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Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill: Second Reading, House of Lords
col 646 The Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Hanson of Flint): ... To be in scope
of the Bill as qualifying premises, 200 or more individuals must be reasonably expected
from time to time to be present at the particular premises at once. In addition, the premises
must be used for one or more of the uses specified in Schedule 1 to the Bill ... For those
premises that are in scope, a tiered approach has been established by the Government,
with requirements varying accordingly.
We have tried generally to put premises where 800 or more individuals are reasonably
expected in an enhanced tier. Premises where between 200 and 799 individuals are
reasonably expected to attend will fall into a standard tier. Events will be in scope only
where 800 or more individuals are reasonably expected to be present on site for the event
at any point and where the other conditions in Clause 3 are met, including that there is an
appropriate level of control of access to the event. These qualifying events will also be in
the enhanced tier. In limited cases, the Bill ensures that some qualifying premises will be
placed in the standard tier regardless of numbers, such as places of worship. This
recognises that places of worship play a unique and important role in communities across
the country and are often readily accessible and welcoming to all.
This means that there will be certain requirements for those premises. Those responsible
for the qualifying premises and events will be required to notify the Security Industry
Authority that they are responsible for qualifying premises or events, and to have in place
appropriate public protection procedures to reduce the risk of physical harm to individuals
in the event of an act of terrorism at or near the premises or event. ...
What does “public protection” mean? Public protection procedures are intended to be
simple and low-cost. There is no requirement to put in place physical measures under this
requirement ...

col 652 Baroness Suttie (Liberal Democrat): One issue raised by a great many
organisations is the need for greater clarity regarding training and guidance. ...

Closely related to the issue of guidance is the issue of communication and information
flow. It is vital that all organisations that will have to comply with this new legislation are


https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://www.scojec.org/index.html

aware of what they have to do, in what timeframe, what their responsibilities are and why
it is important. They will also need to know what financial assistance, if any, will be
available to them. ...

col 654 Lord Anderson of Ipswich (Crossbench): ... Bearing in mind the modest extent
of the standard duty, | wonder how much the centrally available guidance, which operators
are supposed to download, will add to the common sense of those who operate small
venues and know them inside out, particularly when, as is thankfully the case in most
places, the risk of a terrorist attack is almost vanishingly small. ...

However, | remain concerned by the ease by which, by affirmative regulation, 100,000
extra premises could be brought within the scope of the Bill, and many more made subject
to the enhanced duties. After a terrorist attack, it can be tempting for any Government to
be seen to take immediate action to tighten up the law.

col 655 The Lord Bishop of Manchester: ... My Lords, as a bishop whose diocese
includes around 300 places of worship, most of which will find that this Bill directly applies
to them, | have, along with my right reverend friends on these Benches, a very obvious
interest to declare. But as the Bishop of Manchester, | have a more specific reason for
wanting to see this Bill reach the statute book. ...

In the immediate aftermath of the Manchester attack, it fell to me to help lead my city and
its people in how we responded. | spoke then of the crucial difference between defiance
and revenge. For me, that comes direct from my reading of the Christian scriptures, but
the application is for those of all faiths and none. The terrorist sought to divide us. Acts of
revenge by one part of the community against another would have played into his hands.
Instead, we showed our defiance. We came together in one of the most moving examples
of a community embracing its diversity and showing its love that | have ever seen. ...

col 656 Crucially, by being defiant we did not allow the extremists to determine how we
lived our lives. We did not cower behind our front doors. We did not retreat to the safety of
those who looked, thought or believed like us. We got on with our lives, while being
somewhat more vigilant than before. That same principle needs to lie at the heart of this
Bill. Its provisions need to be such that they do not lead to mass cancellations of events,
nor to the closure of social, commercial and religious venues which cannot afford the costs
of compliance. What we enact in this Bill must be proportionate. It must balance the very
real risks that we face with the need for us to live as we choose, not as the terrorists seek
to dictate. ...

It is right that we focus on the expected attendance at an event rather than some technical
capacity of a building. Many of my churches are built to hold the largest occasion likely
ever to be required. While | pray for the day when every service is as packed as it is on
Christmas Eve, | need to be realistic, and we all need to pursue measures commensurate
with the numbers that we expect. The same will apply to many other venues.

| am grateful, like other noble Lords, for the standard tier commencing at 200 rather than
100. This will save smaller events, often community-led and dependent on volunteers. It
will help vital local venues remain open to serve their community. However, increasing the
figure to 300 would go too far. ...

While we are still at an early stage of our consideration of the Bill in this House, | hope that
either today or at a later stage the Minister can offer faith and voluntary sector groups,
along with other less commercial venues, training that is free, easy to access and available
in a wide range of languages and formats. We all need to be fully equipped for the
responsibilities that this Bill assigns to us. Given that places of worship across all main
religions form between 10% and 20% of the affected premises at a guess, | ask the
Minister for his assurance that His Majesty’'s Government will produce guidance
specifically to address these contexts before the Bill is enacted. ...

| thank those who drafted the Bill for recognising that places of worship are special and are
allocated accordingly to the standard tier irrespective of capacity or likely attendance. As
other noble Lords have noted, this appropriately recognises the relationship between those



buildings and the communities that they serve and the deep experience that faith
communities have of working with police and specialist security providers for those
occasional very large events that we host. ...

col 658 Lord Harris of Haringey (Labour): ... The nature of the terrorist threat has
changed. It no longer necessarily comes from organised groups. ... attacks are
increasingly committed by individuals who operate alone, frequently self-radicalising and
learning techniques online. Attacks of this nature are inevitably harder to detect and
prevent in advance. They may also be opportunistic and mean that the range and nature
of potential targets have widened to include far more venues that previously would not
have been considered under any circumstances.

What is more, while the majority of those planning attacks would appear to be Islamist
extremists, an increasing proportion are domestic and extreme right-wing. As Ken
McCallum said, MI5 and the police are increasingly encountering would-be terrorists who
are more volatile and with only a tenuous grasp of the ideologies they profess to follow,
and it is becoming harder these days to determine whether a particular act or planned act
of violence is ideologically motivated or driven by another factor such as mental health. ...
col 659 Nowadays, it is taken as a given that the places we visit abide by health and safety
regulations and will take appropriate fire precautions. It is surely not unreasonable to
expect them also to take appropriate and proportionate protection measures against
terrorist violence. ...

The principle has to apply to other sectors as well. In the past, most places of worship—
again, the right reverend Prelate has talked about this—have often seemed to operate on
the basis that an attack would not happen to them because of their innate goodness, but
they, too, need to plan and take sensible precautions. They have been the subject of
attacks in Europe and elsewhere. Of course, it is difficult: places of worship are intended
to be open places of sanctuary and peace, but that does not mean that they cannot be
targets, and sensible and proportionate measures should be taken there too. ...

col 669 Lord Frost (Conservative): There is a particular risk in areas of voluntary activity.
For example, one in eight village halls is still apparently caught by the Bill, according to the
impact assessment. The risk in voluntary areas is that people are just not ready to devote
the extra personal time or take the extra risk and the burden, so facilities simply close
rather than take on board the burden of compliance. ...

col 669 Let us reflect on what the Bill will do. It will mean that most businesses and
organisations serving the public in any numbers need to consider the risk of a terrorist
attack all the time. You may say they should, and certainly the threat, regrettably, is
substantial—very high. However, even now, the risk of any individual person facing an
actual terrorist attack remains extremely low. The Bill may reduce the risk slightly further
as regards events or premises but, equally arguably, might only deflect it. After all, we
have plenty of evidence that the risk exists in other places too, most notably on the street
or in parks, both of which have been the location of serious attacks in recent years—
indeed, very recently.

We cannot reduce the risk to zero through prevention measures and, as a society, we
should not try. An attempt to do so may cause more harm and more problems of other
kinds. ...

col 676 Lord Hogan-Howe (Crossbench): ... There is clearly a debate about where we
should draw the line: it could be 200 or 100, and some people prefer 300. | would be careful
about altering it from 200. In 2018, at the request of the royal commission in New Zealand,
| visited to look at the terrorist attacks on the Christchurch mosques, when 51 Muslims
were murdered and 84 other people were injured. They were two small mosques—small
in the numbers of people who gathered but terrible in the outcome of what happened when
one man with an automatic weapon swept through them. So | would be really careful. Of
course, they were places of worship. Although there is an exclusion in this legislation for



places of worship, the fact that they are places of worship can actually amplify the target.
Thousands of people can gather at—and do visit every day—some of our national venues
such as Westminster Abbey. We have to be really careful before, in trying to accommodate
their difference, we leave people who visit more vulnerable. ...

col 683 Baroness Fox of Buckley (Non-affiliated): ... More crucially, the aim of our work
is to reinvigorate the public square and cultivate political and social engagement, for all
ages but particularly for young people, at town hall-type gatherings, to open up
conversations for the public with the public in public. That broader public square may be
adversely affected by this law if we do not keep our eye on it. Civil society, people self-
organising and getting together and grass-roots gatherings risk being curtailed. We need
to think hard when we are told by small venues and event organisers, such as voluntary
organisations and community groups, from church halls to small football clubs, that people
will be put off volunteering by too much regulatory responsibility and paraphernalia. We
need to probe what the consequences of such legal burdens could be in terms of loss of
community infrastructure and assets.

In the most recent consultation, many respondents still expressed reservations about not
just the financial implications and the fear of big fines—you cannot underestimate that—
but the time spent on burdensome and bureaucratic admin. Venues are worried about their
ability to meet legally mandated requirements with the limited resources available to them.
There is genuinely some panic about how people will cope. ...

col 684 It was harrowing to read in Sir John Saunders’ Manchester Arena inquiry, which
others have commended and which is crucial to this discussion, about the preventability
of Salman Abedi’s suicidal atrocity and the catalogue of failures in the months and even
hours before he detonated that terrible bomb at the Manchester Arena. ...

In plain sight, Abedi was lurking around the arena for an hour and a half, acting
suspiciously. We are told that he looked shifty and nervous and was fidgeting, carrying a
huge, bulging rucksack and praying. One of the waiting parents, Christopher Wild, was so
alarmed that he reported concerns that Abedi might be a bomber to security guards at
10.14 pm—16 minutes before the explosion happened. Mr Wild was fobbed off.

Maybe the training in this Bill would make those guards act differently. But let us also
remember that we know from the inquiry report that one guard was suspicious but did not
confront Abedi because he was “fearful of being branded a racist”.

This points to the dangers of narrowing the threat of terrorism to organisational or technical
issues. It suggests that we need to tackle more difficult challenges, such as the corrosive
creed of identity politics, that can act as a barrier to acting on our instincts or using common
sense for fear of being demonised—or recognising that promiscuous use of accusations
such as “racist” and “Islamophobic” can paralyse individuals in society from doing the right
thing. ...

This Bill will not work if we do not confront that chilling impact of trepidation about speaking
out over suspicions, exposing the ideologies fuelling and inspiring modern-day terrorism
and doing the right thing. ...

col 690 Baroness Goudie (Labour): ... Perhaps we could look at schools with local
authorities, which could work joined up with the Department for Education and some other
bodies. We have to look at both primary and secondary schools. We have been relatively
lucky so far that we have not had in the UK what we have seen in other parts of the world,
but we have to be conscious that this could happen in any state school, religious school
or wherever else. We know that this could happen ...

Also, in all places of worship, this is becoming more important than we have previously
thought. We go to church, to synagogue or wherever else, and we do not really think about
this. We just go in, see our friends, wander around and leave—but we know now, the more
that we think about it, that we could be at risk. There needs to be some training, but that
has to be linked to the police and the local authority; it should not be left to churches and



other religious spaces to work out for themselves how this should be done using private
security and other advice. That is very important. Resources must all be joined up
together. ...

col 692 Baroness Hamwee (Liberal Democrat): ... | ask the Minister if the Government
have in mind further clarification of the term “in the vicinity”. That is clearly troubling owners
and operators as to how far their responsibility extends and what, in practical terms, they
can do. It troubles me because of consequences for compliance and, perhaps, insurance
cover.

We have made it clear that our principal concern is about training. | have seen the letter
from the Security Minister to my honourable friend Ben Maguire MP, which says that
guidance will signpost a range of suitable free training offers. | am interested in the term
“free”. | know that it is envisaged that the SIA will provide a good deal of guidance, but like
other noble Lords I think that the legislation seems to create quite a market for trainers,
not all of them as skilled as they would present themselves. | gather it is not envisaged
that the SIA will have to approve training programmes or trainers. | would like to explore
at a later stage whether there is scope for some sort of franking approval, so that it is the
properly skilled consultants who are relied on, as it is likely that people will think that it is
the responsible thing to do to get in someone to make sure that they are doing the right
thing. ...

col 693 The Government’s explanation for the particular treatment of places of worship is
that they, to quote the Minister’s letter, “are different to other premises ... in being readily
accessible and welcoming to all, without the same commercial drivers ... usually having
no restrictions on entry, or staff routinely present.”

A lot of community organisations would say, “Well, that’s us too.” ...

The Government also refer, with regard to places of worship, to “developing measures to
better mitigate threats through local police engagement”, but that must also apply across
the board. Of course, a lot of places, particularly places of worship, have their own security
arrangements.

Recently, | visited a synagogue that | had not been to before. Its entrance was not easy to
spot, but the Muslim cab driver who took me did spot it. He said, “It must be here: | can
see the security”. If there is a danger in this Bill, it is perhaps that people will see the regime
as a complete substitute for other measures, including their own common sense. ...

col 697 Lord Hanson of Flint: ... The changes that we made to the Bill that was produced
earlier have taken the number of properties or venues in scope from 278,900 to 154,600
in the standard tier and to 24,000 in the enhanced tier. Overall, the costs have therefore
decreased from the estimated £2.17 billion over 10 years to £1.83 billion. For standard-
duty premises, we estimate the cost to be around £330 per year, in time and money, and
around £5,210 ... for enhanced-duty premises. ...

Guidance will be set down by the Government on the requirements of the Bill. We will
publish it as soon as possible, but | do wish to get it right. | cannot give a timescale on the
guidance at this point, because | want to make sure that the Government undertake
engagement with key stakeholders across relevant sectors, in industry and in government,
to support our understanding of the Bill and the ultimate Act and to address any questions
posed.

Guidance was also linked to training. Following pre-legislative scrutiny, it was determined
that we did not want to prescribe specific training obligations that applied to both tiers, and
that that was not necessary or desirable, but it is entirely reasonable that practical
procedures and measures are implemented. Therefore, we will be looking to issue
guidance in due course to support identifying suitable training opportunities in an effective
and cost-effective way for the individuals concerned. ...

col 700 We have had some correspondence and discussion around why places of worship
are treated differently. We have taken a view ... that 200 or more individuals present



should be a standard tier impact issue for places of worship, because they play a unique
role in our community and across the country. Although they are not invulnerable to attack,
| hope that we will continue to work with faith communities to look at how we can help
support them in any vulnerability on terrorist issues. | know that is an important issue. ...
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-07/debates/B7 CFA2EB-20A9-47B0-99E 3-
2D82FAA1C7C9/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

Information about the Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill, including the text of the Bill
and Explanatory Notes, can be read at
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

European Convention on Human Rights: 75th Anniversary

Lord Polak (Conservative): My Lords, Article 9 of the ECHR guarantees the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion. The impact of the Saturday pro-Palestinian
marches on central London synagogues has been severe, leading to dropping attendance,
intimidation, disruption of services and the forced cancellation of events. The next march
is scheduled for 18 January, close to the Central Synagogue. Will the Minister work with
police to move the start location of the march far enough away so that families can go to
and leave synagogues in safety?

Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: | thank the noble Lord for that question. It is a

matter for the Metropolitan Police. If appropriate, | will draw his comments to the

Met’s attention.
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-07/debates/9276ABB4-7B70-4A5B-80BE-
BEE9ODA891AF/EuropeanConventionOnHumanRights75ThAnniversary#contribution-
AODO6DDF-9E6D-4A8F-A9AD-DFCA212A7802

The European Convention on Human Rights, referred to above, can be read at
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/convention ENG

Mosques: Monitoring
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (Non-affiliated) [HL3693] To ask His Majesty's Government
what assessment they have made of the case for monitoring mosques and madrassas.
Lord Hanson of Flint: The Security Service and Counter-Terrorism Policing, which
are operationally independent of government, determine their own investigative
priorities. These will be informed by the risk posed by individuals or groups, and
their activities. This is not based on the religious affiliation that certain premises
have.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/h13693

Divorce: Islam
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (Non-affiliated) [HL3694] To ask His Majesty's Government
what assessment they have made of the case for prohibiting the religious solemnisation
of unregistered marriages to ensure that Muslim wives have the protection of divorce law.
Lord Ponsonby of Shulbrede: The Marriage Act 1949 has long made provision
for couples, including Muslim couples, to marry in their place of worship in a way
that gives them legal rights and protections. While some couples intentionally
choose to have a religious-only marriage, it is concerning that some individuals may
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not realise that their non-legally binding marriage lacks the legal protections that

come with a legal marriage.

That is why the Government committed in its 2024 manifesto to ‘strengthen the

rights and protections available to women in cohabiting couples’, including those in

religious-only marriages. We will set out the next steps on delivering this manifesto

commitment in due course.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/h13694

The Marriage Act 1949, referred to above, can be read at
https:.//www.legislation.qov.uk/ukpga/Geo6/12-13-14/76/contents

Clothing: Islam
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (Non-affiliated) [HL3695] To ask His Majesty's Government
what assessment they have made of the case for banning the wearing of a burka in public.
Lord Hanson of Flint: No such assessment has been made.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/h13695

HM Treasury

Extreme Right Wing group sanctioned by HM Treasury under Domestic Counter-
Terrorism Regulations
The UK Government has today (8th January 2025) announced a full asset freeze against
Blood and Honour, an entity it has reasonable grounds to suspect of being involved in
terrorist activities through promoting and encouraging terrorism, seeking to recruit people
for that purpose and making funds available for the purposes of its terrorist activities.
All assets and economic resources in the UK belonging to, or owned or controlled by, Blood
and Honour must now be frozen. No person or entity required to comply with UK sanctions
can deal with any funds or economic resources belonging to, or owned or controlled by
Blood and Honour (or any entities it owns or controls). They also cannot make funds,
financial services or economic resources available to or for the benefit of Blood and Honour
(or any entities it owns or controls) unless they have obtained a licence from HM Treasury
or an exception applies.
This action is the first use of the Treasury-led Domestic Counter-Terrorism sanctions
regime to target extreme right-wing terrorism. The designation of Blood and Honour is a
clear signal that the UK works proactively to stop terrorist financing and will take action
against any who try to exploit the UK financial system for this activity. ...
The designation extends to all parts of Blood and Honour including any aliases it operates
under e.g. 28 Radio and Combat 18.
To read the full press release see
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extreme-right-wing-group-sanctioned-by-hm-
treasury-under-domestic-counter-terrorism-regulations

TOP

Holocaust

Scottish Parliament Motion

Jackson Carlaw (Conservative) [S6M-16002] Holocaust Memorial Day 2025, For a
Better Future — That the Parliament recognises that 27 January 2025 will mark Holocaust
Memorial Day (HMD); understands that the Holocaust was the brutal, barbaric and
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inhumane murder of six million Jewish men, women and children from 1941 to 1945 in
concentration and death camps, mass shootings and ghettos; acknowledges that HMD
takes places on 27 January each year as the date represents the anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, which was the largest concentration camp; notes that the
official theme for HMD 2025 is “For a better future”; recognises that there are many actions
that people can take to make a contribution towards achieving a better future for all, such
as confronting prejudice, reinforcing the importance of learning about both the Holocaust
and the more recent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur, and challenging
Holocaust denial, distortion and ftrivialisation whenever such narratives arise;
acknowledges that 2025 marks both 80 years since Auschwitz-Birkenau was liberated and
the 30th anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia; accepts that the Holocaust is an incredibly
dark chapter in human history, and considers that HMD is a crucially important event in
the annual calendar, which aims to highlight why its lessons can never be forgotten and
why a zero tolerance approach must always be taken against antisemitism and all forms
of prejudice.
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-16002

TOP

Israel

See also the Lords oral answer “European Convention on Human Rights: 75th
Anniversary” that is included in the Home Affairs section above.

House of Commons Oral Answers

Northern Gaza
col 733 Layla Moran (Liberal Democrat): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign,
Commonwealth, and Development Affairs if he will make a statement on the situation in
northern Gaza.
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Affairs (Hamish Falconer): The situation in northern Gaza is dire.
The UK condemns Israel’s restrictions on aid in the strongest terms. The scale of
human suffering is unimaginable. We have been clear that this is a man-made crisis
and Israel must act immediately to address it.
The need for humanitarian assistance to reach Gaza is greater than ever before.
Close to 46,000 people have now been killed. All of Gaza’s population is reported
to face the risk of famine. Air strikes within the designated humanitarian zone show
there are no safe spaces left for civilians. Reports of up to eight children having
died from the cold weather conditions are unconscionable.
It is unacceptable that many medical facilities are no longer in use or are
inaccessible to humanitarian actors, and we remain deeply concerned by reports
of medics being killed or injured. | have raised this, and will continue to raise this,
with both the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and Israel’s ambassador to the United
Kingdom. | have also specifically raised the detention of Kamal Adwan Hospital
director Dr Hussam Abu Safiya with both the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and
Israel’'s ambassador to the UK. We urge Israel to urgently clarify the reasons for his
detention, as well as for the detention of paediatrician Mohammed Hamouda and
all the other health workers detained in Gaza.
The UK is doing all we can to alleviate this suffering. We have provided £112 million
for the Occupied Palestinian Territories this financial year, including £41 million for
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the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, providing vital services to civilians in
Gaza and the west bank, and to Palestinians across the region, delivered through
partner agencies.
The UK is also supporting the provision of essential healthcare to civilians in Gaza,
including support to UK-Med for operating its field hospitals, and we have provided
£1 million to the Egyptian Ministry of Health to support medically evacuated
Palestinians from Gaza.
The Foreign Secretary, working with his French and German counterparts, wrote to
the Government of Israel in November to press them to ensure adequate
preparations for winter. Make no mistake: in lockstep with our partners, we are
continuing to exert pressure to make sure that northern Gaza is not cut off from the
south, that Gazans are not forcibly transferred from or within Gaza, and that there
is no reduction in the territory of the Gaza strip.
We need a ceasefire, we need hostages to be released, we need much more aid
into Gaza, and we need civilians to be protected.
col 734 Layla Moran: Over 450 days on, we all know the statistics—45,000 Palestinians
killed, 100 hostages missing, 2.3 million people desperate—but | want to tell a single
human story. | have previously spoken about my friend,
consultant surgeon Mohamed, who operated on me when | had sepsis. His family are
trapped in the Jabalia refugee camp. They are elderly and sick. One is a three-year-old
girl. He has described how there are bodies strewn in the street.
| am sorry to report that death did not come knocking this weekend. Rather, it was dropped
by a precision drone as Mohamed’s brother and his son walked 10 metres to get aid. The
son died of a brain injury, two 13-year-old girls and their mother have shrapnel wounds,
and Mohamed’s elderly father, who was already ill, is in hospital. A three-year-old, her
mother and Mohamed’s mother are alone in a house with no one to help them get food.
These were obviously not militants—they were sick. They are not legitimate targets of war.
There is no excuse for this. ...
What part of international law makes any of this okay? Where is the accountability? Where
is the justice? What does the Minister have to say to Mohamed, who spends his days
saving lives here in the UK while his family are slaughtered overnight? ...
| press the Government again: is this really everything the UK has got? Have we deployed
everything to make this stop? When will we recognise Palestine? Why have we not
stopped the arms trade to Israel? And when will the Government ban trading with illegal
settlements? ...
Hamish Falconer: ... | am incredibly sorry for the loss that people are suffering in
Palestine. | am incredibly sorry that we continue to assess that there is a serious
risk of breaches of international humanitarian law in Gaza. We are doing everything
we can to try to prevent and reduce them in relation to the arms that she mentioned.
We have taken decisive action to reduce the sale of weapons being used in the
conduct of the hostilities in Gaza, the west bank and Lebanon, and will continue to
keep the matters under review. ...
col 735 Emily Thornberry (Labour): ... My Committee is currently undertaking an inquiry
into the Israel-Palestine conflict, and we have heard again and again from witnesses,
including both Israeli and Palestinian voices, that the UK could, in fact, be doing more to
bring the conflict to an end. ... what role is the UK playing in convening post-conflict
discussions and what does he see as a viable, long-term resolution for Gaza?
Hamish Falconer: This Government have taken a very different approach from the
one that came before us. We have taken immediate, rapid action, calling for a
ceasefire, making decisions on arms, which have already been mentioned,
increasing the amount of aid available to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, being
absolutely steadfast in our support to UNWRA and restoring funding that had been
cut. ...




| reassure my right hon. Friend that we are very engaged in the questions about
what must happen next in Gaza. Clearly, Gaza needs a solution that works for its
people, where Gaza is governed by the Palestinians under their own legitimate
authority, in safety and security. ...
Priti Patel (Conservative): ... Does the Minister also recognise that innocent civilians are
being used continuously as human shields by Hamas, which has no regard for their safety
or welfare? There are no excuses for the current situation. ...
col 736 Getting aid over the border is absolutely critical. ... Will the Minister give details of
the recent engagement on fulfilling those vital commitments, how those responsible are
being held to account and whether the Foreign Office, under his Government, has
identified and proposed new and alternative routes for aid delivery in recent weeks?
Importantly, the only other way to bring this appalling humanitarian conflict and suffering
to a sustainable end in Gaza is for Hamas to release all the hostages. ... The onus, as we
know, is on Hamas, but what steps are the Government taking right now? ... We must
know what the UK’s position is, especially in relation to calling out Hamas. ...
Hamish Falconer: ... The most fundamental of all of these questions is who
controls the crossings. In most cases, that is the Israeli Government and the steps
that need to be taken sit most acutely with them.
There are, of course, other questions that are important and relevant, not least
those to do with law and order in the Gaza strip, where there are serious and
concerning reports of looting. None the less, getting the aid in is vital, and that is
through the crossings. We have been raising these points forcefully with the Israeli
Government, and it has been disappointing to see with my own eyes British aid
piling up in al-Arish, despite the good efforts of the special envoy and others to
encourage the Israelis to make progress in delivering the flood of aid into Gaza that
they promised. ...
col 737 On the vital question about hostages, we are continuing to use all of our
influence to try to ensure an early resolution to the crisis, which has been going on
for far, far too long. ...
Sarah Champion (Labour): ... What assessment have the Government made of Israel’s
action in the Netzarim corridor, which Israel has cleared of Palestinian civilians in order to
construct military roads and positions. One senior Israeli official told Haaretz that the area
had been designated as a “kill zone”, with anyone who enters being shot. The same officer
told Haaretz that civilians were knowingly killed and later designated as terrorists. With
competitions between military units regarding who can cause the most casualties, what
assessment has the Minister made of these alleged war crimes, and can he tell me what
we are doing to document and to stop them?
Hamish Falconer: Mr Speaker, as you would expect, my Department takes careful
stock of all reports ... and we include them as part of our regular assessments. ...
Calum Miller (Liberal Democrat): ... At the end of December, Israeli forces closed Kamal
Adwan, the last functional hospital in northern Gaza, forcibly removed patients and
detained its director Dr Abu Safiya. The Minister said that he has raised this matter with
the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister and the ambassador, but what consequences did he
spell out to them if Israel fails to meet its obligations to protect civilians and sustain access
to healthcare in northern Gaza?
The Minister also referred to Israeli airstrikes in the allegedly safe zone. | have on previous
occasions asked the Foreign Secretary to look again at a full ban on arms sales. Will the
Minister now do so? ...
Finally, in the light of deep concerns about the direction that this conflict might take under
the second Trump presidency and following remarks made by Israeli Government
Ministers about annexation and actions on the ground in the west bank to extend illegal
settlements, does the Minister agree that now is the moment to recognise Palestine on the
1967 borders?
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col 738 Hamish Falconer: ... On arms sales, we have been clear ... that we have
taken steps in relation to the weapons at issue in Gaza. ... If the question relates
to the F-35 programme, | am happy to reiterate that we carved out that provision
because there was no other way to meet our obligations in relation to international
peace and security, and that remains the position.
On the matter of a ceasefire, efforts are ongoing. ...
| have raised the situation in Kamal Adwan and the wider matter about the provision
of healthcare in northern Gaza. | have been clear with the Israeli Government about
their obligations under international humanitarian law to ensure that proper medical
assistance is available to Gazan people. ...
| am pleased to repeat our position: we do not support the annexation of Gaza; we
support the 1967 boundaries; and we deplore illegal settlements, which is why we
took sanctions against them late last year.
Patricia Ferguson (Labour): ... At the UN, the UK called for Israel to abide by UNSC
resolution 2286 on the protection of civilians and healthcare. It is clear that Israel is not
abiding by that resolution ...
Hamish Falconer: We could not be clearer, either publicly or privately, about what
expectations fall on Israel in relation to health provision. ... It is a source of
enormous frustration to the ministerial team that, this far into the conflict, we are
still having to raise these issues ...
Kit Malthouse (Conservative): ... | was going to ask today about the fate of Dr Abu
Safiya, but | think we all know what will happen to him. | was going to ask about the babies
who are freezing to death while blankets are being denied entry into Gaza, but | do not
think we will be able to do much about that. The same applies to the denial of access for
cancer medication, anaesthetic, or crutches or, indeed, the bombing of every single
hospital.
col 739 The Minister said that he and his team are frustrated, but given the partial
application of international law and the Government’s unwillingness to take any significant
steps to either compel the imposition of a ceasefire or compliance with international law,
rather than being frustrated, is he not ashamed that millions of people in this country and
around the world believe that there is an inherent racism at the heart of British foreign
policy in this regard that says that Palestinian lives matter much less than any other lives,
or indeed than Israeli lives? ...
Hamish Falconer: There are places where | will take lessons about shame, but it
is not from the Conservative Benches, and particularly not on this issue. If they want
to give me a hard time about what is being done in relation to the people in Gaza,
they should turn to their own record, whether that is on aid into Gaza, the ICC or
the ICJ. ...
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour): In November, the Israel Defence Forces made an official
statement that they are getting closer to the complete evacuation of northern Gaza and
that Palestinians will not be permitted to return home. In December, Doctors Without
Borders reported on the clear signs of ethnic cleansing in the north of Gaza. ... Ethnic
cleansing is taking place before our very eyes, and the world remains silent. ...
Hamish Falconer: | can confirm that it is the view of the Government that
Palestinians must be able to travel freely between north and south Gaza, that there
can be no further illegal settlements, and that we will continue to condemn that in
the way we do in the west bank. There must be no annexation of Gaza.
Alistair Carmichael (Liberal Democrat): Do the Government acknowledge that what is
happening in northern Gaza is a campaign of ethnic cleansing? ...
Hamish Falconer: We have been incredibly clear about the position in northern
Gaza and about our deep concerns in relation to healthcare provision, aid going
into the area, the targeting of healthcare professionals, the detentions, the
importance of transparency where people have been taken, ensuring that they have
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adequate rights to see their lawyers, and that the ICRC can see people. ...
col 740 Sam Rushworth (Labour): ... it is clear to me that there have been egregious
breaches of international law. ... it is clear that the actions taken so far by the Government
have either not shifted the dial an inch ... Besides rhetorically supporting an international
court, what will the Government do to help gather evidence to protect witnesses and
ensure that there is justice and accountability?
Hamish Falconer: ... This Government have done more than rhetoric, whether it
is the £13 million of funding we announced in December; the £112 million of funding
for the Occupied Palestinian Territories; the quite different position we have taken
on questions of international justice, compared with our predecessors; or the
extensive funding we provide to the ICC each year to ensure that it can do its
work. ...
Greg Smith (Conservative): The aggressors in this situation are the terrorists in Hamas.
The ones who took and continue to hold hostages are the terrorists in Hamas. Does the
Minister therefore agree that the only concrete way to end this horror is for those terrorists
in Hamas to release the remaining hostages, and that talk of an unconditional ceasefire
gives those terrorists no incentive to free those innocent people?
Hamish Falconer: Hamas are terrorists and they should release the hostages
immediately.
Alice Macdonald (Labour Co-op): ... Ultimately, we need a ceasefire, but the health
system is on its knees. Will the Minister expand on whether he has specifically raised the
issue of women and girls and how our aid is being targeted to support access to sexual
and reproductive health services?
Hamish Falconer: ... we are clear that insufficient aid of all kinds is getting into
Gaza. ...
Brendan O’Hara (SNP): Exactly a year ago, Lord Cameron, when talking about the
situation in northern Gaza, told the Foreign Affairs Committee that “the conflict is now
effectively over there”.
Unfortunately, no one seems to have told Tel Aviv, because babies are still freezing to
death and the last hospital has been destroyed. ... does the Minister genuinely believe
that in another year from now he will be able to say that continuing to arm the IDF was
moral and legal?
col 741 Hamish Falconer: ... The Palestinians cannot wait. We are doing
everything we can. We have been calling for an immediate ceasefire since we came
into government. We will continue to take steps to try to advance that call.
Rosena Allin-Khan (Labour): | was left numb by the words a doctor wrote on a whiteboard
in the Al-Awda hospital in Gaza before he was killed by an Israeli air strike, which said:
“Whoever stays until the end will tell the story. We did what we could. Please remember
us.” We need to know that we did all we could. ...
Hamish Falconer: | remember those words from the whiteboard, and we must and
will spare no effort and will strain every sinew to try to do what we can to advance
the ceasefire as quickly as possible. It is already far too late.
Monica Harding (Liberal Democrat): ... in three weeks legislation to ban UNRWA will
come into force. ... Will the Minister set out what consequential steps the UK will take if
that comes into effect?
Hamish Falconer: ... We have raised those vital questions with the Israeli
Government. ... | will be saying more about UNRWA in the coming weeks if we are
not in a position to see that the Israelis have taken the action necessary to ensure
the sustained and continued support that Palestinians require and which only
UNRWA can provide.
Afzal Khan (Labour): Not one single hospital now operates in northern Gaza. Healthcare
staff continue to be targeted, resulting in the death of even more innocent civilians. ...
col 742 Hamish Falconer: ... what we have done is not enough ... We will continue
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to work as hard as we can, both in relation to UNRWA and directly with the Israeli
Government, to try to ensure that the aid provision, including medical provision, is
provided with urgency. ...
Mark Pritchard (Conservative): Of course Israel has the right to defend itself, but surely
the life of a Palestinian child is as precious as the life of an Israeli child ...
Hamish Falconer: ... Of course, for this Government the value of a Palestinian life
is exactly the same as that of an Israeli life ...
Paul Waugh (Labour Co-op): ... Will the Minister confirm that Israel’s actions have clearly
breached international law, and that a consequence of that will be the continued
suspension of weapons sales to Israel when it comes to Gaza?
Hamish Falconer: ... | confirm that all the developments in the conflict are
considered as part of the regular assessment process and contribute to the
assessments that we make.
Adnan Hussain (Independent): Report after report from reputable organisations ... have
concluded that Israel’s actions in Gaza are genocidal in nature. The scale of destruction
in northern Gaza has now been described as much worse than that in the aftermath of
Hiroshima. Will the Government change their position and identify that Israel’s actions in
Gaza are indeed genocidal in nature, and what action will be taken given the grave nature
of those facts?
Hamish Falconer: Determinations of genocide and war crimes are properly
matters for international courts ... The situation in Gaza is intolerable, and we will
continue to take steps to try to reduce the suffering.
col 743 Debbie Abrahams (Labour): ... Have the Government finally accepted the ICJ’s
advisory opinion, which is absolutely crucial to the delivery of a two-state solution and a
peace process?
Hamish Falconer: ... On the ICJ advisory opinion, we are still considering what
was a complex and far-reaching judgment with significant horizontal legal
implications as well as in relation specifically to the conflict. ... | am pleased to
confirm that we continue to consider Palestinian territory to be occupied, we
continue to take a position consistent with international law, and we continue to
condemn illegal settlements. ...
Desmond Swayne (Conservative): ... When that pressure manifestly fails to deliver, is
there a plan?
Hamish Falconer: ... We raise those issues with force. There are consequences
for sustained breaches of international humanitarian law, but it would be
inappropriate for me to comment in too much detail on how we conduct diplomatic
relations on those questions.
Polly Billington (Labour): ... Eight members of the Knesset have penned a letter to the
Israeli Defence Minister demanding that Israel destroy all sources of water, food and
energy for Palestinians in Gaza. They argue that Israel should do to the rest of Gaza what
it has been doing to the north. Will the Government ban entry of those eight Knesset
members, who are openly calling for the extermination of Palestinians in Gaza?
col 144 Hamish Falconer: ... we do not comment on sanctions measures in
advance of taking them, as doing so would reduce their impact, but | welcome the
opportunity to make a brief comment on the proceedings of the Knesset.
There is much said in other Parliaments with which we do not agree. We are clear
that obligations under international humanitarian law, and diplomatic obligations,
fall on the Israeli Government. We are clear with the Israeli Government on their
obligations under international humanitarian law, and we are clear about our policy
position. | will refrain from providing detailed commentary on the proceedings of
another Parliament.
Jeremy Corbyn (Independent): ... Will Britain continue supplying weapons, including
parts for jet planes, and allowing the use of RAF Akrotiri as a route for weapons to go to
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Israel to be used to destroy life in Gaza?
Hamish Falconer: ... In relation to the F-35 supply chain, where it is not possible
to disentangle components that might eventually end up in Israel, we have made a
carve-out for the arms suspension. Where we have been directly selling fighter jet
parts to Israel—whether for F-35s or other fighter jets—those licences have been
suspended. ...
Yasmin Qureshi (Labour): ... In October, the Prime Minister said that “the world will not
tolerate any more excuses on humanitarian assistance”, so what further action have we
taken to ensure that the assistance gets to the people who need it?
Hamish Falconer: ... we have taken further action, including further funding in
December for UNRWA. However, to be straightforward with my hon. Friend and
with the House, the further action we have taken has not had the effect we would
wish, which is clearly that greater aid reaches the Palestinians. ...
Wera Hobhouse (Liberal Democrat): ... The Minister’s previous answer on UNRWA was
simply not good enough. Where is the urgency to do something about this, making an
assessment of what it means if no more humanitarian aid is being delivered through
UNRWA?
col 745 Hamish Falconer: ... this Prime Minister is the first Prime Minister ever to
meet the commissioner-general of UNRWA, and in December we
announced further aid. We have repeatedly been clear with the Israelis, UNRWA
and the wider UN system, privately and publicly, about the vital role of UNRWA.
We are doing everything that could be hoped for to try and ensure that aid
continues. Clearly, there is no alternative to UNRWA at the scale at which it
operates—it is not possible to substitute for its function quickly or easily, and
indeed, it is mandated by the UN to perform that function. This is not a welcome
situation, and if we find ourselves this month in a situation where UNRWA cannot
function, | will say more to this House at that point. ...
John McDonnell (Independent): ... Over the Christmas period, while we have been
celebrating with our families, we have witnessed scenes of children starving and freezing
to death as a result of Israeli actions. ... The only solution we have seen in the pastis a
total isolation of a country, economically and militarily, to prevent it from performing war
crimes in the way that Israel has. This Government could take a leading role in that
isolation of Israel to bring it to some form of negotiated settlement, but one thing that grates
with me in particular is that we have an Israeli ambassador who is an advocate of a greater
Israel, refuses to recognise the Palestinian state and defies all the UN resolutions that
have been passed about how we can secure peace, and who still remains in this country.
Why are we not expelling the Israeli ambassador?
Hamish Falconer: | thank my right hon. Friend for his question, and recognise the
anguish in his voice about the scenes coming out of Gaza over the winter period.
He is right that | feel that anguish as well ...
It is tempting to think that, if only we had representatives who were more to our
taste politically, things would be easier. There is a clear disagreement between the
British and Israeli Governments about the conduct of the war in Gaza and the
humanitarian implications that flow from it. We will continue to make that
disagreement clear through all channels, both through the Israeli ambassador and
directly to the lIsraeli Government through the Foreign Minister, the Minister of
Strategic Affairs and the deputy Foreign Minister. We will continue to talk to the
Israeli Government about these issues—indeed, that is the only direct route to
secure the changes in the situation that we want to see.
col 746 Ellie Chowns (Green): ... What further evidence does the Minister need to
conclude that war crimes are being committed in Gaza and that a genocide is taking place,
and how can he continue to justify the export of any arms to Israel, given that it risks
making us complicit in the systematic destruction of healthcare in Gaza?
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Hamish Falconer: | refer the hon. Member to my previous answer on the question
of legal determinations about genocide. That is a question for international courts,
and international courts are considering it.
In relation to arms, | want once again to reassure the House that the measures we
have taken regarding arms licences are far-reaching. | have already discussed this
afternoon the carve-out for F-35 parts, which will remain the position. As for the
remaining arms licences, it is important to say that many of them are not in fact for
arms, but for dual-use equipment that requires licensing even if it is not for military
use. Even where they are military components, very few of the remaining licences
are going to the IDF; for example, they are for body armour and helmets that non-
governmental organisations use when they visit Gaza. ...
Sarah Owen (Labour): UNICEF reports that at least 17,000 children in Gaza are
unaccompanied, some so young that they do not even know their names. Continual
bombardment from Israeli forces makes family reunification impossible. The brutal reality
of injured children in Gaza is that thousands of child amputees have been operated on
without any pain relief or any chance of recovery, including a 10-year-old left for four hours
with rocket shrapnel in his leg in an overcrowded hospital that is now running out of fuel.
Will the Minister commit to insisting that the Israeli Government honour a ceasefire and
allow full access to aid and supplies? ...
Hamish Falconer: We are pressing the Israeli Government on a ceasefire, to show
the flexibility and take the urgent action required in order to ensure that hostages
are released, violence stops and Palestinians can return to some form of dignity
and security. ...
There is not enough medical provision—it is of neither the sophistication nor the
scale required to deal with the very many children who have been affected by this
war ...
col 747 ... too few people with medical emergencies—both children and adults—
have been able to leave Gaza. ... we have had some success, but limited success,
in ensuring that children and adults who either require urgent medical assistance
or family reunification are able to leave the Gaza strip. | hope to say a little more
about that in the coming weeks.
Martin Vickers (Conservative): ... We can all agree that Hamas should release the
hostages immediately, but does the Minister agree that the continued bombardment of
Gaza by the Israelis is not of itself going to deliver that? ...
Hamish Falconer: | regret that the situation does not remain the same a year on.
As we have heard, the situation in Gaza, northern Gaza, Lebanon and the west
bank is far, far worse. There have been material changes in the Occupied
Palestinian Territories and the wider region, and with the suffering of the
Palestinians, the Israeli hostage families and Lebanese civilians, there has been
considerable further suffering over the course of the past year. It is clear that the
only way to get a lasting, safer, more secure region for Palestinians, Israelis,
Lebanese, Yemenis and many others is a proper diplomatic solution, with a
resolution in the immediate term through a ceasefire and the release of hostages,
but also moving back towards a two-state solution that provides dignity and
sovereignty for the Palestinian people. We make that point with force to the Israelis
regularly. ...
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi (Labour): Reportedly, six babies have so far frozen to death in
Gaza, largely as a result of a denial of fuel, heating, shelter and medical care. People’s
tents are being flooded in the winter rains, diseases are spreading, aid access is virtually
non-existent and there is not one single operational hospital in northern Gaza, with
healthcare staff continually being targeted. What are the UK Government doing to ensure
that Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu immediately stops such atrocities and allows proper
aid access into Gaza, and that we finally get an end to the bloodshed in Palestine?
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Hamish Falconer: ... We are clear at every level of the urgency of the situation in
northern Gaza, and we will continue to have it in our minds each and every day
until the situation stabilises. It must stabilise both with adequate aid and medical
assistance, and with dignity and sovereignty for the Palestinians.
col 748 Mike Martin (Liberal Democrat): The case for further British action to protect
Gazan civilians is unanswerable. Is the Government’s moral integrity being damaged by
their inaction?
Hamish Falconer: Perhaps the hon. Member could be a bit clearer about what
further action this Government could be taking to try to protect Palestinian
civilians. ...
Mike Martin: Sanctions, arms sales, recognition of a Palestinian state ...
Hamish Falconer: ... we put in place extensive sanctions at the end of last year. |
will not comment on further sanctions ... | have discussed the recognition of a
Palestinian state and arms. | recognise the strength of feeling in the House, |
recognise how desperately people in this Chamber and across the world want to
see an urgent ceasefire in Gaza ...
Apsana Begum (Independent): Recently, a surgeon broke down as he told the
International Development Committee of drones descending after a bomb strike to shoot
children, with wounds that he believed reflected some form of artificial intelligence. |
understand that the Government are saying that, since September 2024, UK-made arms
are currently suspended where they may be used against civilians. ... can the Minister
confirm and clarify today whether UK-made drones that were exported to Israel before
September 2024 are being used to shoot civilians, including children, in the manner
described by the surgeon?
Hamish Falconer: | am familiar with the testimony of Professor Nizam Mamode,
and | saw his videos from when he was in Gaza. He is an impressive surgeon ...
and his testimony is harrowing. On the drones, | want to be clear that the
suspension of arms licences would cover exactly that activity.
Ben Lake (Plaid Cymru): It has been estimated that over 650 attacks have been launched
on healthcare facilities in Gaza and more than 1,000 healthcare workers have been killed,
injured or detained since October 2023. ...
Hamish Falconer: Ensuring adequate provision of medical assistance is an
obligation that falls on the Israeli Government. ...
col 749 Stella Creasy (Labour Co-op): ... Hamas are terrorists, but we need to be clear
in this House that this is not being done in the name of the hostage families. The hostages’
families do not want to see babies freezing to death in Gaza, and they know this will not
bring their loved ones home.
The Minister was clear with us earlier that he had seen aid piling up at the borders and that
Israel controls the borders. Impeding access to humanitarian aid is a direct breach of
international humanitarian law, so for the avoidance of doubt, is it his testimony that Israel
is impeding access at the borders by the way in which it is controlling them? ...
Hamish Falconer: ... | saw the hostage families in December, and my hon. Friend
is absolutely right. They are desperate for the safe return of their loved ones, and
we hold them in our hearts as their agony continues yet further.
On aid access, my hon. Friend is of course right that these questions are relevant
to determinations of international humanitarian law. When we set out the
assessment that underlined our action on the arms suspensions, we made
particular reference to the provision of aid into the occupied territories in Gaza ...
and it remains the clearest articulation of our view about international humanitarian
law and aid provision into Gaza.
Vikki Slade (Liberal Democrat): ... What is the Minister doing to progress the Palestinian
statehood that Norway, Spain, Ireland and more than 100 other countries have all
confirmed? ...
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Hamish Falconer: ... what we do in the Foreign Office is seek diplomatically to
advance a political solution, with an immediate ceasefire, the release of hostages
and, of course, a two-state solution. That two-state solution must include a
sovereign, viable Palestinian state alongside a safe and secure Israel, and the
routes to get there will be diplomatic. ... This is not just a question of recognition; it
is about a viable state that exists and functions next to a safe and secure Israel,
and that is the objective of this Government.
col 750 Jon Pearce (Labour): In recent weeks we have seen the distressing footage of
Israeli hostage Liri Albag, who has been held captive by Hamas for over 14 months. The
hostage families, including Mandy Damari, the mother of British national Emily Damari,
are campaigning day and night for the ICRC and other humanitarian organisations to have
access to the remaining hostages, but Hamas are refusing. Will the Minister condemn
Hamas'’s refusal to secure humanitarian access to the remaining hostages and set out
what steps he is taking to return those hostages to their families?
Hamish Falconer: ... | do condemn both Hamas’s refusal to release the hostages,
with British nationals and UK-linked persons among them, and the lack of access
for the ICRC and other medical agencies. | am consistent on this point: whether it
is Israeli hostages or Palestinians in Israeli detention, the ICRC provides vital work
and a lifesaving function, and access should be provided to it in times of conflict on
both sides. ...
Stephen Gethins (SNP): ... It is a man-made humanitarian disaster ... it is a humanitarian
catastrophe. In the medium to long term, a brutalised population makes us all less secure
and disrespect for international law makes us all less secure. ...
When | was first elected, | got in touch with the Government straightaway about a Fire
Brigades Union donation, and | got many of the same words then as | do now. It is months
on. ...
Hamish Falconer: The hon. Member mentions a fire engine that the FBU has
generously donated to try to contribute to relief efforts in Palestine. ... | am
frustrated that | have not been able to secure that fire engine for use in Gaza,
alongside the many other pieces of aid and vital equipment that so many in this
House know is not going to the Palestinian people. ... | wish that | had been able
to secure that fire engine into Palestine, just as | wish | had been able to secure the
neonatal support we have discussed, the medical support that has been raised or
the many other items of international aid which | have seen with my own eyes in al-
Arish that have not crossed through the Rafah crossing or anywhere else into
Gaza. ...
col 751 Clive Betts (Labour): ... the Government’s position is that Israel has no veto on
the creation of a Palestinian state. The Minister just said in response to a previous question
that recognition has to come through diplomatic efforts. Do those diplomatic efforts have
to involve Israel? If so, and Israel refuses to co-operate in them, does that not effectively
give Israel a veto over the creation of a Palestinian state?
Hamish Falconer: We have to be straightforward about the situation in Israel and
Palestine at the moment. There are Occupied Palestinian Territories that have
illegal settlements and an IDF presence. To get to a viable two-state solution, we
are going to need agreement on both sides. The two states would need to live side
by side with arrangements in place to ensure that both were safe, secure and
sovereign, so | cannot see a route to a two-state solution that does not involve
serious negotiations with the lIsraeli Government in order to reach a lasting
settlement. ... That is not to say that the Israelis can veto whether or not the
Palestinians are entitled to a state, but it is a fact of reality that both states would
need to work side by side to ensure each other’s safety and security.
Andrew George (Liberal Democrat): The Netanyahu regime continues to seek to justify
its cold-blooded slaughter of Palestinian people behind the dishonest facade of self-
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defence. While the Minister asserts that the Government are taking an even-handed
approach in this regard, he will remember that only two months ago the UK military
intervened to protect innocent life in Israel by intercepting bombs. Taking on board the
passions in the Chamber, the question is about equivalence. What actions have the
Government taken to do the same for Palestinian people in Gaza?
Hamish Falconer: The hon. Member refers to missiles sent by the Iranians to strike
Israel, and we will act in Israel's legitimate self-defence in accordance with
international humanitarian law. We do not want to see Iranian missiles rain down
on Israeli civilians. The military scenario here is totally different: Israeli troops are
inside Gaza. This is not a question of missiles crossing international borders, or
going overseas. On a number of occasions, there have been risks of direct
exchange between Iran and Israel. As many in the House will know, the military
questions about whether the UK could act to take down missiles would be
dependent on the circumstances. At the heart of the question the hon. Member
poses is whether we are even-handed on issues of international humanitarian law,
and we are. It is a great regret that our close partner Israel is acting in a way that
causes us concern about serious risks to international humanitarian law, and we
have said so as clearly and explicitly as we can.
Harpreet Uppal (Labour): May | return to the issue of UNRWA? Philippe Lazzarini, its
head, visited Parliament just before Christmas and was very clear about the consequences
if its operations are banned. ...
col 752 Hamish Falconer: |, too, have met with commissioner-general Lazzarini
and discussed the implications of the Knesset votes. We are clear with the Israelis
about the role that UNRWA plays, both practically at the volume that it operates
and also its role as mandated by the UN, and we will continue to be so.
Jess Brown-Fuller (Liberal Democrat): Women who can get access to hospital provision
in northern Gaza are undergoing C-sections without any anaesthetic, and new mothers—
180 every day—are struggling to find clean water to provide formula for their new babies
or continue to breastfeed, but Israel continues to restrict aid. ... what consequences can
Israel expect from this Government if it continues to ignore international law and the urgent
requirement to get the care that is needed for women and children in Gaza?
Hamish Falconer: As | said earlier, the situation for new mothers, for expectant
mothers and, indeed, for the majority of vulnerable Palestinians is appalling and
needs to change urgently. The obligations on the Israeli state under international
humanitarian law are clear. ...
Toby Perkins (Labour): Israel’s conduct in this war is not just an attack on the people of
Palestine; it is an attack on the international rules-based approach, the international
community and the United Nations. ...
Hamish Falconer: ... this Government have been clear that we stand for a rules-
based international order. Where anyone, whatever our relationship with them,
takes steps that undermine that order, they undermine the safety and security of
British nationals and many others. We are clear, with the Israelis and others, where
we are concerned that there are breaches of international humanitarian law...
col 7563 Richard Foord (Liberal Democrat): The Minister said at the outset, “The UK is
doing all we can to alleviate this suffering” in Gaza. Does the Minister really think that?
The Government are not even tracking British components for F-35 fighter jets, which are
being used in northern Gaza.
Hamish Falconer: On F-35s, where we are in a position to track components
directly, we have suspended those arms licences. Where our components are part
of a global supply chain and where measures to restrict their onward sale would
bring down the overall F-35 function, we have done a carve-out ... on the basis of
concerns about international peace and security.
Andy Slaughter (Labour): ... Do we not need to raise our game, and should recognition
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not be the first step in that? Will he clarify what he said a few moments ago about Israelis
not having a veto over whether we recognise Palestine or when we recognise Palestine,
which should be now?
Hamish Falconer: ... The Israeli Government have no veto over whether we
recognise a Palestinian state, or when we recognise a Palestinian state. ... talks
with Israel about a two-state solution will be a necessary part of a sustainable
solution in the region. ...
Jim Shannon (DUP): ... Does [the Minister] agree that the only way to preserve peace
and stability in north Gaza is to ensure the complete dismantling and destruction of the
Hamas terrorist network, which is a threat to Israeli and Palestinian civilians. The principal
way to achieve that is through robust international co-operation and targeted action.
Furthermore, what measures will the UK Government put in place to support a sustainable
peace framework that prioritises security for Israel while addressing the urgent
humanitarian needs of the Gaza civilian population?
col 7564 Hamish Falconer: Hamas are a terrorist group, and | hope they will have
no future role in Gaza or any of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. They are a
threat not just to Israel, and they hold British nationals and UK-linked people in
horrific conditions. We have heard little from them in months and months. We have
no access. ... We are in talks with our counterparts about how we might reach a
future Gaza that provides for the safety and security of Israel, but also, vitally, the
questions of humanitarian access, dignity and sovereignty that have been
discussed this afternoon.
Richard Burgon (Independent): Israel is ignoring international law, ignoring the world’s
top court’s rulings and ignoring the United Nations. Let us be totally frank: Israel is ignoring
everything that the Government say. If the Minister is serious about getting Israel to stop
its genocidal war, the Government must act and that must mean widespread sanctions.
That means ending all arms exports, including the parts for the jets bombing Gaza, and it
means sanctions on trade with Israel. ...
Hamish Falconer: | will not comment on forthcoming sanctions, but | confirm that
this Government remain opposed to war crimes anywhere that they occur. ...
Rachael Maskell (Labour Co-op): | listened to what the Minister said about the
recognition of a viable Palestine, as opposed to the recognition of Palestine. ... will he take
the first step in recognising the state of Palestine, before moving to a full viable Palestine,
as he describes?
Hamish Falconer: ... We would want to create the conditions for a sovereign
Palestinian state that could perform the basic functions of a state, so it would need
to be viable. ...
col 755 Andy McDonald (Labour): ...The continued repetition of the call for a review and
keeping matters under review does not move the dial one jot. Israel is just laughing at the
UK. ... While we have been home at Christmas celebrating with our children and
grandchildren, in Gaza children are being burnt to death as bombs rain down upon them,
buildings crush their little bones and six babies die of hypothermia. ... this continued
dancing around and avoiding of clear legal definitions of genocide, ethnic cleansing and
crimes of extermination is just prevarication. ...
Hamish Falconer: ... The force of his question is obviously right. We have taken
far-reaching steps, yet we are all still seeing images on our televisions and hearing
about them on our radio; they remain deeply distressing. We will continue to do
everything that we can about a situation that is distressing for the civilians affected
and for the region, and in which there are questions about adherence to
international humanitarian law. ...
The situation in Palestine is appalling, as it has been for a long time in Yemen, Syria
and a range of other places. ... That our efforts do not secure the progress that we
want does not mean that we are not making them. ...
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Josh Fenton-Glynn (Labour): ... What steps will the Minister take to ensure that Israel
abides by its responsibility under international law to protect medical staff and access to
healthcare?
Hamish Falconer: ... | have raised with the Israeli Government the hospitals and
the people mentioned in many of the questions this afternoon, and | will continue to
do so.
col 756 Jacob Collier (Labour): ... Kamal Adwan hospital in northern Gaza should be a
crucial lifeline for countless civilians, but the IDF have forcibly evacuated the hospital,
detained its medical staff and disrupted its vital services. What consequences on Israel
will there be for that action to safeguard those medical institutions and ensure the
uninterrupted flow of medical aid?
Hamish Falconer: ... we are raising those hospitals and the overall question of
medical provision with the Israelis, and we will continue to do so.
Andrew Pakes (Labour): ... every time we meet, the situation seems to have become
more desperate, even in recent weeks, with babies freezing, the continued bombing of
hospitals and real concerns about the annexation of Gaza. ... what reassurances can the
Minister give the House that the UK will continue to lead the world community for peace,
an immediate ceasefire and, most importantly, getting aid in where it is needed now?
Hamish Falconer: | thank my hon. Friend for his commitment to these issues. |
confirm that the UK will continue to press with our allies for proper aid access and
for an immediate ceasefire, and we will take that position regardless of the views of
others. ...
Yuan Yang (Labour): ... we would like more action; we do not think that the current action
is enough. | remind him of the comments made by the Prime Minister on looking into
sanctions against Minister Ben-Gvir and Minister Smotrich for their comments supporting
the illegal resettlement of northern Gaza. When may he be able to give us an update on
that?
col 757 Hamish Falconer: ... we try not to trail sanctions decisions before they are
taken. ...
Chris Murray (Labour): ... the fact remains that not one hospital operates in northern
Gaza, healthcare workers have been detained and targeted, and medical aid is blocked.
... The systematic destruction of a healthcare system is a crime against international
humanitarian law. ...
Hamish Falconer: ... We have to be honest about the medical system in Gaza,
which is insufficient on almost any of the points raised this afternoon. Of course,
there is still provision ... [at] the Indonesian hospital, where we believe patients are
sheltering in facilities that are not properly functional and unable to provide the
quality of care that anyone should reasonably expect at a hospital. ...
Helena Dollimore (Labour Co-op): ... One of the most disturbing trends in this conflict is
the huge number of aid workers who have lost their lives—over 300 humanitarian workers
to date. ... In the recess, we saw an air strike on Sana’a airport, when a plane operated
by UNHAS—the UN Humanitarian Air service, which our Government proudly contribute
to—was on the runway. The head of the UN World Food Programme was also in the airport
at that time. ...
col 758 Hamish Falconer: ... Most particularly in relation to the death of British
nationals, but also in relation to all such incidents, we continue to press for a proper
legal process in Israel to ensure that where aid workers are killed, there are proper
investigations and full legal consequences where that is appropriate. ...
Brian Leishman (Labour): ... there is no grey area to be had here: to sell arms is to be
complicit. How can the Government realistically and honestly say that Britain is doing
everything it can for a ceasefire and for peace when we continue to sell any arms to Israel?
Hamish Falconer: | have been clear about the position in relation to F-35s. | have
a responsibility, as do the rest of the Government, to try to ensure Britain’s national

20



security. That includes, where we have entered into multi-nation, complex
programmes such as the F-35, not bringing those programmes down where that
would undermine international peace and security. ...
On other arms that are not suspended, | think that this House would be much
reassured to see the detail of those licences. | am sure that everybody wants body
armour and helmets on aid workers going into dangerous areas. | am sure that
everybody would want us to focus on the arms that could be used in breaches of
international humanitarian law, not other arms.
Douglas McAllister (Labour): This year has started with a horrific intensification of Israeli
air strikes raining down on civilians and children. Israel has intensified its assault on the
already decimated healthcare services in Gaza ... have we not reached the stage where
the UK should immediately end all arms trade and exports with Israel?
Hamish Falconer: ... we have sought to focus on those weapons that could be
used for a serious breach of international humanitarian law. We have taken far-
reaching action. We have sought to safeguard Britain’s national security in relation
to the F-35 programme and exclude licenses that we judge do not contribute to a
risk of breach of international humanitarian law. This is far-reaching action focused
on weapons that could be used in breaches. | remain of the view that it is the correct
judgment.
To read the full transcript see
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2025-01-07/debates/FE34A233-FB1C-4F48-
998C-835B4316E47F/NorthernGaza

Information about the Committee inquiry referred to above by Emily Thornberry can be read at
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/867 6/the-israelipalestinian-conflict/

UNSCR 2286, referred to above by Patricia Ferguson, can be read at
https://undocs.org/en/S/RES/2286(2016)

The UK statement to the UN Security Council, referred to above by Patricia Ferguson, can
be read at
https://www.qgov.uk/qgovernment/speeches/the-deterioration-of-the-healthcare-situation-in-
gaza-is-completely-unacceptable-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

Lord Cameron’s comment to the Foreign Affairs Committee, referred to above by Brendan
O’Hara, can be read at
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14047/html/

The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion referred to above by Debbie Abrahams
can be read at
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf

The Prime Minister’s comment referred to above by Yasmin Qureshi can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/qgovernment/speeches/om-speech-in-berlin-18-october-2024

Professor Nizam Mamode’s evidence to the International Development Committee,
referred to above by Apsana Begum, can be read at
https.//committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/14985/html/

The assessment relating to the suspension of arms sales licences, referred to above by
Hamish Falconer, can be read at
https://www.qov.uk/government/publications/summary-of-the-international-humanitarian-
law-ihl-process-decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account/summary-of-the-ihl-process-
decision-and-the-factors-taken-into-account

The Prime Minister’s comment about sanctions, referred to above by Yuan Yang, can be read at
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2024-10-16/debates/9C206E7E-CDC1-4E7A-8B2B-
876723663536/Engagementstcontribution-C03F3A21-A18C-48F1-B496-15D0B0A0869B
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House of Commons Written Answer

Visas: Palestinians
Abtisam Mohamed (Labour) [21088] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home
Department, whether her Department has made an assessment of the feasibility of
Palestinians in Gaza seeking to make a UK visa application enrolling their biometrics in a
Visa Application Centre in (a) Ramallah and (b) Jerusalem.
Seema Malhotra: Biometrics underpin the UK immigration system to support
identity assurance and suitability checks on foreign nationals who are subject to
immigration control.
In most circumstances, foreign nationals who are required to apply for entry
clearance to come to the UK are required to enrol their biometrics in the form of a
facial image and fingerprints as part of the application process at a visa application
centre.
We will accept applications from those in Gaza, at any of the UK’s Visa Application
Centres. Customers can visit Welcome to VFS Global | vfsglobal for an up to date
list of Visa Application Centres in the region.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21088

UK Parliament Early Day Motion

Shockat Adam (Independent) [601] Detainment of Dr Hussam Abu Safiya — That this
House condemns Israel’s raid and destruction of Kamal Adwan Hospital, one of the last
functioning hospitals in Gaza; expresses deep concern over the detention of Dr Hussam
Abu Safiya, the director of the hospital and a paediatric specialist; calls for his immediate
release along with other detained medical personnel in accordance with international
humanitarian law which safeguards medical workers from detention and harm in conflict
settings; condemns Israel's systematic and deliberate targeting of healthcare facilities and
personnel in Gaza; further calls on the government to exert pressure on Israel to uphold
the rights of medical professionals and ensure the protection of healthcare facilities; and
expresses solidarity with all those working to provide medical care and humanitarian aid
in Gaza.

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/62950

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

Hamish Falconer Israel must urgently clarify the reasons for the detention of health
workers in Gaza, including Hassam Abu Safiya and Mohammed Hamouda. Gazans must
have access to effective healthcare and civilians should be protected at all costs.
https://x.com/HFalconerMP/status/1876994634762654117
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Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
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https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Second Reading, House of Lords
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-07/debates/B7CFA2EB-20A9-47B0-99E 3-
2D82FAA1C7C9/Terrorism(ProtectionOfPremises)Bill

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP
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Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes tomorrow
Burial and Cremation [Law Commission] (closing date 9 January 2025)
https://lawcom.gov.uk/project/burial-and-cremation/

** closes in 7 days

Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date
15 January 2025)

https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/

Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”)
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/

Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025)
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-leqgislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
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