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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Written Answer 

Religion: Education 
Jim Shannon (DUP) [108214] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will make 
an assessment of the implications for her policies of the report by Ofsted entitled Research 
review series: religious education, published on 12 May 2021; and if she will make a 
statement. 

Nick Gibb: Education is a devolved matter, and the response outlines the 
information for England only. 
The Department welcomed the publication of Ofsted’s research review into religious 
education (RE) in May 2021, particularly given that it sought to identify factors that 
contribute to high quality RE curricula and teaching in schools. The Government’s 
policy is to allow the RE curricula to be designed at a local level, through locally 
agreed syllabuses or by individual schools and academy trusts developing their 
own curriculum. Whilst it is important that the review is taken into account, the 
Government does not prescribe how much time a school devotes to any individual 
subjects, including RE. It is for individual schools to plan, organise and deliver their 
own curriculum. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108214  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-
education/research-review-series-religious-education  
 
 

Office of HM Government’s Independent Adviser on Antisemitism 
Schools across Britain must educate pupils about antisemitism as part of new drive 
to tackle anti-Jewish hatred, says UK Government adviser  
The UK Government's Independent Adviser on Antisemitism has called for secondary 
schools  to be  required to  teach  about  contemporary  antisemitism  in  addition  to  pupils  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-12/108214
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-review-series-religious-education
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learning about the Holocaust. 
The recommendation in a comprehensive new report by Lord Mann of Holbeck Moor 
comes amid growing concern about the alarming spread of anti-Jewish hatred among 
young people - much of it promoted by neo-Nazi groups and others on social media 
platforms.  
A renewed and concerted effort is also required across all UK universities and colleges to 
make Jewish students safe and feel safe on campus … 
Reaching record levels in 2021, more hate crime than ever is being inflicted on members 
of the Jewish community despite significant efforts to tackle it over the past 15 years. A 
survey in July of this year found that antisemitic incidents in schools in England have 
almost trebled during the past five years. …  
As one of the 10 main recommendations in the report Anti-Jewish Hatred: Tackling 
Antisemitism in the UK 2022 - Renewing the Commitment, the UK and Scottish 
governments should establish why so few prosecutions of antisemitic hate crime 
apparently take place and should work with the prosecuting authorities to address the 
issue. 
The gap between the increased number of reported antisemitic hate incidents and the 
number of resulting prosecutions is believed to be huge, and Jewish representative 
organisations have made it clear that this is one of their biggest concerns because it 
contributes to a failure to deter offenders. … 
Lord Mann of Holbeck Moor said: "The growing spread of antisemitism among young 
people should be a matter of deep concern to all of us, not least because it is often leading 
to hate crime and violence against members of the Jewish community, including 
schoolchildren.  
"If young people are taught about contemporary antisemitism at school, are less exposed 
to it online and are deterred from committing race hate because they are more likely to 
feel the force of the law, then the UK will be in a position to build substantially on the 
progress made as result of the All-Party Parliamentary Group's past recommendations. … 
This press release is not currently available online 
 
Report: Anti-Jewish Hatred Tackling Antisemitism in the UK 2023 – Renewing the 
Commitment 
https://antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/PDF-Antisemitism-Report-2023.pdf 
 
 

Northern Ireland Executive 

A Respect Index for Northern Ireland (as measured by the Everyday Discrimination 
Scale): 2016 – 2021 
https://datavis.nisra.gov.uk/executiveofficeni/a-respect-index-for-northern-ireland-2016-2021.html 
 

Data tables 
https://www.executiveoffice-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/execoffice/respect-index-ni-data-tables.xlsx  

 

TOP 

https://antisemitism.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/PDF-Antisemitism-Report-2023.pdf
https://datavis.nisra.gov.uk/executiveofficeni/a-respect-index-for-northern-ireland-2016-2021.html
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/execoffice/respect-index-ni-data-tables.xlsx
https://www.executiveoffice-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/execoffice/respect-index-ni-data-tables.xlsx
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Israel 
House of Commons Written Answers 

Trade Agreements: Israel 
Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi (Labour) [106423] To ask the Secretary of State for 
International Trade, pursuant to the Answer of 15 November 2022 to Question 80842 on 
Trade Agreements: Israel, whether it has always been the policy of the Government not 
sacrifice quality for speed in trade negotiations. 

Greg Hands: The Government is clear that in negotiations we will not sacrifice 
quality for speed, and this policy will remain unchanged. A new agreement will 
modernise and upgrade our current trade relations based on the UK-Israel Trade 
and Partnership Agreement to cover services, procurement, and digital trade. We 
will only sign once we are confident that the new agreement is in the best interest 
of the UK economy and British people. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/106423  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-07/80842  
 

Israel: West Bank 
Andrew Selous (Conservative) [106407] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Development Affairs, what assessment he has made of the 
implications for his Department's policies of reports that Israel will retrospectively legalise 
outposts in the West Bank; and if he will make a statement. 

David Rutley: We are clear that settlements are illegal under international law and 
threaten the viability of a Two State Solution. The UK urges the Government of 
Israel to permanently end its settlement expansion and settlement activity in the 
West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Israeli outposts in the West Bank are also 
illegal under international and Israeli law, and should be removed entirely. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/106407 
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Meaningful dialogue must end the cycle of violence across Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories: Statement by Ambassador Barbara Woodward at the 
Security Council Briefing on the Middle East 
… Six years ago, the Security Council agreed Resolution 2334. The UK re-affirms its 
commitment to the core tenets of that text: 
First, the status quo is not sustainable, and urgent action is required to maintain the viability 
of the Two-State Solution; 
Second, all acts of violence against civilians, including acts of terror, provocation and 
destruction, must be prevented; and 
Third, Israel must immediately and completely cease all settlement activities, including in 
East Jerusalem. … 
Meaningful dialogue must end the cycle of violence that continues to have a devastating 
effect on the civilian population across Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. 
The death of 16 year-old Jana Zakaran on 12 December in Jenin during an Israeli arrest 
operation is another tragic reminder of the human cost of this ongoing conflict. We urge 
Israel to exercise maximum restraint in its use of live fire. Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority must work together to de-escalate, continue the crucial security cooperation and 
bring to an end appalling violence we have seen in 2022. … 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/106423
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-07/80842
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-12-08/106407
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The past month also saw the demolition of a donor-funded school in the South Hebron 
Hills. A second school funded in part by the UK is also threatened with demolition. The UK 
condemns all demolitions by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, including in 
Area C.  The Oslo Accords are clear - Area C should be gradually transferred to Palestinian 
jurisdiction. I call on Israel to avoid unilateral actions and to meet its obligations under 
international humanitarian law by providing a clear, transparent route to construction in 
Area C. 
I urge donors to provide urgent support to UNRWA in closing the agency’s critical funding 
gap this month. UNRWA is a critical role to regional stability. … 
The UK remains a firm supporter of a two-state solution, based on 1967 lines and 
Jerusalem as a shared capital, as the only way to ensure a lasting peace between the 
parties. I encourage all parties, and the international community, to take actions that are 
helpful in bringing the parties back to a productive dialogue. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/meaningful-dialogue-must-end-the-cycle-of-
violence-across-israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories  
 
 

Department for International Trade 

Updated Trade and Investment Factsheet: Israel 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/1124332/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2022-12-19.pdf 
 
Updated Trade and Investment Factsheet: Occupied Palestinian Territories 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data
/file/1124401/occupied-palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2022-12-19.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

Press Conference by Secretary-General António Guterres at United Nations 
Headquarters 
…  I'm from the Arabic daily al-Quds al-Arabi.  The year 2022 … was the bloodiest year for 
Palestinians …  since 2006 in the West Bank.  Journalists were targeted and killed, as you 
know, Shireen Abu Akleh.  At least 55 children were killed.  Two-hundred and nineteen 
also were killed, mostly civilians.  And not only that, Israel elected the most extreme 
government in its history.  And if you don't know who's [Itamar] Ben-Gvir, you should read 
Kahanism and his ideology, which was banned by Israel itself.  Now they are in power, 
and they coming to… apparently, to wage a genocidal war against the Palestinians, yet 
your voice, sir, had not been loudly heard condemning all these atrocities committed 
against the Palestinian.  What the Palestinian can do?  Do they have the right to resist 
occupation the way the Ukrainians do have the same right?  Thank you. 
Secretary-General:  Well, first of all, it's not true that I have not been clear and vocal about 
all these issues.  In relation to the violence in which lots of Palestinians have perished, we 
were very clear in our condemnation.  And if you read the last report that was presented 
by me to the Security Council, it is there again and loud and clear.  And of course, we are 
concerned, because we believe that there is no Plan B to the two-State solution, and we 
are very concerned with what the next Israeli Government might do in that regard.  And I 
think it's very important that the whole of the international community be very clear 
explaining to the Government in Israel that there is no alternative to the two-state solution 
and that no unilateral actions should be taken, putting into question the two-state 
solution. … 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/meaningful-dialogue-must-end-the-cycle-of-violence-across-israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/meaningful-dialogue-must-end-the-cycle-of-violence-across-israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1124332/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2022-12-19.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1124332/israel-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2022-12-19.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1124401/occupied-palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2022-12-19.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1124401/occupied-palestinian-territories-trade-and-investment-factsheet-2022-12-19.pdf
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To read the full transcript see 
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sgsm21640.doc.htm 
 
 
Cycle of Violence, Bloodshed between Israelis, Palestinians Untenable, Delegate 
Stresses at Security Council Briefing on Middle East 
… Tor Wennesland, Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, 
reiterated his deep concern over the high levels of violence in Israel and the occupied 
West Bank over the past several months.  Clashes, protests attacks, Israeli security 
operations, including in Area A, and settler-related violence have continued.  Since the 
beginning of 2022, over 150 Palestinians and more than 20 Israelis have been killed, the 
highest numbers of fatalities in years.  Violence has continued throughout the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, he added, pointing out that, since 8 December, six Palestinians — 
including two children — have been killed by Israeli security forces. … 
Voicing his concern over the continued demolitions and seizures of Palestinian structures, 
particularly the destruction of a donor-funded school in Masafer Yatta and the stated 
intention of Israeli authorities to demolish additional structures in the herding communities 
of that area, he further called on the Government to end the demolition of Palestinian-
owned property, prevent the possible displacement and eviction of Palestinians and 
approve plans that will enable Palestinians to build legally and address their development 
needs. 
On the sharp increase in violence against civilians on both sides, he said he was 
particularly appalled that children continue to be victims of violence.  This year has 
tragically witnessed the killing of 44 Palestinian children and one Israeli child.  Children 
must never be the target of violence, used or put in harm’s way, he emphasized while also 
expressing his disturbance over the continued killings of Palestinians by Israeli security 
forces in incidents where they did not appear to present an imminent threat to life.  Security 
forces, he reiterated, must exercise maximum restraint and use lethal force only when it is 
strictly unavoidable in order to protect life.  The increase in the number of Israelis killed or 
injured by Palestinians, including in bombings and shooting attacks, is also alarming. … 
The deepening occupation, increase in violence and absence of a political horizon have 
empowered extremists and are eroding hope among Palestinians and Israelis that a 
resolution to the conflict is achievable, he continued.  Simultaneously, the Palestinian 
Authority is facing mounting economic and institutional challenges, compounded by the 
constraints of the occupation, the absence of serious reforms and unclear prospects for 
donor support.  In Gaza, the situation remains fragile, especially as efforts by the United 
Nations and regional and international partners to improve Palestinian lives have enabled 
the ceasefire to hold.  While progress has been made with more than 18,000 permits for 
Palestinian residents of Gaza to work or do business in Israel and the volume of goods 
exiting Gaza via Kerem Shalon crossing with Israel having increased by nearly 50 per cent 
in 2022, restrictions and delays continue to negatively affect humanitarian and 
development efforts as well as important sectors of the economy. … 
Robert A Wood (United States) said all parties must take urgent action to reduce the 
troubling levels of extremist violence fueling instability in the West Bank.  The United 
States expects to see equal treatment of extremists, whether Israeli or Palestinian, in 
arrests, convictions and punishments, as well as equal allocation of resources to prevent 
and investigate violent attacks.  Israeli and Palestinian leaders must condemn all forms of 
violence, irrespective of the perpetrator’s nationality.  Unilateral actions and unhelpful 
rhetoric by the parties only serve to escalate tensions, fuel violence and undermine the 
prospects of a negotiated two-State Solution, he said, stressing that those actions must 
stop.  Voicing disappointment in the Palestinian-led initiative in the General Assembly to 
request an opinion by the International Court of Justice against Israel, he said that action 
is counterproductive  and will  only take  the parties further  away from the shared objective  

 

https://press.un.org/en/2022/sgsm21640.doc.htm
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of a negotiated two-State solution.  Noting the vast potential for Israel’s normalization with 
Arab countries, as well as the potential of the Abraham Accords to bring tremendous 
benefits to the region, he said the United States will continue to be a strong advocate of 
the Accords as a way to further trade, innovation, partnership and people-to-people 
exchanges in the Middle East. 
Aleksandre Olmedo (France), calling on the Israeli authorities to use force 
proportionately, expressed shock about the killing of a Palestinian teenager in Jenin on 
11 December.  Civilian protection is an obligation under international humanitarian law, he 
underscored, also condemning settler violence targeting Palestinian civilians. … Also 
condemning all terrorist attacks perpetrated against Israelis, he reaffirmed his country’s 
commitment to Israel's security.  “The priority today is to halt the Israeli settlement building 
policy in the occupied Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem,” he said. … 
Vassily A. Nebenzia (Russian Federation) noted the worrying regularity of spikes of 
violence in the occupied Palestinian territories, including the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, affirming that the situation will remain volatile until the parties reach mutually 
acceptable agreements on all final status issues based on the universally recognized two-
State solution.  Since the beginning of 2022, it is estimated that 158 people have been 
killed in the West Bank and 52 in Gaza, with a young girl killed in Jenin just last week.  In 
parallel, the expropriation of Palestinian property, the demolition of houses and the 
systematic violation of the status quo of Jerusalem’s holy sites continue. … 
Fergal Tomas Mythen (Ireland), calling once again on Israel to cease all settlement 
activities, expressed concern over the plight of children.  He condemned in the strongest 
terms the killing of Jana Zakarneh and called for accountability in respect of civilian 
deaths.  The “duty of hope” requires restraint and de-escalation on all sides, as well as the 
need to address root causes of the conflict.  Lamenting reduced space for civil society in 
the occupied territories, he urged Israel to reverse its decision on designating human rights 
non-governmental organizations as terrorist entities.  On the forced deportation of Salah 
Hammouri, he said that the Palestinian-French lawyer be allowed to return home. … 
Barbara Woodward (United Kingdom), reaffirming her country’s commitment to the core 
tenets of resolution 2334 (2016), said that the death of a 16-year-old on 12 December 
during an Israeli arrest operation is another tragic reminder of the conflict’s human 
cost.  She urged Israel to exercise maximum restraint in its use of live fire.  She also called 
on Israel and the Palestinian Authority to work together to de-escalate tensions, continue 
security cooperation and end the violence seen in 2022.  Recalling the demolition of a 
donor-funded school in the South Hebron Hills and the threatened demolition of a second 
school funded in part by the United Kingdom, she said that the Oslo Accords are 
clear:  Area C of the West Bank should be gradually transferred to Palestinian 
jurisdiction.  She added that donors must provide urgent support to UNRWA, which is 
critical to regional stability. [click here to read this speech in full] … 
To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc15146.doc.htm  
 
 

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Comment by UN Human Rights spokesperson Jeremy Laurence on deportation of 
Salah Hammouri from occupied Palestinian territory 
The UN Human Rights Office condemns Israel’s deportation of Palestinian-French human 
rights defender Salah Hammouri to France on Sunday, and we are deeply concerned by 
the chilling message this sends to those working on human rights in the occupied 
Palestinian territory. 
The Israeli authorities revoked Hammouri's residency in occupied East Jerusalem on the 
basis of “breach of allegiance to the State of Israel”.  Hammouri, a lawyer with Palestinian  

 

https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc15146.doc.htm
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human rights organization Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association, 
was arrested by Israeli Security Forces in March and placed under administrative detention 
without any charge or trial. 
International humanitarian law prohibits the deportation of protected persons from 
occupied territory, and explicitly forbids compelling such persons to swear allegiance to 
the occupying power. Deporting a protected person from occupied territory is a grave 
breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention, constituting a war crime. 
Hammouri’s deportation highlights the vulnerable situation of Palestinians living in East 
Jerusalem, as the occupying power has granted them a revokable residency status under 
Israeli law. It also marks another serious deterioration in the situation for Palestinian 
human rights defenders. The UN Human Rights Office calls on Israel to reverse the 
deportation order and to stop using such allegations to halt legitimate human rights work. 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/comment-un-human-rights-
spokesperson-jeremy-laurence-deportation-salah  

TOP 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
European Court of Human Rights 

No violation of Article 10 of the Convention in Mr Zemmour’s conviction for inciting 
discrimination and religious hatred against the French Muslim community 
…  The case concerned the applicant’s conviction and sentencing for the offence of inciting 
discrimination and religious hatred against the French Muslim community for statements 
made on a television show in 2016. He alleged a violation of his right to freedom of 
expression. … 
Like the domestic courts, the Court pointed out that the applicant’s statements had 
contained derogatory and discriminatory claims of a kind that might exacerbate a rift 
between French people and the Muslim community as a whole. It took the view that the 
statements in issue had not belonged to a category of speech enjoying enhanced 
protection under Article 10 of the Convention and concluded that the French authorities 
had therefore had a wide margin of appreciation to impose restrictions.  
The Court noted that the statements had been made on live, prime-time television and 
observed that the applicant, who was a journalist and pundit, had not been exempt, 
although he had been speaking as an author at the time, from the “duties and 
responsibilities” of a journalist. The Court was of the opinion that his remarks had not been 
confined to criticism of Islam but had, in view of the context of terrorist violence in which 
they had occurred, been made with discriminatory intent such as to call on viewers to reject 
and exclude the Muslim community. … 
In conclusion the Court held that the interference with the applicant’s right to freedom of 
expression had been necessary in a democratic society to protect the rights of others 
which had been at stake in the case, and therefore there had been no violation of Article 
10 of the Convention. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://tinyurl.com/29jruesb  
 
To read the full judgement (only available in French) see 
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-221837%22]} 

TOP 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/comment-un-human-rights-spokesperson-jeremy-laurence-deportation-salah
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/comment-un-human-rights-spokesperson-jeremy-laurence-deportation-salah
https://tinyurl.com/29jruesb
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#%7B%22itemid%22:%5B%22001-221837%22%5D%7D
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
** Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 

Evidence session, Joint Committee on Human Rights 
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/12467/html/  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill 
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