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Home Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Muslims 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch (Non-affiliated) [HL3696] To ask His Majesty's Government 
what proportion of the population was Muslim at the time of the last census, and what is 
their projection for the next 10 years. 

Baroness Twycross: The information requested falls under the remit of the UK 
Statistics Authority. … 
As National Statistician and Chief Executive of the UK Statistics Authority, I am 
responding to your Parliamentary Question … 
Please see Table 1 which includes the data on the proportion of the population that 
identified as Muslim in the 2021 Census. Please note that this is a voluntary 
question which had a 94% response rate to the question. 
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) does not currently produce projections on 
religion or any other characteristic that might indicate the size of the Muslim 
population in the future. 
Table 1: 2021 Census dataset for England and Wales, including total usual 
residents, Muslims, and not answered [1]. 

Religion England and Wales England Wales 

  number % number % number % 

Total: All 
usual 
residents 

59,597,540    100 56,490,048 100 3,107,494    100 

Muslim 3,868,133 6.5 3,801,186 6.7 66,947 2.2 

Not 
answered 

3,595,589        6 3,400,548        6 195,041 6.3 

Source: Office for National Statistics … 
[1] In order to protect against disclosure of personal information, records have been  
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swapped between different geographic areas and counts perturbed by small 
amounts. Small counts at the lowest geographies will be most affected. 
UKSA Letter 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/hl3696  
 

TOP 

 

Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Middle East: Military Aid 
Bobby Dean (Liberal Democrat) [901981] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, 
what discussions he has had with Cabinet colleagues on the provision of military support 
in the context of conflict in the Middle East. 

Luke Pollard: We keep our military engagement in the Middle East under 
continuous review and any changes are discussed with relevant Departments as 
appropriate. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/901981  
 

UNRWA 
Nick Timothy (Conservative) [21093] To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office, whether 
the Prime Minister and the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East discussed (a) delivering UNRWA 
operations in Hamas-controlled areas and (b) steps UNRWA is taking to ensure the 
political neutrality of its staff during their meeting on 11 December 2024. 

Abena Oppong-Asare: I refer the Hon Member to the read-out of the meeting 
on GOV.UK 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21093  
 

The read-out referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-unrwa-commissioner-11-december-2024  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Chris Hinchliff (Labour) [20763] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what recent discussions he has had with his 
counterpart in Israel on hostages in Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: Securing an immediate ceasefire and the safe release of all 
hostages, including Emily Damari and three other hostages with strong UK links, 
remains the UK's top priority. We have continuously supported hostage talks, and 
continue to work alongside our allies and partners in the region, exercising every 
possible diplomatic lever to see the hostages immediately released. On 8 
December, the Foreign Secretary spoke with his Israeli counterpart, Gideon Sa'ar, 
and stressed the importance of securing a ceasefire to enable the safe return of 
Emily Damari and the three other UK-linked hostages and see an end to the war in 
Gaza. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20753  
 

Gaza: Israel 
Brian Leishman (Labour) [21152] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, whether the attack on the World Central Kitchen 
convoy in Gaza on 1 April 2024 was (a) reviewed as and (b) found to be a potential violation  

 

https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1751923/original/PQHL3696%20(1).pdf
https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1751923/original/PQHL3696%20(1).pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/hl3696
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-19/901981
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21093
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-unrwa-commissioner-11-december-2024
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20753
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of International Humanitarian Law by his Department. 
Hamish Falconer: The killing of seven World Central Kitchen aid workers, including 
three British nationals, in an Israeli airstrike in Gaza on 1 April was appalling. We 
continue to press the Government of Israel to improve the safety environment for 
aid workers in Gaza, which is the deadliest in the world. Over 320 aid workers have 
been killed in Gaza since the conflict began on October 7. I most recently raised 
this with Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Sharron Haskel on Friday 29 November. 
We continue to keep Israel's compliance with International Humanitarian Law (IHL) 
in Gaza under review through regular assessments. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21152  
 

Gaza: Humanitarian Aid 
Sarah Hall (Labour) [20888] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, what recent steps he has taken to push for greater humanitarian 
access to Gaza. 

Hamish Falconer: As the Prime Minister has said, the world will not tolerate any 
more excuses on humanitarian assistance. We continue to press Israel to end its 
aid restrictions and ensure that the UN and humanitarian partners can work safely 
and effectively. The Foreign Secretary recently wrote to Israeli Foreign Minister 
Sa'ar, alongside French and German counterparts, calling on Israel to urgently 
increase aid, and implement the UN's plan to prepare the civilian population for 
winter. I raised these issues with Deputy Foreign Minister Haskel on 5 December 
and the Foreign Secretary raised this again with Foreign Minister Sa'ar in their call 
on 8 December. We continue to work alongside our international partners to press 
for an immediate ceasefire, the immediate release of the hostages, better protection 
of civilians and a significant increase in aid to Gaza. At a UN Security Council 
meeting on 18 November, the Foreign Secretary reiterated that there is no excuse 
for Israeli restrictions on humanitarian aid and that they must be lifted. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20888  
 

The Foreign Secretary’s speech to the UN Security Council referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/there-is-no-excuse-for-israeli-restrictions-on-
humanitarian-aid-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council  
 

 

House of Lords Oral Answers 

Gaza: Humanitarian Situation 
Baroness Helic (Conservative): To ask His Majesty’s Government (1) what 
representations they are making to the Government of Israel and (2) what steps they plan 
to take to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza, following reports of infant deaths due to 
hypothermia and starvation. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (Baroness Chapman of Darlington): … The suffering that 
we are seeing in Gaza is intolerable. The UK is committed to alleviating this. We 
announced £112 million for the Occupied Palestinian Territories this financial year, 
while also supporting Palestinians in the wider region. Our support has provided 
52,900 shelter items, 76,000 wound care kits, 1.3 million items of medicine and 500 
warm children’s clothing kits. The UK continues to press the Government of Israel 
to better protect civilians in Gaza. In November the Foreign Secretary wrote, with 
his French and German counterparts, to urge Israel to ensure sufficient winter 
preparations and supplies. 

Baroness Helic: … A year ago, on 26 January 2024, the International Court of Justice 
issued the first set of  provisional  orders  in  the  case  of  the  application  of  the  genocide  

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-18/21152
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-17/20888
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/there-is-no-excuse-for-israeli-restrictions-on-humanitarian-aid-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/there-is-no-excuse-for-israeli-restrictions-on-humanitarian-aid-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council
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convention in the Gaza Strip. Less than a year later, nowhere are civilians in Gaza safe. 
Everything and everybody is a target. Schools, hospitals, civilian infrastructure, aid 
workers, journalists, medics and civilians are all reduced to rubble and corpses. North 
Gaza has been under a near-total siege for more than two months and south Gaza is 
under constant bombardment. Today, an eighth baby froze to death.  
According to Tom Fletcher, the head of OCHA, the Israeli authorities have denied over 100 
requests to access north Gaza since 6 October. With the fear of polio spreading to the 
region, the UN was able to respond and vaccinate 600,000 children twice. Now we see 
babies dying of cold when blankets and shelter, and all the aid that we have paid for, have 
been sat waiting to enter Gaza for six months. Removing UNRWA, the largest aid 
organisation on the ground, is another step in the wrong direction. 
The only way anything can change is with political will. Given that nothing the UK has done 
so far has shifted the dynamic on the ground and prevented this catastrophic loss of life, 
what will now change? What will HMG do to defend international humanitarian law, 
maintain UNRWA’s vital work and secure the basic protection of civilians in Gaza, including 
humanitarian access and the release of hostages? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … We were quick to reinstate aid to UNRWA. 
She is quite correct to point out that October and November 2024 were the worst 
months since 2023 for access to Gaza. The success—if I can put it that way—of 
the polio vaccination programme shows that access can be achieved. When it can 
be facilitated, it can be used to good effect and can save lives. We urge the Israeli 
Government to allow the international community, we think through UNRWA—if 
there is another viable way of doing this, we would be interested, but our 
assessment is that there is no viable alternative to UNRWA at this time—to have 
that access, so that the protection from the weather, the food and the medicine that 
are so urgently needed can be provided. 

Lord Pannick (Crossbench): My Lords, have the Government made an assessment of 
how much of the large quantities of aid entering Gaza is being stolen by Hamas, either for 
its own purposes or for sale on the black market at grossly inflated prices, to the enormous 
detriment of the people of Gaza? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: My Lords, the situation here is desperate and 
urgent. Although I have no doubt that the things the noble Lord describes, highlights 
and brings to this Chamber’s attention do happen, I point out that we are in a 
situation where there is a humanitarian catastrophe, where 90% of the population 
has been displaced—sometimes multiple times—and where half the identified 
bodies are women and children. So our priority at this time is for de-escalation of 
the conflict, yes, but also to meet the urgent humanitarian need. 

Lord Grocott (Labour): Can my noble friend confirm that, since this conflict began, many 
reports have told us that schools have been attacked by the Israelis, involving the killing 
of children; that hospitals have been attacked, involving the killing of children; that areas 
designated as being safe by the Israelis have been attacked, resulting in the killing of 
children; and that, overall, at least 11,000 children have been killed, including 710 babies 
under the age of 12 months? If any of these allegations are true, do they not clearly 
constitute a gross violation of international humanitarian law? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: We are very clear—noble Lords have heard 
me and others say this repeatedly—that Israel has a clear right to defend itself. 
There is no moral equivalence with the horrific attack that Israel was subject to. But 
the defence that it has every right to undertake must be conducted in accordance 
with international humanitarian law. 

Viscount Hailsham (Conservative): My Lords, can the Minister please tell her 
counterparts in the Israeli foreign office that many of us who have been long supporters of 
Israel find it very difficult now to reconcile the deaths of 45,000 people, many of whom are 
wholly unconnected with terrorism, either with the requirements of self-defence or with the  
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principles of a just war? 
Baroness Chapman of Darlington: We take our advocacy role seriously, and we 
are glad to undertake it. We do make the points about humanitarian law, the 
protection of civilians and the access that we need to provide humanitarian aid. We 
make those cases privately, yes—but we are now in a situation where we make 
them publicly too. 

Lord Purvis of Tweed (Liberal Democrat): … Not to strive to protect children in conflict 
is a war crime. Forcibly moving civilians to areas where there is no shelter, medicine, food 
or sanitation is a war crime. Militaries actively depopulating civilian areas permanently after 
conflict is a war crime. These continue to be advocated by members of the Israeli 
Government, two members of which these Benches have called for the UK to sanction. 
Why have our Government not indicated to the Israeli Government that there are 
consequences for breaching international humanitarian law and the institution of war 
crimes? Our relationship with the Israeli Government cannot carry on as it is. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: In pointing out that those acts are war crimes, 
the noble Lord is absolutely right. What I do not think is right is for me, at this 
Dispatch Box, to proclaim who is or is not guilty of a war crime. We make the case 
to the Israeli Government in the strongest possible terms, privately and publicly, 
about the necessity of adhering to international humanitarian law. 

Baroness Gohir (Crossbench): My Lords, eight members of the Israeli parliament’s 
foreign affairs and defence committee recently wrote to the Defence Minister demanding 
that he order Israeli forces in Gaza to destroy all energy, water and food sources. Are the 
Government aware of this, and what are they doing specifically to challenge these 
genocidal attitudes? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: I am not sure what a genocidal attitude is, but 
I will into what the noble Baroness has highlighted. I was not aware of that letter, 
but I will look into it for her. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon (Conservative): My Lords, as the Minister knows, the 
previous Government worked directly with the neighbouring states—Egypt, Jordan and 
indeed Lebanon—which are key partners, ensuring that land routes were open. We were 
also there in the mix on the ground. What physical meetings have taken place with Israel, 
Jordan and Lebanon to ensure that these land access points are open? As I have said 
repeatedly in the House, we also explored air routes and maritime routes. I accept that 
they are not as effective as land routes, but we have seen a void. This is not happening; 
we need to act now. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: … My right honourable friend Anneliese 
Dodds was in the region in December having just those conversations. The noble 
Lord is right: anybody who can do anything, no matter how seemingly small, needs 
to lend their shoulder to the wheel to support people, to get the medical aid in and 
to address the humanitarian disaster that we see unfolding in Gaza. 

Lord Soames of Fletching (Conservative): My Lords, is the Minister aware that, for many 
of us, this institutionalised cruelty is contrary to all the laws of war? It does not seem to 
many of us that Britain is making enough of this. We owe it to those children and others in 
the freezing cold to make much more of this disgraceful behaviour. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: We are providing £112 million to the Occupied 
Territories, and £41 million specifically for UNRWA, because we understand that it 
is desperate. We want the conflict to stop, we want the violence to stop and we 
want children to be safe. We are unable to achieve that immediately, but what we 
ought to be able to achieve very quickly is to get that aid in. At the moment that 
depends on facilitation by the Israeli Government. That has not been happening, 
and that is what we are calling for. 

Baroness Fox of Buckley (Non-affiliated): My Lords, the humanitarian cost of the 
horrors of war is especially brutal in winter—though shocking  in  any  circumstances. I am  
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nervous when the main culprit named so far in this debate is Israel, as though nobody else 
is involved. To go back to the Question, aid that gets through is not being distributed. Israel 
is not to blame for that; it is because Hamas and the forces there are not allowing it to get 
to those who need it. I just cannot let this Question go without reminding noble Lords of 
the hostages, particularly Emily Damari, who is a British citizen. This war did not come out 
of nowhere. Israel did not start it and is not to blame for its horrific consequences. 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: Where I agree with the noble Baroness is that 
the hostages ought to be released, and released immediately. They ought to be at 
home with their families, and she is right to raise that. I do not agree with the 
suggestion that it is a futile act to get aid in to support those children. It has been 
proven through the vaccine programme that, where there is the will to do this, it can 
be done at  speed and at scale. Our view is that UNRWA is best placed to deliver 
that, which is why we are calling for UNRWA immediately to be able to access Gaza 
in the way that it needs in order to get those supplies in quickly. 

Baroness Blower (Labour): There have been many calls from these Benches and other 
places for the Government to consider urgent temporary medical evacuation, in particular 
for children who are desperately ill, facing death and terribly injured. Does my noble friend 
have any comments on that? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: This is a really important question. The 
situation as it stands at the moment, as my noble friend will know, is that it is best 
for people who need medical treatment to be treated as close to where they are as 
possible. Clearly, this situation is desperate and exceptional, and the Government 
will look compassionately at what is happening. Where we can assist, we will. 

Lord Walney (Crossbench): I hear what the Minister says on this, but can she reflect on 
whether it is the most effective way in which to help the Palestinian people for this House, 
this Government and the UN community to repeatedly castigate Israel while apparently 
minimising the fact that these aid convoys are being routinely violently looted by Hamas 
to stop the aid getting to the people who desperately need it? 

Baroness Chapman of Darlington: I take the noble Lord’s question as a 
suggestion of his concern that the aid gets to where it is needed. That is the spirit 
in which I take his question, and I thank him for that. All I can do is repeat the point 
that the very difficult task of getting children vaccinated multiple times in a short 
period was delivered successfully and saved thousands of children’s lives. My 
challenge is to say to anybody who is able to facilitate the aid getting in that they 
have a responsibility to make sure that happens. We can provide the aid and the 
money, and we have done, but getting it to the people who desperately need it 
needs the help of the Israeli Government. 

To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-
A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation  

 

The International Court of Justice Orders referred to above by Baroness Helic can be read at 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240126-ord-01-00-en.pdf  
and 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240328-ord-01-00-en.pdf  
and 
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240524-ord-01-00-en.pdf  
 

 

Northern Ireland Assembly Written Answer 

Armaments: IDF 
Patsy McGlone (SDLP) [AQW 19905/22-27] To ask the Minister for the Economy to detail 
any  support   Invest  NI  has   provided  to  companies   involved  in  the   manufacture  of  

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2025-01-06/debates/FD958F49-9AEE-451E-914C-A50D0BF6A33F/GazaHumanitarianSituation
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240126-ord-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240328-ord-01-00-en.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20240524-ord-01-00-en.pdf
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armaments which have subsequently been supplied to the Israeli Defence Forces in each 
of the last five years. 

Minister for the Economy: Invest NI is not aware of any companies it supports 
that are involved in the manufacture of armaments which have subsequently been 
supplied to the Israeli Defence Forces. 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=421632  
 
 

United Nations 

First Person: Gaza, where starving people are trapped in a land reduced to rubble 
“We saw dead bodies scattered to the left and right, decomposing in the sun”, 
recounts Jonathan Dumont, Head of Emergency Communications at the World Food 
Programme (WFP). A veteran of conflict zones around the world, he says that the 
destruction and suffering he witnessed in Gaza is on a “different scale”. 
Since the fierce bombardment of Gaza by Israel began in October 2023, in response to a 
deadly Hamas attack on the country, over 45,000 Palestinians have been killed, and over 
100,000 injured. 
The vast majority of Gazans, around 90 per cent, are internally displaced, forced to relocate 
several times to avoid airstrikes and fighting. Meanwhile, they struggle to find food or 
shelter: hundreds of thousands of homes have been destroyed, and 345,000 people are 
facing catastrophic levels of food insecurity. … 
“‘I need food, man’, Abdul Rahmen told me. We were in the southwestern Gazan city of 
Khan Younis, where men ladled out steaming rice into bowls thrust out by a desperate 
crowd. … 
‘I was ambitious. I had dreams’, Rahmen said, describing expectations as shattered as the 
buildings around us. ‘But I need food. I can’t buy bread’. … 
A massive backlog of urgently needed supplies – including boxes of medicine, food and 
other aid – awaited clearance [at Kerem Shalom], and for the few available trucks and 
authorized drivers able to navigate destroyed roads, desperate crowds and armed gangs 
to deliver them. … 
The size of the US city of Detroit, Gaza today is a mountain of rubble … 
There's another difference from many war zones: there's no way for Gazans to escape the 
conflict. They are trapped. 
And hunger is skyrocketing. More than 90 percent of the population faces "crisis" or worse 
levels of food insecurity, according to the latest expert findings. More than 300,000 people 
are likely experiencing catastrophic hunger – the highest level of food insecurity. 
The WFP food allowed to enter the strip can only meet one-third of what we need to reach 
the hungriest people. … 
Besieged North Gaza is the hungriest place. Over the past two months, barely any supplies 
have been allowed to trickle in. 
‘Bread is the most important food for people nowadays, because it’s so cheap,’ baker 
Ghattas Hakoura told me at a WFP-supported commercial bakery in Gaza City, in the 
northern part of the strip. Men and women were picking up loaves of pita, costing three 
shekels, or less than US$1 per packet, in separate, tightly controlled lines. … 
There is no meat, no vegetables – and if we do have vegetables, they are very 
expensive’. … 
A 25-kg bag of wheat flour can sell for US$150. In an enclave where farmers once 
harvested citrus, vegetables and strawberries, I saw small peppers selling at a Gaza City 
market for US$195 a kilo. Nobody was buying. Nobody could afford them. … 
‘I want my kids’ future to be similar to any other kid living in any Arab country,’ Hind 
Hassouna, a mother of four, told me in Khan Younis … ‘To live a decent life, wear decent 
clothes, eat decent food and have a good life.  The most important thing is to be free from  

 

https://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/questions/printquestionsummary.aspx?docid=421632
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/alerts-archive/issue-94/en/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/alerts-archive/issue-94/en/
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fear – just like any kid in any Arab country’. … 
Children are experiencing the worst of the war. As we drove to the food distribution at Khan 
Younis, I spotted a dead horse amid the rubble. Nearby, a little girl picked through the 
trash, looking for food. 
Later, driving to Gaza City in our armoured vehicle, along the militarized Netzarim corridor 
dividing the enclave’s north and south, we saw dead bodies scattered to the left and right, 
decomposing in the sun. A few hundred metres later, a small group of women and children 
headed in that direction, carrying their belongings. They looked hot and tired. … 
Amid the devastation, Gazans are embracing any semblance of life they can create. In 
Khan Younis, Abu Bilal dug out his destroyed home and used the rubble to rebuild the 
walls. Cement slabs from what had been a multistorey apartment building formed a 
tenuous lean-to. …. 
In what had been a densely populated neighbourhood, Nabil Azab also showed me around 
the remains of his home. … Like many Gazan families, his has been displaced multiple 
times, moving from one tent settlement to another. 
When an airstrike hit his tent in the southern city of Rafah – injuring him and other family 
members – that was enough. They, too, cleared out the debris from their partially 
destroyed home in Khan Younis and moved back in. Their four-storey building, among the 
few still standing in the area, leans precariously atop a sandy ridge. In the ground below, 
the family grows lettuce and other greens to help survive. But it’s not enough.  
‘I look at my little daughter as she cries asking for food and I feel helpless,’ Azab told me. 
‘There’s nothing that I can do for her. Nothing at all.’” … 
To read the full press release see 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/01/1158761  
 
 

World Food Programme 

Statement on shooting at a WFP convoy in Gaza 
The World Food Programme (WFP) strongly condemns the horrifying incident on January 
5, when a clearly marked WFP convoy was shot at by Israeli forces near the Wadi Gaza 
checkpoint, putting the lives of our staff at tremendous risk and leaving the vehicles 
immobilized. 
The convoy, consisting of three vehicles carrying eight staff members, came under hostile 
fire despite having received all of the necessary clearances from Israeli authorities. At least 
16 bullets struck the vehicles. 
Thankfully, no staff members were injured in this terrifying encounter. 
This unacceptable event is just the latest example of the complex and dangerous working 
environment that WFP and other agencies are operating in today. Security conditions in 
Gaza must urgently improve for lifesaving humanitarian assistance to continue.  
WFP urges all parties to respect international humanitarian law, protect civilian lives, and 
allow safe passage for humanitarian aid. … 
https://www.wfp.org/news/shooting-wfp-convoy-gaza  

TOP 

 

Other Relevant Information 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human rights (OHCHR) 

On Antisemitism 
There are troubling signs of resurgent antisemitism in Europe and around the world, from  
 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/01/1158761
https://www.wfp.org/news/shooting-wfp-convoy-gaza
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attacks on Jews and harassment in public spaces to rising online hatred and more. One 
survey of European Jews (published on July 11 by the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights) found almost all those questioned … had encountered antisemitism 
in the past year, while a majority sometimes hid their Jewish identity. We should all be 
disturbed and horrified by this. 
Europeans, above all, know where hate speech and discrimination lead. Antisemitism is 
real, and it is abhorrent: a poisonous ideology with deep roots in bigotry and racism that 
still plagues our world. It is manifest in many ways, from prejudice and stigma to pogroms 
and, ultimately, genocide. Eighty years after the Holocaust, we have a particular 
responsibility to be vigilant against this deadly scourge, wherever it appears. … 
Criticism of human rights violations is an essential part of our vigilance against 
antisemitism. In itself, such criticism cannot be antisemitic. However, attempts to apply the 
label of antisemitism to legitimate human rights concerns have increased significantly 
since the horrific attacks by Hamas and other armed Palestinian groups on 7 October 
2023. 
The scale and brutality of the killings on that day, the accounts of torture and sexual 
violence, and the taking of hostages – many still held captive – shocked us all. These are 
all grave breaches of international law that I have repeatedly condemned together with the 
entire United Nations system and countries across the world, and those responsible need 
to be held to account. 
In the 14 months that have followed, according to the Ministry of Health in Gaza, Israeli 
military operations have killed more than 45,000 Palestinians. My Office has found that a 
large majority of verified fatalities are children and women, demonstrating an apparent 
indifference to civilian lives. The Israeli authorities have also failed to fulfil their obligation 
to meet the massive humanitarian needs in Gaza. As a result, Gaza is suffocated by death 
and despair, and drowning in raw sewage and disease. Israel’s policies in Gaza have been 
marked by grave breaches of international law – which I have repeatedly condemned. 
I have spent time with Israeli survivors and relatives of the hostages seized on 7 October, 
and with Palestinians who suffered terrible injuries and trauma in Gaza. In both cases, I 
wanted to embrace them, to cry with them, and to hold their pain and suffering for them. …  
The Israeli policies that have contributed to the catastrophe in Gaza have been strongly 
criticised, including by many Israelis and Jews around the world. In some cases, such 
criticism has crossed a line into antisemitism – for example, by holding all Jews responsible 
for the actions of the Israeli government. It is not difficult to connect this false narrative with 
recent attacks on synagogues and other Jewish religious and cultural sites, which have 
been defaced with messages instilling fear and provoking more discrimination and hate. I 
condemn this unreservedly. 
I also reject attempts to conflate all criticism of Israeli government policies and military 
operations with antisemitism. It is not antisemitic, for example, to deplore military 
operations that raise grave concerns over violations of international humanitarian and 
human rights law. Nor is it antisemitic to condemn those violations and urge respect for 
the law – including the decisions of international courts. Nor is it antisemitic to call Israel 
to account for the tens of thousands of people in Gaza, including more than 250 of our 
own UN staff, who have been killed since 7 October 2023. 
My Office stands for the human rights and dignity of each and every person. We document 
human rights violations in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, in Israel, and in many other 
places, regardless of the identity of perpetrators and victims. We are not pro- or anti- 
anyone; rather, we are pro-everyone. That is the radical truth of human rights. 
The United Nations will continue to do everything in our power to prevent and end 
antisemitism and to remind people everywhere of the lessons of the Holocaust. It is 
unacceptable that new forms of this hatred are adding to centuries of discrimination, 
repression and targeted violence. We will also continue to resist the instrumentalization of 
the fight against antisemitism. Together, we must work for a world  in  which  we  see  each  
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other in all our humanity; recognize the pain and suffering of others – including historic 
trauma; and strive to end that pain without discrimination, without dehumanization, and 
with compassion. 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/opinion-editorial/2025/01/antisemitism  
 

The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights report referred to above can be read at 
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2024-experiences-perceptions-
antisemitism-survey_en.pdf  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741  

 
Education (Assemblies) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769  

 
Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847 

 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  

 
Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907  

 
Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796  

 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831  

 
Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901  

 
Registration of Death (Religion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876  

 
 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/opinion-editorial/2025/01/antisemitism
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2024-experiences-perceptions-antisemitism-survey_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2024-experiences-perceptions-antisemitism-survey_en.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876
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Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803  

 
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774  

 
Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765  

 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-
scotland-bill     

TOP 

 

Consultations      ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Diversity and inclusion guidance for registered political parties [Wales] (closing date 7 
January 2025) 
https://www.gov.wales/diversity-and-inclusion-guidance-for-registered-political-parties  
 
** closes in 2 days 
Burial and Cremation [Law Commission] (closing date 9 January 2025) 
https://lawcom.gov.uk/project/burial-and-cremation/ 
 
** closes in 8 days 
Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date 
15 January 2025) 
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/  
 
** Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (closing date not stated but “You are strongly 
advised to submit your written evidence as soon as possible”) 
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-
bill-call-for-evidence/  
 
Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education 
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/ 
 

The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face 
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.gov.wales/diversity-and-inclusion-guidance-for-registered-political-parties
https://lawcom.gov.uk/project/burial-and-cremation/
https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2025/january/terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill-call-for-evidence/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-convention-rights-child/pages/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes

