UK Government recognise the critical role that both
the current and previous Administration in the US played in obtaining the ceasefire,
as well as the efforts of Qatar and Egypt. On the hon. Gentleman’s question about
whether Gazans are able to return, they must be allowed to return. That is very
clear under international humanitarian law, as he knows.
Florence Eshalomi (Labour Co-op): ... Tomorrow | am due to meet the Kennington
Bethlehem Link ... It has raised with me the alarming situation in the Aida camp, an
UNRWA-funded refugee camp between Bethlehem and Jerusalem. Sadly, the Israel
Defence Forces have repeatedly vandalised the camp and intimidated workers. The
Minister has outlined the situation on UNRWA funding. Given that Israel is due to sever
ties with UNRWA later this week, can she please look at urgently directing any support
that the UK can give to the Aida camp?
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Anneliese Dodds: | am grateful to my hon. Friend for raising the critical role of UK
civil society in supporting people, whether in Gaza, the west bank or the broader
region. ... | am also grateful to her for raising the issue of aid workers’ safety. This
has been the most deadly conflict for a very long time—in fact, | believe since
records began on these matters—for humanitarian workers. ...
Bob Blackman (Conservative): We saw horrendous scenes at the weekend of Hamas
terrorists parading the brave hostages before they were returned, and shooting fellow
Palestinians for alleged collaboration. Also, the Hamas leader and his team have vowed
to return to rule Gaza, and to carry out repeated atrocities like those that were committed
on 7 October. That shows that Hamas are not going away. It is quite clear that they are
determined to get back in control in Gaza. We all agree that Hamas should not be in charge
of Gaza, so the key issue is: how will that be achieved?
Anneliese Dodds: | agree with the hon. Member on those scenes. The Foreign
Secretary has been very clear about this ... The UK Government’s position could
not be clearer: Hamas is a terrorist organisation. It must not play a role in future
arrangements for Gaza, and we will seek to work with all our international partners,
and indeed with the UN, towards that end.
Matthew Patrick (Labour): While Hamas were busy smuggling weapons, and spending
money building tunnels in which to hold hostages ahead of their barbaric attack on 7
October, the people of Gaza relied each and every day on aid coming in. For those of us
who want a two-state solution with a peaceful and prosperous Palestine, will the Minister
set out her assessment of the long-term role that UNRWA can play in that, and how we
can ensure that aid gets to those who need it, not to the terrorists who are trying to take it
away?
col 194 Anneliese Dodds: | am grateful to my hon. Friend for raising the
importance of the lodestar of the two-state solution, which we must always aim at.
Israelis and Palestinians rightly deserve a state of security, and the sovereignty that
he is committed to. On the role of UNRWA, we have had many discussions with its
leadership and other international partners. Ultimately, a two-state solution would
enable the normalisation of the economy that is needed, and hopefully a shift away
from the humanitarian problems there have been for so many years. ...
Jess Brown-Fuller (Liberal Democrat): According to the UN, 1.9 million people in Gaza
are currently displaced, which is 90% of the population. Half of them are children. How will
the Minister work to secure the right of return and self-determination for Palestinians in
Gaza, especially in the light of the calls from the US President to “clean out” Palestinians
from the region?
Anneliese Dodds: The figure that the hon. Member quoted is right, and in some
cases Gazans have been moved up to nine times because of recent events. She
described Gazans as having the right of return, and | would underline that word
“right”. They do have that right. ...
Marie Rimmer (Labour): We must build confidence on both sides to help sustain the
peace, but how are we going to do it? There are 70,000 families who left Palestine before
the war and never got back. Many of them still have their keys. | have seen friends and
families who never got back to see their grandparents, or who got back once a year. How
can we build anybody’s confidence to move out of the destruction, particularly in northern
Gaza, while it gets rebuilt? We cannot do that. How will we build the confidence of the
families and loved ones of the hostages who are still being held there? They fear that
Netanyahu will sacrifice them so that the war will return; the IDF says that there will not be
a second phase of this peace. How do we build confidence? ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... it is the UK’s responsibility, working multilaterally with our
partners, to reach towards a peaceful future in which there are two states, and
Palestinians and Israelis can live in security. ...
col 195 Greg Smith (Conservative): Deradicalisation must form a key plank of any plan
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for reconstruction in Gaza, along with ensuring that Hamas have no role in its future
running, as the Minister says. However, a sickening reality on the ground is that in
textbooks and school curriculums in UNRWA schools in Gaza, there are materials that
promote antisemitism, that incite hate against Jews and Israel, and that promote violence.
Unless we stamp out that hateful incitement to violence that is being put in front of
schoolchildren in Gaza, there can be no successful and peaceful future. What is the
Minister doing in her conversations with UNRWA to stamp that out in its schools?
Anneliese Dodds: The issue of what is often called the neutrality of UNRWA is
incredibly important, and | have discussed it in detail with the leadership of UNRWA.
| have also gone to see this in practice, to understand the reforms that have been
undertaken. We talked previously about the important Colonna report, which set
out practical steps to deliver that neutrality. The UK Government have directly
supported that; we earmarked £1 million of funding for it—part of the £21 million
that we announced some weeks ago—so we are absolutely committed to this, and
to those reforms being not just implemented, as many of them have been, but
sustained.
Richard Burgon (Independent): No one can fail to be moved by the powerful scenes of
Palestinians returning to their homes in Gaza, even though their homes have been
reduced to rubble by Israeli forces. Of course, it is important that we do everything we can
to rebuild Gaza, but justice for war crimes is also important. Does the Minister agree that
we must stand up to all those who wish to undermine the International Criminal Court’s
investigations and do all we can to ensure that justice is done?
Anneliese Dodds: | think we have all seen on our television screens those scenes
of Gazans returning to their homes, which in many cases have been destroyed or
heavily damaged. Of course, many of those people will also have lost family
members ... the UK Government have made it absolutely clear that the UK respects
the independence of the International Criminal Court. ...
col 196 Carla Denyer (Green): ... Does the Minister agree that we urgently need
accountability for the Israeli Government’s violations of international law, as exhibited in
the restriction of access to tents, mattresses, medical equipment and so on? ...
Anneliese Dodds: The UK is fully committed to international law and respects the
independence of both the ICC and the ICJ. Yes, there must be access to such
supplies.
Helen Hayes (Laboour): ... | have visited UNRWA schools and healthcare facilities in the
west bank, and the role that UNRWA plays in the provision of essential services, including
aid to Palestinians, is unique and irreplaceable. The implementation of the Knesset's
decision to ban UNRWA could therefore amount to the denial of health services, education
and essential aid to a population that has already suffered unbearably for the past 15
months. ...
Anneliese Dodds: ... We have joined allies in expressing our deep concerns about
the Knesset's vote on UNRWA. We have urged Israel to ensure that UNRWA can
continue its lifesaving work, including at the UN Security Council on 6 November,
11 December and 3 January.
Igbal Mohamed (Independent): Today is the ninth day of the siege on Jenin in the west
bank by Israeli forces accused of war crimes. With over 3,000 Palestinians forcibly
displaced, Jenin hospital under lockdown without water or electricity, and at least 14
people killed by the Israelis since the beginning of the ceasefire in Gaza, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights has said that it is deeply concerned
by the use of unlawful, lethal force in Jenin, including multiple airstrikes and apparently
random shooting at unarmed residents. Can the Minister tell the House what specific and
concrete steps the Government are taking or will take to facilitate an end to Israel’s siege
and ethnic cleansing in the west bank?
Anneliese Dodds: ... we have been very clear that the risk of instability is serious
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and the need for de-escalation is urgent. We continue to call on Israeli authorities

to exercise restraint, to adhere to international law and to clamp down on the

actions of those who seek to inflame tensions.
Cat Smith (Labour): ... Given the serious allegations of war crimes occurring in Gaza,
what steps are the Government taking to ensure that they are properly investigated and
that those responsible are held to account?

col 197 Anneliese Dodds: ... the UK is fully committed to international law and

respects the independence of the ICJ and the ICC. Any such determination on the

conduct of war by whichever party would be taken by those independent bodies,

by experts and by judicial actors and lawyers, not by Governments.
Lee Dillon (Liberal Democrat): ... when is the correct time to recognise Palestine as a
state?

Anneliese Dodds: The hon. Gentleman will know that the UK Government are

committed to recognising Palestine, but we are committed to doing so in a manner

that ultimately supports the peace process. ...
Apsana Begum (Independent): When the Ukraine war started, a mechanism was put in
place for the evacuation of injured children from Ukraine to hospitals here to ensure that
they had appropriate treatment. It seemed to work effectively, and it was the right thing to
do. In the light of the ceasefire in Gaza and the fact that northern Gaza’s healthcare
facilities have been decimated, will the Government now instigate a scheme for the
seriously injured children of Gaza, including orphans, as we did for Ukraine, by establishing
a system to ensure that they can be brought here for medical treatment?

Anneliese Dodds: It is vital that Israel ensures sustained passage for patients who

need treatment that is not available in Gaza during the first phase of the

ceasefire. ...
Sammy Wilson (DUP(: We welcome the release of the hostages, though for eight families
it will be a sad day as they realise that their loved ones were murdered in captivity. Israel
has taken considerable risks by withdrawing troops, opening borders and agreeing to the
ceasefire, while Hamas continue to attack in the west bank and continue to humiliate
hostages to show that they are in control. Given that Hamas have previously used aid to
exercise control of the Palestinian population, and given the huge links between UNRWA
and Hamas, what steps is the Minister taking to ensure that UK aid is not used by Hamas
to re-exercise control in Gaza?

Anneliese Dodds: ... We need to ensure that aid gets to where it is really needed.

We have been working on that with a number of UN agencies, as well as with bodies

like UK-Med.
col 198 lan Byrne (Independent): At the weekend, President Trump called for a “clean
out” of the Gaza strip, proposing to forcibly deport Gaza’s more than 2 million Palestinian
inhabitants. That would amount to ethnic cleansing and a crime against humanity. ...

Anneliese Dodds: ... The UK Government have been very clear that Gazans must

be able to return to their homes. That is a matter of international humanitarian law.
Adnan Hussain (Independent): Despite genocide, displacement and destruction,
Palestinians are returning to northern Gaza and remain rooted in their land. In respect of
President Trump’s remarks, the Minister has been asked a number of times about what
appears to be yet another forced displacement. What is the position of the Minister and
her Government in respect of President Trump’s remarks?

Anneliese Dodds: | have said perhaps five times that the UK Government are

absolutely clear that Gazans must be able to return to their homes, including in

northern Gaza. ...
James Frith (Labour): ... What lessons on support for civil society and peacebuilding in
Israel and Palestine will the Government draw from the last Labour Government’s
experience in Northern Ireland?

Anneliese Dodds: ... It will be important in future that we do all we can as a country
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to pursue that goal of peace: the two-state solution that we talked about before. ...
Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): The fundamental issue is Israel’s occupation of Gaza and
the west bank. What assurances has the Minister had from the Israeli Government that
they will withdraw all their forces from Gaza and that they will eventually, if not sooner,
withdraw from the west bank to allow the Palestinian people to decide their own future in
peace?
Anneliese Dodds: ... The UK Government’s position is very clear: illegal
settlements are illegal. They are not allowed under international law and we remain
determined to make that very clear, not just to the Israeli Government but to all our
other partners and multilaterally as well.
col 199 Jon Pearce (Labour): | thank ... the Foreign Office’s diplomatic efforts in securing
the early release of Emily Damari ... Will the Minister assure the House that she will use
those same diplomatic efforts to secure the early release of British-related hostages in
phase 1 and to ensure that the next phase of the deal is agreed?
Anneliese Dodds: We are absolutely determined to do all that we can to ensure
that the UK-linked hostages who remain—Eli Sharabi, Oded Lifshitz and Avinatan
Or—are brought home to their loved ones. We call for their immediate release and
will do all in our power to secure that.
Jim Allister (TUV): ... what enforceable assurances are there that aid provided by this
Government will not be diverted to rebuilding terrorist tunnels, as happened in the past?
Can the Minister trust the United Nations Relief and Works Agency when it comes to that,
given its record and given the suggestions that tunnels were built under its very
headquarters and that there was a data centre there flowing off UNRWA's electricity
supply? ...
Anneliese Dodds: Absolutely, the prevention of diversion of aid, not just in this
context but more broadly wherever the UK is providing aid, is incredibly important.
We take it very seriously indeed and we will always seek to ensure that there is
absolutely watertight control around that ...
col 200 Chris Murray (Labour): There are about a million children in Gaza. To put that in
context, we have about a million children in Scotland too. ... Those children now
face homelessness, hunger and a lack of access to medical supplies, not to mention a
disruption in their education. ... What are the UK Government doing to protect the children
of Gaza at this time?
Anneliese Dodds: We are deeply alarmed by the disproportionate impact of the
conflict on children in Gaza. ... at least 88% of school buildings will need full or
major reconstruction and most, if not all, students in Gaza have not had access to
education since 7 October. ...
Kim Johnson (Labour): Since the ceasefire, we have seen an increase in killings and
atrocities in Jenin. On Saturday, Israeli forces were responsible for the killing of a two-
year-old girl. The extremist settlers are acting with impunity against the Palestinians. Will
the Minister explain what actions this Government have taken to put pressure on Israel to
prevent the ongoing atrocities in the west bank?
Anneliese Dodds: ... Settler expansion and settler violence have reached record
levels. The Israeli Government seized more of the west bank in 2024 than in the
past 20 years. That is completely unacceptable. The matter has been raised by a
number of members of the ministerial team, not least the Foreign Secretary. He
also announced new sanctions in October, which targeted illegal settler outposts
and organisations that had supported violence against communities in the west
bank. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/10CCB50A-2CC6-46FF-
B2BB-CCEBA8437D3A/GazaHumanitarianSituation

The Colonna Report, referred to above by Priti Patel and Anneliese Dodds, can be read at
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https://www.un.orq/sites/un2.un.orqg/files/2024/04/unrwa independent review on neutrality.pdf

The UK speeches at the UN referred to above by Anneliese Dodds can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qgovernment/speeches/the-worst-case-scenario-is-now-playing-out-in-
northern-gaza-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

and
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/speeches/we-intend-to-vote-in-favour-of-these-resolutions-
backing-unrwa-and-a-ceasefire-in-qaza-uk-statement-at-the-un-general-assembly

and
https://www.qov.uk/government/speeches/the-deterioration-of-the-healthcare-situation-in-qaza-
is-completely-unacceptable-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

The sanctions announcement referred to above by Anneliese Dodds can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/new-uk-sanctions-tarqet-illeqgal-outposts-and-
organisations-supporting-extremist-israeli-settlers-in-the-west-bank

House of Commons Written Answers

Gaza: Israel
Blair McDougall (Labour) [24997] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to help
support British citizens who have experienced trauma due to events in Gaza and lIsrael
since October 2023.
Hamish Falconer: We welcome the announcement of an agreement to end the
fighting in Gaza. We have continually pressed for a resolution to secure a ceasefire
and see the return of hostages. We welcome the release of seven hostages in
Gaza, including British national Emily Damari, and thank Qatar, Egypt and the US
for their support in bringing these individuals' and their families' horrific ordeal to an
end. We are clear the agreement must be implemented in full with all hostages
returned. We continue to support families who have been bereaved through the
October 7 attacks. The Foreign Secretary has met with or spoken to all families of
UK and UK-linked hostages cruelly detained by Hamas and has heard first-hand
the suffering those families have endured, most recently on 13 January. A team of
experts from the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office are providing
ongoing support to family members in the UK and Israel. The UK Government has
additionally supported 505 British nationals and eligible persons to leave Gaza
since October 2023.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24997

Visas: Palestinians
Sorcha Eastwood (Alliance) [25050] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, if she will take steps to create a visa scheme for Palestinians that is similar
to the Ukraine Family Scheme.
Seema Malhotra: Immediate family members of British citizens, and those settled
in the UK, who wish to come and live in the UK and do not have a current UK visa
can apply under one of the existing family visa routes. There are no plans to create
a bespoke family reunion scheme at this stage.
Further details are available here: https://www.gov.uk/uk-family-visa
We will accept applications, which would normally have to be made in the country
where the person is living, at any of the UK’s Visa Application Centres.
Visa Application Centres are open and operating in Egypt, in both Cairo and
Alexandria, and Amman in Jordan.
The FCDO is also providing consular assistance to those with British nationality, or
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dual nationality including British, who are in Gaza or who have left Gaza to a third
country. Dual national British-Palestinians are not required to make a visa
application as they have the right of abode in the UK. Our embassy staff are ready
to provide support as appropriate.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/25020

International Criminal Court: Arrest Warrants
Mike Wood (Conservative) [24648] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether the Foreign Secretary has had
discussions with his Israeli counterpart on the International Criminal court arrest warrant.
Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary has visited Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories three times since taking office. During those visits, in
engagement with his Israeli counterpart, he has been focused on pushing for a
ceasefire in Gaza, to protect civilians, ensure the release of all hostages, and
secure an increase in humanitarian aid into Gaza, as well as supporting Israel's
security and regional challenges. We have been clear that the UK respects the
independence of the International Criminal Court.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-17/24648

The announcement of the arrest warrant referred to above can be read at
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges

Israel Defense Forces
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [26014] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, when a
General of the Israel Defense Forces last visited his Department.
Luke Pollard: The last visit to the Ministry of Defence by a General of the Israel

Defense Forces took place on Wednesday 22 January 2024, by Major General
Oded Basyuk.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26014

Israel Defense Forces
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [26015] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, when he last
met a General of the Israel Defense Forces.
Luke Pollard: The Secretary of State for Defence last met with a General of the
Israel Defense Forces on Friday 2 August 2024, during a visit to hold an
introductory meeting with the Israeli Defence Minister, and discuss efforts to reduce
the risk of escalation in the Middle East.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26015

Israel: F-35 Aircraft

Leishman (Labour) [25468] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, pursuant to the
Answer of 20 January 2024 to Question 23609 on lIsrael: F-35 Aircraft, how many
components manufactured exclusively for Israel's F-351 Adir version of the F-35A fighter
jet have been exported from the UK.

Maria Eagle: None. UK suppliers have not manufactured nor exported components

that are exclusively used on the Israeli variant of the F-35 aircraft.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25468

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23609

Palestinians: Recognition of States
Helen Maguire (Liberal Democrat) [24611] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, pursuant to the Answer of 14 January 2025 to
Question 902156 on Palestinians: Sovereignty, whether he has a planned timetable for
recognising a Palestinian state.
Hamish Falconer: The ceasefire marks the first step in ensuring long-term peace
and security for Israelis, Palestinians and the wider region, bringing much-needed
stability. Our attention must turn to how we secure a permanently better future for
the Israeli and Palestinian people. Palestinians must be given a credible route to a
Palestinian state, which is the right of the Palestinian people. We will recognise a
Palestinian state at a time that is most conducive to making statehood a reality, and
we will continue working with partners to support a path to long term peace and
stability with a two-state solution: a safe and secure Israel alongside a viable and
sovereign Palestinian state.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-16/24611

The answer referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/902156

The following two questions both received the same answer
Habiba Al Askari
Blair McDougall (Labour) [24724] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to his Israeli
counterpart on the case of Habiba Al Askari.
Mary Glindon (Labour) [26000] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to (a) humanitarian organisations
and (b) his Israeli counterpart on the expedition of Habiba Al Askari's medical evacuation
from Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: The case of Habiba Al Askari is tragic and underlines why we
need to see more medical evacuation routes open during the first phase of the
ceasefire. While we have not discussed this individual case with Israel, we engage
routinely on the importance of addressing health needs within Gaza and enabling
medical evacuations for all patients needing medical care not available in Gaza.
The UK has announced £1 million for the Egyptian Ministry of Health and
Population, delivered through World Health Organization Egypt, to support
medically evacuated Palestinians from Gaza. The UK is also supporting provision
of essential healthcare to Palestinians including funding UK-Med to operate field
hospitals in Gaza, where they have established an operating theatre and an
emergency department for urgent care.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-17/24724
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-23/26000

The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qovernment/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-
visit-to-eqypt

The following two questions both received the same answer
Occupied Territories: Palestinians

Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [25540] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential
impact of the policies of the (a) Israeli and (b) US governments on the expansion of
settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [25541] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential
implications for his policies of trends in the level of violence against Palestinian
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communities in the Occupied West Bank carried out by (a) Israeli settlers and (b) the Israeli
military.
Hamish Falconer: As the Prime Minister said in the House on 22 January, we are
deeply concerned by what is happening in the West Bank. We have raised this a
number of times in the various exchanges that we have had with Israel at both
ministerial and official level. It is in no one's interest for further conflict and instability
to spread in the West Bank. The risk of instability is serious and the need for de-
escalation urgent. We continue to call on Israeli authorities to exercise restraint,
adhere to international law, and clamp down on the actions of those who seek to
inflame tensions. We are clear that Israeli settlements are illegal under international
law and harm prospects for a two-state solution. The UK strongly condemns settler
violence. On 15 October, the Foreign Secretary announced new sanctions targeting
three illegal settler outposts and four organisations that have supported and
sponsored violence against communities in the West Bank. These measures will
help bring accountability to those who have supported and perpetrated such
heinous abuses of human rights.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25540
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/2554 1

The Prime Minister’'s comment referred to above can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-
1F043B4FE249/Engagementst#tcontribution-B4E5E851-256E-4EC6-ACF2-CA528402C65C

The following two questions both received the same answer
West Bank: Ceasefires
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [25538] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,

Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether his Department is taking steps to help
negotiate a ceasefire in the West Bank.
West Bank: Violence
Colum Eastwood (SDLP) [25753] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli
counterpart on the escalation of violence in the West Bank.
Hamish Falconer: The risk of rising instability in the West Bank is serious, and the
need for de-escalation urgent. The UK has been clear that it is in no-one's interest
for further conflict and instability to spread in the West Bank. We continue to call on
Israeli authorities to exercise restraint, adhere to international law, and clamp down
on the actions of those who seek to inflame tensions. Settler violence is
unacceptable, and the UK continues to urge the Israeli government to act to stop
settler violence. We continue to raise violence in the West Bank with Israeli
counterparts. As the Foreign Secretary said in his statement on 15 January, much
remains to be done - to implement all phases of the deal in full and establish a
pathway to lasting peace and security for Israelis and Palestinians alike.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25538
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-22/25753

The Statement referred to above (made on 16 not 15 January can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BF C6-40F6-825D-
A9BF49DA 1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2

East Jerusalem and West Bank Palestinians
Graham Leadbitter (SNP) [25539] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will hold discussions with his international
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counterparts on taking steps to protect Palestinians in (a) the occupied West Bank and (b)
East Jerusalem.
Hamish Falconer: Stability in the West Bank and East Jerusalem is crucial to
ensure that the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. The UK will continue to work with
Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and regional partners to build consensus
for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework that supports
conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace.
The ceasefire marks the first step in ensuring long-term peace and security for
Israelis, Palestinians and the wider region, bringing much-needed stability. Our
attention must turn to how we secure a permanently better future for the Israeli and
Palestinian people - grounded in a two-state solution that will guarantee security
and stability for Israel, alongside a sovereign and viable Palestine state.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25539

Palestinians: Women's Rights
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [25251] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to support sexual and
reproductive health and rights for women and girls in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Hamish Falconer: This ceasefire provides a real opportunity now to halt the
suffering in Gaza and the UK is doing all it can to support a sustained surge of aid,
including to meet the sexual and reproductive health needs of women and girls.
The UK has already announced £112 million of assistance this financial year for
the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Palestinian refugees in the region.
Additionally, £4.25 million of UK assistance to the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) has supported UNFPA to distribute reproductive health kits and midwifery
kits across Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25251

House of Lords Written Answer

Syria: Israel
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) [HL4180] To ask His Majesty's
Government what assessment they have made of the amount of land in Syria that Israel
has occupied since 8 December 2024.
Lord Collins of Highbury: Israel have said their presence in the buffer zone in the
Golan Heights will be limited and temporary, and we have been clear that we expect
them to adhere to this commitment. Israel's presence in the buffer zone must not
become permanent.
The UK's position on the Golan Heights remains clear: they are occupied territory,
and we do not recognise Israel's annexation. We continue to call on Israel and all
actors to uphold their obligations to peace, stability, and security under international
law.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-17/h14180

House of Commons Library Briefing

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories: UK response to the conflict since
July 2024
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10085/CBP-10085.pdf
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Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE)

PACE calls for an end to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza
In view of the continuing dramatic deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Gaza, the
Assembly calls on Council of Europe member states and parties to the conflict to play an
active role in addressing the humanitarian emergency in Gaza and its future
consequences.
Approving a resolution based on a report by Saskia Kluit (Netherlands, SOC), the
Assembly reiterated its condemnation, in the strongest possible terms, of the appalling
terrorist attack by Hamas and other militias against Israel on 7 October 2023, and again
urged the immediate release to their families and homes of all hostages still held in
captivity.
“The military campaign launched by Israel in Gaza in response to the attack on 7 October
continued for fifteen months, causing an unimaginable humanitarian crisis,” the Assembly
said, adding that “women and children are without any shadow of doubt the main innocent
victims of the conflict”.
PACE welcomed the conclusion of the ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas,
describing the implementation of its first phase as “a crucial and positive step forward”,
and called on all parties to implement all three phases, leading to a long-lasting peace.
“The Assembly cannot accept that this humanitarian crisis could be portrayed or seen as
inevitable or be allowed to become ‘the new normal’,” the Assembly said in its resolution.
“The coming winter will exacerbate the already inhuman and degrading living conditions
of the people of Gaza, and the hostages held by Hamas, who are subjected to an infernal
cycle of suffering.”
The Assembly also urged the immediate and unconditional repeal of the ban on UNRWA
imposed by Israel, as well as full, rapid and safe access for humanitarian organisations
and local and foreign journalists.
The Assembly called on both Israel and Palestine, whose parliaments enjoy respectively
observer status and partner for democracy status, to do everything in their power to put a
stop to the suffering of the people in Gaza, including that of the hostages, thus showing
their full commitment to Council of Europe values.
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/parliamentary-assembly-calls-for-an-end-to-the-
humanitarian-crisis-in-gaza?p | back url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fportal%2Fnewsroom

Report: The absolute and urgent need to end the humanitarian crisis for women,
children and the hostages in Gaza
https://pace.coe.int/pdf/676f1f4715bcfe653dac8f83f83e1c753dcdd0e933a917fdf5d888bd
0f3991d3?title=Doc.%2016093.pdf

Resolution: The absolute and urgent need to end the humanitarian crisis for women,
children and the hostages in Gaza
https://pace.coe.int/pdf/5701464f99874ae8a14a4d07ffa2b1db6b02c0358d85d6¢cbcd99a7
80a549c0697title=Res.%202582.pdf

United Nations

With Israeli Laws Set to Take Effect in 48 Hours, UN Palestine Refugee Agency Chief
Warns Security Council of Risks to Gaza Ceasefire, Recovery Efforts

The implementation of Israel’s legislation on 30 January — curtailing the operations of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) — will undermine the ceasefire and sabotage Gaza’s recovery and political
transition, a senior UN official told the Security Council today.
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Expressing hope that the long-awaited ceasefire — which began nine days ago — “will
hold and then the tremendous suffering in Gaza will subside”, Philippe Lazzarini,
Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East, welcomed the return of Israeli hostages and imprisoned
Palestinians to their families. He also recognized the marked improvement in the flow of
humanitarian aid and operating conditions. ...

Yet, in two days, “our operations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory will be crippled as
legislation passed by Israel takes effect”, he warned, adding that the fate of millions of
Palestinians is at stake. ... [click here to read this speech in full]

Jan Egeland, Secretary-General of the Norwegian Refugee Council, recalled his visit
to Gaza City in December 2024 and expressed shock at the destruction: clearing over 50
million tons of rubble in the aftermath of Israel’s bombardment “could take 21 years and
cost up to $1.2 billion”. For two decades, children will have nowhere to play in the rubble
and debris caused by this war, having to fear unexploded bombs. “The principles of
proportionality, distinction and military necessity have been thoroughly violated,” he
stated.

While his organization managed to have 18 trucks of humanitarian cargo enter Gaza last
week, looting and attacks on aid convoys remain a major concern. He recalled that, on
12 September 2024, the Israeli National Security Council admitted to the Knesset that
Israel was no longer issuing visas to employees of international non-governmental
organizations — apparently part of a broader effort to undermine humanitarian work in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory. ...

“For generations of Palestinians, UNRWA is not just an Agency, it is life itself,” said
Algeria’s delegate, Council President for the month, speaking in his national
capacity. “Halting UNRWA'’s operations would be a death sentence for Palestinians,”
particularly for the most vulnerable among them — the refugees, he said, stressing that
UNRWA must continue its mandate until the establishment of the Palestinian State. ...
While stressing that the implementation of Knesset legislation on UNRWA risks threatening
the fragile gains made through the ceasefire deal, the United Kingdom’s delegate called
on the Agency to continue to deliver their commitment to neutrality and fully investigate
any allegations against their employees. [click here to read this speech in full]

The United States’ [representative] supported Israel’s sovereign decision to close
UNRWA'’s offices in Jerusalem on 30 January, as the Agency “is not and never has been
the only option for providing humanitarian assistance in Gaza” — with its work “tainted”
due to terrorist ties to Hamas. Urging the international community to scale up humanitarian
aid, she called for Gaza to be fully demilitarized, with Hamas having no role in its
governance. ...

Meanwhile, the Russian Federation’s representative underscored that Israel would not
dare to violate international law without unconditional financial and military support from
Washington, D.C. “Itis not an exaggeration to say that the fault for what is happening with
the Agency falls on the United States’ shoulders.” ...

The representative of Egypt, speaking for the Arab Group, pointed out that Israel’s
allegations cannot serve as grounds for adopting a unilateral decision preventing a UN
agency from conducting its operations. Echoing that, Jordan’s delegate stated that
allowing any State to undermine the immunities of UN agencies constitutes a dangerous
precedent.

Relatedly, Greece’s delegate called on Israel to reconsider the implementation of the
legislation as it will obstruct UNRWA'’s capacity to operate within its mandate in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory. ...

For his part, Israel’s delegate affirmed that the legislation concerning UNRWA activities
in his country will come into force in 48 hours when it must cease operations in Israel and
evacuate all premises in Jerusalem. This reflects “years of efforts to address the grave
accusations” against UNRWA, he stated — including failing its mandate, placing political

22


https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-commissioner-general-unrwa-united-nations
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-urges-israel-to-ensure-that-unrwa-can-continue-its-lifesaving-operations-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

agendas and cover-ups over humanitarian principles and refusing to address widespread
Hamas infiltration. He reiterated Israel's readiness to work with agencies with a track
record of efficiency and accountability, while UNRWA's contribution is easily replaceable
by organizations already operational in Gaza.

“Israel has destroyed everything in Gaza except the sacred bond between a people and
their land,” stated the Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine. Israel’s logic is
simple: to get rid of the refugees, one must destroy the Agency serving them. “If there is
no education, health or assistance, they will surrender, leave, and abandon the land and
their dream of liberation and return,” he said, adding that such conduct violates
international law, including the orders issued by the International Court of
Justice. Palestinians returning to the north know they will find ruins — “yet, still, they went
back,” he said, noting that it is a testimony of their resilience. ...

To read the full press release see

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc15985.doc.htm

TOP

Relevant Legislation * new or updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Public Bill Committee, Second Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/8c91740b-4ba8-4616-9¢c59-
7dcdeb568259/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(SecondSitting)

Public Bill Committee, Third Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-28/debates/5fd1fae9-6266-4c7d-8348-
83dcfc38dead/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(ThirdSitting)

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults day pbc 0129.pdf

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes in 2 days

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes

Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025)
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/
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Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
TOP
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