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Schools: Antisemitism
Jim Shannon (DUP) [24176] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what steps she
is taking to tackle anti-semitism in schools.
Stephen Morgan: Education is a devolved matter, and the response outlines the
information for England only.
The government has committed £7 million of funding to tackle antisemitism in
education in the wake of the unacceptable rise of antisemitism across the country.
£500,000 of this has already been awarded to the University Jewish Chaplaincy to
continue providing welfare support for Jewish students on our university campuses.
A £4.35 million Tackling Antisemitism in Education procurement closed for tender
applications on 16 January 2025, these are due to be evaluated. This procurement
seeks to equip staff from across England’s educational settings with training and
resources to build confidence to identify and deal with incidents of antisemitism.
The remaining funding will go towards a future Tackling Antisemitism in Education
innovation fund to help tackle and build resilience to antisemitism and hate,
focusing on how to identify and appropriately tackle mis- and disinformation. Further
details on the innovation fund will be provided in due course.
The department’s Educate Against Hate website provides schools, teachers and
pupils with a vast range of accessible resources that are reviewed and updated to
build resilience and awareness to extremism. Educate Against Hate has a
dedicated page to antisemitism which features online resources and educational
material, including provided by the Community Security Trust.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24176

The Educate Against Hate website, referred to above, can be accessed at
https.:.//www.educateaqgainsthate.com/
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Holocaust

House of Commons Debate

Holocaust Memorial Day
col 1165 The Minister for Housing and Planning (Matthew Pennycook): ... 80 years
ago this month, soldiers of the Soviet 60th Army of the First Ukrainian Front opened the
gates of Auschwitz-Birkenau. That infamous camp has become the symbol of the Shoah
and is synonymous around the world with terror and genocide more widely. Its distinctive
railway tracks that led almost directly to the gas chambers, as well as the chilling words
over the gate of the Auschwitz | main camp, “Arbeit macht frei”, are instantly recognisable,
as are the piles of shoes, suitcases and other personal effects—the only remnants of the
more than 1 million Jewish men, women and children from every corner of Europe who
perished at the site.
Almost all the deportees who arrived at Auschwitz-Birkenau camps were immediately
selected for death in the gas chambers. It is estimated that the SS and police deported at
least 1.3 million people to the complex between 1940 and 1945. Of these, the camp
authorities murdered 1.1 million.
On Monday, world leaders will gather at Auschwitz-Birkenau to mark the 80th anniversary
of its liberation. The United Kingdom will be represented by His Majesty the King. ... The
number of those who survived the Shoah is dwindling ... Those who remain with us grow
ever frailer. As a result, this is likely to be the last gathering of Holocaust survivors. ...
Bergen-Belsen began as a prisoner of war camp, and was used for Jewish inmates from
1943 onwards. It is estimated that 70,000 people died there. Richard Dimbleby was the
first broadcaster to enter the camp and, overcome, broke down several times while making
his report. The BBC initially refused to play the report as it could not believe the scenes he
had described. It was broadcast only after Dimbleby threatened to resign. ...
col 1166 Over the decades, Holocaust survivors, many of whom experienced Belsen or
Auschwitz, have shared their testimony, but 80 years after the Holocaust, their numbers
are dwindling, and soon these first-hand witnesses will no longer be with us. ...
Both because of the alarming rise in anti-Jewish hate in recent years, and because those
who survived are now in their 80s and 90s, it is essential that as a country, we do more to
preserve the memory of this unique act of evil and those who perished in it. It is also
imperative that we continue to educate future generations about what happened, both as
a mark of respect to those who were lost and those who survived, and as a warning about
what happens when antisemitism, prejudice and hatred are allowed to flourish
unchecked. ...
We are fortunate in the UK to have organisations such as the Holocaust Educational Trust,
led by Karen Pollock CBE, and the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, led by Olivia Marks-
Woldman OBE. The Holocaust Educational Trust, which has worked with Holocaust
survivors for decades, is well aware of the increasing frailty of survivors, and that there will
come a day when we no longer have living witnesses. That is why it has recently
developed, with the support of the Government, Testimony360—a free digital education
programme that combines digital eyewitness testimony with virtual reality, revolutionising
access to survivor testimony and providing an invaluable opportunity for students learning
about the Holocaust. ...
col 1157 The UK took on the presidency of the IHRA in 2024 ... How we remember is a
matter of debate, but different views coalesce around three headings: landscape,
archives—including testimony—and objects. Our presidency has successfully
strengthened all three under the general title of “In plain sight”. This title is a reminder that
the Holocaust did not happen in dark corners but in broad daylight. Jewish men, women
and children suffered persecution in the full view of their neighbours—indeed, often by
their neighbours. Laws discriminating against Jews and depriving them of rights and




property were passed openly by legislatures. The attempted destruction of the Jewish
people and their culture was not conducted in secret, but brazenly and openly. ...

The UK presidency also worked with the Association of Jewish Refugees on our legacy
project, the Holocaust testimony portal, which pulls together for the first time testimony
from UK Holocaust survivors and refugees who made their home in Britain. ...

To commemorate the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, we have
developed with the AJR the digital project “80 Objects/80 Lives”, a collection of one-minute
clips featuring 80 objects from filmed testimonies of British Holocaust survivors and
refugees. The objects represent the personal histories and experiences of Jewish
Holocaust survivors and refugees before, during and at the end of the second world war. ...
col 1158 Eighty years after the Holocaust, we sadly still contend with Holocaust denial.
Some forms of denial are less common, and in some states it is now illegal and punishable
under the law, but the forms that Holocaust denial can take are ever-changing. It once
referred to those who claimed that 6 million Jews were not murdered, and that there were
no gas chambers whatsoever; today, these outright deniers are few and mostly relegated
to the fringe. The problems we face today are more complex and more subtle, and are
often nuanced and difficult to identify. However, that does not render them less dangerous,
or the need to challenge them less compelling. ...

It has been a long process even for democratic countries to confront their own problematic
histories. It was only in 1995 that the French Government accepted responsibility for the
deportations and deaths of more than 70,000 Jews, and that Austria finally dispelled the
myth of being Hitler’s “first victim” and made amends to Austrian Nazi victims. ...

... across eastern Europe fascist leaders of the past who were involved in the persecution
of Jews but who fought communism are shamefully being rehabilitated and, in some cases,
given public honours. Lithuania’s Genocide and Resistance Research Centre decided that
the leader of the Nazi-allied Lithuanian Activist Front is worthy of such honours. Hungary’s
Government built a new museum that would tread lightly on the role of local collaborators.
Even in Romania, which has done so much to confront its own problematic history, the
Church is canonising religious leaders who were known for their wartime antisemitism. ...
Yet with growing frequency the essential story of the Holocaust—the pernicious spread of
antisemitism, the widespread indifference and the genocidal murder of a third of the world’s
Jewish population—is obscured or ignored. It is as though antisemitism is no longer a
problem, and Jews are no longer threatened. ... We must guard against the watering down
of Holocaust Memorial Day. It is a day when central to all our commemorations should be
the murder of 6 million Jewish men, women and children. ...

Sadly, the alarming resurgence of antisemitism since 7 October 2023 shows how the hate
of the past is still with us. Today and every day, we stand in solidarity with the Jewish
community at home and abroad.

col 1159 The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2025, “For a better future”, is particularly
timely, because remembrance without resolve is a hollow gesture. Even as we remember
the past, we must be ever vigilant about the present and future. That is why we have a
duty to remember, and why the new Holocaust memorial and learning centre at the heart
of Westminster is so important in keeping alive the memory of those murdered during the
Holocaust.

Finally, it would be remiss of me not to mention the long-awaited ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas that began on Sunday 19 February. As part of the agreement, we saw the
release of three of the Israeli hostages who were taken from their homes and from a music
festival on 7 October, and the release of hundreds of Palestinians. One of the hostages
was British citizen Emily Damari, who has now been reunited with her family, including her
mother Amanda, who never stopped her tireless fight to bring her daughter home. We wish
all three hostages the very best as they begin the road to recovery after the intolerable
trauma they have experienced.

Yet while we rightly welcome the ceasefire deal, we must not forget about those who




remain in captivity under Hamas. We must now see the remaining phases of the ceasefire
deal implemented in full and on schedule, including the release of the remaining hostages
and a surge of humanitarian aid into Gaza. Hopefully, these first tentative steps will lead
to a lasting solution, with the people of Israel and the Palestinians living side by side in
peace. The UK stands ready to do everything it can to support that hope for a permanent
and peaceful solution. ...

Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative): ... We should always strive to stamp out the evil that is
antisemitism. It has no place in our society, or any society. ... | pay tribute to the [Holocaust
Educational] trust for its outstanding work in keeping the memory of the Holocaust alive
through educational outreach and keeping the Holocaust in our curriculum for more than
30 years. | also thank the survivors of the Holocaust for the work they have done to educate
past, present and future generations on the horrors of the past and to give us lessons for
the future.

col 1160 My party will always support the Jewish community, so it was encouraging to see
the Leader of the Opposition engaging with the Board of Deputies of British Jews, the
Jewish Leadership Council and the Community Security Trust to discuss the challenges
facing the Jewish community. ...

This debate and this period of reflection come at an important moment for the middle east,
which we hope will usher in a sustainable end to the conflict. Every single hostage must
be returned safely home and reunited with family and friends after 15 months of the most
unimaginably cruel captivity at the hands of Hamas. We have firmly in our thoughts the
victims of the 7 October terror attacks—those who lost their lives, and those whose lives
have been changed forever. This was the worst terror attack in Israel’s history. We are all
relieved to see the first returns of hostages back to their loved ones under the recent
ceasefire agreement, including, as the Minister says, the British-Israeli national Emily
Damairi. ...

Remembering the Holocaust is something that we must continue to do every day and every
year ...

It is also important that we take this opportunity to remember all those killed in genocide
around the world. We remember the atrocities in Rwanda, where over 800,000 people
were murdered. This year also marks 30 years since the Srebrenica massacre in Bosnia,
where more than 8,000 mainly men and boys were killed in just a few days by Bosnian
Serb forces. ...

We must stamp out antisemitism and stop it impacting the lives of British Jews and Jews
around the world, but we also owe it to the memory of all victims of genocide to educate
future generations and to work tirelessly to prevent history repeating itself.

col 1161 David Pinto-Duschinsky (Labour): ... My father is a Holocaust survivor. He was
born in Budapest in 1943. In spring 1944, after Nazi Germany invaded Hungary, he was
herded, along with tens of thousands of other Jews, into the ghetto in Munkécs, his
mother's hometown. Over just two months, more than 437,000 Hungarian Jews were
deported to Auschwitz, the vast majority of whom were murdered. ...

A few years ago, | took my family to the Holocaust memorial at Yad Vashem. There, in its
files of those who perished, | looked up my family on my father’s father’s side. Now, my
name is pretty unusual, but among the names of those who were murdered | found literally
hundreds of Duschinskys. | know | am not alone in that; my family’s story is far from unique.
There are millions of Jewish families with stories like mine: stories of loss, trauma and
persecution, but also of survival. ...

Holocaust Memorial Day is particularly important this year. It comes at a moment of
dawning hope after 15 months of darkness, with the release of three hostages, including
Emily Damari, and a ceasefire in Gaza. ...

col 1162 But 27 January is also critically important this year because it marks the 80th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. It is a hugely significant milestone. For those of
us who know survivors, it will be the last major anniversary when we have them with us.




... with each anniversary, the Holocaust slowly but surely slips from living memory. As the
generation of survivors passes on, so the responsibility falls upon us to ensure that their
stories endure. ... This is not just about the numbers and statistics; we must remember
the people, the families, the communities. We must speak for them and, where we can,
make sure their stories and voices are heard, especially in an age when misinformation
proliferates. ...

It is why the Government’s pledge to ensure that the Holocaust will be at the core of a
national curriculum that is taught in every school is so welcome, as is the extra £2 million
in funding for the HET. ...

This anniversary is not just about remembering. It is about reaffirming our collective
commitment to the values that ensure such atrocities can never happen again. ... prejudice
and bigotry are light sleepers. At a time when antisemitic incidents are up over 1,500%,
we can see that hatred, particularly the world’s oldest hatred, is never fully vanquished. It
must be fought and defeated anew with every generation. ...

col 1163 Vikki Slade (Liberal Democrat): ... To mark this event in the same week as the
fragile ceasefire in the middle east and the release of Emily Damari and two other hostages
makes it even more poignant. ...

col 1164 Twelve years ago, | visited Israel and Palestine as part of a Liberal Democrat
delegation, during which we made a trip to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust museum. The
experience stays with me for many reasons, but the thing that struck me hardest was what
came well before the death camps like Auschwitz: a decade of dehumanising a whole
community; of families being rewarded with crates of beer for betraying their neighbours;
of the boycotting of Jewish businesses, the burning of Jewish authored books and, most
strikingly, the sale of ashtrays depicting so-called Jewish faces on them, so that people
could stub out cigarettes on their faces, helping to foster the feeling that Jews were not
really people at all.

Last Sunday, | attended a Holocaust memorial event ... As well as the accounts of those
whose music continued to be played in the camps, maintaining hope and retaining their
humanity, some of the testimony we heard shared more about what came before the war—
how Jewish people were forced to leave their homes and their businesses, how they fled
in boats from European shores to reach Palestine but were refused landing or, worse, died
at sea. ...

By the end of the Holocaust, as we know, 6 million Jewish men, women and children had
been murdered in ghettos, mass shootings, concentration camps and death camps. In
addition, and often forgotten, were the other groups targeted by the Nazis for
extermination, among them Romani Gypsies, those with disabilities, gay and bisexual men
and black people. ...

col 1165 At a time of rising antisemitism and Islamophobia, many UK communities are
feeling vulnerable, with hostility and suspicion of others rising. The Home Office’s own
statistics revealed that the number of religious hate crimes recorded in the year to March
2024 had rocketed, which it has directly attributed to a spike in anti-Jewish hate.

We have also seen inconsistent responses from the police to language and behaviours
that may well be antisemitic or viewed as hate crimes. | call on the Government to ensure
that the police have the resources and, most importantly, the training they need to respond
effectively and swiftly to antisemitic hate crimes, and to provide funding for security
organisations such as the Community Security Trust. ...

Dawn Butler (Labour): ... Racism and antisemitism is on the rise—that is without a doubt.
It is on the rise behind closed doors. It is on the rise on the dark web. It is also hiding in
plain sight. We have seen an acceleration since 7 October. ...

As the Holocaust Memorial Day website states: “following the 7 October attacks in Israel
by Hamas and the subsequent war in Gaza. Extremists are exploiting the situation to stir
up anti-Muslim hatred in the UK. Many UK communities are feeling vulnerable, with
hostility and suspicion of others rising. We hope that HMD 2025 can be an opportunity for




people to come together, learn both from and about the past, and take actions to make a
better future for all. ...

col 1166 We know that antisemitism has risen alarmingly in recent years, and we each
have a responsibility to confront toxic beliefs wherever they appear, regardless of who is
acting on them. We cannot afford to be gaslit and to allow hateful ideologies to resurface
in the mainstream. We have a collective responsibility to call out such actions and ensure
that they do not gain traction. ...

We must raise the alarm when we witness dangerous rhetoric and divisive actions and
symbols, and we must hold perpetrators accountable. However, the reality is that people
are often scared because someone else with more power says otherwise. They are scared
of being incorrectly labelled, scared of the unintended consequences. ...

col 1167 Bob Blackman (Conservative): ... The Holocaust was one of the most tragic
events the world has ever seen. The brutal, systematic murder of 6 million Jewish men,
women and children by the Nazis in Germany and their collaborators during the second
world war must always serve as a stark reminder of the evils that can be perpetrated by
humankind. The Jewish genocide did not officially start until January 1939, but Jews have
been irrationally targeted throughout the centuries, dating back to as early as 270 BC. ...
Hitler, a rising star in the German political scene ... promised that the humiliation of
Versailles would be avenged and that Germany would be made great again. Many
Germans believed that they had been betrayed by the high command of the army in the
great war, and they were tired of endless ineffective coalition Governments following the
war.

Hitler had no connections to the elite, and he offered a new beginning. Most of all, he
promised jobs and bread at a time when unemployment and poverty were at extremely
high levels. It is important to ask the question: if we had acted differently after the great
war, would Hitler ever have come to power? ...

Next Monday marks the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, which was the
largest concentration and extermination camp used by the Nazis. ...

col 1168 Between 1942 and late 1944, freight trains delivered Jews from all over Nazi-
occupied Europe, and collaborators from across those different countries joined in. A
shocking 1.3 million people were sent to Auschwitz, where 1.1 million were sadly
murdered. Some 960,000 were Jews, 865,000 of whom were gassed on arrival, having
been singled out for immediate extinction. About 74,000 non-Jewish Poles, 21,000
Romani, 15,000 Soviet prisoners of war and 15,000 others were also killed. Those who
were sent to the camp but escaped being gassed were murdered through starvation,
exhaustion, disease, individual executions or beatings. Others were killed during torturous
medical experiments ...

From the time they entered Auschwitz-Birkenau, everything was done to debase and
dehumanise the Jews. Their immediate gassing was delayed in order to rob them of their
individuality. Each was identified solely by the number that he or she was designated.
The day would start at 4.30 am with a roll call. Prisoners would walk to their place of work,
wearing striped uniforms and ill-fitting wooden shoes without socks. Kapos, the prisoner
supervisors, were responsible for the prisoners’ behaviour and conformity while they
worked, as was an SS escort. The working day lasted 12 hours and was marked by torture
and fatigue. Much of the work took place at construction sites, quarries and lumber yards.
Visits to the latrines were permitted only at designated times, not when nature called. Work
was carried out in the shadow and smoke of the crematoria chimneys that burned
incessantly day and night, burning the bodies of murdered Jews and others, invariably
including the family members of those forced to work. The belching smoke was a constant
reminder of their potential fate.

In the evening, after block inspection, there was a second mandatory roll call. If a prisoner
was missing, the others had to remain in place until he or she was found, or the reason for
his or her absence discovered. After roll call, individual and collective punishments were




meted out before the prisoners were permitted to return to their barracks for the night and
receive their bread rations and water. ... At no time did their daily intake exceed 700
calories. ...

While we commemorate 80 years since Auschwitz was liberated, it is important to note that
there were 23 main camps across Europe, each with a series of internal camps, totalling
over 1,000 camps in all—all dedicated to the torture and extermination of the Jewish
community.

col 1169 To implement the final solution during the latter years of the war, the Nazis built
extermination camps on Polish soil. We must remember Chelmno, Belzec, Sobibor,
Treblinka, Majdanek and, of course, Auschwitz-Birkenau. ...

It is clear that the Nazis deliberately set out to kill the 6 million Jews, but there are many
actions that we in the UK and the United States could have taken. Auschwitz was accessed
by a vast network of rail routes, bringing trains full of Jews from across Europe. At no point
did the allied forces choose to bomb those rail networks to prevent access to the camp.
In 1944, the US Department of War refused multiple requests from Jewish leaders to bomb
the railway lines leading to the camps, despite 452 bombers of the 15th Air Force flying
along and across the deportation railway lines on their way to bomb the Blechhammer oil
refineries just weeks later.

Time and again, military commanders said that a precision strike on the camp had no
chance of success. However, no study was ever made. Proposals to drop weapons into
the camp to enable a rebellion were considered but abandoned. From 1942 to 1943, British
intelligence was regularly able to intercept and decode radio messages sent by the
German order police, which included daily prisoner returns and death tolls for the 10
concentration camps, including Auschwitz, yet no action was taken. ...

The US Office of Strategic Services, the predecessor of the Central Intelligence Agency
that had been established in 1941-42 to co-ordinate intelligence and espionage activities
in enemy territory, had received reports about Auschwitz in 1942, but no action was taken
to target the camp. On 7 April 1944, two young Jewish inmates who had escaped from the
camp, Rudolf Vrba and Alfréd Wetzler, published detailed information about the camp’s
geography, the gas chambers and the numbers being killed. Roswell McClelland, the US
War Refugee Board representative in Switzerland, is known to have received a copy by
mid-June and sent it to the board’s executive director, but no action was taken.

We are 80 years on from the liberation of Auschwitz. Antisemitism has increased
significantly in the UK and globally following the 7 October attacks by Hamas and the
subsequent war in Gaza. Many UK communities feel vulnerable, with hostility and
suspicion of others rising. ...

| finish on two points. First, it is extremely concerning to see the stark rise in open
antisemitism on our streets following the 7 October attacks on Israel by the terrorist
organisation Hamas. Jewish people are afraid to go about their lives, and have to hide
their identity for fear of being attacked in their own country. ...

col 1170 Secondly ... It is crucial that we enable the Holocaust memorial to be built
alongside this place, together with the education centre, so that future generations can
learn the true horror of what happened during the war and pass it on to their children, so
that we never allow history to repeat itself. ...

Jo Platt (Labour Co-op): ... Five weeks before the horrific massacre committed by Hamas
in 2023, | had the opportunity to visit Israel and the Palestinian territories as part of a
delegation. During that visit, | met leaders from both sides of a long-standing conflict. | also
witnessed something that left a lasting impression on me: young people, both Jewish
Israelis and Muslim Palestinians, who were critical of their leaders but united in their shared
desire for peace. ...

col 1171 During my visit, | had the profound honour of experiencing Yad Vashem. The
exhibits, documents, testimonies and historical artefacts told a story that was truly
harrowing. What struck me most was the reminder that the Holocaust did not occur in




isolation or overnight, but was the culmination of years of cultivated hatred, prejudice and
dehumanisation. The horror of the Holocaust was not just the atrocity itself; it was the slow
erosion of civility and the gradual unravelling of humanity. That is why we must continue
to resist antisemitism, Islamophobia and all discrimination and persecution in every form.
Holocaust Memorial Day is about understanding how hatred creeps into society, and how
we as individuals and communities must prevent them from taking root again. ...

Martin Vickers (Conservative): ... Holocaust Memorial Day falls every year on 27
January. ... the date when the notorious Auschwitz-Birkenau camp was liberated. ...
Sadly, 80 years on, antisemitism is at an all-time high, as is anti-Muslim hatred. For that
reason, | want to focus on the Srebrenica genocide ... | have visited Srebrenica on two
occasions, and | challenge anyone who visits a site where genocide has taken place to be
anything other than moved by the experience. How can such evil be perpetrated? There
seems to be no end to man’s inhumanity to man. ...

col 1172 In 2012, | was part of a delegation to Gaza. Things were bad there then, but they
are much worse now. One of my abiding memories was of visiting the Commonwealth war
graves cemetery there. It is small compared to many, but as we are reminded in November
each year, the tombstones stand row on row. The local man and his son who cared for the
graves—if | remember correctly, the man’s name was Ibrahim—did so much, with as much
care as if they were tending to their own family plots. When focusing on the evil that is
perpetrated in our world, we must never lose sight of the goodness exemplified by those
who, like Ibrahim, show love and care—often, as in that cemetery in Gaza, for those they
never knew. ...

In July 1995, Bosnian Serb troops and paramilitaries descended on the town of Srebrenica
and began shelling it. When those troops took the town, they proceeded to separate
Bosniak men and boys over the age of 12 from women and younger children. Over the
course of several days, more than 8,000 Bosniak Muslim men and boys were murdered in
and around Srebrenica, merely because of their ethnicity. ...

col 1173 The testimony of survivors is harrowing. There are reports of children being
murdered by soldiers with knives, the bodies of elderly men lying on the ground with their
eyes gouged out, and the mass rape of women and even children. ... it is important that
we note that those atrocities did not take place in some faraway land in an age long past,
but right here in Europe, on our doorstep, less than three decades ago. ...

Holocaust Memorial Day reminds us where prejudice, fear and hatred can lead, particularly
if they become normalised and encouraged. ...

Jon Pearce (Labour): ... | too have visited Yad Vashem—in July 2023. Nothing quite
prepares you to stand in the Hall of Names, surrounded by the images of those who
perished in the Holocaust and the Pages of Testimony that detail their lives—lives so
cruelly and brutally cut short by the greatest act of mass murder in human history. To
describe them simply as victims robs them once again of their humanity, dignity and
individuality. ...

col 1174 Two days after visiting Yad Vashem, | visited Kibbutz Kfar Aza, a quiet,
unassuming kibbutz close to the border with Gaza, founded on socialist principles by
Mizrahi refugees from Morocco and Egypt in 1951. None of us who visited that day knew
that within weeks its peace and tranquillity would be shattered, the kibbutzniks would be
raped and murdered, and hostages would be taken, including our own Emily Damari,
whose release alongside the two other hostages at the weekend has provided a glimmer
of light in the darkness. Now we must make sure that all the hostages come home to their
families.

None of us knew that day that on 7 October 2023 the Jewish people would suffer the
bloodiest day in their history since the terrible events of eight decades ago, which we mark
today. That modern-day pogrom was committed by Hamas, an organisation that shares
the same genocidal aspirations and sadistic fervour of those who perpetrated the
Holocaust.




And none of us knew that day that within hours of those terrorist attacks, Britain would see
the first wave of antisemitic incidents, which last year reached their highest-ever recorded
total. It is beyond shameful that, in 21st-century Britain, Jewish places of worship are
defaced and graffitied, and require protection by security guards; that Jewish pupils are
unable to wear their uniforms on the way to school; and that Jewish students are
intimidated on our campuses. All the while, antisemites take to our streets chanting for
Jihad, glorifying Hamas’s crimes, and comparing the state of Israel to those who sought
to annihilate European Jewry less than a century ago.

But Britain is not unique. In Amsterdam, Israeli football fans have been hunted, attacked
and abused on the eve of the anniversary of Kristallnacht. In Melbourne, a synagogue was
set alight while worshippers were sat inside. And in the UAE, a young rabbi was kidnapped
and murdered. Each one of these crimes reminds us that hatred against Jews and hatred
against the world’s Jewish state cannot be separated. Anti-Zionist antisemitism is simply
the latest iteration of history’s oldest hatred.

As the Prime Minister rightly said last week while visiting Auschwitz: ‘But where is “Never
again”, when we see the poison of antisemitism rising around the world in the aftermath of
7 October?’ ...

The battle against antisemitism and hatred must be fought on many fronts, and it is on all
of us to join that fight. For a better future, we cannot be bystanders. | wish to close with
the words of Elie Wiesel on the perils of indifference and the dangers of passivity: “We
must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence
encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.”

col 1175 Jess Brown-Fuller (Liberal Democrat): ... Six million Jewish men, women and
children were brutally murdered by the Nazis, and millions of others suffered under Nazi
persecution. The Holocaust was a crime of such magnitude that a new word was coined
by the Polish lawyer Raphael Lemkin to describe its horrors: genocide. Today we also
remember the victims of more recent genocides, including those in Bosnia, Rwanda,
Cambodia and Darfur. Those atrocities are a stark reminder that hatred and intolerance, if
left unchecked, can have devastating consequences, inflicting terror and eradicating entire
communities. ...

We cannot stand by while radicalisation and hatred flame up around us, when 245,000
survivors of the Holocaust are still alive today. It has not even been a lifetime since the
world promised justice at the Nuremberg trials, and promised “Never again®, yet
antisemitism is rising once more here in the UK and around the world. Extremist voices
are fuelling division and fear, and exploiting tensions to spread further hatred,
disinformation and cultural amnesia. We must remain vigilant, for one lesson of the
Holocaust is that silence is never an option. ...

col 1176 Melanie Ward (Labour): ... It is impossible to do justice to the scale of the horror
witnessed by those entering Auschwitz-Birkenau when it was liberated 80 years ago. They
found a death camp that was specifically designed to facilitate starvation, forced labour
and the most chilling methods of mechanised execution in human history. ...

| will share my own family’s story. One of those we believe was lost was my great-
grandfather, a Polish Jew who emigrated to the UK and changed our family’s name in the
face of antisemitism here. He returned to Poland just before the second world war, and my
family never heard from him again. ...

Despite the Nazis’ attempts to strip their victims of their humanity, including by assigning
numbers to those held in concentration camps, these people were not numbers or
statistics; they were humans loved by their families and citizens who contributed to the
cultural, economic and social life of Europe. Indeed, across the great cities of Europe and
beyond, each Holocaust memorial is marked by an attempt to remember these people by
using their names. That is why | would like to commend the important work of the Holocaust
Educational Trust. Each year, as we have heard across the House, we lose Holocaust
survivors, and the trust’s efforts to keep the stories of survivors and victims alive ensures




that we do not forget them or, indeed, what was done to them. ...

col 1177 Shockat Adam (Independent): ... 80 years has passed since the liberation of
Auschwitz, but it is heartbreaking to see acts of genocide, hate and evil still happening
across the world and increasing threats from a new wind of far-right. ... current events
suggest that some people today need a reminder of the lessons of that horror. ...

One would hope that such experiences mean that hate and genocidal and Nazi actions
are a thing of the past, but sadly that is not the case. As articulated by ... Martin Vickers,
in Bosnia, the trucks arrived and they said, “Men, young and old, tall and short—get on
and we will transport you to safety.” Within two weeks, 8,000 Muslim men, women and
children were executed. ...

col 1178 We have seen genocide in Rwanda, where close to 1 million Tutsi were killed,
and now, as we speak, in Sudan. If “never again” means anything, it means that the
international community must take decisive action to pursue the perpetrators through the
International Court of Justice. Instead, the far right is almost being indulged. ...

Terry Jermy (Labour): ... The unimaginable horrors and crimes of the Holocaust were a
defining moment in the 20th century. ...

The UK was one of the founding signatories to the Stockholm declaration on Holocaust
remembrance in 2000—we should all be proud of that. Alongside 45 other countries, the
UK Government are committed to preserving the memory of those who were murdered in
the Holocaust. | know that Members on both sides of the House stand by that commitment.
We should never let it falter or waver. ...

col 1179 Cameron Thomas (Liberal Democrat): ... “We had reached the bottom. It is not
possible to sink lower than this; no human condition is more miserable than this, nor could
it conceivably be so. Nothing belongs to us any more; they have taken away our clothes,
our shoes, even our hair...They will even take away our name ...

“‘He who loses all often easily loses himself. “My number is 174517; we have been

baptized, we will carry the tattoo on our left arm until we die.”

Prisoner 174517 was liberated from Auschwitz concentration camp in January 1945, one
of only 20 surviving members of the 650 who had arrived on his transport 11 months
earlier. He was liberated strictly in a physical sense, but remained tortured by what he had
experienced until his death in 1987. Before his death, Italian-Jewish liberal Primo Levi
wrote extensively about his experiences. | recommend his collection of essays, “The
Drowned and the Saved”, as one of the bleakest—yet most compelling—books | have ever
read.

My past visits to Dachau and Sachsenhausen camps cast long shadows in my memory.
We are fortunate that those relics of this horror continue to haunt their landscapes as
foreboding reminders, but with the surviving voices fading year on year, we must guard
against the path that led to Auschwitz. The Holocaust was unique in its industrialisation of
genocide; nothing so terrible at such scale had happened before, nor since. We must not
delude ourselves that it could not. ...

| recommend that Members read a compilation of Nazi propaganda, “The Jewish Enemy”,
by Jeffrey Herf. Those who choose to read it will observe very clearly the parallels between
such propaganda then and now. It is not a coincidence; it is learned and it is finessed, with
the same stereotypes, the same accusations, the same divisive rhetoric, and the same
risks of following that same terrible path. We must not be fooled by those who mislead
us—who minimise, normalise and amplify the actions and the rhetoric of division and
fascism. Those who do must be challenged, outed and comprehensively defeated. ...

col 1180 Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): ... Yisrael Abelesz, now aged 96, was just 14
when he and his family were deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where his parents David
and Haya and younger brother Aaron, aged just 11 years old, were sent to the gas
chambers on arrival. That sense of the history books becoming all too chillingly real jumped
out at us yesterday when Yisrael said he was greeted on arrival at the camp by the
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infamous Angel of Death, Josef Mengele. He said: “Mengele asked me, ‘How old are you?’
| understood a bit of German, and said, ‘I'm 14, it’s just my birthday’. And he replied, ‘That’s
very good, very good’, and sent me to the right side.”

As Yisrael said: “I didn’t know it at that time, but what he meant was, ‘Very good, you can
stay temporarily alive’.” ...

col 1181 | am delighted that the Prime Minister has said that it will be a national ambition
that every schoolchild should hear the recorded testimony of a Holocaust survivor, and the
Chancellor announced a further £2 million for Holocaust education in the Budget. ...

The prioritisation of Holocaust education in our schools has been praised across this
House today, and rightly so, but the prevention of Holocaust denial cannot be left just to
passing laws or to education. It must be a cultural or grassroots change that exists
alongside formal education. Education does not begin and end in our schools. Some
children will go back from a lesson to a home where parents and older siblings fill their
heads with misinformation and unchecked sources from social media. Sadly, there is now
a depressingly familiar routine of a sharp spike in attacks on synagogues or on mosques
whenever news breaks about an atrocity—an atrocity that has no personal connection to
the people worshipping inside those buildings. There is a well of simmering loathing that
lurks unseen and is topped up by casual racism that formal education alone cannot fix. ...
col 1182 Genocides do not come out of the blue. They depend on what Professor David
Feldman has described as the reservoir of hate. He pointed out that the danger in the case
of antisemitism is not just the virus of antisemitism that captures the minority of
antisemites; the wider danger is “a widely diffused reservoir of stereotypes and narratives
about Jews. This reservoir has accumulated over centuries and has become a part of our
common culture.”

That applies to Islamophobia, just as it does to antisemitism. When weaponised by
extremists, the legitimate and proud celebration of one community’s identity curdles into
the denigration of another’s. History is used and warped; territory and belonging are
weaponised into separation and segregation. Dates are cited as battle cries, and the cycle
perpetuates.

Anger is a legitimate emotional response to atrocities, but hatred is not. Peace is hard,
compromise is painful; violence, and the prejudice it relies on, are easier. But everyday
racism can be countered only by everyday engagement, and disinformation by information.
The Holocaust was the industrialisation of murder, but the difference was only one of scale
from the many pogroms that Jewish communities have had to suffer over the centuries.
In Soho this month, the National Holocaust Centre and Museum has devised a new touring
exhibition called “The Vicious Circle”. It links five Jewish communities decimated by
violence. Objects are on display to represent co-existence and integration into the host
country before five particular pogroms: Berlin in 1938, Baghdad in 1941, Kielce in Poland
in 1946, Aden in Yemen in 1947, and of course Kibbutz Kissufim on 7 October 2023. That
is history, this is the present. The well, the reservoir, is there and it needs to be drained. ...

col 1183 Kirsty Blackman (SNP): ... We are seeing the rise of antisemitism. In the wake
of what happened on 7 October, we are seeing that on our streets. The Antisemitism Policy
Trust has published two reports about the rise of antisemitism online and the inability of Al
systems on some websites to find antisemitic posts. | urge the Government to look at those
reports, particularly when it comes to the rise of issues on X.

We are seeing the rise of Islamophobia. | am seeing constituents who are refugees and
asylum seekers facing discrimination and prejudice that | had not seen in the 20 years |
have been supporting and dealing with the public. ... We are seeing a rise in anti-trans,
anti-gay and anti-lesbian hate on our streets as well.

Now is the point when we all have to take action. ...

... a holocaust does not happen overnight. We do not go from having a happy community
to mass murder in a couple of days. We go through stages, with a rise in hatred and the
dehumanisation and othering of people. We go through a situation—like there was in

11



Germany after the first world war—where the population feels hard done by, their lives are
not as good as they could be and they want someone to blame. They have politicians, the
media and people standing up and saying, “There are people you can blame for this.” In
that case, the population were being told, “The Jews are the people to blame. The Jewish
people are less human than you are, and they are to blame for your life being a struggle
and for you finding things difficult right now.” ...

It is not just about countering the explicit hate that people come up with and the obvious
racism and antisemitism that people send us in emails; it is about countering the people
who will say, “Yes, but you have to allow us our free speech. You have to allow us the
freedom to say things that dehumanise others.” ...

col 1184 The beginning of the road is reducing rights, taking up a Sharpie and writing that
trans people are no longer to be recognised, and saying that people who riot against
democracy are fine, cool and should carry on. ... We need to tackle disinformation and
misinformation, online and in person, and the diminution of rights that people have fought
for. ...

Peter Prinsley (Labour): ... On Monday | will stand in Abbey Gardens in Bury St
Edmunds, at a steel teardrop erected as a memorial not only to the 6 million Jews
murdered in the Holocaust, but to the 57 Jews slaughtered by their neighbours in Bury St
Edmunds in March 1190. | will also the honour the memory of the liberation of Auschwitz
precisely 80 years ago.

In East Anglia, Bury St Edmunds, Norwich and King’s Lynn were important centres of
medieval Jewish life. However, East Anglia also has a sad role in the history of European
antisemitism. It was here that the myth of the Jewish blood libel first emerged when, in
1144, the Jews of Norwich were falsely accused of the ritual murder of a boy named
William. That myth persisted for centuries, played its part in the growth of antisemitism in
the 20th century, and lives on to this very day. The blood libel stoked hatred in Bury St
Edmunds, culminating in that vicious massacre in 1190. In the aftermath, the town expelled
all the surviving Jews. Exactly 100 years later, in 1290, King Edward expelled all the Jews
from England.

| stand here not only as the first Labour MP for Bury St Edmunds, but as its first Jewish
MP. | am a Jew who represents a town that, almost 1,000 years ago, was the first in the
country to expel the Jews. History has come full circle. However, sadly, antisemitism is on
the rise again in this country. The number of antisemitic hate crimes has reached record
levels—more than double the number in previous years. The Community Security Trust
reports that damage and desecration of Jewish property rose by 246% on the previous
year, which is deeply concerning.

col 1185 The CST does crucial work to protect Jewish communities across the country,
enabled by the support of His Majesty’s Government, for which we are all deeply grateful.
Similarly, Holocaust education, promoted through the work of the Holocaust Education
Trust and the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, is of great significance in this country. This
generation is privileged to know the last few living witnesses of the Holocaust. We must
make sure that their stories do not fade into obscurity, but survive in the collective memory
of humanity.

| finish with a few lines by the medieval poet Meir of Norwich, written as he fled England in
1190—the earliest Hebrew poetry ever written in this country: “When | hoped for good, evil
arrived, yet | will wait for the light. You are mighty and full of light, You turn the darkness
into light.”

Llinos Medi (Plaid Cymru): ... Eighty years on from the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau,
religious hate crimes in England and Wales are at a record high. Home Office statistics
show a 25% increase in religious hate crimes in the year to March 2024. In October, the
monitoring group Tell MAMA UK said it had recorded 4,971 incidents of anti-Muslim hate
between October '23 and September '24—the highest annual total in the past 14 years—
while the Community Security Trust recorded 1,978 reports of anti-Jewish hate incidents
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from January to June 2024, up from 964 in the first half of 2023. The rise in these appalling
hate crimes is a cause of deep concern, and all those who have been the victim of these
crimes deserve our friendship and solidarity. ...

After the second world war, many ordinary Germans and Europeans claimed that they
were not involved in the events of the Holocaust—that they were bystanders. Their
indifference teaches us that passively remembering the Holocaust is not enough. We must
continue to learn from and listen to the stories of the victims and the survivors—the Jewish,
the disabled, and the gay men and women whose lives were ended because the Nazis
decided that they did not deserve to exist.

col 1186 Jas Athwal (Labour): ... Last Monday, | had the privilege of listening to Eva
Clarke, a survivor. Eighty years on, she still broke down many times while she relived the
horrors of losing family and loved ones. ...

Eighty years ago, Europe experienced one of the greatest tragedies in human history: the
systematic murder of 6 million Jewish men, women and children. As the years progress,
we are losing survivors, and the horrors of the Holocaust are passing out of living memory.
It is incumbent on each one of us to ensure that their stories are not lost, and that the
barbaric treatment so many endured is never forgotten. ...

Nazi ideology preached hatred and division. By repudiating antisemitism and standing
against hate, we make it clear every single day how much the Nazis’ hateful ideology
failed, and always will. The crimes of the Holocaust cast a shadow across the world.
Families were destroyed and communities shattered. We still live with the consequences
today. Whole families were erased, lineages wiped out, and generational trauma passed
on.

Preserving the memory of the Holocaust is our sacred duty to all those who lost their life,
and whose future was stolen. Memory does not only work backwards; it has the power to
shape our present and our future. The words we say about the Holocaust in this place
must translate into action. Every day, we must continue to work together to fight
antisemitism, xenophobia and hate speech across our wonderful country. While we take
the time today to reflect on the horrors of the Holocaust, we must also reflect on the people
we want to be, and the society we want to live in. ...

col 1187 Liz Jarvis (Liberal Democrat): ... | would like to thank the Holocaust Memorial
Day Trust for everything it does to educate, to speak out against Holocaust denial and
distortion, and to challenge prejudice. We should all take inspiration from the survivors of
the Holocaust who have bravely shared their stories in the hope that genocide and
violations inflicted on defenceless people across the world will never happen again. ...

col 1188 Alex Sobel (Labour Co-op): ... | find this debate quite difficult, so please bear
with me. | went with my own family, my father and my two sons, to Auschwitz-Birkenau in
the summer of 2023. ...

When you are there, you can imagine the industrial scale of murder that happened there.
You see many skulls, shoes and clothes. You see the cabins where people had to live.
You go through the killing stations where the Nazis murdered millions of people: Jews, the
LGBT community, the Gypsy Roma community, trade unionists and others they decided
had to be removed in their genocide—in our Holocaust. That really commits you to wanting
to see the future education of generations on this subject.

| have also been to the POLIN museum in Warsaw, which documents the history of Jews
in Poland. It has a significant section on antisemitism in that country ... When you visit
such places, you can better understand the rise of antisemitism and how things could get
to that point. ...

When | visited Warsaw with my father, he took me to the tower blocks where he grew up
and told me stories of how, as a child, he received antisemitic abuse and bullying from
Polish children after the war—this was after everybody knew about the Holocaust and the
camps. Unfortunately, that was the reality for Jewish people. The state authorities had
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antisemitic attitudes too, which in the end resulted in the mass emigration of 13,000 Jews—
almost the entire remaining Jewish population of Poland—in 1968. ...

col 1189 This debate is about a better future for people from conflict and post-conflict
zones, and for those who have suffered genocide. All the subsequent genocides
recognised by the United Kingdom happened in my lifetime, including Cambodia, Rwanda
and the regime of Slobodan MiloSevic and the Serbs. Since | became a Member of
Parliament, we have had the atrocious murder of the Yazidis by Daesh and, looking at
Syria now, | am afraid that genocide is probably not yet concluded. ...

| have seen some of the exhibits from the MiloSevic regime’s genocidal actions, and many
of them reminded me of what | saw in Auschwitz-Birkenau, including single shoes and
items of clothing belonging to children who were disappeared and whose fate is
unknown—they never found the bodies. ...

col 1190 Igbal Mohamed (Independent): ... We have seen a growth across Europe of a
politics that unashamedly demonises minority communities and presents them as aliens
in our midst, to such a degree that people become inured to their plight or ill treatment.
The Holocaust shows us where that toxic combination can lead. The Nazis’ attempt to rid
Europe from what they saw as an alien presence in their midst did not happen overnight.
They first had to dehumanise the Jews, depict them as an alien culture, subject them to
antisemitic conspiracy theories that they were part of a global conspiracy to manipulate
global events, and strip them of their citizenship rights.

col 1191 In his recent film “Occupied City”, the director Steve McQueen shows how that
unfolded in one city, Amsterdam, where the bulk of the Dutch Jewish population lived. His
film chronicles the measures the Nazis took. They sacked all Jews from public sector jobs,
banned them from all public places, closed down all Jewish schools, forced Jews to wear
a special badge to demarcate them from everybody else, prevented them from marrying
non-Jews, subjected them to daily humiliation and physical abuse and ultimately rounded
up every Jew they could find and deported them to death camps.

The film chronicles the most tremendous heroism of ordinary Dutch people to resist those
measures and show solidarity with their Jewish neighbours. However, it also shows that
antisemitism had taken seed in Dutch society, where years of antisemitic propaganda had
rotted the foundations of that society and many ordinary people collaborated in the
persecution of the Jews and betrayed their neighbours. A Jewish community that
numbered around 80,000 at the start of the Nazi occupation was reduced to 16,000 by the
end of it. That picture was repeated in city after city across Europe. But those words do
nothing to capture the sheer terror and horror of what the experience must have been like
for the many millions of people unfortunate enough to have experienced it. The
generational trauma that it has left in its wake resonates with every Jewish family to this
day.

The Holocaust embodies the reality of fascism in power. Unfortunately, the ideas at the
core of fascist ideology—racist narratives, wrapped up in ethno-nationalist fantasies—are
on the rise. In Germany at present, we see the far-right Alternative fir Deutschland, a party
with neo-Nazis in its ranks, on track to be comfortably the second largest party in the
German Parliament. In Austria, the far-right Freedom party recently won a third of the
popular vote with an election pledge to remigrate citizens with migrant heritage.

A similar dynamic is well under way in France, Italy and other countries where the far right
has significant electoral footholds. These are not fascist parties of the classic type, but
they are walking on that ground. When Members—| am sorry to say—of this House
demonise and talk about deporting immigrants, and the President of the United States
commits to deporting millions of immigrant families, with the richest man in the world
cheering him on while giving fascist salutes, it should send shivers down everyone’s
spines. There is more than a whiff of the 1930s in the air. ...

col 1193 Mark Sewards (Labour): ... Jon Pearce set out exactly why we need to be
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vigilant to the terror and the spectre of antisemitism that haunts Britain’s streets today. He
spoke far more powerfully and summed up the issues much more succinctly than | could,
but we know that Jewish people are less safe on Britain’s streets today than they were
before 7 October. That cannot be right ...

Monday 27 January will mark a sombre day of reflection and remembrance. Eighty years
after the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, this year's Holocaust Memorial Day is an
important anniversary that we must all observe. In November, | had the privilege of joining
the European Jewish Association’s delegation to Auschwitz and Krakow. In Krakow, we
talked about the spectre of antisemitism and what needs to be done to prevent it, and to
prevent such a tragedy from ever happening again. ...

The most important part of the visit, however, was our visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. We laid
wreaths and paid tribute to the millions of victims of the Holocaust. To stand in that place,
where human beings committed the most evil acts imaginable, was a harrowing
experience. | cannot share all the details today, but something struck me while | was there.
| was standing in the field just past the gates of Auschwitz-Birkenau, and | was stunned by
the scale and size of the camp. | never imagined it being as large as it was—murder on
an industrial scale. Most of the accommodation—I use that word knowing it does no justice
to the terrible conditions that people were kept in—that was built for the camp’s inhabitants
was made of wood, so it has long since perished. However, the chimneys of the
accommodation were built from bricks, and they still stand. | was taken aback by an
enormous field of chimneys stretching as far as | could see—the worst of humanity on
display for all. But it is so important that the camp stands as a lesson and stands in history
forever so that all of us can learn about the horrors of the Holocaust. It will stay with me
forever. While liberation brought an end to the horrors of Nazi extermination and torture, it
came too late for 6 million Jewish people and all the other victims of the Holocaust. We
owe it to all of them to ensure that “never again” means never again.

col 1195 Given the rise of antisemitism in the UK and across Europe, we must prioritise
action to stop that evil. ... | welcome the Government’s allocation of £54 million for the
Community Security Trust to continue its vital work to protect the Jewish community. ...
Education is key. ... The Holocaust must never become a footnote in history, especially as
we approach the era ... when we will no longer be able to hear survivors provide their
testimony in person. ...

On that point, let me speak about the trials going ahead to see how we can further expand
Holocaust education in schools. We need to ensure not just that it is embedded in the
curriculum, but that it stays with our young people beyond school. While | was in Poland
for my visit, | spoke with a journalist—a young man from Gildersome in my constituency—
who was asking me about the post office that was under threat. | told him where | was,
and he said, “Oh yes, the Holocaust. We had a few lessons on that in school, but not much
more.” That struck me, because if he is saying that—someone who is switched on,
interested in politics and becoming a journalist —there are bound to be other students who
are left behind. ...

col 1196 David Simmonds (Conservative): ... [the Minister] was very clear in restating
the importance not only of recalling in particular the Holocaust that took place in the second
world war, targeted at 6 million Jews and people from all kinds of minority backgrounds,
but of ensuring ... that when we debate these issues, we think about the lessons we can
learn from what happened then, from earlier tragedies and from events since, in order to
ensure that as far as possible, we are doing what we can to make sure those kinds of
events are never repeated. ...

It is incredibly important to hear the testimony of survivors ... These are all reminders of
the human stories that make the level of inhumanity that was shown in the Holocaust even
harder to comprehend. It is also an opportunity to reflect that even in the midst of all that
darkness, there are examples of humanity—of people in difficult situations taking steps to
preserve the lives of their neighbours, and sometimes of strangers in their community.
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| had the opportunity to visit the Wannsee villa, a beautiful lakeside house on the outskirts
of Berlin—a place like my constituency. That house was the command centre for the
Holocaust; it is where the committees of Nazi politicians, police and military met to manage
the logistics. Today, it is a museum, displaying the records that were kept of all the
meetings that took place. The thing that | found very striking about it as a visiting politician
was the banality of that evidence and those records. It was like reading the minutes of the
planning committees that | saw in a local authority. They list who attended and what they
discussed, but instead of recording the details of people’s extensions and changes to the
design of their home and their neighbours’ views, they record in detail the planning and
execution of a Government-level strategy of mass murder. That emphasises the
importance of learning from history. When we see the statue at Friedrichstral3e station—
the memorial to the Kindertransport—we can recall that at the end of world war two, when
the Russian forces arrived in Berlin, they found 1,700 Jewish people living in that city who
had been sheltered by a combination of city authorities and neighbours. Even in those
dark places, there were those who were willing to help.

col 1197 It is important to remember that antisemitism has much older roots. | was very
struck by the contribution of ... Peter Prinsley, who talked about the blood libel. In a world
that often seems very polarised, it always seems to me a great irony that even further back
than that, the Islamic caliphate that ruled Spain—with which much of Christian Europe was
at war for centuries—was the one place of safety in Europe for Jewish people for a very
long time. Antisemitism is something that has deep roots, and it is incumbent on us to be
aware of those roots if we are to deal with it effectively. ...

As well as an opportunity to recall what happened, this debate is an opportunity for us to
reflect on what the nation and Parliament need to do in policy terms. It is important to
acknowledge, for example, our nation’s commitment, through our Government, to the
European convention on human rights. It expresses fundamental and ancient British
values to do with the rule of law and due process, and applies to 46 nations, many of which
chose to enshrine those values because they wanted to learn from the events that led up
to the Holocaust, and to ensure that it never happened again. ...

col 1198 Looking around our modern world, we see the Russianisation of deported
Ukrainian children, who were taken from their families to another country to be changed
into citizens of a different place with a different outlook. We look at what has happened to
the Uyghur people and the Rohingya, and we look at the unfolding tragedy in Gaza and
Israel. We may not be able to intervene directly and put a stop to those things, but the
combined forces of the international community can be extremely powerful. We may not
always be able to intervene early enough to prevent the worst of a tragedy, but we still
have the scope to make a difference. ...

The Holocaust that we are talking about is an historical event, but its consequences and
the attitudes behind it are very much alive, not just in Europe, but elsewhere in the
world. ...

| applaud the fact that the Government have, through cross-party work, carried on providing
the necessary finance to the Community Security Trust, which has a visible presence
around synagogues in my constituency. It provides reassurance to our Jewish citizens,
and their friends and neighbours, so that they can freely practise their faith and associate
with members of their community without fear.

Notwithstanding some of the debate around marches in central London, | welcome the fact
that in most of our communities, relationships remain good. In particular, relationships that
were build up during the covid era, when people of all faiths came together with Churches
and community organisations, have stood us in good stead, and people have not allowed
themselves to be divided. | thank the Metropolitan police, and police forces across the
country, who have responded to issues robustly, but with sensitivity. Since 2016, there has
been not only long-standing, cross-party support for funding for the CST, which provides
security assistance for synagogues and our Jewish community, but funding to ensure that
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our Muslim community enjoys additional security and protection. ...

col 1199 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government (Rushanara Ali): ... This year, Holocaust Memorial Day marks the
80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. It is an especially poignant
occasion, because as Members have highlighted, it is the last major anniversary when we
can expect to have significant numbers of Holocaust survivors able to share their
testimony. ...

We have listened to personal reflections on the lasting influence of visits to Auschwitz-
Birkenau and other camps across Europe. Some hon. Members have spoken bravely
about their family members’ experience of the Holocaust, and the trauma and suffering
experienced by their family. This debate is about remembering the 6 million Jewish men,
women and children murdered during the Holocaust: the most horrific of war crimes ever
committed. Remembering the Holocaust is a human rights imperative.

The Holocaust stands out as one of the defining moments of history that has shaped the
conscience of humanity. The debate has highlighted that the past few years have not been
easy for British Jews, with antisemitism on the rise across Europe and the UK. It has also
shown that contemporary antisemitism revolves around the Holocaust, with some blaming
the Holocaust on Jews, or suggesting that Jews focus on that tragedy to gain advantage.
As well as Holocaust denial, we see the growing use of Holocaust distortion ... and
intentional efforts to excuse or minimise the impact of the Holocaust. Today, Holocaust
denial and distortion move instantaneously across social media, and are amplified by
algorithms that drive anger, hate and division. As we mark the 80th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, it is right to be reminded of what unchecked behaviours
and violent bigotry can lead to.

We all have a duty and a role to play in rooting out antisemitism where we see it, and the
Jewish community can be assured that the Government will stand shoulder to shoulder
with them. The message is clear: we cannot remember the victims of the Holocaust without
fighting antisemitism and hate today. That is why we remain determined to create the UK
national memorial and learning centre in Victoria Tower Gardens. The proposed Holocaust
memorial and learning centre’s exhibition will address the impact of antisemitism.

col 1200 | echo the many tributes paid today to Karen Pollock, the chief executive of the
Holocaust Education Trust, who, along with her team, does inspirational work for our
country. | also pay tribute to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and its chief executive
officer Olivia Marks-Woldman. | pay tribute, too, to other Holocaust remembrance,
education and survivor organisations that enrich the work that we do, including Jewish
Care’s Holocaust survivors’ centre in Golders Green; the Wiener Holocaust library; the
Association of Jewish Refugees; the National Holocaust Centre and Museum in Newark,
Nottinghamshire; Holocaust Centre North at Huddersfield University; and University
College London’s centre for Holocaust education. ...

col 1201 Paul Waugh: | pay tribute to my hon. Friend’s own personal fortitude in standing
up to hate, particularly at the last general election when she, along with many other Labour
candidates, suffered abuse on the doorstep. There is a lot of talk today about combating
hate, but many candidates turned a blind eye to their own supporters who used the
phrases “genocide enablers” and “child murderers” in the last election, which was utterly
disgusting. Will she join me in condemning that?

Rushanara Ali: It is important that we all ensure that we are peacemakers at home. If we
want to see peace and security both here at home and elsewhere in the world, we have to
work together in solidarity and be fellow citizens. We have to practice what we preach. ...
| draw attention to a Member in the Lords with whom | had the opportunity to visit the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, who was a child of the Kindertransport and who went on
to become a Labour Member of Parliament and then a Member of the House of Lords:
Lord Dubs. It is because of the heroism of British hero Nicholas Winton that Lord Dubs
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was able to survive the Holocaust. We had the opportunity to visit the Occupied Palestinian
Territories together. As we all know, he continues to campaign for child refugees, and has
campaigned with many of us over the years for peace in the middle east. There are many
others in our country who benefited from the heroism of those who acted to get children
out during that period through the Kindertransport. ...

col 1202 This Government are actively exploring more integrated and cohesive
approaches to tackling hate crime, and we will share more information in due course. We
have allocated £54 million for the Community Security Trust to continue its vital work
providing security to schools, synagogues and other Jewish community buildings until
2028. We have also committed to reversing the previous Government’s decision to
downgrade the recording and monitoring of antisemitic non-crime hate incidents. ...

... Jon Pearce highlighted the increase in antisemitic attacks since 7 October. As | said,
we are taking action to provide support and protection for synagogues, schools and other
important institutions. Any form of racism and racial hatred is completely unacceptable in
our society. We have allocated £54 million up to 2028 for the CST to continue its work of
providing security to institutions that feel at risk and under threat. The CST recorded a total
of 325 university-related incidents over the two academic years covered by its report, with
53 incidents in 2023 and 272 in 2024. That 117% rise, from a total of 150 campus incidents
recorded from 2020 to 2022, is completely unacceptable. We know that we must act to
ensure that protection is available. We will do all we can to support students, and to ensure
that students from different backgrounds and faiths can come together and not be allowed
to be divided by forces that seek to divide people from different communities, particularly
in the British Jewish community and the British Muslim community. ...

col 1203 The online space has become more and more problematic, and we must tackle
the underlying causes as best we can to protect people against antisemitism and other
forms of hate. ...

When it comes to fighting intolerance, antisemitism, anti-Muslim hatred and hatred towards
other minority groups—those with protected characteristics, those with disabilities and
many others—I hope that we can find common cause and that it is not only on days like
this that we come together ...

col 1204 | turn to the interventions that this Government, building on the work of the
previous Government, are making to protect the British Muslim community. After the 7
October terrorist attack, and in the light of the war in Gaza, anti-Muslim hatred and
intolerance has grown in our country. This year, the Government have made up to £29.4
million of protective security funding available to British Muslim community organisations,
to protect institutions from being targeted. We have sadly seen examples of the targeting
of mosques, faith schools and other organisations. We have also committed more than £1
million to support victims of Islamophobia and anti-Muslim hatred. ...

It is our responsibility to inspire future generations to stand up against hatred, prejudice
and evil. The lessons of the Holocaust are not Jewish but universal, and they remain
relevant today.

As my hon. Friend the Minister of State said in his opening remarks, the long-awaited
ceasefire in Gaza began on Sunday 19 February. We saw the release of three hostages
taken on 7 October, including the British-Israeli hostage Emily Damari, and the release of
hundreds of Palestinians. Across this House, we all hope that these first tentative steps
will lead to a lasting peace in which Israelis and Palestinians can live in peace and security.
On a personal note, | pay tribute to the British Jewish community in my own constituency,
where they have had a presence for many generations. In particular, | recognise the
contribution that they made in the Battle of Cable Street, when they stood up with trade
unionists and many others to fight Oswald Mosley’s fascists. Throughout the generations,
and in working with others across our society, the Jewish community made places such
as the east end of London safe for people like me and for those from the British Catholic
community, the British Muslim community and many others. That is the spirit of our
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country: different communities coming together to support each other and to create a safe
space for us to fight against intolerance.

col 1205 | would like us to take a moment to remember all the Holocaust survivors who
shared their testimonies and are no longer with us. | pay tribute to them for the work that
they did over many decades.

The theme of Holocaust Memorial Day 2025 is “For a better future”. As others have said,
it is an opportunity for people to come together, learn about the past and take action to
make a better future for all. There is much we can all do to create a better future. We can
speak up against Holocaust and genocide denial and distortion. We can challenge
prejudice. We can encourage others to learn about the Holocaust, the other victims of the
Nazis and subsequent genocides. In remembering the 6 million Jewish victims of the
Holocaust and the millions of the Nazis’ other victims, let us all vow to work together in
unity and solidarity for a better future. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-23/debates/934FCA27-DECA-4364-
B319-D450A2B47AD8/HolocaustMemorialDay

Testimony 360, referred to above by Matthew Pennycook, can be accessed at
https.//www.het.org.uk/testimony360-signup

The Holocaust Testimony portal, referred to above by Matthew Pennycook, can be accessed at
https.//www.holocausttestimony.org.uk/

80 Objects/80 Lives, referred to above by Matthew Pennycook, can be accessed at
https.//www.holocausttestimony.org.uk/80-objects

The Home Office hate crime statistics referred to above by Vikki Slade and Llinos Medi
can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qgovernment/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-
march-2024/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024

Information about The Vicious Circle exhibition, referred to above by Paul Waugh, can be read at
https://www.holocaust.orqg.uk/event/the-vicious-circle-london-2025

The Antisemitism Policy Trust reports referred to above by Kirsty Blackman can be read at
https://antisemitism.orqg.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Antisemitism-Goes-Viral.pdf

and
https://antisemitism.orq.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/APT-Detecting-Deep-Fakes.pdf

House of Lords Written Answer

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service: Victoria Tower Gardens
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL3982] To ask His Majesty's Government what is their
definition of "Holocaust" for the purposes of the learning centre planned for Victoria Tower
Gardens by the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation; and to which genocides the learning
centre will seek to make reference.

Lord Khan of Burnley: The scope and content of the Learning Centre exhibition

will be developed by the UK Holocaust Memorial Foundation, drawing on a wide

range of external advice and expertise. Further information can be found on the UK

Holocaust Memorial Foundation website page and in their mission statement: UK

Holocaust Memorial Foundation

Holocaust memorial foundation
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/h13982
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Trades Union Congress (TUC)

Holocaust Memorial Day: Remembering the Past, Striving for a Better Future
On January 27th the UK will observe Holocaust Memorial Day.
It is a day we remember the millions murdered by the Nazis during the Holocaust, and in
the genocides which followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. ...
Across the country, iconic buildings and landmarks will light up purple during this powerful
national moment of commemoration and solidarity. ...
Holocaust Memorial Day is an occasion for reflection - but it is also a call to action.
The Holocaust was not an inevitable event. It was the result of unchecked prejudice,
propaganda, and the dehumanisation of entire groups of people.
By remembering the past we are reminded of our collective responsibility to challenge
hatred in all its forms. The atrocities of the Holocaust serve as a stark warning of what can
happen when societies remain silent in the face of intolerance and extremist ideologies.
The theme for this year's Holocaust Memorial Day is ‘for a better future’.
As | light my candle | will think not only of those who were senselessly killed but of the
world we are striving to build. A world rooted in compassion, understanding and justice.
And this year, | will think in particular about the need for a lasting peace in the Middle East
after more than 15 devastating months of conflict that have seen so much human suffering.
That lasting peace will only be built on a two-state solution - a safe and secure Israel and
a safe, secure, free Palestine.
By remembering the horrors of the past we can commit ourselves to ensuring that darkness
never takes hold again.
We must never forget. We must always strive for peace.
To read the full press release see
https://www.tuc.org.uk/blogs/holocaust-memorial-day-remembering-past-striving-better-

future
TOP

Israel

See also the Commons debate “Holocaust Memorial Day” that is included in the
Holocaust section above.

Westminster Hall Debate

International Day of Education
col 418WH Bambos Charalambous (Labour): ... The root cause of these crises, which
disrupt education, needs to be tackled by the international community. ... Schools, which
should be sanctuaries of learning, are often the targets of attacks. Between 2015 and
2019, attacks on education were reported in 93 countries. More recently, in Gaza ongoing
conflicts have devastated educational infrastructure and left more than 1 million children
in Gaza in dire need of educational support. ...

col 426WH Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): ... The provision of inclusive, equitable
education is fragile in many more states than | have time to mention. ... A September
report from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency suggests that children’s and
young people’s education in Gaza will be set back by five years, risking a lost generation
of permanently traumatised Palestinian youth. With a ceasefire now in place, it is vital that
the UK Government scale up the spending on education in their humanitarian response.
Satellite images verify that more that 90% of schools in Gaza have been damaged and
that no universities are still in place.
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... the lack of education in conflict and post-conflict zones puts children at further risk.
These are traumatised children. ...

col 432WH The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): ... As Members have
also mentioned, even with the welcome ceasefire between Israel and Hamas, the impacts
of that conflict remain devastating for education. In Gaza, 95% of schools have been
damaged or destroyed. So in addition to our funding for the UNRWA core budget, the UK
is contributing £2 million to Education Cannot Wait and £5.6 million to the Global
Partnership for Education, to improve access to education for hundreds of thousands of
children across Gaza and the west bank as they start to rebuild. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-23/debates/75FCE183-3F26-4DD5-
AF57-A80497B6F2E0/InternationalDayOfEducation

The report referred to above by Monica Harding can be read at
https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/centres/real/publications/Palestinian education under attac
k in Gaza.pdf

House of Commons Oral Answer

Business of the House

Marie Goldman (Liberal Democrat): ... May | take this opportunity to welcome the
ceasefire in Gaza? Many of my constituents have contacted me about the conflict, and |
know it will be a comfort to them to know that bombs are no longer falling in that part of
the world—long may the peace last. ...

Lucy Powell: | thank the hon. Lady for her comments on the ceasefire in Israel and

Gaza; since we last spoke of it last week, it has seemed to be holding to some

degree, which is very welcome. ...
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-23/debates/23C426E1-E11E-4CEF-
BA23-0317A31DE9CD/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-12829C5B-56E1-47D8-
9C9D-DB1899DA40C7

House of Lords Written Answers

Gaza and West Bank: Humanitarian Aid
Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP) [HL3965] To ask His Majesty's Government whether they
have directly funded any British medical personnel to provide medical relief and assistance
to Gaza and the West Bank, with a particular focus on medical support for children.
Lord Collins of Highbury: Since the start of the conflict, we have provided £5.5
million in funding to UK-Med, enabling it to provide vital care to over 300,000
Gazans, including critical limb and life-saving surgeries, physiotherapy, and
rehabilitation. The UK also supported delivery of the Polio vaccination campaign,
both through advocacy and our core funding to the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative (GPEI), protecting thousands of vulnerable children across Gaza. We
have pressed Israel at senior levels to urgently improve healthcare provision,
including significantly increasing medical supplies, and to establish sustained, safe
and timely passage for patients who need medical or surgical interventions not
available in Gaza.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/h13965

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid
Lord Roberts of Llandudno (Liberal Democrat) [HL4115] To ask His Majesty's
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Government how many humanitarian lorries were allowed into Gaza in (1) 2020, (2) 2024,

and (3) 2025 to date.
Lord Collins of Highbury: In 2020, data from the UN Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs showed 12,492 humanitarian and 93,901 commercial trucks
entered Gaza. In 2024, data from UNRWA showed that 32,763 humanitarian and
10,638 commercial trucks entered Gaza. In 2025, data from UNRWA shows that
523 humanitarian trucks have entered Gaza to date. The 2025 data from UNRWA
is still subject to updates, and does not currently show commercial trucks. The UK
continues to push for an immediate surge of aid into Gaza.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/hl4115

UK Parliament Early Day Motion

Ayoub Khan (Independent) [695] Attempted removal of Ayman Odeh from the Israeli
Knesset — That this House expresses deep concern regarding the efforts of Israeli
coalition and opposition politicians to oust MK Ayman Odeh from the Knesset; joins Odeh
in welcoming the Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal which enabled the exchange of Israeli and
Palestinian hostages and abductees; supports the sentiment of Palestinians and Israelis
being freed from the burden of occupation and building a shared future; notes that, of the
90 Palestinians hostages most recently released by Israel, 69 were women, 21 were
children, and most had been held without charge or trial; acknowledges the existence of
myriad political mechanisms that enable the targeting, exclusion, and marginalisation of
Palestinian-Israeli members of the Knesset, including the conflation of one’s support for
Palestinian rights with support for terrorism or incitement to violence; further notes the
similar employment of the impeachment process against MK Ofer Cassif, as a result of his
signing a petition in support of the South Africa’s case forwarded in the International Court
of Justice, accusing Israel of committing genocide against the Palestinians in Gaza;
believes in the value of maintaining a representative democracy that encompasses a
broad array of political, social, and ethnic creeds; and calls on the Government to
vehemently oppose any efforts by Israeli parliamentarians to further solidify an ethnocratic,
apartheid state, and deny the Palestinian population’s right to self-determination through
the rooting out of democratically elected officials that represent their cause.
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63055

House of Commons Business and Trade Committee

Letter to the Minister of State for Europe, North America and UK Overseas Territories
regarding the legal basis for F-35 exports
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46378/documents/234369/default/

The Minister’s letter of 23 December 2024, referred to in the above, can be read at
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46149/documents/230810/default/

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

UNRWA plays a crucial role in delivering essential services like education and
healthcare: UK statement at the UN Security Council

First, following the terror attacks of 7 October and 15 months of appalling conflict, we stand
with Palestinians and Israelis in relief and hope that the ceasefire and hostage release
deal can bring lasting peace.
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The children of Gaza did not choose this war, yet they have paid the ultimate price.

A third of identified bodies are children.

At least 25,000 children are thought to have also sustained injuries. And in the last four
months of 2024, nearly 19,000 children were hospitalised with acute malnutrition.

Gaza has become the deadliest place in the world to be a child.

The psychological scars of fear, pain and deprivation are clear.

Nearly half the Palestinian children surveyed by one NGO in late 2024 expressed a desire
to die.

That is a truly shocking statistic. We must ensure that the needs of children are front and
centre of efforts to rebuild in Gaza.

As this Council heard in September from Dr Harlev of the Schneider Children’s Medical
Center, the events of 7 October also exacted a dreadful toll on Israeli children, who were
killed, gravely injured and abducted.

Some of whom have still not returned to their loved ones.

It is unimaginably cruel of Hamas to take children hostage, and still to be holding them a
full fifteen months later.

They must be released.

Second, President, we welcome news that aid is now flowing in at scale.

And as USG Fletcher said, this must continue. Humanitarian actors must be allowed safe
and unfettered access throughout Gaza, including the north and alongside this we need
to see a massive increase in commercial delivery.

The rollout of the polio vaccine to children in Gaza last year was an example of what can
be achieved when there is political will.

We urge the parties to enter this new phase in that same spirit and to prioritise those in
desperate need.

The ceasefire deal should be an opportunity to get more, not less, aid in.

And for this reason, my Foreign Secretary has urged Israel to ensure UNRWA can continue
its lifesaving operations and give the fragile ceasefire the best chance of success.

Finally, the conflict has meant that the 1.1 million children of Gaza have been out of school
for over 15 months.

We cannot allow a generation of Palestinians to be deprived of education and their right to
a better future.

To do so risks further suffering and a continued cycle of violence.

This is in neither Palestinian nor Israeli interests.

Once again, UNRWA plays a crucial role here. We must ensure its delivery of essential
services such as education and healthcare can continue until such time as a Palestinian
state can take over these functions.

President, in conclusion, this Council has a clear Children and Armed Conflict mandate to
ensure that we protect children from the scourge of war and violence, wherever that may
be.

And yet grave violations against children are at an all-time high. We must do much more
to reverse this appalling trajectory.

We call on all parties to adopt and implement concrete and time bound action plans to end
and prevent grave violations against children.

The UK will do all we can to turn the current ceasefire in Gaza into a lasting peace based
on a two-state solution, where Palestinian and Israeli children alike, can enjoy a safe and
prosperous future.
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/unrwa-plays-a-crucial-role-in-delivering-
essential-services-like-education-and-healthcare-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

To read USG Fletcher's comments, referred to above, see
https://www.unocha.org/news/un-relief-chief-urges-security-council-safequard-gazas-
children-and-uphold-ceasefire
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The UK will continue to champion coordination between the UN and LAS: UK
statement at the UN Security Council

The UK strongly supports coordination between the UN and the League of Arab States on
matters of international peace and security.

The League of Arab States is an important and valuable partner in the region. One that
has consistently used its voice to call for de-escalation and progress towards peace.

This includes efforts to bring about ceasefires and alleviate the suffering of the people in
the region over the past 15 months.

After more than a year of devastating bloodshed in Gaza the ceasefire and hostage release
deal offers hope.

We must ensure this ceasefire holds and that we have a smooth transition into phase two.
We must also see an immediate surge of aid into Gaza in accordance with the terms of the
deal.

Israel must ensure humanitarian access and the adequate provision of humanitarian aid
after implementation of the UNRWA legislation on 30 January, according to its obligations
as an occupying power.

The ceasefire offers an opportunity which we must seize to pursue a lasting peace which
offers a credible pathway towards a two-state solution.

Turning to Lebanon, the agreement between Israel and Lebanese Hizballah has also
offered hope for civilians whose lives have been devastated by more than a year of
conflict.

It is a first step toward a long-term political solution, and we call upon the parties to fulfil
the obligations within this agreement and in line with Security Council Resolution 1701. ...
President, we must also be clear on the malign role of Iran and its partners in undermining
peace and security across the region.

The Iranian regime exports violence and instability and it has had a hand in all of these
conflicts.

We call upon Iran to cease its support for these groups and respect the resolutions passed
by this Council. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-will-continue-to-champion-coordination-
between-the-un-and-las-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

David Lammy Today’s release of four hostages held by Hamas is a welcome step in the
implementation of the Gaza ceasefire deal, and a moment of immense relief for their
families. All phases of the deal must be implemented in full, including all hostages released
and aid allowed into Gaza.

https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1883115043589677553

Anneliese Dodds The ceasefire is enabling more aid into Gaza, but one of the critical
agencies - @UNRWA - faces a cliff edge next week. Children in the OPTs have access to
medical care and education thanks to UNRWA. It must be able to operate, especially at
this time. [plus link to post from UK at the UN]
https://x.com/AnnelieseDodds/status/1882552838603280620

Anneliese Dodds Today | spoke to @UNReliefChief to welcome the surge of aid into
Gaza this week. It's a fundamental part of the ceasefire - aid and commercial goods must
reach Gaza at scale. UN agencies need to be able to operate and there must be no
disruption after 30 January. [plus link to post from Tom Fletcher, UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator]
https://x.com/AnnelieseDodds/status/1882911702662176944
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The Lancet

Life expectancy losses in the Gaza Strip during the period October, 2023, to
September, 2024
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P11S0140-6736(24)02810-1/abstract

United Nations

‘A Generation Has Been Traumatized’, Says Humanitarian Affairs Chief, Briefing
Security Council on Plight of Children in Gaza

Meeting a week after a ceasefire paused the war in Gaza, after it raged for almost 470
days, the Security Council discussed the plight of children, with speakers calling for their
needs to be prioritized, through the rebuilding of educational infrastructure, the provision
of psychosocial support and ensuring a surge of humanitarian aid to the Strip.

‘A generation has been traumatized,” Tom Fletcher, Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, told the Council, pointing to
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) finding that 1 million children need mental
health and psychosocial support for depression, anxiety and suicidal thoughts.
Nonetheless, today’s briefing marks “one of the rare times we are able to highlight positive
developments”, he said, with the ceasefire providing a reprieve from relentless hostilities
for Palestinians; allowing Israeli hostages and imprisoned Palestinians to be reunited with
their families; and allowing a surge in life-saving humanitarian aid into Gaza. “Children
have been killed, starved and frozen to death,” he said, adding: “Some died before their
first breath — perishing with their mothers in childbirth.” ...

Outlining the UN and its partners’ stepped-up response across the Gaza Strip in recent
days to meet the needs of 2 million people across Gaza, he said they were enabled by
improved operating conditions, including safe, unobstructed humanitarian access, the
absence of hostilities and the almost complete cessation of criminal looting. Such
operations included the provision of life-saving services; delivering food parcels and flour
and working to reopen bakeries; and distributing fuel to ensure that critical services, such
as healthcare and water pumping, can run on back-up generators, he said, underscoring:
“At the centre of this, as always, is United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).”

He went on to express alarm over the situation in the West Bank, where record-high levels
of casualties, displacement and access restrictions witnessed since October 2023 have
intensified since the announcement of the ceasefire. Voicing alarm over attacks by Israeli
settlers on Palestinian villages and an ongoing military operation in Jenin causing death
and displacement, he urged the Council to ensure the ceasefire is maintained and to
ensure that international law is respected across the Occupied Palestinian Territory of
Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. ...

The Council also heard from Bisan Nateel, from Tamer Institute for Community
Education, an organization that helps Palestinian children express themselves through
artistic activities, who recounted the “very simple dreams” expressed in drawings by the
children she worked with, who “dreamed of going back to school, of playing with friends,
and of not hearing constant shelling”. ...

The Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine, expressing hope that the ceasefire
will become permanent, called on the Council to visit the devastated Strip and witness
firsthand what befell its people throughout 15 months of genocide, as well as the result of
the “culture of impunity and immunity enjoyed by Israel”’. The “Israeli killing machine” killed
14,000 children, left 20,000 missing under the rubble or in mass graves, and injured and
maimed many others, he said, wishing Gazans a safe return to their lives and homes,
“‘what remains of them”; and a safe return to their loved ones, “whomever remains of them”.
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He went on to emphasize the Palestinian Authority’s readiness to shoulder their
responsibilities in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, by providing relief, early recovery
and emergency services, and the control of crossings. In this context, he called on Israel
to release the thousands of medical workers, journalists and academics it had abducted
and was subjecting to torture. ...

However, Israel’s delegate questioned whether the Council has “ever paused to consider
plight of Israeli children” who were mutilated by Hamas on 7 October 2023, with 30 taken
into the group’s “terror dungeons’. ... Assailing the meeting for “dripping with fake outrage
and a political agenda”, he said Hamas, not Israel, turned Gaza into a war zone, with its
use of children as human shields, and by placing terror infrastructure in schools and
hospitals.

Citing a recent photograph of Palestinian children in “Hamas headbands”, he said that
such “systematic indoctrination” robs them of their innocence and of a future. ...

Stating that “Gaza has become the deadliest place in the world to be a child”, the United
Kingdom'’s representative also recalled that nearly half of Palestinian children surveyed
in late 2024 expressed a desire to die. “That is a truly shocking statistic,” he observed,
adding that it is “unimaginably cruel of Hamas to take children hostage”. [click here to
read this speech in full] On that, On that, the representative of the United
States pointed out that Hamas still holds two children hostage, who were violently taken
from their home on 7 October 2023.

France’s representative, too, said that his country will continue to condemn Hamas’
attacks on, and abduction of, Israeli children. At the same time, Gaza has the highest
number of child amputees per capita in the world, 17,000 children have been separated
from their parents and more than 1 million have been displaced. “These figures are
horrific,” he underscored, stressing that the ceasefire must end the “unacceptable”
suffering of Palestinian children....

The representative of the Russian Federation added: “It is noteworthy that Europeans
who very much like to cast themselves as defenders of human rights are not calling for
those who are killing children in Gaza to be brought to justice.” ...

Similarly emphasizing that UNRWA “remains the backbone of the wider humanitarian
response in Gaza”, the representative of Denmark stated that the Agency must be
allowed to implement its full mandate. While observing that restoring schools and the
physical and mental safety children need to resume learning will be a “herculean” task,
she stressed that this is “a task we need to undertake”. ...

Egypt’s delegate, speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, also emphasized the need to
preserve UNRWA, calling the UN agency “a lifeline” for Gaza’s children. Characterizing
Gaza as “a graveyard for children”, subjected to “unparalleled horrors” in modern history,
he pointed out that the crimes against them violated international law, including the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Geneva Convention, both endorsed by the
Council. Therefore, he underscored the need for accountability, and for cooperation with
international courts. ...

To read the full press release see

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc15975.doc.htm

The UNICEF finding referred to above by Tom Fletcher can be read at
https://www.unicef.orqg/emerqgencies/children-gaza-need-lifesaving-support

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Concern at use of unlawful lethal force in Jenin in the occupied West Bank
We are deeply concerned by the use of unlawful lethal force in Jenin, in the occupied West
Bank. The deadly Israeli operations in recent days raise serious concerns about
unnecessary or disproportionate use of force, including methods and means developed
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for war fighting, in violation of international human rights law, norms and standards
applicable to law enforcement operations.

This includes multiple airstrikes and apparently random shooting at unarmed residents
attempting to flee or find safety.

Israel, as the occupying power, has the responsibility to protect the population in the
territory it occupies. As UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Tlrk has
stressed, Israel must adopt and enforce rules of engagement that are fully in line with
applicable human rights norms and standards.

Our Office has verified that at least 12 Palestinians have been killed and 40 injured by
Israeli security forces since Tuesday, most of them reportedly unarmed. Among the injured
were a doctor and two nurses, according to the Palestinian Red Crescent.

All killings in a law enforcement context must be thoroughly and independently investigated
and those responsible for unlawful killings must be held to account.

By persistently failing, over the years, to hold accountable members of its security forces
responsible for unlawful killings, Israel is not only violating its obligations under
international law, but risks encouraging the recurrence of such killings.

After weeks of violence by both Israeli and Palestinian security forces in Jenin, over 3,000
families have been reportedly displaced. Essential services such as water and electricity
have been interrupted for weeks. The Israeli security forces have also shut down entrances
to major Palestinian cities such as Hebron, closed checkpoints, and initiated long,
individual searches of vehicles at those that remained open. This has cut off thousands of
Palestinians from neighboring communities, and paralysed daily activities. Thirteen new
iron gates have reportedly been installed at entrances to other towns across the occupied
West Bank.

Following the Gaza ceasefire announcement last week, settlers have been attacking
Palestinian villages and stoning vehicles, injuring several Palestinians. Houses and
vehicles have been set on fire.

We are also concerned by repeated comments from some lIsraeli officials about plans to
expand settlements further still, in a fresh breach of international law. We recall again
that the transfer by Israel of its own civilian population into territories it occupies also
amounts to a war crime.

The High Commissioner calls on Israeli authorities to cease all settlement expansion and
instead evacuate all settlements, as soon as possible, as required by international law.
We call for an immediate end to the violence in the West Bank. We also call on all parties,
including third States with influence, to do everything in their power to ensure peace is
achieved in the region.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2025/01/concern-use-unlawful-lethal-force-
jenin-occupied-west-bank

UNRWA

The Government of Israel orders UNRWA to vacate its premises in occupied East
Jerusalem and cease operations in them

The State of Israel ordered UNRWA to vacate all premises in occupied East Jerusalem
and cease its operations in them by 30 January 2025.

This order is in contradiction to international law obligations of UN member states including
the State of Israel, which is bound by the General Convention on Privileges and Immunities
of the United Nations.

United Nations premises are inviolable and enjoy privileges and immunities under the
United Nations Charter.

The State of Israel is a signatory - without reservations - to the General Convention on
Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations and enacted its provisions in its domestic

27


https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2025/01/concern-use-unlawful-lethal-force-jenin-occupied-west-bank
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2025/01/concern-use-unlawful-lethal-force-jenin-occupied-west-bank

law. These provisions oblige the State of Israel to respect United Nations privileges and
immunities, including respect for United Nations premises.
UNRWA property and assets including in East Jerusalem are immune from search,
requisition, confiscation, expropriation, and any other form of interference.
Claims from the Israeli authorities that UNRWA has no right to occupy the premises are
without foundation. They promote anti-UNRWA rhetoric, placing the Agency’s facilities and
personnel at risk. The Government of Israel has stated publicly that the aim to vacate
UNRWA premises in Sheikh Jarrah is to expand Israeli illegal settlements in occupied East
Jerusalem.
The State of Israel must take all appropriate measures consistent with international law
obligations to ensure that UNRWA'’s property and installations are respected and
protected. ...
To read the full press release see
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/government-israel-orders-unrwa-
vacate-its-premises-occupied-east

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults rm pbc 0127.pdf

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes today

Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025)
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/

** closes in 5 days

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes

Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

29


https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0127.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0127.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)

https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/
TOP

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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