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Home Affairs 
Senedd 90-Second Statement 

Natasha Asghar (Conservative): … This Sunday marks the beginning of the Jewish 
festival of Hanukkah, also known as Chanukah. Hanukkah is an eight-day festival of light 
and is a hugely joyous occasion for the Jewish community all across the world. Hanukkah 
involves lighting candles on a special nine-branch candle holder known as the menorah. 
A candle is lit each day and a lit menorah is placed near a doorway or window to announce 
the miracle of the festival to the outside world. It is a time for families to come together to 
eat, sing traditional songs and give gifts to children. It's also customary to play with a 
dreidel—a four-sided spinning top—stating, 'A great miracle happened there'. The game 
is often played for coins, nuts and other things. As we await the start of the festival, I would 
like to celebrate proudly the great contribution that our Jewish communities have made to 
our country.  
At a time of growing antisemitism across Europe, the themes of freedom and liberty that 
lie at the heart of the story of Hanukkah are as relevant as ever. Some of the common 
messages that come out are, 'Never be afraid to stand up for what is right', 'A little light 
goes a long way', or 'Be like a menorah and shine bright and observe your faith with pride'. 
We in the Senedd must strongly advocate the right of people to practise their faith without 
fear of violence and commit ourselves to fight the extremist ideology and prejudice that 
lies at the heart of antisemitism. So, at this special time of the year, as Jewish families 
come together to celebrate, let us be inspired by the message of hope Hanukkah brings, 
confident that hatred will be overcome and that light will always replace darkness. 
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/13075#C471566  
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Holocaust 
Downing Street 

Rishi Sunak 80 years ago,  Parliament  listened  in  stunned  silence  as  the  truth  of  the  
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Holocaust was spoken in the House of Commons for the very first time. Today, in the 
presence of survivors, we stand together to remember and to reaffirm that truth. 
https://twitter.com/RishiSunak/status/1603344582468665344  
 
Rishi Sunak We will never forget those heinous crimes. And we will stamp out 
antisemitism and prejudice in all its forms, wherever we find it. 
https://twitter.com/RishiSunak/status/1603344586662969344  
 
 

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Today @UKParliament marked 80 years since Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden read out 
WWII Allies’ declaration on the persecution of Jews in Nazi-occupied Europe - first 
recognition of the Holocaust. We will not waver in our fight against the despicable scourge 
of antisemitism. 
https://twitter.com/FCDOHumanRights/status/1603369959878426624 
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Israel 
European Parliament Resolution 

Prospects for the two-State solution for Israel and Palestine (P9_TA(2022)0443) 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0443_EN.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
** Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0219/220219.pdf  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
** Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
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Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-
03/0209/amend/onlinesafety_day_pbc_1215v2.pdf  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
** Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill 
 

SPICe Briefing: Consideration prior to Stage 3 
https://sp-bpr-en-prod-cdnep.azureedge.net/published/2022/12/15/88f68206-2fc4-43e3-
9ac1-76d2d40c40c0/SB%2022-69.pdf  
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