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Radicalism
Allison Gardner (Labour) [22535] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, what steps her Department is taking to (a) monitor and (b) help tackle far right
extremism.
Dan Jarvis: The Government is committed to tackling those who spread views that
promote violence and hatred against individuals and communities in our society,
and that radicalise others into terrorism. To understand such threats, we maintain
expertise and capabilities to understand terrorist and extremist online
communications, in order to produce rapid, high-quality assessments designed to
support the Prevent programme.
The Prevent programme tackles the ideological causes of terrorism and provides
early intervention for people at risk of radicalisation. The programme deals with all
forms of terrorist ideology, including Islamist, Extreme Right-Wing, other threats.
We work closely with law enforcement and multi-agency partners to respond to any
such activity which may pose a threat.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22535

Government reaffirms commitment to Free Speech in universities
The Education Secretary has confirmed that key provisions of the Higher Education
(Freedom of Speech) Act 2023 will be brought into force, defending the free speech rights
of students, academics and speakers.
The Office for Students will have the power to investigate complaints over breaches of free
speech from academics, external speakers and members of universities, as well as issuing
fines.


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22535
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

The Act will require all universities to have robust codes of practice to ensure the protection
of free speech, which will be enforced by the Office for Students (OfS).

The new workable, robust complaints system will uphold academic freedom without
exposing universities to potentially disproportionate and crippling costs that could have
forced them to divert cash away from students.

Universities who flout the rules will be publicly held to account and could end up paying
compensation, risk facing fines and the suspension of their registration, in the most
extreme circumstances. ...

Unnecessary elements of the Act which risk leaving universities vulnerable to
disproportionate costs for legal disputes will be scrapped, including the statutory tort. ...
The threat of legal action and the financial fallout for universities breaching their duties
under the Act might push some providers to overly defend hateful or degrading speech
instead of looking out for students who feel intimidated, out of fear of the consequences.
The Act was initially placed on pause due to widespread concerns about the negative
impact it would have on vulnerable groups. There were fears that the legislation would
encourage providers to overlook the safety and wellbeing of minority groups, including
Jewish students, and instead protect those who use hateful or degrading speech on
campus.

The move to pause implementation of the Act reflected widespread concern that the
legislation was disproportionate, burdensome and damaging to the welfare of students
while not addressing hate speech on campuses.

Groups representing Jewish students also expressed concerns that sanctions could lead
to providers overlooking the safety and well-being of minority groups.

Education Secretary Bridget Phillipson said: Academic freedom and free speech are
fundamental to our world-leading universities and this government is committed to
protecting them. ...

As part of the Act, Higher Education providers must establish a set of policies and values
that provide a space for robust discussion and all academic freedoms. ...

As part of changes to make the Act fair and proportionate, the government has decided to
remove the overly burdensome duties placed directly on students’ unions.

The Act, as it stands, makes demands which would require students’ unions to take on
complex legal responsibilities, which would leave the majority student-led organisations to
be overwhelmed with additional costs and administrative burdens, distracting from work to
support students. ...

The Government is also working at pace on the implementation of the Foreign Influence
Registration Scheme, which will apply to universities across the UK, and will encourage
transparency and deter harmful covert activity from foreign states. ...

In making changes to the future of the Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act 2023,
the Government will ensure that the right to academic freedom is rigorously defended,
without compromising the safety of students and staff, or taking away vital resources from
an already stretched sector. ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-reaffirms-commitment-to-free-speech-
in-universities

Report of the inquiry into Islamophobia in Scotland: Recommendations
Foysol Choudhury (Labour) [S6W-32712] To ask the Scottish Government whether it
will provide an update on what progress it has made towards implementing the
recommendations made by the Cross-Party Group on Tackling Islamophobia in its report,
Scotland’s Islamophobia - Update 2023.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-reaffirms-commitment-to-free-speech-in-universities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-reaffirms-commitment-to-free-speech-in-universities

Siobhian Brown: Tackling religious or race-based intolerance, including
Islamophobia, is a priority for the Scottish Government. The Cross-Party Group’s
report, Scotland’s Islamophobia - Update 2023, attributes three recommendations
to the Scottish Government:

1. Integrate an understanding of Islamophobia into compulsory components of the
Scottish education curricula and all teacher training education.

Curriculum for Excellence purposefully does not mandate curriculum content.
However, this recommendation and the wider report will be considered in the
context of the Curriculum Improvement Cycle. The Cycle commenced in early 2024
and involves the review and update of each curricular area within Scotland’s
curriculum.

In terms of teacher training, teachers in Scotland are required to meet the General
Teaching Council for Scotland’s Standard for Full Registration, found at: The
Standard for Full Registration - a commitment to the professional values of social
justice, trust and respect and integrity is at the heart of this. The Standard
recognises that our increasingly interconnected and rapidly changing world faces
many social challenges, and an effective, responsive and inclusive education
system is vital if we are to address these. The Standard also explicitly states that
social justice is the view that everyone deserves equal economic, political and
social rights and opportunities now and in the future.

2. The Scottish Government should ensure that the Public Sector Equality Duty is
enforced in schools and provide additional training so that this can be better
implemented and enforced.

Enforcement of the Public Sector Equality Duty is the responsibility of the Equality
and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), not the Scottish Government. The EHRC
rightly operates independently. The Scottish Government does however encourage
all organisations to appropriately implement the Public Sector Equality Duty. The
guiding principles of our Learning Estate Strategy, which was co-produced with
COSLA and other partners, also makes clear that learning environments should
support the wellbeing of all learners.

3. The Scottish Government should fund and support organisations and initiatives
that support social cohesion and integration, particularly for Muslim women.

The Scottish Government is committed to building resilient communities within
which divisive narratives will not resonate. We work cooperatively with a wide range
of organisations throughout the country to support social cohesion and integration,
tackle hatred and promote inclusion. Turning specifically to Muslim women, the
Scottish Government has provided over £150,000 in the current financial year to
Amina, The Muslim Women’s Resource Centre to deliver a range of ambitions
which address a number of issues including: violence against women and girls;
children, young people and families’ intervention; adult learning and empowering
communities.

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-

answers/question?ref=S6W-32712

The Report referred to above can be read at
https://tinyurl.com/5e75umvc

Report of the inquiry into Islamophobia in Scotland: Recommendations

Foysol Choudhury (Labour)[S6W-32713] To ask the Scottish Government what
progress it has made in adopting the recommendations made in the Report of the inquiry
into Islamophobia in Scotland by the Cross-Party Group on Tackling Islamophobia.

Siobhian Brown: The Scottish Government greatly values Muslim communities in
Scotland and is committed to tackling Islamophobia in our society. Since the
publication of the Report of the inquiry into Islamophobia in Scotland, the Scottish


https://www.gtcs.org.uk/documents/the-standard-for-full-registration
https://www.gtcs.org.uk/documents/the-standard-for-full-registration
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-32712
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-32712
https://tinyurl.com/5e75umvc

Government has worked towards adopting many of the relevant recommendations
made by the Cross-Party Group (CPG), and progress continues to be made in their
delivery. We work cooperatively with a wide range of organisations throughout the
country to tackle all forms of hatred, including Islamophobia, and promote inclusion.
This work is grounded in prevention, early intervention, evidence-based
approaches and meaningful interaction with people who have lived experience of
exclusion and hate.
In 2023 the Scottish Government published a new Hate Crime Strategy as well as
an associated Delivery Plan which sets out a range of activity that will be taken
forward to tackle Hate Crime, including Islamophobia. Importantly, the strategy was
informed by communities with lived experience of hate crime, including Muslim
communities. The strategy supported commencement of the Hate Crime and Public
Order (Scotland) Act 2021 on 1 April 2024, which consolidated legislative
protections against offences aggravated by prejudice against disability, race,
religion, sexual orientation and transgender identity, and added age. The Act also
introduced new offences for threatening or abusive behaviour and the
communication of threatening or abusive material which is intended to stir up
hatred.
In 2023 we also published our progress review of Anti-racism in Scotland; a detailed
examination of progress made on commitments contained within the Race Equality
Framework (REF) (2016-2030) and the Immediate Priorities Plan (IPP) (2021-
2023).
Wider activity to tackle Islamophobia, which supports delivery of the
recommendations from the CPG reports, continues across various portfolios
including, but not limited to, education, employment, housing, health and culture.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-
answers/question?ref=S6W-32713

The Report referred to above can be read at
https://tinyurl.com/5e75umvc

The Hate Crime Strategy referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.scot/publications/hate-crime-strateqy-scotland/

The Delivery Plan referred to above can be read at
https://www.qov.scot/publications/hate-crime-strateqy-delivery-plan/

The Hate Crime and Public Order (Scotland) Act 2021, referred to above can be read at
https://www.leqislation.qov.uk/asp/2021/14/contents

The Review of Anti-Racism in Scotland, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.qov.scot/publications/anti-racism-scotland-progress-review-2023/

The Race Equality Framework 2016-2030, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.qov.scot/publications/race-equality-framework-scotland-2016-2030/

The Immediate Priorities Plan 2021-2023, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.qov.scot/publications/immediate-priorities-plan-race-equality-scotland/
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Israel

See also Commons written answer 21959 “Asylum: Palestinians” that is included in
the Foreign Affairs section below.
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House of Commons Oral Answers

Emily Damari
Jake Richards (Labour) [902143] What steps [the Minister’s] Department is taking to help
secure the release of Emily Damari.
The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Affairs (David Lammy): Ensuring the safe release of all hostages, including British
national Emily Damari and three others with strong UK links, is a top priority for this
Government. We have continually supported hostage talks, and support the efforts
of the American, Egyptian and Qatari negotiators. We are exercising every
diplomatic lever to secure the hostages’ immediate and unconditional release, and
call on all parties to show flexibility at the negotiation table.
Jake Richards: ... Last month | had the privilege of meeting Mandy, Emily’s mother, to
discuss her family’s plight and their campaign and efforts to secure Emily’s release. | know
that the Foreign Secretary met Mandy yesterday in Israel; | spoke to her afterwards, and
she was very grateful for that meeting. What steps are the Government taking to secure
humanitarian access to the hostages before release, which Hamas are disgracefully
avoiding, and what pressures are being put on Qatar and Egypt in that regard?
David Lammy: It was important to be with Mandy Damari in Israel yesterday and
to speak to the Israelis, and to be in Saudi Arabia just before that, particularly to
speak to my Egyptian counterpart and to press these issues. As Joe Biden has
said, we may well be on the brink of a deal, and | know that the whole House will
want to see that deal emerge in the coming days and to see Emily come home. My
hon. Friend can be assured that humanitarian access, for which we have continued
to press for the people of Gaza, is hugely important, and it is as important for the
hostages. It will take some time for them to come out, and they need that
humanitarian access.
Jim Shannon (DUP): At Easter last year | had the opportunity to meet Amanda Damari in
Israel and to speak to some of the families of the hostages who were kidnapped by Hamas
on that terrible and unfortunately memorable day, 7 October. The families have had a yo-
yo of emotions: will the hostages be freed, or will they not be freed? Now, all of a
sudden, there is a possibility. After the rollercoaster of emotion that the families have been
on over the last year and a half, how can we ensure that they get the direct help that they
need from our Government?
David Lammy: The hon. Gentleman is right. We want to see Emily Damari free,
and all the hostages, particularly the UK-linked hostages. We know from our contact
with their families—I| am thinking about the moving event that we had in No. 10 on
30 September—that there will be deep psychological scars, and we must commit
to doing all we can through our ongoing humanitarian effort to support those
hostages in their process of recovery. ...
Priti Patel (Conservative): All Members of the House will praise the courage and
resilience of the hostage families and have the hostages in their thoughts right now,
particularly Emily’s mother Mandy and Emily herself. Reports of the progress being made
on the hostage negotiations are truly welcome, including the Foreign Secretary’s
discussions during and after his visit to Israel. Can he give an update on what information
he has received about the proof of life of those hostages? Importantly, what resources will
our Government be providing to support the hostages through the release process over
the period of time speculated, and to bring about a sustainable end to this awful conflict?
David Lammy: First, we do all we can to establish proof of life. The right hon. Lady
will understand that this situation is fast moving, and even post any deal it can take
some degree of time before the hostages come out. | would therefore not want to
be pushed on that issue at the Dispatch Box, but | want to assure her that we are
doing all we can to continue to make that necessary assessment. As | say, we are—




| hope—on the brink of a deal. It will be the first phase of a deal that will probably
last six weeks, and that is important to bear in mind. All of us in this House hope to
get to a ceasefire and the necessary rebuilding of Gaza, with Israel safe and
secure—that will be very important—so that the middle east can move forward in
an atmosphere of peace.
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/7B548000-1D5B-4213-
AES52-7C7BA8369867/EmilyDamari

UK Support for Israel
Neil Duncan-Jordan (Labour) [902147] What assessment [the Minister] has made of the
potential impact of the war in Gaza on UK support for Israel.
The Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Affairs (David Lammy): The UK remains committed to supporting Israel’s security
and wider regional stability in the face of threats from malign actors such as Iran.
We are clear that Israel must act in accordance with international humanitarian law
and do more to protect civilians, hospitals and those who are in desperate need of
their services.
Neil Duncan-Jordan: Notwithstanding the hope that we all have of a ceasefire, atrocities
continue to take place daily in Gaza, with the killing of children, the bombing of hospitals
and the threat of banning aid at the end of the month. Will the Secretary of State explain
exactly what the Israeli Government have to do to persuade the UK Government to impose
sanctions, ban all arms sales and recognise the state of Palestine?
David Lammy: Since coming into office we have taken significant action: calling,
of course, for a ceasefire—we have been calling for a ceasefire since December
2023; suspending relevant arms sales, as has been set out by my right hon. Friend
the Minister for Development; and increasing the amount of aid to the Occupied
Palestinian Territories. We are also in steadfast support of UNRWA.
Israel remains an important ally. We have an important trading relationship, worth
£6.1 billion last year and involving 38,000 British jobs. | am sorry; any discussion of
sanctions is just not correct.
James Cleverley (Conservative): | invite the Foreign Secretary to welcome the
appointment of Nawaf Salam and to comment on its implications for our relationship with
Lebanon and Israel and for Iran’s influence in the region. What does he intend to do to
ensure that that positive step improves our relationship with Israel, Lebanon and the
countries in the eastern Mediterranean?
David Lammy: | am very grateful for this opportunity to speak about Lebanon. The
developments in Lebanon over the past few days could transform the region. The
appointment of a new President and a new Prime Minister could provide Lebanon
with the opportunity to see Hezbollah’s capability diminished, which the whole
international community should grab hold of. As the right hon. Member knows from
his time in office, the UK contribution to the Lebanese armed forces is important
and one that the Lebanese treasure. We intend to continue with that and to go
further over the coming months, which | know he will welcome.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/FCBEEDDS-8BD6-4AD7-
A836-25D8FF29F7CC/UKSupportForlsrael

Gaza: Humanitarian Situation
Danny Beales (Labour) [902145] What steps [the Minister] is taking to help improve the
humanitarian situation in Gaza.
Anna Dixon (Labour) [902150] What steps [the Minister] is taking to help improve the
humanitarian situation in Gaza.
Andy McDonald (Labour) [902161] What steps [the Minister] is taking to help improve the



https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/7B548000-1D5B-4213-AE52-7C7BA8369867/EmilyDamari
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/FCBEEDD5-8BD6-4AD7-A836-25D8FF29F7CC/UKSupportForIsrael

humanitarian situation in Gaza.
The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): The scale of humanitarian
suffering in Gaza is catastrophic and unacceptable. The UK condemns Israel's
restrictions on aid in the strongest terms. This is a man-made crisis, and Israel must
act immediately to address it.
Danny Beales: The aid agencies | have spoken to are particularly concerned about access
to medical facilities and critical shortages of medical supplies in Gaza, particularly northern
Gaza. In the light of that, what steps are the Government taking to get additional medical
supplies to Gaza for both Palestinians and Israeli hostages in desperate humanitarian
situations?
Anneliese Dodds: | am grateful to my hon. Friend for raising this incredibly
important issue. In December, | saw for myself in Jordan how medical aid had been
blocked from entering Gaza. As | have said before, the position that the UK
Government have articulated at every possible juncture is that restrictions on
lifesaving aid must end. The UK continues to provide core healthcare relief items,
and has provided 76,000 wound care kits, 1.3 million items of medicine, and critical
funding for UK-Med to run its field hospitals in Gaza.
Anna Dixon: | thank the Minister for her response, and | welcome the Foreign Secretary’s
efforts to secure a sustainable ceasefire and the release of hostages.
Many of my constituents have expressed concern about the recent raid of Kamal Adwan
hospital, which was one of the last healthcare facilities still operating in Gaza. The
hospital’s director, Dr Safiya, was detained along with several of his staff during that raid.
International law prohibits the detention of medical staff in conflict zones. What is the
Minister doing to secure the release of these medical staff so that Gaza’s civilians can
continue to access essential medical care?
Anneliese Dodds: My hon. Friend is right to raise this critically important issue. We
have raised the protection of healthcare facilities and the detention of healthcare
workers directly with the Israeli Government. The Minister for the middle east, my
hon. Friend the Member for Lincoln (Mr Falconer), has specifically raised the
detention of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya with both Israel’'s deputy Foreign Minister and
its ambassador to the UK.
Andy McDonald: The ceasefire that is apparently being progressed is seemingly the same
as the one drafted in May, which was deliberately frustrated by members of the Israeli
Government. Sadly, since that time, hostages and those falsely imprisoned have remained
captive and so many lives have been lost. No doubt the Minister can assure the public
that, should the ceasefire be confirmed, every effort will be made to get aid and supplies
to the Palestinians, particularly those in northern Gaza. Does she agree that this means
that neither Israeli military activity nor Israeli legislation preventing the work of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency can be accepted?
Anneliese Dodds: There absolutely must be a surge of aid into Gaza; that will be
critical after a ceasefire. However, impediments to aid that remain must also be
removed.
The issue of UNRWA has been previously discussed in the House. The UK
Government’s position is that UNRWA must be able to continue to operate. It is the
only organisation with the scale and depth necessary to get that lifesaving aid to
people who need it.
Igbal Mohamed (Independent): UAV Engines Ltd, based in Staffordshire, manufactures
the engines powering the Hermes 450 drone, which is manufactured by Elbit Systems in
the UK and used by the Israeli military in the Gaza strip. Israel regards the Hermes 450 as
a critical asset, providing strike capabilities. Will the Minister confirm whether those drones,
engines or any other parts for the Hermes 450 drone are still being supplied to Israel from
the UK?
Anneliese Dodds: The UK has the most robust arms control regime in any global




comparison. This Government were determined to ensure that we fulfilled our
legal responsibilities and that we assessed, fully and legally, arms exportation
licences. | can confirm to the House that since 2 September there have been no
extant UK export licences for items to Israel that we assess are for use in military
operations in Gaza.
Greg Smith (Conservative): Last week, Hamas fired rockets at the Erez crossing,
demonstrating once again the terror group’s intention to disrupt aid delivery and prolong
the suffering of Gazans, as well as Israelis. What assistance have the UK Government
offered to support repairing that crossing and support Israel as it gets much-needed aid
into Gaza?
Anneliese Dodds: We remain directly in contact with Israel, with UN agencies and
with other partners in the region. That is obviously at ministerial level and also with
our special representative for humanitarian issues in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories. The issues of crossings and their openness and safety have been raised
repeatedly by the special representative and by members of this Government. That
also covers attacks by the terrorists Hamas on those crossings.
Shockat Adam (Independent): While Gaza stands on the verge of absolute annihilation,
the Israeli ambassador to the UK has repeatedly expressed opposition to a two-state
solution, emphasising that that is not a feasible solution. Given that the UK has consistently
expressed support for a two-state solution but does not yet recognise one of the states,
will the Minister clarify any discussions she has had with the Israeli ambassador? ...
Anneliese Dodds: The UK Government’s position is, indeed, that there must be a
two-state solution. The new Government have been determined to do all we can
towards that end. That will include advocating for that solution at every juncture,
including with embassies and, as would be expected, with the Israeli embassy.
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/F566D683-9C20-4CF7-
A195-90BA8A5D07FC/GazaHumanitarianSituation

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Mary Glindon (Labour): The Israeli Government have stated that Israel’s presence in the
Golan heights buffer zone is defensive, limited and temporary. Given that the Israeli
Cabinet has recently approved a financial package to increase the number of illegal
settlements in the Golan heights, what assessment has the Secretary of State made of the
veracity of Israel’s statement?

David Lammy: My hon. Friend will be pleased that | raised this issue directly with

the lIsraeli Foreign Minister yesterday. He wanted to emphasise that this is a

temporary measure in Israel’s national interests, and | emphasised that the Syrian

Foreign Minister had made it clear to me that the Syrians stand by the 1974

commitment and do not want to seek any escalation with their Israeli neighbour.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/1901B678-194E-49E3-
89CA-00A78D006B10/TopicalQuestions#contribution-D8B51600-36C7-4298-8A69-
4BD5A0C7B39E

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Melanie Ward (Labour): Friends in Gaza and across the middle east, together with many
of us here, are all hoping and praying that a ceasefire will happen this time. Does the
Secretary of State agree that the Palestinians of Gaza must be able to move freely to
return to their homes, or what is left of them, regardless of whether they are currently in
Gaza or have fled elsewhere? In the event of a ceasefire, will the UK convene an
international meeting on Gaza'’s reconstruction?

David Lammy: | am grateful to my hon. Friend for continuing to press these issues.

It was very important to be in Israel yesterday to talk about what may come when
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we get that ceasefire, and about the role that the UK of course wants to play both

in ensuring lIsrael's security and in working with other partners to ensure

reconstruction.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/1901B678-194E-49E3-
89CA-00A78D006B10/TopicalQuestions#contribution-6F4FEA63-9022-4CC6-9BCO-
B4954D37BCBE

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Debbie Abrahams (Labour): Will Ministers update the House on the implementation of
the advisory opinion from the ICJ on the Occupied Palestinian Territories, particularly in
relation to the consequences for the UK and other nation states?

Hamish Falconer: We continue to consider the advisory opinion of the ICJ

carefully. It is a far-reaching opinion that took months in the production, and we

hope to be able to report back soon.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/1901B678-194E-49E3-
89CA-00A78D006B10/TopicalQuestions#contribution-FDOFA420-F095-4EF9-A631-
8B3CB3E73903

The ICJ Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at
https://www.icj-cij.orqg/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-202407 19-adv-01-00-en.pdf

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Richard Burgon (Independent): The Foreign Secretary has rightly imposed widespread
sanctions on Russia for its war crimes. Earlier, he responded on the subject of sanctions
on Israel by referring to the fact that talk of war crimes is incorrect because of the value of
trade and Israel’s historic status as an ally. Surely a war crime is a war crime, whoever
commits it. All lives are equal and international law is international law. | invite the Foreign

Secretary to explain to the House the difference of approach between war crimes
committed by Russia and war crimes committed by Israel.
David Lammy: We are on the brink, we hope, of a ceasefire deal. It was important
to be in Israel yesterday, and | remind the hon. Gentleman that this is one of the
toughest regions in the world. | remind him of the malign effect of Iran, just next
door. Hezbollah have been diminished, but they are still there. Hamas have been
diminished, but they are still there. | have to say that it is not right to comment on
sanctions and proscription, but we are talking about an ally.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/1901B678-194E-49E3-
89CA-00A78D006B10/TopicalQuestions#contribution-6A8D9216-CDF0-4B39-9B62-
3885FCEB3F2A

Topical Questions: Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Brian Leishman (Labour): We have millions shoehorned into a confined prison, hundreds
of communities destroyed, thousands of people indiscriminately killed and lifesaving
humanitarian aid being blocked. Will the Foreign Secretary show consistency, judge Israel
on its actions and at last define what Netanyahu’s apartheid regime is doing to Palestinians
as a genocide?
Hamish Falconer: We have set out our position on the designation of genocide, so
| will not enter into that discussion again, but | will respond to my hon. Friend on the
questions of aid access, on which a ministerial colleague has spoken already and
on which we have been consistent. We are clear that not enough aid is getting into
Gaza, and we have been clear with the Israeli Government on our difference on the
conduct of hostilities and of aid access.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/1901B678-194E-49E3-
89CA-00A78D006B10/TopicalQuestions#contribution-236EDOA3-C7F6-465C-A0CO-
FA74689B579D
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Iran
Bob Blackman (Conservative) [902144] What assessment [the Minister] has made of the
potential impact of Iran’s attacks on Israel on regional stability.
Peter Fortune (Conservative) [902154] What diplomatic steps [the Minister] is taking to
help counter potential threats to global stability by Iran.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs (Hamish Falconer): We unequivocally condemn Iran’s
attacks on lIsrael in April and October 2024. These attacks, and Iran’s ongoing
support for its proxies and partners, have destabilised the region and fuelled
escalation. Alongside our allies and partners, we will continue to hold Iran to
account for this behaviour, including through sanctions, addressing lranian
weapons proliferation, and maintaining our permanent defence presence in the
region.
Bob Blackman: ... Clearly, we all hope that there will be a deal to release the hostages
held illegally in Gaza. Given that Hamas, Hezbollah and the Houthis, the proxies of Iran,
are on the brink of defeat, the risk to the region now is that Iran takes direct action. As we
want to see the end of the despotic regime that brutalises the people of Iran, now is the
time for sanctions and the proscription of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps once and
for all. Will the Minister take the necessary action to bring that regime to its knees, so that
democracy can be restored to Iran?
Hamish Falconer: | recognise that the hon. Member has asked questions about
proscribing the IRGC a number of times in this Chamber, and | can assure him that
we are working urgently on measures to take the necessary action to deter the
Iranian state from posing a threat to this country and the region. We will continue
to update the House in due course.
Peter Fortune: With the re-election of President Trump in the US, we are likely to see a
return to his policy of maximum pressure to prevent Iran from developing a nuclear
weapon. What is the Secretary of State’s view on that approach? Will the Government
support our allies in the United States of America?
Hamish Falconer: We continue to work closely with the American Administration,
and we look forward to doing so with the new Administration. It is regrettably true
that Iran’s nuclear programme has never been more advanced, and it threatens
international peace and security. We remain determined that Iran must never
develop a nuclear weapon, and we remain committed to a diplomatic solution to
achieve that.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-14/debates/01EBDD4B-F7D2-4F72-
8142-C62EE7746372/Iran

House of Commons Written Answers

Diplomatic Immunity
Christ Law (SNP) [20632] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs, how many Special Mission Immunity certificates have been (a)
applied for by and (b) granted to each state since 4 March 2013.
Catherine West: Government officials from any country can apply for and be
granted special mission certificates as part of official visits to the UK. As set out in
a Written Ministerial Statement by the former Foreign Secretary dated 4 March
2013, a special mission is a temporary mission, representing a State, which is sent
by one State to another with the consent of the latter, in order to carry out official
engagements on behalf of the sending State. Since 4 March 2013, the FCDO has
received 68 requests for special missions, of which certificates were issued for visits
from the following states: Egypt 35 certificates, Iran 1 certificate, Israel 16
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certificates, Qatar 2 certificates, Rwanda 1 certificate and Saudi Arabia 3

certificates. Certificates were not issued for visits that did not meet the criteria for

special missions, as set out by the former Foreign Secretary in 2013.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20632

Israel: Arms Trade

Apsana Begum (Independent) [20858] To ask the Secretary of State for Business and
Trade, whether the deals announced on 16 December 2024 between the Israel Ministry of
Defence and Elbit Systems for the supply of advanced communication systems to the
Israel Defence Force will include products (a) developed or (b) made by Elbit Systems UK
Ltd.

Douglas Alexander: We cannot comment on individual companies’ commercial

plans. Elbit Systems UK Ltd, like all UK companies, would be required to apply for

an export licence to export military or dual-use items from the UK.

All such applications are assessed against the Strategic Export Licensing Criteria

and under the terms of our current suspension of certain licences to Israel, any

licence application for components that could be used in military operations in Gaza

would currently be refused.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20858

The announcement referred to above can be read at
https://www.facebook.com/IsraelMOD/posts/pfbid02qgqg7abzXWdscsetbGjA9J3zE3uCubV
wB7bLUf1vNf3W6MsVJIhRhtJWKBuUHRIFR6SI

The Criteria referred to above can be read at
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2021-12-08/hcws449

Palestinians: Sovereignty
Chris Webb (Labour) [902156] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential merits of
recognising a Palestinian state.
Hamish Falconer: On 13 January, the Foreign Secretary sat down with President
Abbas to talk about the Labour Party’s longstanding support for the Palestinian
cause. Palestinians must be given a credible route to a Palestinian state which is
the right of the Palestinian people. We will recognise a Palestinian state at a time
that is most conducive to making statehood a reality, and we are working with
partners to support a two-state solution that guarantees security and stability for
both the Palestinian and Israeli people.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/902156

Middle East: Armed Conflict

Wendy Morton (Conservative) [21995] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,

Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking with international

partners to facilitate mediation between parties to reduce conflict in the Middle East.
Hamish Falconer: The UK works closely with regional and international partners
to reduce conflict in the Middle East. The UK is at the forefront of the response to
fast moving events in Syria, engaging regularly with international partners to
support a Syrian-led and Syrian-owned political transition process leading to an
inclusive, non-sectarian and representative government and reduced conflict. The
UK supports political efforts to achieve a lasting solution to the Israeli/Palestinian
conflict. The Foreign Secretary met Israeli Foreign Minister Sa'ar in Israel on 13
January, and stressed to him the urgent need for an immediate ceasefire with all
restrictions on aid to Gaza lifted. In Lebanon, UK support to the Lebanese Armed
Forces underpins the ceasefire conditions agreed in November 2024 and seeks to
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implement UNSCR 1701. In Yemen, the UK supports the UN Special Envoy's office
work on dialogue and mediation. With Qatar, the UK will host a forum to exchange
conflict resolution and mediation expertise to further our joint commitment to peace
in the Middle East.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21995

UNSCR 1701, referred to above, can be read at
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/1701(2006)

Gaza: Ceasefires
Mary Glindon (Labour) [22604] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, what recent diplomatic steps he has taken to encourage a
ceasefire in Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: Since day one, this government has been clear that we need to
see an immediate ceasefire, the release of all hostages cruelly detained by Hamas,
better protection of civilians, significantly more aid consistently entering Gaza, and
a path to long-term peace and stability. The UK has been clear that Israel must act
in accordance with international humanitarian law and protect civilians. The war
must end, and both sides need to show flexibility and do a deal now. We support
the efforts of the US, Egyptian and Qatari negotiators and call on the parties to
return to the negotiation table in a meaningful way. The Foreign Secretary met with
Foreign Minister Sa'ar in Israel on 13 January, and stressed to him the urgent need
for an immediate ceasefire with all restrictions on aid to Gaza lifted. We continue to
raise issues of international humanitarian law compliance in Gaza with the Israeli
Government. | raised this with the Israeli Government on 27 December.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-08/22604

UNRWA

Remarks by Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA Commissioner-General at the Third Meeting
of the Global Alliance for the Implementation of the Two-State Solution

In just two weeks, two laws aimed at ending UNRWA'’s operations in the occupied
Palestinian territory will enter into force.

Full implementation of the laws will ban UNRWA from operating in the “sovereign territory
of Israel” and ban contact between Israeli authorities and the Agency.

The “sovereign territory of Israel” implies, for the Government of Israel, occupied East
Jerusalem, in contradiction to international law and related resolutions of the United
Nations Security Council and General Assembly.

The no-contact policy will effectively end deconfliction for the safe movement in Gaza.

It will also deny international staff visas to enter and work in the occupied Palestinian
territory.

These staff will be compelled to withdraw under protest.

We will however stay and deliver.

UNRWA'’s local staff will remain and continue to provide emergency assistance and, where
possible, education and primary healthcare.

However, continuing to work will come at considerable personal risk for our Palestinian
colleagues.

This is due to the exceptionally hostile operating environment created by the Government
of Israel’s disregard for international law and fierce disinformation campaign against the
Agency.

The Government of Israel has invested significant financial and diplomatic resources in
campaigns that portray UNRWA as a terrorist organisation, and our staff as terrorists or
terrorist sympathizers.
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The absurdity of these claims does not diminish the threat they pose to our staff, who are
increasingly intimidated and harassed by the Israeli authorities. ...
UNRWA and its personnel and services are woven tightly into the social fabric of Gaza.
The disintegration of the Agency will intensify the breakdown of social order.
In the West Bank, the weakening of UNRWA will fuel even greater instability.
Across the occupied Palestinian territory, dismantling UNRWA outside a political process
will irreversibly harm the lives and future of Palestinians. ...
A clear choice lies before us.
We can allow UNRWA to implode as a consequence of the Knesset legislation and the
suspension of funding by key donors.
Or we can allow the Agency to progressively conclude its mandate within the framework
of a political process, ensuring adequate funding for essential services such as education
and primary healthcare. ...
| must reiterate here that UNRWA'’s mandate was always meant to be temporary.
It was foreseen at the Agency’s establishment that it would eventually handover its services
to a Palestinian administration; and that its workforce of teachers, doctors and nurses
would form the backbone of a future Palestinian civil service.
Despite the numerous changes brought by the decades since UNRWA'’s establishment,
this commitment remains unchanged. ...
The challenges that confront us are daunting.
| am convinced that we can only prevail by holding to the principles of multilateralism and
the rules-based international order.
UNRWA is a powerful tool to ensure a viable political transition.
| therefore urge you to do your utmost to shield the Agency from the political attacks and
financial challenges that threaten to abruptly end its lifesaving work.
Though we have very little time left, we cannot afford to fail Palestinian aspirations.
To read the full transcript see
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/remarks-philippe-lazzarini-unrwa-
commissioner-general-third-meeting

TOP

Australia: Antisemitism
Alex Easton (Independent) [22493] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Australian
counterpart on (a) the arson attack on the Adass Israel Synagogue in Melbourne and (b)
changes in the level of antisemitic incidents in Australia,.
Catherine West: We regularly discuss issues relating to Freedom of Religion or
Belief (FORB) with Australia. We condemn antisemitism globally and welcome the
Australian government's condemnation of the global rise in antisemitism, as well as
specific incidents in Australia. We will continue to work closely with allies like
Australia to counter the rise of antisemitism in our own societies and globally.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/22493

Asylum: Palestinians
Ayoub Khan (Independent) [21959] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, what her policy is on the asylum applications of Palestinian refugees who
were formerly residents of Syria and left under the Assad regime.
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Angela Eagle: The Home Office acted swiftly to temporarily pause decisions on
Syrian asylum claims whilst we assess the current situation. This includes Syrian
nationals as well as those who have previously been habitually resident in Syria.
We keep all country guidance relating to asylum claims under constant review so
we can respond to emerging issues.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21959

TOP

46% of Adults Worldwide Hold Significant Antisemitic Beliefs, ADL Poll Finds
Nearly half of all people worldwide hold elevated levels of antisemitic attitudes, according
to the latest Global 100 survey ... The survey found that 46 percent of the world’s adult
population — an estimated 2.2 billion people — harbor deeply entrenched antisemitic
attitudes, more than double compared to ADL'’s first worldwide survey a decade ago and
the highest level on record since ADL started tracking these trends globally. ...

The survey also found that 20 percent of respondents worldwide have not heard about the
Holocaust. Less than half (48 percent) recognize the Holocaust's historical accuracy,
which falls to 39 percent among 18- to 34-year-olds, highlighting a worrying demographic
trend. Respondents younger than 35 also have elevated levels of antisemitic sentiments
(50 percent), 13 percentage points higher than respondents over 50. ...

According to the survey, the countries and territories with the highest Index Scores include
the West Bank and Gaza (97%), Kuwait (97%), and Indonesia (96%), while those with the
lowest Index Scores are Sweden (5%), Norway (8%), Canada (8%), and the Netherlands
(8%).

“‘Antisemitic tropes and beliefs are becoming alarmingly normalized across societies
worldwide. This dangerous trend is not just a threat to Jewish communities—it’s a warning
to us all. Even in countries with the lowest levels of antisemitic attitudes globally, we've
seen many antisemitic incidents perpetrated by an emboldened small, vocal and violent
minority. ...” said Marina Rosenberg, ADL Senior Vice President for International Affairs.
In addition to the 11 Index questions, the survey asked other questions related to Jews, as
well as attitudes towards Israel and engagement with Israeli people and businesses. While
sentiments toward Israel are mixed, more than seven in ten respondents believe their
country should have diplomatic relationships with Israel (71%) and welcome tourists from
Israel (75%). Notably, over two thirds of respondents (67%) do not want their country to
boycott Israeli products and businesses. ...

The fight against antisemitism requires countries to adopt and implement a whole-of-
society strategy that involves all levels of government, corporations, academia, civil
society, and the public. While no one action or policy can end antisemitism, ADL urges
governments, as well as international and non-governmental organizations, to adopt and
implement the Global Guidelines for Countering Antisemitism, just as scores of
governments and organizations around the world have already done to mitigate the threat
and protect Jewish communities. ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.adl.org/resources/press-release/46-adults-worldwide-hold-significant-
antisemitic-beliefs-adl-poll-finds
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The ADL Global 100: Index of Antisemitism, January 2025
https://www.adl.org/adl-global-100-index-antisemitism

TOP

Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/384 3

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
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** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Amendment Paper
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/57672/documents/5593

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes today

Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date
15 January 2025)

https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025)
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes

TOP

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438
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