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Home Affairs 
House of Commons Public Bill Committee 

Online Safety Bill 
col 109 Kirsty Blackman (SNP): … The key area that the Government are getting wrong 
is the way in which platforms, providers or services will be categorised. The threshold is 
based on the number of users. It is the number of users “and” one of those other things, 
not the number of users “or” one of those other things; even that would make a significant 
difference. 
The Secretary of State talked about the places that have a significant influence over public 
discourse. It is perfectly possible to have a significant influence over public discourse with 
a small number of users, or with a number of users that does not number into the millions. 
We have seen the spread of conspiracy theories that have originated and been 
perpetuated on very small platforms—very small, shady places on the internet that none 
of us has experienced or even heard of. Those are the places that have a massive impact 
and effect. 
We know that one person can have a significant impact on the world and on people’s lives. 
We have heard about the physical harm that people can be incited to cause by the 
platforms they access, and the radicalisation and extremism they find themselves subject 
to. That can cause massive, damaging effects to anybody they choose to take physical 
action against, and to some of the most marginalised communities and groups in society. 
We are seeing an increase in the amount of hate crime and the number of people who 
believe conspiracy theories, and not all of that is because of the spread of those things on 
Facebook and Twitter. It is because of the breadcrumbing and the spread that there can 
be on smaller platforms. 
col 110 The most extreme views do not necessarily tip over into “illegal” or “incitement”; 
they do not actually say, “Please go out and kill everybody in this particular group.” They 
say, “This particular group is responsible for all of ills you feel and for every negative thing 
that is happening in your life”, and people are therefore driven to take extremist, terrorist 
action. That is a significant issue. … 

 

col 111 Alex Davies-Jones (Labour): … We have long called for the Bill to take a harm-
led approach …  Addressing harm must be a central focus of the Bill, as we know extremist  
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content is perpetuated on smaller, high-harm platforms; this is something that the 
Antisemitism Policy Trust and Hope not Hate have long called for with regards to the 
Bill. … 

 

col 112 The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport (Paul Scully): … It would not be proportionate to apply those new duties to smaller 
services, but … they will still have to comply with the illegal content and child safety duties 
if they are accessed by children. Those services have limited resources, and blanket 
applying additional duties on them would divert those resources away from complying with 
the illegal content and child safety duties. That would likely weaken the duties’ impact on 
tackling criminal activity and protecting children. 
The new duties are about user choice and accountability on the largest platforms—if users 
do not want to use smaller harmful sites, they can choose not to—but, in recognition of the 
rapid pace with which companies can grow, I introduced an amendment earlier to create 
a watchlist of companies that are approaching the category 1 threshold, which will ensure 
that Ofcom can monitor rapidly scaling companies, reduce any delay in designating 
companies as category 1 services, and apply additional obligations on them. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-15/debates/b1d39788-337e-42f0-a588-
a2ff94a4eb40/ONLINESAFETYBILL(ThirdSitting)  

TOP 

 

Holocaust 
House of Commons Speaker’s Statement 

Mr Speaker: Before we start our business, I wish to invite the House to commemorate a 
tragic and sombre event. On 17 December 1942—80 years ago, on Saturday—the then 
Foreign Secretary, Anthony Eden, read to the House a declaration issued by the wartime 
allies condemning the treatment of Jewish people by the Nazis in occupied Europe. The 
declaration followed a diplomatic note sent to the allied powers a week earlier, by the 
Polish Foreign Minister in exile—the first official report that the holocaust was under way. 
The evil acts described in the declaration were, and remain, difficult to comprehend. It said: 
“From all the occupied countries Jews are being transported, in conditions of appalling 
horror and brutality, to Eastern Europe…None of those taken away are ever heard of 
again. The able-bodied are slowly worked to death in labour camps. The infirm are left to 
die of exposure and starvation, or are deliberately massacred in mass executions.” 
After the Foreign Secretary read the declaration and was questioned on it, the Member for 
Islington South, William Cluse, asked: “Is it possible, in your judgement, Mr. Speaker, for 
Members of the House to rise in their places and stand in silence in support of this protest 
against disgusting barbarism?” 
Speaker FitzRoy replied: “That should be a spontaneous act by the House as a whole.” 
Hansard records that “Members of the House then stood in silence.”—[Official Report, 17 
December 1942; Vol. 385, c. 2083-2087.] 
A journalist covering the event said: “I have never seen anything like this silence which 
was like the frown of the conscience of mankind.” 
Today, we are honoured to be joined in the Gallery by seven survivors of the holocaust, 
representatives of Britain’s Jewish community and the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust. As 
an exception, and because this is such a poignant moment, I have agreed that the 
Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit and our House of Commons photographer can capture 
images of them here today. 
To remember that important moment,  and  as  a  tribute  to  all  those  who suffered at the  
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hands of the Nazis, I now invite the House to join me for a minute of silent reflection. 
The House observed a one-minute silence. 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-15/debates/8A45FD6B-89FE-48AF-
A379-E727990D640F/Speaker’SStatement  
 
 

House of Commons Oral Answers 

Business of the House 
col 1234 Penny Mordaunt (Conservative): Thank you, Mr Speaker, for presiding over the 
minute’s silence we had earlier today. It was an historic moment to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the first time the House heard about what we now know as the holocaust. 
Because of that, I hope you will allow me just to put the names of the survivors who joined 
us today on record. Thank you to Mala Tribich MBE, Steven Frank BEM, Dr Alfred 
Garwood, John Hajdu MBE, Joan Salter MBE, Dr Martin Stern MBE and Yvonne 
Bernstein. I also thank the Holocaust Educational Trust and the Holocaust Memorial Day 
Trust for their work. I am sure all hon. Members would concur with that. … 

 

col 1235 Martin Docherty-Hughes (SNP): … I also echo the Leader of the House’s 
statement on the holocaust survivors who were able to join us today. The year before 
1942, my home town was obliterated by national socialism, in the worst aerial 
bombardment suffered in these islands during the second world war. My constituency 
stands in solidarity, as I am sure the entire House does, with those across Europe who 
survived the holocaust under national socialism and with those whose memories we 
commemorated today. … 

 

col 1237 Ian Mearns (Labour): … Following the minute’s silence this morning to 
commemorate the recognition of the holocaust, may I give advance notice that we have 
an application on the stocks for a debate to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day, which 
we would like to be aired on 26 January, the day before Holocaust Memorial Day itself. … 

 

col 1238 Debbie Abrahams (Labour): … Mr Speaker … I also wish to thank you for 
holding the minute’s silence to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the notification of 
the holocaust to our predecessors—that was very moving. … 
To read the full transcript see 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-15/debates/2635F8DF-F35F-40BE-
9D04-2D117FAF92B0/BusinessOfTheHouse  

TOP 

 

Israel 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Tony Lloyd (Labour) [710] Palestinians living in Masafer Yatta – That this House is 
deeply concerned by the Israeli High Court of Justice’s decision to approve the eviction of 
Palestinians living in the Masafer Yatta region of the occupied West Bank to make room 
for Israeli military training; highlights that the demolitions and confiscations occurring in the 
occupied West Bank contravene international humanitarian law and undermine social 
stability and security; strongly condemns the proposed forced removal of over 1,000 
Palestinians, including 580 children who are at imminent risk of displacement; emphasises 
that those involved stand to lose their homes, belongings, access to water, livelihoods, 
primary health facilities and schools; is appalled that Israeli forces raided and demolished 
a recently-built  Palestinian  primary school in  Masafer  Yatta that served 22 students from  
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four different villages; and calls on the Government to press the Israeli authorities to halt 
all forcible evictions and demolitions in the occupied West Bank. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/60428  
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
** Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 

Public Bill Committee, House of Commons 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-15/debates/b1d39788-337e-42f0-a588-
a2ff94a4eb40/ONLINESAFETYBILL(ThirdSitting)  

 

Letter from the Rt Hon Michelle Donelan MP, Secretary of State for Digital, Media, Culture and 
Sport to parents, carers and guardians 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/michelle-donelan-writes-to-parents-setting-out-
how-the-online-safety-bill-will-keep-children-safe/read-the-secretary-of-states-open-letter-to-
parents-carers-and-guardians  

 

A guide to the Online Safety Bill 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-the-online-safety-bill  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 
 
 

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/60428
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-15/debates/b1d39788-337e-42f0-a588-a2ff94a4eb40/ONLINESAFETYBILL(ThirdSitting)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-12-15/debates/b1d39788-337e-42f0-a588-a2ff94a4eb40/ONLINESAFETYBILL(ThirdSitting)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/michelle-donelan-writes-to-parents-setting-out-how-the-online-safety-bill-will-keep-children-safe/read-the-secretary-of-states-open-letter-to-parents-carers-and-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/michelle-donelan-writes-to-parents-setting-out-how-the-online-safety-bill-will-keep-children-safe/read-the-secretary-of-states-open-letter-to-parents-carers-and-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/michelle-donelan-writes-to-parents-setting-out-how-the-online-safety-bill-will-keep-children-safe/read-the-secretary-of-states-open-letter-to-parents-carers-and-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/a-guide-to-the-online-safety-bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156


 5 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
** Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill 
 

UN expert on gender identity calls on Scottish Parliament to adopt Gender Recognition 
Reform Bill 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/un-expert-gender-identity-calls-
scottish-parliament-adopt-gender-recognition  
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