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Home Affairs 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Happy #Chanukah to the Jewish community in the UK and around the world! Chag Sameach! 
https://twitter.com/FCDOGovUK/status/1604425888392794116  
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Holocaust 
United Nations 

General Assembly Adopts 51 Third Committee Drafts on Combating Glorification of 
Nazism, Refugees, Displaced Persons, Protecting Children from Sexual Exploitation 
… The Assembly then took up its report on “Elimination of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance”, which contains two draft resolutions. … 
It then adopted draft resolution I on “Combating glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and 
other practices that contribute to fueling contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance” … 
By its terms, the Assembly expressed alarm at the spread in many parts of the world of 
various extremist political parties, movements and ideologies, including neo-Nazis and 
skinhead groups.  It noted with concern that the presence of extreme right-wing ideologues 
can inject into political discourse the same ideologies that make neo-Nazism and 
extremism so dangerous.  The Assembly also expressed deep concern about the 
glorification of the Nazi movement, neo-Nazism and former members of the Waffen SS 
organization, which include erecting monuments and holding public demonstrations on the 
Nazi past. 
Further, the Assembly condemned incidents that glorify Nazism, such as acts involving 
pro-Nazi graffiti and paintings, including on monuments dedicated to victims of the Second 
World War.  It expressed alarm over the use by extremist groups, including neo-Nazi 
groups,  of  the  Internet  and  social  media  to  recruit  new  members,  especially  targeting  
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children and young people, and disseminate their hate-filled messages.  The Assembly 
also condemned any denial of the Holocaust as well as manifestation of religious 
intolerance or violence based on ethnic origin or religious belief. … 
The representative of the Russian Federation said this generation is the last that will 
include living veterans of the Second World War.  He said the vote was shocking, adding 
that, for the first time in the history of the United Nations, former Axis powers voted against 
a text condemning Nazism.  Germany, Japan and Italy have committed blasphemy against 
victims of German Nazism, Italian Fascism and Japanese militarism, he stressed. 
Such fighting against members of the anti-Hitler coalition makes clear that discussions on 
hostile States are premature, he continued, asking the Assembly if these actions truly 
condemn the military operation in Ukraine.  Saying that it does not, he decried the mentality 
of the ruling elite and noted that such delegations rewrite history. … 
The representative of the United States categorically condemned the glorification of 
Nazism.  Describing the resolution as an attempt to legitimize long-standing disinformation 
narratives, she stressed that Moscow’s resolution is not a serious effort to combat Nazism 
and antisemitism; instead, it is a shameful ploy to justify its war of aggression in Ukraine. … 
Next, it adopted draft resolution II on “A global call for concrete action for the elimination 
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance and the 
comprehensive implementation of and follow-up to the Durban Declaration and 
Programme of Action” … By its terms, the Assembly expressed profound regret over evils 
inflicted on millions as a result of slavery, colonialism, apartheid, genocide and past 
tragedies, and called on States that have not already done so to dispense reparatory 
justice. … 
To read the full press release 
https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12483.doc.htm  
 
Elimination of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance (A/77/461) 
https://undocs.org/en/A/77/461  
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Israel 
House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Human Rights 
Lord Pickles (Conservative) [HL3908] To ask His Majesty's Government, further to 
reports of the detention and intimidation of Palestinian human rights activists in the 
Palestinian territories, what recent discussions the Foreign Secretary has had with the 
Palestinian Authority about the activities of the PA Preventative Security Organisation. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Human Rights is a crucial element underpinning the 
UK's foreign policy. We continue to urge the Palestinian Authority (PA) to respect 
human rights, to ensure complaints of mistreatment or arbitrary detention are 
properly investigated and to continue to improve the performance of the security 
sector. An essential aspect of our efforts to prepare the ground for a two state-
solution is to support a stable PA that can deliver services to its people and act as 
an effective partner for peace with Israel. The UK will continue to monitor these 
areas closely and raise with the highest levels of the PA. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-30/hl3908  
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UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Israel: UN experts condemn record year of Israeli violence in the occupied West 
Bank 
UN experts condemned the rampant Israeli settler violence and excessive use of force by 
Israeli forces against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank this year that have made 
2022 the deadliest in this area of the occupied Palestinian territory since the United Nations 
started systematically documenting fatalities in 2005. 
150 Palestinians have been killed in the occupied West Bank by Israeli forces so far this 
year, including 33 children. In addition, a boy was killed by either Israeli forces or Israeli 
settlers who were firing side-by-side. At least two Palestinians were killed by settlers. 10 
Israelis, including five settlers, one settlement guard and four Israeli forces have been 
killed by Palestinians in the occupied West Bank in 2022. 
“We remind Israel that pending the dismantlement of its unlawful occupation, Palestinians 
in the occupied Palestinian territory must be treated as protected persons, not enemies or 
terrorists,” the experts said, demanding Israel ensure the protection, security and welfare 
of the Palestinian people living under its occupation, in accordance with its obligations 
under international law. 
“Armed and masked Israeli settlers are attacking Palestinians in their homes, attacking 
children on their way to school, destroying property and burning olive groves, and 
terrorising entire communities with complete impunity,” said the experts. 2022 is the sixth 
year of consecutive annual increase in the number of Israeli settler attacks in the occupied 
West Bank, despite a 2016 UN Security Council resolution specifically intended to halt 
settlement activity. 
“Disturbing evidence of Israeli forces frequently facilitating, supporting and participating in 
settler attacks, makes it difficult to discern between Israeli settler and State violence,” said 
the experts. “The impunity of one is reinforced by the impunity of the other.” 
International human rights law only permits the use of firearms by State security forces 
against individuals posing an imminent threat to life or serious injury. Use of lethal force 
as a first rather than a last resort by Israeli forces, against Palestinians who do not present 
an imminent threat to life or of serious injury, may amount to extrajudicial execution – a 
violation of the right to life – and wilful killing prohibited under the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and Rome Statute. 
Israeli forces should reconcile their rules of engagement with international law and address 
impunity within their ranks by investigating all deaths at the hands of Israeli forces and 
settlers, the experts said. “Illegal settlement poses a corrosive threat to Israeli society as 
a whole, and unless Israeli forces abandon this dominant settler mindset and rightfully treat 
Palestinians in the occupied territory as protected persons, Israel’s deplorable record in 
the occupied West Bank will likely deteriorate further in 2023,” they said. “No peaceful 
settlement can be pursued under Israel’s repressive occupation: a reality that should be a 
wake-up call for all decision-makers.” … 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/israel-un-experts-condemn-record-
year-israeli-violence-occupied-west-bank  
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Other Relevant Information 
Council of Europe 

Thematic Factsheet: Hate Crime and Hate Speech 
https://rm.coe.int/thematic-factsheet-hate-crime-eng-docx/1680a96865 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill   
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