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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Topical Questions: Culture, Media and Sport 
Damien Egan (Labour): The BBC has a responsibility to share content that licence fee 
payers can trust, yet the Asserson report found widespread evidence of bias in the BBC’s 
reporting of the Israel-Hamas war, which, from what I can see, continues. What 
representations have been made to the BBC and Ofcom to ensure that impartiality is 
upheld in all areas? 

Lisa Nandy: … When I met representatives from the Jewish community recently 
about antisemitism in the arts, I was shocked and horrified by some of their 
experiences, and we are working closely with them to tackle it. I can confirm to my 
hon. Friend that I have raised this issue directly with the BBC director general. I am 
aware that the BBC gets criticism from all sides about its reporting and has a difficult 
balance to strike, but we are determined to work with the BBC and support it to get 
that right. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/8E7241C0-7F37-416B-
A49A-A0918512E2AF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BF1E87B1-43AA-4DEB-B265-
BD3C5E06F3E7  

 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://asserson.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/asserson-report.pdf  
 

Business of the House 
Bob Blackman (Conservative): …  may I point out that the Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
has organised hate marches across London over many months since 7 October? The 
Metropolitan police have finally decided that it is unacceptable for the campaigners to form 
up at midday 100 yards from a synagogue where Jewish people were threatened when 
leaving or joining the Shabbat service, and have insisted that the route of the marches 
must not go near any synagogue. However, the campaigners have said that they will defy 
the police and form up outside the synagogue again. May we have a statement from the 
Home Secretary reinforcing the view that if that happens, those individuals should face the  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/8E7241C0-7F37-416B-A49A-A0918512E2AF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BF1E87B1-43AA-4DEB-B265-BD3C5E06F3E7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/8E7241C0-7F37-416B-A49A-A0918512E2AF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BF1E87B1-43AA-4DEB-B265-BD3C5E06F3E7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/8E7241C0-7F37-416B-A49A-A0918512E2AF/TopicalQuestions#contribution-BF1E87B1-43AA-4DEB-B265-BD3C5E06F3E7
https://asserson.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/asserson-report.pdf
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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full force of the law and the cost of policing the demonstration to ensure that public order 
is protected? 

Lucy Powell: … the hon. Gentleman will know that decisions about the policing of 
protests and demonstrations are a matter for the police—they are operational 
matters—but he is right to say that public safety should be at the fore, along with 
ensuring that no one is subject to antisemitism or any other kind of hate as a result 
of any demonstration. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-
AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-095E2D4D-86B0-4A6B-9D8A-
7B43212C8D22  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Community Development: Israel 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [22911] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport, if she will make an assessment of the potential impact of boycotts of Israeli 
participation in (a) sporting and (b) cultural events on levels of community cohesion in the 
UK. 

Chris Bryant: Sports, arts, and culture are powerful ways to bring communities 
together. As such, we do not support sports or cultural boycotts in principle, 
including in relation to Israel. 
Any disruption or threat to community cohesion is of concern. DCMS therefore 
works closely with sport and cultural stakeholders to identify issues and to minimise 
any negative impact on community cohesion. The Secretary of State recently met 
with a delegation led by the Board of Deputies of British Jews to discuss their 
experiences of working in the arts and cultural sector at a time of increased tension 
in the Middle East. She was very concerned by the scale and extent of their 
experiences and made clear her own view, and that of the government, that 
antisemitism is as unacceptable in the arts as it is anywhere else in society. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/22911  
 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Religion 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [22646] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, which religions and faiths her Department formally 
recognises; and which faith days for those religions or faiths her Department formally 
marks. 

Alex Norris: The United Kingdom is strengthened by individuals of different faiths 
and of no faith, and the valuable contribution they make to our communities. The 
Faith Minister meets regularly with leaders and representatives of major faiths and 
beliefs. 
A large number of religious festivals take place each year and we understand the 
importance of these festivals to our communities. Many of the major religious 
festivals are marked through receptions, ministerial attendance at events or through 
social media channels. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22646  
 

Muslim Association of Britain 
Alicia Kearns (Conservative) [23463] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, whether her Department considers the Muslim Association of Britain an 
extremist entity. 

Dan Jarvis: The Government does not routinely comment on individual groups or 
cases  and  Home   Office  officials   continually  seek   to  build  and   refresh  their  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-095E2D4D-86B0-4A6B-9D8A-7B43212C8D22
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-095E2D4D-86B0-4A6B-9D8A-7B43212C8D22
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-095E2D4D-86B0-4A6B-9D8A-7B43212C8D22
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/22911
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22646
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knowledge of the threat from extremism, as the landscape is constantly evolving. 
This includes disrupting the activities of those who seek to radicalise others but 
operate – often intentionally – below legal thresholds. 
While the Government keeps the list of proscribed organisations in the UK under 
review, we do not routinely comment on whether or not an organisation is under 
consideration for proscription. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23463  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Online Safety 
Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick (Labour): To ask His Majesty’s Government what 
assessment they have made of the implications for online safety posed by small, high-risk 
online platforms, such as 8Chan. 

The Minister of State, Department for Science, Innovation and 
Technology (Lord Vallance of Balham): The Government are extremely 
concerned about the impact of small but risky services that host hateful and harmful 
content. The Online Safety Act will require such services to remove illegal content 
and, where relevant, protect children from legal but harmful material. Ofcom has 
established a Small but Risky supervision task force in recognition of their unique 
risks. The regulator will identify, manage and enforce against such services where 
they fail to comply with their duties. 

Baroness Ritchie of Downpatrick: … will [the Minister] set out whether the Government 
expect Ofcom to take enforcement action against small but high-harm sites that are 
identified as problems? Have they made an assessment of the likely timescales for 
enforcement action, including the use of service disruption measures? 

Lord Vallance of Balham: … Where there is evidence of non-compliance, Ofcom 
has set out that it will move quickly to enforcement, and that action will follow in 
spring this year … Ofcom will be able to apply fines, including global levies, and it 
will be able to apply to the courts for business disruption measures and have the 
flexibility to submit these applications urgently. 

Lord Clement-Jones (Liberal Democrat): …Given the amendment to the Bill … it was 
quite clear that high-risk smaller platforms would be included in category 1 and bear all the 
consequences. Yet, despite the Secretary of State’s concerns, which were expressed in a 
letter last September, the Government have not insisted that Ofcom include those 
platforms in category 1. What does that mean? Why are the Government not taking proper 
legal advice and insisting that these smaller, high-risk platforms bear all the duties of 
category 1 services? 

Lord Vallance of Balham: … Category 1, in the way that the Bill was ultimately 
approved, was for large sites with many users. The possibility remains that this 
threshold can be amended. It is worth remembering that category 1 imposes two 
additional duties: a duty that the company must apply its service agreements 
properly and a duty that users can make it possible for themselves not to see certain 
things. For many of the small and harmful sites, those things would not apply 
anyway, because users have gone there deliberately to see what is there, but the 
full force of the Act applies to those small companies, which is why there is a special 
task force to make sure that that is applied properly. 

Viscount Colville of Cuiross (Crossbench): My Lords, Ofcom’s illegal harms code states 
that it has removed some of the code’s measures from smaller sites, due to evidence that 
they were not proportionate, but it is not clear which measures have been removed and 
why. … 

Lord Vallance of Balham:  My understanding of  this is that   the Online Safety Act  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-13/23463
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applies to all small companies and nobody is exempt. The things that would not 
apply would be the specific things in category 1, or indeed in category 2A and 2B, 
which are to do with the ability to apply and monitor a service contract, and the 
ability to ensure that users can exempt themselves from seeing certain activities. … 

Lord Markham (Conservative): … I had to do a bit of research into 8chan and the others 
… What I saw was that, before 8chan, there was 2chan and then 4chan, and 8chan is now 
8kun. It is like whack-a-mole: while we can try to do all the technical moves, it is very 
difficult. … 

Lord Vallance of Balham: … part of this is about education and making people 
aware of what is there. … 

Lord Winston (Labour): My Lords, will my noble friend the Minister kindly tell the House 
how the Government can ensure that the people who are putting their dates of birth online 
are actually the people who are putting their dates of birth online? How do we ensure that 
accuracy? 

Lord Vallance of Balham: …There are verification systems in place to ensure that, 
and indeed there are more detailed verification systems coming online in terms of 
children’s ages. … 

Baroness Bull (Crossbench): … Can [the Minister] say whether the Government have 
made an assessment of the different types of harms that are on these smaller sites that 
fall outside the regulations? … 

Lord Vallance of Balham: The so-called Small but Risky task force … is 
undertaking a review of all the risks of these small units. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/74AF808F-B9C9-411D-8C47-
0DA296471881/OnlineSafety  

 

The Illegal Harms Code, referred to above by Viscount Colville of Cuiross, can be accessed at 
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/illegal-and-harmful-content/statement-protecting-
people-from-illegal-harms-online/  

TOP 

 

Holocaust 

See also the House of Lords debate “Rules-based International Order” that is 
included in the Israel section below. 
 

Downing Street 

PM statement following visit to Auschwitz: 17 January 2025 
Nothing could prepare me for the sheer horror of what I have seen in this place. It is utterly 
harrowing. The mounds of hair, the shoes, the suitcases, the names and details, 
everything that was so meticulously kept, except for human life. 
As I stood by the train tracks at Birkenau, looking across that cold, vast expanse, I felt a 
sickness, an air of desolation, as I tried to comprehend the enormity of this barbarous, 
planned, industrialised murder: a million people killed here for one reason, simply because 
they were Jewish. 
My visit today has also shown me more clearly than ever before, how this was not the evil 
deeds of a few bad individuals. It took a collective endeavour by thousands of ordinary 
people who each played their part in constructing this whole industry of death. To build the 
tracks, drive the trains, extract the hair and teeth, conceive the method of mass murder – 
each stomach-churning step rooted in the hatred of difference. The lessons of this darkest 
of crimes are the ultimate warning to humanity of where prejudice can lead. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/74AF808F-B9C9-411D-8C47-0DA296471881/OnlineSafety
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/74AF808F-B9C9-411D-8C47-0DA296471881/OnlineSafety
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/illegal-and-harmful-content/statement-protecting-people-from-illegal-harms-online/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/illegal-and-harmful-content/statement-protecting-people-from-illegal-harms-online/
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My wife was equally moved by what she saw today. It was her second visit, but no less 
harrowing than the first time she stepped through that gate and witnessed the depravity of 
what happened here.  
Time and again we condemn this hatred, and we boldly say “never again”. But where is 
never again, when we see the poison of antisemitism rising around the world in aftermath 
of October 7th? Where is never again, when the pulse of fear is beating in our own Jewish 
community, as people are despicably targeted once again for the very same reason, 
because they are Jewish. 
The truth that I have seen here today will stay with me for the rest of my life. So too, will 
my determination to defend that truth, to fight the poison of antisemitism and hatred in all 
its forms, and to do everything I can to make “never again” mean what it says, and what it 
must truly mean: never again. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-following-visit-to-auschwitz-17-
january-2025  
 

-------------------- 
 

Prime Minister's remarks at joint press conference in Poland: 17 January 2025 
… This month we mark Holocaust Memorial Day and the 80th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz, when the full horror of the Holocaust was exposed for the world to see.   
I visited Auschwitz earlier today. I stood on those railway tracks, looked at the shoes and 
the suitcases piled high, the hair, the teeth, taken from those murdered by the Nazis. 
For eight decades, the memory and pain of what the Jewish people suffered - of what 
Poland and others suffered, in that camp, has been passed from country to country. 
Generation to generation. Family to family.  
I will never forget what I saw today.  
And I will never forget my responsibility to pass this on to the next generation.  
To remember, to learn, and to respect. 
Our solemn promise: Never again.  
That is our duty – now and always. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-remarks-at-joint-press-
conference-in-poland-17-january-2025  
 

-------------------- 
 

Keir Starmer The truth that I have seen here [Auschwitz] today will stay with me for the 
rest of my life. So too, will my determination to defend that truth, to fight the poison of 
antisemitism and hatred in all its forms. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1880287645458395239 

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Commons oral answers “Topical Questions: Culture, Media and Sport”, 
and “Business of the House”, and Commons written answer 22911 “Community 
Development: Israel”  that are included in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

House of Lords Debates 

Gaza: Healthcare System Support 
col 1442 Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws (Labour): To ask His Majesty’s Government  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-following-visit-to-auschwitz-17-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-following-visit-to-auschwitz-17-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-remarks-at-joint-press-conference-in-poland-17-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-remarks-at-joint-press-conference-in-poland-17-january-2025
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1880287645458395239


 6 

 

what steps they are taking to support the healthcare system in Gaza. … 
col 1443 I was a member of the legal panel which reviewed the evidence that was to be 
used, by the International Criminal Court’s Office of the Prosecutor, to apply for warrants 
before the court against Hamas and its leadership for the atrocity crimes committed on 7 
October—horrifying crimes—and against the Israeli war leaders Netanyahu and Gallant 
for crimes against the laws of war. That related to the failure to enable access to 
humanitarian aid for the Palestinian people. 
The review involved looking at whether thresholds for evidence had been met, but 
decisions were always made by the prosecutor’s office. The warrants have now been 
issued by a court of law, not by the prosecutors. It relates to the impact of the absence of 
humanitarian aid on the well-being and health of the people of Palestine, of Gaza. 
I sought this debate because of the grievous humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the near 
collapse of the healthcare system … and because of my concern that Parliament had been 
too silent on the suffering of the people in Gaza. …. Those who are conducting this war 
on behalf of Israel, or who step in to the role of mediators or peacekeepers in the weeks 
and months to come, have to enable the immediate delivery of substantial aid. 
A huge number of hospitals in Gaza have been destroyed and those which remain can 
barely function. Many medical staff have been killed. There is very little food and water in 
the region, and no fuel. A hospital cannot function without electricity for incubators, dialysis 
machines, operating theatres and sterilisation units. Disease is now rampant in the area 
because of the gross state of sanitation. … For over a year, no chlorine has been allowed 
to enter Gaza. 
There is little medicine and virtually no medical supplies. Surgeons have had to operate 
without anaesthesia. The number of people, especially children, who have lost limbs runs 
into the thousands. … 
col 1344 Israel’s debilitation of Gaza’s healthcare system is justified to the world on the 
basis that there are Hamas military targets within the hospitals, which may well be true. 
But what humane war leaders are prepared to kill people in their hospital beds or babies 
in incubators when there is a Hamas presence in a hospital? … 
According to Israel, it has used 70,000 tonnes of bombs, which surpasses the tonnage 
dropped in Dresden, Hamburg and London combined during the six-year Second World 
War. The Geneva Convention sought to create new rules of engagement after the horrors 
of the Second World War, but they seem to count for nothing. … 
… the WHO said that Israeli forces had been conducting a systematic dismantling of the 
health system in northern Gaza. The WHO has verified that 654 attacks have been made 
on healthcare facilities. … 
On 8 November 2024, the IPC Famine Review Committee stated: “Famine thresholds may 
have already been crossed or else will be in the near future” 
in northern Gaza. The UN estimates that 60,000 children will require treatment for acute 
malnutrition in the course of this year. 
Before the conflict, some 500 trucks entered Gaza every day. Now, every single person in 
Gaza requires humanitarian assistance, but in October, 57 trucks a day were allowed to 
cross into Gaza on average. … 
A report by 29 NGOs, including Save the Children, Oxfam and others, detailed the looting 
of aid trucks as an ongoing issue, but called the theft of goods “a consequence of Israel’s 
targeting of the remaining police forces in Gaza, scarcity of essential goods, lack of routes 
and closure of most crossing points, and the subsequent desperation of the population 
amid these dire conditions”. 
col 1345 Many of the those who are looting are young Palestinians who are trying to get 
food for their families, their parents and other people suffering in the absence of food. 
On 10 January, a study was published in the medical journal the Lancet which estimates 
that the death toll, which people refer to as 47,000, is higher than that: between 55,298 
and 78,525. …  
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One day, we will be ashamed of ourselves for our passivity and hypocrisy concerning what 
has been happening in Gaza. This silence has to be broken. 

 

Lord Polak (Conservative): … I could not be more delighted … at the prospect of seeing 
Emily Damari and all the other hostages released, but I remind noble Lords that Israel is 
not negotiating with the UK, nor with the UAE. It is having to make an agreement with a 
terrorist group, Hamas, which chillingly vowed yesterday to repeat 7 October. We will no 
doubt hear in the next hour distorted figures and distorted so-called facts provided by the 
Hamas propaganda machine. But let us be clear: Hamas is a terrorist group with scant 
regard for the welfare of the Palestinian people. 
Do not take my words, take the words of Fatah’s statement of 11 January condemning 
Hamas for gambling with the interests and resources of the Palestinian people to the 
benefit of the Iranian regime, and holding Hamas responsible for the destruction of Gaza, 
in particular concerning the protection and healthcare of the population. … 
Will [the Minister] confirm that, according to HMG, Hamas will have no role whatever in the 
reconstruction of Gaza? … will the Minister please confirm to the House that Israel has 
provided 13 working field hospitals in Gaza, in co-operation with international partners, 
since the beginning of the conflict? Finally, will she confirm to the House that 3,259 sick 
and wounded civilians and their escorts have been evacuated from Gaza? Israel cares, 
Hamas does not. 

 

col 1346 Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat): … under international law, civilians 
and medical staff must be protected, yet we hear that in Gaza, hospitals have been 
attacked, with patients killed, equipment destroyed and services lost. Numerous doctors 
and other medical staff have been killed. … 
Israel has maintained that Hamas has been operating from these health facilities, but the 
UN high commissioner states that Israel “has not provided sufficient information to 
substantiate many of these claims” … 

 

Lord Pannick (Crossbench): … we all lament the tragedy of Gaza … but much of that 
tragedy is the inevitable consequence of a war, a war which Hamas was responsible for 
starting. It is a war that Hamas has continued, by threatening to repeat 7 October if it could 
do so, and by detaining Israeli and foreign hostages in conditions of unspeakable cruelty 
for 468 days and counting. … 
Hamas bears a particular responsibility for the damage to the healthcare system of Gaza. 
It is the consequence of Hamas’s policy of using civilian structures such as hospitals as 
bases for its weapons and its soldiers. … I find it quite extraordinary that [Baroness 
Kennedy] can speak, eloquently, on this subject for eight or nine minutes and make only 
one brief, indirect reference to Hamas. … 

 

col 1347 Lord Turnberg (Labour): … a potential ceasefire would indeed be a great relief 
for both sides, though we will now be going into a sort of truth and reconciliation phase in 
which blame will be laid on one or other party, and we will see Hamas’s very successful 
propaganda laid out for the BBC and others to swallow without question. 
I want to head off some of that with a few facts. When we hear talk of hospitals being 
destroyed, I remind noble Lords that Israel built 13 field hospitals in Gaza to treat the 
Palestinians. It has sent hundreds of Gazan patients not only to Israel’s hospitals but to 
hospitals in other countries and managed the polio vaccination programme for all the 
children in Gaza. … 
Israel evacuated the patients of Kamal Adwan hospital, but it was not the patients or staff 
who were killing Israeli soldiers nearby—nine last weekend alone. It was Hamas terrorists 
who were shooting from tunnels under the hospital—tunnels to which Hamas has always 
denied access to its own people. Remember that, while Israel builds shelters for its 
population, Hamas builds huge tunnels for itself to which it denies access to its women 
and children so that it can cynically use them in the front line of its battles. … 
There has been some talk of the role of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya, the director of the Adwan  
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hospital. Israel now seems to have evidence that not only is he a key member of Hamas, 
he may even have taken part in the 7 October terrorist attack. … 

 

Baroness Helic (Conservative): … There is a lot of passion and controversy about this 
issue. Can the Minister tell us whether international journalists will finally be allowed into 
Gaza so that they can bear witness to 13 hospitals, to the citizens of Gaza who have been 
cared for in hospitals on Israeli territory and so that we can finally get what could be 
considered an objective view of what exactly has been happening on the ground and the 
results of those actions? 

 

col 1348 Baroness Janke (Liberal Democrat): … Some 500 healthcare staff and 200 aid 
workers have been killed. We should pay tribute to the courage of these people, many of 
whom are volunteers. It is they who are providing the reports of what is going on in Gaza 
which are being refuted by others in this Chamber. I would ask those noble Lords to read 
the testimony of some of the people who actually work there. 
Does the Minister feel that the Government have done enough to protect healthcare in 
Gaza, in light of the systematic attempts to destroy it? …  
Any lasting peace will depend on justice and accountability, so will the UK Government 
commit to pursuing those responsible for war crimes and ensuring that they are held fully 
accountable? … will the Government play a full part in rebuilding a future for Gaza based 
on justice, accountability and guaranteed human rights? 

 

Baroness Bennett of Manor Castle (Green): … I begin by acknowledging the year of 
agony for the hostages held by Hamas and their families and friends. I regret that the 
International Committee of the Red Cross has not been able to check on their welfare … 
Overnight and today, reports suggest that at least 70 more people have been killed in 
Gaza, adding to a death toll of more than 46,000. Very many of them were children and 
the majority were clearly non-combatants. … Two million people have for 15 months 
endured a level of horror and inhumanity that should haunt us for ever … 
col 1349 The ongoing occupation, the siege of Gaza and the systematic violation of 
Palestinian human rights cannot continue. The UK Government must formally recognise 
the state of Palestine —a vital step towards justice, equality and a sustainable peace. It is 
also a demonstration of commitment to international law and a balanced approach to the 
region, which must include a full suspension of all arms exports to the Israeli military. 

 

Baroness Gohir (Crossbench): … Multiple generations of families have been wiped out. 
The death and destruction cannot carry on. What role is the UK playing to ensure the 
ceasefire is permanent? 
The surviving Palestinians now face a critical threat. The healthcare system in Gaza has 
been decimated, leaving Palestinians without access to life-saving treatment, which could 
result in a doubling of deaths. The injured cannot be treated. There is the spread of 
disease. Newborns are dying. Pregnant women are having miscarriages and being denied 
safe birth. One overlooked tool of genocide is preventing births, which we are witnessing. 
… All of this is in breach of international law. Why has Israel been allowed to violate 
international law repeatedly and with impunity, through actions which have undeniably 
contributed to the elimination and expulsion of Palestinians? … 
I finish by commenting on the Prime Minister’s statement about the ceasefire. Language 
matters. He rightly described the deaths of innocent Israelis as brutal and “a massacre”, 
but then simply described the deaths of Palestinians by saying that “they lost their lives”. 
Palestinians, too, were brutally massacred. Given the atrocities we have witnessed, why 
did the Prime Minister downplay the suffering of Palestinians and show double standards 
in humanity? 

 

Baroness Blackstone (Labour): … I do want to point to the long-term effects on children. 
They may escape death, but many are maimed, seriously malnourished, have been denied 
education because so many schools have been destroyed, and have lost close family 
members.  They are traumatised and they will be left with permanent scars, meaning that  
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their mental and physical health will require long-term treatment for many years. I also 
want to mention that the sexual and reproductive health of younger women has been 
shattered by the systematic destruction of primary care centres as well as hospitals. … 
col 1350 Will [the Government] hold Israel to account for its failures under international law 
in annihilating the health sector in Gaza? And what are they doing to ensure that UNRWA 
can remain in place to carry on its vital work in delivering humanitarian aid? … will the 
Government commit to a leading role in restoring the Gazan infrastructure to allow its 
people the chance of a semblance of normal life, including proper healthcare? 

 

Baroness Hussein-Ece (Liberal Democrat): … Israeli forces arrested Dr Hussam Abu 
Safiya, the director of the last major hospital operating in north Gaza—the Kamal Adwan. 
He was among more than 240 people arrested and the IDF has accused him and all his 
staff members of being Hamas terrorists. We understand that he has been denied legal 
representation since then until 22 January, and these allegations are not proven, as others 
have tried to say. … 

 

col 1351 Baroness Altmann (Non-affiliated): … My heart goes out to all those suffering—
Palestinians and Israelis—following the Hamas massacre. Hamas cynically exploits 
hospitals and healthcare, inviting attack by firing on Israel from those facilities. Hamas has 
turned hospitals into terror command centres. It has used them to hide hostages and 
terrorists. Hamas terrorists themselves go round disguised as women, even holding 
children. They are deliberately disguising themselves as patients and doctors and 
travelling in ambulances. They are callously putting ordinary Palestinians in harm’s way. 
The protections for hospitals and healthcare are not unconditional, but the Palestinian 
Hamas terrorists cynically exploit international sympathy. … 
The December actions at Kamal Adwan Hospital found large terrorist operations there. 
Some 240 Hamas, PIJ and other operatives were caught, and 19 terrorists were killed. 
Even then, many tried to pose as patients and flee. This is the same in other hospitals that 
Israel has attacked, and it has set up its own. Notwithstanding all of this, Israel has 
provided fuel and medical supplies. It has even run a vaccination campaign for diphtheria, 
tetanus, whooping cough, hep B and polio—hardly genocidal intent. … 

 

Lord Shinkwin (Conservative): … Of course, the international community must do 
everything it can to help rebuild the hospitals in Gaza, whose sacrosanct position has been 
consistently violated, as we have already heard, by Hamas in defiance of international law. 
For it is their cynical cowardice, in turning hospitals into terror command centres, that has 
put patients, their families and medical personnel in harm’s way. 
So, to support the healthcare system of Gaza must mean protecting it from Hamas. Never 
again can Hamas be allowed to perpetrate such crimes against the Palestinian people. I 
ask the Minister to confirm that His Majesty’s Government will prioritise ensuring Hamas 
respects and upholds international law, because unless and until that happens, no amount 
of support from us will remove the threat posed by Hamas to the security and viability of 
the Gaza healthcare system and, ultimately, to its people. 

 

col 1352 Lord Oates (Liberal Democrat): … We awoke with news that gave hope that, 
15 months after the monstrous Hamas attacks of 7 October, a ceasefire would bring the 
Israeli hostages home and end the devastating slaughter of innocent Palestinian civilians. 
This afternoon, we hear reports that Israel continues with airstrikes on Gaza and is backing 
away from the agreement, reportedly due to the intransigence of extremist Israeli Ministers, 
Smotrich and Ben-Gvir. During this time, Palestinian health services have been attacked 
and largely destroyed and health service workers indiscriminately killed or seized by the 
IDF. … 
Israel is not only losing many of its friends over the devastation it has wreaked in Gaza; far 
worse, it is in danger of losing its soul. 

 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): … UNICEF’s figures are 14,500 child deaths, 
17,000 unaccompanied  children  with  no   foster care and 1 million displaced children. In  
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context, that is the equivalent of the entire under-10 population of London now displaced, 
that now needs to be educated and homed. Of course, as we heard, even with this 
agreement there continues to be outpost and settler violence in the West Bank. … 

 

col 1353 Lord Callanan (Conservative): … There is substantial evidence that Hamas has 
fought from within hospitals throughout the war, periodically hiding some of the hostages 
it has held since 7 October 2023 inside them and using the people of Gaza as human 
shields. There is video evidence to demonstrate that. 
We must also acknowledge the measures taken by Israel to facilitate the flow of aid into 
Gaza. Despite the security challenges, Israel has worked to establish humanitarian 
corridors and to co-ordinate with international actors to allow the delivery of vital supplies. 
It is crucial in this debate to recognise these efforts, as in my view they demonstrate Israel’s 
willingness to balance its legitimate security concerns with its obligations under 
international humanitarian law. 
It is essential to differentiate between the legitimate self-defence actions of a democratic 
state, Israel, and the actions of what is essentially a terrorist group that seeks to undermine 
peace and stability in the region. Hamas bears total responsibility for the suffering in Gaza, 
not only through its attacks on Israel but through its previous governance failures and 
misappropriation of the considerable resources delivered over many years by the 
international community that were meant to help civilians. … 

 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Baroness Chapman of Darlington): … this House will join me in 
welcoming the news overnight of major progress on a ceasefire deal between Israel and 
Hamas. … 
col 1354 At the same time, we recognise that for the hostages and their families, the 
suffering continues. We especially think of British citizen Emily Damari, and of Eli and 
Yossi Sharabi, Oded Lifshitz, and Avinatan Or, who have strong links to the UK, and their 
loved ones, who have shown so much courage and commitment to bringing them home. 
We stand with Gazan civilians as they await more information about what this deal will 
mean. They need to be able to start rebuilding their lives and livelihoods as soon as 
possible. … 
Since the appalling Hamas attacks of 7 October, hospitals and other healthcare facilities 
make up much of the vital infrastructure that has been destroyed in Gaza. What is needed 
immediately is a rapid surge in aid reaching Gaza and an effective security context for this 
to be delivered. We need to see commercial deliveries fully reinstated and medical 
supplies allowed. We must also see more medical evacuation routes opened and the 
urgent facilitation of new and sustainable healthcare provision. … 
Throughout the conflict we have pressed all sides to meet their obligations with regard to 
healthcare in Gaza. … In our view, UNRWA is the best way forward to get aid, and it should 
be allowed to continue. … 
Through our wider funding to the Occupied Territories, we have supported UK-Med’s 
operation of field hospitals and other healthcare services. … We have also provided £1 
million of funding to the Egyptian Ministry of Health and Population, delivered through the 
WHO in Egypt, to support Palestinians who have been medically evacuated from Gaza. … 
col 1355 It is true that Israel has provided field hospitals; I am happy to confirm that. But 
we must acknowledge that the humanitarian situation we see today tells us that this has 
not been enough. Journalists should be able to operate freely and safely in Gaza, and we 
hope that that can be brought about soon. 
In closing, I reiterate that what we urgently need now is for the implementation of the 
ceasefire announced last night, long overdue though it is, to bring swift and significant 
relief to the people of Gaza. We need to see a rapid increase in the amount of aid reaching 
Gaza and immediate action to restore civilian infrastructure, including access to 
healthcare. Reconstruction should be Palestinian led, but Hamas should play no part in 
this. We stand ready to play our part in reconstruction and psychosocial support. I suspect  
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that this House, like the wider world, will never agree on the balance of responsibility and 
blame for the deaths of tens of thousands of children, women and men. But what we can 
support, and we surely all have a duty to support, is that negotiation, dialogue, 
humanitarian aid, a ceasefire and the release of all hostages, today, is the only way 
forward. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/77444ACC-DFC0-42D4-8F46-
D7952CBAFAD7/GazaHealthcareSystemSupport  

 

The announcements of the International Criminal Court arrest warrants, referred to above 
by Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws, can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-
warrants-situation-state-palestine 
and 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges 
and 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-
warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim  

 

The IPC statement referred to above by Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws can be read at 
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FRC_Alert_Gaza_Nov2024.pdf  
 

The NGOs report referred to above by Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws can be read at 
https://www.care-international.org/sites/default/files/2024-
11/Gaza%20Humanitarian%20Access%20Snapshot%20%237.pdf  

 

The Lancet report referred to above by Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws can be read at 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext  
 

Information about the Fatah statement referred to above by Lord Polak, including a link to 
the statement (in Arabic) can be read at 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/fatah-vows-not-to-let-hamas-replicate-its-
actions-in-west-bank-slams-iran/ar-BB1riaVr  

 

The UN High Commissioner’s statement referred to above by Baroness Northover can be read at 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/01/israels-attacks-have-devastating-
impact-gazas-hospitals-turk-tells?gsid=77bbe378-c955-47f0-806d-fb0b6cf2ef48  

 

The Prime Minister’s statement referred to above by Baroness Gohir can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-israel-hamas-ceasefire-15-
january-2025  
 

-------------------- 
 

Rules-based International Order 
col 1300 Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat): That this House takes note of the 
challenges to a rules-based international order, and their impact on global cohesion, 
stability and security. … 
col 1301 The institutions put in place particularly after the Second World War and Nazi 
genocide seem to be under threat. The rules-based order, whatever its limitations, is being 
shaken up. … 
The brutality of the First World War led to the far-sighted, but ultimately ineffective, League 
of Nations seeking to resolve competition between nations through dialogue and 
diplomacy. The economic consequences of reparations, the stock market crash of 1929 
and the depression, with propaganda lethally harnessed, destabilised the West and helped 
to pave the way in Germany for Hitler and the Nazis, through genocide, to begin the 
invasion of neighbouring countries and thence to the Second World War. … 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/77444ACC-DFC0-42D4-8F46-D7952CBAFAD7/GazaHealthcareSystemSupport
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/77444ACC-DFC0-42D4-8F46-D7952CBAFAD7/GazaHealthcareSystemSupport
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-warrants-situation-state-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-warrants-situation-state-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-israels-challenges
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-israels-challenges
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_FRC_Alert_Gaza_Nov2024.pdf
https://www.care-international.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/Gaza%20Humanitarian%20Access%20Snapshot%20%237.pdf
https://www.care-international.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/Gaza%20Humanitarian%20Access%20Snapshot%20%237.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/fatah-vows-not-to-let-hamas-replicate-its-actions-in-west-bank-slams-iran/ar-BB1riaVr
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/fatah-vows-not-to-let-hamas-replicate-its-actions-in-west-bank-slams-iran/ar-BB1riaVr
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/01/israels-attacks-have-devastating-impact-gazas-hospitals-turk-tells?gsid=77bbe378-c955-47f0-806d-fb0b6cf2ef48
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/01/israels-attacks-have-devastating-impact-gazas-hospitals-turk-tells?gsid=77bbe378-c955-47f0-806d-fb0b6cf2ef48
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-israel-hamas-ceasefire-15-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-israel-hamas-ceasefire-15-january-2025
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col 1302 Over the years since the Second World War, the Nuremberg trials were held, 
then others were held to account for genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, the Balkans and 
elsewhere. International law steadily developed, and, after much struggling, the 
International Criminal Court came into existence in 2002. … We have had wars and even 
genocides. The veto in the Security Council has stymied action. … 
col 1303 One of the major areas where double standards seem to hold is the Middle East. 
It came across very strongly from leaders and others across the region and Africa at the 
Doha Forum in December that the response by the Israeli Government to the attack of 7 
October 2023 is viewed as devastatingly disproportionate. The UN and ICC have said as 
much, but in return have come under attack. The West has not pushed back, critics say, 
allowing the Government of Israel to get away with actions others are condemned for. … 

 

col 1304 Lord Liddle (Labour): … the role of Iranian-backed terrorism must also be taken 
into account in the Middle East. … 

 

col 1312 Lord Thomas of Gresford (Liberal Democrat): … The news from the Middle 
East gives some relief to Israel and respite to Gaza, but, after conflict, there must be 
accountability if a rules-based international order is to survive. As a boy, I saw the scenes 
from Belsen and I felt relief when the war ended. Vital to the durability of peace was 
Nuremberg, the tribunal which brought the leaders responsible for the world war and the 
Holocaust to account. … 
Last November, warrants were issued by the ICC for the arrest of the Israeli Prime Minister 
and his former Defence Minister, together with three now-deceased leaders of Hamas. 
There must be other Hamas leaders in the frame for their unprovoked slaughter in October 
2023. Hamas puts the figure of deaths in Gaza at over 46,000 in 14 months; the Lancet last 
week reported 64,260 deaths in nine months. To put those figures in perspective, the 
number of US military killed in the Korean War over a period of three years was 36,516. … 
Can Hamas truly justify its savage attacks? Were the retaliatory deaths inflicted by Israel 
in Gaza proportionate self-defence? Who will decide? I know from experience, and 
respect, the Israeli system of military justice. I have no reason to conclude that Israel’s 
Military Advocate General is either unwilling or unable to conduct the necessary 
investigations and criminal proceedings, if warranted, into battlefield crimes by IDF forces. 
But Mr Netanyahu, as Prime Minister, is not subject to the military system of justice in 
Israel. 
In his opening in the Nuremberg trials in 1947, the American Supreme Court justice Robert 
Jackson, the lead prosecutor, said in a blazing speech: 
“The common sense of mankind demands that law shall not stop with the punishment of 
petty crimes by little people. It must also reach men who possess themselves of great 
power and make deliberate and concerted use of it to set in motion evils which leave no 
home in the world untouched.”  
col 1313 The International Criminal Court has the benefit of the procedures and safeguards 
set out in its charter, with the support of a vast majority of the world’s nations. It is a fair 
and impartial court, not under-resourced for its output. It is an important part of the 
architecture of the world order. 
However, a Bill passed in the United States House of Representatives just last week 
instructs the US President to freeze property assets and deny visas to any foreigners who 
materially or financially contribute to the ICC’s efforts to investigate, arrest, detain or 
prosecute a protected person. Protected persons are defined as all current and former 
military and government officials of the United States—and allies that have not consented 
to the court’s jurisdiction, such as Israel. Brian Mast, the Republican chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, said: “America is passing this law because a kangaroo court is 
seeking to arrest the prime minister of our great ally.” 
He accused the ICC of anti-Semitism in prosecuting Israeli leaders for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, in an equivalence with leaders of Hamas. He further said: “Do 
not get in the way of  America  or  our  allies  trying  to  bring our people home. You will be  
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given no quarter, and again, you will certainly not be welcome on American soil.” 
Similarly, Senator John Thune, a Republican from South Dakota and the Majority Leader, 
referred on the Floor of the Senate to, “the ICC’s rogue actions.” 
To categorise the ICC as a kangaroo court and its proceedings as “rogue actions” 
undermines the rule of law. It casts doubt upon the validity of Nuremberg, the very 
mechanism that brought justice, if not peace, to the Jewish victims of the Holocaust and a 
durable and lasting settlement in Europe. … 

 

col 1319 Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws (Labour): … It is so important that we 
recognise why the world embarked on a moral course after the Second World War. It was 
designed to prevent war. It was designed to prevent the escalation of conflicts into war, to 
prevent the commission of atrocity crimes and acts of gross inhumanity, and to create a 
better world. … 
col 1320 The idea was that “never again” did not apply to just one community; it applied to 
all of humanity. We should never again stand by while human beings were subjected to 
terrible crimes. 
For over 70 years, the memory of that war seared the minds of my parents’ generation until 
they died, and indeed of my generation because we were the children of that. … 
There has to be accountability … if there is to be justice. … 
 

col 1322 Baroness Helic (Conservative): … As we approach the 80th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz this month, we should remember those who perished, reflect on 
our values and never stop learning from that tragedy: never allow its lessons to be 
algorithmed away, diminished or deliberately reinterpreted by those who seek to distort 
history. The international institutions, treaties, and laws we rely on today were born from 
the two world wars and the particular tragedy of the Holocaust. Britain played a proud and 
pivotal role in establishing these foundations. As prosecutor Ben Ferencz said after the 
Nuremberg trials: “I learned that if we did not devote ourselves to developing effective 
world law, the same cruel mentality that made the Holocaust possible might one day 
destroy the entire human race”. 
Today, these institutions need more than our respect or fond memories. They require us 
to recommit to their principles and work to strengthen and reform them. … 
After Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine, our collective response showed international co-
operation to uphold international law at its most effective … On the other hand, our darkest 
moments—the genocides in Rwanda and Srebrenica, the invasion of Iraq, the impunity for 
atrocities in Syria and, most recently, the mounting catastrophes in Sudan and Gaza—
occurred when we disregarded our collective responsibility to uphold international norms. 
While we all welcome the ceasefire in Gaza and hope that it holds, and deplore Hamas’s 
terrorist attacks, we must acknowledge that the Israeli Government, with the support of the 
United States, the United Kingdom and other friends and allies, has ignored numerous 
orders from both the ICJ and the International Criminal Court to comply with humanitarian 
law. In the words of Omer Bartov, the Israeli-American genocide scholar, these acts have 
destroyed “the entire edifice of international law that was put into place after WWII”. … 
Britain too has fallen short on occasions. … In Gaza, while rightly supporting Israel in its 
response and defence after 7 October, we have failed in our duty to be a candid friend and 
to defend and uphold international humanitarian law. … 

 

col 1323 Baroness Hussein-Ece (Liberal Democrat): … On the current conflict in Gaza, 
we have heard recently with some relief that there is to be a ceasefire. We can only hope 
and pray that it will lead to a lasting peace and an end to the killing and destruction. We 
have witnessed graphically a 21st-century manifestation of the erosion of international law, 
in which few to none of the restraints set out by the post-World War II system have been 
respected. The United Nations and the ICC have been under attack. 
col 1324 The law of occupation, based on the Fourth Geneva Convention, is relevant here. 
Israel is recognised as an occupying force in the West Bank. It is also effectively occupying  
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Gaza, its borders, airspace and coastal waters. Occupational law prohibits the deliberate 
targeting of civilian infrastructure, collective punishment and other measures that harm the 
civilian population. The Israel-Palestine conflict is exposing the inherent contradictions in 
the West’s stance as guarantor of the international order. It is something that we all 
believed was a given. Since Hamas’s attack back in October 2023, in which 1,200 Israelis 
were killed and 240 taken hostage, Israel’s air and ground campaign has killed over 46,000 
Palestinians. … that is being seen now as a gross understatement; far more people have 
been killed or are buried and missing under the rubble. 
It is hugely depressing that millions of people in this country and around the world now 
believe that there is an inherent racism at the heart of British foreign policy in respect of 
Gaza. … People who are non-Europeans, from the Middle East and eastern 
Mediterranean—people who look like my family and with heritage such as mine—are 
deemed not worthy of similar protections. … When Putin bombs hospitals and attacks 
civilians, there is rightly instant condemnation. Thousands of Palestinians have been 
blown up and killed, and almost all hospitals have been destroyed, with barely a murmur 
from the United Kingdom Government. Why is that? Why are Palestinians not deserving 
of the same protections given to the millions of Ukrainians who were able to flee, with 
hundreds of thousands being rightly welcomed with open arms here in the UK? 
The majority of Governments and people in the region, and globally, do not support Israel’s 
actions. Opinion is increasingly citing the clear contradictions between policy in Ukraine 
and Palestine as double standards. Younger generations in particular are increasingly 
frustrated, expressing their strong opposition to and outrage at what they believe to be the 
collapse of the rules-based international law, especially when they see viral videos of death 
and destruction across the internet—including, sadly and depressingly, those of Israeli 
soldiers openly singing and dancing in Gaza, many wearing dead or displaced Palestinian 
women’s underwear. … 
This situation will almost certainly breed even more despair and animosity—and more 
radicalisation. If you have lost your entire family, your home, your school and your 
neighbourhood, you may feel that you have very little left to lose. Depriving Gazans of 
electricity, water, food and medical aid, as well as targeting residential areas, hospitals, 
mosques, churches, schools and refugee camps, is clearly incompatible with the Geneva 
conventions. These attacks are seen as nothing short of a war crime, and history must 
eventually hold those responsible to account. … 
col 1325 Many believe that untold damage has been done to the standing of the United 
Kingdom. Many are now saying, with increasingly loud voices, globally, that they do not 
want to be lectured by western countries about international law and human rights. An 
honest and constructive approach to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is vital. Why has this 
country, with its long history in the region, in effect absolved itself of any responsibility 
other than to support and facilitate these ongoing breaches of human rights? … 

 

col 1327 Lord Balfe (Conservative): … The Court of Justice of the European Union and 
the WTO are unique in being courts committed to a very central, tightly drawn range of 
circumstances, but some of the other courts—including the International Criminal Court—
have a tendency to go well beyond where it is sensible for them to go. … To issue an 
arrest warrant for Benjamin Netanyahu is downright foolish, because it will not be 
implemented. It undermines the authority of the court. People look at it and say, “What a 
bunch of jokers. Surely, they don’t expect Netanyahu to get off the plane in London and 
be banged up by the British coppers”. 

 

Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws: Does the noble Lord know that, when a warrant was 
issued for Kenyatta, he got on a plane, went to The Hague, submitted himself to the court 
and said, “I’m here to answer it. I have a defence to this”? It gave him permission to return 
to his country and to continue to lead it before there were eventually hearings. Why does 
Mr Netanyahu not do that? You have to remember that the warrant is in relation not to his  
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conduct of the war but his refusal to allow humanitarian aid into the country to feed the 
population. 

 

col 1328 Lord Balfe: … I take that point, but I am making the point that the Netanyahu 
incident did the ICC no good at all. … 

 

col 1331 Lord Marks of Henley-on-Thames (Liberal Democrat): … On the Middle East, 
despite the strength of feeling on both sides, there is in the mainstream a unity of view. 
We uniformly condemn Hamas’s barbaric attack on Israel on 7 October 2023—the murder, 
the rape and the kidnap of innocent hostages—and we have also been shocked by the 
unrestrained conduct of the war in Gaza since then, with massive civilian casualties, untold 
destruction and the unacceptable failure to ensure the flow of humanitarian aid and the 
availability of healthcare. 
We have now to hope that the fragile ceasefire holds and that the second phase succeeds, 
but that is far from assured. The region and the world will then have to navigate the 
massive costs of reconstruction in Gaza and the political difficulties of reaching agreement 
on a two-state solution that both secures Palestinian agreement and guarantees Israel’s 
security. … 

 

col 1335 Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): … War crimes are crimes, whatever 
the war. A human right when denied to one is denied to all. … last year and just this week, 
when I have asked questions about war crimes, the noble Lords, Lord Ahmad and Lord 
Collins, agreed with sincerity that war crimes have been committed by Putin. … However, 
just on Monday, the Minister said that she could not proclaim what a war crime was within 
the Gaza-Israel conflict. 

 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Baroness Chapman of Darlington): … We were talking 
specifically about genocide. … 

 

Lord Purvis of Tweed: …what [the Minister] said was in response to my question on war 
crimes. … for other conflicts, Ministers speaking from the same Dispatch Box over the last 
year have proclaimed what war crimes are. … 

 

col 1339 Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … The rules-based international order 
continues to play an important role in making sure we can take action at the scale and 
pace that is needed, including in facing crises, with most countries trusting the United 
Nations to act effectively as first responder. … 
We are committed to upholding and promoting the rule of law, putting it at the heart of our 
approach, from our domestic legal and judicial system, to strengthening accountability and 
the international institutions that defend international law, including the United Nations, the 
Council of Europe, and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe. We are 
seeking re-election to the Human Rights Council and to return a UK judge to the 
International Court of Justice. This Government will not withdraw the UK from the 
European Convention on Human Rights, and I can tell the noble Lord, Lord Callanan, that 
this Government support the effective and independent International Criminal Court. … 
col 1341 We continue to promote compliance with international humanitarian law, including 
in Gaza. From our first day in office, this Government have pressed for an immediate 
ceasefire, to free the hostages and to bring relief, reconstruction and hope to civilians, who 
have suffered so much. All phases of the ceasefire deal announced yesterday must now 
be implemented in full. We were all pleased to hear that news yesterday, and we are 
hopeful that every phase of the agreement that has been reached can be implemented. 
The UK will continue to make every diplomatic effort to get lasting peace, security and a 
two-state solution for the Israeli and the Palestinian people. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/9D0D0A23-E7CC-4D0C-AA77-
EBD0665357F7/Rules-BasedInternationalOrder  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/9D0D0A23-E7CC-4D0C-AA77-EBD0665357F7/Rules-BasedInternationalOrder
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-16/debates/9D0D0A23-E7CC-4D0C-AA77-EBD0665357F7/Rules-BasedInternationalOrder
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The announcements of the International Criminal Court arrest warrants, referred to above 
by Lord Thomas of Gresford, can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-
warrants-situation-state-palestine 
and 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges 
and 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-
warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim  

 

The Lancet report referred to above by Lord Thomas of Gresford can be read at 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(24)02678-3/fulltext  
 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington’s earlier comment, referred to above by Lord Purvis of 
Tweed, can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-
A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-EA0DDAEC-1069-4B6A-
AEB9-D106DBC29FB3  

 

 

 

House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Middle East 
col 511 The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Affairs (David Lammy): With permission, I will update the House on the deal announced 
between Israel and Hamas. Last night, US President Biden and Qatari Prime Minister Al 
Thani confirmed that negotiators had reached an agreement. While we await political 
approval for the text, the agreement is expected to come into force shortly after midday 
Israel time on Sunday 19 January. 
After months of despair, there is now hope; a glimmer of light in the darkness; a darkness 
that had seemed all-consuming since Hamas’s barbaric terrorist attack on 7 October 2023. 
I am sure that the whole House remembers the agony as we learned the full horror of what 
had unfolded and the grief as we mourned those who were lost. For the hostage families, 
the agony has gone on and on. … 
I say to all those now waiting anxiously to see what this deal means for them: we are with 
you in the days and weeks ahead. In Gaza today, civilians will be waiting anxiously to see 
what this deal means for them. I say to them, too: we are with you as you begin to rebuild 
your lives. 
After 15 months of conflict, the level of suffering defies belief. Gazans have truly been 
trapped in hell on earth—over 46,000 killed, so many children’s lives extinguished, 
schools, hospitals and homes destroyed, and hunger and disease. Almost 2 million have 
been forced to flee their homes, with northern Gaza cut off from the rest of the strip. A 
generation have been scarred by the savagery of war. 
Among the victims was Hind Rajab, a five-year-old Palestinian girl killed alongside 
members of her family and the paramedics who came to rescue her. Among the victims 
were many journalists dedicated to documenting the horrors around them. Among the 
victims were aid workers dedicated to serving others, including British citizens John 
Chapman, James Henderson and James Kirby. … We mourn every innocent victim of this 
appalling war. 
Beyond Israel and Gaza, the conflict has brought yet more tensions and conflict into the 
wider region, with unprecedented Iranian attacks, a renewed conflict in Lebanon and 
Houthi strikes in the Red sea and into Israel. At times, our own communities—and indeed 
this House—have been divided by this war. … 
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col 512 The agreement as negotiated has three stages. In the first six-week phase we 
expect that both parties will stop fighting. Thirty-three of the hostages will be freed: 
children, women, those over 50 and the wounded. Israel will start to redeploy to the edge 
of the strip. Palestinians will return to what is left of their homes. The Rafah crossing will 
reopen. Israel will allow 600 truckloads of aid into Gaza each day. On the 16th day, 
negotiations will begin on the detail of the second phase. In the second six-week phase, 
the male hostages under 50 will be released. Israel will complete its withdrawal from Gaza, 
and there will be a permanent ceasefire. Finally, a third phase will see the return of the 
bodies of any remaining hostages and the lifting of economic restrictions on Gaza. … 
From day one in office, the Government have pressed at every stage for an immediate 
ceasefire, to free the hostages, to get more aid into Gaza and to open up a path to lasting 
peace. … 
We have also played a leading role in the humanitarian effort, restarting funding to the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, funding field hospitals that have treated more 
than 300,000 Gazans, and providing more than £100 million in support to the Palestinians 
this financial year. … 
Much remains to be done. It is critical that there is final approval of the agreement. As the 
Israeli Cabinet meet, I urge them to back this deal. Now is not the time for any backtracking. 
Both sides must implement each phase of the deal in full and on time. … 
Every hostage must be released, as set out in the agreement. Every ounce of aid promised 
to Gaza must reach those in need. I am sending my representative for humanitarian affairs 
to the region, to work closely with aid agencies, the Israeli Government and our partners 
to deliver on these promises. 
Palestinians must also be free to return to their homes and, crucially, they will need to 
rebuild: rebuild their homes, rebuild their lives and rebuild their communities. They cannot 
possibly do that on their own. They need to feel safe and they need the international 
community to deliver the funds they will require. … 
col 513 The Palestinian Authority has a crucial role to play. We want donors to support its 
plans for recovery, and I discussed that with President Abbas on Monday. We are 
providing technical and financial assistance to the PA, including to support the urgent 
recovery of basic services. Working with the Palestinian Authority and civil society will help 
lay the groundwork for an inclusive Palestinian governance in Gaza. That is the best way 
to re-establish local order and security. It is therefore a crucial first step in achieving not 
only better lives for Palestinians but a future for Gaza no longer under the control of 
Hamas. 
Ultimately, it will take time to rebuild Gaza and rebuild trust between the two sides. … But 
we must try to use the agreement to establish a credible pathway to a two-state solution, 
with equal measures of security, dignity and justice for Israelis and Palestinians alike. The 
decades-long conflict between Israelis and Palestinians cannot be managed; it must now 
be resolved. … 

 

Priti Patel (Conservative): … It is a conflict that we should never forget was triggered by 
the horrific Hamas terror attacks of 7 October 2023—the worst terror attack in Israel’s 
history and the most murderous pogrom against the Jewish people since the Holocaust. 
We have in our thoughts today the victims of that appalling massacre: those who lost their 
lives, including the hostages murdered in captivity, and those whose lives have been 
changed forever. Every single hostage must be returned safely home and reunited with 
family and friends after 15 months of the most unimaginable cruelty at the hands of Hamas. 
Even in the midst of that unimaginable pain and anxiety, the families of those held hostage 
have kept the torch burning for their loved ones, with publicity highlighting their plight with 
such resilience and tremendous bravery. … 
col 514 … can the Foreign Secretary to tell the House specifically what role the UK 
Government have played in these negotiations and about their contribution to reaching 
this agreement?  Can he give  assurances  that  the  UK will help Israel in any way possible  
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to support the safe return of the hostages, which will be so critical in ensuring that the 
agreement endures? Can he inform the House—it may yet be too early—whether any of 
the Palestinian prisoners being released were responsible for the death or injury of British 
nationals, and about the steps being put in place to manage the potential risk of dangerous 
individuals being set free? On the question of humanitarian aid to Gaza, what work has he 
undertaken to unpick the awful bottlenecks that we have seen over months and months, 
while we have seen innocent civilians suffer? … Is it the Foreign Secretary’s position that 
Hamas must have no role in the future of Gaza? … Does he agree that if the Palestinian 
Authority do indeed assume responsibility in Gaza, in order to have an enduring and lasting 
peace, they must undertake the most comprehensive reform in their history, with serious 
shifts not just in their behaviour but on education and welfare, and that they must bring the 
course of democracy through to the end that we would like to see? … 
However, there are some related points that the Foreign Secretary will also need to 
consider. On Israel, for example, that includes whether the changes to the approach on 
the International Criminal Court arrest warrants will happen and what should happen from 
the Government’s position … Will he also commit to inserting the UK’s enthusiastic 
approach to fresh discussions on the Abraham accords and the role that will play in the 
peace, stability and prosperity in the region? 
col 515 Finally, we have seen for over a year the world’s only Jewish state being ruthlessly 
attacked from all sides, from the Hamas terrorists in Gaza to the Hezbollah terrorists in 
Lebanon and the Houthis in Yemen, from which Iranian-linked militias in Iraq have been 
directing their course of action, while Iran and its proxies have used innocent Palestinian 
civilians as human shields without any care for their welfare or wellbeing. We need to know 
that this Government will step up when it comes to addressing the root causes, which rest 
in Tehran. The Government, the international community and all of us will want a robust 
strategy towards Iran if we are to build a lasting and sustainable peace in the middle east. 

David Lammy: … it was quite right that Qatar and Egypt, with their proximity to 
Hamas, should be central in bringing about the ceasefire; and that the United 
States, with its particular relationship with Israel, should also stand alongside them. 
But she will know, because of our complex foreign policy relationship with all those 
parties, the tremendous effort that UK diplomats have put in to get us to this path. … 
It was very important to be with British hostage families in particular, to assure them 
and counsel them that my judgment was that we would get to this point … but also 
to be in the occupied territories, the west bank and east Jerusalem, to spend time 
with President Abbas, to discuss with him what now needs to happen in Gaza in 
terms of its reconstruction and the reform that the right hon. Lady rightly 
emphasises is essential for the Palestinian Authority. … 
col 516 We have provided £112 million in this financial year, including £41 million 
specifically for UNRWA. We want to see the number of trucks increase and the 
figure that has been set in the ceasefire agreement met. I will say this, though: the 
situation will require proper governance in Gaza if we are to achieve that. At the 
moment, we have gangs. … 
The UK is ready to play a leading role in this process, with international and regional 
partners. It should be predicated on tangible progress, in our view, towards a 
Palestinian state, with Gaza and the west bank united under one Government. The 
Palestinian Authority’s role in Gaza must therefore be front and centre. Planning 
needs to advance security both for Gazans and for Israel, and Israel’s security will 
be fundamental if we are to bring this to an end. … There cannot be a role for 
Hamas. … 

col 517 Sarah Champion (Labour): … I cannot think what the families of the hostages 
are going through, and, to be honest, I do not want to think of what the hostages 
themselves have endured. But the ceasefire is far from certain, the peace following it is far 
from certain,  and the two-state  solution is very far from certain.  What is certain is that on  
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28 January the Knesset’s legislation that effectively bans UNRWA comes into force, and I 
am unable to see how the aid, the stability, the health systems and the schools can be 
implemented if that happens. … 

David Lammy: … As for the position of the UK Government, in the midst of this 
conflict, when there are so many children out of school, so many children orphaned 
and so many hospitals lying in rubble, when there is disease and famine, we cannot 
see how there cannot be a role for the central UN agency at this time if this peace 
is to hold. … What we do not want is the undermining of the peace that begins on 
Sunday by that legislation just a few days into its passing. 

Calum Miller (Liberal Democrat): … This ceasefire is welcomed by all who have watched 
with horror as the suffering that began on 7 October 2023 has worsened for so many … 
The priority must now be ensuring that humanitarian assistance floods into Gaza, and that 
all possible efforts are made to secure the release of the remaining hostages. I urge the 
Foreign Secretary to do everything in his power … to persuade Israel not to implement the 
Knesset’s resolution on UNRWA … 
I am grateful today for the fact that a deal has been reached, but I am also angry that it 
has taken so long. In the months of delay, there has been no relief for the hostage families. 
So many more lives have been lost, and so much more destruction has been visited on 
people in Gaza, including further deaths even since the ceasefire deal was announced. 
col 518 The blocks to progress have been extremists on both sides, the terrorists in Hamas 
and the supporters of annexation in the Israeli Cabinet: people who do not want peace, 
but want to erase another population from the land. … 

David Lammy: … this first phase is a critical period, and I believe that withdrawing 
UNRWA would destabilise it. … 
There are extremists on both sides. … This deal was substantially on the table last 
May, put down by President Biden. It has taken a Herculean effort. … 
Of course, we want to see a two-state solution. My party is committed to Palestinian 
recognition at the right point. … The unravelling of UNRWA would make the west 
bank even more fragile than it currently is. I was there on Monday, and security 
issues, expansion and settler violence all got worse in 2024—it is the worst year on 
record for violence and expansion. … 

Debbie Abrahams (Labour): … I particularly want to commend the dignity and grace of 
the Palestinian and Israeli families who have lost loved ones or are waiting for news about 
them. … 

col 519 David Lammy: … Our responsibility to them is to continue to press for the 
political process that gets us to the two-state solution that we all know is the only 
way to achieve lasting peace. 

Edward Leigh (Conservative): … it is possible to be four-square behind the Israeli 
Government in their right to defend themselves and defeat Hamas and at the same time 
to care about the suffering of the Palestinian people. … these illegal new settlements in 
the west bank must stop, and the pressure on the Palestinian people in the west bank 
must stop, because it is fuelling a sense of despair and future extremism …  

David Lammy: … The right hon. Gentleman is right: the expansion particularly 
undermines the 1967 settlement, and it makes it very difficult to achieve the two-
state solution. Those who try to thwart the possibility of a two-state solution are 
saying that their belief is either in no state at all, which is entirely unacceptable, or 
it is in one state, in which case they had better get on and ensure equality for all. 

Jon Pearce (Labour): … What reassurances can the Foreign Secretary give to [the 
hostage families] … that the UK will do everything in its power to make sure that their loved 
ones come home, that all UK-related hostages come home as a matter of priority and that 
all hostages come home as soon as possible, to end their suffering? 

col 520 David Lammy: … I pay tribute to the 17 British nationals killed since the 
abhorrent attack on 7 October. Our hope  is  that  three of   the  UK  and  UK-linked  
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hostages will be released in the first phase, as they fall into the criteria for that 
release … Of course, it is our sincere hope that as we get to the second and third 
phases, all hostages will be released. …  
This is the most difficult of times, as they wait to see the fate of their loved ones. … 
there was fighting yesterday, in which nine Israel Defence Forces soldiers lost their 
lives, there was fighting this morning, and it is likely that there will be fighting right 
up to the ceasefire on Sunday. … 

James Cleverly (Conservative): … To ensure that the hostages are released promptly, 
what can we do to make sure this deal gets over the line? Sadly, we have seen too much 
aid diverted away from the Palestinian people in Gaza and used to facilitate attacks against 
Israelis, so what will the Department do to ensure as best it can that the aid gets to the 
people who need it and is not used to murder Israelis? 

David Lammy: … in order for the aid to get in, we have to have security. … there 
is a critical role for the United Nations, which can achieve about 250 trucks. It is my 
sincere hope that Israel is able to restart the use of commercial organisations to 
increase that number even further, but he will recognise that this presents a 
massive challenge, as has been set out by the head of UNRWA and the Office for 
the Co-ordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 
The challenge is that this is taking place against a backdrop of huge displacement 
of Gazans over this time and of gangs roaming the streets, so there is a worry that 
they could get access to the aid as the space opens up. There is a lot to do, and 
how we achieve that security with the Israelis withdrawing and how Gulf states get 
the confidence to step in and begin reconstruction—they do not want to put money 
in if it will all be torn down a few weeks or months later—is critical. … 

col 521 Uma Kumaran (Labour): … Gazans have been trapped in hell on earth, and it 
has been a living nightmare for the families of the hostages. … What more can the UK 
Government do to play our role in working towards the shared goal of a two-state solution, 
and when will be the right time for us to recognise a sovereign state of Palestine? 

David Lammy: We hold out that a two-state solution must be the way forward. We 
believe that normalising relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia is key, and that 
there must be Palestinian component. … 

Andrew Mitchell (Conservative): … The deal must be implemented in good faith, and I 
very much welcome his comment that Hamas can never again govern that space. … Will 
[the Minister] bear in mind that abject devastation can lead to unforeseen breakthroughs? 
Following the Yom Kippur war, we saw Israel make peace with Egypt, and significant 
progress was made on the Oslo accords following the intifada. 

David Lammy: … [Andrew Mitchell] is right to focus on the fact that Hamas cannot 
play a role, but he probably agrees with me. I never believed, as some in the Israeli 
Government did, that they could eradiate Hamas solely by military force. What 
eradicates extremism is diplomacy, a political solution and a political horizon that 
pulls the rug from under the terrorists. … 

Laura Kyrke-Smith (Labour): … The humanitarian situation is dire. Staff at the Al-Awda 
hospital, the only partially functioning hospital in the north of Gaza, report that they have 
been entirely cut off from aid supplies. … 

col 522 David Lammy: Half a million people in Gaza have received essential 
healthcare as a result of UK funding … Over 600,000 young people in Gaza have 
received food as a result of our efforts, but there is a tremendous amount to do … 
The threat to UNRWA could thwart these efforts in the coming days. It is about how 
… people can return to their homes, which is now the hope. But she will understand 
that many of them are returning to rubble. Actually, they are returning to camps in 
the surrounds of their homes, and they will need aid and support for many, many 
years, and probably for decades to come. 

Stephen Flynn (SNP): … we continue to mourn  all  of  those   who have  been killed since  
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the vicious terrorist attack by Hamas on 7 October 2023. In that respect, my mind is very 
much with the six little babies who did not see this proposal because they froze to death 
in Gaza just a few short weeks ago. The collective punishment of the Palestinian people 
will not be forgotten by history, just as all of those who sat silent, and who encouraged and 
armed extremists in the Israeli Government, will be judged by history. … 

David Lammy: … the Labour party has always stressed the seriousness of Israel’s 
security in the toughest of neighbourhoods, because Iran and its proxies have so 
much malign intent. But we have always insisted that what it does must be within 
international humanitarian law, and we have raised our concerns at every turn when 
we have felt that it is being breached. … 

Andy Slaughter (Labour): The Foreign Secretary rightly says that we must use this 
agreement to establish a pathway to a two-state solution. Steps along that pathway were 
set out in the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice that was handed down 
last July, and they would provide the reassurance and security to allow for reconstruction 
in Gaza. When will the Government publish their response to that opinion? 

David Lammy: … this issue is being studied in depth by the appropriate legal minds 
in Government. … 

col 523 Oliver Dowden (Conservative): Every Friday since 7 October, many people have 
gathered in Borehamwood … with a simple message: “Bring them home.” May I urge the 
Foreign Secretary to use all the diplomatic efforts of His Majesty’s Government to bring 
that vision to bear? … 

David Lammy: … We have a family of constituencies in north London where a 
candle has been lit for the hostages every single Friday, including in the Stamford 
Hill area of my constituency, which he knows is one of the historical homes of the 
Jewish community … 
We should remember the rocket fire that Israel has experienced over many, many 
years, including, of course, the attack on 7 October. There is a key role for the Gulf 
states, but they will not take up that role unless there is renewed and continued 
negotiation beyond phase 1, which begins in 16 days’ time. They will need a political 
horizon, too. 

Yasmin Qureshi (Labour): I welcome the ceasefire, after 15 months of relentless 
bombing of hospitals, schools, refugee camps, and women and children. For the ceasefire 
to last, it is important that Israel is compelled to recognise that Palestinians have a right to 
freedom, justice and self-determination. … 
Will the Foreign Secretary tell us what steps are being taken to negotiate a two-state 
solution, which goes to the heart and root cause of this problem, and to ensure that East 
Jerusalem is the capital of Palestine? … 

David Lammy: … The Palestinian cause is a just cause. A two-state solution is 
where we have to be. … 

col 524 Liz Saville Roberts (Plaid Cymru): … We live in hope of a ceasefire and the 
release of the hostages. However, we cannot forget everything that has come before: the 
mass atrocities on 7 October were followed by 15 months of destruction waged against 
Gaza’s civilians by the Israeli Government. … Only justice can redress crime. What steps 
is [the Minister] taking to support the International Court of Justice and the ICC to hold all 
perpetrators of war crimes to account? … 

David Lammy: We have always been clear about the importance of international 
humanitarian law, and we have always been clear about the importance of its being 
determined by international courts. … 

Tahir Ali (Labour): … We must not forget that peace in the region will come about only if 
the Yemenis receive the same privilege as the Palestinians. There has to be a peace 
solution for the Yemenis. … 

David Lammy: … This will be very interesting. Now that we have this ceasefire, 
will the Houthis hold to it in the Red sea? … 

 



 22 

 

Bob Blackman (Conservative): … There are clearly concerns that Hamas are trying to 
resile from the commitments they have made in this deal. In fact, overnight, their leader 
praised the events of 7 October, vowed to keep repeating them until Israel is eliminated 
and called upon all his followers to continue the fight. 
Equally, the Foreign Secretary has not mentioned that part of this deal, as I understand it, 
will see the release of Palestinian prisoners who have been convicted of terrorist offences. 
The risk is that they will return and cause more problems. What can he do to ensure that 
Hamas are eliminated from government in Gaza, so that the Palestinian Authority can take 
control and ensure that peace is restored to the region? … 

col 525 David Lammy: The hon. Gentleman is right that, over this period, we could 
see up to 1,500 prisoners released. It will be weighing very heavily on the hearts of 
many Israelis that among those prisoners will be people who have committed 
murder, and it will weigh heavily on their hearts that those people are returning to 
Gaza. 
Our view is that we need a political process if we are to undermine seasoned 
terrorists who, by necessity, are swapped to get these hostages out. … There is a 
process within Israel in which some of the affected families can object, but the hon. 
Gentleman is right to recognise the balance that has been struck to achieve the 
hostage deal and the necessary ceasefire over the coming days. 

Melanie Ward (Labour): … The scale of the human trauma of the last 15 months is a 
gaping wound on the conscience of the world—Israeli babies held hostage, some 20,000 
Palestinian children killed. … 
Does [the Minister] agree that the Palestinians of Gaza … displaced within and outside 
Gaza, must have free movement to return to their homes—or what is left of them—and 
that this must include the reopening of the Rafah crossing? 

David Lammy: … The Rafah crossing with Egypt must open. That is part of this 
deal, and it will allow 2.3 million displaced civilians to return home on foot via a 
coastal road. … 

Ayoub Khan (Independent): … We all know that there have been many deals and 
ceasefires that Israel has withdrawn from … Other than urging Israel, what tangible steps 
will the Government take to ensure that it sticks to the deal, instead of going back to the 
mass killings of innocent Palestinians? 
col 526 David Lammy: … diplomacy is failing until it achieves success. … 
Helen Hayes (Labour): … while the war has raged in Gaza, the settlers have dramatically 
increased their activity in the west bank, taking land that does not belong to them in a 
systematic attempt to undermine the possibility of a viable Palestinian state. … 

David Lammy: … My hon. Friend is absolutely right to centre the west bank, the 
expansion and the violence that undermines the two-state solution. … One hugely 
important role that the UK Government play is in relation to reform and supporting 
the Palestinian Authority. That work must continue. We stand by the 1967 borders 
that we think can achieve the two-state solution that is required. We worry about 
the security situation in the west bank. We worry, too, about the arms and the 
supplies that are coming in from malign forces, particularly from Iran and some 
neighbouring states. But we are also in an intense dialogue with the Israeli 
Government about what we think are breaches of international law in relation to 
how the area is properly secured and policed. … 

col 527 Kit Malthouse (Conservative): … While the Foreign Secretary has attributed 
much of the work to diplomats, it is obvious that, whatever we think about him, the critical 
intervention, by all reports, has been that of President-elect Trump. Although he has 
issued public threats to Hamas, he has quite obviously—again by all reports—outlined a 
series of consequences and accountabilities to the Israeli Government. Therefore, as we 
look towards the worsening situation in the west bank, can we find a lesson here for British 
foreign policy. … 
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David Lammy: … this has been the most challenging of political environments for 
this conflict, partly because there was an election campaign in the United States for 
much of 2024. Had we been able to achieve a more bipartisan approach sooner, 
we might have seen the pressure that was necessary to bring both parties to the 
deal that we have finally reached. … 

Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): … Tom Fletcher, the UN under-secretary-general for 
humanitarian affairs, has said today that the deal could have been done a year ago, and 
that the ferocity of the killing by Israel and Hamas has been “a 21st-century atrocity”. Does 
my right hon. Friend agree that there will be lasting peace in the middle east only if the 
Israeli Government and the international community treat all lives—a Palestinian child’s 
life and an Israeli child’s life—as equal? 

David Lammy: … there will be time for a lot of reflection on how we got here and 
why we got here, but the critical thing at this moment is that the ceasefire holds, 
that we get beyond the first phase to the second phase, and that we get to the third 
phase. … 

col 528 Christine Jardine (Liberal Democrat): … Does [the Minister] agree that this is 
perhaps the appropriate time … for holding out hope of a two-state solution, and that now 
might be the perfect time for the Government to recognise a state of Palestine? 

David Lammy: … a two-state solution is the only way to a stable peace. … 
recognition in itself does not achieve that. … If we are serious, and achieve that 
political process, recognition might properly be part of it, to cement the two states 
that are necessary. … 

Stella Creasy (Labour Co-op): … I know that for the next couple of days everybody in 
this House will hold in their hearts my constituent Sharone, whose father Oded is the oldest 
hostage we are awaiting news on … Oded is 85. … Oded spent his life as a peace activist, 
campaigning for a two-state solution and driving Gazans to hospital. In the spirit of Oded, 
and the work that he has done, will the Foreign Secretary work with colleagues in the 
Department of Health and Social Care to offer young Palestinians who urgently need 
medical help the support that they need here in the UK? 

David Lammy: … Oded is a retired Israeli journalist who was taken from his home. 
His wife, Yocheved, was also taken, but she was released in October 2023. Oded’s 
daughter Sharone is a British national who resides in my hon. Friend’s constituency, 
and she has tirelessly campaigned for his release. That is what we want to see over 
the next period. There is a role for our own medical services where appropriate … 

Paul Holmes (Conservative): … the Israeli Prime Minister said that he wants to delay a 
vote in Cabinet because there have been last-minute changes to what Hamas are 
requiring. Has the Foreign Secretary been briefed on what those perceived changes or 
accusations are, and could he outline some of them to the House æ 

col 529 David Lammy: … the UK Government’s position is that the deal is now 
final and needs to be implemented. … 

Apsana Begum (Independent): Israel denied that it was holding Dr Hussam Abu Safiya, 
the director of Kamal Adwan hospital, only to confirm that it had in fact detained him. There 
are reports that he is currently being tortured in prison. … Can [the Minister] take this 
opportunity clearly to condemn Israel’s indefinite incommunicado detention of 
Palestinians, en masse and without charge or trial? … 

David Lammy: We have raised those issues with the Israeli Government … 
Ellie Chowns (Green): … we all recognise that, while the ceasefire may bring an end to 
the current extremes of violence, it will not end the conflict. A number of conditions need 
to be met for lasting peace, so will the Foreign Secretary set out a timetable for UK 
recognition of the state of Palestine, and the concrete steps that he will take to end the 
occupation and ensure that all those who have committed war crimes are held fully 
accountable? 

David Lammy:  I cannot set out  a timetable  because  the  UK  Government  alone  
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cannot be responsible for a timetable that will necessarily involve the Israeli 
Government, the Palestinian Authority, our friends in the United States, and Arab 
partners particularly. … 

col 530 Nick Smith (Labour): … While bricks and mortar are crucial to rebuilding Gaza, 
what more can he say about investing in the democratic, judicial and security institutions 
to underpin the movement towards a possible two-state solution? 

David Lammy: The United Kingdom has unique capability and experience in 
governance issues particularly. We have unique partnerships with not just Israel 
but the Palestinian Authority and Arab partners, and of course the special 
relationship with the United States, so we are uniquely positioned for the next 
phase. … 

Graham Stuart (Conservative): … does [the Minister] share my concern about the 
evidence that UNRWA has been penetrated by Hamas and that the curriculum in schools 
run by UNRWA has propagated hate? Does he agree that the job of reform of UNRWA 
has not yet been finished and needs to be looked at so that UNRWA does not act as a 
place where terrorists can hide and hate can be promoted? 

David Lammy: I was horrified by the allegations against UNRWA, and it was 
entirely proper and appropriate that the United Nations got someone of eminence 
and importance to look at those issues. I know Madame Colonna, and I spoke to 
her following her review. In re-establishing funding to UNRWA, we gave £1 million 
to the UN to assist the implementation of her plan. The hon. Member is right that 
the process is not yet complete, but we heard again this morning from United 
Nations representatives that they are reassured that the process is under way and 
that UNRWA cannot and can never be a hiding place for those who commit 
terrorism. 

John McDonnell (Independent): … Although he cannot give us a timeline today, could 
[the Minister] set out the criteria that the Government will use to judge that the time is right 
for the recognition of the state of Palestine? 

David Lammy: … On the one hand, we have the potential for Saudi normalisation 
and two states, for the Palestinian people. On the other hand, some in Israel will 
never be committed to two states and talk instead of annexation. Those two are 
opposites, and that is why the next few months are so important. … 

col 531 Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): … the International Court of Justice has 
recognised that acts of a genocidal nature have taken place and has called for Israeli 
withdrawal from the west bank and an end to the settlement policy. Will the Foreign 
Secretary commit the British Government to demanding that all the ICJ recommendations 
are carried out and that Israel has a programme of withdrawal from the west bank and an 
end to the settlement policy? There cannot be any peace for the Palestinian people while 
they remain under occupation. … 

David Lammy: … It is right and proper that international humanitarian law is 
followed and that the international courts do their work. Let me also be clear that 
this Government do not believe in illegal occupation and are committed to two 
states. I repeat again: we cannot tolerate the violence; we cannot tolerate the 
expansion. We recommit ourselves to continuing to work with civil society on the 
ground in the west bank and the occupied territories that is documenting these 
things. … 

Gordon McKee (Labour): … In November, I visited the west bank and met the director of 
UNRWA, who said he had no idea how aid would get into Gaza if and when the Israeli ban 
on UNRWA passes. What more can the Government do to ensure that the ban is lifted 
and aid gets into Gaza? 

David Lammy: I, too, met the director of UNRWA in the occupied territories this 
week. He repeated that to me, and I recognise his assessment. I spoke to the Israeli 
Government   about this  issue,  and  they  said—of  course,  this  was  prior  to  the  
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ceasefire being reached—they believed that other UN agencies, non-governmental 
organisations on the ground and international parties could step into the breach. … 

col 532 Brendan O’Hara (SNP): … The celebrations in Gaza that welcomed the ceasefire 
were matched only by the relief of the hostages’ families that their loved ones were finally 
coming home. In the hours that followed, however, scores of Palestinian civilians were 
killed, and the Israeli Government declared that they will not meet today to ratify this deal 
in what is an unspeakably cruel blow to those seeking peace and the return of the 
hostages. … 

David Lammy: … I have been really clear about the responsibilities that I believe 
the Israeli Government need to meet. … 

Mohammad Yasin (Labour): … Will the Foreign Secretary redouble his efforts in urging 
his counterparts in Israel to grant full access to humanitarian organisations, such as the 
UN, that are urgently seeking to deliver aid in Gaza, as well as to ensure that journalists 
have unfettered access to report on the situation? 

David Lammy: … journalists now need to be able to get in and report on what is 
happening on the ground. … 

col 533 Iqbal Mohamed (Independent): … 7 October was indeed a dark day for innocent 
Israelis and Palestinians, and for humanity. However, it would be unjust not to 
acknowledge that the Palestinians have been suffering dark days every day for over 75 
years, with the UK and the international community turning a blind eye—and many aiding 
and abetting. … 
Will the Foreign Secretary confirm that the UK will oppose any attempt by Israel to annex 
or settle parts of Gaza or further parts of the west bank? … 

David Lammy: … Let me be absolutely clear: we stand opposed to expansion, to 
the violence that we see, and to any talk of annexation, which would breach 
international UN resolutions that successive UK Governments have supported. … 

Damien Egan (Labour): … This is a bitter-sweet deal, in many ways, because the reality 
is that overnight we have seen Hamas putting their uniforms back on, waving their rifles 
and celebrating. They are still there. One of their leaders said just this morning that they 
would do 7 October all over again; the international community must unite to ensure that 
they cannot, and to free the people of Gaza from Hamas. What steps can the Government 
take to change the reality for Hamas by stopping weapons from Iran and funding from 
states such as Qatar, and to promote genuine soul-searching and reflection among 
international agencies on the ground, to ensure that they are doing everything they can 
not to repeat mistakes or turn a blind eye to collaboration with Hamas? 

David Lammy: It is important to continue to remember the tremendous trauma in 
Israel as a result of 7 October—the worst atrocity for the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust. It is important to remember, in the wake of this deal, which we want to 
see over the line, that, yes, Hamas fighters have been on the streets firing their 
rifles and saying that they would do it again, and that does not lead to a context in 
which the Israeli people feel safe in their own land. … 

col 534 Jim Shannon (DUP): … Will the Foreign Secretary outline what discussions have 
taken place with our American allies to ensure that aid gets to where it is needed in a safe 
and concerted effort, and what does he imagine our role to be in ongoing negotiations to 
support Israel and find a peaceful way forward? 

David Lammy: … I have worked very closely with the US Secretary of State, 
Antony Blinken, and I pay tribute to him … for all his work. … I also know how 
important it was that President-elect Trump and his team stepped up in the last few 
days. … 

Paula Barker (Labour): … It has always been clear that the release of hostages and a 
ceasefire were necessary steps to pull the middle east from this abyss, which has cruelly 
taken so many lives. … recognition of a Palestinian state is not a by-product but the route 
to a resolution. Will [the Minister] be brave, will he be bold, and will he, so that we are not  
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here in 25 years’ time debating the two state-solution, recognise the state of Palestine 
much quicker than that? 

David Lammy: … There is a real dilemma on Palestinian recognition. There are 
some who want recognition essentially because they believe that two states is 
years away and will never be achieved, and they want the UK Government to say, 
“We will do it now”—to put a marker in the sand, despite the fact that it is years 
away and will never be achieved. There are others who recognise the importance 
of the UK’s role in relation to our responsibilities as a permanent member of the UN 
Security Council, and therefore understand that we will do that, but we will do it 
when we know that it will happen and it is in sight. … 

col 535 Shockat Adam (Independent): … Yesterday on the streets of Gaza, mothers 
came out to celebrate the news of the impending peace deal. Today, many of those 
mothers were crouching over loved ones, as news came in of a further 73 Palestinians 
having been killed.  
That is 73 added on to the thousands and thousands who have already been killed, but 
when it comes to the number of Palestinians dead, that is all it seems to be—a number. 
Does the Foreign Secretary agree that no justice and no meaningful peace can be 
achieved if we continue to allow the cries of the oppressed to go unheard? … 

David Lammy: The Palestinian cause is a just cause, which is why we recommit to 
two states. You can hold in your heart the pain of the Israeli people and the plight 
of those hostages and their families, and at the same time, you can hold in your 
heart the awful damage, pain and suffering that this has wrought on Gaza, with well 
over 45,000 Palestinian people having lost their lives. … 

Johanna Baxter (Labour): … We know that the only way to ensure a lasting peace is that 
two-state solution, so can my right hon. Friend outline what steps the Government will take 
to support the creation of an international fund for Israeli-Palestinian peace? 

David Lammy: We absolutely support that, and we will continue to work towards 
it. 

Adnan Hussain (Independent): … a ceasefire cannot take away from the fact that Israel 
is on trial for genocide and its leaders have arrest warrants in their names for their crimes 
committed against the people of Gaza. A ceasefire does not change that fact; justice and 
accountability must be realised in the face of some of the most horrific war crimes of our 
times. Will the Minister therefore confirm that the Government will stand by their 
commitment to treaties under international law and uphold the requirements of the arrest 
warrants already issued? 

David Lammy: We are signatories to the treaty of Rome, and we will comply with 
our legal obligations—not just because we should, but because we believe in them. 

Barry Gardiner (Labour): … Will the Foreign Secretary confirm that the Government will 
not lift the limited ban on arms sales to Israel until he or another Minister has come back 
to this House and explained why the danger of those arms being abused has receded? 

col 536 David Lammy: … that is a quasi-legal process that is gone through with all 
sobriety, examining the facts on the ground. The ban is in place at this time; arms 
are not currently being sent to Israel under export licences … I suspect that until 
we get to a secure and stable Gaza, it is unlikely. The fighting has got to stop. 

Sonia Kumar (Labour): … Can the Secretary of State tell the House what diplomatic 
contributions the UK will make to ensure the ceasefire’s stability when we move towards 
the latter and more fragile stages of a multi-stage agreement? 

David Lammy: I pray in aid some of my statements earlier in this session. 
Richard Burgon (Independent): We all hope that the ceasefire happens and that it holds, 
and we all resolve that if it does, never again—never again by anyone. For the most part, 
that means accountability, which is where the ICC and ICJ come in. Journalists, forensic 
experts and rescue teams must be guaranteed unrestricted access to investigate mass 
graves, locate the missing and  document   the atrocity  crimes committed by Israel, so will  
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the Foreign Secretary commit to supporting this? … 
David Lammy: We continue to support non-governmental organisations and to call 
for journalists to be allowed in. Of course, it is important that the appropriate 
authorities properly document what has happened and that, where necessary, 
people can be held accountable. 

Yuan Yang (Labour): … there can be no security without accountability, and there is no 
accountability without scrutiny—scrutiny, for example, to ensure that the funding the 
Government have pledged for UNRWA reaches its intended destination. … 

col 537 David Lammy: … It is important that any democracy engaged in conflict of 
this kind allows journalists to cover what has truly happened. As we head now to 
this ceasefire and the stability that is required, the time has come, I hope, for 
journalists from all corners of the globe to be let in. 

Zarah Sultana (Independent): Last November, the International Criminal Court issued 
arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and former Defence 
Minister Yoav Gallant for crimes against humanity and war crimes, including targeting 
civilians and using starvation as a weapon of war. The British public deserve clarity, so I 
will ask again: will the Foreign Secretary confirm that should Benjamin Netanyahu step on 
British soil, he would be immediately arrested—yes or no? 

David Lammy: … we have a legal process in this country were that to come to 
pass, and that process is important. Ultimately, it will be a decision for our courts, 
… However, I have said in terms that we are a signatory to the statute of Rome, 
not just because we are but because we believe in it. Therefore, as the hon. Lady 
would expect, this Government will comply with the law if that were to come to pass. 

Oliver Ryan (Labour Co-op): … what hope does [the Minister] have for a new 
normalisation deal between Israel and Saudi Arabia going forward? 

David Lammy: … Having spoken to the Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister at length 
on Sunday and to the Israeli Foreign Minister at length on Sunday as well, it is my 
sincere hope that we do get that normalisation deal. … 

Rachael Maskell (Labour Co-op): … Will [the Minister] ensure that we provide the very 
best medical support, given that many specialties no longer exist in Gaza, and that we use 
the expertise in our country to send teams into the region and indeed into Gaza to ensure 
that people with diseases and infections and those who need urgent surgery have the very 
best services? 

col 538 David Lammy: … We will continue to support UK-Med … Half a million 
people have received essential healthcare as a result of that funding, and UK-Med 
has supported over 300,000 people across Gaza. … 

James Naish (Labour): … what steps are likely to be taken to ensure immediate 
improvements to healthcare access as a result of this week’s announcement? 

David Lammy: … For the reasons I have set out, security will be essential if the 
aid is to get in and if international partners are to be reassured, so that the 
reconstruction of hospitals can properly begin. 

Polly Billington (Labour): … what role will the British Government play in creating the 
conditions that mean a two-state solution is finally in reach and we could declare that we 
recognise the state of Palestine? 

David Lammy: … The role that we must play is the critical juncture between phase 
2 and then phase 3. We will only really get to phase 3 if there is a proper political 
solution. … 
Let me say, finally, that in my discussions at the weekend in Saudi Arabia, it was 
very clear to me that we are no longer in a place where Gulf colleagues would 
satisfy themselves with some promise that feels years and years away, or 
generations away. We are really talking about the immediate lifetime of many 
parliamentarians in this House at this time, and this is therefore a very critical issue. 

David Williams (Labour): … To allow for reconstruction of hospitals, schools and homes  
 



 28 

 

to take place, the supply of construction materials into Gaza will need to happen on a huge 
scale. Can I please ask the Foreign Secretary what discussions are taking place right now 
to help facilitate that access for important materials? 

col 539 David Lammy: … The World Bank has been doing a lot of thinking about 
that, with a rapid needs assessment of the materials that are now necessary. 

Alice Macdonald (Labour Co-op): … We have spoken a lot about the importance of 
access for humanitarian aid, but can I ask the Foreign Secretary about volumes? Can he 
update us on the funding for the UN humanitarian appeals, whether we are considering an 
uplift in our aid, and what pressure we are putting on other UN member states to make 
sure they play their role in not only providing that aid, but pushing for access? 

David Lammy: … At the moment, the agreement is for 600 or so trucks. That is 
ambitious, and the situation on the ground will need to change quite a lot if that is 
to be achieved. … The UN must play its part, but I think some of the decisions that 
may come on UNRWA would fundamentally undermine that. I think commercial 
trucks have to come back in, and the security has to be there. … 

Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour): Now that there is hope of a ceasefire, will the Secretary 
of State redouble his efforts to seek justice for the family of my constituent John Chapman 
… who was murdered by the IDF last April when working for the World Central Kitchen? … 

David Lammy: … We do want to see accountability, and we do want to see a 
process from the Military Advocate General in Israel. … 

col 540 Harpreet Uppal (Labour): … The EU has announced €120 million in new aid for 
Gaza, so will the UK announce a further package of aid soon? … 

David Lammy: … We will be making a further assessment of the humanitarian 
need and what more we can do in the coming weeks … 

John Slinger (Labour): … Does my right hon. Friend agree that British companies, 
particularly those in construction, and NGOs should be at the vanguard of the Herculean 
task of rebuilding Gaza? … 

David Lammy: I agree wholeheartedly … 
Deidre Costigan (Labour): … Can the Foreign Secretary tell me how he will use our hard-
won experience of brokering a lasting peace in Northern Ireland through the Good Friday 
agreement to help achieve a two-state solution and long-term peace, security and 
prosperity for the people of both Palestine and Israel? 

David Lammy: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for mentioning Northern Ireland … 
the new National Security Adviser is Jonathan Powell, who played such an 
important role in that. Our National Security Adviser always does a lot behind the 
scenes on these issues … 

Peter Swallow (Labour): … Will [the Minister] set out what he sees as the next steps in 
getting us to the ultimate goal of a lasting peace in the region? 

col 541 David Lammy: As has been said, there are two possibilities here. One is a 
situation in which Israel does not withdraw from Gaza and there is still a lot of 
fighting. Displaced people would vaguely be able to return to their homes, but we 
would not see the reconstruction or the international community able to come back 
in, because there would be no guarantee that the efforts they put in will not be 
destroyed in another 10 or 20 years’ time. The other possibility is that we get to 
phase 3 and we see not just a ceasefire, but a political process that brings about 
stability and ultimately peace, and alongside that we see Saudi normalisation with 
Israel and the prospect of two states. 

Rachel Hopkins (Labour): … Does [the Minister] agree that in our Government’s 
commitment to a two-state solution, Gaza must form part of a future Palestinian state, with 
no reduction in the size of its territory, no ongoing occupation of Gaza and no forced 
displacement of Palestinians from Gaza? 

David Lammy: … I can confirm that Gaza must be part of the two states and a 
home for the Palestinian people. 
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Matthew Patrick (Labour): … Can the Foreign Secretary please assure [the hostage 
families] that at each and every stage of this deal, he will be pressing for the hostages’ 
release … 

David Lammy: Emily Damari is a British national. She spent her 28th birthday in 
captivity. She was taken from her home in the Kfar Aza kibbutz. Emily enjoys 
watching football and is a Tottenham Hotspur fan. I keep her in my heart every 
single day. … Oded Lifschitz is a retired Israeli journalist and we hold out a torch 
for him. Eli Sharabi is a family man, and his wife Lianne, a British citizen, and his 
daughters Noiya and Yahel were murdered on 7 October. Yossi Sharabi was killed 
in captivity last year, and we pray for his family at this time. Avinatan Or is a 31-
year-old man, and therefore will not be in the first phase of this activity, but we want 
to see him freed as we get to the second and third phases. 

col 542 Allison Gardner (Labour):  Human rights organisations such as Gisha, the 
Association for Civil Rights in Israel and Physicians for Human Rights-Israel have been 
working hard to get more aid into Gaza since the beginning of the conflict. What steps is 
the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office taking to support human rights 
groups to help rebuild Gaza and the lives of the Palestinian people? 

David Lammy: … the UK … continues to fund those important organisations. They 
are part of the exercise of allowing very vulnerable people to have their rights 
advocated for and their dignity upheld in the most horrendous of circumstances. 
Those organisations are also part of the accountability mechanisms we have signed 
up to and believe in. 

Andrew Pakes (Labour): … the world community’s grasp on humanitarian values has 
been fragile these past 15 months. We have failed the hostages, failed the Palestinians 
and failed in the quest for peace by taking so long to do that. … What reassurance can 
[the Minister] give us that this time it will be different and the British Government will lead 
the way, once we get this deal in place, to ensure that there is a two-state solution and 
that dignity and respect are given to Israel and Palestine? 

David Lammy: Eighty years on from the second world war, my hon. Friend is right. 
… There is no doubting that when we look back on those 80 years, there are key 
moments that shook the foundations of the rule of law that men and women in this 
country fought for. I suspect that people will look back on this war as one of those 
hugely challenging moments. … The Palestinian cause is a just cause. The plight 
of the Jewish people is also a just cause, and a homeland for them I think is right. 
We have got to achieve that peace. Just as I have for many years campaigned for 
peace in countries such as Northern Ireland and South Africa, we can get peace in 
the middle east if we redouble our efforts and the whole of the international 
community stands true to international humanitarian law. … 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-
825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast  

 

The announcements of the International Criminal Court arrest warrants, referred to above 
by Priti Patel and Zarah Sultana, can be read at 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-
warrants-situation-state-palestine 
and 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-
israels-challenges 
and 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-
warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim  

 

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion, referred to above by Andy Slaughter,  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/5D03B216-BFC6-40F6-825D-A9BF49DA1075/MiddleEast
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-warrants-situation-state-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-icc-prosecutor-karim-aa-khan-kc-issuance-arrest-warrants-situation-state-palestine
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-israels-challenges
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-rejects-state-israels-challenges
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/situation-state-palestine-icc-pre-trial-chamber-i-issues-warrant-arrest-mohammed-diab-ibrahim
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can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf  
 

The Colonna Review, referred to above by David Lammy, can be read at 
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf   
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Business of the House 
Jesse Norman (Conservative): I am sure that the Leader of the House and every Member 
will join me in welcoming the news overnight of a ceasefire in Gaza. Let us hope and pray 
that it is as effective, comprehensive and long-lasting as possible. …  

Lucy Powell: I, too, am sure that the whole House will welcome the developments 
between Israel and Gaza over the past hours and days, with a long-overdue 
ceasefire and the release of hostages now looking like a real possibility, although 
that is still to be confirmed. This will hopefully now lead to much-needed aid getting 
in, [and] the end of the killing, the hostages being released, and, I hope, what will 
be the beginning of a long-term political solution for the region. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-
AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-5C8088EA-C974-45F2-97E3-
37F933EA4E9D  
 

Business of the House 
Kirith Entwistle (Labour): … Will the Leader of the House work with colleagues across 
Government to get vital aid into Gaza before more lives are tragically lost? 

Lucy Powell: … We all very much welcome the developments in Israel and Gaza 
over recent hours and days, and we all want a long-lasting ceasefire and for the 
hostages to be released. Crucially, as she says, it will be important to surge much-
needed aid into Gaza, so that we get people back to living there safely, with water 
and food. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-
AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-C4C09A24-4E5F-4803-A537-
325F122FCE4A  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: F-35 Aircraft 
Tracy Gilbert (Labour) [22813] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, whether he has made an assessment of the potential merits of 
suspending export licences for F-35 components to Israel. 

Hamish Falconer: On day one in office, the Foreign Secretary commissioned a 
thorough review into Israel's compliance with International Humanitarian Law (IHL), 
given the grave concerns about the conduct and consequences of the war in Gaza 
for civilians. The UK's robust export licensing criteria state that the Government will 
not issue export licences if there is a clear risk that the items might be used to 
commit or facilitate serious violations of IHL. Given the conclusions of the review, 
on 2 September the Government suspended around 30 export licences to Israel, 
effectively covering all arms exports for use in the current conflict in Gaza, 
exempting components for F-35 aircraft which, for reasons outlined in the Foreign 
Secretary's Statement and the Business and Trade Secretary's Written Ministerial 
Statement, have been excluded from the suspension. 
 

https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2024/04/unrwa_independent_review_on_neutrality.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-5C8088EA-C974-45F2-97E3-37F933EA4E9D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-5C8088EA-C974-45F2-97E3-37F933EA4E9D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-5C8088EA-C974-45F2-97E3-37F933EA4E9D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-C4C09A24-4E5F-4803-A537-325F122FCE4A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-C4C09A24-4E5F-4803-A537-325F122FCE4A
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-16/debates/7D94BC43-023E-4F06-AB20-8264FA617B5F/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-C4C09A24-4E5F-4803-A537-325F122FCE4A
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https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22813  
 

The Criteria referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449    
 

The findings of the review referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-
ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-
decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account 

 

The Foreign Secretary’s Statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/F5A06C09-84E1-4788-AF6F-
E1560E2B25D3/MiddleEastUpdate#contribution-78DA6459-BB53-4645-8872-CB7C4F535069  

 

The Business and Trade Secretary’s Written Statement referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-
02/debates/24090222000013/ExportsToIsraelMilitaryOperationsInGaza  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Colum Eastwood (SDLP) [23183] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his 
Israeli counterpart on attacks on (a) international aid agencies and (b) their (i) facilities and 
(ii) staff in northern Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: We welcome the agreement to end the fighting in Gaza. It is the 
first step in ensuring long-term peace and security for Israelis, Palestinians and the 
wider region, bringing much-needed stability. The Foreign Secretary met Israeli 
Foreign Minister Sa'ar in Israel on 13 January. He urged Israel not to endanger 
United Nations Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East's 
(UNRWA) ability to operate, and to prevent the collapse of the humanitarian 
response. I have also raised my concerns about the situation in northern Gaza with 
both the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and the Israeli Ambassador, including the 
safety of civilians and medical workers. At the UN Security Council earlier this 
month, we shared our horror at the deterioration of healthcare in Gaza and urged 
Israel to abide by its international obligations, including those set out in UN Security 
Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2286. 
Israel must do much more to ensure that civilians are protected, that much more 
aid can be delivered and that the UN and humanitarian partners can work safely 
and effectively. This includes ensuring effective deconfliction mechanisms and visa 
processes for international non-governmental organisations (INGOs). 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-10/23183  
 

UNSCR 2286, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2286(2016)  
 
 

House of Commons International Development Committee 

MPs: as ceasefire announced, UK Government “must do all it can” to protect aid 
agency 
Today the International Development Committee has published a report on Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory. 
In the report, the cross-party committee of MPs says the Government “must do all it can” 
to ensure the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinians (UNRWA) is 
permitted to continue its mandate, ahead of a planned ban by Israel which is due to come 
into effect at the end of January. … 
MPs conclude that if UNRWA is banned without a replacement arranged, the humanitarian  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22813
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/F5A06C09-84E1-4788-AF6F-E1560E2B25D3/MiddleEastUpdate#contribution-78DA6459-BB53-4645-8872-CB7C4F535069
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/F5A06C09-84E1-4788-AF6F-E1560E2B25D3/MiddleEastUpdate#contribution-78DA6459-BB53-4645-8872-CB7C4F535069
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/24090222000013/ExportsToIsraelMilitaryOperationsInGaza
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-09-02/debates/24090222000013/ExportsToIsraelMilitaryOperationsInGaza
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-10/23183
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2286(2016)
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situation in Gaza and the West Bank could deteriorate rapidly, possibly irreparably, almost 
certainly leading to further conflict and displacement. 
They recommend that the government pressure Israel to lay out immediately its plans to 
deliver services currently supplied by UNRWA. It also recommends the UK lead on a co-
ordinated motion at the United Nations, setting out clear and enforceable consequences 
should Israel undermine the UNRWA mandate.  
Notwithstanding the potential for a ceasefire to be agreed this week, the Committee also 
recommends that the Government describe the removal of Palestinians from their land as 
“forcible transfer”, prohibited by the Fourth Geneva Convention, rather than simply 
“displacement”. 
It says the Government must work with allies to demand an end to Israel’s forcible transfer 
of Palestinians and seek legal redress for Israel’s actions at international courts. This 
should include accountability for settlers who illegally encroach on Palestinian land, the 
bodies running the settlements and any figures in authority who support, encourage and 
authorise settlers. 
The Committee also raises concerns that Israel’s expansion of settlements in the West 
Bank makes the recognition of a Palestinian state impossible to achieve. It calls on the 
Government to set out the steps it will take to recognise the state of Palestine, including 
the conditions that need to be met and a timeline of planned actions.  
Sarah Champion, Chair of the International Development Committee, said: “Our 
Committee has been profoundly shocked by the evidence we have heard on Israel’s 
actions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. While news of a ceasefire is encouraging, 
the situation on the ground in Gaza and the West Bank remains alarming. 
“The Government should do everything in its power to dissuade Israel from going ahead 
with its ban on UNRWA. Israel’s proposed ban on UNRWA would prevent aid distribution 
in Gaza, devastate Palestinian livelihoods and send disruptive ripples throughout the 
Middle East. 
“Moreover, the International Court of Justice has described demolitions of Palestinian 
property and confiscation of land “forcible transfer”, not “displacement”. Words matter. The 
Government should adopt that definition and sanction those who lead and encourage 
settlers to illegal encroach on Palestinian land.” 
To read the full press release see 
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-
committee/news/204764/mps-as-ceasefire-announced-uk-government-must-do-all-it-
can-to-protect-aid-agency/  
 
Report: Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46289/documents/232730/default/ 
 
 

Downing Street 

G7 Leaders' statement on ceasefire and hostage deal 
We, the Leaders of the G7, fully endorse and will stand behind the ceasefire agreement 
reached between Israel and Hamas. 
This is a significant development that has the potential to secure the release of all 
remaining hostages; further facilitate urgently needed humanitarian aid; and pave the way 
for civilians to return to, and rebuild, their homes and their lives.  We thank Egypt, Qatar, 
and the United States for their tireless efforts in mediating these negotiations, and we call 
on all parties to respect the terms of the agreement. We also urge all parties to engage 
constructively in negotiating the subsequent phases of the deal to help ensure its full 
implementation and a permanent end to hostilities. 
We remain unequivocal in our condemnation of Hamas and its coordinated terrorist attack  
 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/204764/mps-as-ceasefire-announced-uk-government-must-do-all-it-can-to-protect-aid-agency/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/204764/mps-as-ceasefire-announced-uk-government-must-do-all-it-can-to-protect-aid-agency/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/98/international-development-committee/news/204764/mps-as-ceasefire-announced-uk-government-must-do-all-it-can-to-protect-aid-agency/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46289/documents/232730/default/
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against Israel on October 7 2023. We mourn the tens of thousands of lives lost in, and 
since, that brutal attack and the immense suffering of Palestinians and Israelis. 
We urge Iran and its proxies to refrain from any further attacks against Israel. We reaffirm 
our support for Israel’s security in the face of these threats. 
With a ceasefire soon to take hold, it is also crucial that we seize this opportunity to put an 
end to the catastrophic humanitarian situation in Gaza, where conditions continue to 
deteriorate. 
We demand all parties allow the safe, rapid, and unimpeded passage of humanitarian 
assistance and ensure the protection of civilians, including humanitarian 
workers.  International humanitarian law must be respected. We reiterate our commitment 
to continue providing humanitarian aid and initiate early recovery and reconstruction efforts 
in Gaza with the support of the international community. 
We reaffirm our support for a credible pathway towards peace leading to a two-state 
solution where Israelis and Palestinians live side-by-side in peace, dignity, and security. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/g7-leaders-statement-on-ceasefire-and-hostage-deal   
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

The UK will continue to support UNIFIL’s essential role in maintaining calm along 
the Blue Line: UK statement at the UN Security Council 
After over a year of conflict and suffering across the Middle East, we now stand at a 
moment of hope for the people of the region.  
With the Syrian people free from Assad’s tyranny, political progress in Lebanon, and news 
that a ceasefire and hostage release deal have been finalised for Gaza.  
The UK will continue to work tirelessly to ensure we seize this opportunity and deliver 
much-needed peace. 
The past year has seen continuous and devasting violence across the Blue Line.  
We strongly believe that a ceasefire and lasting political solution are the only viable route 
to peace, stability and security for the Lebanese and Israeli people.  
As we approach the end of the 60-day ceasefire period, every effort must be made to 
continue the progress and avoid a return to conflict.  
Violations of the agreement will only bring us back to the brink, and we call on parties to 
uphold the commitments they agreed to. … 
We have consistently condemned attacks on UN Peacekeepers.  
They must never be targeted.  
All parties have an obligation under international law to ensure the safety and security of 
UN peacekeeping personnel and premises. … 
Syria’s sovereignty and territorial integrity must be respected.  
This is more important than ever as Syria embarks on a political transition in pursuit of a 
more secure and peaceful future. 
The UK is clear that we expect Israel to adhere to their commitment that their presence in 
the Area of Separation is both limited and temporary.  
We call on Israel to lay out timelines for their withdrawal from the Area of Separation.  
Let me, once again, reiterate the UK’s long-standing position that the Golan Heights are 
occupied territory, and we do not recognise Israel’s annexation. 
Finally, after months of despair, news of the agreement between Israel and Hamas offers 
much-needed hope.  
The hostages and their families have endured unimaginable agony and the level of 
suffering in Gaza defies belief.  
This deal is the basis for progress.  
To bring the hostages home.  
Bring relief, reconstruction and hope to long-suffering civilians.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/g7-leaders-statement-on-ceasefire-and-hostage-deal
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And to achieve a long-awaited two-state solution with Palestinians and Israelis living in 
peace and security. 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-will-continue-to-support-unifils-essential-
role-in-maintaining-calm-along-the-blue-line-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  
 
-------------------- 
 
David Lammy Today I congratulated Qatari PM @MBA_AlThani_ for reaching a ceasefire 
deal on Gaza after what I know has been a monumental diplomatic effort. The UK will 
continue to work with regional partners to secure lasting peace for Israelis and 
Palestinians. 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1880627024987086989  

 
 

European Commission 

EU announces new €120 million humanitarian aid package for Gaza 
As part of the EU's long standing commitment to support Palestinians in need and in light 
of the latest developments in the region, the European Commission today announced a 
new aid package for Gaza worth €120 million. This brings total EU humanitarian assistance 
to Gaza to over €450 million since 2023 and comes in addition to the EU Air Bridge Flights 
which have delivered over 3,800 tonnes of aid.  … 
President Ursula von der Leyen said: “The ceasefire and hostage release agreement 
offers hope the region desperately needed. But the humanitarian situation remains grim in 
Gaza. … 
The aid package will include: 

• Food assistance … 

• Healthcare assistance … 

• Water, sanitation, and hygiene support … 

• Shelter assistance … 

• Protection assistance to support the safety and dignity of vulnerable populations 
The EU will work closely with UN agencies and other humanitarian partner organisations 
to ensure swift delivery of the assistance. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_271  
 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General Designates Sigrid Kaag of Netherlands as United Nations Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Ad Interim 
United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres today announced the designation of 
Sigrid Kaag of the Netherlands as Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
and Personal Representative of the Secretary-General to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization and the Palestinian Authority (UNSCO) ad interim. 
She succeeds Tor Wennesland of Norway to whom the Secretary-General expressed his 
gratitude for his dedication and leadership of UNSCO during a particularly challenging 
time. 
Ms. Kaag’s role as Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process ad interim will 
be concurrent with her present mandate as the Senior Humanitarian and Reconstruction 
Coordinator for Gaza, pursuant to Security Council resolution 2720 (2023). … 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-uk-will-continue-to-support-unifils-essential-role-in-maintaining-calm-along-the-blue-line-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
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Ms. Kaag has held a wide range of senior positions in the United Nations system … 
[including] the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA). … 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sga2338.doc.htm 
 

UNSCR 2720, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2720(2023)  
 

-------------------- 
 

Security Council Speakers Urge Israel to Withdraw from Lebanon, Golan Buffer 
Zone, Allow Peacekeepers to Operate without Obstruction 
… “The cessation of hostilities between Lebanon and Israel, while fragile, continues to 
hold,” said Jean-Pierre Lacroix, Under-Secretary-General for Peace Operations, 
noting the 27 November 2024 ceasefire agreement.  
He said that the Lebanese authorities are committed to upholding their commitments under 
that agreement and Council resolution 1701 (2006).  However, with 10 days until the end 
of the 60-day period for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon, its airstrikes and 
demolitions continue, he warned, underscoring that the UN Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) peacekeepers must be allowed to carry out their mandated tasks without 
obstruction. … 
A plan for a carefully sequenced withdrawal of the Israel Defense Forces and deployment 
of the Lebanese Armed Forces was presented at the meeting of the cessation of hostilities 
mechanism on 6 January, he noted, urging the former to withdraw from Lebanese territory 
without delay. 
He further commended the Lebanese Armed Forces’ “increased resolve” in dealing with 
the significant presence of unauthorized armed personnel, assets and weapons related to 
Hizbullah and other non-State armed groups south of the Litani.  UNIFIL has located 116 
caches of weapons and ammunition, including rocket-propelled grenade launchers, 
rockets, anti-tank mines and rifles, and observed some potential tunnels and Hizbullah 
sites. … 
Also briefing the Council … was Patrick Gauchat, Head of Mission and Chief of Staff 
of the United Nations Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) and Acting Head of 
Mission and Force Commander of the United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force (UNDOF) in the Golan, who … reported that “the Israel Defense Forces remain 
present in the area of separation”, where they continue to carry out construction work and 
set up communication equipment.  For its part, UNDOF has informed Israel that its 
presence and actions in that area violate the 1974 Agreement.  Yet, the presence of the 
Israel Defense Forces and its roadblocks have impacted the operational movements of 
UN personnel, and residents in the area of separation have appealed for UNDOF’s 
assistance in asking the Israel Defense Forces to leave their villages and lift roadblocks 
impacting agriculture.  
Further, he said that such residents have reported damage to roads, water pumping 
stations and solar panels, “allegedly by IDF [Israel Defense Forces] battle tanks”, as well 
as searches and arrests.  “There should be no military forces or activities in the area of 
operation other than UNDOF,” he said … 
The representative of the United States … reiterated Israel's right to self-defense. … 
The Russian Federation’s delegate highlighted Israel's “high-handed acts” and said that 
country’s leadership “even demanded that peacekeepers withdraw from South of 
Lebanon”.  It is “to the credit of peacekeepers” that they did not waver against these direct 
threats, he said, adding that many provisions of the agreement between Israel and 
Lebanon are far from being implemented as Israel continues to violate the airspace. 
…  Turning to Syria, he observed that Israel is taking advantage of the Government change  
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to damage the country’s military capabilities and seize land.   
Syria’s delegate highlighted UNDOF’s role in monitoring and documenting the continued 
Israeli attacks and violations of the 1974 agreement … Condemning the repeated Israeli 
raids on his country’s infrastructure as well as incursions into its territory since 8 December 
2024, he said the occupation forces have advanced dozens of kilometres beyond the 
ceasefire line; they have attacked Syrian citizens, confiscated their homes and displaced 
large numbers of people.  He also rejected the Israeli Prime Minister’s declarations, 
claiming that the 1974 agreement has collapsed.  The Council must compel the Israeli 
occupation authorities to immediately withdraw from areas of their recent 
incursions.  Reaffirming Syria’s inalienable right to recover the occupied Syrian Golan in 
full, he said: “We reject Israeli attempts to impose a new occupation reality.” 
“At a time when Lebanon has confirmed its commitment to respect the cessation of 
hostilities,” said that country’s representative, “Israel continues to violate it”. The number 
of attacks — both by land and air — between 27 October and 22 December reached 600, 
she said, adding that Israel continues to bomb border villages and block roads, preventing 
the return of Lebanese to their homes and undermining the process of 
reconstruction.  These repeated violations represent “a great threat” to international efforts 
aimed at ensuring security and stability in the region and erode efforts to restore calm 
around the borders, she asserted, urging Israel to withdraw from all Lebanese territory 
without further delay.   
“For years, Israel has warned of the growing threats in our region,” said that country’s 
representative, pointing to Hizbullah’s buildup in southern Lebanon and violations of the 
1974 agreement in Syria. “For years, these warnings were dismissed,” he added. 
Nevertheless, he noted recent developments, such as Israel’s “decisive blow” to Hizbullah, 
the ceasefire now in place and the election of a new President in Lebanon — a significant 
step forward after years of chaos.  “But let us not mistake quiet for peace,” he said, as “the 
scars of Hizbullah’s aggression remain etched into the land and lives of those who endured 
it”.   
The Council must recognize that Israel’s actions have provided “the opportunity to free 
Lebanon from being a failed State held hostage by a terrorist organization,” he urged. … 
“Israel has shown what is possible when actions replace silence; the Council must follow 
that example.”   
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc15970.doc.htm  
 

UNSCR 1701, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)   
 

-------------------- 
 

Praising Peacekeepers’ Efforts in Lebanon, Secretary-General Urges Nurturing 
Relatively Calm Period to Implement Resolution 1701 (2006), at UN Interim Force 
Headquarters 
… The inviolability of UN premises must be respected, at all times. Attacks against UN 
peacekeepers are completely unacceptable.  They are in breach of international law, 
against international humanitarian law and may constitute a war crime. 
The continued occupation by the Israel Defense Forces inside the UNIFIL area operations 
and the conduct of military operations in Lebanese territory are violations of resolution 
1701 (2006) and pose continued risk to your safety and security.  They must stop. 
I note that that UNIFIL also uncovered over a 100 weapons caches belonging to Hizbullah 
or other armed groups since 27 November.  The presence of armed personnel, assets and 
weapons other than those of the Government of Lebanon and of UNIFIL between the Blue 
Line and Litani River are also clear violations of resolution 1701 (2006) and undermine 
Lebanon’s stability. … 
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To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22525.doc.htm  
 

UNSCR 1701, referred to above, can be read at 
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)   
 
 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing 
… Yesterday’s announcement that Israel and Hamas have agreed to a ceasefire and 
hostage release deal is just about the best news we could have hoped for to start the new 
year. 
We welcome this news with great relief, but also with sorrow that it has come too late for 
those who have died in the conflict, and with caution given that we have had false dawns 
before, and the deal has not yet been confirmed. 
Although the agreement would only come into effect on Sunday, if both sides are 
committed to a ceasefire, it should start immediately. 
We urge Israel’s cabinet to approve the deal, and all sides to honour and implement it. 
We sincerely hope that this agreement marks the end of the darkest chapter in the history 
of the relationship between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 
WHO remains committed to addressing the acute health needs of the people of Gaza now 
and after the deal takes effect, and to support the rebuilding of Gaza’s health system. 
This will be a massive undertaking. Less than half of Gaza’s hospitals are functional. 
But as I have said since the conflict began, the best medicine is peace. So let the healing 
begin – not just for Gaza, but for Israel as well. Peace is in everyone’s best interest. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-
remarks-at-the-media-briefing---16-january-2025  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

UN experts urge all parties to accept Gaza ceasefire and deliver on justice, 
humanitarian aid and Palestinian self-determination 
UN experts … urged all parties to accept the Gaza ceasefire deal, deliver justice and 
humanitarian aid, and ensure Palestinian self-determination, expressing hope that a 
sustainable truce will end immense suffering and loss of life in the besieged and 
devastated Gaza strip, across the occupied Palestinian territory and in Israel. 
"This ceasefire agreement follows 15 months of immense and terrible suffering in Gaza. 
We are dismayed that shortly after the deal was announced, Israel continued bombing 
Gaza indiscriminately, killing Palestinian civilians despite expectations of calm until the 
ceasefire takes effect,” the experts said. 
“It is time for all people and illegally detained captives to return home to their loved ones – 
both the Israeli captives in Gaza and thousands of Palestinians who have been arbitrarily 
detained and often tortured in Israeli prisons. Nearly 2 million people displaced within Gaza 
should also be allowed to return home, and be supported to rebuild their lives without fear 
of further displacement or persecution,” they said. 
“We can only hope that this agreement will end the devastating loss of life, stop the 
genocidal assault and violence that has tormented millions in the occupied Palestinian 
territory and brought apocalyptic destruction in the Gaza Strip.” … 
“The immediate priority in Gaza is ensuring unfettered humanitarian relief, early recovery 
and – crucially – reparations  to  the  affected   people    commensurate  with    the  damage  
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wreaked by Israel since 7 October 2023. … 
“It is essential that Gaza be brought under one legitimate Palestinian Government based 
on the rights to self-determination of the Palestinian people and full respect of international 
law. No foreign-imposed control of the strip will be compatible with these rights,” they 
said. … 
“This must be the opportunity to start resolving the Question of Palestine in line with 
international law. The occupation that began in 1967 must end and the international 
community must ensure the independence and full sovereignty of the State of Palestine in 
line with the 1967 borders,” the experts said. … 
“The 17-year siege on Gaza must end, and Israel must fully and unconditionally withdraw 
its presence from the land internationally recognised as the State of Palestine. Peace 
depends on ending racial segregation and apartheid, as ordered by the International Court 
of Justice in July 2024, and ensuring equal rights for all Israelis and Palestinians. 
Palestinians displaced since 1948, survivors of the Nakba, must be able to return to their 
historic lands, rebuild their lives and end the cycle of forced exile,” the experts said. 
They also called for all journalists, including the international media, to be granted full, free 
and safe access to Gaza. 
The experts urged Israel, the State of Palestine and other States to investigate and 
prosecute international crimes under national laws or universal jurisdiction to end impunity 
in the region. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-experts-urge-all-parties-accept-
gaza-ceasefire-and-deliver-justice  
 
 

UNRWA 

Press briefing by UNRWA Commissioner General Philippe Lazzarini 
… We need rapid, unhindered and uninterrupted humanitarian access to respond to the 
tremendous suffering in Gaza. A ceasefire is only a starting point. 
UNRWA is ready to support the international response by scaling up aid delivery. 
We are ready to support the recovery of Gaza by resuming education and continuing to 
provide primary healthcare. 
I warned that in less than two weeks, the Knesset legislation to end UNRWA’s operations 
in the oPt will enter into force. 
Full implementation will be catastrophic. 
In Gaza, it will massively weaken the international humanitarian response. 
This will immeasurably worsen already catastrophic living conditions. 
The Government of Israel claims that UNRWA’s services can be transferred to other 
entities. 
In fact, the Agency’s mandate and capacity to provide public-like services to an entire 
population are unique. 
UNRWA’s ability to directly provide education and primary healthcare far exceeds that of 
any other entity. 
These services can only be transferred to a functioning State. 
UNRWA’s personnel and services are also tightly woven into the social fabric of Gaza. 
The disintegration of the Agency will intensify the breakdown of social order. 
Dismantling UNRWA now, outside a political process, will undermine the ceasefire 
agreement and sabotage Gaza’s recovery and political transition. 
In the West Bank, the PA has stated clearly that it does not have the financial resources 
or capacity to compensate for the loss of UNRWA’s services. 
A chaotic dismantling of UNRWA will irreversibly harm the lives and future of 
Palestinians. … 
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Billboards and ads accusing UNRWA of terrorism recently appeared in several cities, 
including New York. 
They were paid for by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel. 
Google ad campaigns re-direct people seeking information about the Agency to 
disinformation websites. 
This propaganda endangers our staff in the occupied West Bank and in Gaza – 
where 269 colleagues have already been killed. 
It creates a permissive environment for the harassment of our representatives in Europe 
and the US. 
This year, the Israeli Foreign Ministry received a funding boost of 150 million dollars for 
such propaganda – approximately a sixth of UNRWA’s annual operating budget. … 
A clear choice lies before us: 

• We can allow UNRWA to implode because of the Knesset legislation and the 
suspension of funding by key donors. 

• Or we can allow the Agency to progressively conclude its mandate within a political 
framework. … 

In Gaza today, 650,000 girls and boys are living in the rubble. 
Absent a full-fledged State, only UNRWA has the capacity to bring them back to learning. 
If we fail to resume education in Gaza, and to preserve it in the occupied West Bank, we 
will sacrifice an entire generation of Palestinian children. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/press-briefing-unrwa-commissioner-
general-philippe-lazzarini  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  
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https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
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 40 

 

 

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0120.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 7 days 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  
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