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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answers 

The following three questions all received the same answer 
Standing Advisory Councils on Religious Education 

Kim Leadbeater (Labour) [108388] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, whether 
her Department is taking steps to include Standing Advisory Councils for Religious 
Education in future partnerships for ensuring (a) multi-academy trust syllabuses and (b) 
religious education is of the highest standard. 

Religion: Curriculum 
Kim Leadbeater (Labour) [108389] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what 
assessment her Department has made of the potential merits of teaching non-religious 
worldviews as part of the Religious Education curriculum; and if she will make a statement. 

Religion: Education 
Kim Leadbeater (Labour) [108390] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if her 
Department will take steps to extend Teaching school hubs to create centres of excellence 
for teachers of Religious Education; and if she will make a statement. 

Nick Gibb: The Government maintains the importance of religious education (RE). 
It is key in developing young people’s knowledge of the values and traditions of 
Britain, and those of other countries. RE can contribute to pupils’ personal 
development and wellbeing by promoting mutual respect and tolerance in a diverse 
society. 
The Government recognises the work that Standing Advisory Councils on RE do in 
delivering and monitoring high quality religious education. The Department will 
continue to carefully consider their future role. 
Non-religious worldviews are included within the Department’s Religious Studies 
GCSE and A level subject content specifications. RE lessons that the Oak National 
Academy produced to support remote teaching during the pandemic also included 
content on non-religious worldviews. 
The Department has no plans currently to extend teaching school hubs to create 
centres of excellence for teachers of RE. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108388 
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108388


 2 

 

and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108389 
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108390  
 

Academies: Reviews 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [109567] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference 
to the Academies regulation and commissioning review advisory group, established by her 
Department on 29 June 2022, what steps she is taking to balance the freedoms afforded 
to academies over the curriculum with ensuring pupils have sufficient knowledge and 
understanding to be able to champion freedom of religion and belief. 

Nick Gibb: Education is a devolved matter, and the response outlines the 
information for England only. 
Curriculum matters are not within the scope of the Academies regulation and 
commissioning review. 
Religious education (RE) is a compulsory subject for all state-funded schools, 
including academies, and must be offered in all year groups. Academies without a 
religious designation are free to either follow the locally agreed syllabus for their 
area, or develop their own curriculum, so long as it meets the requirements of the 
locally agreed syllabus. Their syllabus must reflect that the religious traditions in 
the UK are, in the main, Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practice 
of the other principal religions represented in the UK. Academies with a religious 
designation should teach RE in accordance with their funding agreements and the 
tenets of their faith. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-13/109567 
 

Information about the advisory group referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/academies-regulation-and-commissioning-
review-advisory-group 
 
 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Marriage: Ceremonies 
Lord Pickles (Conservative) [HL4171] To ask His Majesty's Government when they will 
issue a full response to the Law Commission’s weddings law report Celebrating Marriage: 
A New Weddings Law, published on 19 July. 

Lord Bellamy: The Government is currently considering the Law Commission’s 
report on weddings law and has a duty to consider the implications of any changes 
to the law in this area very carefully. The report proposes fundamental reform to 
weddings law in England and Wales and it is important that we take the time to fully 
consider the Law Commission’s recommendations before publishing a response. 
We will publish our response to the report in due course. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/hl4171 
 

The Law Commission report referred to above can be read at 
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-
11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf 
 

Marriage: Ceremonies 
Lord Pickles (Conservative) [HL4172] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to the 
Answer by Lord Bellamy on 29 November on humanist marriages (HL Deb col 1668), why 
they have committed to legislating for outdoor religious marriages outside of wholesale 
reform of marriage law. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108389
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108390
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-13/109567
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/academies-regulation-and-commissioning-review-advisory-group
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/academies-regulation-and-commissioning-review-advisory-group
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/hl4171
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf
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Lord Bellamy: As part of the response to the Covid-19 pandemic, in which the 
circumstances were exceptional, the Government accelerated legislation to allow 
outdoor civil weddings and civil partnership registrations to take place within the 
grounds of existing approved premises. Following a recent consultation on these 
measures, the provisions were made permanent. In addition, respondents were 
overwhelmingly in favour of the proposal to permit outdoor religious ceremonies in 
the grounds of places of worship, as long as this is permitted by the respective 
religious bodies. The Government will therefore take these proposals forward in 
due course. 
The Law Commission’s report on weddings law was published in July and the 
Government is currently considering its recommendations. As has been set out in 
Parliament, marriage will always be one of our most important institutions and we 
must ensure that before publishing a response, we have considered the 
implications of any changes to the law very carefully. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/hl4172 
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-11-29/debates/0E6C3E27-771D-41E3-9CC3-
61F69E3DD961/HumanistMarriages  

 

The Law Commission report referred to above can be read at 
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-
11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf  
 
 

The Charity Commission 
Charity regulator launches new Annual Return question set reflecting sector 
feedback 
…  A number of changes and improvements have been made to the new Annual Return 
as a result of feedback from charities and interested parties. …  
… changes …  introduced in the 2023 Annual Return are: 

• A reduction in the maximum number of questions that can be asked of charities to 
49 … 

• The introduction of income thresholds for 5 of the new questions to further reduce 
the burden for smaller charities 

• Reworded 19 questions to improve clarity and/or reduce resource and time 
required … 

• Substantial improvements in the glossary and guidance … 
A new guide will be released in January to support charities as they set about compiling 
the new information required. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-regulator-launches-new-annual-return-
question-set-reflecting-sector-feedback  
 
 

Senedd Written Answer 

Census: Religion 
Janet Finch-Saunders (Conservative) [WQ86941] What conclusions has the Minister 
drawn from the decline in organised religion recognised by the 2021 Census? 

Minister for Social Justice: We are currently considering the results of the 2021 
Census.  However, the Welsh Government strongly supports the right for people in 
Wales to freely express their faith or belief in many different ways. 

 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/hl4172
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-11-29/debates/0E6C3E27-771D-41E3-9CC3-61F69E3DD961/HumanistMarriages
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2022-11-29/debates/0E6C3E27-771D-41E3-9CC3-61F69E3DD961/HumanistMarriages
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/lawcom-prod-storage-11jsxou24uy7q/uploads/2022/07/A-new-weddings-law-LC-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-regulator-launches-new-annual-return-question-set-reflecting-sector-feedback
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-regulator-launches-new-annual-return-question-set-reflecting-sector-feedback
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To adhere to a faith is a matter of personal conscience, in which Government should 
not interfere. However, as faith can shape one’s interaction with Government policy 
we have mechanisms to ensure that the voice of those with faith can be heard in 
public discourse. 
I meet with faith leaders at least twice a year through the Faith Communities 
Forum.  The Forum reflects the Welsh Government’s commitment to working with 
faith groups, at all levels to promote understanding and foster community cohesion. 
We are conducting a review of the terms of reference of the Faith Communities 
Forum, to consider its future membership and engagement. 
It is important we are all able to express our views, to listen with respect to the views 
of others and improve how we can work together. 

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/86941  
 

The census findings referred to above can be read at 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/r
eligionenglandandwales/census2021  

 

The Welsh Government publication “Ethnic group, national identity, language and religion 
in Wales (Census 2021)” can be read at 
https://www.gov.wales/ethnic-group-national-identity-language-and-religion-wales-
census-2021-html  

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Israel: Armed Forces 
Kenny MacAskill (Alba) [108444] To ask the Secretary of State for Defence, how many 
military personnel Israel has stationed in the UK. 

James Heappey: There are currently five Israeli military personnel stationed in the 
UK. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108444 
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Patrick Grady (SNP) [111609] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth 
and Development Affairs, whether he has had discussions his Israeli counterpart on the 
withdrawal of residency rights from (a) Salah Hammouri and (b) other Palestinians living 
in Jerusalem. 

David Rutley: We have called upon the Government of Israel to fully respect the 
fundamental rights and freedoms of human rights defenders and organisations and 
to allow them to freely operate in Israel and Occupied Palestinian Territories. A final 
determination of the status of Jerusalem should be sought as part of a negotiated 
settlement between Israelis and Palestinians. It must ensure Jerusalem is a shared 
capital of the Israeli and Palestinian states, with access and religious rights of both 
peoples respected. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-15/111609  
 

TOP 

https://record.senedd.wales/WrittenQuestion/86941
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.gov.wales/ethnic-group-national-identity-language-and-religion-wales-census-2021-html
https://www.gov.wales/ethnic-group-national-identity-language-and-religion-wales-census-2021-html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108444
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-15/111609
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Foreign Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Middle East: Fenethylline 
Matthew Offord (Conservative) [108180] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment his Department has made of 
the level of illegal smuggling of Captagon (fenethylline) in the Levant. 

David Rutley: The production and smuggling of captagon in the Levant is worth 
upwards of $USD 5.7billion. The Syrian regime bears particular responsibility. 
There are at least 15 large-scale production sites in regime-held areas of Syria, and 
smaller factories line the Syria/Lebanon border. Jordan, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia 
face extensive security and health threats due to captagon. Smuggling efforts are 
becoming more technologically advanced and more violent, with increasing clashes 
along the Jordanian border. Beyond the region, Italy seized 84 million pills in 2020. 
The UK is assisting regional partners to combat this trade, which directly profits 
Asad and his backers, including Hezbollah. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108180  
 

TOP 

 

Other Relevant Information 
Community Security Trust (CST) 

The Bratislava LGBT+ Bar Shooting and the ‘Jewish Occupied System 
… On 12 October 2022, Juraj Krajcík, a 19-year-old white supremacist, perpetrated a fatal 
shooting attack outside an LGBT+ bar in Bratislava, Slovakia, killing two and injuring 
one. … 
The attacker posted on social media in the hours before and after the shooting. Earlier that 
day, he tweeted a link to his manifesto. Posting pre-attack manifestos online shortly before 
an attack, often coupled with efforts to film or livestream attacks, has become a recurring 
feature of far-right terrorist modus operandi. 
Later that night, his post-attack posts on 4chan revealed that he had aspired to attack at 
least two other targets: Slovakia’s prime minister and the nearby Chabad House, a Jewish 
religious outreach centre. … 
CST’s Research Briefing dives into the attacker’s 65-page manifesto, which is replete with 
incitement to murder Jews, LGBT+, ethnic minorities and others. The text demonstrates 
the attacker’s adherence to a deeply antisemitic conspiracist worldview, fuelled by a white 
supremacist, accelerationist ideology and fixated with destroying "ZOG" (Zionist Occupied 
Government), a widespread conspiracy claiming limitless Jewish power to control the US 
and foreign governments. … 
…  English-language media reports on the Bratislava shooting paid much less attention to 
the farewell letter the attacker left for his family. Addressing them directly, he emphasised 
that he chose the “path of struggle against the jewish enemies and their collaborators”. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2022/12/21/the-bratislava-lgbt-bar-shooting-and-the-jewish-
occupied-system  

 
 

The Bratislava LGBT+ Bar Shooting And the ‘Jewish Occupied System’ 
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/7/0/The%20Bratislava%20LGBT%2B%20Bar%20Shooting.pdf  
 

TOP 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108180
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2022/12/21/the-bratislava-lgbt-bar-shooting-and-the-jewish-occupied-system
https://cst.org.uk/news/blog/2022/12/21/the-bratislava-lgbt-bar-shooting-and-the-jewish-occupied-system
https://cst.org.uk/public/data/file/7/0/The%20Bratislava%20LGBT%2B%20Bar%20Shooting.pdf
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
** Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 

Bill as amended on re-committal to Public Bill Committee 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0220/220220.pdf  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
** Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill 
 

Stage 3 (Plenary) 

https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=14066&i=1273
97#ScotParlOR  

TOP 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0220/220220.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=14066&i=127397#ScotParlOR
https://archive2021.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=14066&i=127397#ScotParlOR
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