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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Southport Attack 
Lord Beamish (Labour): My Lords, the Intelligence and Security Committee showed in 
its 2022 report, Extreme Right-Wing Terrorism, the toxic nature of how online extremism 
is affecting young minds. I accept what the Minister said, that there rightly has to be a 
threshold for something to be deemed terrorism, but does he agree that the real gap is 
that, for those individuals who are affected by these images and propaganda online, there 
is nothing currently in the mental health services that they are referred to for dealing with 
that? 

Lord Hanson of Flint: My noble friend raises an important issue. This is an 
important part of the process that we need to review now: if individuals are being 
radicalised in their bedrooms in whatever way—right-wing, Islamist or just for the 
purposes of enjoying killing—we need to try to find a mechanism to remove the 
content that is leading to that radicalisation. Equally, if people come into contact 
with social services, the police or other agencies—as indeed the perpetrator did in 
this case—that needs to be sensitively picked up and support, whether mental 
health, directional or another form, needs to be given to help change that behaviour. 
That is the purpose of Prevent and of the regime that both Governments have had 
in place over a long period of time. Self-evidently, in this case, it failed. The purpose 
of our public inquiry is to look at why it failed and at the interventions that happened, 
why they did not work and why they were not picked up and developed further. We 
need to ensure that, from whatever background violent behaviour is being directed, 
we take action to mitigate against it. 

Lord Paddick (Non-affiliated): My Lords, I accept what the Minister is saying but, on this 
Holocaust Memorial Day, the Times reports the findings of a Channel 4 survey which found 
that 52% of young people aged 13-27 said that they thought “the UK would be a better 
place if a strong leader was in charge who does not have to bother with parliament and 
elections”,  while 47%  agreed  that,  “the  entire  way  our  society  is  organised  must  be  
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radically changed through revolution”. 
Not only did the internet apparently incentivise or motivate the Stockport murderer, it is 
producing wider, very worrying, attitudes. What will the Government do to counter these 
dangerous ideas; for example, by supporting the production of positive content? 

Lord Hanson of Flint: We have to do two things. First, we have to look at where 
there is material online that breaches criminal thresholds and then work with the 
hosts of that material to take it down. That is what the Government are trying to do 
with the Online Safety Act. My right honourable friend the Home Secretary and the 
DSIT Secretary, Peter Kyle, will be looking in the longer term at that type of illegal 
material which fosters, for example, ideas of using ricin, promoting potential attacks 
or encouraging violent behaviour. That has to cross a criminal threshold. 
There is also a wider point about promoting a decent society and the values of 
tolerance, understanding, respecting differences and allowing people to live their 
lives with tolerance. My parents’ generation saw great loss fighting fascism in the 
Second World War—members of my family died. I grew up in the knowledge that 
my family and their generation had fought fascism in the Second World War. The 
Holocaust memorial services today remind us of where fascist ideology leads. We 
need, in my view, to gain an open, tolerant society. That is the second half of what 
I hope all of us can do to make sure that we respect and celebrate our differences.  

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F42441EB-344D-4172-8530-
F465AB88829D/SouthportAttack#contribution-68DB1628-B056-4CF5-B750-
7B13BB88D3CF  

 

The Intelligence and Security Committee report referred to above can be read at 
https://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E02710035-HCP-Extreme-
Right-Wing-Terrorism_Accessible.pdf  

 

The Times report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/media/article/gen-z-doubts-about-democracy-laid-bare-in-
worrying-survey-vsxx509n3  
 
 

The Children’s Commissioner  

Deep distrust of the police and lack of opportunity as drivers in children’s motivation 
to take part in last summer’s riots 
… Unique research by the Children’s Commissioner’s Office found that young people who 
took part in last summer’s riots were not primarily driven by social media misinformation 
or racism but by curiosity of the events, deep distrust of the police or the lack of 
opportunities in their community. 
Dame Rachel de Souza used her statutory powers to speak to about 20 per cent of the 
children who were charged in the aftermath of the summer riots that broke out after the 
tragic murders of Bebe King, Elsie Dot Stancombe and Alice da Silva Aguiar in Southport 
on 29 July 2024. 
Hundreds of children – some as young as 11 – were caught up in the unrest in 26 areas 
across England following the lead of thousands of adults whose involvement was deemed 
to be racially motivated targeting locations known to house asylum seekers. 
The findings of today’s report focus on children’s motivation for taking part, challenging the 
prevailing narrative that young people’s involvement was orchestrated by deliberate 
misinformation spread through social media linked to racist and right-wing influencers. 
While these factors played a potential role, they did not appear to drive children’s actions. 
Instead, many children’s involvement in the riots was spontaneous, not thought out and 
opportunistic. The report found that they were not primarily driven by far-right, anti-
immigration or racist views. Children spoke about their curiosity of these events and their  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F42441EB-344D-4172-8530-F465AB88829D/SouthportAttack#contribution-68DB1628-B056-4CF5-B750-7B13BB88D3CF
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F42441EB-344D-4172-8530-F465AB88829D/SouthportAttack#contribution-68DB1628-B056-4CF5-B750-7B13BB88D3CF
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F42441EB-344D-4172-8530-F465AB88829D/SouthportAttack#contribution-68DB1628-B056-4CF5-B750-7B13BB88D3CF
https://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E02710035-HCP-Extreme-Right-Wing-Terrorism_Accessible.pdf
https://isc.independent.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/E02710035-HCP-Extreme-Right-Wing-Terrorism_Accessible.pdf
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/media/article/gen-z-doubts-about-democracy-laid-bare-in-worrying-survey-vsxx509n3
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/media/article/gen-z-doubts-about-democracy-laid-bare-in-worrying-survey-vsxx509n3
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animosity towards the police. … 

• Spontaneous participation: Children’s actions were often impulsive and 
unconsidered, driven by curiosity, a sense of animosity towards the police, or the 
thrill of the moment – not primarily driven by far-right ideologies as widely 
speculated. 

• Distrust of the police: Many children cited previous negative interactions and deep-
seated mistrust of the police within their community, which fuelled their actions 
during the riots, viewing them as an opportunity to retaliate against the police.  

• Calls for change: Children identified poverty, a lack of youth activities and limited 
employment opportunities as underlying vulnerabilities that must be addressed to 
protect young people from crime and exploitation. 

Today’s report by the Children’s Commissioner found the government’s response to the 
riots resulted in unusually severe charges and sentences, often overlooking children’s 
potential for rehabilitation. … 
Dame Rachel de Souza said: “… This report does not excuse criminality. The harm caused 
by these children’s actions is undeniable. Many – but not all – of the children acknowledged 
the need for accountability and consequences for their actions. Today’s findings offer no 
simple solutions but paints a more complex picture than has been debated following the 
riots. However, it is one that we must grapple with in order to create a more positive 
experience of childhood than one this report sets out.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/press-notice-deep-distrust-of-the-police-
and-lack-of-opportunity-as-drivers-in-childrens-motivation-to-take-part-in-last-summers-
riots/  
 
Children’s involvement in the 2024 riots 
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2025/01/Childrens-involvment-
in-the-2024-Riots-Report.pdf 
 
 

Welsh Senedd Oral Answers 

Questions to the First Minister: Community Cohesion 
Altaf Hussain (Conservative) [OQ6222] What action is the Welsh Government taking to 
improve community cohesion?  

The First Minister (Eluned Morgan): We work closely with local authorities, police 
forces and the third sector in Wales to mitigate tensions and foster good relations 
within communities. And, on a related note, it was an honour to represent the Welsh 
Government at the national Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration yesterday. 

Altaf Hussain: … Sadly, increasing efforts are being made to solve discord between 
communities. When the world's richest man took over traditional and online media, that 
allowed the amplification of hate speech. Not satisfied with giving Nazi salutes, the owner 
of X is giving a platform to far-right agitators and providing a microphone for their lies and 
propaganda. Misinformation is helping to fuel antisemitism and anti-Muslim hatred and 
helping to drive converts to Al Qaeda. The Stockport slaughterer was assisted in his 
conversion to terrible videos the social media platform refused to take off-line. Here on the 
streets of Wales, we have seen the rise of hate groups like patriotic alternatives. First 
Minister, what recent discussions have you had with the UK Government about the actions 
we can take to prevent these hate groups and their lies dividing our communities? 

Eluned Morgan: … thank you so much for the leadership that you're showing on 
this issue. I think it's something that we should pay tribute to and recognising that 
social media can have a very negative impact on that community cohesion you 
have emphasised that is so critical  to  making sure that we work as a nation, as a  

 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/press-notice-deep-distrust-of-the-police-and-lack-of-opportunity-as-drivers-in-childrens-motivation-to-take-part-in-last-summers-riots/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/press-notice-deep-distrust-of-the-police-and-lack-of-opportunity-as-drivers-in-childrens-motivation-to-take-part-in-last-summers-riots/
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/news/press-notice-deep-distrust-of-the-police-and-lack-of-opportunity-as-drivers-in-childrens-motivation-to-take-part-in-last-summers-riots/
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2025/01/Childrens-involvment-in-the-2024-Riots-Report.pdf
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community, together for the good of all our people. And, actually, the last thing we 
need in this country is to be divided. Certainly, having people from outside Wales 
lob terrible suggestions about what might be happening, I think, is something we 
just need to be very careful about. But thank you very much for that. 
I can reassure you that, in particular, under the leadership of Jane Hutt over a 
number of years, the incredible work that she has done to ensure that, as a 
Government, we have this front and centre of what we do, in all aspects of 
Government. And you're aware of the 'Anti-racist Wales Action Plan'; this is 
demonstrating our commitment to developing a nation where everybody feels like 
they can contribute and be a part. I'd like to thank you for that and to give you 
reassurance that this is absolutely one of the things that is central to our core 
principles as a Government. 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14808#C648057  
 

The Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/pdf-versions/2024/11/3/1731511776/anti-racist-
wales-action-plan-2024-update.pdf  

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

See also Lords oral answers “Southport Attack” that are included in the Home 
Affairs section above. 
 

The Royal Family 

The Royal Family This Holocaust Memorial Day, The King has visited Krakow’s Jewish 
Community Centre, a vital hub that fosters connection between the Jewish community and 
the city.    Inspired by a memorable meeting in 2002 with Holocaust survivors, including 
Ryszard Orowski, The King’s involvement helped lead to @JCCKrakow’s official opening 
in 2008. [plus video] 
https://x.com/RoyalFamily/status/1883931753737343346  
 
 

House of Commons Debate 

Creative Industries 
col 98 Graham Leadbitter (SNP): As we mark Holocaust Memorial Day and the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, it seems appropriate that we are 
debating the creative industries. I say that because the Holocaust was a brutal attempt by 
the Nazis to wipe out people and their cultures, and it is creative industries that are at the 
heart of growing and protecting our culture and helping wider society to thrive, rather than 
just survive. … 

 

col 104 Siân Berry (Green): …  believe that participation and enjoyment of the arts is a 
human right, as article 27 of the universal declaration of human rights says. It forms part 
of our post-Holocaust legacy of putting together a strong framework to recognise and 
protect the purpose and value of humanity after we saw just how bad things can get. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/750BE15E-0700-4787-
9DE4-25C272517A85/CreativeIndustries#contribution-CE8226EE-9828-4803-854D-
FFF611754048 
 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14808#C648057
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/pdf-versions/2024/11/3/1731511776/anti-racist-wales-action-plan-2024-update.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/pdf-versions/2024/11/3/1731511776/anti-racist-wales-action-plan-2024-update.pdf
https://x.com/RoyalFamily/status/1883931753737343346
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/750BE15E-0700-4787-9DE4-25C272517A85/CreativeIndustries#contribution-CE8226EE-9828-4803-854D-FFF611754048
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/750BE15E-0700-4787-9DE4-25C272517A85/CreativeIndustries#contribution-CE8226EE-9828-4803-854D-FFF611754048
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/750BE15E-0700-4787-9DE4-25C272517A85/CreativeIndustries#contribution-CE8226EE-9828-4803-854D-FFF611754048
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Westminster Hall Debate 

Speech and Language Therapy 
col 1WH Dave Robertson (Labour): … I beg your indulgence to mention that today is 
International Holocaust Memorial Day and the 80th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. Given that it is possibly the last significant anniversary on which many 
of the survivors will be with us, it is really important that we mark today, because we must 
never, ever forget the crimes  that  were  committed  in  the early part of the last century. I  

stand four-square behind the work of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance 
in making sure that we never forget and that we can turn darkness into light. … 

 

col 15WH Helen Hayes (Labour): … I associate myself with [Dave Robertson’s] words on 
Holocaust Memorial Day. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/ABB8BCA7-29DF-4830-
ADEE-27E18B0ED23D/SpeechAndLanguageTherapy  
 

 

House of Commons Speaker’s Statement 

Mr Speaker: Before we start today’s business, I want to note that today is Holocaust 
Memorial Day. I know that the whole House will agree with me about the importance of 
remembering, especially on the 80th anniversary, the 6 million Jewish people murdered 
during the Holocaust, alongside the millions of other people killed as a result of Nazi 
persecution, as well as those killed in more recent genocides—Cambodia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Darfur. I know that colleagues will want to join me in thanking the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust for the important work it does. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/6FEE0CDA-5967-4934-
B088-35DB4F4F40A3/Speaker%E2%80%99SStatement  
 

 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Early Learning Goals 
col 16 Josh Simons (Labour): As a Jewish person, Mr Speaker, may I take this 
opportunity to thank you for everything you have done to help the House to remember my 
ancestors and those of other Jewish people whom we remember today? … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/CA40D8A1-D4F9-4D07-
9A5C-0EC951434A23/EarlyLearningGoals#contribution-76FAB7F9-1043-405E-ADB9-
E90159C83014  
 

Fiscal Policy: Defence Spending 
col 23 James Cartlidge (Conservative): … I hope you will indulge me and allow me to 
say on behalf of His Majesty’s Opposition that we join all colleagues today in marking 
Holocaust Memorial Day. May we never forget or be complacent about the lessons. … 

col 24 Luke Pollard: … I agree with the hon. Gentleman’s words about Holocaust 
Memorial Day. His Majesty the King has been in Auschwitz for the 80th anniversary, 
and he spoke for the nation when he said that we will remember this evil long after 
the survivors of the Holocaust have passed. … 

Tonia Antoniazzi (Labour): Today is Holocaust Memorial Day. Does the Minister agree 
that this solemn day is a reminder of what we are fighting to defend, and the need to always 
protect our values and freedoms? 

Luke Pollard: Today is a day when we remember not just all those who were killed 
in the Holocaust, but those killed in genocides since. It is a day when there is unity  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/ABB8BCA7-29DF-4830-ADEE-27E18B0ED23D/SpeechAndLanguageTherapy
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/ABB8BCA7-29DF-4830-ADEE-27E18B0ED23D/SpeechAndLanguageTherapy
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/6FEE0CDA-5967-4934-B088-35DB4F4F40A3/Speaker%E2%80%99SStatement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/6FEE0CDA-5967-4934-B088-35DB4F4F40A3/Speaker%E2%80%99SStatement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/CA40D8A1-D4F9-4D07-9A5C-0EC951434A23/EarlyLearningGoals#contribution-76FAB7F9-1043-405E-ADB9-E90159C83014
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/CA40D8A1-D4F9-4D07-9A5C-0EC951434A23/EarlyLearningGoals#contribution-76FAB7F9-1043-405E-ADB9-E90159C83014
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/CA40D8A1-D4F9-4D07-9A5C-0EC951434A23/EarlyLearningGoals#contribution-76FAB7F9-1043-405E-ADB9-E90159C83014
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and cross-party support for tackling hate, in whatever form and wherever it comes 
from. It underlines why we must stand with our friends in these difficult times, why 
we need strong defence, and why we need to root out hate wherever it rears its 
ugly head. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/C0FADB11-4828-4ACB-
8F23-12824596BA01/FiscalPolicyDefenceSpending#contribution-950A7070-B826-
41CE-B247-7004F2C56FC6  
 

 

Topical Questions: Education 
col 16 The Secretary of State for Education (Bridget Phillipson): Today marks the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. As the years slip away, our duty to 
remember only strengthens. I have had the privilege in recent months of listening to the 
powerful and deeply moving testimony of Holocaust survivors in person, including Renee 
Salt and Mala Tribich. It is vital that the world hears their voices—hears what happened to 
them and their families, and what happened to 6 million Jewish men, women and children 
during the Holocaust. That is especially important giving the shocking rise in antisemitic 
abuse that we have seen since 7 October. The Government could not feel more strongly 
about this, which is why we have confirmed that the Holocaust will be a compulsory topic 
in all schools following the completion of our curriculum and assessment review. 

 

col 17 Laura Trott (Conservative): I associate myself with the right hon. Lady’s words on 
Holocaust Memorial Day. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/575F4FF2-1D54-45A3-
9647-E717983B341A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C642378E-CBFB-445F-B7B4-
8566F29CD26A  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Local Government: Funding 
col 2 … The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (Baroness Taylor of Stevenage): My 
Lords, before I answer my noble friend’s Question, I note that, 80 years ago this 
month, soldiers of the Soviet 60th Army of the First Ukrainian Front opened the 
gates of Auschwitz-Birkenau. It has been so moving today—Holocaust Memorial 
Day—to hear in our media the first-hand accounts of those who may be visiting 
Auschwitz for the last time. That infamous camp has become the symbol of the 
Shoah. Today, we remember the Jewish lives, and all lives, lost to genocide, and 
we remind ourselves that it is more important than ever to keep our humanity and 
respect for human dignity at the heart of all we do. … 

Lord Whitby (Labour): My Lords, first, I am sure that the whole House endorses my noble 
friend’s opening words. It is indeed a moving day. … 

 

col 3 Lord Wallace of Saltaire (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, we on these Benches share 
the view of the importance of remembering the Holocaust on this anniversary. … 

 

col 4 Lord Jamieson (Conservative): My Lords, I associate these Benches with the noble 
Baroness’s comments earlier. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F27FBD98-9251-435A-9AD2-
FDF33F86D866/LocalGovernmentFunding#contribution-92910977-716E-43B6-87E2-
C6D3471A07EC  

 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/C0FADB11-4828-4ACB-8F23-12824596BA01/FiscalPolicyDefenceSpending#contribution-950A7070-B826-41CE-B247-7004F2C56FC6
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/C0FADB11-4828-4ACB-8F23-12824596BA01/FiscalPolicyDefenceSpending#contribution-950A7070-B826-41CE-B247-7004F2C56FC6
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/C0FADB11-4828-4ACB-8F23-12824596BA01/FiscalPolicyDefenceSpending#contribution-950A7070-B826-41CE-B247-7004F2C56FC6
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/575F4FF2-1D54-45A3-9647-E717983B341A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C642378E-CBFB-445F-B7B4-8566F29CD26A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/575F4FF2-1D54-45A3-9647-E717983B341A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C642378E-CBFB-445F-B7B4-8566F29CD26A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-27/debates/575F4FF2-1D54-45A3-9647-E717983B341A/TopicalQuestions#contribution-C642378E-CBFB-445F-B7B4-8566F29CD26A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F27FBD98-9251-435A-9AD2-FDF33F86D866/LocalGovernmentFunding#contribution-92910977-716E-43B6-87E2-C6D3471A07EC
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F27FBD98-9251-435A-9AD2-FDF33F86D866/LocalGovernmentFunding#contribution-92910977-716E-43B6-87E2-C6D3471A07EC
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-27/debates/F27FBD98-9251-435A-9AD2-FDF33F86D866/LocalGovernmentFunding#contribution-92910977-716E-43B6-87E2-C6D3471A07EC
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Downing Street 

PM speech at Holocaust Memorial Day UK National Ceremony: 27 January 2025 
Earlier this month, my wife and I were in Block 27 of Auschwitz searching for members of 
her family in the Book of Names. It was harrowing. 
We turned page after page after page just to find the first letter of a name. It gave me an 
overwhelming sense of the sheer scale of this industrialised murder. 
And every one of those names, like the names we were looking for – was an individual 
person. Someone’s mother, father, brother, sister brutally murdered, simply because they  

were Jewish. … 
People told to bring their belongings like the piles of pots and pans I saw myself. The 
commandant living next door bringing up his family, the normalisation of murder, like it was 
just another day’s work. 
In Auschwitz, I saw photographs of Nazi guards standing with Jewish prisoners staring at 
the camera – completely indifferent – and in one case, even smiling. It showed more 
powerfully than ever how the Holocaust was a collective endeavour by thousands of 
ordinary individuals utterly consumed by the hatred of difference. 
And that is the hatred we stand against today, and it is a collective endeavour for all of us 
to defeat it. 
We start by remembering the six million Jewish victims and by defending the truth against 
anyone who would deny it. So we will have a National Holocaust Memorial and Learning 
Centre to speak this truth for eternity.  
But as we remember, we must also act. Because we say never again, but where was never 
again in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur, or the acts of genocide against Yazidi. 
Today, we have to make those words mean more. So we will make Holocaust education a 
truly national endeavour. 
We will ensure all schools teach it and seek to give every young person the opportunity to 
hear a recorded survivor testimony. … 
As I left Block 27, I saw the words of Primo Levi. It happened, it can happen again: that is 
the warning of the Holocaust to all of us. 
And it’s why it is a duty for all of us to make “never again” finally mean what it says: Never 
again. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-holocaust-memorial-day-uk-
national-ceremony-27-january-2025 
 
-------------------- 
 
UK Prime Minister On this day in 1945, the Auschwitz concentration camp was liberated. 
80 years on, we remember the six million Jewish victims. Today we make a pledge: to fight 
the poison of antisemitism and hatred in all its forms. Holocaust survivors Renee, Vera 
and Arek share their stories. [plus video] 
https://x.com/10DowningStreet/status/1883815307917087151  
 
Keir Starmer On Holocaust Memorial Day, we remember the six million Jewish people 
who were brutally murdered. Today and every day, we stand against the poison of 
antisemitism and hatred in all its forms. 
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1883789096184906183  
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-holocaust-memorial-day-uk-national-ceremony-27-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-at-holocaust-memorial-day-uk-national-ceremony-27-january-2025
https://x.com/10DowningStreet/status/1883815307917087151
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1883789096184906183


 8 

 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

The Foreign Secretary David Lammy gave a speech at the annual Holocaust 
Memorial Day reception co-hosted with the Israeli Embassy held at the Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Office. 
… Many of you will have seen Prime Minister Keir Starmer visiting Auschwitz recently. 
I can distinctly remember my own visit there some years ago, and the many stories on 
display. 
The raw emotion of seeing a site of such evil. Such suffering. Such loss. 
80 years on from the liberation, we must face up to the reality described so eloquently by 
Auschwitz survivor, Primo Levi: Everyone needs to know that Auschwitz existed… 
Auschwitz is outside of us, but it is all around us, in the air. The plague has died away, but  

the infection still lingers and it would be foolish to deny it. 
Foolish, indeed. 
As a black man descended from the Windrush generation, as MP for the most diverse 
constituency in Britain – including, I am proud to say, a thriving Jewish community. And 
now, as Foreign Secretary, I see all too many signs of that lingering infection. 
Auschwitz did not start in its gas chambers. Genocide does not start with genocide. It starts 
with denial of rights. With attacks on the rule of law. With a festering resentment of the 
other. 
And so, as Levi and so many other survivors rightly insisted, it is a duty for us all to reflect 
on what had happened. ‘Never again’ is a solemn promise which we owe to the victims, 
but also which we must uphold for our own sake, and for the sake of future generations. 
We need Holocaust remembrance. Holocaust education. Action against antisemitism - it is 
how we build a better future for us all together. … 
The world of the 1930s and ‘40s can feel ever more distant from our high-tech world of 
today. The next generation risks being distracted, clickbait making it all too easy not to 
grasp the full horror of the Holocaust. 
We therefore need to find new ways to tell the story. 
To capture people’s imagination – young people’s most of all, and prompt real reflection. 
We need them to understand what a catastrophic moral failure for humanity Auschwitz 
was, and how the seeds of such a catastrophe are still around us. … 
And I am choosing once again to work with all who share this hope to try to make sure they 
do. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-on-holocaust-
memorial-day-january-2025 
 
-------------------- 

 
Lord Pickles visits the Netherlands to honour victims of the Holocaust 

UK Special Envoy on Post-Holocaust issues Lord Pickles … visited the Netherlands … to 
take part in commemoration events in the lead up to International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on 27 January, remembering the 6 million Jewish men, women and 
children and other groups who lost their lives during the Holocaust. …  
Lord Pickles took part in the first evening of the ‘Namen Lezen’ or ‘Reading of Names’ at 
Camp Westerbork.  
From 22 to 27 January, over 100,000 names of the Jews, Sinta and Roma who were 
transited through Westerbork before being murdered at concentration camps at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and Sobibor were read out. 
Lord Pickles also attended the reopening of Herinneringscentrum (Memorial Centre) 
Apeldoornsche Bosch, hearing from a relative of one staff member of the former Jewish 
psychiatric institution,  who  was  arrested and deported to Auschwitz on the night of 21 to  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-on-holocaust-memorial-day-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretary-speech-on-holocaust-memorial-day-january-2025
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22 January 1943. 
Almost 1,400 residents and staff members were deported on that evening and the days 
that followed. None survived. … 
Lord Pickles also had moving meetings with representatives of the Jewish Community in 
Amsterdam and heard from the Dutch National Coordinator for Tackling Antisemitism, 
Eddo Verdoner, about the Dutch government’s multi-year antisemitism strategy … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lord-pickles-visits-the-netherlands-to-honour-
victims-of-the-holocaust  
 
-------------------- 
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office "For me, Holocaust remembrance 
means respect for everybody, whatever their religion or the colour of their skin." Foreign 
Secretary @DavidLammy met with Holocaust survivor Janine Webber today at the 
FCDO's Holocaust Memorial Day commemoration. #HolocaustMemorialDay 
#WeRemember [plus video] 
https://x.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1883938383380279561 
 
David Lammy Today on #HolocaustMemorialDay, we remember the 6 million Jewish 
people and all those who lost their lives in the Holocaust. Their stories remind us why we 
must all stand against hatred and ensure such atrocities are never repeated. #NeverAgain 
[plus photo] 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1883817430784589883  
 
Hamish Falconer Today, on #HolocaustMemorialDay, we remember the six million Jews 
murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators. At the FCDO’s commemoration, co-hosted 
with @IsraelinUK, it was an honour to hear Holocaust survivor Janine Webber BEM tell 
her and her family’s story. [plus photos] 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883918727193977230  
 
Hamish Falconer Holocaust Memorial Day this year marks 80 years since the liberation 
of the infamous former Nazi concentration and death camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau, in 1945. 
Today presents an important opportunity for people from Lincoln to reflect on the darkest 
times of European history. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883823692519723428  
 
Hamish Falconer I witnessed the powerful 'In Their Footsteps' exhibition featuring 3D-
printed shoes - touching symbols of Holocaust remembrance. These shoes and the stories 
they represent are a stark reminder of why we must #NeverForget [plus photo] 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883918753097998838  
 
Hamish Falconer I pledge to remember the six million Jewish men, women and children 
who were murdered in the Holocaust and speak out against all forms of antisemitism, 
which in recent months has risen exponentially and which needs to be tackled head on. 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883823696940507441  
 
Anneliese Dodds Today we mark the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and 
remember the six million Jews murdered at the hands of the Nazis. We will remember 
them and build a world where such atrocities cannot happen again. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/AnnelieseDodds/status/1883895330812645461  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lord-pickles-visits-the-netherlands-to-honour-victims-of-the-holocaust
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lord-pickles-visits-the-netherlands-to-honour-victims-of-the-holocaust
https://x.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1883938383380279561
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1883817430784589883
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883918727193977230
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883823692519723428
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883918753097998838
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883823696940507441
https://x.com/AnnelieseDodds/status/1883895330812645461
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Home Office 

Yvette Cooper 80 years since the liberation of Auschwitz, we remember six million Jews 
murdered in the Holocaust and all victims of the Nazis. As we honoured survivors at the 
Guildhall today, their courage is an inspiration and a reminder never to forget where hatred 
leads #HMD2025 [plus photo] 
https://x.com/YvetteCooperMP/status/1883994044629676277  
 
 
 

Scotland Office 

UK Government in Scotland marks Holocaust Memorial Day 
Scotland Office Minister Kirsty McNeill marked Holocaust Memorial Day by urging Scots 
to "unite in the stand against hatred, intolerance and prejudice" … 
Minister McNeill was shown around the Scottish Jewish Heritage Centre, located within 
Garnethill Synagogue … 
Here she heard more about the community’s history and vast contributions to life in 
Scotland, the venue’s Holocaust education programmes and modern day antisemitism 
challenges. 
The Minister also hosted a pre-HMD event at the UK Government’s Edinburgh hub, Queen 
Elizabeth House, with Gillian Field - daughter of Holocaust survivors Henry Wuga MBE 
and Ingrid Wolff BEM. … 
Minister McNeill said: The annual Holocaust Memorial Day is a moment for us all to pause, 
reflect, and remember the six million Jews murdered during the Holocaust. It also 
commemorates other victims of Nazi persecution, those who died in more recent 
genocides, and educates about the importance of continuing to unite in the stand against 
hatred, intolerance and prejudice. 
For the past 200 years the Jewish community has made a significant contribution to life in 
Scotland, a nation which I’m proud to say played a key role in providing sanctuary to so 
many refugees. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-in-scotland-marks-holocaust-
memorial-day  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Mirrin Kirkpatrick (Holocaust Educational Trust): … We took part in the trust’s lessons 
from Auschwitz project as students from Dumfries high school. As part of the project, we 
heard from a Holocaust survivor and took part in a one-day visit to former Nazi 
concentration and death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. On our return, we are sharing what 
we have learned with our school. 
Visiting Auschwitz was an experience that I will never forget. Seeing the site truly put into 
perspective the stories of victims and the scale of the Holocaust. One moment that has 
stayed with me was walking into the room with piles of human hair and other belongings 
from victims of the camp. Shaving the heads of victims was one of the first ways that they 
were stripped of their humanity. That brought home to me the importance of rehumanising 
victims of the Holocaust and remembering individual stories. 
We were privileged to hear from survivor Eva Clarke BEM. … As we mark the 80th 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, I know that survivors will not be able to share 
their stories forever. As the younger generation, we are committed to the responsibility of 
ensuring that those stories live on by sharing testimonies such as Eva’s. 

 

Sarah-Jane  McKeown  (Holocaust  Educational  Trust): … We  want to emphasise the  
 

https://x.com/YvetteCooperMP/status/1883994044629676277
https://hmd.org.uk/resource/henry-wuga-mbe/
https://hmd.org.uk/resource/henry-wuga-mbe/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-in-scotland-marks-holocaust-memorial-day
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-government-in-scotland-marks-holocaust-memorial-day
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importance of commemorating this day every year, especially since it is the 80th 
anniversary. To this day, people deny the Holocaust, and we want our fellow students to 
know that it really happened and that there is much evidence to prove that. Through the 
trust, we have heard from survivors and have seen the sites, so we are committed to 
safeguarding the future of Holocaust education. 
As an ambassador for the trust, I pledge to help to ensure that my generation remembers 
the 6 million men, women and children who were killed in the Holocaust, and, as survivors 
grow fewer and frailer, to keep their memories alive. … 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-28-01-2025?meeting=16226&iob=138592   
 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister On #HolocaustMemorialDay, First Minister John Swinney is taking part in 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust's #LightTheDarkness campaign. He lit a candle in memory 
of those who were murdered during the Holocaust and as a reminder that we must stand 
against prejudice and hatred today. [plus video] 
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1883976058673758382   
 
First Minister On #HolocaustMemorialDay First Minister @JohnSwinney has honoured 
the millions of Jewish people that were murdered at the hands of the Nazis during the 
Holocaust. He paid tribute to everyone who continues to be affected by the Holocaust and 
genocide across the world. 
Today, on Holocaust Memorial Day, we honour the 6 million Jews murdered by the Nazis 
– in one of the darkest chapters in human history. 
And, as we proclaim “never again”, we also reflect on the subsequent genocides, in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Dafur. 
Today, vulnerable communities in Scotland hold very real concerns. Particularly, the 
continuing threats of antisemitism and Islamophobia. 
To those communities, Scotland is your home – where you should feel free to celebrate 
who you are without fear. 
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1883815170738151652   
 
John Swinney Today, on #HolocaustMemorial Day, we honour the memory of the six 
million Jews murdered in the Holocaust and all victims of Nazi persecution. 80 years since 
the liberation of Auschwitz, their stories remind us why we must never forget and must 
stand against hatred. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/JohnSwinney/status/1883945276878250233   
 
ScotGov Education Holocaust Memorial Day is a chance to reflect on the millions of 
Jewish people who were murdered during the Holocaust and why we must stand against 
all forms of hatred. Education has a vital role to play, which is why @ScotGov supports  
@VisionSchools, @HolocaustUK and @HMD_UK. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/ScotGovEdu/status/1883844364570366144   
 
 

Welsh Senedd Oral Answers 

Questions to the First Minister 
Darren Millar (Conservative): First Minister, can I welcome the Welsh Government 
statement, last week, to mark Holocaust Memorial Day and the eightieth anniversary of 
the liberation of Auschwitz Birkenau? It’s right that Members of this Senedd come together  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-28-01-2025?meeting=16226&iob=138592
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-28-01-2025?meeting=16226&iob=138592
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1883976058673758382
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1883815170738151652
https://x.com/JohnSwinney/status/1883945276878250233
https://x.com/ScotGovEdu/status/1883844364570366144
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to mark the horrors of the Holocaust, to remember the 6 million Jews and other victims 
who perished at the hands of the evil Nazi regime and to renew our commitment together, 
here in this Senedd, to address antisemitism and hate in our society. …  
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14808#C648035  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at 
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14806#A93514  
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statements 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Declan Kearney (Sinn Féin): Holocaust Memorial Day is an important time to reflect on 
the most horrific atrocities committed against humanity. It marks the most deplorable acts 
of genocide against millions of victims. During World War II, fascism murdered six million 
Jewish men, women and children, including disabled people, members of the LGBT+ 
community, ethnic minorities and political prisoners. The Holocaust is one of the darkest 
episodes in modern human history. 
Holocaust Memorial Day is a call to action by everyone committed to human rights and 
democracy. It demands that we collectively stand against all forms of xenophobia, racism 
and discrimination. Our moral duty must be to champion equality, justice and peace, and 
to stand firmly against genocide in both the past and the present day. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=
424824#4758628  

 
Holocaust Memorial Day 

Steve Aiken (UUP): Today is Holocaust Memorial Day. The date of 27 January is chosen 
because it marks the moment 80 years ago when the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camps 
were liberated. Last week, on BBC Radio 4, Ivor Perl BEM, a camp survivor, spoke of the 
horrors of the Holocaust, the murder of six million Jews and the need for remembrance. 
As he said, that need for remembrance has never been greater as the vile scourge of 
antisemitism has re-emerged with vehemence. 
I am proud that the Assembly debated and agreed to adopt the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance definition of antisemitism in April 2021, that, as an Assembly, we 
recognise that the scourge of antisemitism has to be combated, and that, all too 
regrettably, far too many across this island use antisemitic tropes on an almost daily basis, 
thinly disguised, if at all, under the banner of criticism of Israel. That criticism is without 
balance and regularly ignores the ongoing violence across the Middle East, eastern 
Europe and beyond. It seems that, because Israel is involved, it is somehow acceptable 
to focus wholly on the Jewish community and go for wholesale victim-blaming of that 
community at every opportunity. For the avoidance of doubt, that is not legitimate criticism 
but blatant antisemitism. 
One of the worst examples has come from the Irish state. Across the United States, all 
over Europe and amongst the Jewish people, Ireland is now seen as a haven of 
antisemitism. Anyone who saw the disgraceful hauling away of a pregnant Jewish 
academic, who was making a dignified and silent protest at the Irish president's 
politicisation of remarks at the Holocaust memorial event in Dublin yesterday, will be in no 
doubt about the ingrained antisemitism now prevalent on this island. While self-awareness 
was never a trait that could be laid at President Higgins's door, especially after he blamed 
the Israeli embassy for leaking his remarks about the leadership of the Iranian regime, we 
should heed the remarks of the Chief Rabbi of Ireland, who said that the president had: 
"neglected even to acknowledge the scourge of contemporary antisemitism in Ireland, let 
alone do anything to address it." 
At  the  commemoration  in  Dublin of the 7 October massacre,  neither  the  president,  the  
 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14808#C648035
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14806#A93514
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=424824#4758628
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=424824#4758628
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Taoiseach nor the Tánaiste thought it worthy to attend a Dublin synagogue in solidarity 
with Ireland's small Jewish community. That was bad enough. However, yesterday's 
blatant attempt to equate the Holocaust with events in the Middle East is beyond revulsion. 
That Simon Harris chose to defend Higgins' remarks just reinforces to the world the real 
state of antisemitism in Ireland. Listening again to Ivor Perl's words about the fear of 
antisemitism in the so-called civilised West, one does not have to look very far from these 
Benches to see how many of our fears are being realised. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=
424824#4758639 

 

The Radio 4 interview with Ivor Perl, referred to above, can be heard at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0kl876v  
 

The Northern Ireland Assembly debate referred to above can be read at 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2021/04/27&docID=
334490#3414146 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Brian Kingston (DUP): I join in the recognition that today is Holocaust Memorial Day and 
the 80th anniversary of the liberation of the concentration and extermination camp 
Auschwitz, where Nazis murdered Jewish people and others who did not conform to their 
twisted vision. We know that our king will be among those attending the commemoration 
there today. 
The Holocaust was the attempt by the Nazis to destroy all Jewish people in Europe. 
Building on centuries of antisemitism, the persecution of Jewish people began as soon as 
the Nazis came to power in Germany in 1933. It is calculated that 6 million Jewish men, 
women and children were murdered in ghettos, mass shootings, concentration camps and 
death camps; also targeted and murdered were Roma and Sinti people, black people, the 
disabled, gay people, political opponents and others. 
On this day, we also remember those targeted in more recent genocides in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Darfur and Bosnia, of which this year is the 30th anniversary. 
On Thursday evening, I joined those attending the Northern Ireland regional ceremony for 
Holocaust Memorial Day at Belfast City Hall. The event was addressed by our First 
Minister and deputy First Minister. There were poignant contributions from those with lived 
experience. First, there was a recorded interview with Professor Peter Lantos BEM, who 
grew up as a member of the Hungarian Jewish community. Of the 800,000 Jews living in 
Hungary in 1944, it is estimated, over two thirds — 565,000 — were murdered in the 
Holocaust. Peter, then aged 5, and his mother were survivors of the Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp, where his father died of starvation. Secondly, there was an address 
by Munira Subašic on behalf of the Mothers of Srebrenica. In July 1995, over 8,000 
Bosniak Muslim men and boys were murdered by Serb forces at Srebrenica, which was in 
a UN protected zone, in just two days. They included 22 members of Munira's extended 
family, including her husband and youngest son. Another participant at Thursday's 
ceremony was Reverend David Kale, rabbi of the Hebrew congregation of Belfast 
synagogue. 
It was encouraging to see young people from a range of schools and youth organisations 
taking part in the ceremony. It is important that we remember those past horrors in support 
of the survivors, for vigilance against future atrocities and because the final stage in every 
genocide is denial. With sadness, we say, "Never forget. Never again. For a better future." 
1https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID
=424824#4758668  
 
 
 
 
 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=424824#4758639
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=424824#4758639
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0kl876v
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2021/04/27&docID=334490#3414146
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2021/04/27&docID=334490#3414146
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=424824#4758668
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/27&docID=424824#4758668
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Council of Europe 

Moving ceremony at the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp 
… Around 50 survivors returned to the death camp and it was decided that at this 
anniversary there should be no political speeches, only the words of survivors. “It was 
deeply moving listening to their testimonies. We certainly needed to listen to them and be 
reminded of what they went through once again. We must never forget.” said the Deputy 
Secretary General. … 
More than 1.1 million people, most of them Jews, were murdered at the Auschwitz 
complex, making it the site of the largest mass execution of human beings ever recorded. 
Let´s remember the words of the survivors today:  
“I was just 6.5 years old when I was liberated, and my memories remain vivid. I remember 
watching from my hiding place as my friends were driven to their deaths. The courtyard 
was empty, and I thought to myself, ‘Am I the only Jewish child left in the world?” … 
“We, the survivors, know all too well the consequences of such hatred. Let us be serious 
about the dangers to democracy. If those preaching division and hatred succeed, we risk 
repeating the mistakes of the past.” 
“Our world is like a very narrow bridge, and the most important thing is to not be afraid at 
all. We must resist fear, even as we witness the rise of antisemitism in today’s world—a 
force that once led to the horrors of the Holocaust.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/moving-ceremony-at-the-auschwitz-birkenau-death-
camp?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fportal%2Fnewsroom 
 
-------------------- 
 
80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz concentration camp: Address by the 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Alain Berset 
The noise of exploding bombs. 
The noise of wailing sirens. 
The noise of trundling tanks. 
But when you arrive at Auschwitz, it is silence you hear – a deafening silence. 
You try to imagine those final journeys in trains of cattle trucks. 
You try to imagine the last words of a child to his father just before they are separated at 
the entrance to the camp. 
You try to imagine the final moments in the gas chamber. 
But how can you imagine the inconceivable? 
1.1 million people – 960 000 of them Jews ‒ were assassinated in Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
How many other millions of lives were destroyed? 
We are gathered here today to say, “we have not forgotten you”. 
We will never forget you! 
This Wall of Names reminds us of the duty we have to them. 
A duty of remembrance. 
And a duty to pass on the message to future generations. 
The trace on the ground of the former Synagogue invites us to ponder many questions. 
It is also a scar on the face of the city. 
Strasbourg and Alsace were profoundly marked by this period. 
Struthof is a stark reminder of this. 
Strasbourg has one of the longest-established Jewish communities in France. 
And this is reflected in the long history of Alsace’s Jewish people, harried by so many 
ordeals but still standing firm. 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
80 years have passed since 27 January 1945. 
 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/moving-ceremony-at-the-auschwitz-birkenau-death-camp?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fportal%2Fnewsroom
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/moving-ceremony-at-the-auschwitz-birkenau-death-camp?p_l_back_url=%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fportal%2Fnewsroom
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The last survivors are gradually leaving us and, with them, it is the living memory of the 
Holocaust we are losing. 
This is why I wanted to be with you on this day of such significance. 
This memorial garden is a ray of light in our vision of one of the darkest hours of Europe’s 
history. 
Because we should never forget that these unspeakable crimes were perpetrated in 
Europe, by Europeans. 
The Council of Europe was born from a desire to see to it that the horrors of the Second 
World War would never occur again. 
It was created to try to build a lasting peace in Europe on the foundation stones of human 
rights, democracy and the rule of law. 
This is also something we should never forget. 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Elie Wiesel was only an adolescent in 1944, when he was deported with his entire family 
to Auschwitz, then to Birkenau. 
I would like to conclude with the words of this great Nobel Peace Prize winner; in his 
memoir, entitled Night, he writes: “To forget the dead would be akin to killing them a 
second time”. 
We must never forget! 
Let us remember them always. 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/80e-anniversaire-de-la-lib%C3%A9ration-du-camp-
de-concentration-d-auschwitz   
 
-------------------- 
 
Statement by Congress President on the occasion of International Day of 
Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust 
“Today marks 80 years since the liberation of Auschwitz, which has revealed to the world 
the horrors of the Holocaust. As we pay tribute to all those who lost their lives, more than 
ever we share our determination to remember where hatred and disregard for human 
dignity can lead. 
“With extremist political discourse and divisive rhetoric on the rise again today, with an 
alarming increase in antisemitic violence and xenophobic hatred, we must continue to 
stand guard of democratic values and principles. Our towns and cities, provinces and 
regions must be bastions of inclusion, equal participation and peaceful living-together of 
all citizens, and safe places for them to live and work. 
“As those closest to the citizens, local and regional authorities are in a key position to 
anchor democratic values in our communities, fight prejudice and foster dialogue and trust 
among residents. It remains our responsibility as local and regional elected 
representatives to stand up against intolerance and hatred and build strong, resilient and 
inclusive communities, to serve as a bulwark against violent extremism”. 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/statement-by-congress-president-on-the-
occasion-of-international-day-of-commemoration-in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-
holocaust 
 
 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE 

‘80 years after the liberation of Auschwitz, we must continue to fight discrimination 
and intolerance’: Francesco Verducci (Italy, SOC), the General Rapporteur on 
combating racism and intolerance of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe 
“Today, as we commemorate once again the anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz  
 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/80e-anniversaire-de-la-lib%C3%A9ration-du-camp-de-concentration-d-auschwitz
https://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/-/80e-anniversaire-de-la-lib%C3%A9ration-du-camp-de-concentration-d-auschwitz
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/statement-by-congress-president-on-the-occasion-of-international-day-of-commemoration-in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/statement-by-congress-president-on-the-occasion-of-international-day-of-commemoration-in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/statement-by-congress-president-on-the-occasion-of-international-day-of-commemoration-in-memory-of-the-victims-of-the-holocaust
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extermination camps, we are aware of the solemn importance of this date. Eighty years 
have now passed since 27 January 1945, when the entire world became fully aware of the 
abominable Holocaust planned by the Nazis. Eighty years during which we have never 
honoured enough the six million Jews and millions of other victims, including Roma and 
Travellers, LGBTI persons, those with disabilities and political opponents, who were 
exterminated in the lagers of the Nazi regime, in the culmination of the inhumane ideology 
of annihilation of the Jewish people and other minorities. 
Over the last decades, we have built peace and democracy based on the remembrance of 
the Shoah and the commitment that it will never happen again. However, this year’s 
commemoration is dense with disquiet, underscoring our obligation to be vigilant and 
determined. The dangerous resurgence of anti-Semitism is a poison that erodes what we 
have built. 
Moreover, across Europe and beyond, the resurgence of far-right movements poses a 
grave threat to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. These forces exploit fear and 
inequality, attempting to undermine the foundations of social cohesion and eroding trust in 
democratic institutions. Once again, they target vulnerable groups and endanger them 
through stigmatisation, scapegoating and dehumanisation. The Jewish community and the 
other groups victimised by the Nazis are, tragically, still among the main targets. Other 
groups, such as asylum seekers and refugees, migrants, Muslims, people of African and 
Asian descent, also face mounting acts of violence and intolerance. 
The danger of extremist movements becomes ever more evident both within Europe and 
outside our borders, fuelled by targeted hate speech campaigns, disinformation, 
authoritarian and discriminatory tendencies. It is the duty of all those who believe in human 
values to work together to strengthen our democracies. 
It is crucial that all politicians and citizens remain united against the dangers of racism, 
discrimination and intolerance. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9739/-80-years-after-the-liberation-of-auschwitz-we-must-
continue-to-fight-discrimination-and-intolerance- 
 
 

Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 

An end to hatred is only possible when we understand the horrors of the past, OSCE 
says on Holocaust Remembrance Day 
This year we mark the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. As the 
living memory of the Holocaust fades, we have a profound responsibility to commemorate 
the victims of this atrocity and to understand its ongoing meaning and consequences, the 
OSCE said on today’s International Holocaust Remembrance Day. 
“Anti-Semitism poses a threat not only to Jewish way of life and culture, but also to 
democracy and a free and diverse society,” said the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Finland Elina Valtonen. “We must continue our tireless work to defend 
our shared values and build a secure region where human rights, democracy, rule of law 
and equality are fully realized.” 
The Holocaust demonstrates the horrific consequences of prejudice and hatred when they 
are not only allowed, but encouraged and rewarded. Governments have a particular 
responsibility for combating and preventing anti-Semitism as well as other forms of hate, 
while at the same time ensuring the safety of all citizens. 
“We must always remember that the truth of the Holocaust is not just a list of statistics or 
dates, but a human story – one filled with unspeakable suffering, but also stories of 
resistance, courage, and survival,” said Maria Telalian, Director of the OSCE Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR). “Understanding the horrors of the 
past gives us a deeper appreciation of the  need  to  combat  hatred  and ensure that what  

 

https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9739/-80-years-after-the-liberation-of-auschwitz-we-must-continue-to-fight-discrimination-and-intolerance-
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9739/-80-years-after-the-liberation-of-auschwitz-we-must-continue-to-fight-discrimination-and-intolerance-
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happened once can never happen again.” 
In an age when technology has made it easier to spread both knowledge and falsehood, 
safeguarding the memory of the Holocaust and its millions of victims is more important 
than ever. We are witnessing an alarming rise in Holocaust denial, distortion and 
trivialization that is not a mere misunderstanding of what happened but a deliberate 
attempt to undermine lived experience and the historical record. This is not just an attack 
on history, but an attack on human dignity. 
We must therefore redouble our efforts to educate both young and old through innovative 
and engaging teaching and content that resonates with people, but at the same time 
conveys the full tragedy of what took place. In this way, we will ensure that the Holocaust 
remains an integral part of our collective memory and that future generations understand 
the depths to which prejudice and intolerance can lead. 
Across the OSCE region we continue to witness anti-Semitism, ranging from online and 
offline hate speech, through threats, to violence. Finding strategies to counter anti-
Semitism requires a comprehensive and coordinated approach that brings together 
government, civil society, faith communities, the private sector, media, and educational 
institutions. Especially on this day, we commit ourselves to promoting tolerance and 
inclusion and to build societies in which diversity is celebrated and the inherent dignity of 
every individual is respected. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.osce.org/odihr/584953 
 
 

United Nations  

On International Day, Secretary-General Urges Fight against ‘Spreading Cancer of 
Holocaust Denial’ 
… Before we begin, I want to acknowledge that more than a year has passed since the 
appalling 7 October 2023 terror attacks by Hamas.  We welcome, at long last, the 
ceasefire and hostage-release deal.  The deal offers hope, as well as much needed 
relief.  We will do our utmost to ensure it leads to the release of all hostages. Since the 
beginning, we have asked for the unconditional immediate release of all hostages and a 
permanent ceasefire in Gaza. 
Every year on this day, we come together to mark the liberation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau.  We mourn the 6 million Jews murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators, as 
they sought to destroy an entire people. 
We grieve the Roma and Sinti also targeted for genocide, the people with disabilities, 
LGBTIQ+ people and all those enslaved, persecuted, tortured and killed.  We stand 
alongside victims, survivors and their families. 
And we renew our resolve never to forget:  Never to forget the atrocities that so “outraged 
the conscience” of humankind.  And never to forget their putrid foundations:  millennia of 
antisemitic hate — manifest in marginalization, discrimination, expulsions and murder. 
This year, our commemoration marks a milestone.  Eighty years ago, the Holocaust 
ended.  And our efforts began to keep the terrible truth alive; building on the work of those 
who chronicled Nazi atrocities as they were perpetrated around them — and against them. 
The courage of survivors in telling their stories has played an enormous role.  We are 
deeply grateful to them all.  But, the responsibility belongs to every one of 
us.  Remembrance is not only a moral act.  Remembrance is a call to action. 
To allow the Holocaust to fade from memory would dishonour the past and betray the 
future.  … 
To know the history of the Holocaust is to know the depths to which humanity can sink.  It 
is to understand how the Nazis were able to commit their heinous crimes, with the 
complicity of others.  And it is  to  comprehend  our  solemn  duty to speak up against hate,  

 

https://www.osce.org/odihr/584953
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to stand up for the human rights of all and to make those rights a reality. … 
Today, our world is fractured and dangerous.  Eighty years since the Holocaust’s end, 
antisemitism is still with us — fuelled by the same lies and loathing that made the Nazi 
genocide possible. 
And it is rising.  Discrimination is rife.  Hatred is being stirred up across the globe.  One of 
the clearest and most troubling examples is the spreading cancer of Holocaust 
denial.  Indisputable historical facts are being distorted, diminished and dismissed. 
Efforts are being made to recast and rehabilitate Nazis and their collaborators.  We must 
stand up to these outrages.  We must promote education, combat lies and speak the truth. 
And we must condemn antisemitism wherever and whenever it appears — as we must 
condemn all forms of racism, prejudice and religious bigotry which we see proliferating 
today.  Because we know these evils wither our morality, corrode our compassion and 
seek to blind us to suffering — opening the door to atrocities. 
The United Nations has long worked to combat antisemitism, through a wide range of 
activities, including our Holocaust Outreach programmes. And we recently launched our 
Action Plan on Antisemitism, recommending the ways the United Nations system can 
further enhance those efforts. … 
Each of us must answer that call:  denounce lies, resist hate and ensure our common 
humanity overcomes division.  These causes are at the very core of the United 
Nations.  We will never forget.  And we will never waver in that fight. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22536.doc.htm  
 

The Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.unaoc.org/wp-content/uploads/Antisemitism-UN-Action-Plan.pdf  
 

------------------- 
 

Marking 80 Years Since End of Holocaust, UN Chief Urges World to 'Never Waver in 
Fight' for Human Rights 
Following is UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ message to International Holocaust 
Remembrance Service at Park East Synagogue … 
The history of the Holocaust is one of total moral collapse, dehumanization, complicity and 
unimaginable atrocities.  But, amidst all the horror, there are also stories of humanity, and 
of courage. 
I think of those victims who resisted Nazi brutality and supported one another with kindness 
and solidarity.  I think of those survivors who have told their stories to the world … We owe 
you — and the children of survivors who made sure those stories lived on — a profound 
debt of gratitude.  And I think of those noble people of conscience who may not have been 
targeted by the Nazis, but were so horrified by what they saw that they felt compelled to 
act. 
That includes a number of diplomats who used their power to save lives.  … 
One important example from my own country, Portugal, is Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes.  Stationed in Bordeaux, as the Nazis approached in 1940, Sr. Sousa Mendes 
faced crowds desperate for visas out of France. 
The orders of the Portuguese Government were clear.  The infamous “Circular 14” had 
been issued, denying visas for refugees’ safe passage to Portugal — with Jews named 
specifically.  Sr. Sousa Mendes decided to disobey and worked quite literally day and night 
to issue thousands of visas, saving countless lives. 
The Government punished Sr. Sousa Mendes for his defiance.  He died in poverty, after 
being expelled from the diplomatic corps without pension.  But, his extraordinary efforts 
have not been forgotten.  In 1966, he was recognized as one of the Righteous Among the 
Nations … 
In that spirit, I am pleased to report that  the  United  Nations  has launched an Action Plan  
 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22536.doc.htm
https://www.unaoc.org/wp-content/uploads/Antisemitism-UN-Action-Plan.pdf
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to Enhance Monitoring and Response to Antisemitism.  We have long worked to combat 
this evil, through a wide range of activities, including our Holocaust Outreach 
Programme.  This new Plan builds on that work …  
We will never waver in the fight for a world that promotes and protects the human rights of 
all. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22533.doc.htm  
 

The Action Plan referred to above can be read at 
https://www.unaoc.org/wp-content/uploads/Antisemitism-UN-Action-Plan.pdf  

 
 

International Criminal Court 

ICC statement on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of Auschwitz Liberation 
The International Criminal Court (Court) commemorates the 80th anniversary of Auschwitz 
Liberation on 27 January 1945. 
On this day the Court recalls where it comes from. The Court was built in memory of terrible 
tragedies, including the tragedy suffered by the victims of the Holocaust and in memory of 
millions of children, women and men who have been victims of unimaginable atrocities 
that deeply shock the conscience of humanity, prior, during and after the Second World 
War. It was created for the sake of present and future generations, with jurisdiction over 
the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole, in order to 
put an end to impunity for the perpetrators of international crimes and contribute to the 
prevention of atrocities. 
Today, as every day since its creation, the Court and its officials stand firmly with the 
victims of atrocities in all the Situations before it, to provide all of them with the dignity, 
justice and hope they all equally deserve. 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/icc-statement-occasion-80th-anniversary-auschwitz-
liberation  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the press release “On International Day, Secretary-General Urges Fight 
against ‘Spreading Cancer of Holocaust Denial’”, and Northern Ireland Assembly 
Members Statement by Steve Aiken “Holocaust Memorial Day” that are included in 
the Holocaust section above. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Visits Abroad 
Chris Law (SNP) [24883] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs, which Israeli officials he met on his visit to Israel in January 2025; 
what topics were discussed; and which issues he raised. 

Hamish Falconer: When the Foreign Secretary travelled to Israel earlier this 
month, he met Foreign Minister Sa'ar and Minister for Strategic Affairs Ron Dermer, 
and discussed ceasefire and hostage negotiations, humanitarian aid into Gaza, as 
well as other regional issues. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24883  
 

 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22533.doc.htm
https://www.unaoc.org/wp-content/uploads/Antisemitism-UN-Action-Plan.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/icc-statement-occasion-80th-anniversary-auschwitz-liberation
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/icc-statement-occasion-80th-anniversary-auschwitz-liberation
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24883
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Hamas: Hostage Taking 
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi (Labour) [24914] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will take steps to ensure that British 
hostages released by Hamas are receiving (a) repatriation support, (b) medical treatment 
and (c) other appropriate support and care. 

Hamish Falconer: We stand ready to provide further support to British and British-
linked hostages and their families and will continue to work closely with Israeli 
authorities in the coming weeks. 
British and British-linked individuals taken hostage by Hamas are also Israeli 
nationals with Israel as their place of habitual residence. The Israeli Government 
has provided extensive support to the families of hostages since 7 October and is 
providing ongoing care to released hostages, including medical treatment. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24914  
 

Israel: Hamas 
Luke Akehurst (Labour) [25018] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to help ensure the 
stability of the (a) hostage and (b) ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas to 
ensure the release of (i) Keith Siegel and (ii) other hostages with links to the UK. 

Hamish Falconer: We welcome the release of three hostages in Gaza, including 
dual British national Emily Damari. The ceasefire agreement must be implemented 
in full. The UK is working with international partners to ensure the stability of the 
ceasefire agreement and to secure the release of all remaining hostages, including 
those with strong UK-links. 
The UK will continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and 
regional partners to build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and 
security framework that supports conditions for a permanent and sustainable 
peace. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/25018  
 

Israel: International Law 
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [25305] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the 
implications for his policies of Israel's operation Iron Wall in the occupied West Bank; and 
if he will make an assessment of the adequacy of Israel's compliance with international 
law. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK has been clear that it is in no one's interest for further 
conflict and instability to spread in the West Bank. The risk of instability is serious 
and the need for de-escalation urgent. We continue to call on Israeli authorities to 
exercise restraint, adhere to international law, and clamp down on the actions of 
those who seek to inflame tensions. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25305  
 

Israel: International Law 
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [25306] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has held with his 
Israeli counterparts on ensuring that actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory comply 
with international law. 

Hamish Falconer: We have always been clear that a ceasefire is just the first step 
towards a lasting solution to this crisis. We must build confidence on all sides that 
helps sustain a ceasefire and move it into a lasting peace. This government is fully 
committed to international law and continues to press the Israeli government on 
issues of international law compliance.  This  government  has  suspended  relevant  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24914
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/25018
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25305
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export licences to Israel for use in military operations in the Gaza conflict, following 
a review of Israel's compliance and commitment to International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL), which concluded that there was a clear risk they might be used to commit or 
facilitate serious violations of IHL. Separately, this government respects the 
independence of the International Court of Justice. We continue to consider the 
Court's Advisory Opinion on Israel's occupation of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) carefully. We are of the clear view that Israel should bring an 
end to its presence in the OPTs as rapidly as possible - but this must be done in a 
way that creates the conditions for negotiations towards the two-state solution. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25306  
 

A Summary of the review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-
law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-
decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account  

 

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf  
 

Gaza: Ceasefires 
Martin Wrigley (Liberal Democrat): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking with international 
counterparts to secure the permanence of the current temporary ceasefire in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: We welcome the agreement to end the fighting in Gaza. It is the 
first step in ensuring long-term peace and security for Israelis, Palestinians, and the 
wider region, bringing much-needed stability, but we have always been clear that 
an immediate ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting solution to this crisis. 
The UK will continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US, and 
regional partners to build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and 
security framework that supports conditions for a permanent and sustainable 
peace. Our attention must turn to how we secure a permanently better future for 
the Israeli and Palestinian people - grounded in a two-state solution that will 
guarantee security and stability for Israel, alongside a sovereign and viable 
Palestine state. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25412  
 

East Jerusalem and West Bank: Ceasefires 
Nadia Whittome (Labour) [25338] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make it his policy to (a) establish and 
(b) support negotiations for a ceasefire in (i) the West Bank and (ii) East Jerusalem. 

Hamish Falconer: Stability in the West Bank and East Jerusalem is crucial to 
ensure that the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. The UK will continue to work with 
Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US, and regional partners to build consensus 
for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework that supports 
conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. 
The ceasefire marks the first step in ensuring long-term peace and security for 
Israelis, Palestinians, and the wider region, bringing much-needed stability. Our 
attention must turn to how we secure a permanently better future for the Israeli and 
Palestinian people - grounded in a two-state solution that will guarantee security 
and stability for Israel, alongside a sovereign and viable Palestinian state. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25338  
 

Israel: Hamas 
Ayoub   Khan   (Independent)   [24399]   To   ask   the   Secretary   of  State  for   Foreign,  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25306
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential 
impact of the Israel-Hamas ceasefire agreement on the (a) presence and (b) activities of 
the Israeli Defense Forces in (i) Gaza, (ii) the Golan Heights and (iii) the West Bank. 

Hamish Falconer: The announcement of a ceasefire agreement is a moment of 
hope after over a year of agony. We have always been clear that an immediate 
ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting solution to this crisis.   As the Foreign 
Secretary said to the House on 16 January, in the first six-week phase we expect 
both parties to stop fighting, and Israel to start to redeploy to the edge of the Gaza 
Strip. The UK will continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and 
regional partners to build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and 
security framework that supports conditions for a permanent and sustainable 
peace.   This government is clear that International Humanitarian Law (IHL) must 
be upheld, and civilians protected. The Foreign Secretary continues to raise issues 
of International Humanitarian Law compliance with the Israeli government. We are 
also clear that we must not lose sight of the serious risk of further instability in the 
West Bank, which is in no-one's interest. Stability in the West Bank is crucial to 
ensure that the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. All sides should work to ensure 
a lowering of tension in the West Bank at this time. Israel has said its presence in 
the buffer zone in the Golan Heights will be limited and temporary, and we have 
been clear that we expect it to adhere to this commitment. It is longstanding UK 
policy that the Golan Heights are occupied territory and we do not recognise Israel's 
annexation of them. Israel's presence in the buffer zone must not become 
permanent. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24399  
 

The Foreign Secretary’s statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-
A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2  
 

Israel: Hamas 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [24397] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to the ceasefire agreement 
between Israel and Hamas, what steps his Department is taking to help (a) secure a 
permanent ceasefire agreement and (b) implement the measures needed for post-war 
reconstruction in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: We have always been clear that an immediate ceasefire is just 
the first step towards a lasting solution to this crisis.  As the Foreign Secretary said 
to the House on 16 January, in the first six-week phase we expect both parties to 
stop fighting, and Israel to start to redeploy to the edge of the Strip. The UK will 
continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian Authority, the US and regional partners 
to build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework that 
supports conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. We have provided a 
£2 million uplift in 2024/25, through a contribution to the World Bank, to increase 
the sustainable supply of water and energy in the OPTs, including in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24397  
 

The Foreign Secretary’s statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-
A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2 
 

Gaza: Minority Groups 
Brendan O’Hara (SNP) [24878] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of the (a) 
humanitarian  and  (b) security situation for  (i) Orthodox Christians and  (ii) other minority  
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communities in Gaza. 
Hamish Falconer: The UK has always been clear that an immediate ceasefire is 
just the first step towards a lasting solution to this crisis. We remain focused on 
pushing for an end to the devastating violence in Gaza, protecting civilians, 
ensuring the release of all hostages and an increase in humanitarian aid into Gaza. 
Officials from the British Consulate General in Jerusalem have regular 
engagements with the Christian community in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
including the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem, to understand the 
impact of the conflict and Israeli occupation on Christian Palestinians. The UK 
champions, and remains strongly committed to, Freedom of Religion and Belief 
(FoRB) for all abroad. It is our firm opinion that no one should live in fear because 
of what they do or do not believe in. We are championing the right to FoRB and 
promoting tolerance and mutual respect through our engagement in multilateral 
organisations, our bilateral work and our programme funding. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24878  
 

Palestinians: Human Rights 
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [25616] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to his oral statement of 16 
January 2025 on the Middle East, Official report columns 511-513, what steps his 
Department is taking to help protect human rights organisations in Palestine, in the context 
of the killing of Ihab Fisal. 

Hamish Falconer: Human Rights are a crucial element underpinning the UK's 
foreign policy, and civil society organisations play an important role in upholding 
human rights. Through our aid programmes, we support human rights 
organisations in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on a range of 
issues. I regularly meet with civil society organisations, including human rights 
organisations, to discuss the current humanitarian situation in Gaza. 
We welcome the agreement to end the fighting in Gaza. It is the first step in ensuring 
long-term peace and security for Israelis, Palestinians and the wider region, 
bringing much-needed stability, but we have always been clear that an immediate 
ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting solution to this crisis. Gazan civilians 
must be protected. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25616  
 

The oral statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-
A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [24865] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, if he will make an assessment of the potential 
impact of reports from the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs of fuel tankers being hijacked at the Kerem Shalom crossing on humanitarian aid 
delivery into Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The deteriorating security situation in Gaza after 15 months of 
conflict has been very concerning. Humanitarian actors including UN agencies 
must be able to carry out their vital work safely and effectively. We welcome reports 
that aid is now entering Gaza safely and at scale. Israel must now continue to work 
with partners to ensure law and order is reestablished in Gaza so that safe 
distribution of aid across the Gaza strip is sustained. The UK is also pressing Israel 
to increase the flow of aid from Jordan and Egypt, alongside more commercial 
goods from Israel, the West Bank and neighbouring countries. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24865  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24878
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25616
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-20/24865
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The OCHA report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.unocha.org/news/un-relief-chief-our-effort-save-lives-survivors-gaza-breaking-point  
 

Gaza: Health Services 
Blair McDougall (Labour) [24725] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to secure the medical 
evacuation of gravely (a) ill and (b) injured children in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: An immediate ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting 
solution to this crisis. The humanitarian situation in Gaza remains catastrophic, with 
many in need of urgent medical assistance. It is vital that Israel ensures that there 
is a sustained passage for patients who need treatment not available in Gaza. 
We have announced £1 million for the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population, 
delivered through World Health Organisation (WHO) Egypt, to support medically 
evacuated Palestinians from Gaza., to support medically evacuated Palestinians 
from Gaza. The UK is also supporting the provision of essential healthcare to 
civilians in Gaza, including support to UK-MED for operating their field hospitals. 
The Government is keeping our humanitarian programme and existing policies on 
medical evacuations and visa pathways under review in response to events in 
Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-17/24725 
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-
visit-to-egypt  

 
 

House of Commons International Development Committee 

UNRWA ban endangers Gaza ceasefire, Committee Chair says 
… The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA) delivers critical services including education, healthcare, aid and sewerage to 6 
million Palestinian refugees and others in Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria and 
Jordan. 
In October 2024, Israel’s legislature passed two laws effectively banning the organisation 
from operating according to its United Nations mandate within Gaza and the West Bank. 
Although the first phase of a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas has now begun, the de 
facto ban is set to take effect on Thursday 30 January. Among the ceasefire’s conditions 
are the entry of aid trucks into Gaza. But UNRWA chief Philippe Lazzarini warned last 
week that the ban could undermine the delivery of aid at a critical moment. 
In a report published this month, the International Development Committee warned that, if 
no replacement was arranged, the ban could cause the humanitarian situation in Gaza 
and the West Bank to “deteriorate rapidly, possibly irreparably,” and would “almost 
certainly lead to further conflict and increased displacement.” 
Sarah Champion, Chair of the International Development Committee, said: 
“Let us be clear: this ban will be devastating for Palestinian refugees across the region. 
Food, water, education, even rubbish collection will all be affected. 
“In the strongest possible terms, I urge the UK Government to do everything it can to get 
all parties round the table and ensure that UNRWA can fulfil its UN-mandated work. The 
success of the current ceasefire hangs in the balance if not.” 
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-
committee/news/204947/unrwa-ban-endangers-gaza-ceasefire-committee-chair-says/  
 
 
 

https://www.unocha.org/news/un-relief-chief-our-effort-save-lives-survivors-gaza-breaking-point
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-17/24725
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-pushes-for-middle-east-stability-on-ministerial-visit-to-egypt
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46289/documents/232730/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/204947/unrwa-ban-endangers-gaza-ceasefire-committee-chair-says/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/204947/unrwa-ban-endangers-gaza-ceasefire-committee-chair-says/
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House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict: Evidence Session 
Q103 Chair (Emily Thornberry, Labour): We are meeting today on Holocaust Memorial 
Day and the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Many of us had that in our 
thoughts today, and we meet against that backdrop. 
We also meet against the backdrop of the great relief on both sides to see a ceasefire, and 
hostages and prisoners going back to their families. This is a further session of our inquiry 
into the conflict in Israel and Palestine.  

 

Q104   Chair: Thank you for your time. We all appreciate you giving it at such an important 
moment. I begin by asking the two witnesses from the Parents Circle-Families Forum, what 
happened in your life that led you to start working for that organisation?  

 

Robi Damelin (Spokesperson and International Relations Manager, Parents Circle 
Families Forum): We are a group of Palestinians and Israelis who have all lost an 
immediate family member. The vision is to create a framework for a reconciliation process 
to be an integral part of any political future peace agreement. … I joined when my son was 
killed by a Palestinian sniper. Actually, one of the first things that I said when the army 
came to tell me was, “You cannot kill anybody in the name of my child.” … 

 

Bassam Aramin (Spokesperson and International Relations Manager, Parents Circle 
Families Forum): Unfortunately, I joined the Parents Circle on 16 January 2007 after I 
lost my 10-year-old daughter, Abir, to an Israeli border policeman in front of her school at 
9.30 in the morning—she was 10 years old. I was familiar with the Parents Circle two years 
before I lost my daughter, because I was one of the co-founders of Combatants for Peace, 
but in my worst dreams I did not want to join this amazing group. … I said to the killer of 
my daughter that it is almost the same, that I consider him a victim—both of them were 
victims of the occupation—and that if he could not ask me to forgive him, he can always 
find me. … 

 

Q105 Chair: … I wondered whether you are in a position … to give us a description of 
what is happening on the West Bank at the moment. Once you have done that, perhaps 
we might also have some evidence as to whether you believe that the increased military 
activity by the Israelis will endanger the Gaza ceasefire. 

 

Alon-Lee Green (National Co-director, Standing Together): … the West Bank has been 
controlled by the Israeli military for the last six decades, and 3.5 million Palestinians are 
living there under the control of our army, without being citizens of the Israeli state. We 
have seen in recent days, starting last week, growing tensions in the West Bank. 
Something that we are worried about is an attempt by the right-wing Government in Israel 
to roll, to translate, the war, the fronts, from Gaza to the West Bank and to maybe 
jeopardise the ceasefire agreement. We see that happening in two major ways. 
One is the military campaign started on the ground just a day after the ceasefire kicked in 
last Sunday—a military campaign that is centred around cities like Jenin. We have seen a 
growing number of casualties, a growing number of roadblocks and growing attacks from 
airstrikes. We are seeing innocent civilians being targeted and ending up dead. We also 
see an immense attempt to narrow down the freedom of movement of Palestinians in the 
West Bank—something that is causing a lot of tensions among the Palestinian population 
there. 

 

Q106 Chair: … It is right to say that every town, every village and every road has gates 
that can be swung across in order to stop movement in and out. Those have been closed, 
have they? 

 

Alon-Lee Green: Exactly. For example, Ramallah, one of the largest cities in the West 
Bank, the capital of the West Bank, has been closed—all entrances and exits—so people 
there are dependent on the Israeli army to allow them to move in or out. You see huge 
traffic jams, lasting hours. People post videos of themselves sitting for seven hours just to  
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move from the school of their child back to their town or home. … 
 

Q107 Chair: … you said that many people had been killed. Are there any reliable estimates 
of how many people have been killed or injured, since the ceasefire in Gaza, on the West 
Bank? 

 

Alon-Lee Green: … according to the Ministry of Health of the Palestinian Authority, we 
are talking about more than 22 casualties since last week. One of them, for example, is a 
two-year-old child, Laila, who was killed with a bullet shot directly in her head. Her mother, 
who is pregnant, was also injured. … 

 

Robi Damelin: … Bassam could tell you about the closure that has been ongoing since 7 
October, about the dire situation economically, about children who are not going to school 
regularly and about settlers who are behaving in a vile manner, rampantly, all around the 
West Bank, with no accountability and in some cases with encouragement by soldiers. 
Bassam lives this on a daily basis. Why don’t we allow him to tell us what it’s really like to 
be there? … 

 

Q108 Bassam Aramin: … I have just, two months ago, come back from Auschwitz, so I 
just want to express my empathy with my Jewish brothers and sisters—the survivors. We 
said, “Never again”. It is never again for everyone. 
We are living in a big jail, with each city separated. For example, Jericho, which is the 
corridor to Jordan for the 3.5 million people in the West Bank, has six gates. No one is 
allowed to enter or leave without the permission of the soldiers, and it takes hours. When 
we talk about the settlers, you need to understand that we are facing military gangs. There 
are no consequences and no rules—they can do whatever they want. They come and take 
goats and sheep from farmers, who cannot do anything—for example, near Jericho. 
You can imagine that they can carry out a pogrom with the sponsorship of the Israeli army. 
They come suddenly after about two hours, and it takes one or two minutes. There are no 
rules, and no security for anyone to leave his house, inside the Palestinian cities; it is not 
between the Palestinian cities. It is simply unbelievable. … 

 

Q109 Robi Damelin: …The Parents Circle has not stopped working for one minute since 
7 October, because of this desire to have some hope. … we created a programme called 
“Listening from the Heart”. It is an online education programme that we created with 
Georgetown University … It is online and has been endorsed by the Federation of 
Teachers union in the States. … 
The most extraordinary thing is that we have more than 80 new members who have lost 
members of their family since October, and many of them have already been speaking up 
for peace. We have two new board members who lost their parents on 7 October. We have 
Palestinians who have lost a huge amount of family members in Gaza, yet they are still in 
the Parents Circle. … 
So I must say that I am very proud that only three families, out of 800, have left the Parents 
Circle and that, despite the powers that be in Israel, who are trying to keep us out of the 
schools, we are continuing to do dialogue meetings. … 

 

Q110 Alex Ballinger (Labour): … Are you doing inter-community work in the UK now? … 
 

Robi Damelin: We would very much like to present this programme to whoever you think 
is relevant—whether a teachers’ union or the Minister of Education… 

 

Q111 Alex Ballinger: I am sure we can facilitate an introduction. … 
 

Rula Daood (National Co-director, Standing Together): We are a grassroots movement 
that works within our society—within Israel. Since 7 October, the only thing we have been 
doing as a Jewish-Palestinian grassroots movement is building political power in our 
society for our demands. The first demand was for a ceasefire, the second demand was 
for an agreement to stop the war, and the third and most urgent demand is to have a real 
future for people living in Israel and Palestine. … 
Too many people have lost their lives. … 
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The real solution is to have a real Israeli-Palestinian peace: a peace that will give the 
Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza the ability to have their own independence, 
not to have military occupation in their lands; rebuild the lives of the people in Gaza, in the 
south of Israel and in Israel; and continue from there to an understanding that, for both of 
us to have real security, we must have peace. For people in Israel to feel safe, Palestinians 
in Gaza and the West Bank need their own freedom and independence; for Palestinians 
to have their own freedom and independence, Israelis must have their own security. … 
The very basic fact is that none of us … is going to pack up and leave the place that we 
call home; it is home for all four of us. … 
It is not just that; we are building our political power. We are building it by organising people 
from different communities within Israeli society. … 
The Israeli Government—the Bibi Netanyahu Government—has sat down with Hamas, 
come out with a deal and are celebrating it, and calling victory on both sides. At the same 
time, tens of thousands of people have lost their lives or homes, and there is total 
destruction. … 

 

Q112 Chair: … We hear … that increasing numbers of people in Israeli society have 
wanted a ceasefire and everybody has wanted the hostages home, but the number of 
people who see the long-term future as Israel living at peace with a Palestinian state as 
neighbours has gone down dramatically. … Is that correct? 

 

Robi Damelin: Yes. 
 

Alon-Lee Green: There is a discrepancy here between the leadership of the Israelis and 
the Israeli people. We are seeing solid support in every poll for the last eight months, 
showing that more than 70% of all Israelis support the hostage deal and a ceasefire deal. 
Even if the question says, “Do you support a hostage deal that includes ending the war in 
Gaza?” the answer of most Israelis is yes. If you ask Israelis, “Do you support a two-state 
solution, together with a regional peace and some reassurances from the Saudis, the EU, 
and the UK and US Governments?” more than 50% of Israelis—a slight majority—in 
opinion polls say yes. It is going down, but we still hold a slight, slight, slight majority. 

 

Q113 Chair: Are you able to share that data with us, or at least refer us to where we can 
find it? 

 

Alon-Lee Green: Yes— 
 

Chair: It contradicts what we are being told about Israeli public opinion. 
 

Robi Damelin: Would it not be very difficult now to make this kind of research? We are 
still at war … If you think about what happened on October 7, the Israeli army was defeated 
then, and when you are defeated, there is humiliation, and when there is humiliation, there 
is revenge. … 

 

Bassam Aramin: If I may say a few words, of course I want to criticise Israel. Honestly, I 
want to say that for me it is a sick society. I do not blame them for being sick under the 
leadership of a war criminal, according to international law. According to even the Israeli 
regime, they consider two Ministers from the Israeli Government as terrorists, as criminals. 
Imagine they are the leaders of Israel today. … 
You believe in the two-state solution. Why can you not recognise Palestine as a state? 
You would save thousands and thousands of lives—especially as the UK, with your moral 
and historical responsibility. 

 

Q114 Alex Ballinger: … Have you been able to do any work in the West Bank or Gaza? … 
 

Alon-Lee Green:  … We built and initiated the humanitarian guard that within six weeks 
started to recruit 1,000 members from our movement to stand in daily shifts between the 
aid trucks and the settlers, facing the settlers, and blocking them from attacking the aid 
trucks. At the beginning it was extremely violent, including knives and attempts to stab. 
The police did not show up. It was an order from the Minister of Police, Ben-Gvir, not to 
interfere and not to stop or arrest any of the settlers. 
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We suffered from a lot of violence, but afterwards, because Israeli citizens were clashing 
with other Israeli citizens—us and the settlers—the police started to show up and separate 
us and make arrests. … 
Another part of the campaign was to call on Israeli citizens to insist on our humanity and 
to recruit and donate aid ourselves—mainly Palestinian citizens. … 

 

Q115 John Whittingdale (Conservative): Both your organisations are seeking to bring 
together Israelis and Palestinians, but on both sides there must have been a degree of 
further polarisation. The Israelis witnessed the horror of what happened on 7 October, and 
Palestinians have seen huge numbers of casualties killed in Gaza. To what extent has 
your task has been made 1,000 times more difficult? … 

 

Robi Damelin: … The Parents Circle will continue to work regardless, but give us time to 
grieve and, now more than ever, don’t look for instant solutions. … 
It is the first time in so many years that Palestine has been on the map. Could you imagine 
what would happen if all these wonderful kids who are demonstrating understood and 
started to support the organisations on the ground that are working to end this conflict? … 

 

Q116 John Whittingdale: … Robi, your organisation has been harshly criticised by the 
Israeli Government, who have claimed that you are equating people who have died as a 
result of terrorism with people who have died supporting terrorism, and for that reason they 
took action against what you were doing in schools. Is that a widely held view, or do you 
see that as an extreme element within the Israeli Government that is not supported 
elsewhere? 

 

Robi Damelin: It is an extreme element in the Israeli Government. … 
 

Q117 Aphra Brandreth: Obviously, since 7 October, the conflict has led to so many 
deaths. … [have] you have seen a change in attitudes, in both Israel and Palestine, 
affecting the nature of your work or the things you are focusing on. 

 

Robi Damelin: Well, there is still the anger. … There is still this overlap of the hostages 
and of people dying every day. Such is the element of trust between the Palestinians, our 
organisation and the Israelis that we continued to work. … when there is no empathy, there 
will be barbarism. And that is what there is. 

 

Q118 Bassam Aramin: It is always difficult; it was not easy at all, but since 7 October—
which has become the “beginning” of the conflict, but it was not, it was 75 years before—
it has become more difficult. … 
We know that, in the end, we will sit down and sign the same agreement. In the Irish case, 
it took 800 years, and like I always say, the Palestinians did not kill 6 million Israelis, and 
the Israelis did not kill 6 million Palestinians—yet—but there is a German ambassador in 
Tel Aviv and an Israeli ambassador in Berlin. That means that we can do it. … 

 

Robi Damelin: One small thing that I wanted to tell you is that, the prisoners who 
perpetrated the murders are being released, and I can tell you that within our group, 
including myself, we already had five members who said … that they should free the 
prisoners if that would bring back the hostages, and I am so proud that they understand 
the sanctity of human life. 

 

Q119 Blair McDougall (Labour): Bassam said something there that, to me, was very 
interesting—that what you need is brave leadership. … 

 

Bassam Aramin: … If, for example, France, UK and Germany, as the leaders of Europe, 
recognised a Palestinian state that they believed in, instead of continuing to fight for 
another 100 years, we could solve the problem in 10 years, or less than 10 years. 
People are very keen to see a solution. You will find people in Gaza even now who have 
more hope than people in Tel Aviv because they are suffering more—it is very obvious—
but the people lack the words. They did not understand that. … I always say to my Israeli 
friends that as long as the Israeli occupation continues, believe me, we will continue 
to sacrifice the blood of our kids from both sides to protect the  holy  stones  of  Jerusalem,  
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and I am not sure whether Jerusalem knows who we are at all. … 
 

Robi Damelin: Please stop importing our conflict into your country and creating hatred 
between Muslims and Jews, because that is what is happening everywhere all over the 
world. … 

 

Alon-Lee Green: … I was born on the day the first intifada started; I had my bar mitzvah 
two months after the second intifada. In between, I was not allowed to go on 
buses, because buses exploded. I have a slight memory—people younger than me will 
not remember this—of our Prime Minister back then shaking the hand of the Palestinian 
leader Arafat. That was Rabin and Arafat. I remember our leaders speaking about peace, 
presenting the idea as an alternative to the reality we are suffering from. 
But younger people than me have grown up with one dominant political figure in their 
life: Benjamin Netanyahu. They do not know a different Prime Minister that is dominant 
since then. They know one idea, and it says, “Jewish life is worth more than a Palestinian 
life. If you, as a Jewish person, want to be safe, we need to control them—the Palestinians. 
We need to send our soldiers to their villages and towns. We need to build walls to the sky 
and barriers to the ground. That is the only possible idea.” … 
The very simple option is this: only peace will bring us security. We will be safe only if 
we do not control millions of people—a different people that is not free, not 
independent and not equal to our rights. … 
The second level is to organise and to build power, because it seems as if people do want 
to have a better life. But even when we see masses of people going out to the streets in 
Israel, they shout “Democracy” sometimes about the Supreme Court in Israel, but it is easy 
to forget that there cannot be democratic freedoms and democratic life as long as we have 
occupation and as long as the occupation moves from the West Bank and trickles down 
into our society. … 

 

Q120 Blair McDougall: … We have seen lots of discussion of the annexation of the West 
Bank, and we have seen some pretty horrifying comments from President Trump about 
moving the whole population out of Gaza. How, in this moment when the dust is settling, 
can you shape the discussion to create that counterweight …? 

 

Rula Daood: … We came to England, we went to Germany, we went to the US and we 
sat with many officials in different Governments. Many told us that after 7 October, Israel 
has the right to defend itself. We answered, “What about Palestinians? Do they also have 
the right to defend themselves? How can we come to a place where people are really 
equal if we only stand on the side of one Government?” … 
We need to understand that the real solution is to step on from just a ceasefire, from phase 
1, 2 or 3 of this war, and into ending all of these wars. This will only happen by a process 
that will bring two independent states. … 

 

Q121 Uma Kumaran (Labour): … If you could make one request to the UK Government 
that is within their control, what would you ask our Prime Minister to do … 

 

Robi Damelin: … When I look at what Gaza looks like, we have to change the 
circumstances of the lives of people on the ground. We have to start understanding why 
people do things. How is it possible that 7 October started? 
If you are a child growing up in Gaza, and every two years there is a war and you have 
nowhere to run, and you watch your mother and your siblings, and you have no hope and 
you have no freedom of movement, what kind of adult will you be? If you have been living 
on a kibbutz in some safety for many years, and suddenly 7 October happens, what kind 
of person will you be? If you grow up in Ashdod, Ashkelon or one of the cities around the 
tunnels around Gaza, and you have been exposed to rockets since you were a small child, 
what kind of adult will you be? … 
Actually, I have a solution. We might as well end this on a light note. When the Iranians 
decided to bomb us, I was in Ben Gurion airport. We all went to the shelter, and an ultra-
religious Jewish man started talking to me. He said that his wife had just died. I said, “I’m  
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very sorry.” He said “I’ve got 43 grandchildren.” I don’t know—maybe he thought I was 
going to come and cook for the 43 grandchildren, but it was a way of talking to each other. 
We do not talk to each other, but that has to be encouraged. This man would never have 
started a conversation with me if we had not both been in a shelter in Ben Gurion airport. … 

 

Alon-Lee Green: … Two things are happening at the same time. 
One is that we are in phase 1 of the ceasefire agreement, which releases the 33 hostages; 
some of them have been released already, and others will be released in the next 30-
something days. That ceasefire phase also allows Palestinians to go back to their villages, 
cities and homes, although I think that that is too much of a word to use, because most of 
them will find a destroyed home. … 
The second thing that is happening is the expansion of the military campaign in the West 
Bank. I have just read on the news that the IDF campaign was expanded to another city 
in the West Bank in the last hour: to Tulkarem from Jenin. … 
If what we see now is 10 months or five months of devastation, of starvation or of 
destruction in the West Bank, we will all lose. We need to remember that the West Bank 
is a place where millions of people have been living for decades without basic human or 
civil rights. … 

 

Rula Daood: … Right now, our Government and the leadership of Hamas—which remains 
and will become strong in the coming years, because that is what happens after each and 
every war between Israel and Hamas—need a much stronger voice from other countries 
and other Governments … I think and believe that you have the leverage to put that 
pressure on our Government, and it is very much needed right now. If there is one thing 
that we understand and that we see, it is that people understand that the status quo from 
before 7 October cannot be maintained any more. … 

 

Bassam Aramin: … The fighters of Hamas, the people of Hamas or the terrorists of 
Hamas—whatever you call them—who committed the attack on 7 October were 10 to 12 
years old back in 2014 when Israel attacked Gaza. Now, when more than 50,000 people 
have been killed, and with this destruction, imagine your children or yourself living in 
Gaza. … 
Imagine if there were a peace agreement, with a Palestinian state, between Palestine and 
Israel: we will never see 7 October. Hamas, Fatah, the PLO—they are all the creations of 
Israel, only because of the occupation. End the occupation and Hamas will disappear, al-
Fatah will disappear and the PLO will disappear. … 

 

------ 
 

Q123 Chair: What is the objective of ALLMEP, and which organisations are a part of it? … 
 

John Lyndon (Executive Director, Alliance for Middle East Peace (ALLMEP)): Our 
theory of change is around trying to empower and radically scale the sort of work you are 
hearing about today, in order to make participation in these sorts of programmes reach 
critical mass, rather than being a rare privilege enjoyed by a small number of Israelis and 
Palestinians. 
Today we are going to speak about the level of trauma that you see in both Palestinian 
and Israeli society, particularly among younger people. We want people to be impacted by 
our work, and to have their attitudes and behaviour change. We fundamentally believe that 
the politics—or the lack of politics or a diplomatic horizon—are downstream from a lot of 
the social and political realities bedevilling diplomats over decades. If you can build up 
resilience and strength at grassroots level, it makes diplomacy much more viable—it 
attracts diplomacy, to be blunt, and makes it more sustainable and likely to succeed. 
We know that extremist actors will emerge to try to destroy any diplomatic effort—that is 
what happened in the ’90s and the early ’00s. To be blunt, there are more extremists now 
than there were then. So without that deeply rooted societal and attitudinal reality of 
support for peace and for humanism—pushing back against the de-humanisation that now 
exists between both peoples—it is very hard for us to move policy conversations towards  
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meaningful diplomacy. … 
 

Q124 Chair: … There are severe criticisms of the leadership on both sides. It is in some 
ways reminiscent of the criticism of the political leadership in Northern Ireland. Might there 
be any parallels in terms of the work that was done by civic society in Northern Ireland that 
might point to the way to how things might work in Israel and Palestine? 

 

John Lyndon: … Although no two conflicts are the same, I believe that human beings are 
fundamentally motivated in many of the same ways, regardless of their nationality, religion 
or geographic location. … 

 

Q125 John Lyndon: Take, for example, Parent Circle, which shows the power and moral 
authority of bereaved families to traverse sectarian lines and really speak to the shared 
humanity and grief. Those families were vitally important in Northern Ireland in pushing for 
the Good Friday agreement, and really critical in sustaining it after the agreement was 
reached and in removing extremists from their communities post-agreement. 
The Abraham Initiatives … are a best-in-class organisation working to develop a shared 
society between Palestinian and Jewish citizens inside Israel. That is one of the issues in 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict that most closely resonates with Northern Ireland … 

 

Q126 Chair: … what about the sectarian leaders that we still have in Northern Ireland? … 
 

John Lyndon: … Ultimately, you are all elected politicians … I understand that you are 
limited by what you can and cannot do by consent and the constituencies you represent. 
Fundamentally, civil society shapes constituencies that can push people towards peace. 
You heard from Alon-Lee earlier on about the era of Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser 
Arafat. Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in what is now Rabin square, with 100,000 Israelis 
in attendance calling for peace—that was the reality—driven by civil society. … 
We have that right now, but, unfortunately, it is on the wrong side of the ledger within both 
societies. There are highly mobilised political communities that put pressure on elected 
officials to take more extreme positions. … 

 

Q127 Abtisam Mohamed (Labour): Shahira, I have watched a number of your interviews 
where you speak about the inequality that you have experienced through the work you 
have done at the Abraham Initiatives. Can you talk about some of the work you have done 
in that area and how you have managed to reduce community tensions? 

 

Shahira Shalaby (Co-CEO, The Abraham Initiatives): … we are a shared Jewish and 
Arab organisation in which we work together to ensure equal rights for Palestinian citizens 
of Israel. 
… Palestinian society suffers from unequal rights in Israel. The mission of the organisation 
is to work together with Jewish Israeli partners to push and struggle for equal rights for 
Palestinians in different fields, such as education and political rights in the state of 
Israel. … 

 

Q128   Abtisam Mohamed: How are you engaging Palestinians in the West Bank in the 
work that you do? 

 

Shahira Shalaby: We work inside Israel—our activities are only in Israel. We do not 
engage Palestinians from the West Bank in our activities. … 

 

Q129 Amnon Be’eri Sulitzeanu (Co-CEO, The Abraham Initiatives): The fact is that 
about 20% of all Israelis are Palestinians. They are Palestinian by nationality, language, 
heritage and culture. The Abraham Initiatives models shared society in education, 
services, representation and participation, the public service, universities and hospitals. 
We design viable models that serve as a demonstration and an example of how Jews and 
Palestinians should live, work, spend time and simply interact in a positive way and on 
equal terms together. … 
We design models that enable Jews and Palestinians to interact in a positive and equal 
way together. The bottom line is to experiment with our ideas and get decision makers to 
recognise  the  benefit  of  those  ideas,   and  hopefully  get  them  adopted,  funded  and  
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implemented throughout Israel. … 
… Northern Ireland has been an inspiration for us because part of the political solution in 
Northern Ireland is also based on education—how do you deal with separate schooling 
systems for Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland and for Jews and Palestinians? 
That separation in education is one of the sources of alienation, anxiety and hostility 
between the populations in Israel. We try to erode that segregation. 
One of the ways to do it is a project called shared learning. … It is based on the idea that 
separated schools in the same area, in close proximity to each other, offer their students 
the chance to study one, two or even three subjects together on a weekly basis. We bus 
Arab and Jewish students to the other school every other week, so they simply learn to 
meet each other, get to know each other and develop friendships. … 

 

Shahira Shalaby: You asked how our work affects the general—we call it the original—
conflict between Palestinians and those in Israel, and how we can contribute to the peace 
process. We need to understand that Palestinian citizens in Israel are part of the original 
conflict; they are part of the Palestinian nation, so any regional solution should also include 
dealing with the problem of the Palestinian citizens in Israel. … 
One of our main programmes is about strengthening. We are calling for political co-
operation between Palestinians and Jews in Israel. We try to strengthen the Palestinian 
parties and encourage co-operation between the Zionist Jewish parties and the Palestinian 
parties in order to build political power and influence the policies of the Government of 
Israel … 

 

Q130 John Whittingdale: But there appears to have been a polarisation taking place. … 
To what extent do you think that the Israeli Government, and indeed the more radical 
Palestinians, are signed up to your agenda? 

 

Amnon Be’eri Sulitzeanu: I would say that 10 years ago, there was a consensus in Israel 
that co-existence or a shared society was a desired future for Israel. Probably 80% of 85% 
of Israel, both Jews and Palestinians, would have agreed to that assumption or aspiration, 
but today we are in a completely different reality. The notion of equality between Jews and 
Palestinians, or Jews and non-Jews in Israel, is a controversial one. The majority among 
Jews would not subscribe to that aspiration today. … 

 

Q131 Chair: … I had the honour of going to see a project similar to the ones you are 
talking about, where Israelis, both of Palestinian and Jewish origin, were at the same 
events and the organisation had tried to get them to work together. It seemed to me that it 
worked fine until the Israeli Jewish kids went off to do their military service. Once they 
came back, they did not come back to the group and they were not seen again. … 

 

Shahira Shalaby: I think you are right. You are targeting here one reality we live in: we 
live in the same society, but we are not living the same reality. The Palestinian young 
people who live in Israel finish high school and go to university or work, and the Israelis go 
to the army. Bringing them back is a huge mission … 
When we talk about promoting a shared society, we are not talking about only being in a 
good relationship; we are talking about changing the structures that shape the reality, the 
relationship and the rights of the Palestinian citizens of Israel. … 
In the long term, we believe that the more that we work together, the more that we can 
build the shared space as an equal and safe space for both communities. … 
Our mission is to understand that they do not have the same narrative, but they have the 
same place to live in. … 

 

Q132 Abtisam Mohamed: … Some individuals’ criticism, from organisations, has argued 
that the whole approach might be structurally flawed if we do not deal with the elephant in 
the room … in relation to occupation and settlements. … 

 

John Lyndon: … there is at the heart of your point a very important criticism, which we 
need to understand: you cannot fix this issue via these programmes alone. I want to be 
very clear:  this is necessary,  but it is insufficient.  We need diplomacy married to it … the  
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top-down and bottom-up parts together. … 
There is a cliché that it is all people eating hummus or playing football. That is sometimes 
the entry point, and I will defend it, because it can sometimes be the first encounter that 
will then facilitate a very substantive conversation. It does not always result in agreement—
that is not necessarily the goal—but it creates the connective tissue for dialogue and 
discussion … 
We need to be self-critical about how the programmes change, and examine what has 
shifted following 7 October and the war in Gaza. … 
Over the summer, we conducted the largest dialogue of Israelis and Palestinians since 7 
October. It used artificial intelligence, which is quite interesting. People cannot be in the 
same room as each other, and there is a very interesting technology called Remesh, which 
allows people to find hidden consensus; basically, the technology identifies things that you 
might not hear or pick up on in the conversation, and serves them back to Israelis and 
Palestinians to vote on and see whether they represent their opinion. 
We found a huge number of shared values. It was not necessarily that they wanted exactly 
the same political thing to happen, but there was opposition to violence, the targeting of 
civilians and the taking of hostages, and there was this idea of equality … Beyond that, 
there was support for a ceasefire and a real diplomatic agreement. … 

 

Q133 John Lyndon: … Among 15 to 21-year-olds—young Israeli Jews—support for an 
unequal single-state outcome is significantly higher than support for any kind of two-state 
solution. … 

 

Q134 Chair: … when you say “an unequal single-state solution”, what do you mean? 
 

John Lyndon: I mean a single state between the Mediterranean and the Jordan, where 
Jews have political rights and Palestinians do not. There are words for it. 

 

Chair: I thought that is what you meant, but I thought it should be spelled out. 
 

John Lyndon: It is also important to note that, on the Palestinian side, we saw almost 
parity between a two-state solution and a Palestinian version of one state, where Jews do 
not have political rights. Majorities of young Israeli Jews and young Palestinians deny the 
other’s historical connection to the land. … 

 

Q135 Abtisam Mohamed: Have any of the programmes that are part of ALLMEP actually 
made a difference … 

 

John Lyndon: Absolutely. One of our members, Sikkuy, managed to lobby the Israeli 
Government to radically increase funding for Palestinian citizens of Israel via the largest 
ever budget allocation to Palestinian citizens. Regrettably, the current Israeli Government 
reversed that, but it did some good before it was reversed. 
Another of our members, EcoPeace, managed to double the water allocation for 
Palestinians in the West Bank and also managed to clean Gaza’s beaches via the 
introduction of new technology that took sewage out of the water. That is another win/win, 
because it is the same Mediterranean, whether you are an Israeli Jew or a Palestinian. … 

 

Q136 Edward Morello (Liberal Democrat): On the data, you referred to the hardening of 
support among the 16 to 25 youth group. Have you seen any evidence to suggest a 
hardening of support for a single-state solution as a result of the October attacks? How far 
has the dial moved? 

 

John Lyndon: … It is important to note that the youth poll that I mentioned was conducted 
in July 2023, so before 7 October, but during a big military operation in Jenin. It was not 
comparable to 7 October, but it was a high-intensity moment. 
Since then, the joint poll that was conducted by Khalil Shikaki in Palestine and by Israeli 
polling partners shows that, among younger Israelis, only 19% support a two-state 
solution, although that does not necessarily suggest that the other 81% support a non-
democratic outcome. There is a large amount of support for the status quo. … 
The status quo is  one  unequal  state,  essentially;  there are   not  two  states.  If  you  put  
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together support for the status quo and support for a single state with permanent inequality, 
that is quite a large number of people, but the silver lining is that support for the status quo 
is evaporating. … 

 

Q137 Edward Morello: But when you have the President of the United States of America 
talking about depopulating Gaza, which is about creating a single ethnically homogenous 
land, for want of a better word, does that lend weight to those people who are advocating 
for a single-state solution? … 

 

John Lyndon: Yes. Also, I would say that President Trump is quite popular in Israel, 
relative to almost any other country … 
The other point I would make, though, is that the people who will be out on the streets 
dependably opposing annexation every day, putting their bodies on the line at 
demonstrations, are our members. … 
Annexation is a very bad idea, on Israeli self-interested terms. Israelis, in Hebrew, giving 
a security analysis and national self-interest analysis, can be more effective at shifting the 
dial than Security Council meetings can be. … 
One of the dangers of annexation is that—this happened in 2020—the debate becomes 
annexation or the status quo. That is not good enough. We need to have an alternative 
that is about transforming towards a negotiated two-state solution and an end to the conflict 
that can provide security … 

 

Q138 Abtisam Mohamed: On the point of annexation, how do we deal with the reality that 
is happening now? … 

 

John Lyndon: … When an Israeli-Palestinian encounter is happening, the Palestinian has 
usually traversed many checkpoints to be there. The first conversation almost immediately 
is about the structural inequality, because one person drove there in their car and it took 
20 minutes; the other person might have had a rifle pointed at their face and crossed a 
checkpoint. So it is not subtext; it is text when people come into the room. 
There is a power differential, but one thing the Palestinians have is the ability to explain to 
and educate Israelis who are not aware—and it really is not their fault. This is not in the 
media. It is not in the forefront of the discussion inside Israel about the reality of occupation 
in the West Bank or the reality in Gaza. … 

 

Q139 John Lyndon: … The UK has reduced its support for this sort of work by over 60%, 
at a time when we really are seeing much greater need … 
If the UK was to lead on any one ambition within this space, I believe, first of all, that civil 
society has one of the highest returns on investment. It is also one of the most modest 
investments relative to the other priorities. … 
It is important to note that last summer the G7 adopted new language on the centrality and 
importance of civil society peacebuilding, and the need to institutionalise and co-ordinate 
it as part of the strategy towards Israel-Palestine. However, it is a priority that requires a 
leader. I think it is unlikely that President Trump and the United States will lead it, and I do 
not see another Government within the G7 with the stability, or the focus, or the statement 
that we have seen Prime Minister Starmer make. That is a real opportunity … 

 

Q140 John Lyndon: … one of the main points is to bring everybody together to co-
ordinate, not just the investments but the impact. … 

 

Q141 John Lyndon: The executive order that President Trump announced last Monday 
had a 90-day term and then that was confirmed in a leaked cable on Friday that came from 
the State Department. Essentially, funding is being frozen—not all, but almost all global 
funding is being frozen. This is not about Israel-Palestine; this is every funding priority. 
And then an evaluation will take place. … 

 

Q142 Chair: Internationally—not just in Israel? 
 

John Lyndon: No, globally. In fact, there was a carve-out—an exemption—for security 
assistance to Israel and Egypt. 
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Q143 Phil Brickell (Labour): … to what extent do you think that the work that you and 
your member organisations are undertaking, in working with communities to build bridges 
in Israel-Palestine, can also contribute to greater community cohesion here in the UK? 

 

John Lyndon: … the No.1 reason to do it is that it can really move the needle in Israel-
Palestine and make diplomacy and a just and equitable peace possible; that should be our 
focus. But without spending any more money, what you are also doing is 
demonstrating, first of all, that the UK is leading on this priority of bringing Israelis and 
Palestinians together, of creating solidarity, interdependence and a real sense of 
community between Palestinians, Muslims, Christians and Jews. 
That would actually change, I think, the way our communities here are perceiving the UK’s 
position towards the conflict. You then bring them here. I do this work with other countries, 
where they do not speak English as their first language, but so many Israelis and 
Palestinians you are hearing from today are able to speak fluent English to communities 
here straight away; that is one of the great benefits. They can talk to synagogues, 
mosques, churches, community groups and councils, and they can thank them for the UK’s 
leadership in scaling this work and tell them how it is transforming their cities, towns and 
communities by providing a model for how we can conduct inter-community relations here 
in the United Kingdom. … 
This is a way of us exporting resources for peacebuilding in Israel and Palestine and 
importing peacebuilders. … 
I have witnessed these sessions and seen young British citizens spend 90 minutes with 
Israeli and Palestinian peacebuilders. They see them as fully rounded human beings 
rather than caricatures, and they understand the nuances and the friendship of these 
Israelis and Palestinians, which is not just at a superficial level. … 

 

Q144 Phil Brickell: … what do you think the UK Government can do to support those 
endeavours to increase that partnership working? 

 

John Lyndon: The first is to lead on the creation of an international fund for Israeli-
Palestinian peace to be able to scale the work in the region that is required. It is then about 
developing, as a component of that, an internal strategy here in the UK with the 
Department for Communities and Local Government and the Department for Education on 
how it is integrated within how we do community engagement and education in the UK, 
and to encourage other countries to do it too. … 

 

Q146 Blair McDougall: Just so we have it on the record, because we touched on it earlier, 
why exactly is the annexation of the West Bank, proposed by some, such a bad idea for 
the prospects of peace in the region? 

 

Amnon Be’eri Sulitzeanu: It is very simple. Annexation will not bring us to a situation of 
living in a fully secure society that is based on equality between Jews and Palestinians. 
Eventually after three negotiations, if the Palestinians and the Israelis agree on a solution 
based on merging the two entities—Israel and Palestine—into one large entity, which is 
again based on equality and equal political rights, that is okay, as long as it is done through 
an agreement. Otherwise, if Israel decides to annex the West Bank without an agreement 
or the consent of the Palestinians, it will be a huge mistake and tragedy, and it will never 
get us to a future that is secure for Israelis and Palestinians. 

 

Shahira Shalaby: I would add that annexation means Israel building an apartheid state, 
because the idea of annexation is just to have one state, without giving the Palestinians 
citizenship of Israel. They would not influence the political arena in Israel; they would not 
have the right to vote. That is the idea of annexation. 
Another thing is that the dream of the Palestinians, as has been mentioned in the previous 
session, is to have their independent state. Palestinians have been fighting for around 80 
years in order to have their independent state. They came and said to the Israeli people, 
“Okay, we will share with you our homeland. For us, this is our homeland, from the sea to 
the river, but we are willing to share the land with you.  But  the  one  condition  is for us to  
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have our independent state.” … 
You asked why Israeli people, especially young people, do not support the two-state 
solution. It is because for more than 20 years, they have not heard the word “peace”. They 
were born into the conflict. Most of the young people—the students in the universities and 
the young people in the labour market—were born after October 2000, after the second 
intifada, and the only thing that they have heard is “the conflict,” and “the war”. 
Our main mission today is just to bring the dream back to the youngest people in Israel—
to imagine the reality that they can live in peace, without really reshaping the idea of the 
two-state solution. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/15281/html/  
 

Listening from the Heart, referred to above by Robi Damelin, can be accessed at 
https://parentscirclefriends.org/listening/  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

The UK urges Israel to ensure that UNRWA can continue its lifesaving operations: 
UK statement at the UN Security Council 
… President, after 15 months of conflict, we now stand at a rare moment of hope for 
Palestinians and Israelis. Thanks to the tireless efforts of the United States, Qatar and 
Egypt we have a ceasefire deal that has seen seven hostages returned, reunited with their 
families and an end to the violence in Gaza that has claimed so many Palestinian lives. 
We cannot and must not forget the suffering that has brought us to this moment. Lives 
brutally cut short by Hamas. Men, women and children abducted from their families – many 
of whom are still being held while their loved ones suffer in anguish.  
This conflict has also seen over 47,000 Palestinians killed. At least 35,000 children are 
thought to have lost one or both parents. And an estimated 20% of the population has 
been left with lifelong disabilities.  
The levels of destruction in Gaza are beyond belief. … 
now see the release of all remaining hostages, and a sustained ceasefire to allow us to 
move from phase one of the agreement through to further phases. Only then can we 
achieve a lasting peace. 
 We welcome reports that there has been an increase in humanitarian aid into Gaza. This 
needs to be sustained and complemented by much-needed supplies of commercial 
goods.   
To support this vital effort, my Minister for Development has today announced a further 
$21 million in funding to ensure healthcare, food and shelter reaches tens of thousands of 
civilians and to support vital infrastructure across the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
However, the implementation of Knesset legislation on UNRWA risks upending this 
humanitarian response as well as threatening the fragile and hard-won gains made 
through the ceasefire deal. 
The vital work of UNRWA in ensuring that Palestinians have access to education and 
healthcare must also be protected in Gaza as well as the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
These represent the most fundamental of human rights. 
For this reason, the United Kingdom urges Israel, once again, to ensure that UNRWA can 
continue its lifesaving operations and provision of essential services across the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. … 
We also call on UNRWA to continue to deliver their commitment to neutrality. 
Implementation of reforms to strengthen their neutrality remains critical. We welcome 
UNRWA’s commitment to fully investigate any allegations against their employees and the 
continued implementation of the Colonna Report’s recommendations. … 
To read the full transcript see 
 

https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/15281/html/
https://parentscirclefriends.org/listening/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-urges-israel-to-ensure-that-unrwa-can-
continue-its-lifesaving-operations-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  

 

The Colonna Report, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf   
 
------------------- 
 

New humanitarian support for Gaza as ceasefire allows operations to scale up 
… Thousands of civilians in Gaza will receive humanitarian aid funded by the UK. Food 
assistance programmes, water and sanitation services and maternal and children’s 
healthcare are some of the areas which will be scaled up with new funding. 
This will build on UK efforts over the past 15 months which have ensured more than half a 
million people have received essential healthcare in Gaza.   
Within this £17 million package announced today, £2 million in funding for the World Bank 
will support critical water and energy infrastructure construction and restoration across the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs), including in Gaza. The UK’s ongoing support has 
meant 284,000 people in Gaza already have improved access to water, sanitation and 
hygiene services.  
This announcement brings the total UK support for the OPTs this financial year to £129 
million, demonstrating the UK’s commitment to playing a leading role in alleviating 
Palestinian suffering and helping to build security and economic recovery in the Middle 
East. … 
Minister for Development Anneliese Dodds said: The scale of suffering in Gaza cannot be 
overstated and the UN and its agencies, including UNRWA, must be allowed by Israel to 
do their vital work.   
This announcement is part of the UK’s investment in the ceasefire deal, scaling up aid 
operations and helping the most desperate people access healthcare, water, food and 
shelter.   
We must seize this opportunity to get a surge of humanitarian aid to Gaza, all the hostages 
released and a path towards a viable Palestinian state. 
Minister Dodds emphasised the UK will also continue to support the crucial role played by 
UN agencies and NGOs operating in Gaza. This includes UNRWA, which has played a 
vital role in the increase in humanitarian assistance since the ceasefire earlier this month. 
Ahead of the upcoming implementation of Israel’s UNRWA legislation on 30 January, 
which risks jeopardising the humanitarian response in Gaza and the delivery of essential 
services in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, the UK has urged Israel to ensure that 
UNRWA can continue its lifesaving operations for Palestinian refugees. 
Israel has a responsibility under international law to facilitate humanitarian assistance. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-
allows-operations-to-scale-up  
 
------------------- 
 
Hamish Falconer Very concerned by recent fatalities in Lebanon. Now the ceasefire has 
been extended, I reiterate the urgent need to ensure peace & security in Israel and 
Lebanon. The agreement must be implemented in full, including the withdrawal of the IDF 
and deployment by LAF in the south 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883890556969103751  
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-urges-israel-to-ensure-that-unrwa-can-continue-its-lifesaving-operations-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-urges-israel-to-ensure-that-unrwa-can-continue-its-lifesaving-operations-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-allows-operations-to-scale-up
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-humanitarian-support-for-gaza-as-ceasefire-allows-operations-to-scale-up
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1883890556969103751
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Scottish Parliament Motion 

Mercedes Villalba (Labour) [S6M-16219] Amnesty International Report Accuses 
Israel of Genocide Against Palestinians in Gaza – That the Parliament notes the 
publication of the Amnesty International report, 'You Feel Like You Are Subhuman': Israel’s 
Genocide Against Palestinians In Gaza; is gravely concerned that Amnesty’s research 
has, it believes, found a sufficient basis to conclude that the Israeli Government has 
committed, and is continuing to commit, genocide against Palestinians in the occupied 
Gaza Strip; understands that the report documents how, during its military offensive 
launched in the wake of the deadly Hamas-led attacks in southern Israel on 7 October 
2023, the Israeli Government has unleashed what it sees as hell and destruction on the 
Palestinians in Gaza and it considers that this has been done brazenly, continuously and 
with total impunity; notes the view that, as a state party to the genocide convention, the 
UK must uphold its legal obligation to help prevent this crime and immediately end all arms 
transfers to Israeli forces, while pressing the UN Security Council to impose a 
comprehensive arms embargo on all parties to the conflict; understands that Amnesty’s 
findings have implications for the Scottish Government, and recognises concerns, in the 
North East Scotland region and across the country, that Scottish Enterprise’s reported 
continued support for arms companies manufacturing weapons and components that 
could be supplied to rights-violating states, including Israel, might place Scotland at risk of 
complicity with the most serious of international humanitarian law violations. 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16219   
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/8668/2024/en/   

 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statement 

Gaza War: Ceasefire 
Gerry Carroll (People Before Profit Alliance): There has been almost a year and a half 
of genocide in an attempt to annihilate a whole people in the Gaza Strip. It is worth saying 
that Israel, despite committing daily massacres and atrocities, failed in its aims. It stated 
that Hamas would be "wiped out", but it was not. Israel believed that, as a result of its war, 
people would rally behind it. The truth is that, as a result of its actions and killings on a 
mass scale, which were live-streamed, its name is the most toxic that it has ever been. 
During the war, we saw daily and weekly protests in most countries across the world by 
people of all faiths and none. Quite notably, in big cities, we saw a sizeable number of 
Jewish activists who were standing up for Palestine, although that was rarely featured in 
Western media outlets. 
We cannot be complacent, because there is still a lot of work to do to end the occupation 
of Palestine, stop the settlements expanding and tear down those apartheid structures, 
but it is worth saying that people across this island played their part in the stand against 
Israel. Whilst there is tentative relief amongst people in the Gaza Strip and Palestinians 
about the ceasefire, I have no doubt that, if called upon again, people in this country — on 
this island — will come out in their droves. It is worth mentioning that the deal is the exact 
same deal that was negotiated last year. The obvious question is this: what was the 
obstacle? It was — surprise, surprise — Israel's reluctance to sign up to and be bound by 
a peace agreement. 
When news of the ceasefire broke, some people rushed to throw praise on Donald Trump 
for it, but, in recent days, he has shown his true colours, as he seemingly has given his 
support for, once again, the forced movement of millions of Palestinians — into Egypt and 
Jordan this time. Those are countries  that  Palestinians  do not live in or want to go to. By  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16219
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde15/8668/2024/en/
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any definition, that is ethnic cleansing on a mass scale. Almost a week into the ceasefire, 
we have already seen Israel killing Palestinians on the West Bank, including two-year-old 
Laila al-Khatib, who was shot in the head by the Israeli military. Whilst the lives of 
Palestinians obviously do not matter to Israel or the occupation forces, they matter to us. 
That is why we protest and stand up. 
Despite all the talk in this institution about exporting the lessons that can be learned from 
our peace story and all that kind of stuff, it is to the eternal shame of this institution that 
Ministers could not bring themselves to call for a ceasefire whilst a genocide was being 
committed live. That should be an important lesson learned for Ministers of this Executive. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/28&docID=
424825#4761523  
 

 

Scottish Government FoI Release 

Documentation regarding NHS Scotland treating injured Gazans  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202400444705/   
and 
https://tinyurl.com/ewzee7fd   
 

 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

‘No end in sight’: Israeli forces attack occupied West Bank as Gaza ceasefire takes 
hold, say experts 
Israel’s intensified military assault against the occupied West Bank marks a dangerous 
escalation against Palestinians, independent human rights experts warned … 
“We are dismayed by the escalation of deadly violence sweeping through Jenin and the 
rest of the occupied West Bank,” the experts said. “Israel's repression seems to have no 
end in sight.” 
After weeks of tension and crackdown on the northern West Bank by Palestinian Security 
forces, the recent scenes of Israeli military and security forces bombing Jenin, destroying 
vital infrastructure, essential services such as water and electricity, raiding hundreds of 
homes, preventing the Palestinian Red Crescent medics from reaching injured 
Palestinians, attacking large crowds of Palestinian residents in the Jenin Refugee Camp 
and neighbouring cities are only aggravating a deeply unstable situation in the occupied 
West Bank, the experts said. … 
“An alarming number of civilians from the occupied West Bank and especially Jenin 
refugee camp have already been detained and at least 16 people killed, including a child 
that was shot in the head, while at least 3,000 families have been displaced. The Israeli 
Government must instruct its military and security forces to immediately cease any use of 
excessive force and exercise restraint and withdraw its troops from the occupied West 
Bank, as ordered by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in July 2024.” 
These acts of aggression are not new for Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, the 
experts noted. 
In fact, systematic aerial and ground attacks on Jenin, Nablus, Tulkarem and Tubas 
governorates, particularly targeting refugee camps, have been a feature of the Israeli 
assault on the West Bank since 7 October 2023. At the end of August 2024, Israeli 
occupation forces launched a full-scale military operation against these areas, killing at 
least 39 Palestinians, including women and children and injuring dozens. In December, at 
the behest of the Israelis, Palestinian Security Forces attacked Jenin refugee camp, 
resulting in killings and injuries of Palestinians, including children and one journalist. The 
Palestinian Security Forces withdrew from Jenin as Israel started their latest attack on the  

 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/28&docID=424825#4761523
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/28&docID=424825#4761523
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202400444705/
https://tinyurl.com/ewzee7fd
https://www.icj-cij.org/case/186
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city. “The continuity of the violence against Palestinians in the area speaks for itself,” the 
experts said. 
They also noted their concern about the continued detention of journalists by Palestinian 
and Israeli security forces and the recent banning of the news organisation Al Jazeera in 
the West Bank by Palestinian authorities, similar to the ban adopted by Israel in May 2024. 
The experts were gravely concerned about comments by the Israeli Defence Minister that 
sought to justify the new onslaught as a response against “Palestinian terrorism.” The 
Minister invoked the concept of “the iron” wall, coined by Jabotinsky, a founder of Zionism, 
to argue for a crushing, unyielding defence. … 
The violence in the occupied West Bank coincides with unprecedented levels of increased 
colonies’ expansion, armed settler violence, displacement, depopulation and land 
confiscation by the State of Israel including through settler militias. These violations 
continue even after the ICJ concluded that this occupation is unlawful, and Israel must 
dismantle it together with the colonies and its associated regime. … 
“The long-standing impunity granted to Israel is enabling de-Palestinisation of the occupied 
territory, leaving Palestinians at the mercy of forces pursuing their elimination as a group,” 
the experts warned. … 
“Like other indigenous peoples before them, the Palestinian people seem to have been 
abandoned to their fate. We cannot let it happen; this would be the greatest failure of the 
human rights system.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/no-end-sight-israeli-forces-attack-
occupied-west-bank-gaza-ceasefire-takes  
 
 

UNRWA 

Statement by Philippe Lazzarini, Commissioner-General of UNRWA at the United 
Nations Security Council 
Nine days ago, the long-awaited ceasefire in Gaza began. 
We are heartened by the return of Israeli hostages and imprisoned Palestinians to their 
families. 
We are encouraged by marked improvements in the flow of humanitarian aid and in 
operating conditions. 
We hope that the ceasefire will hold and that the tremendous suffering in Gaza will subside. 
UNRWA is the largest UN presence in Gaza, with 13,000 personnel and 300 premises. 
The Agency is critical for supporting a shattered population and the ceasefire. 
And yet, in two days, our operations in the occupied Palestinian territory will be crippled, 
as legislation passed by the Israeli Knesset takes effect. 
At stake is the fate of millions of Palestinians, the ceasefire, and the prospects for a political 
solution that brings lasting peace and security. … 
A peer-reviewed study of death by traumatic injury in Gaza reveals that the mortality figure 
provided by the Ministry of Health is a minimum estimate. 
46,000 deaths is likely an undercount by more than 40 percent. 
The study also confirms that the majority of those killed are women, children and the 
elderly. 
Those who escaped death by bombardment, starvation and disease have emerged shell-
shocked. 
Tens of thousands of people are now returning to the decimated north, to search for the 
living and to bury the dead. 
Across the Gaza Strip, Palestinians are turning to UNRWA – the Agency they have known 
all their lives – for support. 
Curtailing  our  operations  now   –   outside  a  political  process,   and  when  trust  in  the  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/no-end-sight-israeli-forces-attack-occupied-west-bank-gaza-ceasefire-takes
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/no-end-sight-israeli-forces-attack-occupied-west-bank-gaza-ceasefire-takes
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international community is so low – will undermine the ceasefire. 
It will sabotage Gaza’s recovery and political transition. … 
The Government of Israel claims that UNRWA’s services can be transferred to other 
entities. 
In fact, the Agency’s mandate to provide public-like services to an entire population is 
unique. 
Our capacity to directly provide primary healthcare for millions of Palestinians, and to 
resume education for hundreds of thousands of children, far exceeds that of any other 
entity. 
These services can only be transferred to a functioning state. 
The Government of Israel claims that UNRWA plays a negligible role in providing 
humanitarian assistance in Gaza. 
In fact, UNRWA constitutes half the emergency response, with all other entities delivering 
the other half. … 
Less quantifiable, but critical for the humanitarian response and the ceasefire, 
is community acceptance. 
Palestinians know and trust UNRWA. 
For them, UNRWA is the doctors and nurses providing healthcare; the aid workers 
distributing food; and the mechanics and engineers building and repairing wells for clean 
drinking water. 
The Agency’s mere presence brings stability amid profound uncertainty. … 
The relentless assault on UNRWA is harming the lives and future of Palestinians across 
the occupied Palestinian territory. 
It is eroding their trust in the international community, jeopardizing any prospect for peace 
and security. … 
Implementing the legislation makes a mockery of international law and imposes massive 
constraints on UNRWA’s operations. 
We are determined, however, to stay and deliver until it is no longer possible to do so. 
This is not without risk for our Palestinian colleagues, who face an exceptionally hostile 
operating environment fostered, in part, by a fierce disinformation campaign. … 
The Government of Israel is investing significant resources to portray the Agency as a 
terrorist organisation, and our staff as terrorists or terrorist sympathizers. 
Billboards and ads accusing UNRWA of terrorism recently appeared in major cities around 
the world. 
They were paid for by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Google ad campaigns re-direct those seeking information about the Agency to websites 
replete with disinformation. … 
It sets a precedent for governments to accuse a United Nations entity of terrorism as a 
pretext to clamp down on human rights. 
It sets a precedent for criminalizing humanitarian assistance and protection. … 
The objective is to deny Palestine Refugees the right to self-determination and erase their 
history and identity. … 
A clear choice lies before us: 
We can allow UNRWA to implode due to the Knesset legislation and the suspension of 
funding by key donors. 
The repercussions of this implosion will not be confined to national borders and will only 
further destabilize the region. 
Alternatively, we can allow the Agency to progressively conclude its mandate within the 
framework of a political process. … 
Implementing the Knesset legislation will heighten instability and deepen despair in the 
occupied Palestinian territory at a critical moment. 
I am seeking your decisive intervention in support of peace and stability in the occupied 
Palestinian territory and the broader region. 
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First, push back against the implementation of the Knesset legislation. 
UNRWA’s personnel and services are integral to the success of the ceasefire. 
Second, insist on a genuine political path forward that delineates UNRWA’s role as a 
provider of education and healthcare. 
The Agency is essential for ensuring a viable political transition. 
Finally, ensure that a financial crisis does not abruptly end UNRWA’s lifesaving work. 
The Agency cannot continue to operate in the face of extraordinary challenges without 
adequate resources. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-
commissioner-general-unrwa-united-nations  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Antisemitism: Finance 
Ruth Jones (Labour) [25320] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what steps his Department is taking to provide funding to help 
tackle antisemitism in other countries. 

Anneliese Dodds: Antisemitism has no place in our, or any, society and the UK 
has a long-standing track record of fighting it. 
The UK currently holds the presidency of the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA), through which we have worked with IHRA's 35 member states and 
permanent international partners to promote Holocaust education and research and 
combat antisemitism across the globe. 
Under our presidency we also funded IHRA's annual €50,000 Yehuda Bauer Grant, 
which finances a project aiming to undertake new and significant research on the 
Holocaust and antisemitism. 
The FCDO additionally administers the John Bunyan Fund, a designated 
programme for overseas projects focused on Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25320 
 

Information about the Yehuda Bauer Grant, referred to above, can be read at 
https://holocaustremembrance.com/what-we-do/what-we-fund  
 

Information about the John Bunyon Fund, referred to above, can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-10-15/104086/  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  
 
 
 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-commissioner-general-unrwa-united-nations
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/statement-philippe-lazzarini-commissioner-general-unrwa-united-nations
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-21/25320
https://holocaustremembrance.com/what-we-do/what-we-fund
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2020-10-15/104086/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
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Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0128.pdf  

 
** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/58105/documents/5760  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes 

 
Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025) 
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/  
 
** Have Your Say on the Future of Inter Faith Week (closing date 28 February 2025) 
https://faithbeliefforum.org/inter-faith-week-questionnaire/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  

TOP 
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