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Death Certificates: Standards
Neil O’Brien (Conservative) [20028] To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social
Care, what estimate he has made of the average time taken for deaths to be reviewed
under the national medical examiner system since 9 September 2024; and if he will make
an assessment of the potential impact of the time taken for deaths to be reviewed on the
time taken to arrange funerals.
Andrew Gwynne: The Government is monitoring the impact of the death
certification reforms, which came into legal effect on 9 September 2024. The
median time taken to register a death since the introduction of the statutory medical
examiner system in England and Wales is eight days. This figure is for all deaths,
as it includes those certified by a doctor and those investigated by a coroner. The
median time taken to register a death varies depending on the type of certification.
Deaths certified by a doctor, that comprise approximately 80% of deaths registered
each week, had a median time to registration of seven days. The Department has
not conducted a separate review of the time taken to arrange funerals, which can
depend on a number of external factors.
The core purposes of the death certification reforms are to introduce scrutiny of the
cause of death to detect and deter malpractice, to improve reporting, and crucially
to put the bereaved at the centre of the process by offering a conversation with the
medical examiner about the cause of death. The expectation on doctors and
medical examiners is clear, that they should complete certification as quickly and
efficiently as possible, and the Department is working with all stakeholders to make
sure this is the case.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-13/20028
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Israel

House of Commons Written Answer

Israel: International Humanitarian Law
Jon Trickett (Labour) [20137] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth
and Development Affairs, whether he plans to make an assessment of Israel's compliance
with international humanitarian law in the context of it's recent military activity in Syria.
Hamish Falconer: We are monitoring the situation closely and continue to call on
Israel to uphold their obligations to peace, stability, and security under international
law. The Israeli government has stated that their presence in the Golan Heights
buffer zone is defensive, limited and temporary - and we expect them to adhere to
this commitment It is longstanding UK policy that the Golan Heights are occupied
territory, and we do not recognise Israel's annexation of them. We oppose the
construction of illegal settlements.
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-12-16/20137

House of Commons Library Briefing

Impact of conflict on women and girls
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2025-0001/CDP-2025-0001.pdf

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

The deterioration of the healthcare situation in Gaza is completely unacceptable: UK
statement at the UN Security Council

President, we are all horrified by the deterioration of the healthcare situation in Gaza.

It is completely unacceptable that since 7 October many medical facilities have been
destroyed or damaged and over 1000 medical personnel have been Kkilled, injured or
detained. ...

Following the forcible evacuation of Kamal Adwan hospital, there are now no functioning
hospitals in North Gaza Governorate. Deteriorating access to medical services across
Gaza is compounding acute child malnutrition, the risk of imminent famine and the spread
of infectious diseases. ...

First, we call for civilians and medical staff to be protected in line with international
humanitarian law. Israel is responsible for ensuring that civilians have access to vital
medical care and for enabling medical practitioners to operate safely.

The UK continues to urge Israel to abide by their international obligations, including those
set out in Security Council resolution 2286. And we also call on Israel to clarify the
whereabouts of medical staff detained from hospitals in the north.

We are aware of reports of Hamas using civilian infrastructure for their operations,
including hospitals.

The UK strongly condemns any such actions. By embedding themselves in civilian
infrastructure, Hamas clearly put Palestinian civilians and medical staff at risk.

We reiterate however, that obligations under IHL to protect hospitals and healthcare
workers are unconditional.

President, second, UNRWA must be allowed to play its essential role, including in
delivering medical services and we unequivocally reject attempts to undermine its
mandate. ...

President, third, Israel must do much more to immediately address this crisis and both
sides must finally end this war.
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The UK will keep pushing for an immediate ceasefire, the release of all hostages cruelly
detained by Hamas, for the better protection of civilians, for more aid consistently entering
Gaza, and for a path to long-term peace and stability.

To read the full transcript see
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-deterioration-of-the-healthcare-situation-in-
gaza-is-completely-unacceptable-uk-statement-at-the-un-security-council

UNSCR 2286, referred to above, can be read at
https://undocs.orq/en/S/RES/2286(2016)

United Nations

Security Council Debates Israeli Attacks on Hospitals Allegedly Misused by Hamas,
as UN Rights Chief Urges Independent Probes

... “A’human-rights catastrophe continues to unfold in Gaza before the eyes of the world,”
said Volker Turk, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. ... [click here to read
this speech in greater detail]

“Hospitals have become battlegrounds in Gaza,” added Rik Peeperkorn, World Health
Organization (WHO) Representative for the West Bank and Gaza, noting that the
Strip’s health sector is being “systematically dismantled and pushed to the breaking
point”. Only 16 of 36 hospitals in Gaza remain partially functional, and most hospitals lack
the capacity to treat chronic diseases and complex injuries. Further, the pace of medical
evacuations remains extremely slow, while the entry of supplies into and across Gaza is
hampered by restrictions and delays. “To date, WHO has verified 654 attacks on
healthcare facilities in Gaza,” he added.

In north Gaza, only Al-Awda Hospital remains minimally functional following the recent
attack on Kamal Adwan Hospital, he noted. However, recent reports indicate that this
facility, too, has been ordered to evacuate. With this, he said, “the last health line in north
Gaza is at a risk of being severed”. Yet, “the health system of Gaza has not collapsed”,
he said, pointing to the restoration of Al-Shifa Hospital and Nasser Medical Complex. ...
Tanya Haj Hassan, Medical Practitioner at Medical Aid for Palestinians, then shared
the perspectives of healthcare workers in Gaza “who have been sending SOS messages
to this Council for over a year”. They tell us that they are targets because they’re
healthcare workers — that wearing scrubs and white coats is like wearing a target on their
backs,” she added. “I never thought that international law or human-rights institutions
would allow 2 million people to be locked in a cage and systematically massacred,” she
stressed. ...

The Permanent Observer for the State of Palestine urged everyone to decide whether
they stand by hope and humanity, as embodied by the white coat worn by doctors around
the world or stand with destruction and death. He recalled Dr. Hussam Abu Safiya, who
had refused to leave Kamal Adwan Hospital and his patients a few weeks before the
ultimate attack on the facility, as saying: “so the army punished me by killing my son. | saw
him die at the entrance gate.” ... Palestinian doctors and medical personnel took their
mission to heart at the peril of their lives. “They did not abandon the victims; do not
abandon them,” he said, pleading: “End the genocide”.

The representative of Israel underscored that hospitals are meant to be sanctuaries of
care and compassion. Yet, Hamas has transformed them into tools for terror, exploiting
their sanctity to shield its murderous aims and wage war against civilians. “This is a
deliberate and systematic strategy, a cornerstone of Hamas’ operational doctrine, their
modus operandi,” he stated. Kamal Adwan Hospital has become the latest site exploited
by Hamas, which used it to protect its terrorists, store its weapons and launch its
attacks. “This week’s precise operation by IDF ... revealed the extent of Hamas’ abuse of
the facility” — over 240 terrorists were apprehended, including 15 who participated in the
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7 October massacres, he said, adding that — prior to its operations — Israel facilitated the
evacuation of 350 patients and medical staff. ...

The United Kingdom’s delegate urged Israel to clarify the whereabouts of medical staff
detained from hospitals in north Gaza. While “Hamas clearly put Palestinian civilians and
medical staff at risk” by embedding in civilian infrastructure, she stressed that the obligation
to protect hospitals and healthcare workers is “unconditional”. [click here to read this
speech in greater detail]

The representative of the United States said Hamas has repeatedly misused civilian
infrastructure like schools and hospitals to store weapons, house fighters and coordinate
attacks against Israel, putting civilians in harm’s way. She added: “Israel’s fight is with
Hamas and not with Palestinian civilians.” However, even as it battles Hamas, Israel has
a moral imperative to prevent civilian casualties, she stressed.

Egypt’s delegate, speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, underscored that there is no
evidence supporting Israel's claims that hospitals in Gaza are being used for other
purposes. ...

“We have every reason to believe that Israeli troops, who are bent on inflicting collective
punishment on Gazans, have been systematically and deliberately destroying the health
system of the Strip”, said the representative of the Russian Federation. ...

The representatives of France, Denmark, Sierra Leone and Slovenia voiced concern
over the situation of healthcare personnel in Gaza, with the latter highlighting Israel's legal
responsibility as the occupying Power to ensure the provision of medical services in the
Strip. Stressing the crucial role of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), Greece’s delegate added that crossings
should be open for aid delivery, and sanctuaries should be protected and not turned into
death traps for those who were forced to flee. ...

To read the full press release see

https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc15959.doc.htm

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Israel’s attacks have devastating impact on Gaza’s hospitals, Tirk tells Security
Council

A human rights catastrophe continues to unfold in Gaza before the eyes of the world.
Israel’s means and methods of warfare have killed tens of thousands of people, inflicted
vast displacement, and laid waste to the territory. This has raised utmost concerns about
compliance with international law.

A recent report by my Office covering the period between 7 October 2023 and 30 June
2024 documents patterns of attacks on hospitals, starting with Israeli airstrikes, followed
by raids by ground troops, the detention of some patients and staff, the forced removal of
others, and the withdrawal of troops, leaving the hospital essentially non-functional. The
report also details the killings of patients, staff, and other civilians.

Hamas and other armed groups continue to launch sporadic and indiscriminate attacks on
Israel, and reportedly to expose civilians and civilian infrastructure, including health
facilities, to attack, by operating amongst them, which is totally unacceptable. ...

The destruction of hospitals across Gaza goes beyond depriving Palestinians of their right
to access adequate healthcare.

Those hospitals provided sanctuary for thousands of people with nowhere else to go.

The destruction wrought by the Israeli military’s attacks last Friday on Kamal Adwan
hospital — the last functioning hospital in North Gaza — reflects the patterns of attacks
documented in the report. Some staff and patients were forced from the hospital while
others, including the General Director, were detained, with many reports of torture and ill-
treatment. ...
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Six babies have reportedly died of hypothermia in the past few days alone.

Women, especially those who are pregnant, have suffered gravely. ...

According to the Ministry of Health of the State of Palestine, more than 100,000
Palestinians have been injured in Gaza. Many of these wounded people have died while
awaiting treatment, because of lack of access to healthcare.

All this is occurring against the backdrop of increased obstacles placed before the United
Nations and other humanitarian agencies in bringing aid, including urgent medical
supplies, into Gaza and distributing them across the territory. ...

According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health, more than 1,050 medical professionals
have been killed in Gaza.

It is important to note that medical personnel are civilians who serve a critical function,
particularly in wartime. They enjoy special protections under international law. ...

In the exceptional circumstances when medical personnel, ambulances, and hospitals lose
their special protection, and are considered military objectives, attacks on them must still
comply with the fundamental principles of distinction, proportionality and precautions in
attack.

Military operations must always distinguish between military targets and civilians. The use
of heavy weapons against hospitals is difficult to reconcile with that principle.

Failure to respect these principles is a breach of international humanitarian law.
Intentionally directing attacks against hospitals and places where the sick and wounded
are treated, provided they are not military objectives, is a war crime.

Under certain circumstances, the deliberate destruction of healthcare facilities may amount
to a form of collective punishment, which would also constitute a war crime.

If committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack on a civilian population, such
acts may also amount to crimes against humanity.

In most instances, Israel alleges that the hospitals were being improperly used for military
purposes by Palestinian armed groups. | have, in fact, just received a letter from the Israeli
Ambassador, asserting that Kamal Adwan hospital was militarized by Hamas and that
Israeli forces took extraordinary measures to protect civilian life while acting on credible
intelligence.

Yet Israel has not provided sufficient information to substantiate many of these claims,
which are often vague and broad. In some cases, they appear to be contradicted by
publicly available information.

If these allegations were verified, this would raise serious concerns that Palestinian armed
groups were using the presence of civilians intentionally, to shield themselves from attack,
which would also amount to a war crime. ...

| once more warn in the strongest terms about the risk of atrocity crimes being committed
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. ...

It is imperative that all parties do everything in their power to stop the fighting in Gaza so
that a long-term ceasefire can take hold.

All hostages must be released immediately and unconditionally.

It is imperative that all those arbitrarily detained are released at once.

| call on lIsrael, as the occupying Power, to ensure and facilitate access to lifesaving
humanitarian aid, including adequate healthcare, for the Palestinian population.

| urge Israel to end its continued presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory as rapidly
as possible, in line with relevant UN resolutions, the Advisory Opinion of the International
Court of Justice, and wider international law.

And | call for future recovery and reconstruction efforts to prioritise the restoration of the
healthcare system in Gaza. ...

To read the full transcript see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements-and-speeches/2025/01/israels-attacks-have-
devastating-impact-gazas-hospitals-turk-tells

The report referred to above can be read at
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/opt/20241231-attacks-
hospitals-qgaza-en.pdf

The ICJ Advisory Opinion referred to above can be read at
https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-202407 19-adv-01-00-en.pdf

UN experts horrified at blatant disregard for health rights in Gaza following deadly
raid on Kamal Adwan hospital

The UN Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of physical and mental health, Dr Tlaleng Mofokeng, and the UN
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied
since 1967, Francesca Albanese, today called for an end to blatant disregard of the right
to health in Gaza, following last week’s raid on Kamal Adwan Hospital and the arbitrary
arrest and detention of its director, Dr Hussam Abu Safiya.

“For well over a year into the genocide, Israel’s blatant assault on the right to health in
Gaza and the rest of the occupied Palestinian territory is plumbing new depths of impunity,”
the experts said.

“We are horrified and concerned by reports from northern Gaza and especially the attack
on the healthcare workers including the last remaining of 22 now destroyed hospitals:
Kamal Adwan Hospital,” the experts said. “We are gravely concerned with the fate of Dr
Hussam Abu Safiya, yet another doctor to be harassed, kidnapped and arbitrarily detained
by the occupation forces, in his case for defying evacuation orders to leave his patients
and colleagues behind. ...

They noted that before his kidnapping, Dr Abu Safiya’s son was killed in front of him, and
he was recently injured while on duty as a result of Israel's genocidal acts. ...

More disturbing reports indicate that Israeli forces allegedly conducted extrajudicial
executions of some people in the vicinity of the hospital, including a Palestinian man who
was reportedly holding a white flag.

More than 1,057 Palestinian health and medical professionals have been killed so far and
many have been arbitrarily arrested.

“The heroic actions of Palestinian medical colleagues in Gaza, teach us what it means to
have taken the medical oath. They are also a clear signal of a depraved humanity that has
allowed a genocide to continue for well over a year,” the experts said. ...

They called on Israeli authorities, as the occupying power, to respect and protect the right
to life and the right to health in Gaza and the whole occupied Palestinian Territory,
including — pending the end of their presence in the occupied territory — by ensuring
unhindered access to necessary healthcare and urgently restoring the continuity of
essential health services in Gaza.

“‘Under occupation, intentional assaults on healthcare facilities have the potential to expose
individuals to cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment and may constitute a war crime. In
Gaza, this is clearly part of a well-established pattern of genocide, for which Israeli leaders
will have to be held accountable,” the experts said. ...

To read the full press release see
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-experts-horrified-blatant-disregard-
health-rights-gaza-following-deadly

UNRWA

The clock is ticking fast towards the implementation of the Knesset bill: Philippe
Lazzarini
If implemented, it will ban UNRWA from operating in the occupied Palestinian territory.
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This is part of broader efforts to erase Palestinian history and identity.
The bill is due to come into effect in just under 4 weeks.
Our teams meanwhile are committed to stay and deliver.
In Gaza, since the war began, the Agency has become a lifeline for 2 million people.
Our health teams provided 6.7 million medical consultations (over 1,600/ day)
730,000 people received mental health and psychosocial support
With partners, we vaccinated 560,000 children under the age of 10 against polio
Nearly 2 million people received food assistance
¢ Hundreds of thousands of displaced people are living in UNRWA shelters.
Since the summer, our teams reached 18,000 children with learning activities.
Before the war, UNRWA provided education to over 300,000 children. Bringing them back
to a learning environment, instead of keeping them in the rubble, should be our top priority.
In the occupied West Bank, more than 50,000 girls and boys are enrolled in our schools +
we provide access to primary health care to half a million Palestine Refugees.
No other UN agency does such work.
UNRWA can be replaced only through a functioning Palestinian state which would address
the plight of Palestine Refugees.
That can be reached through political will & diplomacy.
It's time to switch gears, set the priorities and work towards peace.
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/clock-ticking-fast-towards-
implementation-knesset-bill

Fifteen months on the war in Gaza horrors continue unabated under the world’s
watch: Philippe Lazzarini

Fifteen months on the war in Gaza, horrors continue unabated under the world’s watch. ...
Since the beginning of the war:
258 UNRWA staff members have been killed.
Nearly 650 incidents against UNRWA buildings & facilities were recorded.
At least 745 people were killed in our shelters while seeking United Nations
protection & more than 2,200 were injured.
Over two thirds of the UNRWA buildings are now damaged or destroyed. The vast
majority were used as schools for children before the war.
We continue to receive reports that Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups
have used our facilities. On several occasions, we were also able to verify the
occupation of our facilities by the Israeli Armed Forces.
Currently, there are at least 20 UNRWA staff in Israeli detention centres. Those
previously released have described systematic mistreatment, humiliation and
torture.
Meanwhile in northern Gaza, since the intensification of the military operation nearly three
months ago, there has been a significant increase in attacks on our staff, buildings &
operations. ... The rules of war are clear:
e Humanitarian workers & civilian infrastructure including hospitals & UN buildings
are not a target.
e Hostage taking is prohibited.
e The civilian population must be assisted & protected at all times.
It's time to:
Release all detained humanitarian staff & all hostages.
Facilitate humanitarian access to reach people in need wherever they are.
Lift the siege on Gaza to bring in much needed humanitarian supplies including for
winter.
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#CeasefireNow
To read the full statement see
https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/official-statements/fifteen-months-war-gaza-horrors-
continue-unabated-under-world%E2%80%99s-watch
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Relevant Legislation * newor updated today

UK Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally Il Adults Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3741

Education (Assemblies) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3769

Exemption from Value Added Tax (Listed Places of Worship)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3847

Holocaust Memorial Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421

Marriage (Prohibited Degrees of Relationship) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3907

Meat (Information About Method of Killing) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3843

Palestine Statehood (Recognition)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3771

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 2)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3796

Palestine Statehood (Recognition) (No. 3)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3831

Public Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3901

Registration of Death (Religion) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3876

Special Envoy for Freedom of Religion or Belief Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3803
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Terminally lll Adults (End of Life) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774

Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765

Scottish Parliament

Assisted Dying for Terminally lll Adults (Scotland) Bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/s6/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-

scotland-bill
TOP

Consultations ** new or updated today

** closes in 2 days

Diversity and inclusion guidance for registered political parties [Wales] (closing date 7
January 2025)
https://www.gov.wales/diversity-and-inclusion-guidance-for-registered-political-parties

** closes in 4 days
Burial and Cremation [Law Commission] (closing date 9 January 2025)
https://lawcom.gov.uk/project/burial-and-cremation/

** closes in 10 days

Humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian law (closing date
15 January 2025)

https://committees.parliament.uk/call-for-evidence/3505/

Proposals to amend the legislation on religious observance and religious education
in schools to support alignment with the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child [Scotland] (closing date 26 January 2025)
https://www.gov.scot/publications/consultation-paper-proposals-amend-legislation-
religious-observance-religious-education-schools-support-alignment-united-nations-
convention-rights-child/pages/

** The Charity Commission: Understanding the risks non-profit organisations face
from terrorist financing schemes (closing date 31 January 2025)
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/understanding-the-risks-non-profit-
organisations-face-from-terrorist-financing-schemes
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