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House of Commons Ministerial Statement and Q&A 

Higher Education Regulatory Approach 
col 379 The Secretary of State for Education (Bridget Phillipson): … In July 2024 I 
paused further commencement of the Act in response to concerns raised by a cross-
section of voices. … At the centre of that excellence sit academic freedom and freedom of 
speech. The ability of our academics to explore and express new ideas through teaching 
and research is precious and we must protect it. 
These fundamental freedoms are more important—much more important—than the wishes 
of some students not to be offended. University is a place for ideas to be exposed and 
debated, to be tried and tested. For young people, it is a space for horizons to be 
broadened, perspectives to be challenged and ideas to be examined. It is not a place for 
students to shut down any view with which they disagree. 
Here is our starting point: academic freedom matters and freedom of speech matters … 
I was especially keen to consider the views of minority groups, to learn how the Act might 
affect them, particularly given the shocking rise in antisemitism on campus. Standing here 
in this great Chamber of debate, I remain resolute about the importance of free speech, 
but our engagement on the Act has raised concerns that any responsible Government 
must take seriously. … 
There are also serious concerns over the Act’s potential impact on the welfare of minority 
groups. Many are worried that it could lead to increased harassment and discrimination on 
campus, and that the Act could push providers to overlook their safety. I share their 
concerns. 
I reiterate that I am appalled by the rise in antisemitism on campus. In my view, rising 
antisemitism is best tackled through education, which is why I have confirmed £7 million 
in funding to tackle antisemitism in schools, colleges and universities. … 
col 380 I propose implementing key elements of the Act and returning others to Parliament 
for decisions on their amendment or repeal. I propose shortly commencing the following 
requirements currently in the Act: the duties on higher education providers to take 
reasonably practicable steps to secure and promote freedom of speech within the law; the 
duty on higher education providers to put in place a code of conduct on freedom of speech;  
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and the ban on non-disclosure agreements for staff and students at higher education 
providers in cases of bullying, harassment and sexual misconduct. I also plan to 
commence the duties on the OfS to promote freedom of speech and the power to give 
advice and share best practice. 
I will retain the director for free speech and academic freedom role, and I am pleased that 
Dr Ahmed will be staying on. … 
While there is much in the Act that is valuable, there are provisions that I do not believe to 
be proportionate or necessary, and which will drain resources from providers and distract 
from the other important issues they face. It is therefore my intention to return to Parliament 
to seek the repeal of two provisions. 
The first is the duties on student unions in the Act. Student unions are neither equipped 
nor funded to navigate such a complex regulatory environment, and they are already 
regulated by the Charity Commission. However, I fully expect student unions to protect 
lawful free speech, whether they agree with the views expressed or not. I also expect HE 
providers to work closely with them to ensure that that happens and to act decisively to 
ensure their student unions comply with their free speech code of conduct. 
The second provision I will seek to repeal is the tort. I have heard the views in favour of 
the tort, and understand the arguments being made. However, it would create costly 
litigation that would risk diverting resources away from students at a time when university 
finances are already strained. Members can be assured that the remaining routes of 
redress have plenty of teeth—the Office for Students will have powers to take tough 
regulatory action where universities and colleges do not meet their duties. … 
I have a message for vice-chancellors who fail to take this seriously: protect free speech 
on your campuses or face the consequences. For too long, too many universities have 
been too relaxed about these issues, and too few took them seriously enough—and that 
must change. 
col 381 There are other elements of the Act that I am planning to retain, but, with 
parliamentary agreement, to amend. I propose keeping a complaints scheme in place with 
the OfS. It is an important route of redress for anyone whose academic freedom or free 
speech has not been protected, and there must be a route for righting wrongs. However, 
it must be proportionate: the OfS should have the power to consider complaints, rather 
than a duty to assess every single complaint it receives, including those that are poorly put 
together or nonsensical. … 
I will also amend the OfS’s mandatory condition of registration to give it flexibility in how it 
applies this condition to different types of providers. … 
Finally, I will take more time to consider implementation of the overseas funding measures. 
I remain fully committed to tackling cases of interference by overseas Governments, and 
the wider measures in the Act will further strengthen our protections. However, I want to 
ensure that any new reporting requirements for providers add value without being overly 
burdensome. … 
Let me be clear that students have a duty as well: to embody that spirit of debate that 
makes our universities great, and not to simply try to cancel any views with which they 
disagree. This Government will secure freedom of speech in legislation that is practical, 
proportionate and workable, but legislation alone will never be enough. Freedom of speech 
is not easy. It is not just a right, but a responsibility. If we want a culture of debate that is 
robust yet respectful, challenging yet considerate, and strong yet civil, we must all do our 
part to nurture it. The freedom of speech Act provides a legal framework, but it is up to all 
of us every day to build a culture of truly free speech. … 

 

col 382 Laura Trott (Conservative): … It should have been obvious straightaway to 
anyone with even a basic sympathy for the norms of liberal education that pausing the Act 
was a mistake. … 
Despite the Secretary of State’s statement, we now have confusion about what is actually 
happening. … Without the  tort,  what  consequences  will  universities  face  if they do not  
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protect free speech? Why is the Secretary of State unable to set out a clear decision on 
overseas funding? … 
col 383 It was always obvious that the Education Secretary made a mistake in pausing the 
Act, but rather than commencing a little more of the Act to try to cover up the mistaken 
delay, she needs to get up and perform the U-turn in full. The Act contains much-needed 
protections and she must not abolish them just because they came from the Conservative 
side of the House. … 

Bridget Phillipson: … It is precisely because this Government care about 
academic freedom and freedom of speech that we are determined to get this right 
… We are not content to leave it to vice-chancellors, who have done too little for 
too long. Universities must be places of robust discussion, where students’ views 
are challenged and academic freedom is central. 
One of my many predecessors in the previous Government, the former Member for 
Chippenham, was unable to set out how the then Government’s proposals would 
prevent Holocaust deniers coming on to campus. Let me be clear: Holocaust denial 
has no place on campus or anywhere else in our society. The legislation would 
have emboldened Holocaust denial, and showed a shameful disregard for the 
welfare of Jewish students. … 

 

Helen Hayes (Labour): … The implementation of the Act will present some challenges for 
universities and for students. The Secretary of State will know that there can sometimes 
be a fine line between free speech and hate speech, and between statements of views 
and opinions and incitement or encouragement to violence or intimidation in the real world. 
Can she assure the House that she will ensure that universities and students are 
absolutely clear about the limits to free speech, which are already enshrined in law, and 
that support will be provided on the interpretation of that when it is needed? 
col 384 Professor Shitij Kapur, vice-chancellor and president of King’s College London, 
has said: “Universities are not there to function as a Speakers’ Corner where anyone can 
stand up and express an opinion not necessarily supported by facts. If academic freedom 
is to mean anything, it must be accompanied by the academic obligation for ideas and 
claims to be accompanied by evidence and reason. Proponents have an obligation to 
engage and respond to those questioning their assertions and conduct that debate and 
discourse in a civil manner.” 
How will the Secretary of State ensure—particularly as the erosion of fact-checking and 
moderation on social media is taking place before our very eyes—that the implementation 
of the Act results in a high quality of evidence-based discourse conducted in a culture of 
civility? 

Bridget Phillipson: … Free speech should be robust and we should be able to 
express our views, but all of us, especially those in public life, have a duty to ensure 
that we do so in a way that is responsible. … 

 

Ian Sollom (Liberal Democrat): … Higher education institutions already operate within a 
legal framework to ensure that freedom of speech within the law is secured for academic 
staff, students, employees and visiting speakers, and universities have already taken 
action to improve their policies and processes relating to freedom of speech. Universities 
UK, which represents over 140 universities, has reissued and expanded its guidance in 
this area, as well as having regular discussions with university leaders to support them 
with these challenges. Would the Secretary of State consider taking a more meaningful 
step to ensure that students are safe, welcome and protected at universities by giving 
higher education institutions a statutory duty of care for their students? 
col 385 The Secretary of State also referred to the well-documented fears of minority 
groups, particularly those in Jewish communities, that the Act in its previous form would 
allow a platform for extremist views, and she mentioned Holocaust denial. We had some 
indication of this in her statement, but will she provide more details of her plans to protect 
those from minority groups and communities on our university campuses? 
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Bridget Phillipson: … I agree that freedom of speech and academic freedom are 
essential, but, sadly, we have seen too many examples of their not being upheld in 
the way that they should be by universities. … That is precisely what we are seeking 
to deal with in ensuring that the Office for Students is able to focus on the most 
serious cases without being caught up in complex cases that could be less well 
founded or even nonsensical. 
I want to be clear that we have engaged with people with a range of views on these 
topics, including those who hold gender-critical views, those who were in favour of 
the legislation and those who had concerns. That careful process of engagement 
with the sector, stakeholders and people with a range of views has enabled me to 
come to the House today and set out our approach. … 

col 386 Caroline Johnson (Conservative): … [the Minister] has chosen to exclude 
student unions from the legislation. Can she say a bit more about how they will be held to 
account if they fail to keep in line with her desire to promote free speech? 

Bridget Phillipson: … The hon. Lady is right to say that we have decided not to 
commence provisions that will impose new duties on student unions. That is 
because some smaller providers have only a handful of members and do not have 
the resource or funding necessary to handle such claims, and they are already 
regulated by the Charity Commission. However, we fully expect student unions to 
protect freedom of speech, and providers to ensure that their student unions do so 
as well. 

Charlotte Nichols (Labour): … I refer the shadow Secretary of State, and indeed the 
House, to my comments in Hansard on 13 May 2021, when the previous Secretary of State 
explicitly confirmed on Radio 4 that Holocaust denial would be protected speech. In that 
vein, does my right hon. Friend share the concern of groups such as the Union of Jewish 
Students and the Antisemitism Policy Trust that the draft guidelines produced by the Office 
for Students risked undermining existing good practice in tackling antisemitism? Will she 
give an assurance that the OfS will meet Jewish representative organisations to ensure 
that such mistakes cannot be repeated? 

Bridget Phillipson: I am confident that the OfS, as the regulator, and its director 
for freedom of speech will seek to engage with a range of views, including those of 
Jewish students and community organisations, as they take forward this important 
work. That is certainly something that I have done to understand the concerns and 
the potential impact on minority students, including Jewish students, at a time when 
we all sadly know that antisemitism on our campuses and streets has been rising. 
As a country, we must do everything in our power to tackle that. 

Graham Stuart (Conservative): … The Secretary of State said that universities must 
protect free speech or “face the consequences”, but as far as I can see, she has removed 
those consequences. Could she please lay them out for us? 

col 387 Bridget Phillipson… the requirements that will be in place through 
registration conditions, the fact that the Office for Students will be able to impose 
penalties on institutions, and the requirements that we expect of all higher 
education providers. My message to vice-chancellors and institutions today is that 
they need to do more, and they need to do it better. … 

Gavin Williamson (Conservative): … I am particularly concerned about the removal of 
the tort, because it effectively removes the real consequences for people who disregard 
free speech and the consequences that could be imposed on an institution or 
organisation. …  

col 388 Bridget Phillipson: … The OfS can already regulate providers in relation 
to free speech. It will be able to take regulatory action where there are breaches of 
the duties under the Act, including monetary penalties if needed, and the complaints 
scheme will enable the OfS to make recommendations to providers that they will 
be expected to follow. … 
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col 389 Gareth Snell (Labour Co-op): … Universities are where people can challenge 
new ideas and hear things with which they may disagree. What advice is she giving to 
universities about the support they put in place so that students can explore these new 
ideas and have their own views challenged in a way that is safe and secure? 

Bridget Phillipson: … Sometimes, students can be exposed to views they find 
challenging or difficult, especially younger students who are newly away from 
home, and it is right that we put in place the right support. … 

col 390 Joani Reid (Labour): … I particularly welcome the funding for tackling 
antisemitism on campus, which is a well-documented problem. When the original guidance 
on the Act was published, it took an approach to free speech that did not take account of 
the limitations on freedom of expression for minority groups that arise from hate speech. 
As chair of the all-party parliamentary group against antisemitism, I am particularly 
concerned about the risk of giving that hate implicit protection and amplification on 
campuses. Can the Secretary of State assure me and minority community representatives 
who have raised this issue with us that any future guidance will more carefully outline the 
importance of expression for all, including minority groups that are sometimes crowded 
out by loud, hateful voices? 

Bridget Phillipson: I will ensure that my hon. Friend’s point is taken up. Many have 
raised very serious concerns about antisemitism on campus and its impact on 
Jewish students, and I can see no good reason why any university would invite a 
Holocaust denier on to campus to deny the overwhelming evidence. Holocaust 
denial is an appalling form of antisemitism. 
Yesterday, I joined the Holocaust Educational Trust in Parliament to make sure that, 
as we come to the 80th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, we 
redouble our efforts to fight hatred and prejudice, including antisemitism, wherever 
we find it in our country. … 

col 391 Laurence Turner (Labour): May I invite the Secretary of State to respond to the 
following statement that was shared by the Union of Jewish Students while she was on 
her feet? 
“We support the changes brought forward by the Secretary of State. She has listened to 
the concerns we and others raised and has taken action. The result is that the Act will now 
be less likely to damage efforts to tackle anti-Jewish racism on campus. That should be 
welcomed by everyone.” 

Bridget Phillipson: I am grateful to my hon. Friend for sharing those comments. I 
pay tribute to the Union of Jewish Students for the amazing work it does every day 
to support Jewish students on campus and to ensure that their voices are heard, 
including at the highest levels of Government. I give my commitment to UJS that I 
will continue to work with it and other student groups to make sure their voice is 
always heard. We as a Government are resolutely behind them in the fight against 
antisemitism in our country. 

col 392 Scott Arthur (Labour): … I am proud of all the universities in Edinburgh and how 
they attract students from all over the world, but last year when I visited the Edinburgh 
Hebrew Congregation, which is the main synagogue in Edinburgh, I was ashamed to hear 
of the intimidation that Jewish students were facing in university. I was pleased to hear 
that universities are taking that seriously and I know that the Edinburgh faith forum is too. 
Freedom of speech is an important right, but that should never extend to bigotry and hate. 
Does the Secretary of State agree that students should be free to practise their faith, 
always, and able to display their faith publicly, no matter what it is, without fear of 
intimidation? 

Bridget Phillipson: That is absolutely essential. The same is true for Jewish 
students and others from minority groups as they go about their business at school 
and college. Sadly, I have heard too many examples of abuse and intimidation of 
the sort  that  my  hon.  Friend  describes.  Universities  must  be  robust  places  of  
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intellectual challenge and rigour; there is no good reason why students should feel 
intimidated or harassed in a place where they should find comfort, challenge and 
support. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/1A36B4CA-1394-4601-
B8FE-9C6BA134000B/HigherEducationRegulatoryApproach  

 

The guidance referred to above by Ian Sollom can be read at 
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/sites/default/files/field/downloads/2023-09/how-can-
unis-prepare-for-the-HE-freedom-of-speech-act.pdf 

 

The comments referred to above by Charlotte Nichols can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-05-13/debates/E3C73D9B-81D1-4612-
BB36-FD172A04028A/PointOfOrder 

 

The Office for Students draft guidance referred to above by Charlotte Nichols can be read at 
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/znzlhij1/free-speech-consultation-guidance-
other-matters-final.pdf  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Antisemitism 
Alex Easton (Independent) [22494] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what diplomatic steps his Department is taking 
to help tackle anti-Semitism. 

Anneliese Dodds; Antisemitism has no place in our, or any, society and the UK 
has a long-standing track record of fighting it. Last year, the UK contributed to 
drafting new Global Guidelines for Countering Antisemitism, which were launched 
in Buenos Aires in July and endorsed by 36 countries. We currently hold the 
presidency of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance and are 
demonstrating global leadership in tackling antisemitism and promoting Holocaust 
remembrance, education, and research. We are championing the right to Freedom 
of Religion or Belief (FoRB) and promoting tolerance and mutual respect through 
our bilateral work and engagement in multilateral fora. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22494  
 

The Global Guidelines referred to above can be read at 
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Final-Global-Guidelines-Text-for-
Distribution-7.17.24.pdf  
 

Antisemitism and Islamophobia 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [22338] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what steps the Government has taken to tackle (a) 
anti-semitism and (b) anti-Muslim hatred since 5 July 2024. 

Alex Norris: Rooting out these abhorrent forms of hatred is an absolute priority for 
this Government, and we have already taken a number of steps to achieve this. 
In July, the Prime Minister reappointed Lord John Mann as the Government’s 
Independent Adviser on Antisemitism to continue providing advice on the most 
effective methods to tackle antisemitism. 
In response to public disorder in August which targeted Muslims and mosques, the 
Government introduced a rapid protective security response process for places of 
worship. We have provided security to more than 700 additional places of worship 
during this period. Protective security continues to be a priority, with up to £29.4 
million per year being made available for protective security at mosques and Muslim 
faith schools from 2024/25 to 2027/28.  Further,  we have committed £1 million this  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/1A36B4CA-1394-4601-B8FE-9C6BA134000B/HigherEducationRegulatoryApproach
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https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/sites/default/files/field/downloads/2023-09/how-can-unis-prepare-for-the-HE-freedom-of-speech-act.pdf
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-05-13/debates/E3C73D9B-81D1-4612-BB36-FD172A04028A/PointOfOrder
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-05-13/debates/E3C73D9B-81D1-4612-BB36-FD172A04028A/PointOfOrder
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/znzlhij1/free-speech-consultation-guidance-other-matters-final.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/znzlhij1/free-speech-consultation-guidance-other-matters-final.pdf
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year to support Tell MAMA to continue their work of monitoring and tackling 
Islamophobia. We have also committed to reversing the previous government’s 
decision to downgrade the recording and monitoring of antisemitic and 
Islamophobic non-crime hate incidents – capturing this data will aid the prevention 
of more serious crimes. 
We are finalising our renewed, more strategic approach to tackling antisemitism 
and Islamophobia, working in partnership with communities, and will provide further 
updates shortly. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22338  
 

Islamophobia 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [22340] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, whether she has made an assessment of the 
potential effect of the APPG on British Muslims definition of Islamophobia on (a) free 
speech and (b) the ability to criticise criminal practices such as grooming gangs. 

Alex Norris: The Government has been clear that our approach to tackling religious 
hatred will never inhibit free speech or allow cultural or religious sensitivities to get 
in the way of delivering justice. We have been focused on a more integrated and 
cohesive approach to tackling religious hatred. While we are carefully looking at the 
issue of a definition for Islamophobia as part of this approach, this would not be 
legislative and would be used as a guidance tool for institutions. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22340  
 

Information about the APPG definition of Islamophobia, referred to above, can be read at 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6
170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf  
 

Faith Matters and Tell MAMA: Finance 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [22336] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, with reference to the Answer of 31 July 2024 to 
Question HL46 on Faith Matters, what payments have been made to (a) Faith Matters and 
(b) Tell MAMA since 4 July 2024; and what the progress she has made on renewal of the 
grant funding agreement for 2025 onwards in relation to monitoring and supporting victims 
of anti-Muslim hatred. 

Alex Norris: The Government works closely with police and community partners, 
including Tell MAMA, to monitor and support victims of Islamophobia. Tell MAMA 
has been funded by government since 2012 to deliver a reporting service and 
provide support for victims of Islamophobia. In 2024/25, the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government has made up to £1 million of funding available 
to Tell MAMA via Faith Matters to continue this work. 
All relationships with government-funded partners are kept under constant review 
and subject to regular monitoring and evaluation. The Government is actively 
considering its approach to tackling Islamophobia more broadly. We will provide 
further details on this soon. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22336  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-07-17/hl46  
 

Hate Crime 
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [22795] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, when she plans to bring forward legislation to make all hate crime an 
aggravated offence. 

Diana Johnson: This Government is determined to tackle all forms of hate  crime.  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22338
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22340
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22336
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-07-17/hl46
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We have committed to changing hate crime legislation to bring parity of protection 
for LGBT+ and disabled people under the aggravated offences and we are currently 
considering how best to implement this. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22795  
 
 

Welsh Senedd Written Answer 

Places of Worship: Extremism 
Andrew RT Davies (Conservative) [WQ95311] Will the Cabinet Secretary outline the 
number of a) churches, b) synagogues, c) mosques, and d) other places of worship that 
the Welsh Government has referred to the UK Government for suspected ties to extremism 
in the last five years? 

Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Trefnydd and Chief Whip: None. Should 
the Welsh Government receive information relating to extremism concerns, we 
would refer this to the UK Government through the appropriate channels. 

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/95311  
 

 

Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 

Former surgeon jailed for five and-a-half years after admitting offences including 
assault occasioning actual bodily harm and child cruelty during multiple male 
circumcision operations 
A former surgeon has been jailed for a combined total of more than five and-a-half years 
(67 months) today (Wednesday 15 January) at Inner London Crown Court having admitted 
assault occasioning actual bodily harm, child cruelty and administering a prescription only 
medicine to several young and vulnerable patients whilst ignoring basic hygiene rules 
and performing non-therapeutic male circumcision whilst ignoring basic hygiene rules and 
performing non-therapeutic male circumcisions. 
Dr Mohammad Siddiqui, 58, from Birmingham pleaded guilty at Southwark Crown Court 
on 29 October 2024 to a total of 25 offences which included, 11 counts of actual bodily 
harm, 6 counts of cruelty to a child and 8 counts of administering prescription only 
medicines contrary to the law. The prosecution was brought because of the methods 
Siddiqui used which showed a complete disregard to patient health, safety and comfort in 
private residences between 2014 and 2018. 
Between June 2012 and November 2013, Dr Siddiqui provided a private mobile 
circumcision service whilst working as clinical fellow in paediatric surgery at University 
Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust. In this capacity he was able to source the 
anaesthetic Bupivacaine Hydrochloride which is a prescription only medication. 
In 2015 Siddiqui was ‘struck off’ the General Medical Council Register after a panel of the 
Medical Practitioners Tribunal Service found him guilty of failures in performing non-
therapeutic male circumcisions in the homes of four babies. 
Despite having been ‘struck off’, Dr Siddiqui continued to promote and provide a mobile 
circumcision service. No longer being considered a ‘Health Care Professional’ he was able 
to do so because non-therapeutic male circumcision is unregulated with no requirement to 
be carried out by a medical practitioner. Dr Siddiqui continued to use Bupivacaine 
Hydrochloride and carry out circumcisions in unsafe, unsanitary and harmful ways. He 
advertised his services across the United Kingdom and by appointment performed non-
therapeutic male circumcisions on young patients up to the age of 14 in their homes. … 
Anja Hohmeyer of the Crown Prosecution Service said: “Siddiqui practised these 
circumcising acts in an unsafe and unsanitary environment and left children with emotional 
and physical scars as a result of his actions. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22795
https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/95311
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 “He showed a complete disregard for the impact of his actions on his victims, families, and 
communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/former-surgeon-jailed-five-and-half-years-after-
admitting-offences-including-assault  
 
 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 

Statement on implementation of the Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act 
Baroness Kishwer Falkner, Chairwoman of the Equality and Human Rights Commission, 
said: “We welcome the Secretary of State for Education’s announcement that the 
implementation of several provisions within the Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) 
Act will proceed. 
“The free expression and exchange of different views, without persecution or interference, 
is at the heart of our democracy. In Britain we enjoy significant human rights protections 
to hold our own opinions and express them freely. These values and protections are also 
a vital part of higher education. Holding open, challenging debates, rather than silencing 
the views of those we don’t agree with, helps build tolerance and address prejudice and 
discrimination. 
“Freedom of expression in higher education should be upheld at every opportunity and 
should only be limited where there are genuine safety concerns, or where it constitutes 
unlawful behaviour. So the commencement of certain requirements within the Act – 
including the duty on institutions to promote free speech and take reasonably practicable 
steps to secure freedom of speech within the law – is an important step forward. … 
“It is essential that individuals have a clear route to redress where they believe their right 
to freedom of expression may have been unlawfully restricted. 
“While they can bring a claim of philosophical belief discrimination under the Equality Act 
2010 currently, such legal action can be expensive and time-consuming. It is important 
that the Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act provides for suitable routes to remedy 
in this sector.” 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/news/statement-implementation-
higher-education-freedom-speech-act  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Ed Davey (Liberal Democrat): May I echo the words of the Prime Minister about President 
Biden? I hope that his team and the team of President-elect Trump can work together to 
bring the peace in Gaza that we so desperately need so that the hostages can be released, 
we can get aid in, and the killing can stop. … 

The Prime Minister: We are encouraged by the talks towards a ceasefire. I think 
the whole House would urge all to come to an agreement and have the hostages 
released. We all understand the absolute torture that their families are going 
through every single minute of every single day that this continues. We hope that 
there can be progress there. … 

 

https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/former-surgeon-jailed-five-and-half-years-after-admitting-offences-including-assault
https://www.cps.gov.uk/cps/news/former-surgeon-jailed-five-and-half-years-after-admitting-offences-including-assault
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/news/statement-implementation-higher-education-freedom-speech-act
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/news/statement-implementation-higher-education-freedom-speech-act
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/2C407C0A-FCAF-40D4-
873B-1AF03BB06C42/Engagements#contribution-6B59F194-E841-4F17-A784-
00B17598A255  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Air Force 
Brian Leishman (Labour) [22473] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, whether his 
Department has (a) shared F-35 flight mission data files with the Israeli air force and (b) 
received such files from that air force since October 2023. 

Luke Pollard: No. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22473  
 

Hostage Taking 
Alicia Kearns (Conservative) [22098] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, when he plans to appoint the (a) special envoy 
for hostage affairs and (b) special envoy for arbitrary detention. 

Hamish Falconer: The FCDO is committed to strengthening support for British 
Nationals overseas, including through the appointment of an Envoy. Further details 
will be announced in due course. 
William Middleton has succeeded Charles Hay as Director for Gaza Hostages. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/22098  
 

The following three questions all received the same answer 
Gaza: Refugees 

Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [22796] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, how many evacuations from Gaza to the UK of 
(a) British nationals including dual Palestinian and British nationals, (b) their immediate 
family members, (c) UK visa holders who have spouses or partners or children under 18 
living in the UK who have valid permission to enter or remain in the UK for longer than 6 
months and (d) UK visa holders who have valid permission to enter or remain in the UK 
for longer than 6 months granted outside the Immigration Rules or on the basis of Article 
8 ECHR have been facilitated by his Department since 7 October 2023. 

Palestinians: Medical Treatments 
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [22799] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, for how many evacuations to the UK of 
Palestinians in Gaza with visas that are valid for more than six months his Department has 
sought permission from the Israeli authorities since 7 October 2023. 
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [22800] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, for how many evacuations of Palestinians in 
Gaza with (a) pre-determination and (b) biometric excuse decisions his Department has 
sought permission from the Israeli authorities since 7 October 2023. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK Government has helped 505 people to leave Gaza 
since October 2023. 306 are British nationals and their Palestinian dependants; 38 
are Palestinian nationals who qualified for assistance under the extended eligibility 
criteria for Gaza published on 14 December 2023. Israeli exit clearance was sought 
and received in each of those cases. The extended eligibility criteria are published 
on FCDO Travel Advice and provide for the UK Government to try to support the 
exit of Palestinian nationals who have a spouse, partner or a child aged 17 or under 
living in the UK; and who hold valid permission to enter or remain in the UK for 
longer than 6 months. Border crossings out of Gaza have been closed to civilians 
since Israel took control of Rafah crossing in May 2024.  Nevertheless,  the FCDO  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/2C407C0A-FCAF-40D4-873B-1AF03BB06C42/Engagements#contribution-6B59F194-E841-4F17-A784-00B17598A255
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/2C407C0A-FCAF-40D4-873B-1AF03BB06C42/Engagements#contribution-6B59F194-E841-4F17-A784-00B17598A255
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-15/debates/2C407C0A-FCAF-40D4-873B-1AF03BB06C42/Engagements#contribution-6B59F194-E841-4F17-A784-00B17598A255
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22473
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/22098
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has helped 21 people to leave Gaza, mostly children, since October 2024. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22796  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22799  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22800  
 

The Immigration rules, referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules 
 

Articla 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights, referred to above, can be read at 
https://fra.europa.eu/en/law-reference/european-convention-human-rights-article-8-0  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Palestinians: Medical Treatments 

Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [22797] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, for how many medical evacuations to the UK of 
Palestinians in Gaza who are non-British nationals his Department has sought permission 
from the Israeli authorities since 7 October 2023. 
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [22798] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, how many medical evacuations to the UK of 
Palestinians in Gaza who are non-British nationals there have been since 7 October 2023. 

Hamish Falconer: We regularly press Israel at senior levels to re-open safe, 
regular medical evacuation routes, and to protect healthcare facilities and staff. It 
is unacceptable that north Gaza now has no functioning hospitals and that medical 
personnel are being detained without justification. 
Our support to UK-Med has treated over 300,000 patients in Gaza and we recently 
provided £1m, delivered through WHO, to support medically evacuated 
Palestinians in Egypt. We are keeping our policy under constant review to ensure 
the UK does everything we can to support sick and wounded Palestinian civilians. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22797  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22798  
 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Cat Smith (Labour) [22319] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, if he will make representations to his Israeli counterparts on the 
immediate release of Palestinian healthcare workers currently being detained without 
charge or trial. 

Hamish Falconer: Gazan civilians must be protected, and able to access effective 
healthcare. The UK has consistently raised concerns about the impact of this 
conflict on Gaza's healthcare system and medical staff, including reiterating the 
requirement for all parties to comply with international humanitarian law. Israel must 
allow medical staff to carry out their work unimpeded, and to travel around Gaza as 
needed. On 27 December I made clear to Israel's government that the situation in 
northern Gaza cannot continue, and raised our serious concern about repeated 
strikes on Kamal Adwan hospital, and the safety of civilians and medical workers 
there. The Foreign Secretary met Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar in Israel on 13 
January, and stressed to him the urgent need for an immediate ceasefire and the 
release of all hostages. 
We are particularly concerned by the reports of the recent Israel Defense Forces 
operation at Kamal Adwan hospital, and the reported detention of medical 
personnel there. We have raised this, and will continue to do so, directly with the 
Israeli Government. In  recent  weeks,  I have  specifically  raised  the  detention of  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22796
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22799
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22800
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules
https://fra.europa.eu/en/law-reference/european-convention-human-rights-article-8-0
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22797
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22798
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Kamal Adwan hospital director, Dr Hassam Abu Safiya, along with the wider need 
to ensure healthcare facilities in North Gaza are protected, and to enable World 
Health Organisation and International Committee of the Red Cross access, with 
both the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and Israel's Ambassador to the UK. We 
urge Israel to urgently clarify the reasons for Dr Hassam Abu Safiya's detention 
(and that of paediatrician Mohammed Hamouda), and all other health workers 
detained in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22319  
 

Gaza: UNRWA 
Calvin Bailey (Labour) [22392] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to help support access for UNRWA to 
northern Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The humanitarian situation in Gaza is unacceptable. I have 
raised the dire situation in the north of Gaza with both the Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister and the Israeli Ambassador to the UK, most recently on 3 January. We 
have repeatedly urged the Government of Israel to ensure that UNRWA can 
continue its vital operations across Gaza, including in our contacts with Israeli 
ministers, and at the UN Security Council in January. The Prime Minister underlined 
the UK's support for UNRWA by announcing, on 11 December, an additional £13 
million for UNRWA to support vital services for Palestinian refugees in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and the region, bringing our support for UNRWA's work 
across the region to £41m this financial year. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22392  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-unrwa-commissioner-11-december-2024  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [21994] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has had recent discussions on (a) 
effective deconfliction and (b) the humanitarian situation in Gaza with his Israeli 
counterpart. 

Hamish Falconer: We continue to press Israel to end its aid restrictions and ensure 
that the UN and humanitarian partners can work safely and effectively. The Foreign 
Secretary recently wrote to Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar, alongside his French and 
German counterparts, calling on Israel urgently to increase, and ensure the safe 
distribution of, aid. 
The Foreign Secretary made his third visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories this week, where he restated that Israel must avoid civilian casualties, 
protect civilian infrastructure, allow unfettered aid into Gaza, and ensure the UN 
and its humanitarian partners can operate effectively. 
I have raised the dire situation in the north of Gaza with both the Israeli Deputy 
Foreign Minister and the Israeli Ambassador to the UK, most recently on 3 January. 
The scale of human suffering in Gaza is unimaginable. Israel must act to address it 
immediately. Effective deconfliction is an important part of this. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21994  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Mary Glindon (Labour) [22605] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, whether he has held recent discussions with humanitarian 
organisations on the adequacy of prosthetics supplies in Gaza; and if he will take steps to 
assist humanitarian organisations increase their supply. 

Hamish Falconer: The plight of sick, injured and disabled people in Gaza is deeply  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22319
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22392
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-unrwa-commissioner-11-december-2024
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21994
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distressing. We have pressed Israel at senior levels to urgently improve healthcare 
provision, including significantly increasing medical supplies, and to establish 
sustained, safe and timely passage for patients who need medical or surgical 
interventions not available in Gaza. The UK has provided funding to the Jordan 
Hashemite Charitable Organisation (JHCO), which includes the supply of 
prosthetics to Jordanian field hospitals in Gaza. Through our disability inclusion 
programmes, we have also provided funding for assistive technology products in 
Gaza via the World Health Organisation. In July, we announced £5.5m in funding 
to UK-Med for their field hospitals. UK-Med have provided vital care to over 300,000 
Gazans since the start of the conflict, including critical limb and life-saving 
surgeries, physiotherapy, and rehabilitation. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22605  
 

Libya: Israel 
Gregory Campbell (DUP) [22884] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether he has made an assessment of the 
potential impact of the action by the Israeli Air Force on 8 September 2024 in Libya on 
Hezbollah's armed capability. 

Hamish Falconer: Israel has not taken any action against Hezbollah in Libya. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/22884  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Gaza: Peace Talks 
Lord Hain (Labour): To ask His Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made 
of the prospects for the current peace talks involving Israeli and Palestinian leaders. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Baroness Chapman of Darlington):My Lords, resolving 
the conflict has been a priority since day 1 of this Government. The fighting must 
stop and all sides must seize the opportunity to open a pathway to lasting peace 
and stability. We are encouraged by the progress being made on ceasefire 
negotiations and urge all parties to show the flexibility needed to reach an 
agreement. We continue to use every diplomatic lever to bring about a ceasefire 
and secure the safe release of hostages in co-ordination with international partners. 

Lord Hain: My Lords, does my noble friend not agree that Palestinians, Israelis and indeed 
the whole world need a permanent ceasefire—not a quick fix, but a real end to hostilities? 
All the hostages should be out and Palestinian civilians should be returned to what little 
remains of their Gaza homes north and south. There should be no more starvation—which 
means preserving UNRWA—no reduction in the size of this integral part of the state of 
Palestine and no Israeli settlements. A Marshall-type plan is needed for the recovery of 
Gaza, with everyone held to respecting international law. Surely, this is the only path to 
real and stable peace for both Israelis and Palestinians. How will the Government help 
achieve that? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: I thank my noble friend and acknowledge the 
work that he did as Minister for the Middle East and North Africa. He is absolutely 
right that a permanent peace is what we need to seek. A ceasefire would only ever 
be the first step. The hostages must be released and be home with their families. 
We also agree on the importance of UNRWA being able to continue its work. My 
noble friend asked about reconstruction. We are thinking very much about the next 
phase of planning in Gaza and building up its governance and security institutions. 
This must be predicated on tangible progress towards a Palestinian state. 

Lord Callanan (Conservative):  My Lords,  I am  sure that  the whole  House is united in  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22605
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-09/22884
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wishing to see peace in this terrible conflict. The key to a sustainable end to the fighting in 
Gaza remains, first, the elimination of Hamas and, secondly, the release of the hostages, 
whose suffering is truly intolerable. It should be intolerable for anyone who cares about 
human dignity and human rights. Does the Minister have any information on the well-being 
of the British national hostage, Emily Damari? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: The noble Lord is completely right in 
everything he said about the hostages. My honourable friend Hamish Falconer the 
Minister for the Middle East, the Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister have met 
on several occasions Emily’s family and others with British links who are wrongly 
held in Gaza. We are doing everything we can, using all levers to secure their 
immediate release. 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, any agreement that will allow the 
hostages to come home and the violence against the Palestinian civilians to end 
cannot come too soon. Does the Minister agree that the most represented group among 
Palestinian deaths and verified casualties are children between the ages of five and nine? 
The suffering will continue even if there is a ceasefire, because there are no educational 
facilities separate to those provided by UNRWA and no health facilities, especially for girls. 
Will the UK play a crucial role, as it did after the liberation of Mosul, to support pop-up 
education and psychosocial support for young children in particular? If there is to be long-
term sustainable peace, we cannot allow a traumatised generation of children to continue 
to suffer. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: I agree with the noble Lord. The ceasefire 
would be only the beginning. He is also right to remind us that around 50% of the 
bodies identified in Gaza so far have been of children and women. We are providing 
substantial aid to UNRWA and other agencies that are providing the support that 
he wishes to see in Gaza and in neighbouring places as well. That includes 
education, food, medicine and the psychosocial support that they are going to need 
for some years to come. 

Lord Grocott (Labour): My Lords, I strongly welcome the possibility of an end to the 
killing, but is not the sad lesson of the history of this region that the world’s attention is 
strongly on it and the need for solutions as long as violence is threatened or immediate? 
As soon as the violence goes away, the world’s attention moves elsewhere. After the 
slaughter that has taken place, is it not vital that we try to build something constructive out 
of it? That can occur in the long term only if the Palestinians have a state of their own. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: That is right. The United Kingdom 
Government stand ready to play a leading role in reconstruction and securing a 
stable Palestinian state alongside a secure Israel. Gaza’s recovery and 
reconstruction must be Palestinian led, though, and support for future governance 
of the Palestinian Authority in Gaza and maintaining the viability of a future 
Palestinian state are an important part of the UK’s approach. 

Baroness Foster of Aghadrumsee (Non-affiliated): My Lords, to follow on from the last 
question, it is vital that a sustainable reconciliation process happens, hopefully after any 
peace deal. Bearing in mind what happened with us in Northern Ireland dealing with 
domestic terrorism, is it not important to set rules in relation to any elections that take place 
to any Palestinian Authority? Would not those rules have to include a commitment to non-
violence and recognition of the State of Israel? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: These issues of reconciliation and truth and 
the process that needs to be undergone are fiendishly difficult, as the noble 
Baroness has experienced and which we can see when we look at any of these 
processes anywhere in the world, from Chile to South Africa to Northern Ireland—
and I hope in the future in Israel-Gaza. She made her point very well. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon (Conservative): My Lords, I am sure I speak for all in your 
Lordships’  House in  recognising  the  importance of a peace  agreement;  we  are on the  
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brink. We hope, and those of faith pray, that this agreement is reached. Will the Minister 
acknowledge, as I do, the important role that the United States—and indeed the incoming 
Administration—Egypt and in particular Qatar have played in their persistence in ensuring 
that this deal is reached? We all want to see the hostages released; we want to see aid 
into Gaza, and we want to see peace and security across the Holy Land. Will the Minister 
ensure that, as others have said, the momentum is sustained? You must be in the game, 
you must persist, and you must keep the momentum going to see the peace and security 
that we all so desire and that, most importantly, Israelis and Palestinians need now. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: The noble Lord is right. It is important that we 
acknowledge the role of all players who have been instrumental in facilitating 
negotiations and smoothing this along, including, as he says, the United States, 
Egypt and Qatar. Of course, we have hope, given recent announcements, but I 
would draw a strong distinction between hope and optimism. We need to be realistic 
and patient, but our hope remains, and I have more hope today than we perhaps 
did a week ago. 

Lord Dubs (Labour): Does my noble friend agree that there has also been an increase in 
violence in the West Bank? Will the Government confirm that they are totally opposed to 
any expansion of settlements in the West Bank no matter what the American Government 
decide? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: As we have discussed previously, the problem 
with settlements and some of the activity we have seen around them is that it makes 
the two-state solution more difficult to deliver in practical terms—so we do have 
concerns, as the noble Lord says. 

Lord Soames of Fletching (Conservative): My Lords, can the Minister confirm that in 
respect of these particular talks, quite apart from the vital necessity of the release of the 
hostages, it is very much the imperative that the Israelis are made to open more spaces 
for relief to starving Palestinians in Gaza and elsewhere? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: The Israeli Government have a responsibility 
to allow aid to those who need it. The situation is urgent: the hunger and the deaths 
from the cold that we have seen among young children because of the change in 
the weather are appalling. We appeal to the Israeli Government to allow the 
necessary aid to reach those who need it. 

Baroness Hayman (Crossbench): My Lords, will the Minister take this opportunity to 
recognise the courage and commitment of those groups of Israelis and Palestinians 
working for peace who have continued to do so throughout this conflict? Will she also 
ensure that they are involved in the desperately difficult process that will follow any 
ceasefire of building a sustainable peace? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: As in many conflicts, there are some incredibly 
courageous individuals who risk their own lives to bring forward the cause of peace. 
It is only right that we are reminded of those people today. We should also 
remember the more than 300 aid workers who have been killed throughout this 
conflict. I thank the noble Baroness for her comments. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-15/debates/0165118C-6C14-43BC-8725-
1912084F8DCD/GazaPeaceTalks  
 
 

Downing Street 

PM statement on the Israel-Hamas ceasefire: 15 January 2025 
After months of devastating bloodshed and countless lives lost, this is the long-overdue 
news that the Israeli and Palestinian people have desperately been waiting for. They have 
borne the brunt of this conflict – triggered by the brutal terrorists of Hamas, who committed 
the deadliest massacre of Jewish people since the Holocaust on October 7th, 2023.  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-15/debates/0165118C-6C14-43BC-8725-1912084F8DCD/GazaPeaceTalks
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-15/debates/0165118C-6C14-43BC-8725-1912084F8DCD/GazaPeaceTalks
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The hostages, who were brutally ripped from their homes on that day and held captive in 
unimaginable conditions ever since, can now finally return to their families. But we should 
also use this moment to pay tribute to those who won’t make it home – including the British 
people who were murdered by Hamas. We will continue to mourn and remember them.  
For the innocent Palestinians whose homes turned into a warzone overnight and the many 
who have lost their lives, this ceasefire must allow for a huge surge in humanitarian aid, 
which is so desperately needed to end the suffering in Gaza. And then our attention must 
turn to how we secure a permanently better future for the Israeli and Palestinian people – 
grounded in a two-state solution that will guarantee security and stability for Israel, 
alongside a sovereign and viable Palestine state.  
The UK and its allies will continue to be at the forefront of these crucial efforts to break the 
cycle of violence and secure long-term peace in the Middle East. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-israel-hamas-ceasefire-15-
january-2025  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on Israel-Hamas ceasefire 
Foreign Secretary David Lammy said: Today’s announcement of a ceasefire agreement is 
a moment of hope after over a year of agony, following Hamas’s appalling attack on 7 
October 2023. 
For the hostages and their loved ones, including British citizen Emily Damari, and Eli 
Sharabi, Oded Lifschitz and Avinatan Or, this has been an unbearable trauma. 
For the people of Gaza, so many of whom have lost lives, homes or loved ones, this has 
been a living nightmare. 
For the region, this has brought yet more division and conflict.   
With this agreement, hostages and their families will be reunited and Gazans can begin to 
rebuild their lives. I pay tribute to the tireless diplomatic efforts of Qatar, Egypt and the 
incoming and outgoing US administrations. 
Much remains to be done – to implement all phases of the deal in full and establish a 
pathway to lasting peace and security for Israelis and Palestinians alike. 
From our first day in office, this Government has pressed for an immediate ceasefire, to 
free the hostages, and to bring relief, reconstruction and hope to civilians who have 
suffered so much.   
We will play our full part in the coming days and weeks, working alongside our partners, to 
seize this chance for a better future. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-israel-hamas-
ceasefire  
 
David Lammy All phases of this ceasefire deal must now be implemented in full. The UK 
will continue to make every diplomatic effort to get to lasting peace, security and a two-
state solution for the Israeli and Palestinian people [plus video] 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1879661891158688238  
 
Hamish Falconer I join the Foreign Secretary in welcoming today’s announcement to end 
the fighting in Gaza. It is vital hostages are urgently released and significantly more aid 
reaches Gaza. I thank [Egypt, Qatar, and US flag icons] for their vital efforts in supporting 
the agreement. 
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1879638615632052377 
 
Anneliese Dodds Hugely welcome news that a ceasefire deal has been reached with 
support from Egypt, Qatar & US. We need to now see a surge in humanitarian aid and all  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-israel-hamas-ceasefire-15-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-statement-on-the-israel-hamas-ceasefire-15-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-israel-hamas-ceasefire
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-statement-on-israel-hamas-ceasefire
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1879661891158688238
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1879638615632052377
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hostages released. This deal must be implemented in full to allow a safe environment for 
aid to reach people in desperate need. 
https://x.com/AnnelieseDodds/status/1879650224878330211  
 
 

Conservative Party 

Kemi Badenoch I welcome the progress made towards a ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas, and the release of 33 hostages including British citizen Emily Damari. Her story is 
as painful today as it was when I met Mandy, her courageous mother, last year. This will 
come as an enormous relief to friends and family. It is essential that all hostages held by 
Hamas are released. There can be no lasting peace in the region while innocents 
are held captive.  
https://x.com/KemiBadenoch/status/1879847111778332854  
 
 

Scottish Government 

First Minister First Minister @JohnSwinney has commented on the proposed agreement 
of a ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas. The First Minister welcomed the 
announcement, noting there is still significant work to be done to ensure a long term 
political solution to the conflict. 
Since the outset of this conflict, the Scottish Government has called for urgent de-
escalation, an immediate ceasefire by all sides and the release of hostages. 
We join the international community in welcoming the agreement of a ceasefire deal 
between Israel and Hamas, and hope that this can be the beginning of a long term political 
solution in the Middle East. There is, however, still significant work required to ensure 
peace and security across the region. 
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1879611556687646849  
 

 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 

PACE Middle East rapporteur welcomes ceasefire agreement 
PACE’s rapporteur on the situation in the Middle East, Dora Bakoyannis (Greece, SOC), 
has welcomed the ceasefire agreement between Israel and Hamas. 
"The ceasefire agreement marks a crucial development in the ongoing efforts for peace in 
the region. This agreement, mediated by key international actors, brings a very welcome 
pause to 15 months of humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, offering much-needed relief to 
its people,” she said. 
“This agreement finally brings hope for hostages and their families. The planned surge in 
humanitarian aid is vital for addressing the immense human suffering caused by this 
conflict. While this ceasefire provides welcome respite, it must be seen as a first fragile 
step in a long-term process aimed at addressing the root causes of the crisis. 
All parties involved must uphold their commitments to ensure the agreement holds, paving 
the way for further dialogue, reconciliation, and humanitarian efforts. The international 
community must remain steadfast in supporting initiatives that encourage co-operation, 
peacebuilding, and development. 
The Parliamentary Assembly remains committed to fostering an environment of peace, 
stability, and mutual respect, recognising that lasting solutions will require sustained effort 
and collaboration from all stakeholders.” 
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9735/pace-middle-east-rapporteur-welcomes-ceasefire-
agreement  

 

https://x.com/AnnelieseDodds/status/1879650224878330211
https://x.com/KemiBadenoch/status/1879847111778332854
https://x.com/ScotGovFM/status/1879611556687646849
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9735/pace-middle-east-rapporteur-welcomes-ceasefire-agreement
https://pace.coe.int/en/news/9735/pace-middle-east-rapporteur-welcomes-ceasefire-agreement
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United Nations 

Welcoming Announcement of Gaza Ceasefire, Hostage Release Deal, Secretary-
General Calls on All Relevant Parties to Uphold Commitments, Ensure Full 
Implementation 
… I welcome the announcement of a deal to secure a ceasefire and hostage release in 
Gaza. 
I commend the mediators — Egypt, Qatar and the United States of America — for their 
dedicated efforts in brokering this deal.  Their unwavering commitment to finding a 
diplomatic solution has been critical in achieving this breakthrough.  I call on all relevant 
parties to uphold their commitments and ensure that this deal is fully implemented. 
From the outset of the violence, I have called for an immediate ceasefire and the immediate 
and unconditional release of all hostages. 
Our priority must be to ease the tremendous suffering caused by this conflict.  The United 
Nations stands ready to support the implementation of this deal and scale up the delivery 
of sustained humanitarian relief to the countless Palestinians who continue to suffer.  It is 
imperative that this ceasefire removes the significant security and political obstacles to 
delivering aid across Gaza so that we can support a major increase in urgent life-saving 
humanitarian support.  The humanitarian situation is at catastrophic levels. 
I call on all parties to facilitate the rapid, unhindered and safe humanitarian relief for all 
civilians in need.  From our side, we will do whatever is humanly possible, aware of the 
serious challenges and constraints that we will be facing.  We expect our efforts to be 
matched by other humanitarian actors, the private sector and bilateral initiatives. 
This deal is a critical first step, but we must mobilize all efforts to also advance broader 
goals, including the preservation of the unity, contiguity and integrity of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory.  Palestinian unity is essential for achieving lasting peace and 
stability, and I emphasize that unified Palestinian governance must remain a top priority. 
I urge the parties and all relevant partners to seize this opportunity to establish a credible 
political path to a better future for Palestinians, Israelis, and the broader region.  Ending 
the occupation and achieving a negotiated two-State solution, with Israel and Palestine 
living side by side in peace and security, in line with international law, relevant UN 
resolutions and previous agreements remain an urgent priority.  Only through a viable two-
State solution can the aspirations of both peoples be fulfilled. 
I pay tribute to the civilians who have lost their lives, including UN personnel and 
humanitarian workers. 
The United Nations is steadfast in its commitment to supporting all efforts that promote 
peace, stability, and a more hopeful future for the people of Palestine and Israel, and 
across the region. 
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22523.doc.htm 
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

UN Human Rights Chief relieved by Gaza ceasefire, urges prompt implementation 
News of the first phase of a ceasefire in Gaza comes with the promise of “huge relief after 
so much unbearable pain and misery over the past 15 months,” UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Volker Türk said on Wednesday, as he called on both parties to 
implement their respective obligations promptly, concurrently and in good faith. 
“I am hugely relieved by the news of the first phase of a ceasefire in Gaza, and it is 
imperative that it now holds,” he said. “I urge parties to the conflict and all countries with 
influence to do everything in their powers to ensure the success of next stages of the 
ceasefire, including the release of all hostages and to end the war in its entirety.”   
“My thoughts, right now, are with those who have suffered so  much  unbearable  pain and  
 

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sgsm22523.doc.htm
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misery over the past 15 months, and I hope for everyone’s sake that no one will ever have 
to go through this again,” the High Commissioner added. 
Türk stressed the utmost urgency of saving the lives of those desperately in need 
throughout Gaza – which has been laid to waste by relentless Israeli bombing and combat 
over the past months, particularly in the north.  
“Food, water, medicine, shelter and protection are the top priorities. We have no time to 
lose,” he said. 
Türk also emphasized the need to pursue accountability and justice for the grave violations 
and abuses which have been committed.  
“Those responsible for the heinous acts of 7 October, the subsequent unlawful killings of 
civilians across Gaza, and for all other crimes under international law must be held to 
account,” he said.  
“The right of victims to full reparations must be upheld. There is no true way forward without 
honest truth-telling and accountability on all sides.” 
With much of Gaza now in ruins, human rights must be at the front and centre of the 
reconstruction in the Strip, when it becomes possible, and the rebuilding of people’s lives, 
the High Commissioner said, stressing the international community’s crucial role in 
concrete efforts to achieve a lasting peace for Palestinians and Israelis.  
“Israel's illegal continued presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory must end, as the 
International Court of Justice has made clear, and the internationally agreed two-State 
solution must become a reality,” Türk said. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-human-rights-chief-relieved-gaza-
ceasefire-urges-prompt-implementation  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-human-rights-chief-relieved-gaza-ceasefire-urges-prompt-implementation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-human-rights-chief-relieved-gaza-ceasefire-urges-prompt-implementation
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
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Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes 

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  

TOP 
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