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Home Affairs 

See also Commons oral answer 902044 “Prime Minister’s Questions” that is 
included in the Holocaust section below. 
 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Civil Society: Islam 
Kevin Hollinrake (Conservative) [16499] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local Government, what her Department's policy is on (a) Ministerial 
and (b) official-level engagement with (i) the Muslim Association of Britain, (ii) Cage and 
(iii) MEND. 

Alex Norris: I refer the Hon Member to the answer given to Question UIN 20228 on 
24 December 2024. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-27/16499 
 

The answer referred to above is: 
“The department does not engage with MEND, CAGE or the Muslim Association of 
Britain.” 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228  
 

Religious Buildings 
Ian Byrne (Independent) [21530] To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, what steps her Department is taking to support religious buildings of historic 
importance. 

Chris Bryant: There is a range of support available via DCMS and the 
Department’s Arm’s-Length Bodies for listed places of worship. These include the 
Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme; the National Lottery Heritage Fund's £15m 
Heritage in Need: Places of Worship initiative, funded through the National Lottery 
between 2023 and 2026; the Churches Conservation Trust (CCT), which funds 
repairs and maintenance of over 350 churches in the CCT portfolio; and Historic 
England's Heritage At Risk grants,  which  support  certain  religious  buildings  such  

 

https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-11-27/16499
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20228
https://www.scojec.org/index.html
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as cathedrals on the Heritage at Risk register. 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/21530  
 

Information about the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme, referred to above, can be read at 
https://listed-places-of-worship-grant.dcms.gov.uk/ 
 

Information about the Heritage in Need: Places of Worship initiative, referred to above, 
can be read at 
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/our-work/places-worship 
 

Information about the England's Heritage At Risk grants initiative, referred to above, 
can be read at 
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/our-grant-schemes/repair-grants/  
 
 

House of Lords Oral Answer 

Cultural Sector: Freedom of Speech 
Lord Polok (Conservative): My Lords, since 7 October 2023 the atmosphere in the 
cultural sector towards Jewish artists, writers and performers has been chilling. The Tate 
has been threatened with a boycott unless it ends sponsorship from trusts deemed to be 
close to Israel. Michael Etherton, the head of the UK Jewish Film Festival, has stated that 
cinemas have now made it almost impossible to make film bookings. What action are His 
Majesty’s Government taking to protect Jewish people, who contribute so much to the 
country’s cultural sector? 

Baroness Twycross: I thank the noble Lord for bringing us back to a specific 
example that is adversely affecting a significant portion of our society. Anti-
Semitism has absolutely no place in our society, which is why this Government are 
taking, and will take, a strong lead in tackling it in all forms. Making sure that all 
British Jews are not only safe but feel safe and able to express their views, cultural 
identity and religious views is really important. It is unacceptable that, in 2025, this 
could ever be called into question. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/771D6882-F26C-4E25-8AA0-
7363661CB72F/CulturalSectorFreedomOfSpeech#contribution-8982589C-AFAC-4CFD-
95E1-899D3A3AB5D1  
 
 

The Charity Commission 

Charity issued with Official Warning over support for foreign military 
A London charity has been issued with an Official Warning over a fundraising campaign in 
support of a soldier of the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). 
The Charity Commission, the regulator of charities in England and Wales, issued the 
Official Warning after finding the trustees had acted outside the charity’s purposes and 
failed to safeguard its best interests and its reputation. The charity’s purposes are to 
advance the orthodox Jewish religion, advance orthodox Jewish education, and to relieve 
poverty and sickness. 
Chabad Lubavitch Centres North East London and Essex Limited set up a fundraising 
page in October 2023 to raise funds for a soldier of the IDF stationed in northern Israel. 
The page, which was eventually removed in January 2024, raised around £2,280. Of those 
monies, £937 was sent directly to an individual soldier. The trustees are unable to account 
for how those funds were spent. The remaining funds were spent on non-lethal military 
equipment purchased by the trustees and sent to the same soldier in Israel. 
The Charity Commission, which received over 180 complaints about the activities, opened 
a regulatory compliance  case  into the charity in  December  2023  and  engaged  with  its  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/21530
https://listed-places-of-worship-grant.dcms.gov.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/our-work/places-worship
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/grants/our-grant-schemes/repair-grants/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/771D6882-F26C-4E25-8AA0-7363661CB72F/CulturalSectorFreedomOfSpeech#contribution-8982589C-AFAC-4CFD-95E1-899D3A3AB5D1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/771D6882-F26C-4E25-8AA0-7363661CB72F/CulturalSectorFreedomOfSpeech#contribution-8982589C-AFAC-4CFD-95E1-899D3A3AB5D1
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/771D6882-F26C-4E25-8AA0-7363661CB72F/CulturalSectorFreedomOfSpeech#contribution-8982589C-AFAC-4CFD-95E1-899D3A3AB5D1
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trustees. 
That case determined that the fundraising activity was outside the charity’s purposes – and 
not capable of being charitable – and that the trustees had failed to act in the best interests 
of the charity and its reputation. This was misconduct and/or mismanagement in the 
administration of charity, as well as a breach of trust.  
Charities with appropriate purposes can, in law, raise funds to promote the efficiency of 
the UK armed forces.  However, providing aid or military supplies to any foreign armed 
force is not a charitable purpose, and no charity can legally undertake such activity. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-issued-with-official-warning-over-support-
for-foreign-military  

 

The Official Warning referred to above can be read at 
https://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/SCHEMES/111647.PDF  
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive Office 

Victims and survivors of historical child abuse in faith settings encouraged to share 
their experiences 
The First Minister and deputy First Minister are encouraging victims and survivors of 
historical child abuse in faith settings to tell their stories as part of a research study. 
The project, which has been commissioned by The Executive Office, will look at the 
experiences of victims and survivors across all faith settings. It will also seek to understand 
what participants see as potential next steps. 
First Minister Michelle O’Neill said: “Clerical child abuse has had a devastating impact on 
many people here, and those affected deserve truth and justice. … 
Deputy First Minister Emma Little-Pengelly said: “We recognise the importance of fully 
understanding the prevalence of child abuse in faith settings and the impact it has had on 
victims and survivors. 
“This research will help inform how we can best address the needs of those affected by 
historical clerical child abuse. I would encourage people to come forward and take part in 
the study, to share their lived experience and tell their stories about what happened in their 
own words.” 
The study is one of three pieces of research which have been commissioned to examine 
the extent and systemic nature of historical child abuse in faith settings in Northern 
Ireland. … 
Professor Tim Chapman has been commissioned to carry out the study.  
He said: “I would encourage anyone who would like to, to come forward and take part in 
this study. Our team has significant experience in engaging with victims and survivors and 
will ensure that you are given a voice and enabled to relate your individual lived experience 
as part of a confidential process. 
“I would reassure everyone that participants will be supported in telling their story through 
a victim-centred approach with access to qualified counsellors for those who need 
them.” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/victims-and-survivors-historical-child-abuse-
faith-settings-encouraged-share-their-experiences  

TOP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-issued-with-official-warning-over-support-for-foreign-military
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-issued-with-official-warning-over-support-for-foreign-military
https://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/SCHEMES/111647.PDF
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/victims-and-survivors-historical-child-abuse-faith-settings-encouraged-share-their-experiences
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/news/victims-and-survivors-historical-child-abuse-faith-settings-encouraged-share-their-experiences
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Holocaust 

House of Commons Oral Answer 

Prime Minister’s Questions 
Mark Sewards (Labour) [902044] Last year, I was honoured to accept an invitation from 
the European Jewish Association to go to Krakow and discuss the role of Holocaust 
education in tackling the rising tide of antisemitism across Europe. We also visited 
Auschwitz and Auschwitz-Birkenau, where we laid wreaths and paid tribute to the many 
victims of the Holocaust. Given that this month marks the 80th anniversary of the liberation 
of those evil places, will the Prime Minister set out what this Government are doing on 
Holocaust education to ensure that never again means never again?  

The Prime Minister: I thank my hon. Friend for raising that. Antisemitism is 
completely abhorrent and has no place whatsoever in our society. I recently met 
Jewish community leaders in Downing Street to discuss what further we can do to 
combat antisemitism, and that includes allocating £54 million for the Community 
Security Trust to continue its vital work, committing to building a new Holocaust 
memorial and learning centre and providing at least £2.2 million to continue the 
funding for Lessons from Auschwitz. I look forward to working with others on those 
important proposals. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-08/debates/517CDDB3-39C1-4D50-
BD1B-AF8AA560F06A/Engagements#contribution-5DB1636D-D5ED-4950-9FFE-
452156EE429E  

TOP 

 

Israel 

See also the Charity Commission press release that is included in the Home Affairs 
section above, and 

 

the House of Lords Library Briefing “Challenges to a rules-based international 
order” that is included in the Foreign Affairs section below. 
 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Northern Gaza 
The Minister’s answer to a Commons urgent question was read in the Lords. 
 

col 729 “The situation in northern Gaza is dire. The UK condemns Israel’s restrictions on 
aid in the strongest terms. … 
Close to 46,000 people have now been killed. All of Gaza’s population is reported to face 
the risk of famine. Air strikes within the designated humanitarian zone show that there are 
no safe spaces left for civilians. Reports of up to eight children having died from the cold 
weather conditions are unconscionable. 
col 730 It is unacceptable that many medical facilities are no longer in use or are 
inaccessible to humanitarian actors Kingdom. I have also specifically raised the detention 
of Kamal Adwan Hospital director Dr Hussam Abu Safiya with both the Israeli Deputy 
Foreign Minister and Israel’s ambassador to the UK. … 
The Foreign Secretary, working with his French and German counterparts, wrote to the 
Government of Israel in November to press them to ensure adequate preparations for 
winter. … 
We need a ceasefire, we need hostages to be released, we need much more aid into Gaza,  
 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-08/debates/517CDDB3-39C1-4D50-BD1B-AF8AA560F06A/Engagements#contribution-5DB1636D-D5ED-4950-9FFE-452156EE429E
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-08/debates/517CDDB3-39C1-4D50-BD1B-AF8AA560F06A/Engagements#contribution-5DB1636D-D5ED-4950-9FFE-452156EE429E
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-08/debates/517CDDB3-39C1-4D50-BD1B-AF8AA560F06A/Engagements#contribution-5DB1636D-D5ED-4950-9FFE-452156EE429E
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-998C-835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza#contribution-F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692
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and we need civilians to be protected”. 
 

Lord Callanan (Conservative): … The key to a sustainable end to the conflict in Gaza 
remains the release of the hostages. Can the Minister update us with any further 
information the Government have on the status of the hostages, particularly the British 
national hostage, Emily Damari? We also want to see more aid reach Gaza because we 
all know that innocent civilians in Gaza are suffering and desperate. Sadly, they continue 
to be used as human shields by Hamas, which seems to have no regard at all for their 
safety and welfare. Does the Minister agree that Hamas has the power to end this conflict 
immediately by releasing those hostages? Does he agree that there is no moral 
equivalence between Israel’s defensive war and Hamas’s terrorist atrocities? 

col 731 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Office (Lord Collins of Highbury): … Both sides need to show 
flexibility and do a deal now. We reiterate our call for the safe release of all 
hostages, including the British national, Emily Damari, and three hostages with 
strong UK links. Ensuring their release is a top priority for this Government. I also 
emphasise that we are facing a severe humanitarian crisis in Gaza and that our 
response has been to focus on that too and make it clear that some of the actions 
that the Israeli Government have taken need to cease, so we need flexibility on 
both sides. We have announced £112 million for the OPTs this financial year, 
including £41 million for UNRWA, which provides vital, life-saving services to 
civilians in Gaza and the West Bank and to Palestinians across the region. … 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, it is an outrage that the innocent 
hostages are still being detained. Yesterday, Minister Falconer said in the House of 
Commons of the Israeli military: “Air strikes within the designated humanitarian zone show 
there are no safe spaces left for civilians”.—[Official Report, Commons, 7/1/25; col. 733.] 
The most pressing threat is to the 50,000 pregnant women and the 17,000 unaccompanied 
children. There is now hunger and no health facilities at all. Not only that, in December, 
we saw the lowest levels of aid getting into Gaza, and the Israeli Government, as an 
occupying power, was blocking its distribution within Gaza, contrary to international law, 
and contributing to the looting and criminal activities by gangs and Hamas. … what 
consequences will there be for the relationship between the Israeli Government and His 
Majesty’s Government? … 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … On the mounting civilian deaths, we are absolutely 
determined to ensure that Israel does much more to comply with international 
humanitarian law and provide protection for civilians. 
The Foreign Secretary continues to raise issues of international humanitarian law 
compliance in Gaza with the Israeli Government and since 2 September there have 
been no extant UK export licences for items to Israel that we assess are for use in 
military operations in Gaza. We have also restored funding to UNRWA to ensure 
that humanitarian aid can get in. … 

col 732 Baroness O’Loan (Crossbench): … I recently met Dr Omar Alshaqaqi, who 
works in the cancer centre in Belfast City Hospital. He and his wife Dalal have seen 80 
members of their two families killed in Gaza. On 4 December, Dalal was able to speak to 
her mother and sister in the camp that they had moved to on the instructions of the Israelis. 
As they concluded their conversation so that Dalal could go and collect her children from 
school in Belfast, she heard a bomb explode. When she returned with her children she 
learned that her mother and 34 year-old brother had been killed, and her three sisters and 
two of her three brothers had been seriously injured. All the hospitals have been destroyed. 
There is no anaesthetic and no medication to treat their terrible injuries. We all accept that 
Hamas must return the hostages but what more can be done after the destruction of all 
the hospitals to allow such injured people to get out of Gaza to a safe country? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … The United Kingdom has repeatedly raised concerns 
about the impact of this  conflict  on  Gaza’s  healthcare  system  and  medical  staff,  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/column?VolumeNumber=&ColumnNumber=733&House=1&ExternalId=F0C2ABD2-AAD8-4409-AECF-BD539CAF6692
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including reiterating the requirement for all parties to comply with international 
humanitarian law. We are looking at all ways that we can ensure that proper health 
facilities are made available to those who need them and I hope, in the near future, 
we will be able to make certain announcements about that. 

The Lord Bishop of Norwich: My Lords, three days before Hamas’s horrendous attacks 
on Israel I was in Gaza visiting the Anglican Al-Ahli Hospital. That hospital was struck again 
on 29 December by an Israeli artillery shell—the fifth strike it has had. Earlier this 
afternoon, I asked the archbishop in Jerusalem for an update and he provided me with a 
list of things that are urgently needed by his medical director at that hospital. They include 
antibiotics, anaesthesia drugs, sterile gloves, plaster of Paris, surgical knives, abdominal 
swabs and much more. All of that is in a container that has been in Amman for two months, 
held up because the Israeli Government will not allow it in. What might His Majesty’s 
Government do to try to enable that medical equipment to get to the Al-Ahli Hospital 
urgently? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: Both the Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister have 
raised the issue of access to humanitarian aid and medical supplies with the Israeli 
Government. We are also giving support to UNRWA to try to get those supplies 
through. … It is unacceptable that such supplies should not be able to get through 
to those who need them. … 

col 733 Baroness Blower (Labour): … on Monday I asked whether His Majesty’s 
Government could possibly consider the urgent temporary medical evacuation of 
children facing death, very serious illness and terrible injuries because clearly there are no 
medical facilities in northern Gaza which can deal with the situation they are facing. I 
repeat: is it possible for His Majesty’s Government to consider urgent temporary medical 
evacuation? 

Lord Collins of Highbury: … We are looking at all possible ways to ensure that 
there is access to medical assistance. I am not in a position to make any 
announcements today, but we are working with allies to see how this can be 
facilitated urgently. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/E13D97C8-EFEC-4BFC-B98B-
CC0FDEF561C4/NorthernGaza  

 

The previous question and answer referred to above by Baroness Blower can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-
A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-ADE92049-3E30-4051-BA9B-
16A9CBEB9537  
 
 

House of Commons Library Briefing 

UK arms exports to Israel 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9964/CBP-9964.pdf  
 

TOP 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/E13D97C8-EFEC-4BFC-B98B-CC0FDEF561C4/NorthernGaza
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-08/debates/E13D97C8-EFEC-4BFC-B98B-CC0FDEF561C4/NorthernGaza
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-ADE92049-3E30-4051-BA9B-16A9CBEB9537
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-ADE92049-3E30-4051-BA9B-16A9CBEB9537
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation#contribution-ADE92049-3E30-4051-BA9B-16A9CBEB9537
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9964/CBP-9964.pdf
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Library Briefing 

Challenges to a rules-based international order 
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/challenges-to-a-rules-based-international-order/  
 

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/challenges-to-a-rules-based-international-order/
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https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Burial and Cremation [Law Commission] (closing date 9 January 2025) 
https://lawcom.gov.uk/project/burial-and-cremation/ 
 
** closes in 6 days 
Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date 
15 January 2025) 
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/  
 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  
 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 
The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes  

TOP 
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