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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Point of Order 

Point of Order 
Shockat Adam (Independent): On a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. The Leader 
of the Opposition said: 
“The Labour party has adopted the APPG definition of ‘Islamophobia’. The same APPG 
report said that talking about sex groomers was an example of Islamophobia.”—[Official 
Report, 8 January 2025; Vol. 759, c. 839.] 
That is an inaccurate description of the all-party parliamentary group on British Muslims’ 
definition of Islamophobia. Its definition cites the example of using the symbols and images 
associated with classic Islamophobia to characterise Muslims as sex groomers. Can the 
Leader of the Opposition return to the Chamber to correct the record and confirm whether 
she agrees that characterising Muslims as sex groomers is indeed an example of 
Islamophobia? 

Madam Deputy Speaker (Nusrat Ghani): I am grateful to the hon. Member for 
giving notice of his point of order. As he will know, the Chair is not responsible for 
the Leader of the Opposition’s comments in the Chamber, but he has succeeded 
in putting his point on the record, and no doubt that statement has been heard. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/9CE1529C-FA0F-4638-
A07A-14212DDDB668/PointOfOrder  

 

Information about the APPG definition of islamophobia, referred to above, can be read at 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6
170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf  

TOP 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=759&ColumnNumber=839&House=1&ExternalId=2A27D19D-10D6-40C1-9B98-0B00343AE80D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=759&ColumnNumber=839&House=1&ExternalId=2A27D19D-10D6-40C1-9B98-0B00343AE80D
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/9CE1529C-FA0F-4638-A07A-14212DDDB668/PointOfOrder
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/9CE1529C-FA0F-4638-A07A-14212DDDB668/PointOfOrder
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599c3d2febbd1a90cffdd8a9/t/5bfd1ea3352f531a6170ceee/1543315109493/Islamophobia+Defined.pdf
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Bob Blackman (Conservative) … We have a heavily subscribed request for a debate on 
Holocaust Memorial Day, which takes place on 27 January. Obviously, the Leader of the 
House has not announced the dates for debates during that period, but it would be helpful 
for all Members if she could indicate whether she will allow a debate either on the 27th or 
on one of the two relevant Thursdays. This will be the 80th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, and sadly many of the survivors will not live to see another significant 
memorial day, so I hope that she will be able to facilitate a debate. … 

Lucy Powell: … On a Holocaust Memorial Day debate, while I am unable to confirm 
the date of 27 January for the hon. Gentleman right now, I recognise the importance 
of the issue and how time sensitive it is, this year of all years. If he bears with me, 
I am sure we can continue to have that conversation outside the Chamber. … 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/A2E29EF3-D0B9-46EA-
BC61-51BBB6253041/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-410CB9BF-2C19-4F44-B1D0-
A74F86841F5C  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the FCDO press release “The Locarno Speech by the Foreign Secretary: 
January 2025” that is included in the Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Impact of Conflict on Women and Girls 
col 403WH Alice Macdonald (Labour Co-op): … It only takes turning on the news or 
scrolling on social media to see that conflict is raging all around us, from Gaza to Sudan 
to Ukraine. There are many other conflicts that we barely speak about any more, such as 
that in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Women and girls continue to be 
disproportionately affected by conflict. According to the UN, in 2023 an estimated 612 
million women and girls lived within 50 km of a conflict—an increase of 41% since 2015. … 
The proportion of women killed in armed conflicts doubled in 2023, compared to the 
previous year. Sexual violence in conflict has also risen dramatically, with UN-verified 
cases soaring by 50% … Half of those displaced because of persecution, conflict and 
violence are women and girls who are forced to live far from home or in refugee camps, 
where often they are still not safe. … 
col 405WH Let me turn to Gaza; … there are 50,000 pregnant women in Gaza right now 
who cannot access the care that they need. Imagine giving birth in the hell that is Gaza 
right now. If the ban on the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East goes ahead at the end of this month, that will have a devastating 
impact on everybody, including women and girls … 
col 406WH … I am sure that we all have in our minds different women and girls who are 
impacted by conflict, such the Yazidi women; the girls abducted by Boko Haram; the Israeli 
women slaughtered and raped on 7 October; the women and girls living in hell in Gaza 
right now, where nowhere and nobody is safe; the women of Ukraine; the women of Iran; 
and the women of Syria who are hopeful for a better tomorrow. … 

 

col 407WH  Laura  Kyrke-Smith  (Labour): … Nebal  Farsakh  from  the  Palestine  Red  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/A2E29EF3-D0B9-46EA-BC61-51BBB6253041/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-410CB9BF-2C19-4F44-B1D0-A74F86841F5C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/A2E29EF3-D0B9-46EA-BC61-51BBB6253041/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-410CB9BF-2C19-4F44-B1D0-A74F86841F5C
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/A2E29EF3-D0B9-46EA-BC61-51BBB6253041/BusinessOfTheHouse#contribution-410CB9BF-2C19-4F44-B1D0-A74F86841F5C
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Crescent told us at the [International Development] Committee evidence session: “Almost 
60,000 pregnant women in Gaza are lacking everything. They are malnourished, not able 
to receive the food they need and not even receiving the proper healthcare service they 
deserve. They are living in shelters, thousands of people are sharing one toilet … 
As well as that, “because of the collapsing healthcare system, as a pregnant woman, you 
barely have the luxury of delivering your baby in a hospital.” If pregnant women are “lucky 
enough” to, they cannot stay and “many women have had c-sections without anaesthesia 
because it had run out.” … 
col 408WH Israeli authorities have denied entry to many of those critical supplies, including 
anaesthesia supplies, oxygen cylinders, ventilators and other medicines. According to 
UNRWA, of the total—extremely limited—humanitarian supplies that have entered Gaza 
since October 2023, just 2% were medical supplies. On 4 November last year, the United 
Nations Population Fund announced that attacks on hospitals have forced the only 
functioning neonatal intensive care unit in northern Gaza to close. The denial of access to 
newborn and maternal healthcare and the removal of the conditions necessary to give 
birth safely represent a grave threat to the survival of pregnant women, and Palestinians 
more widely, in Gaza. … 
In Gaza, women make up 70% of frontline healthcare workers and 60% of caregivers. We 
know that that can lead to improved healthcare outcomes. … 

 

col 411WH Jim Shannon (DUP): … Some of the horrors of 7 October come to mind. Last 
year at Easter, I visited Israel, including some camps where the people were brutalised 
and the women sexually abused. Some women were burned; their bodies were burnt to a 
cinder. I find such things incompatible with life; the life that I lead is certainly very different 
from the lives of the people who carry out such crimes. … 

 

col 414WH Patricia Ferguson (Labour): … We have already heard … about the current 
situation in Gaza, which, as we know, is unconscionable. It is estimated that almost 50 
mothers and their children are killed every day. According to World Health Organisation 
estimates, 183 women give birth every day and, as we have heard, many are enduring C-
sections without anaesthesia or other medicines. Ironically, many of the supplies that could 
resolve that problem are probably sitting at the borders, in the convoys that we know have 
been sent by international agencies and Governments, including our own, and could be 
put to use. So desperate is the need that it is just outrageous that those supplies are not 
being allowed to reach the people who need them so badly. … 

 

col 417WH Sharon Hodgson (Labour): … I will focus on the terrible war in Israel and 
Gaza, the sexual violence against Israeli women and girls committed by Hamas on 7 
October 2023, and the sexual violence against Palestinian women and girls since then. 
As many of the victims on 7 October were murdered or died from their wounds, we may 
never have an exact picture of what happened in that murderous attack. What we do know 
is that Hamas’s violence against Israeli women was a well-documented case of mass, 
organised sexual violence, not least because the perpetrators proudly filmed, advertised 
and celebrated their crimes. One account from a first responder at Kibbutz Be’eri reported 
“piles and piles” of dead women who were “completely naked” from the waist down as well 
as horrific sexual mutilation. 
Rami Shmuel, an organiser of the Supernova music festival and a witness of the massacre, 
in which 360 people—mostly Israelis—were murdered, saw female victims with no clothes 
as he escaped. He said: “Their legs were spread out and some of them were butchered.” 
Another Supernova survivor, Yoni Saadon, reported seeing “eight or 10 of the fighters 
beating and raping” one woman. She also said: “When they finished they were laughing, 
and the last one shot her in the head.” 
These were not random acts, but a systematic effort that the women’s rights campaigner 
Professor Ruth Halperin-Kaddari has characterised as a “premeditated plan to use sexual 
violence as a weapon of war.” 
 



 4 

 

We must also take a moment to recognise that Hamas’s sexual violence may even be 
ongoing. Around 100 Israelis —the figure may be just under that, according to last night’s 
news—remain held hostage in Gaza, of whom we know 12 are women and girls. Reports 
have indicated and survivors have confirmed that both female and male hostages have 
been subjected to sexual assault in their 424 days in captivity. 
Likewise, I remain gravely concerned about the sexual violence that Palestinian women 
and girls have endured and continue to endure in this ongoing conflict. Credible reports 
from UN experts highlight that Palestinian women and girls in detention have been subject 
to multiple forms of sexual assault, including being stripped naked and searched by male 
Israeli officers. Photos of these vulnerable Palestinian women in degrading circumstances 
have also reportedly been taken and uploaded online by members of the Israeli army. 
col 418WH Reem Alsalem, the UN special rapporteur on violence against women and girls, 
argued that all those numbers are, in fact, likely to be even higher due to the secrecy with 
which the assaults take place and the stigma around reporting sexual violence and rape, 
which discourages women from speaking out—something that exists wherever they are in 
the world. … 
The Israeli women and girls subjected to sexual violence on 7 October 2023 were met with 
deafening silence from many agencies and organisations founded to support victims. 
Many organisations initially ignored or minimised Hamas’s crimes of sexual violence, or 
even doubted that they had even taken place. UN Women issued multiple statements 
following 7 October, none of which made reference to the sexual violence of that day. The 
UN special rapporteur on violence against women and girls blandly expressed concern 
about “reports of sexual violence that may have occurred since 7 October committed by 
State and non-State actors against Israelis and Palestinians.” 
Worse, many supposed feminists dismissed discussion of Hamas’s rape as colonial 
feminism and unverified accusations; the latter will be all too familiar to those victims brave 
enough to report their experiences, whether in conflict zones or non-conflict zones. We 
know that this is sadly all too true for most victims of sexual violence. 
We know that sexual violence is perpetuated by stigma, silence, victim blaming and denial. 
All those prevent women and girls from getting the justice that they deserve. When we 
deny the reality of sexual violence, we perpetuate it, so it is incumbent on us all to ensure 
that we treat all victims of sexual violence with the respect and compassion that they 
deserve. Wherever you are and whoever you are, we believe you. 

 

col 419WH Emily Darlington (Labour): … At the moment, we estimate that 690,000 
women and girls in Gaza require menstrual hygiene products. The stocks of hygiene kits 
have run out, and the price of those that are available is exorbitant. Women are having to 
choose between buying pads and buying food and water. So instead they are cutting up 
old sheets or old clothes to use as pads, thereby increasing their risk of infection and the 
stigma that those infections bring. There is also a risk because they have not changed 
their clothes in over 40 days. … 
The UN is working with over 30 women-led organisations in Gaza to provide gender-based 
violence services, and last year, over 159,000 women and girls used those services in 
Gaza. If the ban on UNRWA comes in, I dread to think where those women and girls will 
go for support. … 
col 420WH As we have just heard … rape was used as a weapon in Israel. … but despite 
the fact that it has been well documented, even by the armed perpetrators, the majority of 
organisations still fail to acknowledge the sexual violence that took place on 7 October. … 

 

col 423WH Kirsteen Sullivan (Labour Co-op): … the World Health Organisation reports 
that 183 women give birth daily in Gaza, with many undergoing caesareans without any 
anaesthesia due to restrictions in medical supplies. This place has also heard testimony 
from medical professionals volunteering in Gaza, who are operating under the most horrific 
conditions without the most basic medical supplies they need. … 
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col 425WH Sam Rushworth Labour): … I was part of an effort to bring women and youth 
from countries where there is interfaith conflict to the UK. … 
col 426WH Ghadir Hana, an Israeli-Palestinian, and Surale Rosen, a Jewish Israeli: two 
women working together for peace. We took them to Birmingham central mosque for a 
discussion on peace and the role of women in peace there. Ghadir was given a pretty hard 
time by some of the audience, who could not understand why she was appearing on a 
platform with her Jewish friend promoting peace in their community. … 

 

col 427WH Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): … Nearly 70% of those killed in Gaza 
over a six-month period were women and children. That is, in itself, a terrible statistic and 
also a disproportionately high level compared with usual conflicts. Pregnant women living 
through the conflict in Gaza are three times more likely to miscarry, and if they do carry 
their babies to full term they are three times more likely to die in childbirth due to a lack of 
access to medical care and nutrition. We also know that women and girls, although 
their nutritional needs are greater, eat less and last in these conflicts, which are already 
plagued by malnutrition and starvation, yet none of the UK’s humanitarian funding for Gaza 
since October 2023 has been ringfenced for women’s needs, women’s rights and women-
led organisations. That must change. … 

 

col 431WH Wendy Morton (Conservative): … The 7 October 2023 attacks by Hamas 
included horrific acts of violence against Israeli women and girls and other civilians, and 
we express serious concerns at reports of sexual violence against the hostages still held 
in Hamas captivity. The hostages can and must be immediately and unconditionally 
released. Hamas should stop using civilians, including women and girls, as human 
shields. … 

 

col 434WH The Minister for Development (Anneliese Dodds): … We are also deeply 
concerned about the healthcare situation in Gaza, including for women and girls, and 
indeed for men and boys. … When I was in Jordan, I saw medical supplies that should 
have been in Gaza but had not been allowed to pass in. The Government have repeatedly 
pushed the Israeli Government on that. We have raised this continuously, bilaterally and 
multilaterally. There must be access for all the humanitarian supplies that are needed, and 
that must include medical supplies. 
UK aid has been going to support women, particularly around sanitation, menstruation and 
pregnancy. I have discussed this directly with bodies such as UK-Med and others. It is 
appalling to see the deeply concerning reports about the treatment of Palestinian 
detainees. Detainees must be treated in line with international law, there must be access 
for the ICRC, and reports of sexual violence must be investigated. 
The impact of conflict-related sexual violence on Israelis was raised … I know that this 
issue is causing incredible pain and anguish to the families of hostages, having spoken 
with some of them in Tel Aviv. They are deeply concerned, understandably, about the 
situation for their family members. That is yet another reason why the hostages must be 
released, we must have a ceasefire, and we must see that surge of aid into Gaza. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/79862334-0692-4CFE-
B367-6F079D35CD2D/ImpactOfConflictOnWomenAndGirls  

 

The International Development Committee evidence session referred to above by Laura 
Kyrke-Smith can be read at 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14984/html/ 
 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Gaza: Israel 
Stephen   Gethins   (SNP)   [21610]    To   ask    the  Secretary   of   State    for   Foreign, 
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/79862334-0692-4CFE-B367-6F079D35CD2D/ImpactOfConflictOnWomenAndGirls
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-09/debates/79862334-0692-4CFE-B367-6F079D35CD2D/ImpactOfConflictOnWomenAndGirls
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14984/html/
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Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the potential 
implications for his policies of reports of attacks by Israel on medical facilities in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK Government remains deeply concerned about the 
impact of military activity on healthcare facilities in Gaza. Medical staff and facilities 
must be protected, and civilians should be able to safely access medical treatment. 
It is unacceptable that northern Gaza now has no functioning major health facilities, 
following strikes on the Kamal Adwan hospital. In our statement to the UN Security 
Council on 3 January, we dismayed at the deterioration of the healthcare situation 
in Gaza, and called on Israel to clarify the whereabouts of medical staff detained 
from hospitals in the north. I have repeatedly underlined our grave concern about 
these issues with Israeli counterparts, most recently on 3 January and again today 
8 January. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21610  
 

The statement to the UN referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-deterioration-of-the-healthcare-situation-in-
gaza-is-completely-unacceptable-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Wendy Morton (Conservative) [21993] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his 
Israeli counterparts on their commitments to ensure aid delivery into Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: The UK has made repeatedly clear to the Israeli authorities the 
need to improve aid delivery and increase the variety and volume of goods reaching 
Gaza. The Foreign Secretary made this clear in a call with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Sa'ar on 8 December. I have raised the dire situation in northern Gaza with both 
the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and the Israeli Ambassador to the UK on several 
occasions, most recently on 3 January. As I made clear to Parliament on 7 January, 
the scale of human suffering is unimaginable. We have been clear that this is a 
man-made crisis and Israel must act immediately to address it. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21993  
 

The Minister’s statement to Parliament referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-
835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692  
 

Ithaca Energy: Occupied Territories 
Carla Denyer (Green) [21077] To ask the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net 
Zero, whether he has had discussions with the Foreign Secretary about the potential 
implications for his Department’s policies of reports the Rosebank oil field’s minority owner 
is owned by a firm operating in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 

Miatta Fahnbulleh: My Rt hon Friend the Secretary of State has regular 
discussions with Ministerial Colleagues on a number of issues. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21077  
 

Visas: Palestinians 
Calvin Bailey (Labour) [21193] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what recent steps she has taken to help facilitate access to the UK for Palestinian family 
members of UK nationals in (a) Egypt and (b) Gaza. 

Seema Malhotra: Immediate family members of British citizens, and those settled 
in the UK, who wish to come and live in the UK and do not have a current UK visa 
can apply under one of the existing family visa routes. There are no plans to create 
a bespoke family reunion scheme at this stage. 
Further details are available here: https://www.gov.uk/uk-family-visa 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-03/21610
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-deterioration-of-the-healthcare-situation-in-gaza-is-completely-unacceptable-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-deterioration-of-the-healthcare-situation-in-gaza-is-completely-unacceptable-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2025-01-06/21993
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21077
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fuk-family-visa&data=05%7C02%7CJohn.Miers%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C7a2c0005eb0b42d0ce5008dc29986115%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C638430981629153976%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hpaNAs3jZPh4EDtIWGGeNKWoTiFNEFcevk8D1EyXOT4%3D&reserved=0
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We will accept applications, which would normally have to be made in the country 
where the person is living, at any of the UK’s Visa Application Centres. 
Visa Application Centres are open and operating in Egypt, in both Cairo and 
Alexandria, and Amman in Jordan. Application centres are also open and operating 
in Ramallah, Jerusalem, and Tel Aviv. 
The FCDO is also providing consular assistance to those with British nationality, or 
dual nationality including British, who are in Gaza or who have left Gaza to a third 
country. Dual national British-Palestinians are not required to make a visa 
application as they have the right of abode in the UK. Our embassy staff are ready 
to provide support as appropriate. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21193  
 

Visas: West Bank 
Simon Opher (Labour) [21094] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what steps she is taking to support people applying for visas in the West Bank. 

Seema Malhotra: Currently, anyone who wishes to come to the UK can do so via 
the existing range of routes available. The Visa Application Centre in Ramallah is 
open and operating as normal. 
Any application for a UK visa will be assessed against the requirements of the 
Immigration Rules. 
We will accept applications, which would normally have to be made in the country 
where the person is living, at any of the UK’s Visa Application Centres. 
Visa Application Centres are also available in the wider region in Egypt, in both 
Cairo and Alexandria, and Amman in Jordan. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21094  
 
 

The Lancet 

Traumatic injury mortality in the Gaza Strip from Oct 7, 2023, to June 30, 2024: a 
capture–recapture analysis 
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0140-6736%2824%2902678-3  
 

TOP 

 

Foreign Affairs 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

The Locarno Speech by the Foreign Secretary: January 2025 
… Today, we must face the future once again with our Plan for Change. Fixing the 
foundations at home of economic stability, secure borders and national security. … 
But to succeed in that task, we must navigate an increasingly volatile world. To deliver at 
home, and this department must deliver our international strategy abroad. Such a strategy 
is not about crystal gazing on what might happen next week in X or Y or in the Middle East. 
… Rather I want us to be looking at how we can get to a more progressive 2035. And that 
means confronting some hard truths, about the state of the country, about the state of the 
world, and the need for reform. … 
The number of conflicts higher than at any time since 1945. The spectre of famine from 
Gaza to Sudan. And the most refugees and displaced people on record. … 
I am occasionally asked on my travels … when will the  Kremlin  threat,  this  upheaval that  
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21193
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21094
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S0140-6736%2824%2902678-3
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we’re experiencing, end? When will things get back to normal? My answer is that they will 
not. Europe’s future security is on a knife-edge. … 
That’s why our foreign policy has had to change. Inspired by Bevin, I call our new approach 
Progressive Realism. Taking the world as it is not as we wish it to be. Advancing 
progressive ends by realist means. … 
In Europe, progressive realism means working with our European neighbours rather than 
bickering and isolating ourselves from them. … 
With the United States, our closest ally, progressive realism means strengthening our 
friendship with both sides of the aisle. 
Joining them to defend Israel from Iranian attacks, together with Australia, further 
progressing the AUKUS partnership … 
Against Russia, progressive realism means not allowing Putin’s mafia state to act with 
impunity. And showing the world our resolve to stand by Kyiv until they prevail … 
In the face of conflicts in the Middle East and beyond, progressive realism means standing 
firm against terrorism and behind international law. Doubling our aid for Sudan, helping 
hundreds of Brits leave Lebanon, restoring funding for UNRWA, standing up for 
international courts, taking tough decisions on export licences. 
But not flinching from defending Israel against an Iranian regime that wants to destroy it, 
while at the same time working for that ceasefire in Gaza so we can surge in the aid and 
bring all the hostages home and advance a two-state solution. 
And when it comes to China, progressive realism means consistency, not oscillation. … 
Our opponents are coordinating ever more closely. With Iranian drones fired on Ukrainian 
cities and North Korean troops now fighting against Ukraine. 
We too need a whole new level of global engagement with our closest allies … 
And second, to be taken seriously by opponents and allies alike we must put our money 
where our mouth is. That starts by facing the facts. Donald Trump and JD Vance are simply 
right when they say that Europe needs to do more to defend its own continent. … 
On irregular migration, the FCDO is critical to trying to solve this issue. A realistic strategy 
involves transactional, hard-headed diplomacy and to agree with partners smart 
interventions at every stage along the international people-smuggling pathway so together 
we can strengthen borders, smash the gangs, and get those with no right to be here 
returned to their countries. … 
Improving cooperation on returns is how we send people home. Conflict prevention is how 
we stop people fleeing their homes in the first place. Development work upstream is how 
we encourage people to stay in their homes … 
And we must use our sharpest diplomatic weapons to help restore control of our 
borders. … 
And one of our great strengths, of course are our creative industries … which account for 
almost 15% of our service exports as well as being a force multiplier for wider British 
influence, influence through their power to attract, not to compel. 
Together with Lisa Nandy, I will therefore shortly be launching the new UK Soft Power 
Council so that the government can be a partner to those in business and beyond who are 
so important for our prosperity at home and our standing abroad. … 
I am less interested in admiring the FCDO as a historic institution than fulfilling its potential 
to be a cutting-edge institution … 
We can be realists and optimists. We can seize the opportunities coming into view. And 
we can show the world what a more progressive 2035 can be like and deliver the promise 
of a decade of national renewal. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-locarno-speech-by-the-foreign-secretary-
9-january-2025  

TOP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-locarno-speech-by-the-foreign-secretary-9-january-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-locarno-speech-by-the-foreign-secretary-9-january-2025
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  
 

Amendment Paper 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-
01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0110.pdf  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  
 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0110.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/59-01/0012/amend/terminally_ill_adults_rm_pbc_0110.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
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Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes in 3 days 
Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date 
15 January 2025) 
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  
 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes  

TOP 
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https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
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