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Community Engagement Principles and Extremism Definition
col 865 David Simmonds (Conservative): To ask the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government if she will make a statement on community
engagement principles and extremism.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government (Alex Norris): National security will always come first for this
Government, and we will always treat the threat of extremism with the seriousness
that it requires. As the Prime Minister said this morning, “Britain now faces a new
threat”—a threat of extreme violence from people who are driven by material online.
They are often now lone individuals who are driven by a twisted desire for notoriety.
It is a threat that we must contend with, alongside that from traditional terrorist
groups. ...
David Simmonds: ... last March ... [the] then Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing
and Communities ... set out some new definitions of extremism, including the activities of
Islamist and far-right groups, and robust non-engagement principles for the Government
to apply when there were serious concerns. That is particularly relevant to the MHCLG
portfolio, which covers social services departments and other organisations, youth justice
and Prevent, through which public services engage at community level with a variety of
organisations to gather intelligence, help people to move away from extremism, and
intervene and disrupt emerging challenges, such as those posed by grooming gangs. The
issues are also important for our often vilified Muslim communities, who contribute so much
to our nation.
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col 866 The principles having been set out, the aim was to set out a new system for
structured engagement. However, in July the Chancellor announced £120 million of
savings in the MHCLG from “small projects”. It subsequently emerged in answers to written
parliamentary questions that an element of that was reduced funding for “legal fees” which
were no longer expected “to arise from the previous Government’s” cross-party “approach
to extremism”. ...
... in other words, that this Government have chosen to ditch the last Government’s policy
on the non-engagement principles. ...
Does the Department still adhere to that working definition of Islamism? Does it still have
a working definition of non-violent extremism on which public bodies can rely, should they
need to defend themselves when challenged? ...
Alex Norris: ... | believe that the last Government deeply wanted to tackle
extremism in all its forms across the country, and we share that desire. Where we
differ is on the approach taken by the Department. ...
Counter-extremism should, | believe, be the fundamental purview of the Home
Office, not least because of the Home Office’s access to confidential information
that is often not available to the MCHLG. ...
col 867 Florence Eshalomi (Labour Co-op): At a time when we are seeing such an
increase in religious hate crime, including Islamophobia and antisemitism, we all have a
duty in this House to be careful about the language we use. | hope that the Government
will look at their language, because it is vital for community cohesion that we are careful
and do not unintentionally inflame tensions. ...
Alex Norris: ... Language is important, and it is reasonable and right that our
constituents expect us to be robust with those who choose to challenge and
undermine democracy and the basic principles that guide our society, but also that
we do not use our very privileged platform to give succour to hateful ideas and
prejudices. Indeed, one thing that we know about the changing nature of terror is
that individuals are taking cues from organisations that stop short of the threshold
for inflaming terrorist-type behaviours. They are using that as encouragement, so
we all have a responsibility to be measured in our response. ...
Vikki Slade (Liberal Democrat): ... people who feel disempowered and isolated often
turn to the internet. They are often vulnerable, and their reliance on the internet for
everything in their world puts them at even greater risk. ...
What worries me is that if we make assumptions and do not work with our communities,
there is a risk of authoritarian decision making that affects all of us.
col 868 What consultation has there been with communities on the changes, and what
additional burdens might fall on local authorities ... what are the Government actively
doing to unite faith and cultural leaders, environmental groups, industries and people
across generations to foster unity and stop extremism across the whole spectrum? ...
col 868 Alex Norris: ... My noble Friend from the other place, Lord Khan, the Faith
Minister, has met representatives of all faiths and will continue to do so. The
Government will keep having that important dialogue with different faith groups to
ensure that the ideas that we bring forward will be effective and are rooted in real
life, but we will also promote inter-faith work ...
col 869 Gavin Williamson (Conservative): Can the Minister reassure the House on the
Government’s approach to the Muslim Council of Britain? The previous Government
decided to break off engagement with the MCB for very real reasons, including the
infiltration into that organisation that had happened. Can the Minister tell the House that
he and his Government will not be engaging with it?
Alex Norris: Those whom | and all my ministerial colleagues in the Department—
and all Ministers including the Prime Minister and across the Government—meet
with is a matter of public record ... | am not going to provide a running commentary
on that organisation. ...



Desmond Swayne (Conservative): When a crime has the attributes of a terrorist outrage,
but the police, in their engagement with the community, proactively announce that it is not
initially being treated as such, is that not bound to give rise to public suspicion that the
truth is being covered up?
Alex Norris: | do not know what in particular the right hon. Gentleman is referring
to ... We are not here to direct the police. In line with what | have said, however, all
public bodies need to be careful about the language they use because it has real-
world consequences. ...
col 870 Kirsty Blackman (SNP): We know that a number of the individuals who are
radicalised are encouraged to find that radicalisation by high-risk platforms on the dark
web. Will the Minister and the Home Secretary ensure ... that the Online Safety Act 2023
does as it was intended to do, which is to regulate those high-risk platforms ...
Alex Norris: ... We know that, whether it is in publicly available online forums or
on the dark web, there are people who will use all corners of the internet to promote
their views and to promote hateful ideologies. ...
Luke Evans (Conservative): ... Can the Government rule out changing any definitions
that could lead, intentionally or unintentionally, towards blasphemy laws, because free
speech is really important?
col 871 Alex Norris: ... | assure the hon. Gentleman ... these were about the
places in which hate festers rather than about legislative changes. ...
Katie Lam (Conservative): The independent review of Prevent, the Government
programme that tries to stop people being radicalised by extremist views, said on its very
first page that “the facts clearly demonstrate that the most lethal threat in the last 20 years
has come from Islamism, and this threat continues.” The last Government knew this to be
true. Do this Government?
Alex Norris: This Government have taken on the independent review of Prevent,
and 33 of its 34 recommendations have been implemented. ...
col 872 Nick Timothy (Conservative): Yesterday, the Department confirmed in answer
to a freedom of information request that there is internal Government correspondence
about the Muslim Council of Britain that it refuses to publish. Can the Minister overturn that
decision, publish the papers and confirm that there have been no discussions and no
correspondence within Whitehall proposing re-engagement with the MCB?
Alex Norris: | can assure the hon. Gentleman that the position has not moved. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/2A568B5F-175D-4833-
AB8E9-837C82F21102/CommunityEngagementPrinciplesAndExtremismDefinition

The Freedom of Information release referred to above by Nick Timothy can be read at
https.//x.com/NJ_Timothy/status/1881416997801787674

Higher Education Regulatory Approach
The previous week’s Ministerial Statement to the House of Commons was read in
the Lords.

col 1653 In July 2024 | paused further commencement of the [Higher Education (Freedom
of Speech)] Act in response to concerns raised by a cross-section of voices. | took that
decision because it is vital that we get this right. ... At the centre of that excellence sit
academic freedom and freedom of speech. The ability of our academics to explore and
express new ideas through teaching and research is precious and we must protect it.
These fundamental freedoms are more important—much more important—than the wishes
of some students not to be offended. ...
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| remain resolute about the importance of free speech, but our engagement on the Act has
raised concerns that any responsible Government must take seriously. ...

col 1654 There are also serious concerns over the Act’s potential impact on the welfare of
minority groups. ...

| reiterate that | am appalled by the rise in anti-Semitism on campus. In my view, rising
anti-Semitism is best tackled through education, which is why | have confirmed £7 million
in funding to tackle anti-Semitism in schools, colleges and universities.

| have reached a way forward that | believe is effective and proportionate, delivering an
Act that is fair and workable. ...

| have a message for vice-chancellors who fail to take this seriously: protect free speech
on your campuses or face the consequences. For too long, too many universities have
been too relaxed about these issues, and too few took them seriously enough—and that
must change. ...

col 1656 Let me be clear that students have a duty as well: to embody that spirit of debate
that makes our universities great, and not to simply try to cancel any views with which they
disagree. ...

Baroness Barran (Conservative): ...My Lords, on this side of the House we very much
welcome the decision of Government to commence the Higher Education (Freedom of
Speech) Act, but we deeply regret the delay, the changes the Government propose to
make and the extent of the continuing uncertainty and delay over several parts of the Act.
One of the areas of inconsistency and confusion that the Government have introduced
relates to complaints. The Government have chosen to create two different routes for
complaint: via the Office for Students for academics and via the OIA for students. | would
be grateful if the Minister could explain the rationale for separating them. ...

Sticking with complaints, the Government have said that they will amend the law governing
the operation of the OfS complaints scheme so that it is not obliged to consider every
complaint. However, the Act already says that the OfS can dismiss a complaint on the
basis that it is either frivolous or vexatious. | would be grateful if the Minister could explain
why this is necessary. What will be the threshold for the complaints the OfS will consider?
Will there be an appeals mechanism if the OfS does not judge that a complaint meets its
threshold?

The Government have also created a specific gap in relation to student unions. The
Secretary of State said that she fully expects “student unions to protect lawful free speech,
whether they agree with the views expressed or not”.—[Official Report, Commons,
15/1/25; col. 380.]

But the Government have said that they want to remove the provisions about student
unions. Many of the worst and most egregious cases of cancellation, affecting a number
of Members of your Lordships’ House, have involved student unions.

col 1657 Given that the Government both accept the existence of a free-speech problem
on campuses and the need for increased standards of protection, does exempting student
unions from the scope of the Act not leave a serious gap in effective protection? ...

col 1658 Lord Wallace of Saltaire (Liberal Democrat): ... This provision removes parts
of the Act that we opposed during its passage through Parliament, and we welcome that;
we were not persuaded that the Act as such was necessary. ...

The Act contradicted Conservative and Liberal principles of respect for autonomous bodies
and limits to government regulation and state interference. ...

A number of universities clearly made mistakes in responding to student attempts to cancel
academics and visiting speakers with whom they disagreed. | recall at least one vice-
chancellor admitting in a private conversation the mistakes that he had made in responding
to conflicting pressures. But it is not the first time that university administrations have made
mistakes in responding to student protests ...

Previous British Governments had wisely left it largely to universities as autonomous
bodies to moderate intolerant demands and teach their students—and some of their staff—
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to disagree well and respect those with different opinions. Some of today’s student radicals

have been determinedly intolerant in defending identity politics, but many on the right have

also become determinedly intolerant in their anti-woke crusade.

The question of foreign funding is also difficult and delicate—but also not new. ...

What sort of consultation with the HE sector is intended, and how long might it take?

col 1659 The Act as passed was disproportionate in responding to incidents that had failed

to respect freedom of speech. It was also disproportionate in the regulatory and financial

burdens that it imposed on universities and student unions. ...
The Minister of State, Department for Education (Baroness Smith of Malvern):
... | share ... a view that there should be an absolute commitment, which this
Government have, to freedom of speech and academic freedom. ... If you go to
university, you must be prepared to have your views challenged, to hear contrary
opinions and uncomfortable truths, to be prepared to argue for your own beliefs,
and to accept that others may hold beliefs that you disagree with. Academics must
be allowed to test the truth of the ideas that shape society and participate in a free
exchange of ideas, including where that causes shock and discomfort.
... those are long-standing principles. However, while they have been long standing
and not negotiable, this is a difficult and contested area that has not always had the
senior or thoughtful engagement that it needs from university leaders ...
col 1660 We have decided not to commence provisions that would impose new
duties on student unions, which are neither equipped nor funded to navigate a
complex regulatory environment, with all the potential legal and regulatory costs
that will entail. Student unions are already regulated by the Charity Commission,
and we fully expect them to protect freedom of speech and the higher education
providers within which they operate to support their student unions to do so. That
is an appropriate balance to ensure that student unions come within the ambit of
the spirit of what is happening here. ...

col 1661 Baroness Royall of Blaisdon (Labour): ... First, on the OfS power to consider

complaints, how will it ensure that its actions are proportionate? Secondly, on the

conditions of regulation, the Statement says: “The OfS should have room to determine the

best way to regulate on a case-by-case basis”. Will Parliament be consulted in any way

on how it regulates?

Finally, | say to the noble Baroness opposite that universities are already putting in place

codes of conduct—for example, on freedom of speech—so they are acting already.
col 1662 Baroness Smith of Malvern: | ... strongly agree that there is an
appropriate role for legislation, as we have identified, and an enormously important
role for culture, serious thinking and engagement. On the decisions around where
the focus for the OfS should be, | put on record my admiration for the work of Dr
Arif Ahmed as director of free speech, who will remain in his position. ...

col 1663 Lord Mann (Labour): The Minister will recall that | advised strongly when she

was first appointed that she takes her time to get this right, considering my remit on anti-

Semitism, because getting this right is essential. ...

The Government still have available a £2 million innovation fund for dealing with anti-

Semitism. Would the Minister look very seriously at how some of that fund could be used

creatively to spread the good practice on how to have difficult conversations that has been

developing over the last year in a number of our universities, so that those who are

succeeding in doing that can do more of it and spread their expertise to further types of

difficult conversations, and to other universities and beyond?
Baroness Smith of Malvern: | thank my noble friend for his advice at the point at
which we were making the decision and for his ongoing commitment to ensuring
we are tackling anti-Semitism widely in higher education. | undertake to consider
the use of that element of the £7 million of funding that the Government have made
available on anti-Semitism for precisely that purpose.



Baroness Fox of Buckley (Non-affiliated): ... Can the Minister address those worried
free speech societies, debating societies and ordinary students—not student
bureaucrats—who feel that the removal of duties on student unions is like “a Machiavellian
betrayal”, according to Student AFAF? This is because student unions are often at the
vanguard of the really quite vicious hounding of student members; Jewish students have
often made this point to me. The Charity Commission just does not cut it. ...
Baroness Smith of Malvern: | hope that is the approach that | have tried to take.
With that pragmatic approach, | reiterate that | expect student unions to behave in
a way that safeguards and promotes speech and events with which they perhaps
as a majority do not agree—that is an important part of the experience of being a
student—but to impose on them the same level of burden imposed on the institution
itself was unreasonable. ...
col 1664 The Lord Bishop of Manchester: My Lords, | am grateful for the opportunity
to ask questions on this Statement, particularly as the noble Lord, Lord Mann, who is sitting
behind me, raised issues of anti-Semitism. In Manchester, where | live among a very large
Jewish community, it is an ongoing issue that we are always very sensitive to.
We have heard a lot about free speech, which, unsurprisingly, | am in favour of, and of
difficult conversations ... which, again, | am in favour of. But sometimes the language
shades over into what can only be called mob intimidation. It is about how we make that
distinction between a difficult conversation and people being intimidated by loud,
vociferous, angry behaviour that seeks deliberately to make them uncomfortable. ...
Baroness Smith of Malvern: The right reverend Prelate exactly outlines the
balance that we need to strike. It is wholly reasonable that students engage in
protest. In fact, | engaged in a fair amount of protest with my noble friend Lord Mann
during my time as a student. However, it is wholly inappropriate, as the right
reverend Prelate says, if that then prevents those with whom you disagree from
operating. Where serious thought has been given to this, higher education
institutions have managed to find that balance between the right to protest and the
requirement that views with which you disagree should not, essentially, be
cancelled from campuses.
If we can work on that, and if we can also ensure that we develop that culture that
we were talking about earlier, and that ability to recognise that disagreement is an
important part of the experience of being in higher education, then we will have
made important progress.
col 1665 Lord Verdirame (Non-affiliated): ... It was reported only a few weeks ago that
arms manufacturers were cancelling events at universities because of intimidation and
harassment. If arms manufacturers feel compelled to cancel events in universities, one
can only imagine what it must be like for a first-year undergraduate who has nonconformist
views on questions such as the Middle East conflict or gender. ... | have concerns about
the exclusion of student unions. Do the Government really consider that the objective of
the Act can be met if student unions are not fully in scope, given that so much of the
intimidation is done through student unions? Related to that, the Statement says: “Student
unions are neither equipped nor funded to navigate such a complex regulatory
environment, and they are already regulated by the Charity Commission”.—[Official
Report, Commons, 15/1/25; col. 380.]
The Charity Commission and charity law are complex regulatory environments. If they can
navigate those, why can they not navigate a piece of legislation on free speech?
Baroness Smith of Malvern: | think | have made the position with respect to
student unions pretty clear. In my discussions with vice-chancellors, they recognise
their responsibility under the legislation to work with student unions to make sure
that the type of intimidation that the noble Lord and others have talked about does
not happen. ...
To read the full transcript see
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68EAB8A10F876/HigherEducationRequlatoryApproach

Department for Culture, Media and Sport

£23 million government package to support restoration of thousands of listed places
of worship
Heritage Minister Sir Chris Bryant has announced that the Listed Places of Worship Grant
Scheme will be extended into the next financial year, providing £23 million so that
thousands of historical buildings, including churches, synagogues, mosques and temples,
can carry out restoration work.
The scheme gives grants towards VAT paid on repairs and renovations to the UK’s listed
sites of worship, such as works to the foundations, masonry and monuments integral to
the buildings.
The extension of the scheme recognises that listed places of worship represent an
important part of UK heritage, and provide spaces for communities to come together.
There will be a cap of £25,000 that an organisation can claim during the year. This can still
be spread across multiple claims.
Nearly £350 million has been awarded under the scheme to date, supporting listed
churches, synagogues, mosques and temples across the UK.
Heritage Minister Sir Chris Bryant said: There are many reasons to care for our faith
buildings. They matter to faith communities, they provide a range of vital services to the
public regardless of faith or background and many of them are architecturally stunning.
| am delighted that despite the tough fiscal challenges we face, we are able to keep this
scheme going for a further year to support faith buildings in every part of the country.
Listed places of worship of any size or faith within the UK can apply to the scheme for
support with repairs and renovations until the end of March 2026. ...
To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/23-million-government-package-to-support-
restoration-of-thousands-of-listed-places-of-worship
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Holocaust

Holocaust Memorial Bill Select Committee

Holocaust Memorial Bill clears select committee stage in Parliament

In a new report published today, the Select Committee on the Holocaust Memorial Bill
(Lords) has set out details of the assurances and an official undertaking given by the
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, on the government’s
proposals to build a Holocaust memorial and learning centre in Victoria Tower Gardens in
Westminster. ...
Building on a report published by a committee of MPs in April 2024, this new report sets
out assurances from the Secretary of State that:

Parliamentary authorities will be consulted about any security considerations for the

project and that these representations will be put in the public domain.

Restrictions on public access to Victoria Tower Gardens during construction will be

kept to a minimum, including for the children’s playground and;

Step-free access to Victoria Tower Gardens will be maintained via the Northern

gate and for as much time as possible from the Southern gate during construction.
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The Committee further recommended that:
¢ A limit be placed on the length of time that Victoria Tower Gardens can be closed
to the public in one year in consequence of events associated with the proposed
Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre.
That the Secretary of State gives serious consideration to the amendments to the
bill proposed by Lord Carlile, which asks her to report to Parliament within 3 months
after the bill has passed, setting out the effects arising from construction, including
on security and traffic changes to the area. The Secretary of State has already
agreed to do this.
Chair of the Committee Lord Etherton said: “Successive governments have committed to
building this important memorial and learning centre dedicated to providing a place of
education and reflection for the public about the horrors of the Holocaust. ...
To read the full press release see
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/735/holocaust-memorial-bill-select-
committee-lords/news/204831/holocaust-memorial-bill-clears-select-committee-stage-in-

parliament/

Holocaust Memorial Bill Select Committee Report
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5901/Idselect/Idholmem/68/68.pdf

House of Commons Library Briefing

General debate on Holocaust Memorial Day 2025
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2025-0016/CDP-2025-0016.pdf

Welsh Senedd Ministerial Statement and Q&A

Statement by the Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip:
Holocaust Memorial Day 2025

Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip (Jane Hutt): ... Next
Monday is Holocaust Memorial Day, the annual day of commemoration where we
remember the more than 6 million Jews and Roma murdered during the Holocaust, and
the millions more killed because of Nazi persecution. We also remember those killed in
the genocides that have followed, such as Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

This year’'s Holocaust Memorial Day marks the eightieth anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi concentration camp. To commemorate this
significant anniversary, we've provided funding to the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust to
undertake work and employ a support worker in Wales. For the past few months, they
have been working with communities and organisations to plan and support
commemorative activities across Wales, because we must never forget. ...

Our funding enabled the trust to engage with Welsh communities and organisations as part
of its arts and education project, ‘80 Candles for 80 Years’. Eighty communities and
organisations from across the UK have each designed and created a bespoke
candleholder to highlight the life of an individual or a community persecuted by the Nazis.
The 80 candleholders are being showcased in a digital exhibition, bringing together a
diverse range of stories. Three contributions from Wales will feature in the exhibition. ...
2025 is also the thirtieth anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia. The massacre at
Srebrenica was the largest incidence of mass murder in Europe since the second world
war. ...

Alongside the First Minister, | will be attending the Wales Holocaust Memorial Day
ceremony. It is always a deeply moving ceremony, with invaluable contributions from



https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/735/holocaust-memorial-bill-select-committee-lords/news/204831/holocaust-memorial-bill-clears-select-committee-stage-in-parliament/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/735/holocaust-memorial-bill-select-committee-lords/news/204831/holocaust-memorial-bill-clears-select-committee-stage-in-parliament/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/735/holocaust-memorial-bill-select-committee-lords/news/204831/holocaust-memorial-bill-clears-select-committee-stage-in-parliament/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5901/ldselect/ldholmem/68/68.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2025-0016/CDP-2025-0016.pdf

survivors of genocide. ...

The First Minister will also attend the Holocaust Memorial Day event at the Senedd ...

At 8 p.m. on Holocaust Memorial Day, the ‘light the darkness’ national moment will take
place. People are invited to light candles and put them safely in their windows to remember
those who were murdered during the Holocaust and subsequent genocides. Candles will
also represent opposition to the prejudice and hatred that continue to exist today. Iconic
buildings across Wales, including the Senedd and the National Library of Wales, will be lit
up in purple.

This year, the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day is ‘for a better future’. The Holocaust
Memorial Day Trust states on its website that ‘we all have an opportunity to take action for
a better future. A better future where people are not suffering prejudice or persecution
because of their faith, ethnicity or other characteristic.’

The trust highlights some important actions we can all take to tackle antisemitism and other
forms of hate to create a better future: call out Holocaust or genocide denial and
trivialisation when you see or hear it; use reputable, authoritative sources both to learn
more about the Holocaust and genocides, and to share with others; report all hate crimes
to the police or via support services. The Welsh Government fully endorses this call to
action. It's vital that children and young people understand the reasons behind the
Holocaust and the consequences of dehumanising sections of society. We continue to
fund the Holocaust Education Trust to run the Lessons from Auschwitz project in Wales,
which provides post-16 students with the opportunity to visit Poland and to hear directly
from a Holocaust survivor. ...

Like the trust, we strongly encourage the reporting of hate crimes. ...

| will close this statement by thanking the many people across the UK who devote their
time and effort towards raising awareness of Holocaust. Honouring the memories of those
lost and keeping their stories alive is an important way to ensure that our social fabric
remains strong. | would like to thank both the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust and the
Holocaust Educational Trust for their vital work to help educate and commemorate. The
Holocaust is still a living memory, and we're hugely grateful to the many survivors ... who
travel around Wales sharing their warnings from their childhood and visions for an anti-
racist and cohesive future. ...

Altaf Hussain (Conservative): ... As we prepare to mark the eightieth anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest of the Nazi death camps, it's more important
than ever that we learn the lessons of the Holocaust. In the aftermath of world war two, we
learned that two thirds of all the Jewish people living in Europe and over a million people
whom the Nazis disapproved of had been systematically murdered in vast death camps.
The world said 'never again', and we mark the day the largest death camp was liberated
on Holocaust Memorial Day so that we never forget. But far too many have forgotten, some
going as far as denying the murder of 6 million Jews, 0.5 million Roma and Sinti people,
as well as hundreds of thousands of gays, black people, disabled and the different.
We have to constantly remind people that not only did the Holocaust happen, but that it
was not the end of genocide. ...
We said 'never again', yet genocides are still happening today. ... In the middle east, we
see a conflict that could become a genocide. Iranian-backed Hamas and Hezbollah have
vowed to wipe Israel off the map and rid the region of Jews. On the other side, Israeli
settlers are seeking to rid the land of Palestinians. ...
Cabinet Secretary, | welcome the actions the Welsh Government are taking to keep the
memory of the Holocaust alive so we never forget the atrocities, but if we are to secure a
better future, do you agree that we have to tackle disinformation? What is the Welsh
Government doing to ensure that hate is not amplified online ... Do you agree that teaching
younger generations critical thinking skills is just as important as teaching them about the
horror of the Holocaust? ...

Jane Hutt: ... it's more important than ever that we learn the lessons of the




Holocaust. We know that commemorating the Holocaust is vital to ensure that we
never forget how dangerous hateful and divisive narratives can be. It does remind
us what can happen when people and communities are targeted and dehumanised
simply because of who they are. Of course, the Holocaust didn't happen overnight;
it began with a gradual erosion of human rights and divisive rhetoric against people
who were different, or perceived to be different to others, and you've identified what
that has meant ...
I'm glad you raised the point about challenging misinformation. It is our duty and
responsibility, | believe—for all of us here—to challenge misinformation and build
community cohesion. ...
Just on the point of the risk and impact of online hate and misinformation, of course,
unfortunately—as you say, never more important than today that we're discussing
this—it does continue to increase. It's vital that social media and technology
companies do everything that they can to protect their users from online harms,
such as hateful and misleading content. ...
Educating young people plays a crucial role in creating a more informed and
inclusive society ...
It was really very moving, when | went to the event on 30 December in the
synagogue in Cardiff, that we actually were joined by interfaith representation at
that event. | think it's really important that we recognise that we, in Wales, with our
interfaith council and our community faith forum, have got a way of communicating
and recognising what is happening to all communities across Wales, and what the
awful events in the middle east have meant to those communities ...
Sioned Williams (Plaid Cymru): 'For a better future', a hopeful theme, but it's difficult to
muster hope as we observe Holocaust Memorial Day in January 2025. It's 80 years since
the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Hope in the face of Auschwitz can seem little more
than an unfounded faith that the future will be an improvement on the past. The Nazi
concentration camps have come to symbolise how antisemitism and prejudice led to an
abyss that is hard to comprehend. Hard, yes, but perhaps not impossible, as we witness
the dehumanisation of hundreds of thousands in Gaza and the sycophantic reporting on
the rise of a white supremacist in the United States. ...
When we remember the images of Auschwitz, of Srebrenica, we understand immediately
that dehumanisation is an integral stage of genocide. It is when one life is deemed to have
less worth than others by those who hold power and can command influence that genocide
begins. And over the last year, we must add to those images the line after line of tiny
shrouds, the patients burning alive in hospitals, families buried under buildings, the
bombing of refugee camps and hospitals. We have witnessed nightly on our tv screens
how the dehumanisation of the people of Gaza has led to atrocity on a scale that makes a
better future feel like a distant hope, and the mantra 'never again' feel futile.
Human Rights Watch have highlighted how we heard Israeli politicians and military
commanders say that the people of Gaza should have no future. There must be no food,
no water, because they were fighting human animals. The whole Palestinian people were
equated to Hamas, an entire population dehumanised, but the UK Government continued
to arm Israel anyway. You talked about the importance of calling out genocide. | would like
to pay tribute to all those Welsh citizens who have protested against that dehumanisation
week after week, in every part of Wales, and here at the Senedd. They acted.
Remembering the Holocaust and the genocides of recent years must lead us to act if we
truly want to see that better dawn. To intervene. How will the Welsh Government ensure
its remembrance is an active one? Will it urge the UK Government to ensure the ceasefire
in Gaza now becomes a lasting and just peace, by opposing the occupation and
oppression of the Palestinian people?
The unspeakable atrocities committed by Hamas on 7 October, the cruel and illegal taking
and holding of Israeli hostages, and the genocidal actions of the Israeli Government
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against the Palestinians has led to a rise in Islamophobia and antisemitic hate crime in our
communities, which must be actively countered by both our criminal justice system and by
all political representatives. ...
Writing recently in The Economist, Philippe Lazzarini, the head of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency, quotes the philosopher Hannah Arendt, who warned that the death of
human empathy is one of the earliest and most telling signs of a culture on the verge of
descending into barbarism. ... No exceptions can be allowed if we truly want to maintain
that vital defence against the descent into the horrors that we remember today. Amnesty
state that we have witnessed genocidal actions by Israel in Gaza, for which it must be held
accountable. So, will the Welsh Government add Wales's voice to those of the other
Governments, both state and sub-state, calling for the Israeli Government to be held to
account for any war crimes committed to ensure justice, yes, but also to deter future
violations of international humanitarian law? That surely is the only way for us to keep the
hope for a better future alive today.
Jane Hutt: ... It is difficult to interpret hate crime statistics, but they show the fact
that there is a 21 per cent increase in religious hate crime in Wales, the most recent,
in comparison to the previous year. The increase may be related to the conflict in
the middle east, but whatever happens in other parts of the world, of course, we
will continue to promote work to bring all our communities together, and we
acknowledge the work of faith leaders, and Jewish and Muslim communities in
Wales, who've worked peacefully together over the past year. ...
It is vital that the UK and its allies continue to be at the forefront of crucial efforts to
break the cycle of violence and secure long-term peace in the middle east ...
| have made a very strong statement about recognition in terms of antisemitism.
Our stance and our commitment are very clear here, and it is a clear understanding
in our inter-faith communities, but also we stand firmly against any form of
Islamophobia and antisemitism. They're both forms of prejudice-related bullying.
They've no place in any part of our society in Wales, and bullying and harassment
in any form is unacceptable. We expect allegations and incidents of racism and
racial harassment to be fully investigated by education settings, and appropriate
action taken to address these. ...
Julie Morgan (Labour): ... | do think it's important ... that we remember every single
person that was affected by the Holocaust, the 6 million Jews, the 500,000 Gypsies and
Roma, the 300,000 disabled people, and so many thousands more people that were
targeted because of their sexual orientation, or because of their religion, their political
beliefs, their ethnicity.
And the theme ... of this year's Holocaust Memorial Day is 'for a better future', and if we're
going to have a better future, we've got to be bold, we've got to challenge prejudice in all
its forms, and we've got to call out injustice. ... So, what can the Welsh Government do to
ensure that all our future generations learn from the past so that we can try to prevent the
Holocaust and genocides happening in the way that they have done in the past?
Jane Hutt: ... As | mentioned, those targeted were those who were deemed to be
different. They are humanity. This is about humanity in all its wonderful diversity
being affected. ...
It is important that we are continuing to fund the Holocaust Educational Trust ...
The Lessons from Auschwitz project offers 156 places every year to learners from
sixth forms and further education colleges across Wales. | do remember Sam Kurtz
previously reflected on the value he found in a visit as a schoolchild to Auschwitz,
and, of course, learning about pre-war Jewish life, the former Nazi death and
concentration camp, and then thinking what's important—back to the critical
thinking—considering the contemporary relevance of the Holocaust. All student
participants will become Holocaust Educational Trust ambassadors, and that
influences their whole life choices and life experiences, and they do share, as
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ambassadors, their knowledge in Welsh communities. So, this is an investment in
our young people ...
With this curriculum, let's remind ourselves, we're the first nation in the UK to make
it mandatory to teach black, Asian and minority ethnic histories and experiences.
It's a cross-cutting theme, diversity, for the new Curriculum for Wales ...
Darren Millar (Conservative): ... | did want to also take this opportunity just to put on
record the relief that | have experienced as a result of the announcement of the ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas in the middle east, because we all know the toll that that was
taking on everybody in the middle east—the Palestinian community, the Israeli community,
and their loved ones around the world. | had the privilege of being able to visit Israel last
April with two other Members of this Senedd ... where we had the opportunity to learn
more about the conflict, but also to meet some remarkable people who were family
members of some of the hostages who are now in the process of being released. One of
those individuals was Mandy Damari, whose daughter Emily was amongst the three that
were released over recent days. She was a remarkably resilient woman. She had no idea
whether her daughter was dead or alive, but she had an inner witness that she was still
alive, and that kept hope alive in her. And to see her reunited with her daughter was
something very, very special, but it reminds us also that there are Welsh families that are
affected by this terrible situation—as | say, those who have family members on both the
Palestinian and the Israeli side. The Brisley family, who came and shared their story in this
Senedd last year, told us about Eli Sharabi, of course, whose wife and daughters were
killed on 7 October. He remains in captivity. We don't know whether he's going to be part
of this hostage deal, because the names are being agreed one by one as part of the
release deal. His parents in law, Gill and Pete Brisley, of course, live in Pencoed, near
Bridgend. They don't know if he's dead or alive. ...
Jane Hutt: ... the eightieth anniversary, the 6 million killed—murdered—by the
Nazis, this is what we will be reflecting on tomorrow. ... But it is important that we
can all express and share, as you have today, and we have today, relief, as we say,
particularly on the ceasefire. ... We join the international community in hoping that
all hostages are released quickly and unharmed. It is important also that we
recognise and that you'll see that we must do everything we can to support all the
efforts to secure long-term peace in the middle east. Our attention must turn to how
we can secure a permanently better future for the Israeli and Palestinian people,
grounded in a two-state solution that will guarantee security and stability for Israel
alongside a sovereign and viable Palestine state. ...
Delyth Jewell (Plaid Cymru): ... We owe it to Jewish people everywhere never to forget
the horrors of what happened during the Holocaust, and, of course, all those other
communities affected so horrifically during that time. We owe it to them too to ensure that
antisemitism today is called out and condemned. Jewish people living in our communities
should not be made to answer for the actions of a Government thousands of miles away.
I've spoken to Jewish people who have been afraid to wear the kippah or the star of David
or who have been nervous when leaving the synagogue. This cannot be who we are.
Whilst we welcome the fragile ceasefire in the middle east, whilst we feel relief that it has
happened and anger that it has taken too long to come, do you agree that the need to
guard against the rise of hatred in our communities has not become any less urgent, and
that we owe it to our Jewish and Muslim brothers and sisters to show our solidarity with
them now more than ever?
Jane Hutt: ... We've been so concerned about reports of hate crime targeted
towards Jewish people in communities in Wales. You know that we encourage
people to report hate incidents, but also engaging with the communities, attending
the synagogues and meeting with Jewish people, condemn vile hatred expressed
by individuals. This is about creating a climate of fear, divisiveness, fragmenting
our communities. And yet again, it is about us recognising that hate crime is also
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targeted at many of our Muslim friends and citizens as well. So, it is through
education, again, that we believe that our children and young people will be growing
up with that understanding of what we mean by a peaceful community—indeed, a
nation of sanctuary. ...

To read the full transcript see

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14806#A93514

The Economist article referred to above by Sioned Williams can be read at
https://www.economist.com/by-invitation/2024/10/02/philippe-lazzarini-says-the-blows-to-
humanitarian-law-in-qaza-harm-us-all

TOP

Israel

See also the Welsh Senedd Ministerial Statement and Q&A “Holocaust Memorial Day
2025” that is included in the Holocaust section above.

House of Commons Written Answers

Ministry of Defence: Israel
Chris Law (SNP) [24182] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, (a) how many visits
to Israel and (b) for what purpose the (i) Chief of the Defence Staff, (ii) Chief of the Air Staff
and (iii) Commander of Strategic Command have made since 1 January 2024.
Luke Pollard: Since 1 January 2024, the Chief of the Defence Staff has visited
Israel twice and the Chief of the Air Staff has visited Israel once, to discuss the
longstanding defence relationship, encourage de-escalation and compliance with
international humanitarian law, and promote long-term peace in the region.
Commander Strategic Command has not visited Israel since 1 January 2024.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24182

Israel: Yemen
Brian Leishman (Labour) [23610] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether UK
forces (a) took part and (b) provided support to their Israeli counterparts in the airstrikes
on Yemen on Friday 10 January 2025.
Luke Pollard: The UK did not take part in, or provide support to, Israeli airstrikes
in Yemen on Friday 10 January 2025.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23610

Israel: Military Aid

Chris Law (SNP) [24181] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many Israeli
armed forces personnel are attending training courses in the UK; which courses they are
taking; and where those courses are located.

Luke Pollard: This information is being withheld in order to protect personal

information and to avoid prejudicing relations between the United Kingdom and

another State.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24181

Israel: Armed Conflict
Melanie Ward (Labour) [24360] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, whether he has had discussions with the Israeli government on
the attack on Balata refugee camp in December 2024.
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Hamish Falconer: The Foreign Secretary has regularly raised issues of
International Humanitarian Law compliance with the Israeli Government. Stability
in the West Bank is crucial to ensure that the fragile ceasefire in Gaza can last. All
sides should work to ensure a lowering of tension in the West Bank at this time.
The ceasefire marks the first step in ensuring long-term peace and security for
Israelis, Palestinians, and the wider region, bringing much-needed stability. Our
attention must turn to how we secure a permanently better future for the Israeli and
Palestinian people - grounded in a two-state solution that will guarantee security
and stability for Israel, alongside a sovereign and viable Palestine state.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24360

Gaza: Health Services
Nadia Whittome (Labour) [24276] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the
level of risk to the safety of health workers in Gaza; and what steps he is taking to help
protect those workers.
Hamish Falconer: We welcome the agreement to end the fighting in Gaza. It is the
first step in ensuring long-term peace and security for Israelis, Palestinians and the
wider region, bringing much-needed stability, but we have always been clear that
an immediate ceasefire is just the first step towards a lasting solution to this crisis.
Gazan civilians must be protected, and able to access effective healthcare. The UK
has consistently raised concerns about the impact of this conflict on Gaza's
healthcare system and medical staff, including reiterating the requirement for all
parties to comply with International Humanitarian Law. Israel must allow medical
staff to carry out their work unimpeded, and to travel around Gaza as needed. On
27 December | made clear to Israel's government that the situation in northern Gaza
cannot continue and raised our serious concern about repeated strikes on Kamal
Adwan hospital, and the safety of civilians and medical workers there. In recent
weeks, | have raised the need to ensure healthcare facilities in North Gaza are
protected, and to enable World Health Organization and International Committee
of the Red Cross access, with both the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and Israel's
Ambassador to the UK.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24276

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid
Ayoub Khan (Independent): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, with reference to the ceasefire agreement between Israel and
Hamas, if his Department will take steps to help ensure that a substantial increase in
humanitarian aid flows into Gaza is included as a condition within a permanent ceasefire
agreement between Israel and Hamas.
Hamish Falconer: We have always been clear that a ceasefire is just the first step
towards a lasting solution to this crisis. We must build confidence on all sides that
helps sustain a ceasefire and move it into a lasting peace. Crucially, we need to
see an immediate surge of aid into Gaza, and we will work with Israel, the UN and
all partners to facilitate that. As part of this, we need safe and effective aid
distribution, and the protection of the civilian population including ensuring
immediate access to healthcare, shelter and food. The UK continues to do all we
can to alleviate this suffering. We have provided £112 million this financial year,
including £41 million for UNRWA, which is supporting the Occupied Palestinian
Territories, and Palestinian refugees in the region.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-15/24398
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House of Lords Written Answers

The following two questions both received the same answer
Gaza and West Bank: Humanitarian Aid
Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP) [HL3963] To ask His Majesty's Government how much
funding they have provided for medical aid to Gaza and the West Bank since the start of
the current conflict there.
Lord Weir of Ballyholme (DUP) [HL3964] To ask His Majesty's Government how much
medical aid and assistance they have provided to Gaza and the West Bank since the start
of the current conflict there, beyond what they have provided through UNRWA.
Lord Collins of Highbury: The UK has now announced £112 million for the
Occupied Palestinian Territories this financial year, including £41 million for the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), providing vital services to civilians in Gaza, the West Bank, and
Palestinian refugees across the region delivered through partner agencies. This
includes healthcare delivery. As part of this total, since July 2024 we have
announced £5.5 million for UK-Med to operate field hospitals in Gaza, £6 million for
UNICEF to support vulnerable families in Gaza by restoring water supply and
sanitation systems, in addition to £1 million to support the Egyptian Ministry of
Health to care for medically evacuated Palestinians, and £6 million to both United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the World Food
Programme to support lifesaving health, food, water, sanitation and protection
services for Palestinians. Our funding to UK-Med has allowed them to treat over
300,000 people since the start of the conflict.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/h13963
and
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/h13964

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office "The first few days of the ceasefire are
vital." The Foreign Secretary’s Representative for Humanitarian Affairs in the OPTs is in
the region this week pushing for aid to get to Gaza. [plus video]
https://x.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1881757124071657526

Welsh Government Written Statement

Welsh Government donation to DEC Middle East Humanitarian Appeal

For over a year, conflict in the Middle East has devastated lives across the region, and
millions have fled their homes in search of safety. Right now, millions of people across
Gaza, Lebanon and the wider region are in urgent need of food, shelter and medical care.
The Welsh Government funds the Disasters Emergency Committee DEC Cymru to help
coordinate fundraising efforts in Wales. The DEC brings together leading organisations in
the UK to raise funds for overseas emergencies, coordinating an effective humanitarian
response, getting aid quickly to people who need it in the most cost-effective manner
possible. In October, DEC launched their Middle East Humanitarian Appeal, to which the
Welsh Government donated £100,000.

DEC charities are hopeful that the ceasefire in Gaza — which began on 19 January — will
provide them and their local partners with a critical opportunity to scale up their work
delivering urgently needed food, shelter, water and medical care. In Gaza, 1.8 million
people are facing acute shortages of food, with soaring prices at local markets as supplies
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have become increasingly scarce. Cold weather and rain in recent weeks have further
worsened conditions in camps, with tents flooding and cold temperatures causing sickness
amid a dire shortage of medical care and widespread malnutrition.

New aid access routes and the opportunity to use existing routes more widely because of
the ceasefire will allow DEC charities and their local partners to increase the amount of
food and other urgent aid they can deliver into Gaza, reaching more families in need.

For this reason, the Welsh Government will be providing a further £100,000 donation to
the DEC Middle East Humanitarian Appeal.
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-donation-dec-middle-east-
humanitarian-appeal

European Parliament

EP leaders welcome the recent Ceasefire in Gaza
Parliament’s President and political group leaders adopted the following statement on the
recent ceasefire in Gaza:
The European Parliament’s Conference of Presidents (President and political groups’
leaders) welcomes the recent ceasefire in Gaza and the progress it represents for the
phased release of hostages. This development is a significant step in reducing the
immense suffering endured by civilians on both sides over the past months.
“We the leaders of the Political Groups of the European Parliament reiterate our deepest
sorrow for the innocent victims on both sides since the horrific Hamas attacks on Israel on
7 October 2023. We commend the dedication of mediators, including the United States,
Egypt, and Qatar, whose efforts were instrumental in achieving this breakthrough. It is
crucial that all commitments made under this agreement are upheld, ensuring the release
of all hostages and a sustainable cessation of violence.
All parties must commit fully to their obligations and prioritise the protection of civilians. We
urge all European and international actors to closely monitor the implementation of the
ceasefire and hold accountable those who fail to comply.
The release of the first hostages, including Emily Damari, Doron Steinbrecher, and Romi
Gonen, marks an emotional milestone after 15 months of captivity. Their return home
brings immense relief to their families, yet many other families continue to endure the
agony of waiting or grieving. We echo the call for the immediate release of all remaining
hostages and emphasise the importance of providing them with urgent humanitarian
assistance while they remain in captivity. We stand with the affected families and reiterate
that no effort should be spared in ensuring every last hostage is brought home safely.
The humanitarian crisis in Gaza demands immediate and sustained action. We emphasise
the importance of unrestricted humanitarian access to ensure that aid reaches those who
need it most. All UN agencies active in the region must be fully supported in their efforts
to assist displaced individuals and facilitate their safe return home.
Since the attacks, the region, including Lebanon, has witnessed widespread violence and
devastation, with civilians, particularly women and children, bearing the brunt. We call for
an immediate end to all hostilities. We reiterate the fundamental principle that all actions
must comply with international humanitarian law. There must be accountability for
violations, and justice must be delivered for all victims.
We reaffirm the European Parliament’s commitment to a negotiated two-state solution,
which remains the most viable path to lasting peace and security for both Israelis and
Palestinians. We call on all parties to renew efforts to remove the obstacles to this solution
and to engage in dialogue aimed at achieving mutual understanding and respect.
As representatives of the European people, the European Parliament will actively engage
in supporting peace efforts through parliamentary diplomacy. Strengthening dialogue with
regional actors, fostering cooperation, and ensuring the EU’s role as a peace facilitator are
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essential to building trust and laying the groundwork for lasting peace.
Let this ceasefire serve as an opportunity to chart a new course toward a peaceful and
equitable future for all people in the region, and may the European Parliament continue to
play its part in fostering understanding and reconciliation.”
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250122IPR26396/ep-leaders-
welcome-the-recent-ceasefire-in-gaza

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

** Arms Trade (Inquiry and Suspension) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3922

First Reading, House of Commons
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/70A99479-E1AB-4D28-AC21-
024A77A05D3E/SouthportAttack#contribution-8443D482-8752-4D97-88BB-B2DE25A115F9

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

** Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Holocaust Memorial Bill Select Committee Report
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5901/Idselect/Idholmem/68/68.pdf

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
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Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

** Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Public Bill Committee, First Sitting
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/fb9cdbf8-f0c7-4737-8ba5s-
2e75f63833a4/TerminallylllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(FirstSitting)

Amendment Paper
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally ill adults rm pbc 0122.pdf

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Amendment Paper
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/57884/documents/5675

Letter from Lord Hanson of Flint to Lord Carlile of Berriew regarding points raised in the
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill second reading debate: Clause 31 Civil Liability
https://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2025-

0026/Lord Hanson_Letter to Lord Carlile_HolL 2R.pdf

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes in 4 days

Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025)
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/
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https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/fb9cdbf8-f0c7-4737-8ba5-2e75f63833a4/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(FirstSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-21/debates/fb9cdbf8-f0c7-4737-8ba5-2e75f63833a4/TerminallyIllAdults(EndOfLife)Bill(FirstSitting)
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0122.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0122.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/57884/documents/5675
https://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2025-0026/Lord_Hanson_Letter_to_Lord_Carlile_HoL_2R.pdf
https://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2025-0026/Lord_Hanson_Letter_to_Lord_Carlile_HoL_2R.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/

** closes in 9 days

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes

** Commission on Antisemitism call for evidence (closing date 18 February 2025)
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-

bill-call-for-evidence/

TOP
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://bod.org.uk/bod-news/commission-on-antisemitism-call-for-written-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/

