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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme 

Chi Onwurah (Labour) [21601] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, what assessment she has made of the potential impact of the Listed Places of 
Worship Grant Scheme on religious minority groups. 
Chi Onwurah (Labour) [21602] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, if she will make an assessment of the potential impact of building repair costs on 
inner-city congregations of listed places of worship. 

Chris Bryant: The Department monitors the implementation and impact of the 
grant scheme through the regular reporting of the grant administrator. Since 2010, 
the grant scheme has returned over £350 million to listed places of worship across 
the UK. The scheme has supported both rural and city based places of worship, 
and places of worship of a range of denominations. As well as making awards to 
Christian places of worship, since August 2022, the Listed Places of Grant Scheme 
has awarded more than £3 million to 416 Non-Christian listed places of worship. 
This includes Buddhist, Jewish, Islamic, Hindu and other denominations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21601  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21602  
 

Information about the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, referred to above, can be read at 
https://listed-places-of-worship-grant.dcms.gov.uk/  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions 

John McDonnell (Independent) [633] Right to protest outside the BBC – That this 
House is alarmed by attempts by the Metropolitan Police to prevent an agreed march for 
Palestine from  protesting  at  the  BBC on 18 January 2025; notes the route for the march  
 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21601
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21602
https://listed-places-of-worship-grant.dcms.gov.uk/
https://www.scojec.org/index.html


 2 

 

 

was confirmed with the police nearly two months ago and as agreed with them was publicly 
announced on 30 November 2024; believes that the BBC is rightly accountable to the 
public and that police powers should not be used to shield it from democratic scrutiny; 
rejects the Metropolitan Police’s claim the march could cause disruption to a nearby 
synagogue noting that the nearest synagogue to the BBC is not even on the march route; 
further notes that the Metropolitan Police themselves have acknowledged that there has 
not been a single incident of any threat to a synagogue attached to any of the previous 
marches for Palestine, and that thousands of Jewish people have been joining the 
protests, many of them part of an organised Jewish bloc; notes that since these restrictions 
were announced nearly 200 MPs, trade union and civil society leaders and groups 
including Amnesty International UK and Liberty, Holocaust survivors and their 
descendants, lawyers, journalists and prominent cultural figures as well as over 700 
members of the British Jewish community have spoken out in support of the right to 
protest; and, therefore, calls on the Government to urge the Metropolitan Police to drop 
these repressive restrictions and allow the planned protest to take place at the BBC. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/62984  
 
David Pinto-Duschinsky (Labour) [618] 94th birthday of Rabbi Bernd Koschland – 
That this House congratulates Rabbi Bernd Koschland on his 94th birthday; recognises 
his huge contribution to Holocaust education as a survivor of the Kindertransport that saw 
him awarded an MBE; lauds his decades-long service to the Jewish community across the 
UK and his work as an teacher; celebrates his power as a story teller, his warmth, his 
kindness, his humanity and his wit; thanks him for the light he has brought into so many 
lives; and wishes him many happy returns. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/62971  
 
 

Welsh Government 

Report into racism in secondary schools: government response 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/report-into-racism-
secondary-schools-government-response.pdf 

 

The report to which the Welsh Government is responding can be read at 
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CCfW-Spotlight-Report-
%E2%80%93-Racism-in-Schools_231123.pdf  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also Early Day Motion 633 “Right to protest outside the BBC” that is included 
in the Home Affairs section above. 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Violence against Women and Girls 
Steve Witherden (Labour): Palestinian women detained in Israeli prisons face sexual 
assault, beatings and threats of rape and death, according to United Nations reports. Given 
our commitment to tackling violence against women and girls, what discussions is the 
Minister having with Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office colleagues about 
the implications of the gender-based violence faced by Palestinians, particularly as Israel  
 

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/62984
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/62971
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/report-into-racism-secondary-schools-government-response.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2025-01/report-into-racism-secondary-schools-government-response.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CCfW-Spotlight-Report-%E2%80%93-Racism-in-Schools_231123.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CCfW-Spotlight-Report-%E2%80%93-Racism-in-Schools_231123.pdf
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continues to deny access to detention sites? 
Jess Phillips: I thank my hon. Friend for his question. My FCDO colleagues sit on 
the violence against women and girls sub-group for the mission, and I have every 
faith that they take the issues that he talks about incredibly seriously. We have to 
protect women the world over. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/BE958286-5BFF-4C88-
9106-5E34576BBDF9/ViolenceAgainstWomenAndGirls#contribution-B0298CD9-A3ED-
4E45-8930-0D67320B6E36  
 

Topical Questions: Home Department 
Laurence Turner (Labour): Since October 2023, my constituent has been separated from 
her husband and the father of her children, who is a Palestinian citizen of the state of 
Israel. I have deep concerns about the Home Office’s handling of this case, and it has not 
replied to my last two representations. Will the Minister agree to look into this case? 

Seema Malhotra: I thank my hon. Friend for raising that case, and I am very happy 
to meet him to discuss the issues he has raised. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/5DB2C9EE-E57C-4346-
8AF0-65DEA45ADC79/TopicalQuestions#contribution-59A83ADB-9092-4158-9A43-
9FEA8A56AF35  
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Visits Abroad 
Chris Law (SNP) [20977] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs, whether the Minister for Development met representatives of the 
Israeli Government during her visit to Israel in December 2024. 

Anneliese Dodds: I met Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Sharren Haskel and Yuli 
Edelstein, Chair of Israel's Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee, during my 
official visit to Israel in December 2024. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/20977  
 

Visas: Israel 
Laurence Turner (Labour) [902121] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, what assessment she has made of the adequacy of how her Department 
processes visa applications submitted by Arab citizens of Israel. 

Seem a Malhotra: Mr Speaker, applications submitted by citizens of Israel, Arab or 
otherwise, are assessed against the requirements of the Immigration Rules on their 
individual merits. 
As part of any visa application assessment, consideration is given in cases involving 
compelling, compassionate, and exceptional circumstances. 
Those who wish to travel to the UK can do so via the existing range of visa routes 
available to visit, work, study or join family in the UK. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/902121 
 

Gaza: Conflict Resolution 
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [21992] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, with reference to the oral contribution of the 
Minister for Development of 28 November 2024 on UK Leadership on Sudan, Official 
Report, column 945, what discussions he has had with his international counterparts on 
the Jeddah process; and if he will make an assessment of the effectiveness of those 
discussions for making progress to a sustainable end to the conflict in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer:  The  Foreign  Secretary  has discussed  the  situation  in Sudan  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/BE958286-5BFF-4C88-9106-5E34576BBDF9/ViolenceAgainstWomenAndGirls#contribution-B0298CD9-A3ED-4E45-8930-0D67320B6E36
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/BE958286-5BFF-4C88-9106-5E34576BBDF9/ViolenceAgainstWomenAndGirls#contribution-B0298CD9-A3ED-4E45-8930-0D67320B6E36
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/BE958286-5BFF-4C88-9106-5E34576BBDF9/ViolenceAgainstWomenAndGirls#contribution-B0298CD9-A3ED-4E45-8930-0D67320B6E36
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/5DB2C9EE-E57C-4346-8AF0-65DEA45ADC79/TopicalQuestions#contribution-59A83ADB-9092-4158-9A43-9FEA8A56AF35
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/5DB2C9EE-E57C-4346-8AF0-65DEA45ADC79/TopicalQuestions#contribution-59A83ADB-9092-4158-9A43-9FEA8A56AF35
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-13/debates/5DB2C9EE-E57C-4346-8AF0-65DEA45ADC79/TopicalQuestions#contribution-59A83ADB-9092-4158-9A43-9FEA8A56AF35
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/20977
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-07/902121
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with both his US and Saudi counterparts this past week. The UK has consistently 
called upon the warring parties to fully implement the commitments made in the 
Jeddah Declaration and commit in good faith to mediation talks, including through 
the UN Security Council resolution we co-penned with Sierra Leone, which was 
cynically vetoed by Russia in November. We will continue to pursue all diplomatic 
avenues, including as UN Security Council penholder on Sudan, to maintain 
collective pressure on both sides to protect civilians, allow unrestricted 
humanitarian access, and commit to a sustained and meaningful peace process. 
On the conflict in Gaza, this government has been clear; we are committed to 
pursuing a lasting solution to the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict, including through 
achieving a two-state solution. We continue to support efforts to this end through 
our aid programmes, which assist civil society in Israel and Palestine on a range of 
issues, including peacebuilding and conflict resolution. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21992  
 

The oral contribution referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-11-28/debates/118B53B7-5ADE-48BB-
B3F3-F93BCD2B0B4F/UKLeadershipOnSudan#contribution-0656E11C-2552-4487-
BA2D-02CDD04FDACF  
 

Gaza: Hostage Taking 
Adam Jogee (Labour) [21769] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what steps the Government has taken to help secure the release 
of the remaining hostages in Gaza since 19 December 2024. 

Hamish Falconer: Securing an immediate ceasefire and the safe release of all 
hostages, including Emily Damari and three other hostages with strong links to the 
UK, remains the UK's top priority. We have continuously supported hostage talks, 
and we continue to work alongside our allies and partners in the region, exercising 
every possible diplomatic lever to see them immediately released. Since 19 
December 2024, the Foreign Secretary has talked to several of his counterparts 
from across the region. On 6 January, the Foreign Secretary spoke to the Prime 
Minister of Qatar, Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, offered UK 
support for negotiations, and stressed the importance of securing a ceasefire to 
enable the safe return of Emily Damari and the three other UK-linked hostages and 
see an end to the war in Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21769  
 

Gaza: Armed Conflict 
Adam Jogee (Labour) [21768] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what steps the Government has taken to help stop the loss of 
life in Gaza since 19 December 2024. 

Hamish Falconer: We have raised protection of civilians and the destruction of 
health infrastructure repeatedly with the Israeli government, most recently on 3 
January. The UK has announced £112 million for the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) so far this financial year, including £41million for UNWRA, 
providing vital services to civilians in Gaza and the West Bank, and to Palestinians 
across the region.  In July, we announced £5.5m in funding to UK-Med for operating 
their field hospitals. UK-Med have now provided vital care to over 300,000 Gazans 
since the start of the conflict. 
Securing an immediate ceasefire, the safe release of all hostages and urgent action 
to address the humanitarian crisis remains the UK's top priority. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21768  
 

The announcement referred to above can be read at 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21992
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-11-28/debates/118B53B7-5ADE-48BB-B3F3-F93BCD2B0B4F/UKLeadershipOnSudan#contribution-0656E11C-2552-4487-BA2D-02CDD04FDACF
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-11-28/debates/118B53B7-5ADE-48BB-B3F3-F93BCD2B0B4F/UKLeadershipOnSudan#contribution-0656E11C-2552-4487-BA2D-02CDD04FDACF
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-11-28/debates/118B53B7-5ADE-48BB-B3F3-F93BCD2B0B4F/UKLeadershipOnSudan#contribution-0656E11C-2552-4487-BA2D-02CDD04FDACF
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21769
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21768
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-
gaza-on-first-visit-to-the-middle-east  
 

Hussam Abu Safiya 
Simon Opher (Labour) [21720] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart about 
Dr Hussam Abu Safiya. 

Hamish Falconer: We are concerned by the reports of the IDF operation at Kamal 
Adwan hospital, and the reported detention of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya and others. 
In recent weeks, I have raised this case with both Israel's Ambassador to the UK, 
and Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Haskel. Israel must allow medical staff to carry 
out their work unimpeded, and to travel around Gaza as needed. On 27 December 
I underlined to Israel's government that the situation in Northern Gaza cannot 
continue and raised our serious concern about repeated strikes on Kamal Adwan 
hospital, and the safety of civilians and medical workers there. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21720  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Republic of Ireland 
Lord Elliott of Ballinamallard (UUP) [HL3535] To ask His Majesty's Government whether 
they will provide any consular support to citizens of Israel in the Republic of Ireland, 
following the closure of Israel’s Embassy in Dublin. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office (FCDO) and UK embassies, high commissions and consulates provide 
consular assistance to British nationals abroad who need our support. An Israeli 
national would only be eligible for FCDO consular support in Ireland if they also 
held British nationality. Israeli/British dual nationals would be entitled to full FCDO 
consular services in Ireland. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/hl3535 
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Hussam Abu Safiya 

Lord Alderdice (Liberal Democrat) [HL3707] To ask His Majesty's Government what 
representations they have made to the government of Israel on the safety and release of 
Dr Hussam Abu Safiyeh, director of Kamal Adwan Hospital in Gaza; and what 
representations they have made to facilitate him to re-institute emergency medical 
facilities. 
Lord Oates (Liberal Democrat) [HL3753] To ask His Majesty's Government 
what representations they have made to the government of Israel regarding the 
whereabouts and safety Dr Hussam Abu Safiya, the director of Kamal Adwan Hospital. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: We are concerned by the reports of the IDF operation 
at Kamal Adwan hospital, and the reported detention of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya and 
others. In recent weeks, the Minister for the Middle East raised this case, along with 
the wider need to ensure healthcare facilities in northern Gaza are protected, and 
to enable WHO and ICRC access, with both Israel's Ambassador to the UK, and 
Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Haskel. Israel must allow medical staff to carry out 
their work unimpeded, and to travel around Gaza as needed. On 27 December, the 
Minister for the Middle East made it clear to Israel's government that the situation 
in Northern Gaza cannot continue and raised our serious concern about repeated 
strikes on Kamal Adwan hospital, and the safety of civilians and medical workers 
there. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-gaza-on-first-visit-to-the-middle-east
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/foreign-secretary-calls-for-immediate-ceasefire-in-gaza-on-first-visit-to-the-middle-east
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21720
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/hl3535
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Furthermore as the Minister for the Middle East reiterated on the 8th of January, 
Israel must urgently clarify the reasons for detaining health workers in Gaza, 
including Hassam Abu Safiya and Mohammed Hamouda, to ensure Gazans have 
access to effective healthcare and that civilians are protected at all costs. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3707  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3753  
 

The Minister for the Middle East’s comment referred to above (made on 7th not 8th January) 
can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-
835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692  
 

Developing Countries: Food Insecurity 
Baroness Anelay of St Johns (Conservative) [HL2340] To ask His Majesty's 
Government, further to the World Food Programme and Food and Agriculture Organization 
for the United Nations joint report Hunger Hotspots: FAO-WFP early warnings on acute 
food insecurity, published on 5 June, what steps they are taking to prevent further food 
insecurity in the 22 countries mentioned; and assistance they will provide to (1) Haiti, (2) 
Mali, (3) Palestine, (4) South Sudan, and (5) Sudan, who were found to be at the highest 
risk of famine. 

Lord Collins of Highbury: The UK is deeply concerned by the findings of the 2024 
Hunger Hotspots report. We are the third largest government donor to the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and in 2024 have contributed over $600 million (£495 
million) to WFP programmes, including in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
(OPT), Sudan, South Sudan and Haiti. In November 2024, the UK doubled its 
support for those affected by the war in Sudan and we committed £112 million to 
the OPTs this financial year. On 30 December 2024, the Minister for International 
Development announced further humanitarian assistance to vulnerable 
communities, including up to £8 million for Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-06/hl2340  
 

 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Correspondence with the Foreign Secretary relating to hostages held by Hamas, 
dated 08/01/2025 and 13/12/2024 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46243/documents/232133/default/  
 
Correspondence with the Foreign Secretary relating to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, dated 08/01/2025 and 18/12/2024 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46244/documents/232149/default/ 
 
Correspondence from UNRWA relating to Israel-Palestine, dated 06/01/2025 
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46245/documents/232163/default/  
 
 

House of Commons International Development Committee 

Written evidence: Breaking the Silence 
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/133042/default/ 
 
 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3707
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/hl3753
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-06/hl2340
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46243/documents/232133/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46244/documents/232149/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/46245/documents/232163/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/133042/default/
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House of Commons Library Briefings 

Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories in 2023-25: UN, ICC and ICJ 
statements and actions 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10131/CBP-10131.pdf  
 
A new President for Lebanon: What next in 2025? 
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/a-new-president-for-lebanon-what-next-in-2025/  
 
 

House of Lords Library Briefing 

What is the current situation for healthcare in Gaza? Infrastructure damage, risks to 
health, and UK government response 
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/what-is-the-current-situation-for-healthcare-in-gaza-
infrastructure-damage-risks-to-health-and-uk-government-response/  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

David Lammy Glad to meet with @gidonsaar to stress the urgent need for an immediate 
ceasefire with all hostages immediately released & all restrictions on aid to Gaza lifted. I 
urged Israel not to endanger @UNRWA's ability to operate, and to prevent the collapse of 
the humanitarian response. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878816751099761062  
 
David Lammy Today in Israel I met with @DamariMandy and the families of the hostages 
with strong UK-links. This Government is using every diplomatic lever, and leaving no 
stone unturned, in our efforts to bring Emily and her fellow hostages home. All the hostages 
must be released now. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878884858111672377  
 
David Lammy Imminent Israeli legislation means @UNRWA faces a cliff edge in their 
ability to support Palestinian refugees across the West Bank and Gaza. Today I met with 
them to reiterate our firm support. Israel must prevent the further collapse of humanitarian 
operations in Gaza. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878929950826504229 
 
David Lammy I reiterated the UK's steadfast support to the Palestinian Authority to 
President Abbas, as they implement much-needed reforms. We will do all we can to bring 
this conflict to an end and support a path to a two-state solution. An empowered PA is vital 
to achieving this. [plus photo] 
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878824876418675125  
 
 

Welsh Senedd Oral Answers 

The Values of the People of Wales 
Sioned Williams (Plaid Cymru) [OQ62125] How is the Welsh Government working with 
the UK Government to ensure the values of the people of Wales are represented on the 
international stage?  

The First Minister (Eluned Morgan): Our mandate is to promote the Welsh values 
set  out  in  our  international  strategy,  which  are  embedded  in  our  international  

 

https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10131/CBP-10131.pdf
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/a-new-president-for-lebanon-what-next-in-2025/
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/what-is-the-current-situation-for-healthcare-in-gaza-infrastructure-damage-risks-to-health-and-uk-government-response/
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/what-is-the-current-situation-for-healthcare-in-gaza-infrastructure-damage-risks-to-health-and-uk-government-response/
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878816751099761062
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878884858111672377
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878929950826504229
https://x.com/DavidLammy/status/1878824876418675125
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engagement  across  Government.  Our    overseas   offices,   co-located   with   UK 

 Government, are working together on a daily basis to promote Wales, and this 
includes our values. 

Sioned Williams:  … At the beginning of the new year, people in all parts of Wales 
gathered outside the major hospitals of Wales to draw attention to the health workers who 
have been killed, injured or imprisoned by Israel's armed forces in Gaza. Hospitals are of 
course protected under international humanitarian law. The attacks on healthcare facilities 
and health workers are considered to be war crimes. Amongst them was Dr Hussam Abu 
Safiyya, a director at the last remaining hospital in north Gaza, attacked by the Israeli 
armed forces. The people attending these vigils were calling on the Welsh Government to 
speak out. 
So, will you listen on behalf of the people of Wales, condemn Israel's attacks on hospital 
in Gaza, and call on the UK Government to demand the release of Dr Abu Safiyya and 
every other health worker illegally detained by Israel? 
As we hear that a possible ceasefire is on the horizon, will you ensure, as the Scottish 
Government has, that your nation's voice is clearly heard, advocating for peace and justice 
for the people of Palestine, now and in future and call on the Westminster Government to 
cease the sale of arms to Israel until a permanent and robust ceasefire has been agreed? 

The First Minister:  … The third strand of our international strategy does promote 
Wales as a globally responsible nation, and that includes values of things such as 
human rights, and we haven't seen much of that in the Middle East or in Ukraine 
recently. As I've said previously, I've raised this at a British-Irish summit recently, 
and the Prime Minister was in attendance. I called early on for a ceasefire, and of 
course, we should stand with those health workers in Palestine. 
I'm sure that everyone is pleased to see that there are signs of a possible ceasefire, 
and that will be possible between Israel and Hamas; we should all pray that that 
does happen. I think the people of that area have suffered enough, but of course, 
generally speaking, international issues are the responsibility of the UK 
Government, but I will be ensuring that my voice is heard as one who is very eager  

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14804#C642563 
 

The International Strategy, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/international-strategy-for-
wales-v1.pdf  
 

 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

Al Jazeera ban represents dangerous precedent, risks contributing to impunity for 
human rights violations: Experts 
… “We are deeply alarmed by this attack on freedom of expression by the Palestinian 
Authority,” the experts said. 
“To shut down a prominent international media outlet and one of the biggest in the region 
is a disproportionate, unnecessary and severe restriction of freedom of expression and 
obstructs the right to information of the Palestinian people and regional and global 
audiences,” the experts said. 
On 1 January 2025, the Palestinian Attorney-General ordered the suspension of Al 
Jazeera in the occupied Palestinian territory. The decision prohibits Al Jazeera’s 
broadcasts and operations including the work of its affiliate journalists, employees and 
crews for allegedly “inciting content, misinformation, sedition and interference in 
Palestinian internal affairs.” 
The suspension followed a letter from the Palestinian Minister of Culture, based on a 
decision issued by the Tripartite Committee – a specialised ministerial committee that 
includes the ministries of culture,  interior and communications – responsible for licensing  

 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/14804#C642563
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/international-strategy-for-wales-v1.pdf
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/international-strategy-for-wales-v1.pdf
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ground and satellite radio and television stations. 

On 5 January the Magistrate Court of Ramallah ordered the closure of several highly 
popular Al Jazeera websites for four months, including aljazeera.net, aljazeera.net/live, 
aljazeera360.com and global.ajplus.net on grounds that their published material “threaten 
national security and incite the commission of crimes.” 
“We note with serious concern that the decision by the Palestinian Authority to ban Al 
Jazeera came after the outlet’s critical reporting on the violent crackdown by Palestinian 
security forces since 5 December 2024 in the Jenin Refugee Camp and across the 
occupied West Bank. At least eight Palestinians were killed in the violence, including a 
young female journalist,” the experts said. 
“The decision to ban Al Jazeera on the basis of vague and unsubstantiated allegations 
amidst escalating violence and human rights violations suggests that the real objective of 
the Palestinian Authority is to block international scrutiny and silence uncomfortable 
criticism,” they said. 
“Free and independent media, including the presence of international media, is of vital 
importance to ensure transparency and accountability for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
“The Palestinian Authority must not follow the path of the Israeli government, which banned 
Al Jazeera in Israel and the Occupied Territory and closed its office in Ramallah last year 
and has blocked access to Gaza for the international media,” the experts said. 
“Without independent reporting, potential human rights abuses and violations of 
international law may go unreported, creating an environment where impunity thrives,” 
they said. “We call on the Palestinian Authority to respect its international obligations and 
uphold media freedom by removing the ban on Al Jazeera.” 
The experts have raised concerns on freedom of expression and crack down journalists 
with the Israeli and Palestinian Government. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/al-jazeera-ban-represents-dangerous-
precedent-risks-contributing-impunity  

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Ian Byrne (Independent) [21415] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what steps he is taking to promote freedom of 
religion and belief internationally. 

Anneliese Dodds: The UK remains strongly committed to freedom of religion or 
belief (FoRB) for all abroad. It is our firm opinion that no one should live in fear 
because of what they do or do not believe in. We are championing the right to FoRB 
and promoting tolerance and mutual respect through our engagement in multilateral 
fora, our bilateral work, and our programme funding, including the FCDO John 
Bunyan Fund, a designated programme for FoRB-focused overseas projects. The 
appointment of David Smith MP as the Special Envoy for FoRB is a clear signal of 
the UK's ongoing commitment to these efforts. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/21415  
 

TOP 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/al-jazeera-ban-represents-dangerous-precedent-risks-contributing-impunity
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/al-jazeera-ban-represents-dangerous-precedent-risks-contributing-impunity
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/21415
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0110.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0110.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0110.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes tomorrow 
Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date 
15 January 2025) 
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  
 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes  

TOP 

https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes

