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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [23151] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what steps she is taking to prevent potential intimidation of people of the 
Jewish faith during protest marches past synagogues. 

Diana Johnson: This Government is committed to protecting the right of individuals 
to freely practise their religion at their chosen place of worship. 
The police have a range of powers to deal with any behaviour that causes 
harassment, alarm or distress to others. They also have the power to impose 
conditions on protests where the purpose of the protest is to intimidate others. The 
Metropolitan Police utilised these powers this weekend, placing conditions on a 
planned protest to ensure it did not interrupt or interfere with Shabbat services and 
other communal events at central London synagogues. 
While the use of these powers is of course an operational decision for police, the 
Government is in regular contact with the police on a range of issues, including on 
the steps they are taking to prevent intimidation to communities. 
The Government currently provides support to Jewish communities through the 
Jewish Community Protective Security Grant which is managed on behalf of the 
Home Office by the Community Security Trust. This grant provides protective 
security measures at synagogues, such as security personnel services, CCTV and 
alarm systems. The Community Security Trust will receive funding of £18 million 
per year through the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant from 2024/25 to 
2027/28. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-10/23151  
 

Information about the Jewish Community Protective Security Grant, referred to above, can 
be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/record-funding-will-protect-jewish-communities-from-harm  
 
 
 
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-10/23151
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/record-funding-will-protect-jewish-communities-from-harm
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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Death Certificates 
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru) [23412] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, 
what assessment he has made of the potential impact of the Medical Certificate of Cause 
of Death (England and Wales) Regulations 2024 on the timely registration of deaths. 

Andrew Gwynne: The Government is monitoring the impact of the death 
certification reforms, including the Medical Certificate of Cause of Death 
Regulations 2024, which came into legal effect on 9 September 2024. The median 
time taken to register a death since the introduction of the reforms in England and 
Wales has typically been eight days. This figure is for all deaths, as it includes those 
certified by a doctor and those investigated by a coroner. The median time taken to 
register a death varies depending on the type of certification. Deaths certified by a 
doctor, that comprise approximately 80% of deaths registered each week, have 
typically had a median time to registration of seven days. It’s important to note that 
the medical examiner system was active on a non-statutory basis before the 
introduction of the statutory system on 9 September 2024, and this makes direct 
before and after comparisons challenging to draw conclusions from. 
The core purposes of the death certification reforms are to introduce scrutiny of the 
cause of death to detect and deter malpractice, to improve reporting, and crucially 
to put the bereaved at the centre of the process by offering a conversation with the 
medical examiner about the cause of death. The expectation on doctors and 
medical examiners is clear, that they should complete certification as quickly and 
efficiently as possible, and the Department is working with all stakeholders to make 
sure this is the case. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23412 
 

The Medical Certificate of Cause of Death (England and Wales) Regulations 2024, referred 
to above, can be read at 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/492/contents  
 

 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

First-cousin Marriage 
Lord Farmer (Conservative): To ask His Majesty’s Government what plans they have to 
address the health and social impacts of first-cousin marriage, including those relating to 
women’s rights. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Health and Social 
Care (Baroness Merron): My Lords, NHS England continues to drive 
improvements in care and access to genetic services for all communities, including 
through research into the health risks of closely related couples—second cousins 
or closer—having children. In 2024-25, there was an investment of £1 million in the 
Genetic Risk Equity project, which supports equity of access to genetic services for 
the small proportion of closely related couples who have a higher risk of having 
children with certain genetic conditions. 

Lord Farmer: … Pakistani-heritage journalist Matthew Syed has highlighted the risk-
multiplying effect of genetic disorders when cousins intergenerationally marry cousins, as 
happens in remote Shetland, Orkney, and in the British Pakistani community. Pakistanis 
account for 3.4% of births nationwide but 30% of recessive gene disorders. The NHS 
employs staff specifically to deal with consanguinity-related diseases. Given this 
considerable disease burden, and the NHS cost, will this Government mount a health 
information campaign warning of this significant extra risk? 

Baroness Merron: I understand the point that the noble Lord is making, but this is 
a very complex topic in respect of which there is a great lack of reliable data. Any 
plans for any health information campaign anywhere clearly need to be considered  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23412
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2024/492/contents
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carefully. Perhaps I can reassure the noble Lord that staff from the Genomic 
Medicine Service are already working with other national projects, such as Born in 
Bradford and Best Start for Life in Birmingham, to engage with the communities 
most affected by first-cousin marriage. Of course, any campaign plans for Shetland 
and Orkney will be a matter for the Scottish Government. 

Baroness Brinton (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, I am grateful to the Minister for referring 
to the Born in Bradford study because 18 months ago, it reported that over the last decade, 
the number of intra-cousin marriages in the Pakistani community had substantially fallen. 
The reasons for this were awareness of the risk of congenital abnormalities, young people 
staying in education longer, and changing family values. This is clearly a successful 
project. Is it being replicated elsewhere in the UK? 

Baroness Merron: The noble Baroness is right that consanguineous unions are 
decreasing. While it had the best data, the NIHR-funded study, Born in Bradford, to 
which the noble Baroness and I have referred, found that between 2000 and 2010, 
39% of British Pakistani couples in Bradford were first cousins. However, that 
reduced by 27% by 2019, for the reasons suggested. Driving change across whole 
ranges of areas makes a difference, but it is important that we keep this in 
perspective and make any communications and support absolutely appropriate. … 

Lord Kamall (Conservative): … When we want to look at policy in sensitive areas, surely, 
we should be led by the data, so I just wonder what the Government’s latest data is. We 
know that about a decade ago, 6% of congenital defects or anomalies were in children 
born to first cousins in Pakistani communities, compared to 3% for the wider population. I 
have seen more recent statistics that say the figures are now 4% and 2%. So, what is the 
latest data the Government are working with, and what level would those congenital 
defects have to reach before they were seriously concerned? 

Baroness Merron: … The statistics he quotes are quite right. It is of course an 
interesting reflection that the risk of genetic abnormalities does not just double from 
3% to 6% in those infants whose parents are first cousins, but also doubles in older 
white British mothers—I am a bit worried about saying “older” because it is actually 
over 34. However, the point is well made that it is not just this group. NHS England 
has recently published guidance to improve the recording of national data on 
closely related couples … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-20/debates/90696BC8-E032-49CB-BFC3-
747F1D9CC219/First-CousinMarriage  

 

The NHS guidance referred to above by Baroness Merron can be read at 
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-
sets/maternity-services-data-set/guidance/msds-consanguinity-data-quality-guidance  
 

 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Antisemitism and Islamophobia 
Lord Hain (Labour) [HL3733] To ask His Majesty's Government what are the latest figures 
for antisemitic and Islamophobic hate crimes for the (1) Metropolitan Police, (2) Greater 
Manchester Police, and (3) West Midlands Police, compared with the figures for 
September 2023; and what is the average figure for all police forces over the same period. 

Lord Hanson of Flint: The Home Office collects information on the number of 
religious hate crimes by targeted religion on a monthly basis from police forces in 
England and Wales. However, information is only available for 31 police forces, 
including the Metropolitan and Greater Manchester Police, for the time period asked 
about. The available data broken down by month from September 2023 to March 
2024 are given in the table below: 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-20/debates/90696BC8-E032-49CB-BFC3-747F1D9CC219/First-CousinMarriage
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-20/debates/90696BC8-E032-49CB-BFC3-747F1D9CC219/First-CousinMarriage
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-sets/maternity-services-data-set/guidance/msds-consanguinity-data-quality-guidance
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-collections-and-data-sets/data-sets/maternity-services-data-set/guidance/msds-consanguinity-data-quality-guidance
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Number of religious hate crimes targeted against Jews and Muslims recorded by the police by 
month, 31 police forces in England and Wales, September 2023 to March 2024 

 Hate crimes targeted against Jews  Hate crimes targeted against Muslims 

Month 
Metropolitan 

Police 

Greater 
Manchester 

Police 

Total for 
31 police 

forces 
 

Metropolitan 
Police 

Greater 
Manchester 

Police 

Total for 
31 police 

forces 

September 42 8 95  77 19 194 

October 315 85 577  153 40 325 

November 222 68 444  166 49 362 

December 124 33 264  89 40 243 

January 108 37 226  71 37 217 

February 91 34 211  96 34 233 

March 108 51 238  129 51 332 

Monthly 
average 
(September 
2023 to 
March 2024 

144 45 294  112 39 272 

Source: Police recorded crime, Home Office 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3733  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Mishary Alafasy 

Lord Swire (Conservative) [HL3771] To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the impact of the speaking tour by Sheikh Mishary Alafasy on 
community cohesion. 
Lord Swire (Conservative) [HL3772] To ask His Majesty's Government what discussions 
they have had, if any, with the al Mustafa Welfare Trust about Sheikh Mishary Alafasy's 
speaking tour. 

Lord Khan of Burnley: The Government is alert to the damage to community 
cohesion caused by antisemitism and is absolutely committed to rooting out this 
abhorrent form of hatred. We understand the concerns that have been raised by 
some Jewish organisations in relation to Sheikh Mishary Alafasy’s speaking tour 
and, whilst we are not aware of a broader impact on community cohesion, we will 
continue to be watchful as part of our routine community tensions monitoring. The 
Government has not met with al Mustafa Welfare Trust about the speaking tour. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3771 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3772  
 

Mishary Alafasy 
Lord Swire (Conservative) [HL3773] To ask His Majesty's Government what discussions 
they have had, if any, with the Charity Commission about Sheikh Mishary Alafasy's 
speaking tour. 

Baroness Twycross: Ministers and officials regularly meet with the Charity 
Commission. In relation to this specific case, the Charity Commission is aware of 
the concerns raised, but as the Charity Commission is independent from the 
Government in its regulatory decision making, it will be for them to assess the 
matter further. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3773  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3733
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3771
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3772
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3773
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Muslim Council of Britain 
Lord Swire (Conservative) [HL3774] To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the research note by the Policy Exchange The Muslim Council of 
Britain's New Leadership. 

Lord Khan of Burnley: HMG does not engage with the Muslim Council of Britain. 
No assessment has been made of this research note. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3774  
 

The research note referred to above can be read at 
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-Muslim-Council-of-Britains-New-
Leadership-A-Research-Note.pdf 
 

 

UK Parliament House of Commons Library Briefing 

VAT and churches 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN01051/SN01051.pdf 

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

House of Lords Written Answer 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service: Finance 
Baroness Deech (Crossbench) [HL3731] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
the Written Answer by Lord Khan of Burnley on 20 December 2024 (HL3595), what is the 
current estimated cost of building a Holocaust Memorial and Learning Centre in Victoria 
Tower Gardens; how much private funding has been secured for the memorial; and what 
efficiencies of cost, if any, they are considering. 

Lord Khan of Burnley: Estimated costs and the expected charitable donations 
were set out in the Written statement of 28 June 2023 by Baroness Scott of Bybrook 
[Statement HLWS875]. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3731  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/hl3595 
 

The written statement referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-06-28/hlws875  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

Communities Minister marks Holocaust Memorial Day at PRONI 
Communities Minister Gordon Lyons today spoke at an event at the Public Record Office 
of Northern Ireland (PRONI) as part of the Holocaust Memorial Day 2025 programme. 
The event, which was organised by PRONI and the Northern Ireland War Memorial 
(NIWM), looked at the journey of the late Walter Sekules, a Holocaust survivor from Austria 
whose family moved to Kilkeel shortly after the war. 
Communities Minister, Gordon Lyons said: … This year’s theme of Holocaust Memorial 
Day is 'For A Better Future' and to achieve that, we must learn from the past.  This year is 
the 80th anniversary of the end of Second World War and the liberation of Auschwitz-
Birkenau, a poignant reminder of the millions who lost their lives during the conflict. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3774
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-Muslim-Council-of-Britains-New-Leadership-A-Research-Note.pdf
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-Muslim-Council-of-Britains-New-Leadership-A-Research-Note.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN01051/SN01051.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3731
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/hl3595
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2023-06-28/hlws875
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We all have a responsibility for ensuring that the crimes of genocide and persecution will 
never be repeated. We want to embrace a future where people do not suffer prejudice or 
persecution because of their faith, their ethnicity, the colour of their skin or their community 
background.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/communities-minister-marks-holocaust-
memorial-day-proni  

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement 

UK-Ukraine 100-year Partnership 
The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs (David 
Lammy): With permission, Mr Speaker, before I turn to Ukraine, I want to begin by 
welcoming the release of Emily Damari. After 471 days of captivity, she has been brought 
home. It was deeply moving to see the pictures of Emily and her mother Mandy reunited. 
I pay tribute once again to all those who campaigned so tirelessly for this moment. The 
Government will continue to work closely with our partners to secure the release of all the 
hostages, get aid into Gaza and see the deal implemented in full. … 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-20/debates/AE91E0F8-6301-484A-
96E2-E8359DA22264/UK-Ukraine100-YearPartnership#contribution-27D90CDD-FA9B-
437B-92DE-F4DDD20B06D8  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Israel: F-35 Aircraft 
Brian Leishman (Labour) [23609] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, pursuant to 
the Answer of 5 December 2024 to Question 16963 on Israel: F-35 Aircraft, whether any 
F-35 components manufactured in Britain are designed specifically for the F-35I Adir 
variant of the F-35 fighter jet. 

Maria Eagle: F-35 components produced in the UK are crucial to the production 
and support of the global F-35 fleet and are present on all three variants of F-35 
aircraft. Israel uses the F-35 A variant. 
The F-35 Lightning II Joint Program Office, part of the US Department of Defense, 
manages the F-35 programme for all F-35 Partner Nations through its global 
industry supply chain. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23609  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-29/16963  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM statement on the release of three hostages in Gaza: Sunday 19 January 
The release of three hostages today is wonderful and long-overdue news after months of 
agony for them and their families. Among them is British citizen Emily Damari, who will 
now be reunited with her family, including her mother Amanda who has never stopped her  
 

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/communities-minister-marks-holocaust-memorial-day-proni
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/news/communities-minister-marks-holocaust-memorial-day-proni
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-20/debates/AE91E0F8-6301-484A-96E2-E8359DA22264/UK-Ukraine100-YearPartnership#contribution-27D90CDD-FA9B-437B-92DE-F4DDD20B06D8
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-20/debates/AE91E0F8-6301-484A-96E2-E8359DA22264/UK-Ukraine100-YearPartnership#contribution-27D90CDD-FA9B-437B-92DE-F4DDD20B06D8
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-20/debates/AE91E0F8-6301-484A-96E2-E8359DA22264/UK-Ukraine100-YearPartnership#contribution-27D90CDD-FA9B-437B-92DE-F4DDD20B06D8
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23609
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-29/16963
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tireless fight to bring her daughter home.  
I wish them all the very best as they begin the road to recovery after the intolerable trauma 
they have experienced. We stand ready to offer assistance and support.  
However, today also represents another day of suffering for those who haven’t made it 
home yet - so while this ceasefire deal should be welcomed, we must not forget about 
those who remain in captivity under Hamas.  
We must now see the remaining phases of the ceasefire deal implemented in full and on 
schedule, including the release of those remaining hostages and a surge of humanitarian 
aid into Gaza. The UK stands ready to do everything it can to support a permanent and 
peaceful solution. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-release-of-three-hostages-in-
gaza-sunday-19-january  
 

------------------- 
 

PM call with Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel 
The Prime Minister began by offering the UK’s support for the hard-fought and long-
awaited ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas, which has now entered its third day.  
He offered his personal thanks for the work done by the Israeli government to secure the 
release of the hostages, including British hostage Emily Damari. To see the pictures of 
Emily finally back in her family’s arms was a wonderful moment but a reminder of the 
human cost of the conflict, he added.  
The leaders moved on to discuss the need to see the next stages of the ceasefire deal 
implemented in full and on schedule, including the release of the remaining hostages. The 
Prime Minister reiterated that it was vital to ensure humanitarian aid can now flow 
uninterrupted into Gaza, to support the Palestinians who desperately need it.  
Both agreed that we must work towards a permanent and peaceful solution that 
guarantees Israel’s security and stability. The Prime Minister added that the UK stands 
ready to do everything it can to support a political process, which should also lead to a 
viable and sovereign Palestinian state.  
They agreed to continue their close co-operation on defence and security matters in 
support of wider stability in the region – particularly in the face of the ongoing threat posed 
by Iran. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-
21-january-2025  
 
------------------- 
 

PM call with the Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
The leaders began by reflecting on the success of the Qatar State Visit last month, and 
they agreed on the importance and strength of the UK-Qatar partnership.   
Turning to the Middle East, the Prime Minister thanked the Amir for his steadfast leadership 
in securing a ceasefire deal.  
They both agreed on the requirement to maintain pressure on both sides to ensure that 
the deal is fully implemented, seeing the release of all hostages and an increase of aid 
into Gaza. 
The Prime Minister underscored that the UK, alongside international partners, will continue 
to be at the forefront of efforts to ensure long-term peace in the Middle East. 
A two-state solution that will guarantee security and stability for Israel, alongside a 
sovereign and viable Palestine state will ensure a better future for all, the leaders agreed.  
They looked forward to speaking soon. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-the-amir-of-qatar-sheikh-tamim-bin-
hamad-al-thani-20-january-2025  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-release-of-three-hostages-in-gaza-sunday-19-january
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-release-of-three-hostages-in-gaza-sunday-19-january
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-21-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-21-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-the-amir-of-qatar-sheikh-tamim-bin-hamad-al-thani-20-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-call-with-the-amir-of-qatar-sheikh-tamim-bin-hamad-al-thani-20-january-2025
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Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on release of 3 hostages in Gaza 
Foreign Secretary David Lammy said: We welcome the release of 3 hostages in Gaza, 
including British national Emily Damari, and thank Qatar, Egypt and the US for their 
support in bringing these individuals’ and their families’ horrific ordeal to an end. 
Our thoughts are also with those still waiting to be reunited with their loved ones, including 
the families of UK linked hostages Eli Sharabi, Oded Lifshitz and Avinatan Or. We are 
clear the deal must be implemented in full; all hostages be returned and aid be allowed to 
flow into Gaza now. 
This ceasefire must lead to a credible pathway towards a two-state solution in which 
Israelis and Palestinians can live side by side in peace. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-release-of-three-
hostages-in-gaza 
 
------------------- 
 

Gaza ceasefire "moment of hope", UK Minister to tell UN 
Minister for the Middle East Hamish Falconer will … visit the UN to call for last week’s 
Israel-Hamas ceasefire deal to be implemented in full. 
During the Middle East Peace Process Debate, the minister will highlight the role of Egypt, 
Qatar and the US for their tireless efforts in securing the ceasefire agreement. He will 
emphasise the need to build confidence on all sides to help sustain the deal – with a focus 
on transitioning into a lasting peace.   
Minister Falconer will reiterate the Foreign Secretary’s position that the UN agency for 
Palestine refugees (UNRWA) faces a cliff edge in its ability to support Palestinian refugees 
across the West Bank and Gaza. He will urge support for their ability to operate and 
continue its vital work in Gaza, delivering aid to those most in need. 
The ceasefire presents an opportunity to deliver lifesaving aid to Gaza once the borders 
open under the terms of the ceasefire. That includes UK aid, positioned at the border and 
ready to support those efforts immediately … 
Minister for the Middle East Hamish Falconer said: The hostage ceasefire deal offers a 
moment of hope for the Israeli and Palestinian people. This intense diplomatic effort must 
continue in the days and weeks ahead.   
The UK is supporting efforts to improve the dire humanitarian situation and realise the 
ambition of the ceasefire. Lifesaving UK aid is positioned ready to enter Gaza and support 
those efforts once the crossings open under the terms of the ceasefire. 
The imminent implementation of the Knesset legislation against UNRWA will further 
exacerbate the dire humanitarian situation and impede the ambition of the ceasefire. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gaza-ceasefire-moment-of-hope-uk-minister-to-tell-
un  
 
------------------- 
 
We urge Israel not to endanger UNRWA's ability to operate: Statement by Rt Hon 
Hamish Falconer MP, Minister for the Middle East, at the UN Security Council 
meeting on the Middle East. 
President, the ceasefire agreement offers hope for the Israeli and Palestinian people and 
for the world.  
I would like to thank Egypt, Qatar and the US for their tireless efforts to achieve it. 
The hostages have endured unimaginable suffering at the hands of Hamas since they were 
so cruelly taken on the seventh of October. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-release-of-three-hostages-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-release-of-three-hostages-in-gaza
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gaza-ceasefire-moment-of-hope-uk-minister-to-tell-un
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/gaza-ceasefire-moment-of-hope-uk-minister-to-tell-un
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I welcome the release of three of them, including dual British national Emily Damari, 
bringing their horrific ordeal to an end.  
The remaining phases of the ceasefire must now be implemented in full and on schedule, 
including the release of all remaining hostages. 
President, civilians in Gaza are enduring suffering that almost defies belief. 
More than 46,000 Palestinians have been killed, including many children.  
Winter has only worsened this dire situation, with children dying from hypothermia and the 
imminent risk of famine in northern Gaza.   
This deal opens the way for them to begin to rebuild their lives. 
The UK, with our partners, has been pressing at every opportunity for an immediate 
ceasefire and the release of the hostages. 
The Foreign Secretary did so just last week during his visit to Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. 
These intense diplomatic efforts must continue in the days and weeks ahead.  
We must build confidence on all sides to help sustain the ceasefire, progress through all 
its phases, and turn it into a lasting peace that assures the security of Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. 
The UK will focus all our efforts on keeping up that momentum. 
Until every hostage is released. 
Until the aid promised to Gaza reaches those in need.  
And Palestinians are free to return to their homes, to rebuild their lives. 
It is essential that the surge of assistance is properly coordinated, with the right level of 
access and security to reach those in need. 
As the Foreign Secretary has said, Israeli legislation means UNRWA faces a cliff edge in 
its ability to support Palestinian refugees across the West Bank and Gaza. We urge Israel 
not to endanger UNRWA’s ability to operate.  
President, this agreement is a crucial first step towards a sustainable peace, and a credible 
pathway to a two-state solution.  
Millions of people are relying on us to build on this progress and end their agony. 
We must not let them down. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-urge-israel-not-to-endanger-unrwas-ability-
to-operate-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council 

 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister First Minister @JohnSwinney has welcomed the start of a ceasefire 
agreement between Israel and Hamas and expressed hope that it marks the start of a 
long-term political solution in the Middle East. 
It is my sincere hope that this ceasefire marks the start of a long-term political solution in 
the Middle East. I welcome the return of the hostages to their families who are being 
released as part of the ceasefire deal. The agreement is also long overdue for the people 
of Gaza who have endured unimaginable suffering over the past 15 months. 
There is still significant work required to ensure peace and security across the region. The 
focus must now be on removing all obstacles to delivery of humanitarian aid to those 
across Gaza who so badly need it. 
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1881025098947108905  
 
 

Welsh Senedd Petitions Committee 

Petition P-06-1387, 'Provide humanitarian aid to Gaza' 
Vaughan Gething (Labour Co-op): … We  considered  the  petition  for  the third time in  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-urge-israel-not-to-endanger-unrwas-ability-to-operate-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/we-urge-israel-not-to-endanger-unrwas-ability-to-operate-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1881025098947108905
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November and we wrote to the First Minister. We've now had a response and the response, 
I think, is helpful and constructive, with an appetite for Wales and the Welsh Government 
to be involved as constructively as possible. The really good news since we last considered 
this is that there has been a deal done for a ceasefire. In particular, we've already seen 
the release of some of the hostages in accordance with the deal done, and prisoners being 
released as well. 
I think regardless of what party we're in here, the hope is that we now see an extended 
period without armed conflict with all the harm that does, because otherwise it'll be 
impossible to see a rebuilding of the physical infrastructure as well as the people and the 
futures that they will want for themselves, and we would want for any of our own families 
as well. And I think it's really positive that the Welsh Government is available to be part of 
that, but that will require a group of stakeholders, groups of people of trust as well. If we 
think about how the ceasefire has come into being, it's people who have been mediators 
who are located in the region. 
I think there is something about how we can be helpful around seeking to impose ourselves 
in a part of the world that we do not live in, but we all can recognise community links on all 
sides of opinion on this in pretty much every constituency and region in Wales. So, I think 
we can thank the petitioner for their interest, for the petition, note the really constructive 
response from the Government, but the even more constructive fact that there is now a 
ceasefire deal in place.  

 

Carolyn Thomas (Chair, Labour): … We did ask questions in the Committee for the 
Scrutiny of the First Minister as well. Okay, thank you, so we'll close the petition then.  
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/14801#C645444  
 

The response from the First Minister referred to above is not available online. Other papers 
relating to this discussion can be read on pp107-8 at 
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/g14778/Public%20reports%20pack%20Monda
y%2020-Jan-2025%2014.00%20Petitions%20Committee.pdf?T=10  
 
 

Welsh Government FoI Release 

Palestine 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/ATISN23206.pdf 
and 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/ATISN23206doc1.pdf 
 
 

Northern Ireland Assembly Members Statements 

Gaza War: Ceasefire 
Declan Kearney (Sinn Féin): I welcome the announcement of the ceasefire in Gaza. It is 
a pivotal occasion for the people of Gaza, Palestine, the wider Middle East and their 
neighbours in Israel. The conditions in Gaza at this time are those of an absolute 
apocalypse. The physical destruction and the unimaginable suffering and loss of life are 
beyond our comprehension. Prior to the ceasefire, 'The Lancet' reported that, as far back 
as June of last year, deaths in Gaza had been underestimated by 40%. The ceasefire is 
an opportunity for respite for the people of Gaza, and, critically, it is an opportunity for them 
to begin to mourn their losses properly. It cannot be temporary, however. The ceasefire 
must be fully implemented and observed, and all phases must be rigidly adhered to. That 
will demand good faith on the part of all actors: those who are party to the war and those 
who have indicated their willingness to act as guarantors of the ceasefire and the following 
phases.  Much  more  is  needed,  however.  The  ceasefire  must become a pathway to a  
 

https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/14801#C645444
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/g14778/Public%20reports%20pack%20Monday%2020-Jan-2025%2014.00%20Petitions%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/g14778/Public%20reports%20pack%20Monday%2020-Jan-2025%2014.00%20Petitions%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/ATISN23206.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/ATISN23206doc1.pdf
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permanent, democratic peace settlement in Gaza and for the people of Palestine, and it 
must become a pathway to the achievement of a sovereign Palestinian state. 
As we know from our experience of peace processes, there is a need for great vigilance. 
However, it is also a time at which there must be increased political solidarity with the 
people of Gaza and increased financial solidarity to assist in overcoming the humanitarian 
challenges.  For the first time in many months, the children of Gaza can now, perhaps, 
look to the skies with hope not fear. We all have a duty to ensure that that is realised, that 
peace is achieved and becomes permanent, and that the people of Palestine and Israel 
can live in peaceful co-existence. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=
423731#4744136  

 

The Lancet report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext  
 

------------------- 
 

Gaza War: Ceasefire 
Kate Nicholl (Alliance): I welcome the recent deal in the Middle East and recognise the 
hope that it has brought to people across the world. For the past 15 months, MLAs have 
been meeting unofficially with members of Palestinian community and people who are and 
have been directly affected. It has been sobering. I know that I am not the only one who 
feels this way, but, when I put my children to bed every night, I feel an enormous sense of 
relief and privilege that I live in a place where my children are safe and they can dream of 
a better future. For so long, the children of Gaza have been denied that. Now, finally, there 
is hope for better. 
At one of our meetings, there was a man who had recently returned from Gaza. He is a 
doctor in Dublin. He talked about how he was walking along a path with his extended 
family. He was carrying his niece on his back, and, as they were walking, he was hoping 
that that child would not see the bodies along the road. The impact of that and the trauma 
that he experienced at that time has stayed with me. 
I do not think that we can overestimate the impact of the last 15 months. Collectively, our 
focus now needs to be on ensuring that humanitarian aid is able to reach children and 
families in Gaza. There needs to be increased access and safety, especially for 
humanitarian workers. There also needs to be accountability. 
During the week, I spoke to a Palestinian doctor who works in one of our hospitals. I asked 
him how he felt, and he said that he had mixed emotions. There is such relief, but, just six 
weeks before, so many members of his family had been killed. He questioned whether, if 
the ceasefire had happened sooner, they would still be alive and said that he still fears for 
others. He said that, if there was anything that we as politicians could do to raise 
awareness and push for aid, we should. We will host another meeting with members of 
the community and the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) about its appeal and how 
we can support additional support in Gaza. He also referred to family visa schemes and 
said that they account for a very small proportion of those who are here. Those people 
contribute to our economy. His wife is a teaching assistant, and he is a doctor. If we can 
reunite families, that will really be something. 
There is still work for us to do. International guarantors have to play their part. For now, 
our hearts are with those who have been impacted on, those who are mourning loved ones 
and the hostages who will, very soon, be finally reunited with their families. It has been an 
awful 15 months, and there is so much for us to learn from this. We need to look at the 
root problems. It did not start on 7 October. The international community has to push for a 
two-state solution and lasting peace. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=
423731#4744144  

 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744136
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744136
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744144
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744144
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Gaza War: Ceasefire 
Matthew O'Toole (SDLP): I too want to reflect on the news over the weekend of a 
ceasefire in Gaza in the Middle East. First, I welcome the fact that the immediate horror of 
bombs being dropped in Gaza has ended. 
It is important to say first that the attacks that initiated this latest round of conflict in the 
Middle East were wholly wrong and reprehensible. The response to them has been not 
just wholly disproportionate but grotesque and wrong in the most profound way. Tens of 
thousands of innocent Gazans and Palestinians have lost their lives. The people of Israel 
and the wider Middle East have not been made any more secure by the actions of the 
Israeli Government in responding to the heinous attacks of 7 October. 
As Declan Kearney and Kate Nicholl said, most people who saw the scenes of innocent 
Israeli hostages being returned and of aid surging into Gaza will have been relieved and 
felt some degree of respite from the onslaught of awful images that we have seen and, at 
times, felt unable to do anything about over the past 15 months. However, it is important 
to say that the legacy of the awful bombardment of Gaza, which was a wholly 
disproportionate and counterproductive response to a heinous set of acts by Hamas, is 
the creation of trauma that will be with the babies and children who are alive now and their 
families until the end of the century and beyond. It is that serious and significant, and we 
should not gloss over that. As someone who believes in the leadership of democracies in 
the world, I am afraid to say that the conflict has damaged people's trust in the ability of 
parts of the international community to lead and stand against the wholesale slaughter of 
innocents. 
There is now a glimmer of hope. First, the immediate death has ended, and hostages have 
been returned to their families. Aid is surging into Gaza, although it needs to pour in in 
much greater quantity. As has been said, we all should be part of that by encouraging 
donations from Western and other Governments. Fundamentally, however, in order to 
resolve the conflict in the long term, as has been said for decades now, there needs to be 
a just and lasting settlement between the peoples of the Middle East. There needs to be a 
viable, durable and just Palestinian state that allows Palestinians and Israelis to live in 
peace in that part of the world. 
That is what we should all hope for and work towards. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=
423731#4744155  
 
------------------- 
 

Gaza War: Ceasefire 
Paul Frew (DUP): I rise also to applaud the efforts that have been made over the last 
weeks and months to create a ceasefire in Gaza and to talk about the release of hostages 
and the fact that there is absolutely no reason why Israeli hostages are still in captivity. 
There is no excuse for that. However, a deal has been brokered that some of the families 
have applauded the Trump Administration for, so credit where credit is due. The deal was 
on the table last year. A deal has been done, and we pray that people will get respite from 
the war and all the horrors that war brings on a people, especially the innocent civilians in 
any given area. 
The three hostages who have been released are Doron Steinbrecher, Romi Gonen and 
Emily Damari. I had the privilege and honour of meeting Emily's mother, Mandy, six months 
into her daughter's captivity. That was a meeting that will never leave me. What I witnessed 
that day was the complete numbness of not wanting to think the worst but not daring to 
hope for the best. Emily has, however, been reunited with her mother, Mandy, and we are 
grateful for answered prayers. 
Emily's recovery has only started. She has had 471 days in captivity, held by Hamas 
terrorists. I pray for her recovery  and  for  all  the  hostages  who  will have to recover. We  

 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744155
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744155
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know that she has lost fingers on her left hand, but that is only the damage that we can 
see. I pray that she will get the best treatment and care possible to recover from her ordeal. 
She spent 471 days in captivity. Can we remember our last 471 days and how we enjoyed 
the freedoms that we have and take for granted? Think of the ordeal that the hostages 
continue to go through, and it is not just adults but babies and toddlers who are being kept 
captive by Hamas terrorists. There is no excuse, and those young people — those human 
beings — should be released immediately. 
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=
423731#4744165 
 
 

European Parliament 

President Metsola: “Gaza ceasefire the breakthrough we all hoped for” 
… Reacting to the ceasefire agreement in Gaza that came into effect on Sunday, 19 
January, and the release of the first three hostages, President Metsola said it was the 
“breakthrough that we all hoped for and that so many needed. It is what this Parliament 
called for.” She said that it should act as a “catalyst that changes despair to hope, that 
becomes the stepping stone to lasting stability, rebuilding and a surge in aid that allows 
real prospect of peace in the region.” The priority now is to ensure the agreement holds, 
she added, so that “its aims are met, that will allow the conflict to stop, get aid in, and get 
the remaining hostages out. The day after must bring new hope, and Europe is ready to 
play its part.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250116IPR26320/president-
metsola-gaza-ceasefire-the-breakthrough-we-all-hoped-for  

 

 

United Nations 

Secretary-General Urges Parties to ‘Make Good’ on Gaza Deal, Calls for Release of 
All Hostages, Permanent Ceasefire 
… The Middle East is in a period of profound transformation — rife with uncertainty, but 
also possibility.  It is clear the region is being re-shaped.  But it is far from clear what will 
emerge. … 
During my visit to southern Lebanon, I saw first-hand the dramatic human impact and 
destruction caused by the conflict.  Israelis were also victims, suffering loss and 
displacement.  I fervently hope all from both sides will soon be able to return to the areas 
where they lived and resume their daily lives.  We will do all we can to relieve the suffering 
and support recovery. 
I can report that the cessation of hostilities is fragile. But it is holding.  UNIFIL troops are 
undertaking vital efforts to nurture this process.  They are working closely with the 
Lebanese Armed Forces.  It is vital that the Israeli presence in the south ends as defined 
in the agreement, and that the Lebanese Armed Forces are present in the totality of 
Lebanon. … 
The parties must fully implement resolution 1701 (2006), respect the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Lebanon, and end the violence once and for all. … 
In Gaza, at long last, the ceasefire and hostage release deal offer a ray of hope. … 
Yesterday, the first three female hostages were released as part of the first phase.  Ninety 
Palestinian prisoners were also released by Israel. 
While many challenges lie ahead, we should appreciate the long-overdue relief this 
moment provides for Palestinians in Gaza and the hostages reunited with their loved 
ones.  We are doing  our  part  to  ensure  the  rapid  scaling  up of humanitarian deliveries.  

 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744165
https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2025/01/20&docID=423731#4744165
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250116IPR26320/president-metsola-gaza-ceasefire-the-breakthrough-we-all-hoped-for
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250116IPR26320/president-metsola-gaza-ceasefire-the-breakthrough-we-all-hoped-for
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More than 630 trucks with humanitarian aid entered Gaza yesterday, at least 300 of them 
to the north. 
I want to repeat:  Nothing justifies the appalling 7 October terror attacks by Hamas.  And 
nothing justifies the dramatic levels of death and destruction inflicted on the Palestinian 
people in Gaza. … 
Now the parties must make good on their commitments and fully implement the deal.  I 
urge the parties to ensure that this deal leads to the release of all hostages and a 
permanent ceasefire in Gaza. … 
Specifically, the ceasefire must translate into at least four simultaneous actions on the 
ground: 
First, United Nations entities — including the backbone of our humanitarian response, 
UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East) — must be able to perform their functions without hindrance. 
The UN must have rapid, safe and unimpeded access through all available channels and 
crossings to deliver food, water, medicine, fuel, shelter, and materials to repair 
infrastructure across Gaza, including the north.  Other humanitarian organizations — 
including local and international NGOs — and the private sector must also have 
unimpeded safe passage.  Visas, permits, and other enabling conditions must be in place 
quickly to allow a surge of desperately needed relief. 
Second, scaling up the delivery of aid and essential services demands safe conditions and 
a conducive operating environment.  We require the necessary technical, protective and 
communications equipment.  To do our work, the parties must coordinate with the UN 
system in a timely and effective manner.  This also includes the restoration of public order 
and safety to prevent the looting of humanitarian supplies. 
Third, people must be able to access life-saving aid.  This includes medical evacuations 
for those who need it … Sufficient commercial supplies must also be allowed to enter Gaza 
to meet the overwhelming needs of the population. 
Fourth, and fundamentally, civilians must be protected, and those seeking to return to their 
communities must have safe passage.  Explosive ordnance must be removed.  The 
recovery of human remains must be conducted with dignity and respect. … 
The international media must also be allowed into Gaza to report on this crucial story on 
the ground.  We must seize the opportunity presented by the ceasefire deal to intensify 
efforts toward addressing governance and security frameworks in Gaza. 
The Palestinian Authority has said it stands ready to assume its role and responsibilities in 
Gaza.  I urge collective support for the creation of security and governance arrangements 
that will enable Gaza to be re-unified politically, economically, socially, and administratively 
with the West Bank. 
Regrettably, the situation in the West Bank continues to worsen — with clashes, airstrikes, 
and unabated illegal settlement expansion and demolitions.  I am deeply concerned about 
an existential threat to the integrity and contiguity of the Occupied Palestinian Territory of 
Gaza and the West Bank. 
Israeli administrative changes over the past two years have streamlined and accelerated 
the settlement approval process.  As a result, control over many aspects of planning and 
daily life in Area C of the West Bank has been transferred to Israeli civilian 
authorities.  Senior Israeli officials openly speak of formally annexing all or part of the West 
Bank in the coming months.  Any such annexation would constitute a most serious 
violation of international law. 
It is clear that greater stability in the Middle East requires irreversible action towards a two-
State solution, with Israel and Palestine living side-by-side in peace and security, in line 
with international law, relevant UN resolutions, and previous agreements, with Jerusalem 
as the capital of both States.  The United Nations will continue to support every effort to 
advance peace, stability and a more hopeful future for Palestinians and Israelis — and the 
broader region. … 
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To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22526.doc.htm 
 

UNSCR 1701, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)   
 

------------------- 
 

Following Gaza Ceasefire, Formation of New Governments in Lebanon, Syria, 
Speakers in Security Council Discuss Ways to Ensure Steps Bring Positive Change 
for Region 
… it is far from clear what will emerge,” observed António Guterres, Secretary-General 
of the United Nations. … “In Gaza, at long last, the ceasefire and hostage-release deal 
offer a ray of hope.” Underscoring that nothing justifies either the “appalling 7 October 
terror attacks by Hamas” or the “dramatic levels of death and destruction inflicted on the 
Palestinian people in Gaza”, he urged the Council and all Member States to support all 
efforts to implement the ceasefire, ensure accountability and create conditions for recovery 
and reconstruction. … [click here to read this speech in greater detail] 
Yet, the occupation Government’s actions and laws aim to undermine the official 
institutions of the State of Palestine, said Varsen Aghabekian, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the State of Palestine. “The Palestine Liberation 
Organization is the only legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,” she said, 
noting its readiness to assume responsibility for governing Gaza and the West Bank, 
provide basic services, guarantee the return of the displaced to their homes and prepare 
for reconstruction. … 
She expressed hope that “this ceasefire will hold”, leading to “a full and final ceasefire 
without any return to aggression” and a full withdrawal of the occupation forces from 
Gaza. … 
The representative of Israel, however, noted that Hamas violated Council resolutions 
with impunity, emphasizing: “And, yet, it is Israel who has been scrutinized in this 
room.”  For 472 days, hostages have been subjected to “unimaginable suffering”, she said, 
adding that “the joy of their return is shadowed by the immense pain”. It was unity, she 
stressed, that drove Israel’s determination to bring them home, dismantle Hamas’ military 
capability and ensure that Gaza will never again pose a threat. 
“We now stand at a turning point for the entire region,” she added, stating that Israel has 
fundamentally altered the strategic landscape in the Middle East. … Adding that the 
hostage deal is not a “conclusion” — but a “step in a demanding journey to ensure the 
return of every single hostage” — she emphasized:  “We will not rest until every one of 
them is back home.” 
Underscoring that such deal “was long overdue”, the representative of the United States 
spotlighted the diplomatic efforts of Qatar, Egypt and her own country that led to this 
agreement. This will halt the fighting in Gaza, surge much-needed humanitarian 
assistance to Palestinians and reunite hostages with their families.  “It is the result not only 
of the extreme pressure Hamas has been under and the changed regional equation after 
a ceasefire in Lebanon and weakening of Iran, but also of dogged and painstaking 
diplomacy,” she stated. 
Qatar’s representative also pointed to the diplomatic efforts of her country and its partners 
to reach an agreement to “end the war and give hope to the region”. … she joined others 
in warning against actions hindering the “essential” activities of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 
The representative of Egypt … concurred, also calling for accountability “for the crimes 
committed against the Palestinian people”.  The starvation and killing of civilians — 
broadcast all over the world — cannot pass without accountability, and Israel is solely 
responsible for the destruction  of  Gaza.  Also  calling  for  accountability,  South Africa’s  

 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22526.doc.htm
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)
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representative … stressed: “We cannot allow the Palestinian people to be decimated 
through bombs, starvation and displacement while the world is seemingly unable to 
act.” … 
… Iran’s representative said that the tragedy in Gaza “exposed double standards, moral 
failures and inaction from the international community and the Security Council.” … 
… Israeli legislation “means that UNRWA faces a cliff-edge in its ability to support 
Palestinian refugees”, observed Hamish Falconer, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State in the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office of the United 
Kingdom, who also urged Israel “not to endanger UNRWA’s ability to operate”. [click here 
to read this speech in full] 
“We must hold Israel accountable to its commitments, including establishing a permanent 
ceasefire, withdrawing forces from Gaza and enabling unimpeded humanitarian aid,” 
stressed the representative of Türkiye.  Adding to the voices of support for UNRWA, she 
said that Israeli legislation seeking to ban the Agency’s operations in the Occupied 
Palestine Territory contravene its legal obligations under the Charter of the United 
Nations.  She therefore urged the Council to “shield and support UNRWA until a just and 
lasting two-State solution is achieved”. … 
For her part, Lebanon’s representative described the situation in the region as “a Middle 
East earthquake that saw coalitions cracking and regimes falling”. … she condemned 
Israel’s ongoing land and air violations, calling on that country to respect its obligations 
under resolution 1701 (2006) and withdraw from occupied Lebanese territories within the 
60-day framework timeline. 
Meanwhile, the representative of Syria observed that a “historic map of Israel” shows 
parts of Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and the West Bank as part of its alleged borders, stressing 
that sharing similar maps will not contribute to peace.  Rather, it reflects Israel’s intention 
to continue its occupation and its hostile approach. … 
“Gaza is no longer Gaza after the vast destruction that has levelled the entire area,” said 
Ahmed Attaf, Minister for Foreign Affairs, National Community Abroad and African 
Affairs of Algeria, Council President for January, as he spoke in his national 
capacity.  Yet, people in Gaza took to the streets to celebrate the ceasefire, he noted — 
“asserting to the entire world that oppression will not hijack the will of the Palestinian 
people”. Urging the Council to strengthen and monitor the deal — which “represents 
precious hope” — he said: “The future [of Gaza] must be determined by the Palestinians, 
without foreign intervention.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc15970.doc.htm  
 

UNSCR 1701, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)   
 
 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 

The ceasefire in Gaza brings hope, but immense challenges lie ahead to restore the 
health system 
The World Health Organization (WHO) welcomes the Gaza ceasefire, hostage and 
prisoner release deal, which brings hope for millions of people whose lives have been 
ravaged by the conflict.    
The health challenges ahead are immense. The entire population of Gaza has faced 
multiple displacements. More than 46 600 people have been killed and over 110 000 have 
been injured. The real figures are likely much higher. Only half of Gaza’s 36 hospitals 
remain partially operational, nearly all hospitals are damaged or partly destroyed, and just 
38% of primary health care centres are functional. An estimated 25% of those injured – 
around 30 000 people – face life-changing injuries and will need ongoing rehabilitation.  

 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc15970.doc.htm
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)
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Specialized health care is largely unavailable, medical evacuations abroad are extremely 
slow. Transmission of infectious diseases has massively increased, malnutrition is rising, 
and the risk of famine persists. The breakdown of public order, exacerbated by armed 
gangs, raises further concerns. … 
WHO is ready to scale up the response together with UN health partners including UNFPA, 
UNICEF, UNRWA and 67 Health Cluster partners. However, it is critical that the security 
obstacles hindering operations are removed. WHO will need conditions on the ground that 
allow systematic access to the population across Gaza, enabling the influx of aid via all 
possible borders and routes, and lifting restrictions on the entry of essential items. Also 
essential are active protection of civilians and health-care workers, expediting medical 
evacuations through all possible routes for over 12 000 patients (and their companions) 
who urgently require specialized care, strengthening and speeding up the referral system 
to East Jerusalem and the West Bank, and addressing road repairs, rubble removal, and 
the remediation of unexploded ordnances. … 
WHO and partners will implement a 60-day plan to support the urgent restoration and 
expansion of the health system. Focus will be on key priority response areas, including 
trauma and emergency care, comprehensive primary health care, child health, 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), 
rehabilitation, mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS). … 
Plans are underway to integrate prefabricated clinics and hospitals with existing health 
facilities to enhance service delivery in underserved and newly accessible areas.    
Efforts also are underway to strengthen referral processes for critical care within Gaza and 
facilitate cross-border medical evacuations. Given the high level of malnutrition and 
disease outbreaks, WHO is working with partners to expand infant and young child feeding 
programmes, enhance immunization efforts and reinforce disease surveillance systems 
for timely prevention, reporting, and outbreak management.  
WHO calls on all parties to uphold their commitment to fully implement the ceasefire 
agreement and to continue working towards a political solution to address the protracted 
crisis in the occupied Palestinian territory, which is essential for lasting peace.  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2025-the-ceasefire-in-gaza-brings-hope--but-
immense-challenges-lie-ahead-to-restore-the-health-system  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

UN torture expert welcomes Gaza ceasefire agreement and hostage release 
The Special Rapporteur on torture, Alice Jill Edwards, today welcomed the agreement 
reached between Israel and Hamas, which paves the way for an end to hostilities, release 
of Israeli hostages and freeing of many Palestinians held in Israeli prisons. 
“This is a day so many have hoped for,” Edwards said. “It represents a chance for the 
return of hostages taken during the lethal attacks by Hamas on 7 October 2023, and an 
end to 15 months of Israeli bombardment, widespread killings and multiple displacements 
that have exacted a terrible toll on the civilian population of Gaza. I urge all those involved 
to ensure that humanitarian relief reaches those in need without obstruction.” 
The torture expert noted that the first phase of the agreement allows many Gazans to 
return to their homes and for urgent humanitarian relief to be delivered. “This critical 
development could offer the chance for lasting peace and justice after a period of immense 
suffering,” she said. … 
“This agreement is an important first step, allowing 33 Israeli hostages to return home. If 
fully implemented, it could be the start of a lasting truce and the beginning of a process 
towards a sustainable and just peace,” Edwards said. 
“Despite this good news, the coming days and weeks will be nervous ones for the families  
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https://www.who.int/news/item/19-01-2025-the-ceasefire-in-gaza-brings-hope--but-immense-challenges-lie-ahead-to-restore-the-health-system


 18 

 

 

of hostages still in captivity, as many have had no information about the condition of their 
loved ones or even if they are still alive,” the torture expert said. “Holding hostages is illegal 
under international law, and it amounts to a form of torture.” 
The Special Rapporteur reiterated the need for continued vigilance regarding the treatment 
of Palestinian detainees in Israeli custody. 
“They must be treated humanely and with dignity at all times, and all those arbitrarily 
detained must be released,” she said, adding that she would continue to raise with Israeli 
authorities her concerns about credible allegations of torture and ill-treatment, as well as 
her request to inspect detention facilities. … 
“All allegations must be thoroughly investigated, those responsible held to account, and all 
victims of torture provided with justice and rehabilitation support,” she said. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-torture-expert-welcomes-gaza-
ceasefire-agreement-and-hostage-release  
 
 

UNRWA 

Over 600,000 Palestine Refugees in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan in need of 
humanitarian assistance 
… On 8 December … the government of Bashar al-Assad fell, thousands of political 
detainees were released and new caretaker authorities assumed control. Tens of 
thousands of the 5.6 million refugees in countries bordering Syria, including Palestinians, 
started to return to their homes, crossing back into Syria from Lebanon and Jordan … 
To respond to the increasing needs of Palestine Refugees in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan, 
UNRWA is launching an emergency appeal of US $464 million to provide critical 
assistance, including cash, health and education services, and protection interventions. 
The Agency will also target Palestine refugees for rapid transitional shelter support, 
provide explosive ordinance risk education, legal aid and other support for those lacking 
official documentation. In addition, UNRWA will prioritize psychosocial support, invest in 
better food security and emergency preparedness, and rehabilitate installations and 
homes damaged by conflict. 
“With the recent massive political changes in Syria, this is a time to reassure Palestine 
Refugees who were displaced both internally and to Lebanon and Jordan that UNRWA is 
there for them as strongly as ever. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/news-releases/over-600000-palestine-refugees-syria-
lebanon-and-jordan-need-humanitarian-assistance  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  
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Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
** Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  
 

Bill as introduced 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0146/240146.pdf  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_day_pbc_0121.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 5 days 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
** closes in 10 days 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes 

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  
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