
 1 

                                                                             26 March 2023 
                              Issue 2,551 
 
 

 
 

Political Affairs Digest 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 
 

Contents 
Holocaust Relevant Legislation 
Israel Consultations 
 Back issues 

 

 

 

Holocaust 
House of Lords Written Answer 

National Holocaust Memorial Centre and Learning Service 
Lord Lee of Trafford (Liveral Democrat) [HL6409] To ask His Majesty's Government 
whether they will list the bodies who are supportive of the planned siting of the Holocaust 
Memorial in Victoria Tower Gardens. 

Baroness Scott of Bybrook: The proposed Holocaust Memorial and Learning 
Centre at Victoria Tower Gardens has cross-party support and the endorsement of 
every living Prime Minister. 
As an indication of wider support 31 oral representations were made in favour of 
the proposal at the 2020 public inquiry, including from Holocaust survivors and their 
families, Rt Hon David Cameron, Rt Hon Gordon Brown, the Chief Rabbi, the 
President of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
academics, educators and others. A full list of witnesses is available from the 
Planning Inspector’s Report on the Gov.UK website. More than 3,000 individuals 
expressed their support through the local community engagement exercise run by 
the Big Ideas community interest company. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2023-03-13/hl6409  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/media/document/decision-for-the-holocaust-memorial-in-
victoria-tower-gardens  
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Israel 
Downing Street 

PM meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel: 24 March 2023 
The Prime  Minister  welcomed  Israel’s  Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu  to  Downing  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2023-03-13/hl6409
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/media/document/decision-for-the-holocaust-memorial-in-victoria-tower-gardens
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/media/document/decision-for-the-holocaust-memorial-in-victoria-tower-gardens


 2 

 

 

Street … for talks on strengthening the close partnership between the United Kingdom and 
Israel. 
The two leaders welcomed the signing of the UK-Israel 2030 Roadmap this week, which 
will drive our bilateral relationship forward and commit £20m in funding for joint science 
and technology projects over the next decade. 
They expressed their backing for a modern free-trade agreement with cutting-edge service 
provisions and said their teams would work to progress this at pace. 
The leaders discussed shared security and defence challenges, including Russia’s illegal 
invasion of Ukraine and the threat posed by Iran to regional stability. The Prime Minister 
set out the UK’s analysis of the situation in Ukraine and the importance of continued 
international support to defend their sovereignty. 
On Iran, they discussed the UK and Israel’s significant concern about Iran’s destabilising 
activity, and agreed that our governments would continue to work closely together to push 
back against aggression and manage the risk of nuclear proliferation. 
The Prime Minister also expressed his solidarity with Israel in the face of terrorist attacks 
in recent months. The UK would always stand with Israel and its ability to defend itself. At 
the same time, the PM outlined international concern at growing tensions in the West Bank 
and the risk of undermining efforts towards the two state solution. He encouraged all efforts 
to de-escalate, particularly ahead of the upcoming religious holidays. 
The Prime Minister stressed the importance of upholding the democratic values that 
underpin our relationship, including in the proposed judicial reforms in Israel. 
The leaders welcomed the chance to meet in person to progress our important partnership, 
and the Prime Minister looked forward to visiting Israel at the earliest opportunity. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-
israel-24-march-2023  

 

The Roadmap referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2030-roadmap-for-uk-israel-bilateral-
relations/2030-roadmap-for-uk-israel-bilateral-relations  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Holocaust Memorial Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-24-march-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-24-march-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2030-roadmap-for-uk-israel-bilateral-relations/2030-roadmap-for-uk-israel-bilateral-relations
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2030-roadmap-for-uk-israel-bilateral-relations/2030-roadmap-for-uk-israel-bilateral-relations
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3421
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325
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Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Same Sex Marriage (Church of England) 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3438  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 
** Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 

Third Reading, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2023-03-24/debates/170BBC8E-A351-4A54-A7C2-
69E306F39B21/UniversalCredit(RemovalOfTwoChildLimit)Bill(HL)  
 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill   
 
Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill  
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Consultations      ** new or updated today 

Prospective Scheme of Delegation for the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland 
(closing date 15 May 2023) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-prospective-scheme-
delegation-charity-commission-northern-ireland 
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