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Home Affairs 
House of Lords Written Answer 

Religious Freedom 
Baroness Hoey (Non-affiliated) [HL3803] To ask His Majesty's Government what 
assessment they have made of written statements made in a case by the Crown 
Prosecution Service that the Bible contains references "which are simply no longer 
appropriate in modern society and which would be deemed offensive if stated in public". 

Lord Stewart of Dirleton: The Wessex Area of the Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) has undertaken a post-case review and acknowledges that the statement 
was inappropriate. The statement was not intended to and does not represent a 
change to published CPS Policy. It is not indicative of a general approach by the 
CPS to cases involving the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, 
and the right to freedom of expression. As a result of the post-case review, in future, 
where skeleton arguments are ordered, in cases where there is scope for argument 
to arise as to rights such as that of freedom of expression, such arguments will be 
submitted to the Senior District Crown Prosecutor for signing off, prior to service. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/hl3803 
 

A report of the case referred to above can be read at 
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/street-preacher-was-charged-with-hate-crime-for-
quoting-bible-at-lesbians-xbrhgr25r   

TOP 

 

Holocaust 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Kirsten Oswald (SNP) [699] 80th anniversary of acknowledgement of Holocaust in 
the House of Commons – That this House  notes that  Saturday 17 December marks the  
 

https://www.scojec.org/index.html
https://www.scojec.org/pad/pad.html
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/hl3803
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/street-preacher-was-charged-with-hate-crime-for-quoting-bible-at-lesbians-xbrhgr25r
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/street-preacher-was-charged-with-hate-crime-for-quoting-bible-at-lesbians-xbrhgr25r
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80th anniversary of the Government first publicly acknowledging the Holocaust in the 
House of Commons chamber; recalls that then Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr 
Anthony Eden MP, during a statement to the House regarding a joint declaration from 
European allied countries condemned in the strongest possible terms this bestial policy of 
cold-blood extermination; understands that the House responded to this statement with a 
spontaneous moment of silence; appreciates the vital work carried out now by the 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust, ensuring people across the UK are aware of the Holocaust 
and more recent genocides; appreciates their work to ensure that testimony is shared and 
lessons learned are understood and remembered; and notes that on Thursday 15 
December a moment of silence will be observed in the House and survivors of the 
Holocaust will be present in the Speaker’s gallery. 
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/60416 

TOP 

 

Israel 
House of Lords Written Answers 

Palestinians: Elections 
Lord Hylton (Crossbench) [HL3804] To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the ability for Palestinian adults in (1) the West Bank, (2) East 
Jerusalem, and (3) Gaza, to express their political wishes through verified elections; and 
what steps they will take to ensure that Palestinian adults have these rights. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: The Palestinian people should be allowed to enjoy 
their democratic rights. We regularly remind the Palestinian leadership of the need 
for democratic renewal through free and fair national elections held across the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, including East Jerusalem, as set out in the Oslo 
Accords. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/hl3804 
 

Palestinians: Human Rights and Protest 
Lord Pickles (Conservative) [HL3813] To ask His Majesty's Government what steps they 
are taking to prevent any breaches of human rights by the Palestinian Authority; and what 
further steps they are taking to support the right of freedom to protest in the areas 
administered by that Authority. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon: Human Rights is a crucial element underpinning the 
UK's foreign policy. We continue to urge the Palestinian Authority (PA) to respect 
human rights, Officials from our Consulate-General in Jerusalem regularly raise the 
need for key legislative and security sector reform to ensure respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. We encourage the PA to ensure the 
harmonisation of Palestinian laws with International Human Rights conventions to 
which it has acceded. As we mark the 16 days of activism against gender-based 
violence, we are again urging the PA at the highest levels to adopt legislation to 
ensure the protection and progression of women's rights. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/hl3813 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/60416
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/hl3804
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2022-11-28/hl3813
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Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

Human Rights & Democracy: The 2021 Foreign, Commonwealth & Development 
Office Report 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/1122931/human-rights-and-democracy-2021-foreign-commonwealth-
development-office-report.pdf  
 
 

United Nations 

General Assembly Adopts 33 Resolutions Recommended by Its Fourth Committee, 
Including Renewal of UNRWA Mandate until 30 June 2026 
… Turning to the report on United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East (UNRWA) (document A/77/399), which contained three texts, the 
Assembly adopted … draft resolution I titled “Operations of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East”.  By its terms, the Assembly 
decides to consider a gradual increase in the United Nations regular budget allocation to 
the Agency and takes note of the Secretary-General’s recommendations in that regard.  It 
calls UNRWA to further enhance its internal governance and oversight mechanisms to 
ensure that its management delivers on its mandate with transparency and accountability, 
while preserving the Agency’s agility and operational response capacity.  It also appeals 
to States and organizations to maintain their voluntary contributions to UNRWA and to 
increase their contributions where possible, particularly to its programme budget. 
It then adopted the draft resolution II “Assistance to Palestine refugees” …  By its terms, 
the Assembly, affirming the need for UNRWA to continue its work, extends its mandate 
until 30 June 2026. … 
Next, it adopted the draft resolution III “Palestine refugees’ properties and their revenues” 
… Through that text, The Assembly requests the Secretary-General to take appropriate 
steps, in consultation with the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine, to 
protect Arab property, assets and property rights in Israel.  It also urges the Palestinian 
and Israeli sides to deal with the question of Palestine refugees’ properties and their 
revenues within the framework of final-status peace negotiations. 
The Assembly then took up the three draft resolutions in the report on Israeli practices and 
settlement activities affecting the rights of the Palestinian people and other Arabs of the 
occupied territories (document A/77/400). 
… action on the draft resolution I, “Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem” is 
postponed to a later date … 
… the Assembly adopted draft resolution II concerning “The occupied Syrian Golan”.  By 
its terms, the Assembly calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to comply with relevant 
resolutions on the Syrian Golan, in particular Security Council resolution 497 (1981).  It 
also calls upon Israel to desist from changing the Syrian Golan’s physical character, 
demographic composition, institutional structure and legal status, and to desist in particular 
from the establishment of settlements. 
It then adopted … draft resolution III on “Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian Golan”.  By its terms, the 
Assembly reiterates its demand for the immediate and complete cessation of all Israeli 
settlement activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 
in the occupied Syrian Golan.  It also reiterates its call for the prevention of all acts of 
violence, destruction, harassment and provocation by Israeli settlers, as well as its call for 
accountability for the illegal actions perpetrated by Israeli settlers in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. … 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1122931/human-rights-and-democracy-2021-foreign-commonwealth-development-office-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1122931/human-rights-and-democracy-2021-foreign-commonwealth-development-office-report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1122931/human-rights-and-democracy-2021-foreign-commonwealth-development-office-report.pdf
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To read the full press release see 
https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12481.doc.htm  
 

Security Council resolution 497 (1981), referred to above, can be read at 
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/26751/files/S_RES_497%281981%29-EN.pdf  
 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(A/77/399) 
https://undocs.org/en/A/77/399  
 
Israeli practices and settlement activities affecting the rights of the Palestinian 
people and other Arabs of the occupied territories (A/77/400) 
https://undocs.org/en/A/77/400  

TOP 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 
Bill of Rights Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227  
 
Education (Non-religious Philosophical Convictions) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186  
 
Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862  
 
Marriage Act 1949 (Amendment) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325  
 
** Online Safety Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137  
 

Notice of amendments 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0209/amend/onlinesafety_day_pbc_1213.pdf  
 
Palestine Statehood (Recognition) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217  
 
Private Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188  
 
Universal Credit (Removal of Two Child Limit) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163  
 
Schools Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156   
 

https://press.un.org/en/2022/ga12481.doc.htm
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/26751/files/S_RES_497%281981%29-EN.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/77/399
https://undocs.org/en/A/77/400
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3227
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3186
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2862
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3325
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3137
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0209/amend/onlinesafety_day_pbc_1213.pdf
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3217
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3188
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3163
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3156
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438 
 
 

 

Scottish Parliament 
Charities (Regulation and Administration) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/charities-regulation-and-administration-
scotland-bill 
 
** Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill 
 

Notice of amendments 
https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/gender-recognition-
reform-scotland-bill/stage-3/daily-list-12-december-2022.pdf  

TOP 
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