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Home Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Listed Places of Worship Scheme 
col 327WH Bradley Thomas (Conservative): … There are about 20,000 listed 
cathedrals, churches and chapels in use across the UK, belonging to a wide range of 
denominations, together with a number of important listed synagogues, mosques and 
temples. The buildings are valued for their architecture and history and for the economic 
and social benefit they bring to the communities they serve. These beautiful buildings, with 
storied histories, serve both as sacred spaces for the religious community and as spaces 
for the wider public. 
The listed places of worship grant scheme supports faith communities by allowing them to 
reclaim the full amount of VAT spent on eligible repairs, alterations and additions to their 
building. That includes vital repair works to roofs and stonework, and improvements to 
facilities such as kitchens and toilets and to the thermal performance of the building. … 
At present the scheme, which spends only around £30 million per year, is due to close on 
31 March 2025, and no extension or alternative is yet known about. If the scheme is 
cancelled or scaled back, it will be devastating for these historic buildings, local 
communities and the heritage construction sector. … 
col 328WH … this is not just about the social value. There is a profound economic value 
that goes beyond the £30 million I referenced. … 
Refunding the tax our places of worship have already paid is vital because in the UK, unlike 
in the rest of Europe, they depend overwhelmingly on local people to raise the funding for 
their buildings. In France, Belgium, Germany and Italy, by contrast, such buildings are 
either owned by the state or supported by special taxes. … 
col 329WH Since 2001, the scheme has supported 13,000 places of worship, safeguarding 
the future of some of our most important local heritage. … 
col 330WH … it is not just heritage and religion that are at risk if the scheme lapses. 
Churches and other places of worship are hubs of their local communities. Church of 
England churches alone support over 35,000 social action projects, including food banks, 
community larders, and debt, drug and alcohol advice and rehabilitation groups. In recent 
years, during  which  we  have  seen  energy  prices  rise,  churches  have  acted  as  warm  
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spaces, and at times of extreme weather events they have been gathering points, providing 
the safety and hospitality required by communities seeking refuge from flooding and other 
weather events. Churches, chapels and meeting houses in the UK host and run vital 
support services—everything from Alcoholics Anonymous meetings to mental health 
support and parent and toddler groups. The saving to the NHS from delivering this kind of 
facility to communities is estimated as £8.4 billion a year. … 
col 331WH There are so many generous benefactors across the country who are giving 
their funds—which, in most cases, they have paid income tax on—to support churches 
and places that provide spiritual and social wellbeing. Government should recognise 
that … 
These buildings are loved by their communities, and in most cases they are also cared for 
by volunteers. Particularly in rural communities, the care of these magnificent buildings is 
in the hands of a few committed people, many of whom are later in their years. They 
diligently raise funds for the repair of the church building that has shaped the life of their 
village and community for centuries. … 
I urge the Government to look now at making the scheme permanent, and not just at giving 
it a temporary reprieve. A permanent scheme would enable the larger places of worship, 
such as cathedrals that plan their repair work over five to 20 years, to commit to long-term 
projects with certainty that VAT costs will be covered by the scheme. 

 

col 332WH Ruth Jones (Labour): … Faith and charity sector partners are deeply 
concerned that the listed places of worship grants scheme may not be extended beyond 
its current end date of 31 March this year. The grants scheme not only helps to sustain 
treasured local buildings that hold the story of our nation and, through their work, contribute 
every day to the common good; by enabling repairs to historic religious buildings, it also 
directly impacts communities across the UK, benefiting people of all faiths and none, from 
all walks of life. … 
col 333WH Places of worship contribute immensely to social and economic value, health 
and wellbeing. … Crucially, all that is possible only because the building is in good 
repair. … 

 

col 334WH Rachael Maskell (Labour Co-op): … There are around 80 places of worship 
in York, from York Minster through to a small Orthodox congregation who wrote to me this 
week and are seeking a new place—buildings young and old, including well-established 
places. The listed places of worship grant scheme is essential to their upkeep. … 

 

col 335WH Pippa Heylings (Liberal Democrat): … For more than 23 years, the listed 
places of worship grant scheme has been a lifeline for communities – enabling 
congregations to afford vital repairs to their historical buildings, which are quite often the 
beating heart of our communities. … 
Without a renewed commitment from the Government, congregations will struggle to afford 
the repairs needed to keep their places of worship open and functioning. … 

 

col 337WH Geoffrey Cox (Conservative): … It would be an act of cultural, social and 
spiritual mutilation not to continue with this scheme … 
My concern, if I may say so, is not for the great cathedrals of this country that will always 
attract their supporters … but for the small parish churches. They are small arks that have 
existed down the centuries as a repositories of the spiritual aspiration, the emotions, and 
the cultural and historical identities, of rural communities—ancestors have been buried 
there and pilgrimages paid to their gravesides. One by one, these churches are clinging 
on only by the efforts of half a dozen or so elderly volunteers, giving up time in the last 
years of their lives to preserve what has mattered so much to them. What happens when 
those volunteers go? … 
This scheme alone will not cause the survival of those extraordinary buildings so precious 
to our culture, our history and our nation. I implore the Minister to give thought to what 
should happen when these places of worship close. … We  need  to  give  thought  to what  
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will happen to these wonderful places, though not now sacred perhaps in some cases 
when they are closed, but still precious to the community’s identity and to our national 
inheritance. … 

 

col 340WH Gideon Amos (Liberal Democrat): … Continuation of the scheme is simply a 
fair acknowledgment of that massive voluntary contribution. In fact, it is not just a fair deal 
for the Government, but a bargain; the value gained from this scheme goes way beyond 
the heritage and cultural value. It enables churches, mosques, synagogues and temples 
to deliver essential community and voluntary services … 

 

col 343WH Charlotte Cane (Liberal Democrat): … I used to help to assess a related 
grant scheme, so I have seen how hard these congregations work to raise money. … 
Asking those people to raise an extra 20% is a significant ask and, as we have heard, it 
will stop many of these schemes going ahead. 
I ask the Minister to extend the listed places of worship grant scheme and to consider, 
preferably, making it permanent—or, if not, extending it for a significant period of time. 
That is because these are capital projects that take a lot of planning, and it takes years to 
raise the money required. People need to know that this scheme will be there into the 
future to help them to make vital repairs. … 

 

col 344WH Jim Shannon (DUP): We wish to see the heritage and faith that we have in 
this country continue. The preservation and support of places of worship is not just a matter 
of heritage or architecture, although such places are a crucial part of the national heritage; 
they also provide hundreds of millions of pounds to the economy. However, the £30 million 
allocated for them annually is only a fraction of what is needed. … 
It is crucial that the Government recognise that these buildings are not simply structures, 
but are central to the mission of the church, serving as a base for critical community 
outreach. They are sanctuaries—places where people come together for worship, prayer 
and fellowship. They are places where the community comes together to support one 
another—to be the hands and feet of God in this world. … 
The Government must acknowledge the vital role that the Church plays in the fabric of our 
society, not only in maintaining cultural heritage, but in providing essential social services. 
To that end, the Government should act decisively. By expanding the listed places of 
worship scheme and encouraging the National Heritage Lottery Fund to allocate more 
resources, ensuring that funding is available for all necessary repairs, whether they are 
urgent or preventive, the Government can ensure that churches, cathedrals and abbeys 
continue to be the heart of British life, preserving our heritage while serving our community, 
and preaching the gospel and the word of God as it is in the Bible. … 

 

col 345WH James Naish (Labour): … What is unique about the listed places of worship 
grant scheme is its accessibility, paying out approximately 500 grants a month at an 
average of £4,000 each. … 

 

col 346WH Tessa Munt (Liberal Democrat): … I recognise that in 2024 this scheme 
already gave 5,000 listed places of worship the benefit of returning up to £42 million from 
the Government to congregations across the country. That £42 million is a fixed annual 
pot, and there are, I understand, over 7,000 applications. … 
One of the things I would like the Minister to consider is the conditions that are required for 
people to claim under this scheme, in which the VAT refund is dependent on having work 
commissioned, carried out and paid for against a VAT invoice of £1,000 or more—as I 
understand it—and only then can the church submit a claim. … 

 

col 347WH Saqib Bhatti (Conservative): … Britian is defined by its history: up and down 
the country, people are fiercely proud of their heritage. … it is therefore right that we hold 
the Government to account as we try and stand up for our history and protect our 
heritage. … 
These cherished buildings play key roles in their local communities, serving both as a 
window into our past and as active centres of support and sanctuary for people of all faiths  
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and none. 
The people who look after them, as custodians of our future generations, are volunteers 
who give their time and energy generously with very little external help, but many of them 
are reliant on the vital lifeline that is the listed places of worship grant scheme. … 
col 348WH This uncertainty is making the task of those who look after these precious 
buildings more precarious and stressful. Many are understandably delaying their plans 
until the Government make up their mind, meaning more leaky roofs, more draughty 
windows and more cold churches … 
There is great frustration about the Government’s failure to confirm the extension of this 
vital scheme. It is not just felt by constituents; it has an impact on all our communities and 
on the rest of society. 
The chair of the National Churches Trust, Sir Philip Rutnam, has called on the Government 
to renew the listed places of worship fund. Sir Philip states that the crisis affecting church 
heritage could get worse in the coming months if this vital “financial lifeline” is scrapped. … 
col 349WH Of course, the dire economic circumstances make a big difference. … it is 
becoming ever clearer that the Chancellor will have to cut budgets. … As the cost of debt 
goes up and the economic situation becomes more dire, the Chancellor will have even 
less headroom to spend on schemes such as the listed places of worship grant. … 

 

The Minister for Creative Industries, Arts and Tourism (Chris Bryant): I feel as if I 
have been beaten up for the last hour and a quarter in the most genteel way, with a maniple 
rather than a boxing glove. [Interruption.] I see that most people do not know what a 
maniple is; perhaps I am the only former priest in the room. 
The shadow Minister … says that the Church cannot rely on a hymn and a prayer. Actually, 
if I might gently correct his theology, that is literally what the Church does rely on. He needs 
to go back to the 39 articles; I am quite happy to provide tutorials. … 
col 350WH Part of the problem is dwindling congregations, which are sometimes fewer 
than a dozen. I know that the Bible says “where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I”, but when we are down to two or three, it is difficult to raise the funds 
for a beautiful, ancient building that is very expensive to maintain or even keep warm. 
Those are significant challenges … 
We have focused mostly on Anglican churches … but of course this issue relates to all 
listed places of worship in the country and to many different congregations, denominations 
and religions. … 
col 351WH Churches are also refuges for lots of people. The bit that we have not 
mentioned very much is that they are a place of worship, which is an important part of the 
spiritual life of this nation. Births, deaths, baptisms, funerals and weddings are a very 
important part of community life and a commitment to God. … 
col 352WH The single biggest chunk of money that goes to churches … comes from the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. Between 2017 and 2023, the amount of money given to 
smaller churches came to £165,188,049. That far eclipses the amount of money that 
comes through the scheme that we are talking about today. … 
I tried to come to the House as soon as I could after we came to a decision. Going through 
the process in the Department has been difficult because the funding is so tight and we 
have a lot of competing demands. … 
Members will be aware from the Order Paper that an announcement on the future of the 
listed places of worship grant scheme is due today. … I am pleased to be able to give 
certainty and announce that the scheme will continue in 2025-26 with a budget of £23 
million. We have made this difficult decision against a tough financial background … 
In order to meet the budget, we have introduced a cap on the total amount that a listed 
place of worship can claim per year. We have set that at £25,000, which can still be spread 
across multiple claims from the same church. In all the years so far, 94% of applications 
have been under the £25,000 cap, and the vast majority of claims—over 70%—have been 
for less than £5,000. … 
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col 353WH By tradition, a cathedral is not symmetrical because only God is perfect. I am 
sure this funding is not perfection in terms of what everybody would want, but I hope it is 
at least acceptable. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/1BB8B56E-26D3-45B1-
9E0E-A80287596BA7/ListedPlacesOfWorshipScheme  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Islamophobia 
David Simmonds (Conservative) [23915] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, pursuant to the Answer of 11 September 2024 to 
Question 3829 on Islamophobia, whether she plans to undertake a formal consultation on 
the definition of Islamophobia. 

Alex Norris: The government engages regularly with faith communities to help 
foster strong working relationships. We are exploring a more integrated and 
cohesive approach to tackling racial and religious hatred, including Islamophobia, 
and further details will be set out in due course. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23915  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-02/3829  
 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Future of the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 
The Minister for Creative Industries, Arts and Tourism (Chris Bryant) [HCWS382] The 
Government are extending the listed places of worship grant scheme until 31 March 
2026, the end of this spending review period. This will continue to enable religious 
organisations to claim grants covering eligible VAT costs paid towards repairs and 
renovations. 
Nearly £350 million has been awarded under the scheme since 2010, supporting listed 
churches, synagogues, mosques and temples across the UK. The scheme receives 
around 7,000 applications a year, of which more than 70% are for £5,000 or less. 
Against a tough financial background and bearing in mind a wide range of competing 
priorities for expenditure within DCMS, we have made the difficult decision to implement 
an annual limit of £25,000 on the amount individual places of worship can claim in the 
coming year, and to limit the fund to £23 million. We believe that this will continue the 
widest distribution of the scheme’s benefits within the available means. Based on previous 
scheme data we expect 94% of claims to be unaffected by this change. 
Places of worship are a key part of our built heritage, central to local communities’ 
wellbeing, pride in place and identity. In addition to the benefits to their congregations, 
listed places of worship often also provide facilities for the wider community including 
foodbanks, community halls and music venues and rehearsal spaces. I am pleased that 
despite the challenging fiscal context we are able to continue the scheme for a further 
year. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-
22/debates/25012256000012/FutureOfTheListedPlacesOfWorshipGrantScheme  
 

TOP 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/1BB8B56E-26D3-45B1-9E0E-A80287596BA7/ListedPlacesOfWorshipScheme
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/1BB8B56E-26D3-45B1-9E0E-A80287596BA7/ListedPlacesOfWorshipScheme
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23915
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-02/3829
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/25012256000012/FutureOfTheListedPlacesOfWorshipGrantScheme
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/25012256000012/FutureOfTheListedPlacesOfWorshipGrantScheme


 6 

 

 

Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
The Prime Minister (Keir Starmer): … Next Monday marks Holocaust Memorial Day. 
Visiting Auschwitz last week only strengthened my resolve to build a national Holocaust 
memorial and learning centre beside this Parliament. … 
… The whole House will welcome the release of Emily Damari and other hostages from 
Gaza. We must now see the ceasefire deal implemented in full, the release of the 
remaining hostages and a surge in aid into Gaza for citizens. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-
ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-
210463F1DED4  

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
The Prime Minister (Keir Starmer): … The whole House will welcome the release of 
Emily Damari and other hostages from Gaza. We must now see the ceasefire deal 
implemented in full, the release of the remaining hostages and a surge in aid into Gaza for 
citizens. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-
ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-
210463F1DED4  
 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Kemi Badenoch (Conservative): May I take this opportunity to welcome the release of 
hostages, including Emily Damari, from barbaric captivity? … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-
ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-BA8ED488-03B6-4190-97C2-
F670462A852A  
 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Ed Davey (Liberal Democrat): I echo the Prime Minister’s opening remarks about … 
Holocaust Memorial Day, and I particularly join him in expressing our immense relief at the 
release of Emily Damari and in celebrating that she is back with her mum Mandy and the 
rest of her family. Let us hope that all the hostages are released as soon as possible, and 
that the ceasefire turns into a lasting peace. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-
ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-41281D77-A3BF-4669-B047-
CB898ACBFB25  
 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Iqbal Mohamed (Independent): May I associate myself with the Prime Minister’s remarks 
about the ceasefire and the release of hostages? Let us all pray that the remaining 
hostages on both sides are released as soon as possible. Since the ceasefire in Gaza 
came into effect, Israeli forces have placed the whole of the west bank under strict military  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-210463F1DED4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-210463F1DED4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-210463F1DED4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-210463F1DED4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-210463F1DED4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-CCD7D66D-126C-464D-B83D-210463F1DED4
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-BA8ED488-03B6-4190-97C2-F670462A852A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-BA8ED488-03B6-4190-97C2-F670462A852A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-BA8ED488-03B6-4190-97C2-F670462A852A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-41281D77-A3BF-4669-B047-CB898ACBFB25
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-41281D77-A3BF-4669-B047-CB898ACBFB25
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-41281D77-A3BF-4669-B047-CB898ACBFB25
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inspection as part of the Iron Wall operation. The Israel Defence Forces have launched a 
large-scale offensive operation in the city of Jenin, with numerous drone strikes on the 
infrastructure and a military raid by IDF troops and special forces in the occupied west 
bank. At least nine people have been killed by Israeli forces and 40 have been injured, 
including several healthcare workers. What urgent steps are the Government taking to 
protect Palestinians—including healthcare workers—and to prevent atrocities in the west 
bank, and will the Prime Minister outline the UK’s response to the International Court of 
Justice’s advisory opinion on Israel’s unlawful occupation? 

The Prime Minister: I am deeply concerned by what is happening in the west bank. 
We have raised it a number of times in the various exchanges that we have had, 
but I am deeply concerned about it, and we are doing everything we can to alleviate 
the situation. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-
ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-08EE3FD5-34F8-403D-BE7A-
CD03422B936B  
 

 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Ithaca Energy: Occupied Territories 
Carla Denyer (Green) [23958] To ask the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero, pursuant to the Answer of 10 January 2025 to Question 21077 on Ithaca Energy: 
Occupied Territories, if she will make an assessment of the potential implications for his 
policies of reports that the Rosebank oil field’s minority owner is owned by a firm operating 
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Michael Shanks: There are no current plans to make such assessment. 
We routinely update our guidance to British businesses on the Overseas Business 
Risk website. 
We advise British businesses to bear in mind the British Government's view on the 
illegality of settlements under international law when considering their investments 
and activities in the region. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23958  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21077  

 
 

House of Lords Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Middle East 
The previous week’s Ministerial Statement to the House of Commons was read in 
the Lords.  

 

col 1716 … After months of despair, there is now hope; a glimmer of light in the darkness; 
a darkness that had seemed all-consuming since Hamas’s barbaric terrorist attack on 7 
October 2023. … 
I say to all those now waiting anxiously to see what this deal means for them: we are with 
you in the days and weeks ahead. In Gaza today, civilians will be waiting anxiously to see 
what this deal means for them. … 
col 1717 After 15 months of conflict, the level of suffering defies belief. Gazans have truly 
been trapped in hell on earth—over 46,000 killed, so many children’s lives extinguished, 
schools, hospitals and homes destroyed, and hunger and disease. Almost 2 million have 
been forced to flee their homes, with northern Gaza cut off from the rest of the strip. A 
generation has been scarred by the savagery of war. … 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-08EE3FD5-34F8-403D-BE7A-CD03422B936B
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-08EE3FD5-34F8-403D-BE7A-CD03422B936B
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/B4593C1D-A16E-49B2-ABA1-1F043B4FE249/Engagements#contribution-08EE3FD5-34F8-403D-BE7A-CD03422B936B
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-14/23958
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21077
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast#contribution-2BEE721E-C78C-4E84-8DDB-39D8B5BF9EB2
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Beyond Israel and Gaza, the conflict has brought yet more tensions and conflict into the 
wider region, with unprecedented Iranian attacks, a renewed conflict in Lebanon and 
Houthi strikes in the Red Sea and into Israel. At times, our own communities—and indeed 
this House—have been divided by this war. … 
The agreement as negotiated has three stages. In the first six-week phase we expect that 
both parties will stop fighting. Thirty-three of the hostages will be freed: children, women, 
those over 50 and the wounded. Israel will start to redeploy to the edge of the strip. 
Palestinians will return to what is left of their homes. The Rafah crossing will reopen. Israel 
will allow 600 truckloads of aid into Gaza each day. On the 16th day, negotiations will 
begin on the detail of the second phase. In the second six-week phase, the male hostages 
under 50 will be released. Israel will complete its withdrawal from Gaza, and there will be 
a permanent ceasefire. Finally, a third phase will see the return of the bodies of any 
remaining hostages and the lifting of economic restrictions on Gaza. … 
col 1718 Much remains to be done. … 
The Government are committed to sustaining momentum, however fragile the process at 
first may be. Every hostage must be released, as set out in the agreement. Every ounce 
of aid promised to Gaza must reach those in need. I am sending my representative for 
humanitarian affairs to the region, to work closely with aid agencies, the Israeli 
Government and our partners to deliver on these promises. 
Palestinians must also be free to return to their homes and, crucially, they will need to 
rebuild: rebuild their homes, rebuild their lives and rebuild their communities. They cannot 
possibly do that on their own. They need to feel safe and they need the international 
community to deliver the funds they will require. … 
The Palestinian Authority has a crucial role to play. We want donors to support its plans 
for recovery, and I discussed that with President Abbas on Monday. We are providing 
technical and financial assistance to the PA, including to support the urgent recovery of 
basic services. Working with the Palestinian Authority and civil society will help lay the 
groundwork for an inclusive Palestinian governance in Gaza. That is the best way to re-
establish local order and security. It is therefore a crucial first step in achieving not only 
better lives for Palestinians but a future for Gaza no longer under the control of Hamas. … 

 

col 1719 The Earl of Courtown (Conservative): … This pivotal juncture was tragically 
precipitated by the horrific Hamas terror attack of 7 October: the worst terror attack in 
Israel’s history and the most murderous pogrom against the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust. The atrocities committed on that day stand as a chilling reminder of the dangers 
of allowing such groups to operate unchecked. We are heartened to witness the return of 
the first hostages under this agreement, including British national Emily Damari. These 
brave individuals, who have endured unimaginable trauma, will now face the long journey 
of rebuilding their lives. … 
As we reflect, we must also remember the victims of those appalling attacks: those who 
lost their lives, those murdered in captivity and those whose lives have been irrevocably 
altered. The cruelty of Hamas over the past 15 months underscores the necessity of 
holding such groups accountable. Every single hostage must be safely returned to their 
loved ones and the international community must continue pressing for their unconditional 
release. … 
Could the Minister say what additional humanitarian assistance the Government are 
planning to provide to alleviate the suffering of civilians affected by the ongoing conflict, 
particular in Gaza? How will the logistics work? … 

 

col 1720 Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): … I also share the noble Earl’s 
welcome for the fact that many families are now being reunited with the hostages. It is a 
tragedy that many families are waiting for the bodies of hostages, rather than live hostages. 
Hamas should never be forgiven for their actions. 
There will be many in Israeli society who were shocked at the armed al-Qassam Brigades 
being very visible on the streets. Many had assumed that, as a result of the IDF’s actions,  
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Hamas was removed, but it still looks as though it is very present. Does the Minister agree 
with the previous US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, in his assessment, which he 
made public, that Hamas has recruited the same number of fighters today as it has lost? 
What is the Government’s assessment of the current standing of Hamas, and how will that 
have an impact on any relationship with Fatah and the PLO in the Palestinian Authority? 
On reconstruction, the needs are enormous. … I hope that the Government will find a way 
of ensuring that education for children in the region is at the top of our priorities. One of 
the consequences of conflict is that it is often the next generation that is more radicalised 
than the previous one. Given the scale of the conflict in Gaza, we all fully understand that, 
without interventions now in relation to child trauma, psychosocial support and education 
support, there will be potential threats and danger in the future. 
On the situation in the West Bank, what is the Government’s assessment of the report of 
concessions that the Israeli Prime Minister gave to the remainder of the extreme right wing 
in his Cabinet? According to those reports, while there could be support for the agreement 
on Gaza, there are now to be far more IDF and Israeli actions in the West Bank—leading 
to full annexation … Will [the Minister] put on record that we will not follow the new Trump 
Administration in removing the sanctions that were put in place on the settlers for the 
violence that they had carried out against innocent communities in their own home 
areas? … 

col 1721 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): … The deal is incredibly 
fragile, so we have to do everything possible to ensure that we can build confidence 
on all sides to help sustain the ceasefire and move it from phase 1 to phase 3 and 
into a lasting peace. It is important to turn this deal into a political process that leads 
us to the two-state solution. … 
I join the noble Earl in welcoming the release of the three hostages in Gaza, 
including, of course, British national Emily Damari. … Our thoughts are also with 
those still waiting to be reunited with their loved ones, including the families of 
United Kingdom-linked hostages Eli Sharabi, Oded Lifshitz and Avinatan Or—three 
people who should be reunited with their families. … 
For the deal to work, parties need to co-operate to make sure that the ceasefire 
lasts and moves towards a lasting peace. Planning for governance, security and 
reconstruction must be predicated on progress towards a Palestinian state, with 
Gaza and the West Bank united under one Government, and the Palestinian 
Authority must play a key role. … Stability in the West Bank is crucial to ensure that 
the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. … 
An effective PA is vital for lasting peace and progress towards a two-state solution. 
Our long-standing position has been that we will recognise the Palestinian state at 
a time that is most conducive to that process—not the end but as part of that 
process. We remain absolutely committed to that. 
col 1722 … this ceasefire provides an opportunity to get aid in—and we have heard 
that just under 1,000 trucks got in in one day last week. We need to ensure that 
that continues. … 
We have to ensure that the process delivers that longer-term building of confidence 
and dialogue. … we have moved to sanction those responsible for violence in the 
West Bank and announced designations against eight extremist Israeli settlers and 
nine entities known to have supported, incited and promoted violence against 
Palestinian communities. We will not hesitate to take further action if it is needed. 
The UK is deeply concerned by IDF military operations in the occupied West Bank. 

Lord Austin of Dudley (Non-affiliated): My Lords, one of the tragedies of Gaza has been 
that aid has been looted by the corrupt, murderous gangsters of Hamas, and that money 
and materials that should have been used to build hospitals, schools and housing have 
been used instead to pay for  weapons  and  to  build  tunnels  from  which  to attack Israel.  
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What are the Government going to do to prevent aid that they give in future being stolen 
and abused like this? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … This is an obligation on the Palestinian Authority. We 
have been supporting the Palestinian Authority security services through training. 
We have also urged the Israeli Government and the IDF to protect the distribution 
of humanitarian aid to ensure that it reaches those people who need it. … 

Lord Harries of Pentregarth (Crossbench): … I shall focus briefly on what is happening 
in the West Bank … We know that Hamas is represented there, and it can become only 
more embittered if settler attacks on Palestinian villages continue. … Will the Minister 
encourage the Government to make it perfectly clear, publicly, that we are going to 
continue to maintain those sanctions? 

col 1723 Lord Collins of Highbury: … I thought I had made it clear that we will 
maintain those sanctions. We are extremely concerned at the increased level of 
violence, and we have conveyed this to the Israeli Government. The ceasefire is 
fragile, and we need to build confidence. … 

Viscount Hailsham (Conservative): Does the Minister agree that if, at the end of the 
initial period, Israel renews the war in Gaza, as is called for by some right-wing Members 
of the Government, such action, without clear, obvious and compelling justification, will do 
immense damage to the international standing of Israel and to its moral reputation? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: I am not going to speculate on what might happen. … 
The Lord Bishop of Manchester: … One of our key partners is the al-Ahli hospital in 
northern Gaza, a hospital that the people of that area rely on pretty well entirely now for 
any healthcare they can get. Most of the hospital has been destroyed—both the library 
and the historic church are now in use as wards. What assurances can the Minister give 
us about how we can get aid into the hospital, so that the people of northern Gaza, no 
matter how long the ceasefire lasts  … will be able to get the medical help they need? Over 
1,000 emergency patients are being admitted every day. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … we are very much focused on getting medical aid 
and support in, particularly to northern Gaza. … 

col 1724 Baroness Foster of Aghadrumsee (Non-affiliated): … Given that it has been 
recently reported by Forbes that Hamas is the second-richest terrorist organisation in the 
world, can this Government not find a way to capture some of that money, so that we can 
put it towards reconstruction in Gaza? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: One thing is clear: there is no role for Hamas in the 
future. That means that we have to work with all parties, particularly those in the 
region. I mentioned before that we continue to work with Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority, the United States and regional partners, including Arab and Gulf states, 
to build a consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance and security framework 
that supports the conditions for a permanent and sustainable peace. … there can 
be no role for an organisation that has committed such horrific crimes. 

Lord Stevens of Birmingham (Crossbench): Given that the Minister has rightly said that 
there can be no role for Hamas, has he seen the well-sourced reports from independent 
news agencies—such as the one from Reuters today—showing that, as we speak, it is 
Hamas thugs who are controlling the distribution of international humanitarian aid in north 
Gaza, as well as controlling the movement of the long-suffering Gazans themselves? … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The important thing is that we are working with the 
Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority to focus on the security issues … 
That is why we are supporting the Palestinian Authority in its security mechanisms. 
The Israeli Government also have a duty to ensure that there is proper distribution 
of that aid, to northern Gaza in particular. … 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon (Conservative): … we must engage directly on the 
importance of the “day after”, because it is here and now. That means grasping the plans 
which already exist and building on the framework  of  the  Abraham accords and the three  
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Arab states, including Egypt and Jordan, which are at peace with Israel. We have 
initiatives, such as the Arab peace initiative and more recently the plan put forward by 
former Prime Minister Olmert and former Foreign Minister of the PA, Nasser al-Kidwa. 
These plans exist; they are incremental and structured. Surely we can ensure that the UK 
Government play their part in the process which is needed now and which runs in parallel 
with the long-term objective of ensuring that a two-state solution is delivered. 

col 1725 Lord Collins of Highbury: The noble Lord is absolutely right; there are 
these plans and discussions, which we need, and the United Kingdom is happy to 
convene whatever meetings we possibly can. … 

Baroness Goudie (Labour): … we are pleased to be at the stage of peacebuilding. Does 
the Minister agree that it is important that local women are involved at every level and at 
every peace table? … 
There is also the question of health. If we do not have proper hospitals brought into areas, 
there is no hope for maternal health and for cancer patients and other patients. So, we 
ought to agree now with everybody that women have to be at every peace table, because 
without that we are not going to get real peace. … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The noble Baroness is absolutely right. We have both 
been engaged in focusing on the women, peace, and security agenda … women 
also have a critical role in delivering that peace process. That is why we are working 
with the PA as well to ensure that women are involved and engaged … 

Lord McDonald of Salford (Crossbench): My Lords, the country in the Middle East that 
had the worst 2024 was Iran. At the beginning of 2025 there are indications that Tehran 
wants to return to the negotiating table. … 

col 1726 Lord Collins of Highbury: I hear what the noble Lord says, but we have 
to recognise that we condemned Iranian attacks on Israel. We have seen what Iran 
is capable of doing and how responsible it is for malign activity, most recently on 
14 October. We have been focusing on calling on Iran and its allies to refrain from 
further attacks to de-escalate the situation and to support the opportunity for an 
agreed ceasefire. … 

Baroness Blower (Labour): … over quite a lot of years … the international teacher trade 
union movement has worked extensively with teachers in Palestine, offering training and 
curriculum development. … I have been into Palestinian schools and looked extensively 
at the curriculum and I can assure my noble friend—and hope that he will agree—that 
UNRWA does not engage in indoctrination. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … I had the opportunity to visit the Occupied Territories 
and I certainly visited schools. I looked at many of the facilities that UNRWA 
provided, and they are an essential mechanism for delivering that humanitarian aid. 
… there is a role for all kinds of civil society. We have heard about faith groups—I 
would mention trade unions. I had a long association with the Palestinian trade 
union federation. I think we can do more to encourage civil society from all quarters 
to support that reconstruction. … 

Lord Walney (Crossbench): I know the Minister is not going to dismiss the substantial 
evidence that has built up over the years of extremist poison being injected into the minds 
of young Palestinians through the school system. But, whatever the past, does he agree 
that it is very hard to see a more tolerant future if this were still to occur? … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: Building confidence and trust is not an easy thing to do 
over the long period of conflict that we have seen … We need to ensure that we 
define what peace means and what are the benefits and dividends of it, because 
there are great opportunities in Palestine and in Israel to develop economic 
progress in a way we have not seen before, and that peace can deliver. … 

col 1727 Lord Bellingham (Conservative): … Can [the Minister] … clarify what he said 
about the two-state solution, because surely this is the only way forward in the future to 
find a realistic peace? … 
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Lord Collins of Highbury: … We have been consistent about settlements in the 
Occupied Territories, we have been consistent in terms of the duties on Israel and 
we have condemned any extension of settlements. … we have made clear to the 
Israelis the consequence of undermining the possibility of a secure Palestinian 
state. 
The Foreign Secretary has visited Israel and the region on three occasions since 
taking office. Every time he has visited, he has visited the Occupied Territories. … 
we have been making very serious calls about the ceasefire, we now have it, it is 
fragile and we need to be committed to ensure it is sustainable. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-22/debates/C36294A2-969E-45CB-9D35-
6B365BB00270/MiddleEast  

 

The Reuters report referred to above by Lord Stevens of Birmingham can be read at 
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-tight-grip-gaza-complicates-plan-for-
lasting-peace-2025-01-22/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Israel and Palestine 
Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick (Labour): To ask His Majesty’s Government what 
discussions they have had with international partners about establishing a fund to support 
infrastructure in Gaza and reconciliation between Israel and Palestine. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): My Lords, this deal is a fragile 
process but one that the United Kingdom is ready to support. It is a first step. We 
must build confidence on all sides to help sustain the ceasefire, moving it from 
phase 1 through to phase 3, into a political process that sees lasting peace. We are 
already convening partners to build consensus for a post-conflict Gaza governance 
and security framework, and co-ordinated and effective support for recovery and 
reconstruction. 

Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick: … Would [the Minister] agree, as has been the case 
in other areas of conflict, that a vibrant, free and civil society is essential to building peace 
and reconciliation? In this respect, would it be possible for the Government to increase 
their funding to human rights groups in Palestine and Israel to underpin the organic growth 
of that much-needed civil society to try to achieve a shared future and reconciliation for all 
citizens of Israel and Gaza? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: Through our aid programmes, we are supporting human 
rights organisations in Israel and Palestine on a range of issues. Their work is 
invaluable for providing us with relevant analysis, as well as for shaping our policy. 
We are clear that Palestinian leadership and civil society must be at the forefront of 
Gaza’s recovery. The United Kingdom is committed to promoting an inclusive 
approach to recovery and reconstruction, supporting the political process towards 
a two-state solution. 

Lord Callanan (Conservative): My Lords, I am sure we are all delighted to see the 
ceasefire and the release of the three hostages, including the British national Emily 
Damari, earlier this week. I listened carefully to the Minister, and he is right that proper 
future governance in Gaza will be crucial if the current ceasefire is to be enduring. Perhaps 
he could say a bit more about what consideration the Government are giving to helping 
establish future governance and administration in the Gaza Strip, free, we hope, of the 
malign influence of Hamas. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … We are continuing to work with Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority, the US and regional partners to build consensus on a post-conflict Gaza  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-22/debates/C36294A2-969E-45CB-9D35-6B365BB00270/MiddleEast
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-22/debates/C36294A2-969E-45CB-9D35-6B365BB00270/MiddleEast
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-tight-grip-gaza-complicates-plan-for-lasting-peace-2025-01-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-tight-grip-gaza-complicates-plan-for-lasting-peace-2025-01-22/
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governance and security framework that supports the conditions, as he rightly said, 
for a permanent and sustainable peace. We have given the PA two posts to help 
support its work on this, and we will look towards doing even more as we move 
through the stages of the ceasefire agreement. 

Baroness Deech (Crossbench): My Lords, has the Minister read the wise words of the 
noble Lord, Lord Finkelstein, in this morning’s Times, where he points out that the time 
has come for the Palestinians to behave like all the millions or trillions of people displaced 
since the Second World War with the creation of new states? Does the Minister agree that 
the problem is UNRWA? The Arabs have to accept the existence of Israel and UNRWA 
must resettle refugees. It must get them settled in the countries in which they are living 
and make sure that they have full civil rights, so that their children grow up not to hate but 
to make a new life and take new opportunities in the countries where they are living, like 
all other refugees around the world. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: I hear what the noble Baroness says, but, of course, 
many Palestinians are living in occupied territory. We want to ensure, through the 
peace process that has been agreed, that we work with all sides to bring them 
towards a consensus that will ensure the safety and security of Israel, as well as 
the safety and security of a Palestinian state. We must work towards that, and this 
agreement provides the basis to do so. 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, the people of Gaza need homes 
and shelter. The UN estimated last summer that clearing the 40 million tonnes of rubble in 
Gaza will take 15 years. Does the Minister agree that human reconstruction, especially for 
the children of Gaza—who are equivalent to the entire under-10 population of London and 
are homeless, without shelter or health or education facilities—should be our number one 
mission? The UK cannot do everything for the reconstruction, but it can ensure that some 
pop-up education and child trauma centres are erected now, so that if there is any kind of 
sustainable peace it ensures that children are at the heart of any kind of reconstruction 
and recovery. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: I agree completely with the noble Lord. In fact, we have 
announced £112 million this financial year, including £41 million for UNRWA, which 
is supporting the Occupied Palestinian Territories and Palestinian refugees in the 
region. This support has meant that half a million people have received essential 
healthcare funding and medical support. More than 300,000 people have been 
treated. The noble Lord is also right to focus on children. Some 14,000 children 
now have access to education materials and welfare support because of UK 
intervention. However, this is only the beginning. It is a huge process that we must 
commit to, but if we can work with our partners across the globe, we can do that. 

Baroness Blower (Labour): … Given that there might now be the possibility of temporary 
urgent medical evacuation, in particular for children who are in the most serious situations, 
will the Government consider bringing some children to the UK on the clear understanding 
that they will return to their homes in Gaza, whether those are temporary or, ultimately, 
permanent? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: It is vital that Israel ensures that there is sustained 
passage for patients who need treatment that is not available in Gaza during the 
first phase of this ceasefire. That means working with neighbours, because speed 
and distance are important factors in receiving treatment. However, I reassure my 
noble friend that officials across Whitehall are looking at all options to make sure 
that we are doing everything in our power to help and to explore all avenues to 
support those who are critically ill in Gaza. That is why we have also announced £1 
million for the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population, delivered through WHO 
Egypt, to support Palestinians who are medically evacuated from Gaza. 

Baroness Altmann (Non-affiliated): My Lords, does the Minister agree that Israel has, 
for its entire  existence,  sought  a  two-state  solution  and  to  live  in  peace  alongside a  
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Palestinian state? Unless and until the Palestinians themselves accept Israel’s very right 
to exist and stop indoctrinating their children that the only thing that matters is recovering, 
“from the river to the sea”, the land that they have claimed ownership of but which has 
been disputed for so long, it will be very difficult to see a sustainable path to peace for 
Israelis and Palestinians, especially with the ongoing international involvement in the 
indoctrination of children via UNRWA schools. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … The United Kingdom is ready to play a leading role 
with international and regional partners in the process towards that next stage of 
the two-state solution. It is predicated on tangible progress towards a Palestinian 
state, with Gaza and the West Bank united under one Government. The PA’s role 
in Gaza must therefore be front and centre. Planning needs to advance security for 
both Gazans and Israel, as the noble Baroness pointed out. 

Baroness Hayman (Crossbench): The Prime Minister’s support and leadership on 
setting up an international fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace has been welcomed by those 
involved in civil society peacebuilding, brought together by the Alliance for Middle East 
Peace. There was talk of a conference to launch this fund in this country early in the new 
year. Can the Minister give us any details on when that conference might take place? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: Sadly, I am not able to give details at this stage, but 
since the ceasefire agreement we have been assessing how we can build that 
stronger alliance across allies and, in particular, the Gulf states to ensure that we 
can focus on the issues. When I get more information, I will write to the noble 
Baroness. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-22/debates/1A235E72-65C7-4A1E-A901-
FB1C4245D90D/IsraelAndPalestine  

 

The Times article referred to above by Baroness Deech can be read at 
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/columnists/article/middle-east-peace-accepting-past-
gaza-vqvvn6thc  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (Independent) [682] Israeli violence in the West Bank – That this 
House notes that the Israeli army is conducting a wide ranging military campaign in the 
West Bank causing injury and deaths in significant numbers, as well as oppression and 
humiliation of Palestinians; further notes the increase in the number of military checkpoints 
and lockdowns constraining and forbidding movement of many including hospital staff, 
medics (Jenin Government Hospital) and civilians; acknowledges the impediments placed 
in the way of the Palestine Red Crescent in carrying out its vital work as a result of military 
raids; condemns the escalation in Israeli settler terrorist attacks on Palestinian villages and 
homes; and reaffirms the right of all in the region to freedom of movement and to be 
allowed to carry on with their daily lives without fear of death or persecution. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63037  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

Gaza (Humanitarian Aid) 
Foysol Choudhury (Labour) [S6O-04239] To ask the Scottish Government, regarding 
any implications for its provision of funding for humanitarian aid in Gaza, whether it will 
provide an update on what discussions it has had with the United Kingdom Government 
regarding recent developments in Gaza.  

The  Minister for  Employment  and  Investment  (Tom  Arthur):  To  date,  the  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-22/debates/1A235E72-65C7-4A1E-A901-FB1C4245D90D/IsraelAndPalestine
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-22/debates/1A235E72-65C7-4A1E-A901-FB1C4245D90D/IsraelAndPalestine
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/columnists/article/middle-east-peace-accepting-past-gaza-vqvvn6thc
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/columnists/article/middle-east-peace-accepting-past-gaza-vqvvn6thc
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/63037
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Scottish Government has committed £1 million for the crisis in Gaza and the wider 
middle east. That money has provided food, water, medical assistance and shelter 
to displaced people across the region. As the political and humanitarian situation in 
Gaza continues to develop, Scottish Government officials will maintain regular 
contact with their counterparts in the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office. With a ceasefire now in place, we urge all parties to facilitate a surge in the 
delivery of humanitarian aid to alleviate the unimaginable suffering that has been 
endured over the past 15 months. 

Foysol Choudhury: The ceasefire between Israel and Hamas and the returning of 
hostages should be welcome, but they will not undo the suffering that has been inflicted 
on the people of Gaza or the actions that Amnesty International said broke the Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. Does the minister agree that 
the ceasefire is not the end of the conflict and that diplomatic pressure on all parties is 
needed to deliver a free Palestine and regional peace, particularly following recent 
violence in the West Bank? Will the Scottish Government consider actions to prevent 
public money from going to organisations that have profited from the war? 

Tom Arthur: I agree entirely with Mr Choudhury on the need to urge all parties to 
abide by the terms of the ceasefire and to ensure that we maximise support and 
humanitarian aid not only in terms of infrastructure, but in recognition of the fact 
that this is a severely traumatised population. We need long-term sustained 
investment to support the people of Gaza, and the Scottish Government is 
committed to that. 
On his specific points on procurement, the member will recognise that we operate 
under a suite of domestic and international procurement laws and regulations, by 
which we must abide. I hope that the member recognise, from the commitments 
that the Scottish Government has made and what it has delivered to date, that we 
very much have the same position and view that he has on this matter. 

Emma Roddick (SNP): I recently met Highland-Palestine, which is a group that does 
incredible work to raise awareness and show solidarity from the Highlands with the people 
of Palestine. Although the news that a ceasefire agreement has been reached is extremely 
welcome, the humanitarian situation on the ground in Palestine remains desperate. What 
further discussions has the Government had with the UK Government about allowing 
Palestinians who have lost homes and loved ones to resettle and find sanctuary in 
Scotland? 

Tom Arthur: Scotland has a long history of welcoming people who are fleeing war 
and persecution. The Minister for Equalities wrote to the UK Government in 
November to call again for a bespoke family reunion scheme to be established, to 
enable people in Gaza to seek sanctuary with family members in the UK. 
The Home Office replied on 7 January, saying that no changes to existing visa 
schemes and immigration routes were planned. We are extremely disappointed by 
that reply and continue to urge the UK Government to provide support for 
Palestinian families in their time of extreme suffering. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-23-01-
2025?meeting=16213&iob=138495#orscontributions_M16216E356P845C2649487  
 

 

Welsh Senedd Oral Answers 

The Ceasefire in Gaza 
Rhun ap Iorwerth (Plaid Cymru) [TQ1285] Will the First Minister make a statement on 
the steps the Government will take to support the humanitarian campaign in response to 
the ceasefire in Gaza?  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-23-01-2025?meeting=16213&iob=138495#orscontributions_M16216E356P845C2649487
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-23-01-2025?meeting=16213&iob=138495#orscontributions_M16216E356P845C2649487
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-23-01-2025?meeting=16213&iob=138495#orscontributions_M16216E356P845C2649487
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Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip (Jane Hutt): … 
Before Christmas we were pleased to donate £100,000 to the Disasters Emergency 
Committee's appeal for the middle east. Earlier today I announced that the Welsh 
Government would be donating a further £100,000.  

Rhun ap Iorwerth: May I start, Dirprwy Lywydd, by welcoming the written statement 
issued by the Government today saying that there will be a further financial contribution of 
£100,000 to the DEC humanitarian campaign in the middle east, and bringing the total 
since October last year to £200,000? … 
The ceasefire in Gaza, whilst long overdue, offers hope after the darkest of days. The 
humanitarian response from the international community must not repeat the inaction of 
Governments around the world since Hamas's shocking and horrific attacks of 7 October. 
Yes, the international community rightly condemned and was appalled by those acts of 
terror, but had the international community stood firmer against the immoral and illegal 
actions of the Israeli Government, fewer Palestinian lives would have been lost, and the 
scale of devastation would not have been on the scale that we have witnessed. With over 
30,000 people facing life-changing injuries, rehabilitation services largely unavailable, 
rising transmission of infectious diseases, malnutrition and the risk of famine exacerbating 
the crisis, we need an unprecedented humanitarian response, with everyone who can 
playing their part. Reopening aid corridors blocked illegally by the Israeli Government in 
the first place does at least allow some respite for Palestinians, who have endured so 
much already. … 
Secondly, can I press upon the Cabinet Secretary the need to support Welsh families 
affected in the region, and can I ask her to speak about the Government's ability to co-
ordinate Welsh expertise that can contribute to the long-term rebuilding of Gaza's essential 
infrastructure, including the housing, healthcare and education sectors? Can I ask her to 
commit to Welsh Government pressing always on UK Government to consider how its 
actions in terms of political positioning, international advocacy, aid funding, arms sales and 
so on act in the interests of peace and justice? Above all else, will she commit the Welsh 
Government to increasing its advocacy on the international stage for a just and lasting 
peace for the people of both Israel and Palestine? 

Jane Hutt: … I think it's important that the ceasefire agreement does actually help 
DEC charities scale up the aid that they're delivering in Gaza, and also some respite 
from the enormous challenges and risks they have faced every day in their work. 
And you've acknowledged the risks that those aid workers face and the loss of life, 
of course, as we've heard as well. So, new access routes, opportunities to use 
existing routes more widely, allowing them to increase the amount of urgent aid 
being delivered to the people of Gaza, many of whom have endured an 
unimaginably harsh winter, after more than a year of devastating conflict. 
And, of course, we continue, where we can, with that advocacy at an international 
level, looking also, as you raised the question, at those affected here in Wales—
families in the region joining the international community—and, of course, this 
includes hoping that all hostages, including of the family living here in Wales, are 
released quickly and unharmed, but engaging, of course, with the UK Government, 
who lead on foreign policy on these matters. 

Paul Davies (Conservative): … We've all watched in horror the growing humanitarian 
crisis that has unfolded in Gaza in recent years, and it's absolutely vital that the entire 
international community does everything it can to provide effective humanitarian support 
to those in need. … 
Dirprwy Lywydd, we are all united in this Chamber in calling for peace; we all want to see 
a permanent end to the hostilities in Gaza, and I believe that a two-state solution is the 
best way to establish a lasting peace in the area. Therefore, the international community, 
in my view, must do much more to engage with Israeli and Palestinian leaders and ensure 
that discussions between both sides continue to take place in the future. 
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So … can you tell us a bit more about the work that is being undertaken with partners and 
agencies across Wales to deliver humanitarian support in Gaza? … 

Jane Hutt: … It is important that we must see a concerted effort by the international 
community to deliver into Gaza Also, we're very aware of health and humanitarian 
professionals from Wales who've travelled to the middle east to work in very 
challenging circumstances. And we continue to consider what support and co-
ordination we can offer, and we want the ceasefire to hold and the reconstruction 
of Gaza to begin. … 

Jenny Rathbone (Labour): … It's very good to hear the chief whip of the Welsh 
Conservatives saying that we want a two-state solution, and it's good that we all agree on 
that. Obviously, this is a very fragile situation, and the latest military activity by the Israeli 
military in Jenin is very worrying in terms of the impact that that might have in provoking 
other people to do something that disrupts the fragile ceasefire that we currently have. … 
I was very impressed to listen to Dr Clare Frost on the BBC on Sunday. She is a general 
practitioner from Cardigan who has been working in central Gaza since September, seeing 
up to 400 patients a day, having bullets swinging by the hospital … 
I just wondered if, in your further considerations, the Government would consider a 
donation to UK-Med, which is sponsoring Clare Frost in Gaza, because they will know 
exactly what's needed in specific areas and it short circuits the lines of communications 
when you're dealing with one organisation specifically dealing with medical problems. … 

Jane Hutt: … we must recognise the needs that are not just health needs; I'll give 
you one example: Concern Worldwide and local partners aim to distribute around 
5,000 litres of clean water every two days in Gaza, distributing hygiene supplies 
and building sanitation facilities. The work that is being undertaken already … 

Sioned Williams (Plaid Cymru): … I also welcome … that there is now a further £100,000 
being contributed in the name of the people of Wales to the DEC middle east appeal. I 
would just want to draw your attention to the disparity, though … The Welsh Government 
contributed £4 million to the DEC humanitarian appeal for the people of Ukraine in March 
2022. When we consider the scale of the obliteration of Gaza, I just think we should be 
mindful of the message that that could send. … 
We must remember that this humanitarian suffering was not caused by a natural disaster, 
but by the flouting by Israel of international law and human rights conventions, and by the 
fact that the UK Government has continued to sell arms to the Israeli Government. So, will 
you now call on the UK Government to stop doing so? How are you ensuring Wales has 
ensured that it's taking every measure possible, within its competence, to make sure it's 
not contributing to potential war crimes, through direct or indirect connections, partnerships 
or funding? Israeli politicians and military commanders openly stated that the people of 
Gaza must have no future. Will the Welsh Government add Wales's voice to those of other 
sub-state Governments in calling for the Israeli Government to be held to account for war 
crimes? … 

Jane Hutt: … It is important that we look at this in terms of the widest context of 
how this has come about and where we want to move to in terms of a solution, so 
that we turn what has been a war zone into not just a ceasefire, but a solution for a 
better future for Israeli and Palestinian people … grounded in a two-state solution, 
guaranteeing that security and stability for Israel, alongside a sovereign and viable 
Palestine state. 
It is the UK and its allies who will be at the forefront of these crucial efforts to break 
the cycle of violence and secure long-term peace in the middle east. … 
I think it is now important to recognise that the ceasefire is now in place in Gaza, 
and indeed in Lebanon … 

John Griffiths (Labour): … The scale of suffering in Gaza is unimaginable, isn't it? Tens 
of thousands of people killed, including so many women and children, many bodies 
beneath the rubble  yet  to  be  discovered,  and  so  many  injured,  including  an  appalling  
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number of children, having amputations, many of which were carried out without 
anaesthetic following the decimation of medical facilities and services. And other public 
services, of course, and so much property destroyed, and the restrictions on humanitarian 
aid and the basic essentials for life. It's obviously going to take a gargantuan effort to try 
and alleviate that suffering … 
Could I just ask, Cabinet Secretary, whether you could say a little bit more about how 
Welsh Government might structure and facilitate professionals in Wales being part of the 
effort, the gargantuan effort, to alleviate the suffering in Gaza, and also in terms of, more 
generally, the provision of goods and services? … 

Jane Hutt: … I would like to commit to meeting DEC on behalf of the Senedd, to 
ask more about how we can assist and help. Finance is what they need. I know 
they always say that. Each time we’ve made a donation, they have said, 'We want 
money. We need money, because we know how it’s going to be spent.' But there 
are ways in which we can look at other ways of support, and we will look at that 
further. 
So, I think it is those member charities and their local partners, working on the 
ground, that we must turn to for that advice and guidance, and think of them as they 
are now providing winter support, including warm bedding, clean drinking water, 
and hygiene supplies, and how they are helping to reconstruct Gaza after a year of 
devastating conflict. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14807#C646312  
 

The announcement referred to above by Jane Hutt,  Rhun ap Iorwerth, and Paul Davies, 
can be read at 
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-donation-dec-middle-east-
humanitarian-appeal  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922  
 
Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  
 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14807#C646312
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-donation-dec-middle-east-humanitarian-appeal
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-donation-dec-middle-east-humanitarian-appeal
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
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Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Money Resolution 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/A9C9EF44-7075-4537-
A056-4418DE786619/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Money)  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/A9C9EF44-7075-4537-A056-4418DE786619/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Money)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-22/debates/A9C9EF44-7075-4537-A056-4418DE786619/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(Money)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
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** closes in 8 days 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes 

 
Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025) 
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  

TOP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

